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To Mr. HEnrRY DAvIs, Book«
feller, in London.

Abergavenny, Aug. 4«

RESPECTED SIR,

HAVE received your efteemed
favour of the 13th ultimo,
whereby it appeareth, that you have
perufed thofe fame Letters, the
which were delivered unto you by
my friend the reverend Mr. Hugo
Behn; and I am pleafed to find you
think they may be printed with a
good profped of fuccefs; in as much
as the obje&ions you mention, I
humbly conceive, are fuch as may be
Vo, L 2 1=
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redargued, if not entirely removed—
And, firft, in the firft place, as touch-
ing what profecutions may arife from
printing the private correfpondence -
of perfons ftill living, give me leave,
with all ‘due fubmiflion, to obferve,
ithat the Letters in queftion were not
written ‘and fent under the feal of
fecrecy ;. that they have no tendency
to the mala jfama, or prejudice of
any perfon whatfoever; but rather
‘to the information and edification of
mankind; {o that it becometh a fort
of duty to promulgate them 7z ufim
publicum.  Befides, 1 have confultéd
Mr. Davy Higgins, an eminent at-
torney of this place, who, after due
infpection and confideration, declar-
eth, That he doth not think the faid
Lietters ‘contain” “‘any - ‘matter “which
will be held a@ionable in the eyeof
the law. Finally, if* you®and I
fhould come to a right underftanding,
I




¢ vz )

1 do declare 7z venbs facerdotis, that,,
m cafe of awy fuch. profecution, - I-
will take the whole upon’ my own
thoulders, even guoad fine and impri-
fonment, though I mufk confefs, I
thould not care to undergo: flagella-
tion:  Tam ad turpitudinem; quam ad:
amaritudinem pena [pectans—Second--
ly, concerning the perfonal refent-
ment of Mr. Juftice Lifmahago, I
may fay, non flocci, facio—F would”
not ‘willingly villipend any Chriftian,
if, peradventure, he deferveth that
epithet : albeit, I am much furprifed:
that more care is not taken to ex-
clude from the: commiffion ‘all fuch:
vagtant foreigners as may be juftly
fofpeéed of difaffeGtion to our happy
_conflitution, in church and = ftate—
God forbid that I fhould be fo un--
charitable, as to affirm: pofitively ' -,
that the faid Lifmahago is no better:
than a Jefuit in difguife; but this T

22 will
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will affert and maintain, fotis viribus,
that, from the day he qualified, he
has never been once feen stra templi
parietes, that is to fay, within the
parifh church.

Thirdly, with refpe&t to what
paffed at Mr. Kendal’s table, when
the faid Lifmahago was fo brutal in
his reprehenfions, I muftinform you,
my good fir, that I was obliged to
retire, not by fear arifing from his
minatory = reproaches, which, as I
faid above, I value not of a rufh;
but from the fudden effe& produced
by a barbel's row, which I had eaten
at dinner, not knowing, that the faid
oW is at certain feafons violently ca-
thartic, as Galen obferveth in his
chapter meps ifus.

Tourthly, and laftly, with refe-
rence to the manner in which I got
poffeffion of thefe Letters, it is a cir
cumflance that concerns my own
- . con~
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confcience only ; fufficeth it to: fays,
I have fully fatisfied the parties. in-
whofe cuftody they were; and, by
this time; 1 hope, I have alfo fa-
tisfied you in. fuch ways, that the
laft hand may be put to our agree-
mént, and the work procéed with all:
convenient expedition; in which
hope I reft, :

refpeced fir,,
your very humble fervant,
“IONAT-HAN Dustwick:-
P.. 8. Ipropofe, Deo wolente, to have: -
the pleafure of feeing you in the
great city, towards All-hallow--

tide, when I fhall be glad. to treat*
a:3 with:
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with you concerning a pareel of
MS. fermons, of a certain clergy-
man deceafed; a cake of the
right leaven, for the prefent tafte
of the public. Werbum [fapienti,
&,

J. D.
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To the Revd. Mr. JoNATHAN
DusTwicsh, at . 1

Str,

Received yours in courfe of poft,
and fhall be glad to treat with
you for the MS. which I have de-
livered to your friend Mr. Behn; but
can by no means comply with the
terms propofed. Thofe things are fo
uncertain— Writing is -all a lottery
—1 have been a lofer by the works
of the greateft men of the age—I
could mention particulars, and name
names; but don’t chufe it—The
tafte of the town is fo changeable.
Then there have been fo many let-
ters upon travels lately publifhed—
‘What between Smollett’s, Sharp’s,
Derrick’s, Thicknefle’s, Baltimore’s,
and Baretti’s, together with Shan-
dy’s
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dy’s Sentimental Trdvels, the pub-
lic feems to be cloyed with that kiod:
of entertainment—Neverthelefs, I
will, if ‘you. pleafe, run the rifque of
printing and publifhing, and you:
thall have half the profits of the im-
prefion—You need not take the
trouble to bring up your fermons on
my account—No body reads fermons:

but Methodifts and Diffenters—DBe--

fides, -for my own part, I am quite a:

~ firanger to that fort of reading; andi,
_the' two perfons whofe judgment I
depended upon. in thefe matters, - are:

" out of the way ; one is gone abroad,,
carpenter of a man of war; and the
other has been filly enough to ab-
_fcond, in order to avoid a profecu-

tion for blafphemy—I'm a great lofer:

by his going off —He has left a ma-
- nual of devotion half finithed on my
hands, after having received money-
for the whole copy—He was the
{oundeﬁ divine, and had the moft or-
tho-

VYVABHSC




(i xiiiz )
thodox pen of all my people; and'T
never knew his judgment fail, butin
flying from his bread and butter on
this occafion.

By owning you was not put in bo-
dily fear by Lifmahago, you pre-
clude yourfelf from the beneft of a
good plea, over and above the ad-
vantage of binding him over. In the
late war, I inferted in my evening
paper, a paragraph that came by the
pofts refleting upon the behaviour
of ‘a certain regiment in battle. An
officer of faid regiment tame to my"
fhop, and in the prefence of my
wife and journeyman, threatened to
cut off my ears——As T exhibited
_ marks of bodily fear, more ways than
one, to the convi&ion of the bye-
ftanders, I bound him over; my ac-
tion lay, and I recovered. As for fla-
gellation, you have nothing to fear,
and nothing to hope, on that head—
There has been but one printer flog-

ged
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gedat the cart’s tail thefe thirty
years, that was Charles Watfon ; and
he affured me it was no more than a
flea-bite, C— S— has been threa-
tened feveral times by the Houfe of
L—; but it came to nothing. If
an information fhould be moved for, -
and-granted againftyou, as the edi-
tor of thofe Letters; I hope you will
have honefty and wit encugh to ap=
pear and - take your triale——]f" you
thould be' fentenced to the pillory,
your fortune is made—As times g0,
that’s @ fure flep to. honour and pre=
ferment. I fhall think myfelf hap-
- py if I can lend you alift; and amx
very fincerely,
: yours,

Londen, Aug. 10th.. HEexry Da VIS,

Pleafe my kind fervice to your neigh~
~bour, my coufin Maddoc — I have-
fent
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fent an Almanack and Court-kalen-
dar, dire@ed for him at Mr. Sut-
ton’s, bookfeller, in Gloucefter,
carriage paid, which he will pleafe
to accept as a {mall token of my
regard. My wife, who is very
fond of toafted cheefe, - prefents her
compliments to him, and begs to
know if there’s any of that kind,
which he was fo good as to fend
us laft Chriftmas, to be fold in’
London,

H.D,
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HUMPHRY CLINKER,

‘To Dr. LEWIS.

DOCTOR,

HE pills are good for nothing—I

l might as well {wallow fhow-balls to
cool my reins—I have told you over and
over, how hard I am to move ; and at
this time of day, Iought to know fome-
thing of my own conftitution. Why will
you be fo pofitive ? Prithee fend me an-
other prefcription—I am as lame and as
much tortured-in all my limbs as if I was
broke upon the wheel : indeed, Iam e-
qually diftreffed in mind and body— As if
1 had, not ‘plagues enough of my own,
Vou. L B thofe
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thofe children of my fifter are left me
for a perpetual fource of - vexation—what
bufinefs have people to get children to
plague their neighbours? A ridiculous
incident that happened yefterday to my
niece Liddy, has difordered me in fuch a
manner, that I expe to be laid up with
another fit of the gout—perhaps, I may
explain myfelf in my next. [ fhall fet out to-
morrow morning for the Hot Wellat Brif-
tol, where I am afraid [ fhall ftay longer
than I could wifh. On the receipt of this,
fend Williamsthither, with my faddle-horfe
and the demi pique. Tell Barns to threfh out
the two old ricks, and fend the corn to
market, and fell it off to the poor ata fhil-
ling a buthel under market-price.—I have
received a fniveling letter from Griffin,
offering to make a public fubmiffion and
pay cofts, I want none of his fubmiffions ;
neither will I packet any of his money —
The fellow is a bad neighbour, and I de-
fire to have nothing to do with him : but
as he is purfe-proud, he fhall pay for his

infolence : let him give five pounds to

the poor of the parifh, and T’ll withdraw
my action; and in the mean time you
may tell Prig to flop proceedings.—Let
Morgan’s widow have the Alderney cow,
and forty fhillings to clothe her children :
but don’t fay a fyllable of the matter to

any
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HUMPHRY CLINKER. 3

any living foul—Dll make her pay when
fhe is able. I defire you will lock up all
my drawers, and keep the keys till meet<
ing ; and be fure you take the iron cheft
with my papers into your own cuftody—
Forgive all this trouble from,

Dear Lewis,
Your affeétionate

Gloutefter, April 2. M. BrRaMBLE;

To Mrs. GwyrriM, houfe-keeper at
Brambleton-hall,

MRS. GWYLLIM,

“WHEN this cums to hand, be fure
to pack up in the trunk male that ftands
inv my clofet, to be fent me in the Briftol
waggon without lofs of time, the follow-
ing articles, viz. my rofe collard neglejay,
with green robins, my yellow damafk,
and my black velvet fuit, with the thort
hoop ; my bloo quilted petticot, my green
manteel, my laced apron, my French
commode, Macklin head and lappets, and
the litel box with my jowls. Williams
‘may bring over my bum-daffee, and the

B2 viol
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viol with the eafings of Dr. Hill’s dock~
water, and Chowder’s lackfitif. The poor
creature has been terribly ~conftupra-
ted ever fince we left huom. Pray take
particular care of the houfe while the fa-
mily is abfent, Let there be a fire con-
ftantly kept in my brother’s chamber and
mine. The maids, having nothing to do,
may be fat a {pinning. I defire you’ll
clap a pad-luck on the wind-feller, and
let none of the men have excefs to the
firong bear—don’t forget to have the gate
thit every evening before dark. The
gardnirand the hind may lie below in the
landry, to partake the houfe, with the
blunderbufs and the great dog; and I
hope yow’ll have a watchfull eye over the
maids. I know that huffy, Mary Jones,
loves to be rumping with the men. ~Let
me know if Alderney’s calf be fould yet,
and what he fought—if the ould goofe be
firting ; and if the cobler has cut Dicky,
and how the pore anemil bore the opera-
tion.—No more at prefent, but refts,

] * Yours,
Gloftar, April z.
TasitHA BraMmBLE.

To
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To Mrs. Mary Joxgs, at Brambleton-
; hall.

DEAR MOLLY,

HEAVING this importunity, T fend
my love to you and Saul, being in good
health, and hoping to hear the fame from
you 5 and that you and Saul will take my
poor kitten to bed with you this cold wea-
ther.—We have been all 'in ‘a fad taking
here.at Gloftar—Mifs Liddy had  like to
have run away with a player-man, and
young mafter and he would adone them-
felves a mifchief ; but the fquire applied
to the mare, and they were bound over.
—Miftrefs bid me not fpeak a word of
the matter to any Chriftian foul—no more
I thall: for, we fervints thould fee alt
and fay nothing—But what was worfe
than all this, Chowder has had the mif-
fortune to be worried by a butcher’s dog,
and came home in a terrible pickle—
Miftrifs was taken with the afterifks, but
they foon went off. The docter was fent
for to Chowder, and he fubfcribed a re-
pofitory, which did him great fervice—
thank God he’s now ina fair way to do

B3 well
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well—pray take care of my box and the
pillyber, and put them under your own
bed; for, I do fuppofe, madam Gwyllim
will,be a prying into my fecrets, now my
back is turned. John Thomasisin good
health, but fulky. The fquire gave a-
way an ould coat to a poor man ; and
John fays as how tis robbing him of his
parquifites. — I told him, by his agree-
ment he was to receive no vails ; but he
fays as how there’s a difference betwixt
vails and parquifites ; and {o there is for
fartain.  'We are all going to the Hot
Well, where I fhall drink your health in
a glafs of water, being,

Dear Molly,
Your humble fervant to command,

Gloftar, April 2d,
2 W. Jenxiys.

SeSOOTVDTCTSOREOTDDOTITELH

To Sir WarkiN Prirrips, Bart. of
; Jefus college, Oxon.
DEAR PHILLIPS, :

A S T have nothing more at heart than
to convince you I am incapable of forget-
ing, or negleting the friendfhip I made
at college, I now begin that correfpon-

. dence
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HUMPHRY CLINKER. 7

dence by letters, which youand I agreed,
at parting, to cultivate. 1 beginit fooner
than I intended,*that you may have it in
your power to refute any idle reports
which may be circulated to my prejudice
at Oxford, touching a foolith quarrel, in
which T have beeninvolved on account of
my fifter, who had been fome time fettled
here in a boarding-fchool—When I came
hither with my uncle and aunt (who are
our guardians) to fetch heraway, 1 found
her a fine, tall girl, of feventeen, with an
agreeable perfon; but remarkably fim-
ple, and quite ignorant of the world.
‘This difpofition, and want of experience,
had expofed her to the addrefles of a per-
fon—I know not what to call him, who
had feen her at a play ; and, with a confi-
dence and dexterity peculiar to himfelf,
found means to be recommended to her
acquaintance. It was by the greateft ac-
cident T intercepted one of his letters ; as
it was my duty to ftifle this correfpon-
dence in its birth, I made it my bufinefs
to find him out, and tell him very freely
my fentinfents of the matter. The fpark
did not like the ftyle [ ufed, and behaved
with abundance of mettle. Though his
rank in life (which, by the bye, I am
athamed to declare) did not entitle him
to much deference ; yet as his behaviour

=R g, was
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‘avas remarkably {pirited, I admitted hiin
to the privilege of a gentleman, and

Smerthing might have happened, had not
we; been prevented.—In fhort, the bufi-
nefs‘f’opk air, I know not how, and made
abundance of noife—recourfe was had to
juftice—=1 was obliged to give my word
and honotir,, (F¢. and to-morrow morning
we fet out for Briftol Wells, wherel ex-
pect to hear from you by the return of
the poft.: 1 have, _got into a family of
originals, whom I. may one day attempt
to defcribe for your amufement. . My
aunt, Mrs, Tabitha Bramble, is a maiden
of forty-five, exceedingly ftarched, vain,
and ridiculous.—My uncle is an odd kind
of humorift, always on the fret, and fo
unpleafant in his maoner, that rather
than be obliged to keep him company,
T'd refign all claim to the inheritance of
his eftate.—Indeed his being tortured by
the gout may have foured his temper,
and, perhaps, I may like him better on
farther acquaintance : certain it is, all his
fervants, and neighbours in the country,
are fond of him, even to a degree of en-
thufiafm, the reafon of which I cannot as
yet comprehend. Remember me to
Griffy Price, Gwyn, Manfel, Baffet, and
all the'reft of my old Cambrian compa-
nions. Salute the bed-maker in my

name
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HUMPHRY CLINKER. ¢
name—give my fervice to the cook, and
pray take care of poor Ponto, for the fake
of his old mafter, who is, and ever will
beyt e Dear Phillips;

Your affe&ionate friend,
and humble fervant,

Gloucefter, April z.
JER. MEeLFORD.

To Mrs. Jermyw, at her houfe in
Gloucefter.

DEAR MADAM,
HAVING no mother of my own, T
hope you will give meleave to difburthen
my poor heart to you, who have always
alted the part of a kind parent to me,
ever fince I was put under your care.—In-
deed, and indeed, my worthy governefs

may believe me, when I affure her, that I
never harboured a thought that was
otherwife than virtuous ; and, if God will
give me grace, 1 fhall never behave fo as
to caft a reflection on the eare you have
taken in my education. I confefs I have
given juft caufe of offence by my want
B 5 €
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of prudence and experience. .I oughtnot
to have liftened to what the young man
faid ; and it was my duty to have told
you all that paffed, but I was athamed to
mention it ; and then he behaved fo mo~ -
deft and refpe@ful, and feemed to be fo
melancholy and timorous, that I could
not find in my heart to do any thing that
fhould make him miferable and defperate.
As for familiarilies, I do-declare, I never
once allowed him the favour of a falute ;
and as to the few letters that pafled be-
tween us, they are all in my uncle’s
hands, and I hope they contain nothing
“contrary to-innocence and honour,—I am
ftill perfuaded that he is not what heap-
pears to be: but time will difcover—
mean while I will endeavour to forget a
connaexion, which is fo difpleafing to my
family. I have cried without ceafing, and
have not tafted any thing but tea, fincel
was hurried away from you; nor did I
once clofe my- eyes for three nights run-
ning.——My aunt continues to chide' me
feverelywhen we are by ourfelves ; but T
hope to foften her in time, by humility
and fubmiffien.—My uncle, who was fo
dreadfully paffionate in the beginning,
has been moved by my tears and diftrefs ;
and is now all tendernefs and compaffion 3
and my brother is reconciled to: me, on
1y
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HUMPHRY CLINKER. 11

_my promife to break off all correfpon-
dence with that unfortunate youth : bur,
notwithftanding all their indulgence, I
thall have no peace of mind till I know
my dear and ever honoured governefs
has forgiven her poor, difconfolate, for-
lorn,

Affetionate humble fervant,
till death,

- Clifton, April 6. Lypra MELFORD.

SOCESSCCCECTTSESTEST

To Mifs LEr1T1A WiLLIs, at Glou-
cefter.

MY DEAREST LETTY,

I AM in fuch a fright, left this fhould
not come fafe to hand by the convey-
ance of Jarvis the carrier, that I beg
you will write. me, on the receipt of it,
direting to me, under cover, to Mrs.
Winifred Jenkins, my aunt’s maid, who
is a good girl, and has been {o kind to me
in my affliction, thatI have made her my
confidant ; as for Jaryis, he-was very thy
of taking charge of my letter and the lit-
tle parcel, becaufe his fifter Sally had like

to have loft her place on my account:: in=
Bs deed
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deed I cannot blame the man for his cau-
‘tion; butl have made it worth his while.
~—My dear companion and bed-fellow, it
is a grievous addition to my other misfors
tunes, that I am deprived of your agree-
able company and converfation, ata time
when I need fo much the comfort of your
good humour. and good fenfe ; but, 1
" hope, - the friendfhip we contra&ted at
boarding-fchool, will laft for life——I
doubt ot but on my fide it will daily in-
creafe and improve, as I gain experience,
and learn to know the value of a true
friend. — O, my dear Letty ! what fhall
fay about poor Mr. Wilfon ? I have pro-
mifed to break off all correfpondence,
and, if poffible, to forget him : but,
alas ! I begin to perceive that will not
be in my power. Asitis by no means
proper that the picture thould remain in
my hands, left it thould be the occafion
of more mifchief, I have fent it to you
by this opportunity, - begging you will
cither keep it fafe till better times, or re-

urn it to Mr. Wilfon himfelf, who, Ifup-’

pofe, .will make it his bufinefs to fee you
at the ufual place. If he fhould be low-
{pirited at my fending back his picture,
you may tell him I have no occafion for
a picture, while the original continues en-
graved on my——But no; I would not

have
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have you tell him that neither; becaufe
there muft be an end of our correfpon-
dence—1I with he may forget me, for the
fake of his own peace; and yet if he
fhould, he muft be a barbarous But
’tis impoffible—poor Wilfon cannot be
falfe and inconftant : 1 befeech him not
to write to me, nor attempt to fee me for
fome time; for, confidering the refent-
ment and paffionate temper of my brother
Jery, fuch an attempt might be attended
with confequences which would make us
all miferable for life—Iet us truft to time
and the chapter of accidents; or rather to
that Providence which will not fail, fooner
or later, to reward thofe that walk in the
paths of honour and virtue—I would of-
fer my love to the young ladies; but it
is not fit that any of them fhould know
you have received this letter.—If we go
to Bath, I fhalt fend you my fimple. re-
marks upon that famous center of polite
amufement, and cvery other place we
may chance to vifit; and I flatter myfelf
that my dear Mifs Willis will be punc~
tual in anfwering the letters of her affec-
tionate,

Clifton, April 6. Lypra MkeLrorp.

To
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PRGTERG TS IS TE TS TS
To Dr. Lewis.

DEAR LEWIS,

1 HAVE followed your directions
with fome fuccefs, and might have been
upon my legs by this time, had the wea-
ther permitted me to ufe my faddle-horfe.
I rode out upon the Downs laft Tuefday,
in the forenoon, when the fky, as far as
the vifible horizon, was withouta cloud ;
. but before T had gone a full mile, 1 was
overtaken inftantaneoufly by a florm of
rain that wet me to the fkin in three mi-
nutes—whence it came the devil knows 3
but it has laid me up (I fuppofe) for one
fortnight. 1t makes me fick to hear peo-

ple talk of the fine air upon Clifron- .

Downs: how can the air be cither agree-
able or falutary, where the dzmon of
vapours defcends in a perpetual drizzle ?
My confinement is the more intolerable,
as I am furrounded with domeftic vexa-
tions.—My niece has had a dangerous fit
of illnefs, occafioned by that curfed inci-
dent at Gloucefter, which I mentioned in

my laft.——She is a poor good-natured
fimpleton, as foft as butter, and as eafily
melted

VVA.BHSC



HUMPHRY CLINKER., 15

melted—not that the’s a fool—the girl’s
parts are not defpicable, and her educa-
tion has not been neglected ; that is to
fay, fhe can write and fpell, and fpeak
French, and play upon the harpfichord ;
then the dances finely, has a good figure,
and is very well inclined ; but, fhe's de-
ficient in {pirit, and fo fufceptible—and
fo tender forfooth l—truly, fhe has got a
languithing eye, and. reads romances——
Then there’s her brother, ’fquire Jery, a
pert jackanapes, full of college-petulance
and felf-conceit; proud as a German
count, and as hot and hafty ‘as a Welch
mountaineer. As for that fantaftical
animal, my fifter Tabby, you are no
firanger to her qualifications—I vow to
God, fhe is fometimes fo intolerable, that
I almoft think fhe’s the devil incarnate
come to torment me for my fins; and
yet I am confcious of no fins that ought
to entail fuch family-plagues upon me—
why the devil thould not I thake off thefe
torments. at. once? I an’t married to
,Tabby, thank Heaven! nor did I beget
the other two: let them choofe another
guardian : for my part, I an’t in a condi-
tion to take care of myfelf; much lefs to
faperintend the conduc of giddy-headed
boys and girls. You earneftly defire to
know the particulars of our adventure at
. Glou=
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Gloucefter, which are briefly thefe, and I
hope they will go no farther :---Liddy
had been fo long cooped up in a board-
ing-fchool, which, next to a nunnery; is
the worft Kind of feminary that ever was
contrived for young women, that the be-
came as inflammable as touch-wood ; and
going to a play in holiday time,—’{death,
P’m afhamed to tell you! fhe fell in love
with one of the actors—a handfome young
fellow that goes by the name of Wilfon.
The rafcal foon perceived the impreffion
he had made, and managed matters {o as
to fee her at a houfe where fhe went to
drink tea with her governcfs. — This was
the beginning of a correfpondence, which
they kept up by means of a jade of a mil-
liner, who made and drefled caps for the
girls at the boarding-fchool. 'When we
arrived at Gloucefter, Liddy came to ftay
at lodgings with’ her aunt, and Wilfod
bribed the maid to deliver a letter into
her own hands ; but it feems Jery had al-
ready acquired fo much credit with the

maid (by what means he beft knows),

that fhe carried the letter to him, and fo
the whole plot was difcovered. The rath
boy, without faying a word of .the matter
to me, went immediately in fearch of
‘Wilfon ; and, I fuppofe, treated him with
infolence enough. The theatrical hero

was

VYVA.BHSC




HUMPHRY CLINKER. 17

was too far gone in romance to brook
fuch ufage : he replied in blank verfe, and
a formal challenge enfued.  They agreed
to meet early next morning and decide
the difpute with fword and piftol. I
heard nothing at all of the affair, till Mr.
Morley came to my bed-fide in the morn-
ing, and told me he was afraid my
nephew was going to fight, as he had
* been over-heard talking very loud and
vehement with Wilfon at the young man’s
lodgings the night before, and afterwards
went and bought powder and ball at a
thop in the neighbourhood. I gotup im-
mediately, and upon inquiry found he
was juft gone out. I begged Morley to
knock up -the mayor, that he might in-
terpofe as a magiftrate, and in the mean
time I hobbled after the fquire, whom I
faw at a diftance walking at a great pace
towards the city gate—in fpite of all my
efforts, I could not come up till our two
combatants had taken their ground, and
were priming their piftols.. An old houfe
luckily fcreened me from their view ; fo
that I rufhed upon them at once, before
1 was perceived. They were both con-
founded, and: attempted to make their
efcape different ways 3 but Morley com-
ing up with conftables at that inftant,
took Wilfon into cuftody, and Jery fol-

. lowed
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lowed him quietly to the mayor’s houfe.
All this time I was ignorant of what had
pafled the preceding day; and neither of
the parties would difcover a tittle of the
matter. The mayor obferved that it was
great prefumption in Wilfon, who was a
dtroller, to proceed to fuch extremities
with a gentleman of family and fortune ;
" and threatened to commit him on the va-
grant a&.—The young fellow buftled up
with great fpirit, declaring he was a gen-
tleman,. and would be treated as fuch;
but he refufed to explain himfelf farther,
‘The mafter of the company being fent
for, and examined, touching the faid
Wilfon, faid the young man had engaged
with'him at Birmingham about fix months
ago; but never would take his falary;
that he had behaved fo well in his pri-
vate charaQer, as'to acquire the refpec
and good-will of all his acquaintance, and
that the public owned his merit, as an
aor, was altogether extraordinary.—w
‘After all, I fancy, he will turn 6ut to be
a run-away ’prentice from London.—The
manager offered to bail him for any fum,
provided he would give his word and ho-
nour that he would keep the peace; but
the young gentleman was on his high
ropes, ard would by no means lay him-
felf under any reftrictions: on the other
hand,
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hand, Hopefull was equally obftinate;
till at length the mayor declared, that if
‘they both refufed to be bound over, he
would immediately commit Wilfon as a
vagrant to hard labour. I own I was
much pleafed with Jery’s behaviour on
this occafion : he faid, that rather than
Mr. Wilfon fhould be treated in fuch an
ignominious manner, he would give his
word and honour to profecute the -af-
fair no farther while they remained at
Gloucefter—W ilfon thanked him for his
generous manner of proceeding, and was
difcharged. ~ On our return to our lodg-
ings, my nephew. explained the whole
myftery; and I own I was exceedingly
incenfed.——Liddy being queftioned on
the fubje&, and very feverely reproached
by that wild-cat my fifter Tabby, firfk
fivooned away, - then diffolving in a flood
of tears, confefled all the particulars of
the correfpondence, at the fame time giv-
ing up three letters, which was all the had
received from her admirer., The laft,
which Jery intercepted, ‘I fend you in-
clofed, and when you have read it, I dare
fay you;won’t wonder at the progrefs the
writer had made in the heart of a fimple
girl, utterly unacquainted with the cha-
racters of mankind. ‘Thinking it was
high time to remove her from fuch a

dan-
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dangerous connexion, T carried her off the
very next day to Briftol; but the poor
creature was {o frightened and fluttered,
by our threats and expoftulations, that
the fell fick the fourth day after our arri-
val at Clifton, ‘and continued fo ill for a
whole week, that: her life was defpaired
of. It was not till yefterday that Dr.
Rigge declared her out of danger. You
‘cannot imagine what ‘I have fuffered,
partly from ‘the indifcretion of this poor
child, but much more from the fear of
lofing her entirely. This air is intoler-
ably cold, and the place quite folitary—
T'never: go down to the well without re-
turning low-fpirited’; for there I meet
with half a dozen poor emaciated crea-
tures, with ghoftly looks, in the laft ftage
of a confumption, who have made thift
to linger' through the winter, like fo
many exotic plants languithing in a hot-
houfe; but, in all appearance, will drop
into their graves before 'the fun has
warmth enough to mitigate the rigour of
this ‘ungenial {pring.—If you think the
Bath water will be of any fervice to me, I
will go- thither as foon ‘as my niece can
bear the motion of the ‘coach. Tell
Barns I am obliged to him for his advice ;
but don’t €hoofe to follow it. If Davis
voluntarily offers to give up the farm, the

other
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other thall have it; but I will not begin
at this time of day to diftres my tenants,
becaufe they are unfortunate, and cannot
make regular payments: I wonder that
Barns fhould think me capable of fuch
oppreffion—As for Higgins, the fellow is
a notorious poacher, to be fure; and an
impudent rafcal to fet his fnares in my
own paddock; but, I fuppofe, he
thought he had fome right (efpecially in
my abfence) to partake of what nature
feems to have intended for common ufe—
you may threaten him in my name, as
much as you pleafe, and if he repeats the
offence, let ' me know it before you have
recourfe to juftice. I know you are a
great {portfinan, and oblige many of your
friends: I need not tell you to make ufe
of my grounds; but it may be neceffary
to hint, that ’'m more afraid of my fowl-
ing piece than of my game,  When you
can {pare two or three brace of partridges,
fend them over by the ftage-coach, and
tell Gwyllim that fhe forgot to pack up
my flannels and wide fhoes in the trunk-
mail—I fhall trouble you as ufual, from
time to time, till at laft I fuppofe you
will be tired of correfponding with

Your aflured friend,

Clifton, April 17. M. BRAMBLE.
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To Mifs Lypia MELFORD:

MISS WILLIS has pronounced my
doom you are going away, dear Mifs
Melford !—you are going to be removed,
I know not whither ! what fhall I do?
which way fhall I turn for confolation ? I
know not what I fay—all night long have
I been tofled in a fea of doubts and fears,
‘uncertainty and diftraction, without be-
ing able to conneét my thoughts; much
lefs to form any confiftent plan of con-
~ dué&t—1I was even tempted to wifh that I

had never feen you; or that you had been
lefs amiable, or lefs compaffionate to
your poor-Wilfon ; and yet it would be
deteftable ingratitude in me to form fuch
a wifh, confidering how much I am in-
debted to your goodnefs, and the ineffa-
ble pleafure I have derived from your in-
dulgence and approbation—Good God ! I
never heard your name mentioned with-
out emotion! the moft diftant profpet
of being admitted to your company, filled
my whole foul with a kind of pleafing
alarm! as the time approached my heart

y 5 beat
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beat with redoubled force, and every
nerve thrilled with a tranfport of expecta-
tion; but, when I found myfelf actually
in your prefence ; when I heard you
fpeak ;—when I faw you fmile; when I
beheld your charming eyes turned fa-
vourably upon me; my breaft was filled
with fuch tumults of delight, as wholly
deprived me of the power of utterance,
and wrapt me in a delirium of joy!
encouraged by your fweetnefs of temper
and affability, I ventured to defcribe the
feelings of my heart—even then you did
not check my prefumption you pitied
my fufferings, and gave me leave to
hope you put a favourable—perhaps
too favourable a conftruction, on my ap-
pearance—certain it is, I am no player in
love—I fpeak the language of my own
heart; and have no prompter but na-
ture. Yet there is fomething in this
. heart, which I have not yet difclofed—
1 flattered myfelf—But, I will not—I
muft not proceed—Dear Mifs Liddy ! for
Heaven’s fake, contrive, if poffible, fome
means of letting me fpeak to you before
you leave Gloucefter ; otherwife, I know
not what will—But I begin to rave again
—1I will endeavour to*bear this trial with
fortitude~—while I.am capable of reflect-
ing upon your tendernefs and truth, I
5 furely
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furely have no caufe to defpair—yet [ am
firangely affected.  The fun feems to'de-
ny me light—a cloud hangs over me, and
there is a dreadful weight upon my fpi-
‘rits ! While you ftay in this place, I fhall
continually hover about your lodgings,
as the parted foul is faid to linger about
the grave where its mortal confort lies,—
I know, if itis in your power, you will
tafk your humanity—your compaffion—
thail I add, your affection >—in order to
affuage the almoft intolerable difquiet
that torments the heart of your af-
flicted, ; :

Gloucefter,” March 31, WIiLsON.

EXEABRARARARILEXLILX

“To Sir Warkin Prtiries, of Jefus
college, Oxon. :

O 4 . Hot-well, April 18.
DEAR PHILLIPS,

I GIVE Manfel credit for his inven-
tion, in propagating the report that I
had a quarrel with a mountebank’s merry
Andrew at Gloucefter: but I have too
much refpect for every appendage of wit,

. 10,
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to quarrél even with the loweft buffoon~
ery; and therefore I hope Manfel and I
fhall always be good friends, I cannot,
however, approve of his drowning my ..
poor dog Ponto, on purpofe to convert
Ovid’s pleonafm into a punning epitaph.
—deerant quoque Littora Ponto . for,, that he
threw him into the Ifis, when it was fo
high and impetuous, with no other view
than to kill the fleas, is an excufe that
will not hold water—But I leave poor
Ponto to his fate, and hope Providence
will take. care to accommodate Manfel
with a drier death. 5
As there is nothing that can be called
company at the Well, I am here in a
ftate of abfolute ruftication : This, how-
ever, gives me léifure to obferve the fin-
gularities in my uncle’s charaéer, which
jeems to have interefted your curiofity;
The truth is, his difpofition and mine,
which, like oil and vinegar, repelled one
another at firft, have now begun to mix
by dint of being beat up together. I was
onceapt to.belieye him a complete Cynic ;
and that nothing but, the neceffity of his
accafions could compel him to get with~
in the pale of fociety—I am now of an-
Olh'fel,'.pﬁnio?.b I think his peevifhnefs
arifes partly from bodily pain, and partly .
Vor Lo senn CP Pfi‘on{ :
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from a natural excefs of mental fenfibility 5
for, I fuppofe, the mind as well as the
body, ‘is in fome cafes endued with a
morbid excefs of fenfation.

I was t'other day much diverted with a
conyerfation that paffed in the Pump-
room, betwixt him and the famous Dr.
L n, who is come to ply at the Well
for patients. My uncle was complaining
of the ftink, occafioned by the vaft quan-
tity of mud and flime, which the river
leaves at low ebb under the windows of
the Pump-room. He obferved, that the
exhalations arifing from fuch a nuifance,
could not but be prejudicial to the weak
‘lungs of many confumptive patients, who
came to drink the water. The Doctor
overhearing this remark, made up to
him, 'and affured him he was miftaken.
He faid, people in general were fo mif-
led by vulgar prejudices, that philofo-
phy was hardly fufficient to undeccive
them. Then humming thrice, he af-
fumed 2 moft ridiculous folemnity of
afpec, and entered into a learned invefti-
gation of the nature of ftink. He ob-
ferved, that flink, or ftench, meant no
more than a firong impreffion on the
olfadtory nerves; and might be applied
to fubftances of the moft oppofite quali-

*ities 5
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ties ; that in the Dutch language, finken
fignified the moft agreeable perfume, as
well as the moft fetid odour, as appears
in Van Vloudel’s tranflation of Horace, in
that beautiful ode, * Quis multa gracilis, &c.
The words Jiguidis perfufus odoribus, he
tranflates van civet & mofchata geftinken
that individuals differed so70 cwlo in their |
opinion of fmells, which, indeed, was al-
together as arbitrary as the opinion of
beauty; that the French were pleafed
with the putrid effluvia of animal food ;
and fo were the Hottentots in Africa, and
the Savages in Greenland ; and that the
Negroes on the coaft of Senegal would
ot touch fith till it was rotten; ftrong
prefumptions in favour of what is gene-
rally called flink, as thofe nations are in a
ftate of nature, undebauched by luxury,
unfeduced by whim and caprice : that he
bad reafon to believe the ftercoraceous fla-
vour, condemned by prejudice as a fink,
was, in fa&, moft agreeable to the or-
gans of fmelling; for, that every perfor
who pretended to naufeate the finell of
another’s -excretions, fnuffed up his own
with particular complacency 5 for the
truth of which he appealed to all the la-
dies and gentlemen then prefent : he faid,
the inhabitants of Madrid and Edin-

z Ca burgh
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burgh found particular fatisfaction in
breathing their own atmofphere, which
was always impregnated with ftercora-
ceous effluvia: that the learned Dr. B—,
in 'his treatife on the Four Digeftions, ex-
plains in what manner the volatile efflu-
via from the inteflines, ftimulate and
promote the operations of the animal
ceconomy : he affirmed, the laft Grand
Duke of Tufcany, of the Medicis family,
who réfined upon fenfuality with the {pi-
rit of a philofopher, was fo delighted
with that odour, that he caufed the ef-
" fence of ordure o be extratted, and ufed
it as the moft delicious perfume : that he

himfelf (the doGor), when he happened

- to'be low-fpirited, or fatigued with bufi-
nefs, found immediate relief and uncom-

mon fatisfaction from hanging over the

ftale contents of ‘a clofe-ftool; while his

fervant ftirred it about under his nofe;

nor was this effect to be wondered ar,

when “we confider that this fubftance

abounds with the felf-fame volatile falts

that are fo greedily finelled to by the

moft delicate invalids, after they have

been extratted and fublimed by .the che-

mifts. By this time the company be-

gan to hold ‘their nofes; but the dottor,

without taking the leaft notice of this fig-

nal,

VVA.BHSC




"HUMPHRY CLINKER: z9
nal, proceeded to fhew, that many fetid
fubftances were not only agreeable but
falutary 5 fuch as affafetida, and other me-
dicinal gums, refins, roots, and veget-
ables, over and above burnt feathers, tan-
pits, candle-fouffs, &% In fhort, he
ufed many learned arguments to perfuade
his audience out of their fenfes ; and from
Jfench made a tranfition, to filth, which
he affirmed was alfo a, miftaken idea, ‘in

" as much as objects fo called, were noother
_ than certain modifications of matter, con-

filting of the fame principles that enter in-
tq the compofition of all created eflences,
whatever .they may be: that in the
filthieft produétion of nature, a ‘philofo-

_pher confidered nothing but the earth,

water, falt, and air of which it was com-

_pounded;; that, for his own part, he had

no more objetion to drinking the dirtieft
ditch water, than he had to a glafs of wa-
ter from the Hot Well, provided he was
affured there was nothing poifonous in
the concrete. Then addreffing himfelf
to my uncle, ¢ Sir, (faid he) you feem
« to be of a dropfical habit, and proba-
¢ bly will foon have a confirmed afzites:
if I fhould be prefent when you are
tapped, I will give you a convincing
¢ proof of what I affert, by drinking

C3 ¢ with-
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¢ without hefitation the water that comes
<« out of your abdomen.”. The ladies
made wry faces dt this declaration, and
my uncle, changing colour, told him he
did not defire any fuch proof of his phi-

- lofophy : ¢ But I fhould be glad to
< 4 know (faid he) what makes you think
« T am of a dropfical habit?” ¢ Sir, I
beg pardon (replied the doctor) I per-
ceive your ancles are fwelled, and you
feem to have the facies lencophlegmatica.
Perhaps, indeed, your diforder may be
oedematous, or gouty, or it may be the
lues venerea: if you have any reafon
to flatter yourfelf it is this laft, fir, I
will undertake to cure you with three
{mall pills, even if the difeafe thould
have attained its utmoft inveteracy.
Sir, it is an arcanum which I have dif-
covered, and prepared with infinite la-
bour.—Sir, 1 have lately cured a wo-,
-¢¢ man in Briftol—a common proftitute,
¢ fir, who had got all the worft {fymp-
toms of “the diforder; fuch as nodi,
tophi; and gummala, verruca, criffe
Galli;, and a ferpiginous -eruption, or
rather ‘a pocky fitch all over her body.
117 By that timé fhe bad taken the
fecond pill; fir, by Heaven! fhe was
as fmooth as my hand, and the third
: ¢« made
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made her as found and as freth as a
sew born infant.” ¢ Sir, (cried my
uncle peevithly) T have no reafon to
flacter myfelf that my diforder comes
within the efficacy of your noftrum.
But, -this patient you talk of, may not
be fo found at bottom' as you ima-
gine.” ¢ I can’t poffibly be miftaken :
(rejoined the philofopher) for I have
had communication with her three
times—I always afcertain my cures in
that manner.” At this remark, all the

ladies retired to another corner of the
room, and fome of them began to {pit.—
As to my uncle, though he was ruffied at
firft by the doctor’s faying he was dropfi-
. cal, he could not help {miling at this ri-
diculous confeffion, and, I fuppofe, with
a view to punifh this original, told ‘him
there was a wart upon his nofe, that
looked a little fufpicious. 1 don’t pre-

«
L
1

¢
[
«
13

a

tend to be a judge of thofe matters ;
(faid he) but I underftand that warts
are often produccd by the diftemper 3
and that one upon your nofe feems to
have taken pofieffion of the very key-
ftone of the bridge, which I hope isin
no danger of falling.” L n feemed
little confounded at this remark, and

affured him it was nothing but a com-
C

4 mon
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mon excrefcence of the cuticula, but that
the bones were all found below ; for the
truth of this affertion he appealed to the
touch, defiring he would feel the part,
My uncle faid it was a matter of {uch de-
licacy to meddle with a gentleman’s nofe,
that he declined the office—upon which,
the Do&or turning to me, intreated me
to do him that favour. 1 complied with
his requeft, and handled it fo roughly,
that he fbeezed, and the tears ran down
his cheeks, to the no fmall entertainment
»of the company, and particularly of my
uncle, who burft out a~laughing for the
Afirft time fince I have been with him;
and took 'notice, that the part feemed to
- be very tender. * “¢/8ir, (cried the Doc-
¢ tor) it is maturally a tender part; but
%o remove all poffibility of doubt, I
¢ will ‘take off the wart "‘this very
stinights?
So faying, he bowed with gfeat folem-
“ nity all ‘round, and retired'to his 'own
- lodgings, where he applied cauftic'to the
«wart; but it fpread in‘fuch a manner as
to 'produce a confiderable inflammation,
attended with an enormous fwelling ; ‘fo
that when he next appeared, his ‘whole
face was overfhadowed by this tremen-
-dous nozzle; and the rueful eagernefs
with
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with which he explained this unlucky
_accident, was ludicrous beyond all de-
{cription. 1 was much pleafed with
meeting the original of a chara&ter, which
you and I have often laughed at in de-
feription; and what: furprifes ' me Very
much, I find the features in_ the piture,
which has been drawn for him, rather
foftened tharr over-charged.—

As I have fomething elfe to fay; and
this letter has run to an unconfcionable
length, I fhall now give you a little re~
dpite, and trouble you again by the very
firft poft. 1 with you would take it in
your head to retaliate thefe double firokes
upon

Yours always,

. Mzrrord,

Cs To
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To Sir. WATKIN PuiLLips, of
Jefus college, Oxon.

; Hot Well, April 2o,
' DEAR KNIGHT,
I NOW 'fit down to execute the
 threat in the tail of my laft. The truth
is, I am big with -the fecret, and long to
be delivered. It relates to my guardian,
who, you know, is at prefent our prin-
cipal obje in view. M
T’other day, I thought I had detected
him in fuch a ftate of frailty, as would
but ill _become his years and character.
There is a decent fort of a woman, not
difagreeable in her perfon, that comes to
the Well, with a poor emaciated child,
far gone in a confumption. I had caught
my uncle’s eyes feveral times directed to
this perfon, with a very fufpicious ex-
preffion in them, and every time he faw
himfelf obferved, he haftily withdrew
them, with evident marks of confufion—

1 refolved to watch him more narrowly,
; and
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and faw him fpeaking to her privately in
a corner of the walk. At length, going
down to the Well one day, I met her
half way up the bill to . Clifton, and
could not help fufpecting fhe was going
to our lodgings by appointment, s it was
about one oclock, the hour when my
fifier and I are generally at the Pump-
room.—This notion exciting my curio-
fity, I returned by a back way, and got
unperceived into my own chamber, which
is contiguous to my uncle’s apartment.
Sure enough, the woman was introduced,
but not into his bed-chamber; he gave
her audience in a parlour; fo that I was
obliged to fhift my ftation to another
room, where, however, there was a fmall
chink in the partition, through which T
could perceive what pafled.—My uncle,
though a little lame, rofe up when fhe
came in, and fetting a chair for her, de-
Gired fhe would fit down: then he afked
if fhe would take a difh of chocolate,
which fhe declined, with much acknow-
ledgment. After. a fhort paufe, he faid,
in a croaking tone of veice, which con~
founded me not a little, ¢« Madam, Iam
« truly concerned for your misfortunes 3
« and if this trifle can be'of any fervice
« to you, I beg you will accept it with-

C6 “ out
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'« gut ceremony.” -So faying, he put a
"bit of paper into her hand, which the
* ppening with great trepidation, exclaimed
in an extacy, ¢ Twenty pounds! O, fir,”

and finking down upon a fettee, fainted
“away—Frightened at this fit, and, I fup-
“pofe, afraid of calling for affiftance, left
‘her fituation fhould give rife' to unfa-
vourable conjeftures, he ran about the

‘room in’ diftra&tion, making frightful
“grimaces ; and, at length, had recollce-
tion enough to throw a little water in her

face; by which application fhe was

brought to herfelf : but, then her feeling

took another turn. She fhed a flood of

tears, and cried aloud, ¢ I know not

« who you are: bur, fure worthy

« fir —generous fir !—the diftrefs of me

and my poor dying child—Oh! if the
widow’s prayers—if the orphan’s tears
of gratitude cam ought avail—gracious
<« Providence! Bleffings! fhower down

A¢ eternal bicflings—” Here fhe was in-
‘terrupted by my uncle, who muttered in
a voice ftill more 2nd more difcordant,

“¢«“For Heaven’s fake be quiet, madam—
« confider—the people of the' houfe—

¢ fdeath ! can’t you—" “All this time

“fhe was ftruggling to throw berfelf on her
koees, while he {eizing her by the. wrifts,

€~
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endeayoured ' to feat her upon the fettee,
“faying, ¢ Pr’ythee—good now——hold
«your ' tongue—"" At that inftant, who
fhould burft into the room but our aun¢
Tabby ! of all antiquated . maidens the
moft diabolically capricious—Ever pry-
ing ‘into other people’s affairs, the had
feen the woman enter, and followed her
to the door, where fhe ftood liftening,
but probably could hear nothing diftinét-
ly, except my uncle’s laft exclamation 3
at which fhe bounced into the parlour in
a violent rage, that' dyed the tip of her
nofe of a purple hue,—¢ Fy upon you,
« Mate! (cried 'the) what doings are
« thefe, to difgrace your own charaéter,
« and difparage your family ?—Then,
fnatching the bank-note out of the ftran-
ger’s hand, ‘the went on—¢ How ‘now,
< twenty pounds l—here is temptation
¢« with a'witnefs |——Good woman, go
< gbout your bufinefs—Brother, bro<
‘< ther, I know not which moft to ad-
“ mire: your concupiffins, ‘or your ex-
travagance !—" < Good God, (ex-
claimed the poor woman) fhall a wor-
thy gentleman’s charater fuffer for an
« a&ion, that does honour to humani-
« ty 3 By this time, uncle’s indignation
was effc@ually roufed. “His face grew

pale,

i3

<
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pale, his teeth chattered, and his eyes
flathed—¢¢ Sifter, (cried he, in a voice
¢ like thunder) I vow to God, your im-
¢¢ pertinence is exceedingly provoking.”
‘With thefe words, he took her by the
hand, and, opening the door of commu-
nication, thruft her into the chamber
where I ftood, fo affeéted by the fcene,
that the tears ran down my cheeks. Ob-
ferving thefe marks of emotion, ¢ Idon’t
<« wonder, (faid fhe) to fee you concerned
¢ at the back-flidings of fo near a rela-
¢ tion ; a man of his years and infirmi-
¢ ties : thefe are fine doings, truly—
¢ This is a rare example, fet by a guar-
¢ dian, for the bencfit of his pupils—
« Monftrous ! incongrous ! fophiftical !”
—I thought it was but an aé of juftice
to fet her to rights ; and therefore ex-
plained the myftery—But fhe would not
be undeceived. ¢« What! (faid the)
@ would you go for to offer, for to ar-
<« guefy me out of my fenfes ? Did’n’t I
¢ hear him whifpering to her to hold her
“¢¢ tongue ? Did’n’t I fee her in tears !
¢¢ Did’n’t I fee him ftruggling to throw
¢ her upon the couch? O filthy ! hide-
¢ ous ! abominable ! Child, child, talk
€ not to me of charity,——Who gives
s¢ twenty pounds in charity ?>—DBut you

¢ are

-
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« are a firipling—You know nothing of
¢ the world—Befides, charity begins at
¢ home—Twenty pounds would buy me
¢ a complete fuit of flowered filk, trim-
« mings and all—” In fhort, I quitted
the room, my contempt for her, and my
refpet for her brother, being increafed in
the fame proportion. I have fince been
informed, that the perfon, whom my
uncle fo generoufly relieved, is the wi-
dow of an enfign, who has nothing to
depend upon but the penfion of fifteen
-pounds a year. The people of the Well-
houfe give her an excellent character.
She lodges in a garret, and works very
hard at plain-work, to fupport her
daughter, who is dying of a confump-
tion. . I muft own, to my fhame, I feel
" a frong inclination to follow my uncle’s
example, in relieving this poor widow ;
but, betwixt friends, I am afraid of be~
ing dete€ted in a weaknefs, that might
entail the ridicule of the company upon,

-~

Dear Philips,
yours always,
J. MELFORDs
Dire& your next to me at
Bath’; and remember
me to all our fellow=
jefuitse
Fo
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To Dr. LEw 1s.

Hot Wells, April 20,

1 UNDERSTAND yourhint. There
are myfleries in phyfick, ’ as'well as in
religion ;" which we of the prophane have
no right to ‘inveftigate—A 'man muft not

“prefume to' ufe his reafon, unlefs he has
ftudied the' categories, and can chop lo-

gic by mode and figure—Between friends,

I'think, “every man of tolerable  parts

‘otight, at ‘my time" of day, to be both

phyfician’ and lawyer, 'as far ‘as his'own

conftitution’ and property ‘ate concerned.

For'my own part, I'have had ‘an hofpital

‘thefe fourteen years ‘within'myfelf,*and

“tudied my own' cafe with the moft pain-
ful attention ; confequéntly imay be fup-

pofed to know fomething of the matter,

although [ Have not taken regular courfes

of  phyfiology, ef cetera, et cetera—In

fhort, I have for fome time been 6f opi-

nion, (no offence, dear Do&or): that the

fum of all your “medical * difcoveries

“amounts
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amounts to . this, that .the more you -
ftudy the lefs you know.—I have read all
that has been written on the Hot Wells,
and what I can colleé from the whole, is,
that the water contains nothing but a lit=
tle falt, and calcarious earth, mixed in
fuch inconfiderable proportion, - as can
have very little, if any, effecton the ani-
mal oeconomy. This being the cafe, 1
think the man deferves to be fitted with
a cap and bells; who, for fuch a paltry
advantage as this fpring affords, facii-
fices his precious time, which might be
employed in taking more effe@ual reme-
dies, and expofes himfelf to the dirt, the
ftench, the chilling blafts, and perpetual
rains, that render this place ro me intoler-
able. If thefe waters, from a fmall degree of
aftringency, are of fome fervice in the dis-
betes, diarrbea, ‘and #ight fweats, when the
fecretions are too much increafed; muft not
they do harm inthe fame proportion, where
the humours are obftruéted, as in the g/f5-
* ma, fiurvy, gout, and dropfy ?—Now wetalk
of the dropfy, hereis a ftrange, fantafti-
cal oddity, one of your brethren, who
harrangucs every day in the Pump-room,
as if he was hired to give lectures on all
fubjecs whatfoever—I know not what to
make ‘of him——Sometimes he makes
fhrewd
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threwd remarks ; at other times, he talks
 like the greateft fimpleton in nature—He
has read a great deal ; but withour me-
~thod or judgment, and digefted nothing,
He believes every thing he has read ; elpe-

~ cially if it has any thing of the marvelous
in it; and his converfation is a furprifing
hotch-potch of erudition, and extrava-
gance.——He told me t'other day, with
great confidence, that my cafe was drop-
fical ; or, as he called ir, leucopblegmatic :
a fure fign, that his want of experience
is equal to his prefumption ; for, you
know, there is nothing analagous to the
" dropfy in my diforder—I wifh thofe im-
pertinent fellows, with their ricketty un-
_ derftandings, would keep their advice
for thofe that afk it——Drepfy, indeed ! |
Sure I have not lived to the age of fifty-
five, and had fuch experience of my own
“diforder, and confulted you and “other
eminent phyficians, {o often, and fo long,
to be undeceived by fuch a—But, with-
out all doubt, the man is mad; and,
therefore, what he fays is of no confe-
quence.’ I had, yefterday, a vifit from
Higgins; who came hither under the ter-
ror of your threats, and bronght me in
a prefent a brace of hares ; which he
owned he took in my ground ; and I
could
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could not perfuade the fellow that he did
wrong, or that I would ever profecute
him for poaching—I muft defire you will
wink hard at the pradices of this rafcal-
lion 3 otherwife I fhall be plagued with
* his prefents ; which coft me more than
they are worth.—If 1 could wonder at
any thing Fitzowen does, T fhould be
furprifed at his affurance, in defiring you
to folicit my vote for him, at the next
ele@tion for the county : for him, who
oppofed me on the like occafion, with
the moftilliberal competition—You may
tell him civilly, that I beg to be excufed.
Direét your:next for me at Bath, whither
T propofe to remove to-morrow ; not only
on my own account, but for the fake of
my nicce, Liddy, whois like to relapfe,
The poor creature fell into a fit yefter-
day, while T was cheapening a pair of
fpectacles, with a Jew-pedlar. I am
afraid there is fomething ftill lurking in
that little heart of her’s ; which I hope a
change of objeds will remove. Let me
know what you think of this half-witted
Doéor’s impertinent, ridiculous, and ab-
furd notion of my diforder—So far from
being dropfical, I am as lank in the belly
as agrey-hound ; and, by meafuring my
ancle with a pack-thread, I find the {wel-

ling
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ling fubfides every day —From fuch doc-
tors, good Lord deliver us !—I have not
yet taken any lodgings in Bath ; becaufe
there we can be accommodated at a mi-
nute’s warning, and I fhall choofe for
myfelf—I need not fay your dire@ions
for drinking and bathing will be agrees
able to,

Dear Lews,
* your's ever,
Mart, Bramarz,

P. 8. I forgot to tell you, that
my right ancle pits, a
fymptom, as I take it, of
its being oedematous; not
leucophlegmatica
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To Mifs LEVTTY W irL1s, at Gloucefter,

Hot ’Well. April 21,
MY DEAR LETTY,

1 DID not intend to trouble you again,
till we fhould be fettled at Bath; but
having the occafion of Jarvis, 1 could
not let ‘it flip, efpecially as I have fore-
thing extraordinary to communicate—O,
my dear companion ! What fhall I tell
you > for feveral days paft there was a
Jew-looking man, that plied at the Wells
with a box of fpectacles; and he always
eyed me fo earneftly, that 1 began to be -
very -uncafy. At laft, he came to our
lodgings at Clifton, and lingered about
the door, as if. he wanted to fpeak to
fomebody——1I was feized with an odd
kind of flurtering, and begged Win to
throw herfelf in” his way : but the poor
girl has weak nerves, and was afraid of
his beard. My, uncle, having  occafion
for new glaffis, called him up flairs, and
was trying _a' p‘ai‘r of fpetacles, when the
man,
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" man, advancing to me, faid, in a whif-
per—O gracious ! what d’ye think he
faid ?—<¢ I am Wilfon !” His features
ftruck me that vegry moment——it was
Wilfon, fure enough ; but fo difguifed,
‘that it would have been impofiible to
know him, if my heart had not affifted in
the difcovery. I was fo furprifed, and fo
frightened, that] fainted away ; but foon
recovered ; and found myfelf fupported
by him on the chair, while my uncle was
running about the room, with the fpec-
tacles on his nofe, calling for help. I
had no opportunity to fpeak to him ; but
our looks were fufficiently expreffive. He
was payed for his glafes, and went away.
Then I told Win who he was, and fent
her after him to the Pump-room; where
fhe fpoke to him and begged him in my
name to withdraw from the place, that
he might not incur the fufpicion of my
uncle or my brother, if he did not want
to fee me die of terror and vexation. The
poor youth declared, with tears in his
eyes, that he had fomething extraordina-
ry to communicate ; and afked, if the
would deliver a letter to me : but this the
abfolutely refufed, by my order.—Find-
ing her obftinate in her refufal, he defir-
ed fhe would tell me, that he was no lon-

ger
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ger a player, but a gentleman ; in which
charaéter he would very foon avow his
paffion for me, without fear of cenfure or
reproach—Nay, he even difcovered his .
name and family ;- which, to my great
grief, the fimple girl forgot, in the confufi-
on occafioned by her being feen talking to
him by my brother ; who ftopt her on the
road, and afked what bufinefs the had
with that rafcally Jew—She pretended the.
was cheapening a ftay-hook ; - but was
thrown into fuch a quandary, that fhe for-
got the moft material part of the infor-
mation ; and when fhe came home, went
into ‘an hyfteric fit of laughing. This
tranfation happened three days ago, dur-
ing which he has not appeared ; fo that I
fuppofe he is gone. Dear Letty ! you fee
how Fortune takes. pleafure in perfecut-
ing your poor friend. If you fhould fee
him at Glouceftee—or if you have feen
him, and know his real name and family,
pray keep me no longer in fufpence—
And yet, if he is under no obligation to
keep himfelf longer concealed, and has
a real affeGtion for me, I fhould hope he
will, in a little” time, declare himfelf to
my relations. Sure, if there is nothing
wnfuitable in the match, they won’t be
fo cruel as to thwart my isclinations—O

~ what
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what happinefs would then be my por-
tion! I can’t help indulging the thought,
and pleafing my fancy with fuch agree-
able ideas ; which, after all, perhaps,
will never be realifed. But, why fhould
1 defpair ? who knows what will happen ?
—We fet ont for Bath to-morrow, and I
am almoft forry forit; as I begin to be
in’ love with folitude, and this is a
charming romantic place. The air is fo
pure ; the Downs fo agreeable ; the
furze in full bloflom ; the ground enamel-
led with daifies, and primrofes, and cow-
_ flips; all the trees burfling into leaves,
and the hedges already clothed with their
vernal livery ; the mountains covered
with flocks of theep, and tender bleating
wanton lambkins playing, frifking and
fkipping from fide to fide ; the groves
refound with the notes of black.bird,
thrufh, and linner 3 and all night long
fweet Philomel pours forth her ravifh-
ingly delightful fong. Then, for varie-
ty, we_go down to the mymph of Briflol
Jpring, where the company is aflembled
before dinner ; fo good natured, fo free, fo
eafy 5 and there we “drink the water {0
clear, fo pure, fo mild, fo _charmingly
maukith.  There the fun is fo chearful
and reviving ; the weather fo foft ; the
’ walk
8 2

VVA.BHSC



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 4

walk fo agreeable ; the profpec fo amuf-
ing; and the fhips and boats going up
and down the river, clofe under the win-
dows of the Pump-room, afford fuch an
enchanting variety of moving pictures, as
require a much abler pen than mine to
defcribe.  To make this place a perfect
paradife to me, nothing is wanting but an
agreeable companion and fincere friend ;
fuch as my dear mifs Willis hath been,
and T hope {till will be, to her ever faith~
ful

Lypra MErrorp,

Direét for me, ftill under cos
ver, to Win 5 and Jarvis
will take care to convey it
fafe. Adieu.

Vor.' I 3 D To
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To Sir Warxin Prrries, of Jefus
college, Oxon.

Bath, April 24,
DEAR LIPHLIPS,

Y OU have, indeed, reafon to be fur-
prifed, that I fhould have concealed my
correfpondence with mifs Blackerby from
you, to whom 1 difclofed all my other
connexions of that nature ; but the truth
is, I never dreamed of any fuch com-
merce, till your laft informed me, that it
had ‘produced fomething which could
not be much longer concealed. It isa
lucky circumftance, however, that her
reputation will not fuffer any detriment,
but rather derive advantage from the dif-
covery 5 which will prove, at leaft, that
it is not quite fo rotten, as moft people
imagined — For my own part, I declare to
you, in all the fincerity of friendfhip,
that, far from having any amorous inter-
courfe with the object in queftion, I ne-

ver
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ver had the leaft acquaintance with her
perfon; but, if the is really in the con-
dition you defcribe, I fufpe@ Manfel to
be at the bottom of the whole. His vi-
fits to that fhrine were no fecret; and
this attachment, added to fome good of~
fices, which you know he has done me,
fince L left Alma-mater, give me a right
to believe him capable of faddling ‘me
with this fcandal, when my back was
turned——Neverthelefs, if my name can
be of any fervice to'him, he is welcome
to make ufe of it; and if the woman
fhould be abandoncd enough to fwear his
bantling to me, I muft beg the favour of
you to compound with the parifh : I thall
pay the penalty without repining; and
you will be fo good as to draw upon me
immediately for the fum required——On
this occafion, I aét by the advice of my
uncle; who fays, 1{hall have good-luck
if I pafs through life without being oblig-
ed to make many more compofitions of
the fame kind. The old gentleman told,
me lalt night, with great good humour,
that betwixt the age of twenty and forty,
he had been obliged to provide for nine
baftards, fworn to him by women whom
he never faw—Mr. Bramble’s character,
which feems to intereft you greatly, opens

D a and
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and improves upon me every day.—His
fingularities afford a rich mine of enter-
tainment : his under@anding, fo far as I
can judge, is well culxivate(%: his obfer-
vations on life are equally juft, perti-
nent, and uncommon. He affects mifan-
_trophy, in order to conceal the fenfibi-
lity of a heart, which is tender, even to
a degree of weaknefs. This delicacy of
feeling, or forenefs of the mind, makes
him timorous and fearful ; but then he is
afraid of nothing fo much as of difho-
nour ; and although he is exceedingly
cautious of giving offence, he will fireat
the leaft hint of infolence or ill-breeding.
—Refpecable as he is, upon the whole,
1 can’t help being fometimes diverted by
Yis little diftrefles ; which provoke him
to let fly the fhafts of his fatire, keen
and penetrating as the arrows of Teucer
—Our aunt, Tabitha, a&s upon him as
a perpetual grind-ftone—She is, in all re-
fpedts, a firiking contraft to her brother—
But T referve her portrait for another oc-
cafion.

Three days ago we came hither from
the Hot Well, and took poficffion of the
firft floor of a lodging-houfe, on the
South Parade ; a fituation which my un-
cle chofe, for its being near the Bath, and

. reniote
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remote from the noife of carriages. He
was fcarce warm in the lodgings when he
called for his night cap, his wide fhocs,
and flannel 5 and declared himfelf inveft-
ed with the gout in his right foor 5
though, 1 believe, it had as yet reached
no farther than his imagination. It was
not long before he had reafon to repent
his premature declaration ; for our aunt
Tabitha found means to make fuch a cla-
mour and confufion, before the flannels
could be produced from the trunk, that
one would have imagined the houfe was
on fire.  All this time, uncle fat boiling
with impatience, ~Dbiting his fingers,
throwing up his eyes, and muttering €ja-
culations 3 at length he burft into a kind
of convulfive laugh, after which he hum-
meda fong ; and when the hurricane was
over, exclaimed, ¢ Blefled .be God for
« gli things I This, however, was but
the beginning of his troubles. Mrs. Ta-
bitha’s favourite dog Chowder, having
paid his complimeats to a female turn-
{pit, of his own fpecies, in the kitchen,
involved himfelf in a quairel with no
fewer than five rivals, who fet upon him
at once, and drove him up fairs to the
dining-room door, with hideous noife :
there our aunt and her woman, taking

D arms
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arms in his defence, joined the concert ;
which became truly disbolical.  This
fray being with difficulty fupprefled, by
the intervention of our own footman and
the cook-maid of the houfe, the *fquire
bad juft opened his mouth, to expoftulate
with Tabby, when the town-waits, in the
paffage below, ftruck up their mufic,
(if mufic it may be called) with fuch a
fudden burft of found, as made him ftart
and ftare, with marks of indignation and
difquiet. He had recollection enough to
fend his fervant with fome money to
filence thofe noify intruders; and they
were immediately difmiffed, though not
without fome oppofition on the part of
‘Tabitha, who thought it but reafonable
that he thould have more mufic for his
money. Scarce had he fettled this knot-
ty point, when a ftrange kind of thump-
ing and houncing was  heard right over-
head, in the fecond ftory, fo loud and
violent as to fhake the whole building,
Iown [ was exceedingly provoked at this
new alarm ; and, before my uncle had
time to exprefs himfelf on -the fubject, 1
ran up fairs, to fee what was the matter.
Finding the room-door open, I entered
without ceremony, and perceived an ob-
ject, wlum I cannot now recolle& with-

out
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out laughing to excefs—It was a dan-
cing-malier, with his fcholar, in the ack
of teaching. The mafter was blind -of
one cye, and lame of one foot, and led
about the room his pupil ; who feemed to
be about the age of three-fcore, flooped
mortally, was tall, raw-boned, hard-
favoured, with a woollen nighr-cap -on
his head : and he had fiript off his coat,
that he might be more nimble in his mo-
tions—Finding himfelf intruded upon,
by a perfon be did et know, he forth-
with girded himfelf with a long iron
fword, apd advancing to me, witha pe-
remptory air, pronounced, in a true Hi-
bernian accent, ¢ Mifter What d’ye cal-
% lum, by my faoul and confcience, I
« am very glad to fea you, if you are af-
« ter coming in the way of friendfhip;
¢ and indeed, and indeed now, I believe
« you are my friend fure enough, gra;
« though T never had the honour to fea
< your face before, my dear ; for be-
« caafe you come like a friend, without
¢ any ceremony atall, atall—" I told
him the nature of my vifit would not ad-
mit of ceremony ; that I was come to de-
fire he would make lefs noife, as there
was a fick gentleman below, whom he
had no right to difturb with fiich prepof~

D4 terous
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terous doings. ¢ Why, look-ye now,
 young gentleman (replied this origi-
‘¢ nal), perhaps, upon another occafion,
¢ I might fhivilly requeft you to explain
¢¢ the maining of that hard word, prepaf-
‘¢ ferous : but there’s a time for all things,
¢¢ honey-—" So faying, he pafled me with
great agility, and, running down ftairs,
found our footman at the dining-room
door, of whom he demanded admittance,
to pay his refpetts to the firanger. As
the fellow did not think proper to refufe
the requeft of fuch a formidable figure,
he was immediately introduced, and ad-
drefled himfelf to my uncle in thefe
words :. ¢ Your humble fervant, good fir
¢ —DPm not fo prepaflerous, as your fon
¢ calls it, but I know the rules of fhivi-
 lity—I'm a poor knight of Ireland, my
“ name is fir Ulic Mackilligut, of the
¢ county of Galway; being your fellow-
¢ lodger, I’'m come to pay my refpeds,
« and to welcome you to the South Pa-
€ rade, and to offer my beft fervices to
¢ you, and your good lady, and your
¢ pretty daughter ; and even to the
¢ young gentieman your fon, though he
¢ thinks me a prepaflerous fellow—You
¢ muft know Iam to have the honour to
 open a ball next door to-morrow with

€< Tady
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" % Jady Mac Manus ; and being rufted in
% my dancing, 1 was refrefhing my me-
¢ mory with a little exercife ; but if [
¢« had known there was a fick perfon be-
« low, by Chrift! I would have fooncr
« danced a hornpipe upon my own head,
« than walk the fofteft ~minuet over
¢ yours.”—My uncle, who was not a
little frartled at his firlt appearance, re-
ceived his compliment with great compla-
cency, infited upon his being feated,
thanked him for the honour of his vifit,
and reprimanded me for my abrupt ex-
poftulation with a gentleman of his rank
and chara&er. - Thus tutored, I afked
pardon of the knight, who, forthwith
flarting up, embraced me fo clofe, that
I could bhardly breathe ; ‘and affured me,
he loved me as his own foul. At length,
recollecting his night-cap, he pulled it off
in fome confufion ; and, with his bald-
pate uncovered, made a thoufand apo-
logies to the ladies, as he retired—At that
inftant, the Abbey bells began to ring fo
loud, that we could not hear one another
fpeak; and this peal, as. we afterwards
learned, was for the honour of Mr. Bul-
lock, an eminent cow-keeper of Totten-
ham, who had juft arrived at Bath, to
drink the waters for indigeftion. « Mr.

D Bramble
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Bramble had not time to make his re-
marks upon the ‘agreeable nature of this
ferenade, before his ears were faluted
with another concert that interefted” him
more nearly.  Two negroes, belonging to
a Creole gentleman, who lodged in the
fame houfe, taking their ftation at a win-
dow in the ftair cafe, about ten feet from
our dining-room door, began to pradtife
upon the French-horn; and being in the
very firft rudiments of exccution, produ-
ced fuch difcordant founds, as might have
difcompofed the organs of anafs You
may guefs what effeét they had upon the
irritable nerves of uncle ; who, with the
moft admirable cxpreffion of f{plenetic
furprize in his countenance, fent his man
to filence thofe dreadful blafts, and defire
the muficians to practife in fome other
place, as they had no'right to ftand
there and difturb all the lodgers in the
houfe, Thofe fable performers, far from
taking the hint, and withdrawing, treat-
ed the meflenger with great infolence ;
bidding him carry-his compliments to
their mafter, colonel Rigworm, who
would give him a proper anfwer, and a
good drubbing into the bargain ; in the
mean time they continued their moife,
and even endeavoured to make it 11153.1-{5

if-
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difagreeable ; laughing between whiles,
at the thoughts of being able to torment
their betters with impunity. Our *fquire,
incenfed at the additional infult, imme-
* diately difpatched the fervant, with his
compliments to colonel Rigworm 5 re-
quefting that he would order his blacks
to be quiet, as the noife they made was
altogether intolerable—To this meflage,
the Creole colonel replied, that his horns
bad a right to found on a common ftair-
cafe ; that there they fhould play for. his
diverfion; and that thofe who did not
like the noife, might look for lodgings
elfe-where. Mr. Bramble no fooner re-
ceived this reply than his eyes began to
gliften, his face grew pale, and his teeth
chattered.  After a moment’s paufe, he
flipt on his fhoes, without fpeaking a
word, -or feeming to feel any farther di-
furbance from the gout. in his toes. Then,
fnatching his cane, he opened the door
and proceeded to the place where the
black trumpeters were pofted. There,
without farther hefitation, he began to
belabour them both 3 and exerted himfelf
with fuch aftonifhing vigour and agility,
that both their heads and horns were bro-
ken in a twinkling, and they ran howling
down ftairs to their mafter’s parlour-door.

D6 The
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The ’fquire, following them half way,
called aloud, that the colonel might hear
him, ¢ Go, rafcals, and tell your ma-
¢ fter what I have done ; if he thinks
¢¢ himfelf injured, he knows where to
<< come for fatisfaftion, = As for you,
¢ this is but an carneft of what you fhall
£ receive, if ever you prefume to blow a
¢ horn again here, while I ftay in the
¢« houfe.” So faying, he retired to his
-apartment, in expe€tation of hearing from
the Weft Indian ; but the colonel pru-
dently declined any farther profecution of
the difpute. My fifter Liddy was fright-
ed into a fit, from which fhe was no
{ooner recovered than Mrs. ‘Tabitha be-
_gan a le€ture upon patience ; which her
brother interrupted with a moft fignificant
grin, exclaiming, ¢ True, fifter, God in-
¢ creafe my patience and your difcretion.
#¢ 1 wonder (added he) what fort of fonata
4% we are to expe& from this overture,
¢ in which the devil, that prefides over
¢ horrid founds, hath given us fuch va-
¢ riations of difcord—The trampling of
¢ porters,- the creaking and crafhing of
trunks, the fnarling of curs, the fcold-
ing of women, the fqueaking and
fqualling of fiddles and hautboys out
of tune, the bouncing of the Irith ba-

¢ ronet
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ronet over head, and the -burfling,
belching, and brattling of the French-
horns in the paflage (not to men-
tion the harmonious peal that ill
thunders from the Abbey fteeple) fuc-
ceeding one another without interrup-
tion, like the different parts of the
fame concert, have given me fuch an
idea of whata poor invalid has to ex-
pect in this temple, dedicated to Silence
and Repofe, that I thall certainly fhift
my quarters to-morrow, and endea-
vour to effeCtuate my retreat before
Sir Ulic opens the ball with my lady
Mac Manus ; a conjunétion that bodes
me no good.”  This intimation was by
no means agreeable to Mrs, Tabitha,
whofe ears were not quite fo delicate as
thofe of her brother—She faid it would
be great folly to move from fuch agree-
able lodgings, the moment they were
comfortably fettled. She wondered he
fhould be fuch an enemy to mufic and
mirth. She heard no noife but of his
own making : it was impoffible to ma-
nage a family in dumb-thew. He might
harp as long as he pleafed upon her {cold-
ing ; but fhe never feolded, except for
his advantage 3 but he would never be
fatisfied, even tho’f fhe fhould fweat blood
and
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and water in his fervice—I have a great
notion that our aunt, who is now declin-
ing into the moft defperate flate of celi-
bacy, had formed fome defign upon the
heart of Sir Ulic Mackilligut, which fhe
feared might be fruftrated by our abrupt
departure from thefe lodgings. Her bro-
ther, eying her afkance, ** Pardon me,
« fifter (faid he), 1 thould be a favage,
¢ indeed, were 1 infenfible of my own
¢ felicity, in having fuch a mild, com-
¢ placent, good-humoured, and confide-
« rate companion and houfe-keeper ; but
« 4s I have got a weak head, and my
« fenfe of hearing is painfully acure, be-
< fore I have recourfe tov plugs of wooll
« and cotton, I'll try whether I can’t find
 another lodging, where 1 fhall have
<« more quiet and lcfs mufic.” He ac-
eordingly difpatched his man upon this
fervice ; and next day he found a {mall
houfe in Milfham.ftreet, which he hires
by the week. Here, at leaft, we enjoy
convenience and quiet within doors, as
much as Tabby’s temper will allow ;3 but
the *fquire {lill complains of fiying pains
in the ftomach avd head, for which he
bathes, and drinks the waters. He is not
fo bad, however, but that he goes in per-
fon to the pump, the rooms, and the

coffee-
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coffee-houfes 5 where he picks up conti-
nual food for ridicule and fatire. If I can
glean any thing for your amufement,
either from his obfervation or my own,
you fhall have it freely, though I am
afraid it will poorly compenfate the trou-
ble of reading thefe tedious infipid let-
ters of,

Dear Philips,
yours always,

JER. MELFORD.

e e T T T T Tl e Ty
To Dr. Lewis.

Bath, April 23,
DEAR DOCTOR,

IF Idid not know that the exercife of
your profeffion has habituated you to the
hearing of complaints, [ fhould make a
confcience of troubling you with my cor-
refpondence, which may be truly called
the lamentations of Matthewo Bramble. Yet
T cannot help thinking, I have fome right
to difcharge the overflowings of my

fpleen
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fpleen upon you, whofe province it is to
remove thofe diforders that occafioned it;
and let me tell you, it is no fmall allevi-
ation of my grievances, that I have a fen-
fible friend, to whom I can communicate
my crufty humours, which, by retention,

would grow intolerably acrimonious.
You muft know I find nothing but
difappointment at Bath; which is fo al-
tered, that I can fcarce believe it is the
fame place that I frequented about thirty
years-ago. Methinks I hear you fay,
< altered it is, without all doubt; but
¢ then it is altered for the better; a truth
¢ which, perbaps, you would own with-
¢ out hefitation, if you yousfelf was not
< altered for the worfe.” The reflection
may, for aught I kaow, be jut. The
inconveniences which I overlooked in the
high day of health, will naturally frike
with exaggerated impreffion on the irri-
table nerves of an invalid, furprifed by
premature old age, and fhattered with
long-fuffering—But, 1 believe, you will
not deny, that this place, which Nature
and Providence feem to have intended as
4 refource from diftemper and difquiet, is
become the very center of racket and dif-
fipation.  Inftead of that peace, tranquil-
lity and eafe, fo neceffary to thofe who
labour
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labour under bad health, weak nerves,
and irregular fpirits; here we have no-
thing but noife, rumult, and hurry ; with
the fatigue and flavery of maintaining a
ceremonial, more ftiff, formal, and op-
preffive, than the etiquette of a German
eleGor. A national hofpital it may bes
but one would imagine, that none but
lunatics are admitted ; and, truly, 1 will
give you leave to call me fo, if 1 ftay
much longer at Bath.—But [ fhall take
another opportunity to explain my fenti-
ments at greater length on this fubject
—1 was impatient to fee the boafted im-
provements in architecture, for which the
upper paits of the town have been fo
much celebrated, and tother day 1 made
a circuit of all the new buildings. The
Square, though irregular, is, on the whole,
pretty well laid our, fpacious, open, and
airy ; and, in my opinion, by far ithe
moft wholfome and agreeable fituation in
Bath, efpecially the upper fide of it; but
the avenues to it are mean, dirty, dan-
gerous, and indirect. Its communica-
ton with the Baths, is through the yard
of an inn, where the poor trembling va-
letudinarian is carried in a chair, betwixt
the heels of a double row of horfes, win=
cing under the curry-combs of grooms and

pofti-
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poftilions, over and above the hazard of
being obftructed, or overturned, by the
carriages which are continually, making
their exit or their entrance—1I fuppofe af-
ter fome chairmen fhall have been
maimed, and a few lives loft by thofe
accidents, the corporation will think, in
carneft, about providing a more fafe and
commodious paffage. The Circus is a
pretty bauble; contrived for fhew, and
looks.like Vefpafian’s amphitheatre turned
outfide in.  If we confider it in point of
magnificence, the great number of fmall
doors belonging to the feparate houfes,
the inconfiderable height of the different
orders, the affeGted ornaments of the ar-
chitrave, which are both childith and
mifplaced, and the areas projecting into
the fireet, furrounded with iron rails,
deftroy a good part of its effect upon the
eye; and, perhaps, we fhall find it ftill
more defective, if we view it in the light
of convenience. The figure of each fe-
parate dwelling-houfe, being the fegment
of a circle, muft fpoil the fymmetry of the
rooms, by centralting them towards the
fireet windows, and leaving a larger fweep
in the fpace behind. IFf, inflead of the
areas and iron rails, which feem to be of
very little ufe, there had been a corri-
: dore
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dore with arcades all round, as in' Co-
vent-Garden, the appearance of the
whole would have been more magnificent
and ftriking ; thofe arcades would have
afforded an agreeable covered walk, and
fheltered the poor chairmen and their car-
riages from the rain, which is here al-
molt perpetual. At prefent, the chairs
ftand foaking in the open fireer, from
morning to night, till they become fo
many boxes of wet leather, for the bene-
fit of \the gouty and rheumatic, who are
tranfported in them from place to place.
Indeed this is a fhocking inconvenience
that extends over the whole city ; and, I
am perfuaded, it produces infinite mif-

 chief to the delicate and infirm ; even the
clofe chairs, contrived for the fick, by
ftanding in the open air, bave their frize
linings impregnated, like fo many fpun~
ges, with the moifture of the atmofphere,
and thofe cafes of cold vapour muft give
a charming check to the perfpiration of a
patient, piping hot from the Bath, with
all his pores wide open.

But, to return to the Circus: it is in-
convenient from its fituation, at {o great
a diftance from all the markets; batbs,
and places of public entertainment. The
anly entrance to it, through Gay-fireet,

is
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is fo difficult, fteep, and flippery, that, in
wet weather, it muft be exceedingly dan-
gerous, ‘both for thofe that ride in car-
riages, and thofe that walk a-foot; and
when the fireet is covered with fuow, as
it was for fifteen days fucceffively this
very winter, 1 don’t fee how any indivi-
dual could go either up or down, without
the moft imminent hazard of broken
bones. In blowing ‘weather, I am told,
moft of the houfes on this hill are {mc-
thered with fmoke, forced down the
chimneys, by the gulls of wind reverbe-
rated from the hill behind, which (I ap-
prehend likewife) muft render the at-
mofphere here more humid and unwhole-
fome than it is in the {quare below ; for
the clouds, formed by the conftant eva-
poration from the baths and rivers in the
bettom, will, in their afcent this way,
be firft attracted and detained by the
hill that rifes clofe behind the Circus,
and load the air with a perpetual fuc-
ceffion of vapours : this point, however,
may be eafily afcertained by means of
an hygrometer, or a-paper of falt of
tartar expofed to the acion of the at-
mofphere.  The fame artift, who plan-
" ned the Circus, has likewife projected a
Crefcent ; when that is finithed, we fhall
pro-

VVA.BHSC



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 69

probably have a Star ; and thofe who are
living thirty years hence, may, perhaps,
fee all the figns of the Zodiac exhibited in
architeGure at Bath. ‘Thefe, however
fantaftical, are. ftill defigns that denote
fome ingenuity and knowledge in the ar-
chitect ; but the rage of building has laid
hold on fuch a number of adventurers,
that one fees new houfes ftarting up in
every out-let and every corner of Bath;
contrived  without judgment, executed
without folidity, and fluck together, with
fo little regard to plan and propriety, that
the different lines of the new rows and
buildings interfere with, and interfect one
another in every different angle of con-
junétion. They look like the wreck of
ftreets and fquares disjointed by an earth-
quake, which hath broken the ground
into a variety of holes and hillocks; or,
as if fome Gothic devil had ftuffed them
altogether in a bag, and left them to ftand -
higgledy pigeledy, juft as chance directed.
What fort of a monfter Bath will become
in a few years, with thofe growing ex-
crefcences, may be eafily conceived : but
the want of beauty and proportion is not
the worft effect of thefe new manfions;
they are built fo flight, with the foft
crumbling ftone found in this neighbour-
hood
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hood, that 1.thould never fleep quietly in
one of them, when it blowed (as the
failors fay) a cap-full of wind; and, I
am perfuaded, that my hind, Roger
Williams, or any man of equal ftrength,
would be able to pufh his foot through
the ftrongeft part of their walls, without
any great exertion of his mufcles. All
thefe abfurdities arife from the general
tide of luxury, which hath overfpread the
nation, and fwept away all, even the
_very dregs of the people. Every upftart
of fortune, harnefled in the trappings of
the mode, prefents himfelf at Bath, as in
the very focus of obfervation—Clerks and
factors from the Eaft Indies, loaded with
the fpoil of plundered provinces; planters,
negro drivers, and huckfters, from our
American plantations, enriched they know
not how; agents, commiffaries, and con-
tracters, who have fattened, in two fuc-
ceflive wars, on the blood of the nation;
ufurers, brokers, and jobbers of every
kind ; men of low birth, and no breeding,
have found themfelves fuddenly tranflated
into a flate of affluence, unknown to
former ages; and ne wonder that their
brains fhould be intoxicated with pride,
vanity, and prefumption. Knowing no
other criterion of greatnefs, but the often-
; tation

6
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tation of wealth, they difcharge their af-
fluence without tafte or conduét, through
every channel of the moft abfurd extra-
vagance ; and all of them hurry to Bath,
becaufe here, without any farther quali-
fication, they can mingle with the princes
and nobles of the land. Even the wives
and daughters of low tradefmen, who,
like fhovel-nofed ftharks, prey upon the
blubber of thofe uncouth whales of for-
tune, are infeGted with the fame rage of
difplaying their importance; and the
flighteft indifpofition ferves them for a
pretext to infift upon being conveyed to
Bath, where they may hobbie country-
dances and- cotillons among lordlings,
’quires, counfellors, and clergy, Thefe
delicate creatures from Bedfordbury,
Butcher-row, Crutched-Friers, and Bo-
tolph-lane, cannot breathe in the grofs
air of the Lower Town, or conform to
the vulgar rules of a common lodging-
houfe; the hufband, therefore, muft pro-
vide an entire houfe, or elegant apart-
ments in the new buildings. - Such is the
compofition of what is called the fafhion-
able company at Bath; where a very in-
confiderable proportion of genteel people
are loft in a mob of impudent plebeians,
who have neither underftanding nor judg-

ment,
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ment, nor the leaft idea of propriety and
decorum ; and feem to enjoy nothing fo
much as an opportunity of infulting their
betters.

Thus the number of people and the
number of houfes continueto increafe; and
this will ever be the cafe, till the ftreams
that {well this irrefiftible torrent of folly
andextravagance, fhalleither beexhaufted,
or turned into other channels, by incidents
and events which I do not pretend to fore-
fee, This, I own, is a fubjeét on which
1 cannot write with any degree of patience;;
for the mob is a monfter I never could
abide, either in its head, tail, midriff, or
members : I deteft the whole of it as a
mafs of ignorance, prefumption, malice,
and brutality; and, in this tetm of repro-
bation, I include, without refpect of rank,
fration, or quality, all thofe of both fexes,
who affeétits manners, and court its{ociety.

But I have written till my fingers are
crampt, and my naufea begins to return
—By your advice, I fent to London a
few days-ago for half a pound of Geng-
zeng ; though I doubt much, whether
that which comes from America is equally
efficacious with what is .brought from
the Eaft Indies. Some years ago, a friend
of mine paid fixteen guineas for two

ounces
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ounces-of it; and, in fix months after, it
was fold in the fame fhop for five fhil-
lings the pound.’ In fhort, we live in a
vile world of fraud and' fophiftication ;
fo that I know nothing of equal value
with the genuine friendfhip of ‘2 fenfible
man; a rare jewel! which I cannot help
thinking myfelf in poffeffion of, while [
repeat the old declaration, that I am, as
ulual,

Dear Lewis,
Your affe@ionate

M. BramerE.

After having been agitated in a fhort
hurricane, on my firt arrival, I have
taken a fmall houfe in Miltham-fireet,
where I am tolerably well lodged, for
five guineas a week, I wag yefterday
at the Pump-room, and drank about
a pint of the water, which feems to
agree with my ftomach ; and to-mor-
row morning [ fhall bathe, for the firft
time; fo that in a few pofts you"may
expect farther trouble; mean while, I
am glad to find that the inoculation
has fucceeded fo well with poor Joycé,

Vor. I, E and
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and . that her face will be but little
marked——If my friend Sir Thomas
was a fingle man, I would not truft fuch
2 handfome wench in his family ; but as
1 have recommended her, in a particular
manner, to the protection of lady G—,
who 'is one of the beft women in the
world, fhe may go thither without hefi-
tation, as foon as fhe is quite recovered,
and fit for fervice—Let her mother have
money to provide her with neceffaries,
and fhe may ride behind her brother on
Bucks; but you muft lay ftrong injunc-
tions on Jack, to take particular care of
the trufty old veteran, who has faithfully
earned his prefent eafe, by his paft fer-
vicess -

To
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B PR T L R R T T X T T e 1

To Mifs WirL1s, at Gloucefter.

Bath, April 26,
MY DEAREST COMPANION,

THE pleafure I received from
yours, which came to hand yefterday, is
not to be expreffed. Love and friend~
thip are, without doubr, charming paf-
fions; which abfence ferves only to
heighten and improve. Your kind pre-
fent of the garnet bracelets, 1 fhall keep
as carefully as I preferve my own life;
and I beg you will accept, in return, of
my heart-houfewife, with the tortoife-
fhell memorandum-book, as a trifling
pledge of my unalterable affection.

Bath is to me a new world——All is
gaiety, good - humour, and diverfion.
The eye is continually entertained with
the fplendour of drefs and equipage ; and
the ear with the found of coaches, chaifes,
chairs, and other carriages. The merry
bells ring round, from morn till night,
Then we are welcomed by the city-waits

Ea in
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inour own lodgings : we have mufic in
the Pump-room every morning, cotil-
lons every fore-noon in the rooms, balls
twice a week, and concerts every other
night, befides privateaflemblies and parties
without number—As {oon as we were fet-
tled in lodgings, we werevifited by the Ma-
fter of the Ceremonies; a pretty little gen-
tleman, fo fweer, {ofine, fo civil, and polite,
that in our country he might pafs for the
prince of Wales; then he talks fo charm-
ingly, both in verfe and profe, that you
would be delighted to hear him difcourfe,
for you muit know he is a great writer,
“and has got five tragedies ready for the
ftage.  ‘He did us the favour to dine with
us, by my uncle’s invitation; and next
day ’fquired my aunt and me to every part
of Bath; which, to be fure, is an carthly
paradife.  The Square, the Circus, and
the Parades, put you in mind of the fump-
*tuous palaces reprefented in printsand pic-
tures; and the new buildings, fuch as
Princes-row, Harlequin’s-row, Bladud’s-
row, and twenty other rows, look like fo
many enchanted caftles, raifed on hang-
ing terraces.

At eight in the morning, we go in dif-
habille to the Pump-room; which is
crowded like a Welth fair; and there

you
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- you fee the higheft quality, and the loweft
trades-folks, joftling each other, without
ceremony, hail-fellow well-met, The
noife of the mufic playing in the gal-
lery, the heat and: flavour of fuch a
crowd, and the hum and buz of their
convurfanon, gave me the head-ach and
vertigo the firft day ; but, afterwards, all-
thefe things became familiar, and even
agreeable. —nght under the Pump-room
windows is the King’s Bath; a huge
ciftern, where you fee the patients up to
their necks in. hot water, The ladies.
wear jackets and’ petticoats of brown li-
nen, with chip: hats,. i which they fix
their handker :hiefs to wipe the fweat from
their faces ;, but, . truly, whether, it is
owing to the fteam that furrounds them,
or the heat of'the water, or the nature of
the drefs, or 'to all thefe caufes together,
they look fo fluthed, and fo fnghtfu)
that [ always turn my eyes another way—-
My aunt, who fays every perfon of fa-
thion fhould make her appearance in the
‘bath, as well as in the abbey church,
contrived a cap with cherry-coloured rib-
bons to fuit her complexion, and obliged
Win to attend her yefterday morning in.
the water,. But, really, her ‘eyes were {0
ted, that they. made mine water as I

E 3 viewed:
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viewed her from the Pump-room ; and as
for poor Win, who wore a hat trimmed
with blue, what betwixt her wan com-
plexion and her fear, fhe looked like the
ghoft of fome pale maiden, who had
drowned herfelf for love, When fhe
came out cf the bath, fhe took aflafeetida
drops, and was fluttered all day’; fo that
we could hardly keep her from going in-
to hyfterics : but her miftrefs fays it will
do her good ; and poor Win curtfies, with
the tears in her eyes. For my part, I
content myfelf with drinking about half
a pint of the water every morning.
" The pumper, with his wife and fervant,
attend within a bar; and the glafles, of
different fizes, ftand ranged in order be-
fore them, fo you have nothing to do but
to point at that which you chufe, and it
is filled immediately, hot and fparkling
from the pump. It is the only hot wa-
ter I could ever drink, without being
fick—Far from having that effed, it is
rather agreeable to the tafte, grateful to
the ftomach, and reviving to the fpirits.
You cannot imagine what wonderful
cures it performs—My uncle began with
it the other day ; but he made wry faces
in drinking, and I’'m afraid he will leave
it off —=The firft day we came to Batb,fhi
cl
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fell into a violent paffion; beat tao
black-a-moors, and I was afraid he wou'd
have fought with their mafter; but the
firanger proved a peaceable man. To be
fure, the gout had got into his head, as
my aunt obferved : buf, 1 be'ieve, his
paffion drove it away; for he has beem
remarkably well ever fince. It is a thou-
fand pities he fhould ever be troubled
with that ugly diftemper; for, when h2
is free from pain, he is the beft-tempered
man upon earth ; fo gentle, fo generous,
fo charitable, that every body loves him ;
and fo good to me, in partcular, that I
thall never be able to fhew the deep fenfe

1 have of his tendernefs and affection.
Hard by the Pump-room, is a coffee~
houfe for the ladies; but my aunt fays,
young girls are not admitted, inafmuch
as the converfation turns upon politics,
fcandal, philofophy, and other fubjects
above our capacity ; but we are allowed
to accompany them to the bookfellers
fhops, which are charming places of re-
fort; where we read novels, plays,
pamphlets, and news-papers,- for fo fmall
a fubfcription as a crown a quarter; and
in thefe offices of intelligence (as my
brother calls them), all thereports of the
day, and all the private tranfattions of
E 4 the




80 Tue:EXPEDITION or

- the Bath, are firk entered and difcufied.
From the bookfeller’s thop, we make a
tour through the milliners and toy-men
and commonly flop at Mr. Gill’s, the
Dpafiry-cook, to take a jelly, a tart, or a
fmall bafon of vermicelli. There is, more-
over, another place of entertainment on
the other fide of the water, oppofite to
the Grave; to which the company crofs
over in a boat—It is called Spring Gar-
den; a fweet retreat, laid out in walks
and ponds, and parterres of flowers ; _and
there is a long-room for breakfafting and
dancing, As the fiuation is low and
damp, and the feafon has been remark-
ably wet, my uncle won’t fuffer me to go
thither, left I thould catch cold: but my
aunt fays it is all a vulgar prejudice ; and,
to be fure, a great -many gentlemen and
ladies of Ireland frequent the place, with-
out feeming to be the worfe for it. - They
fay, dancing at Spring Gardens, when
“the air is moift, is.recommended to them
as an excellent cure for the rheumatifun,
1 have been twice at the play ; where,
notwithftanding the excellence of the per-
formers; the gaiety of the company, and
the decorations of the theatre, which are
very fine, I could not help refle€ting, with
a figh, upon our paor homely reprefen-

2 tations
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tations at Gloucefter—But this, in con-
fidence to my dear Willis—You know
my heart, and will excufe its weak--
nefs, ——

After all, the great fcenes of entertain--
ment at Bath, are the two public rooms ;
where the company meet alternately.
every evening—They are fpacious, lofty,
and, when lighted up, appear very. ftrik--
ing. They are generally crowded with.
well-drefled people,. who drink tea in-
feparate parties, play at cards, walk, or
fit and chat together, juft as they are dif-
pofed. Twice a-week there is a ball;
the expence of which is defrayed by a vo-
luntary fubfeription among the gentle--
men; and every fubfcriber has three
tickets. I was there Friday laft with my
aunt, under the care of my brother, who.
is a fubfcriber; and Sir Ulic Mackilligut
recommended his nephew, captain O Do-
naghan, to. me as. a pastner; but Jerry:
excufed himfelf, by faying I had got the
head-ach.; and, indeed,. it was-really fo,
though I can’t imagine how he knew it.
The place was fo hot, and the fmell fo
different from what we are ufed to in the
country, that I was quite feverith when
we came away. Aunt fays it is the ef-
fe€t of a vulgar conflitution,. reared
> E 5 among
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among woods and mountains ; and, that
as I become accuftomed to genteel com-
pany, it will wear off. —Sir Ulic was very
complaifant, made her a great many
high-flown compliments; and, when we
retived, handed her with great ceremony
to her chair. The captain, I believe,
would have done me the fame favour;
but my brother, feeing him advance,
took me under his arm, and withed him
good-night. The Captain is a pretty
man, to befure; tall and firait, and well
made; with light-grey eyes, and a
Roman nofe; but there is a certain bold-
nefs in his look and manner, that puts
one out of countenance—But I am afraid
I have put you out of all patience with
this long unconneéted fcrawl; which I
thall therefore conclude, with affuring
you, that neither Bath nor London, nor
all the diverfions of life, fhall ever be
able to efface the idea of my dear Letty,
from the heart of her ever affectionate

Lypia MEeLFoRrD,
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To Mrs. Mary Jones, at Brambletons
hall.

DEAR MOLLY JONES,

HEAVING got a frank, I now return
your fever, which I received by Mr. Hig-
gins, at the Hot Well, together with the
ftockings, which his wife footed for me ;
but now they are of no furvice. No body
wears fuch things in this place—O Molly!
you that live in the country have no de-
ception of ‘our doings at Bath. Here is

‘fuch dreffing, and fidling, and dancing,
and gadding, and courting, and plotting,
---O gracious ! if God had not given me
a good flock of difcretion, whata power
of things might not I reveal, confarning
old miftrefs and young miftrefs; Jews
with beards, that were no Jews; but
handfonve Chriftians, without a hair upon
their fin, ftrolling with fpetacles, to get
fpeech of Mifs Liddy. But fhe’s a dear
fweet foul, as innocent as the child un-
born.  She has tould me all her inward

E6 thoughts,,

VVA.BHSC



84 Tue EXPEDITION or

thoughts, and difclofed her paffion for
Mr. Wilfon; and that’s not his name
neither; and thof he afted among the
player-men, he is meat for their Mafters;
and fhe has gi'en me her yallow trollo-
pea; which “Mrs. Drab, the manty-
maker, fays will look very well when
it is fcowred and fmoaked with filfur—
You knows as how, yallow fitts my fiz-
zogmony. God he knows what ha-
vock 1 fhall make among the mail-fex,
when 1 make my firft appearance.in this
killing collar, with a full foot of gaze, as
good as new, that 1 bought laft Friday
of madam Friponeau, the French mulla-
ner—Dear girl, I have feen all the finc
fhews of Bath; the Prades, the Squires,
and the Circlis, the Crathit, the Hotro- .
gon, and Bloody Buildings, and Harry
King’s row:; and 1 have been twice in the
Bath with miftrefs, and na’r a fmoak up-
on our backs, bufly The firt time [
was mortally afraid, and fluftered all day ;
and afrerwards made believe that T had
got the heddick; but miftrefs faid, if I
didn’t go, 1 thould take a dofe of bum-
taffy ; and fo remembring how it worked
Mrs. Gwyllim a pennorth, 1 chofe rather
to go again with her into the Bath, .and
then 1 met with an axident. I'dropt my
. pet-
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petticoat, and could not get it up from
the bottom—But what did that fignify *
they mought laff, but they could fee no-
thing ; for I'was up to the fin in water.
To be fure, it threw me into fuch a gum-
buftion, that I know not what I faid, nor
what 1 did, nor how they got me out,
and rapt me in a blanket—MTrs. Tabitha
feoulded a little when we got home; but
the knows as I know what’s what—Ah
Laud help you !—There is Sir Yury Mic-
ligut, of Balnaclinch, in the cuhty of
Kalloway—1 took down the name from
his gentleman, Mr. O Frizzle, and he
has got an eftate of fifteen hundred a year
—1I am fure he is both rich and generous
— But you nofe, Molly, I was always
famous for keeping fecrets; and fo he
was very fafe in trufting me with his flegm
for miftrefs ; which, to be fure, is very
honourable; for Mr. O Frizzle aflures
me, he values not her portion a brafs
varthing—-And, indeed, what’s poor ten
thoufand pounds to a Baron Knight of his
fortune ? and, truly, I told Mr. O Friz-
zle, that was all fhe had to truft to—As
for John Thomas, he’s a morafs fellor—
1 vow, I thought he would a fit with Mr,
O Frizzle, becaufe he axed me to dance
with him at Spring Garden—But God

he

8
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he knows I have no thoughts eyther of
wan or t'other,

As for houfe-news, the worlt is, Chow-
der has fallen off greatly from his fto-
mick —He eats nothing but white meats,
and not much of that; and wheezes, and
feems to be much bloated. The dottors
think he is threatened with a dropfy—
Parfon Marrofat, who has got the fame
diforder, finds great benefit from the wa-
ters ; but Chowder feems to like them no
better than the ’fquire ; and miftrefs fays,
if his cafe don’t take a favourable turn,
the will farzinly carry him to Aberga’nny,
to drink goat’s-whey—To be fure, the
poor dear honymil is loft for want of ax-
ercife ; for which reafon, fhe intends to
give him an airing once a-day upon the
Bowns, in a poft-chaife—I have already
made very creditable correxions in this
here place ; where, to be fure, we have
the very fquintafenfe of fatiety Mrs.
Patcher, my lady Kilmacullock’s woman,
and I are fworn fifters. She has thewn
me all her fecrets, and learned me to wafh
gaze, and refrath rufty filks and bumbe-
feens, by boiling them with winegar,
chamberlye, and ftale beer. My fhort
fack and apron luck as good as new from
the thop, and my pumpydoor as freth as

2 a rofe,
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a rofe, by the help of turtle-water—But
this is all Greek and Latten to you,
Molly If we fhould come to Aber-
ga’ny, yow’ll be within a day’s ride of us;
and then we fhall fee wan another, pleafe
God If not, remember me in your
prayers, as I fhall do by you in mine;
and take care of my kitten, and give my

- kind farvice to Sall ; and this is all at
prefent, from your beloved friend and
farvent,

Bath, April 26, WINIFRED JENKINS,

§§§%¥§§§§§§%§§§§§§»§§5%§3§

To Mrs. Gwyrrim, houfe-keeper - at
Brambleton-hall.

I AM aftonithed, that Dr. Lewis
thould take upon him to give away Al-
derney, without my privity and concur~
rants— What fignifies my brother’s order ?
My brother is little better than Noncom-
puth. He would give away the fhirt off
his back, and the teeth out of his head ;
nay, as for that matter, he would have

ruinated
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ruinated the family with his ridiculous
charities, if it had not been for-my four
quarters—What between his willfullnefs
and his wafte, his trumps and his frenzy,
I lead the life of an indented flave. Al-
nerney gave four gallons a-day, ever
fince the calf was fent to market. - There
is fo much mitk out of my dairy,. and the
prefs muft ftand fill : but I won’t loofe a
cheefe paring; and the milk fhall be
made good, if the farvents fhould go
without butter. If they muft needs have
butter, let them make it of theeps’ milk;
but then my woel will fuffer for want of
grace ; fo that [ muft be a loofer on all
fides— Well, patience is like a ftout
Welth poney ; it bears a great deal, and
trots a great way ; but it will tire at the
long-run.  Before its long, perhaps I
may fhew Matt. that I was not born to
be the houthold drudge to my dying
day—Gwyn rites from Crickhowel, that
the price of flannel is fallen three-far-
things an ell; and that’s another good
penny out of my pocket—When I go to.
market to fell, my commodity ftinks ;
but when I want to buy the commoneft
thing, the owner pricks it up under my
nofe; ahd it can’t be had for love nor
money—I think every thing runs crofs at

Bram-
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* Brambleton-hall—You fay ti:e gander has
broke the eggs; which is a phinumenon
1don’t underftand ; for when the fox car-
ried off the old goofe laft year, he took
her place, and hatched the cggs, and
partected the goflings like a tender pa-
rent—Then you tell me the thunder shas

. foured two barrels of beer in the feller,
But_how the thunder fhould get there,
when ‘the feller was double locked, I
can’t comprehend.  Howfomever, Iwon’t
have the beer thrown out, till I fee it
with mine own seyes. = Pethaps it will
recover—At leatt it will ferve for vinegar
to the farvents, You may leave off the
fires in my brother’s chamber and mine,
as it is unfarrain when we return.——I
hope, Gwyllim, you'll take care'there is
no wafte; and have an eye to'the maids,
and keep them to their fpinning. - T'think
they ‘may go very ‘well Without beer in
hot weather—It ferves only to inflame the
blood, and fet them a-gog after the men.
Water will make them fair, and keep
them cool :and tamperit. Don’t forget
to put up in'the portmantel, that cums,
with Williams, along with my riding ha-
bit, hat, and feather, the vial of purk
water and the tincktur for my ftomach;

being.
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being as how I am much troubled with
flutterencies.  This is all at prefent,
from

Yours,
Bath, April 26, TaBITHA BRAMBLE,
ereleeerreelererR

To Dr. Lewis.

DEAR DICK;

1 HAVE done with the waters; there-
fore your advice comes a day too late—
1 grant that phyfic is no myftery of your
making. 1know it is a myftery in its
own nature; and, like other myfteries,
requires a flrong gulp of faith to make
it go down—Two days ago, I went into
the King’s Bath, by the advice of our
friend Ch , in order to clear the
‘firainer of the fkin, for the benefit of a
free perfpiration; and the firft object that
faluted my eye, was a child full of fcro-
phulous ulcers, carried in the arms of
one of the guides, under the very nofes
.of the bathers. I was fo fhocked at the

fight,
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fight, that I retired immediately with in-
dignation and difguft—Suppofe the mat-
ter of thefe ulcers, floating on the water,
comes in conta& with my.fkin, when the
pores are all open, I would atk you what
muft be the confequence? Good
Heavens, the very thought makes -my
blood run cold! we know not what fores
may be running into the water while we
are bathing, and what fort of matter we
-may thus imbibe; the king’s evil, the
fcurvy, the cancer, and the pox; and,
no doubt the heat will render the irus
the more volatile and penetrating. To
purify myfelf from all fuch contamina-
tion, I went to the Duke of Kingfton’s
private Bath, and there I was almoft fuf-
focated for want of free air;- the place

was fo fmall, and the fteam fo ftifling.
After all, if the intention is no more
than to wath. the fkin, I am convinced
that fimple element is more effe€tual than
any water impregnated with falt and
iron; which, being aftringent, will cer-
tainly contract the pores, and leave a
kind of cruft upoa the furface of the
body. But I am now as much afraid of
drinking as of bathing; for, after a
long converfation with the Doctor, about
the conftru@tien of the pump and the
ciftern,
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ciftern, ‘it is very far from being clear
with me, that the patients in the Pump-
room don’t fwallow the feourings of the
bathers. I can’t help fufpecting, that
there is, or. may be, fome regurgitation
from the -bath into the ciftern of the
pump. In that cafe, what a delicate be-
veridge is every day quaffed by the
drinkers ; medicated with the fweat, and
dirt, and dandriff, and the abominable
difcharges of various kinds, from twenty
different difeafed bodies, parboiling in
the kettle below. 1In order to avoid this
Afilthy compofition, I had recourfe to the
{pring that fupplies the private baths on
the Abbey-green; but I'at once percéiv-
ed fomething extraordinary in the tafte
and fmell; ‘and, upon inquiry, 1 ‘find
that the Roman baths ‘in -this quarter,
were “found ‘covered by an old buryin
lground, ‘belonging to the Abbéy; thro’
which, ‘in all probability, the water
drains in its paflage : fo thit as we drink
the decotion ‘of living ‘bodies at the
Pump-room, we fwallow the ftrainings.
of rotten bones and carcaffes: at the pri-
vate bath—I'vow to God, the very idea
turns my ftomach !—Determined, as I
am, againft any farther ufe of the Bath
waters, this confideration would give me:
O little
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Tietle difturbance, if I could find any
thilig more pure, or lefs pernicious, to
quench. my thirft; baot, although the
natural {prings of excellent water are feen
guthing fpontaneous on every fide, from
“the hills that furround us, the inhabi-
tants, in general, make ufe of well-water,
fo impregnated with nitre, or alum, or
fome other villanous mineral, that it is
equally ungrateful to the tafte, and mif-
chievous to the conftitution. It muft be
owned, indeed, that here, in Miltham-
fireet, we have a precarious and feanty
fupply from the hill; which is collected
in an open bafon in the Circus, liable to
be defiled with dead dogs, cats, rats,
and every fpecies of naftinefs, which the
rafcally populace may throw into it, from;,
mere wantonoefs and brutality.—

Well, there is no nation that drinks fo
hoggifhly as the Englith What pafles;
for wine, among us, is not the juice of
the grape. It is an -adulterous mixture,
brewed up of naufeous ingredients, by
dunces, who are. bunglers in the art of
poifon-making ; and. yet we, and our
fore-fathers, are and have been poifoned
by this curfed drench, without rtafte or
flavour—The only genuine and wholfome
beveridge. in England, is London porter,

and,
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and Dorchefter table-beer; but as for
your ale and your gin, your cyder, and
your perry, and all the- trathy family of
made wines, I deteft them as infernal
compofitions contrived for the deftruc-
tion of the human fpecies. But what
have I to do with the human fpecies? ex-
cept a very few friends, I care not if the
whole was
Heark ye, Lewis, my mifanthrophy
increafes every day—The longer 1 live,
1 find the folly and the fraud of mankind
grow more and more, intolerable—I wifh
I had not come from Brambleton-hall;
after having lived in folitude fo long, I
cannot bear the hurry and impertinence
of the mulditude; befides, every thing
is fophifticated in thefe crowded places.
Snares are laid for our lives in every thing
we eat or drink : the very air we breathe,
is loaded with contagion. We cannot
even fleep, without rifque of infection.
I fay, infe@ion—This place is the ren-
dezvous of the difeafed—You won’t de-
ny, that many difeafes are infeCtious;
even the confumption itfelf is highly in-
fectious. When a perfon dies of it in
Italy, the bed and bedding are deftroyed ;
the other furniture is expofed to the wea-
ther, and the apartment white-wathed,
before
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efore it is occupied by any other living
foul. You’'ll allow, that nothing receives
infection fooner, or retains it longer, than
blankets, feather-beds, and matrafies—
'Sdeath ! how do I know what miferable
objedts have been ftewing in the bed
where I now lie !—I wonder, Dick, you
did not put me in mind of fending for my
own mattraffes—But if I had not been
an afs, I fhould not have peeded a re-
membrancer- There is always fome
plaguy reflection that rifes up in judg-
ment againft me, and ruffles my fpirits—
Therefore, let us change the fubjeGt—
1 have other reafons for abridging my
flay at Bath—You know fifter Tabby’s
complexion—1f Mrs. Tabitha Bramble
had been of any other race, I thould cer-
tainly have looked upon her as the moft—
But, the truth is, fhe has found means to
intereft my affe@ion; or, rather, the is
beholden to the force of prejudice, com-
monly called the ties of blood. Well,
this amiable maiden has atually com-
menced a flirting correfpondence with an
Irith Baronet of fixty-five, His name is
Sir Ulic Mackilligur. He is faid to be
much out at elbows; and, [ believe,
has received falfe intelligence with re-
fpe& to her fortune, Be that as it may,
. the
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the connexion is exceedingly ridiculous,
and begins already to excite whifpers.
For my part I have no intention to dif-
pute her free-agency ; though I fhall fall
upon. fome expedient to undeceive her
paramour, as to the point which he has
principally. in view. But I don’t think
‘her condué is.a proper example for Lid-
dy, who has alfo attracted the notice of
fome coxcombs in the Rooms, and Jer-
ry tells me he fufpeéts a ftrapping fellow,
the knight’s nephew, of fome defign up-
on the girl’s heart. I fhall, therefore,
keep a ftrict ‘eye over her aunt and her,
and even fhift the fcene; if I find the
matter grow more ferious— You perceive
what an agreeable tafk it muft be, toa
man of my. kidney to have the cure of
fuch fouls as thefe—But, hold; you fhall
not thave another peevifh word (till the -
nextoccafion) from :

Yours,

Bath, April 28. v MATT:. BRAMBLE.
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To Sir WaTkiN Purrries, of Jefus
college, Oxon.

DEAR KNIGHT,

I THINK thofe people are unreafon-
able, who complain that Bath is a contra&-
ed circle, in which the fame dull fcenes
perpetually revolve, without variation—I
am, on the contrary, amazed to find fo
fmall a place, fo crowded. with entertain-
ment and - variety. London itfelf can
shardly exhibit one fpecies of diverfion, to
which we have not fomething analagous
at Bath, “oyer.and above thofe fingular ad-
vantages -that are ¢ peculiar to the place.
Here, for example, a man has daily. op-
portunities of fecing the moft remarkable
charaters of  the community. He fees
them in their natural attitudes and true
colours ; defcended from their pedeftals,
and divefted of their formal draperies,
undifguifed by art and affeation—Here
we have minifters of ftate, judges, gene-
rals, bithops, projectors, philofophers,

Vor. L. F Eawits,
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wits, poets, players, chemifls, fiddlers, and
buffoons.  1f he makes any confiderable
“ftay in the place, he_is fure of meeting
with fome particular friend, whom he did
not expet to fee; and to me there is no-
thing more_agreeable than fuch cafual
rencounters—Another entertainment, pe-
culiar to Bath, arifes from the genenl
mixture of all degrees aflembled in our
public rooms, without diftinéion of rank
‘or fortune, This is what my uncle re-
_probates, asa monftrous jumble of hete-
-Fogeneous principles; a vile mob of noife
and impertinence, without decency or
fubordination. But this chaos is to me
afource of infinite amufement.
Iwasextremely diverted, laft ball-night,
to fee the Mafter of the Ceremonies lead-
ing, with great folemnity, to the upper-
end of the room; an antiquated Abigail,
_drefled in her lady’s caft cloaths; whom
he (I fuppofe) miftook for fome countefs
juft arrived at the Bath. The ball was
opened bya Scotch lord, with a mulatto
heirefs from St. Chriftopher’s ; and the
.gay ‘Colonel Tinfel danced all the even-
ing with the daughter of an eminent tin-
-man from the borough of Southwark—
Yefterday morning, “at:the Pump-room,
. faw a broken-winded Wapping lflmg-
acy

VVA.BHSC



HUMPHRY CLINKER. gy

lady fqueeze through a circle of peers,
to falute her brandy merchant, who ftood
by the window, prop’d upon crutches ;
and a paralytic attorney of Shoe-lane, in
thuffling up to the bar, kicked the thins
of the chancellor of England, while his
lordfhip, in a cut bob, drank a glafs of
water at the pump. I cannot account
for my being pleafed with thefe incidents,
any other way than by faying, they are
truly ridiculous in their 'own nature, and .°
ferve to heighten the humour in the farce
of life, which I am determined to enjoy
as long as I can.—

Thofe follies, that move my wuncle’s
fpleen, excite my laughter. He is as
tender as a man without a fkin; who
cannot ‘bear -the flighteft touch without
flinching. - What tickles another would
give him torment; and yet he has what
we may call lucid intervals, when he is
remarkably facetious—Indeed, I never
‘knew a hypochondriac fo apt to be in-
fected with good-humour. He is the
moft rifible mifanthrope 1 ever met with.
A lucky joke, or any ludicrous incident,
will fet him a laughing immoderately,
«ven in one of his moft gloomy pa-
roxyfms ; and, when the laugh is over,
-he will curfe his own imbecility, In
: F.2 con-
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. converfing with ftrangers, he betrays no
i marks of difquiet—He is fplenetic with

. his familiars only ; and not even with
them while they keep' his attention em-
ployed; but when his fpirits are not ex-
erted externally, they feem to recoil and
prey upon himfelf- He has renounced
the waters with execration; but he be-
gins'to find a_more efficacious, and, cer-
tainly, a much more palatable remedy in
the pleafures of fociety. He has difco-
vered fome old friends, among the inva-
lids of Bath; and, in particular, renewed
his acquaintance with  the - celebrated
James  Quin, who i certainly - did' not

. come here to drink water. You cannot |
doubt, but that I had the firongeft curio-
fity to know this original; and it was
gratified by Mr. Bramble, who has had
Him: twice at our houfe to dinner.

So far as I am able to judge, Quin’s
charaer is rather more refpectable than
it has been ‘generally reprefented. His
bons mots are in every witling's mouth;
but many of them have a rank flavour,
which one would be apt to think was
derived from a natural groffnefs of idea
1 fufpe®, however, that juftice has not
been done the author, by the collectors
of thofe Quiniana; who have let the bei’tg

0
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of them flip through their fingers, and
only retained fuch as were fuited to
the tafte and organs of the multitude.
How far he may relax in his hours of jol-
lity, I cannot pretend to fay; but his ge-
neral converfation is conducted by the
niceft rules of propriety; and Mr. James
Quin is, certainly, one of the beft bred
men in the kingdom. He is not only a
moft agreeable companion ; but (as I am
credibly informed) a very. honeft man;
highly fufceptible of friendfhip, warm,
fieady, and even generous in his attach-
ments ; difdaining flattery, and incapable
of meannefs and diffimulation,  Were I to
judge, however, from Quin’s eye alone,
I fhould take him to be proud, infolent,
and cruel. There is fomething remark-.
ably fevere and forbidding in his afpect ;
and, I have been told, he was ever dif~
pofed to infult his inferiors and depen-
dants. Perhaps that report has influ-
enced my opinion of his looks You
know we are the fools of prejudice. How-
foever that may be, I have as yet feen
nothing but his favourable fide; and my
uncle, who frequently confers with him
in a corner, declares he is one of the moft
fenfible men he ever. knew—He feems to
have a reciprocal regard for old Square-
- Bg toes,
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toes, whom he calls by the familiar name
of Matthew, and often réminds of their
old tavern-adventures: on the other hand,
Matthew’s eyes fparkle whenever Quin
makes his appearance—Let him be never
fo jarring and difcordant, Quin puts him
in tune; and, like treble and bafs in the
fame concert, they make excellent ‘mufic
together—T other day, the converfation
turning upon Shakfpeare, I could not
help faying, with fome emotion, that |
would ‘give an hundred guineas to fee
Mr. Quin a& the part of Falftaff; upon
which, turping to me with a {mile,
¢ And I would givea thoufand, young
¢ gentleman (faid he), that I could gra-
¢ tify your longing.” My uncle and he

- are perfedly agreed in their eftimate of
life; which, Quin fays, would flink in
his noftrils, if he did not fteep it in
claret.

I want to fee this phenomenen in his
cups 3 and have almoft prevailed upon un-
cle to give him a fmall turtle at the Bear.
In the mean time, [-muft entertain.you
with an incident that feems to confirm
the judgment of thofe two cynic philofo-
phers. I took the liberty to differ in
opinion from Mr, Bramble, when he ob-
ferved, that the mixture of people in the

enter-
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entertainments of this place was deftruc-
tive of all order and urbanity; that it
rendered the plebeians infufferably arro-
gant and troublefome, and vulgarized the
deportment and fentiments of thofe who
moved in the upper fpheres of life.. He
faid, fuch a prepofterous coalition would
bring us into contempt with all our neigh-
bours; and was worfe, in fa&, than de-
bafing the gold coin of the nation. Tar-
gued, on the contrary, that thofe ple-
bejans who difcovered fuch eagernefs to
imitate the drefs and equipage of their
foperiors, would likewife, in time, adopt
their maxims and their manners, be po-
lithed by their converfation, and refined
by their example; but when I appealed
to Mr. Quin, and afked if he did not
think that fuch an unreferved mixture
would improve the whole mafs —*¢ Yes,
« (faid he) as a plate of marmalade would
¢ improve a pan of firreverence.”

1 owned I was not much converfant in
high-life, but I had feen what were called
polite affemblies in London and elfe-
where; that thofe of Bath feemed to be
as decent as any; and that, upon the
whole, the individuals that compofed it,
would not be found deficient in good
manners and decorum. ¢ But let us

F 4 ¢ have
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¢¢ have recourfe to experience, (faid I)—
< Jack Holder, who was. intended for a
¢ parfon, has fucceeded to an eftate of
¢ two thoufand a year, by the death of
¢ his elder brother. He is now at the
¢ Bath, driving about in a pheaton. and
¢« four, with French-horns. He has
¢ treated with turtle and claret at all the
<t taverns in Bath and Briftol, till ‘his
< guefls ‘are gorged with good chear:
¢« he has bought a dozen {uits of fine
¢ cloaths, by the advice of the Mafter
¢« of the Ceremonies, under whofe tui-
¢ tion he has entered himfelf: he has loft
¢ fome hundreds at billiards to fharpers,
¢ and taken one of the nymphs of Avon-
¢ fireet into keeping; bur, finding all
¢ thefe channels infufficient to drain him
¢¢ of his current cath, his counfellor has
¢ engaged him to give a general tea-
¢ drinking  to-morrow _ at Wiltfhire’s
¢ room. In order to give it the more
« eclat, every table is to be furnithed
< with fweet-meats and nofegays; which,
¢ however, are not to be touched till
< potice is given by the ringing of a
¢ bell, and then the ladies may help
¢ themfelves without reftriGtion. This
< will be no bad way of trying the com-
¢ pany’s breeding—""

«]
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« T will abide by that experiment
¢ (cried ‘my uncle), and if I could find
< g place to ftand fecure, without the
¢ yortex of the tumult, which F know
¢ will enfue, I would certainly go thither
¢ and enjoy the fcene.” Quin propofed
that we thould take our ftation in the
mufic-gallery ; and we took his advice.
Holder "had got thither before us, with
his horns perdue ; but we were admitted.
The tea-drinking pafled as ufual; and
the company having rifen’ from the ta-
bles, were fauntring in groupes, in ex-
petation of the fignal for attack, when
the bell beginning to ring, they flew with
eagernefs to the defert, and the whole
place:was inftantly in commotion. There
was nothing but juftling, fcrambling,
pulling, fnatching, ftruggling, fcolding,
and fcreaming, - The ‘nofegays were torn
from one another’s hands and bofoms ;
the glaffes: and china® went to wreck 3
the tables and *floor were flrewed with
comfits. . Some cried, fome “wore ; and
the tropes and figures of Billingfgate were
ufed without referve in all their native zeft
and flavour; nor were thofe flowers of
rhetoric unattended with fignificant gefti=
culation, Some fnapped their fingers;
fome forked them out; fome' clapped

g their
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their hands, and fome their ‘back-fides;
at length they fairly proceeded to pull-
ing caps, and every thing feemed to pre-
fage a gencral battle; when Holder or-
dered his horns to found a charge, with
a view to animate the combatants, and
inflame the conteft; but this manceuvre
produced an effet 'quite contrary to what
he expected. It was a note of reproach
that roufed them to an immediate fenfe
of this difgraceful fituation, They were
athamed of their abfurd deportment, and
fuddenly defifted. They gathered up
their caps, ruffles, and handkerchicfs;
and great part of them retired in filent
mortification,

Quin laughed at this adventure; but
my uncle’s delicacy was hurt, He hung
his head in manifeft chagrin, and feemed
to repine at the triumph of  his judgment
~—Indeed, his vi€tory was more complete
than he imagined ; for, as we afterwards
learned, the two amazons who fingulariz-
ed themfelves moft in the a&ion, did not
come from the purlieus of Puddle-dock,
but from the courtly neighbourhood of
St. James’s palace.” One was a baronefs,
and the other, a wealthy knight’s dowa-
ger—My uncle fpoke not a word, till we
had made our retreat good to the coffec-

houfe;
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houfe; where, taking off his hat, and
wiping his forehead, I blefs God (faid
< he) that Mrs, Tabitha Bramble did not
« take the field to-day!” ¢ I would pit
« her for a cool hundred (cried Quin)
¢ againft the beft thake-bag of thewhole
¢ main.” The truth is, nothing could
have kept her at home but the accident
of her having taken phyfic beforc fhe
knew the nature of the entertainment.
She has been for fome days furbithing up
an old fuit of black velvet, to make her
appearance as Sir Ulic’s partner at the
next ball.

I have much to fay of this amiable
kinfwoman ; but fhe has not been proper-~
ly introduced to your acquaintance. She
is remarkably civil to Mr. Quin; of
whofe farcaftic humour fhe feems to ftand
in awe; but her caution is no match for
her impertinence. ¢ Mr. Gwynn (faid
¢ fhe the other day), I was once vaftly
« entertained with your playing the Ghoft
¢ of Gimlet at Drury-lane, when you
¢ rofe up through the ftage, with a white
# face and red eyes, and fpoke of guails
“ upon the frightful porcupine.—Do, pray,
s fpout a little the Ghoft of Gimlet.”
 Madam (faid Quin, with a glance of
¢ ineffable difdain), the Ghoft of Gimlet

6 619
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€¢ is laid, never to rife again—" Infenfible
of this check, the proceeded: <« Well,
¢ to be fure, you looked and talked fo
¢ like a real ghoft; and then the cock
¢ crowed fo natural. I wonder how you
¢ could teach him to crow fo exaét, in
¢ the very nick of time; but, 1 fuppofe,
¢ he’s game. An’t he game, Mr.
<€ Gwynn?” <« Dunghill,  Madam.”
.. ¢ Well, «dunghill, or not. dunghill, he
¢ has got fuch a clear counter-tenor, that
¢ I with I had fuch another at Bramble-
¢ ton-hall, to wake the maids of a morn-
¢ing. Do you know where I could
< find one of his brood »” ¢ Probably
< in the work-houfe of St. Giles’s parith,
¢ Madam ; but I proteft I know not his
¢ particular mew.” My uncle, - frying
with vexation, cried, ¢ Good God, fifter,
¢ how you talk ! I have told you twenty
‘¢ times, that this gentleman’s name is
¢ not Gwynn.—” ¢ Hoity toity, bro-
¢ ther of mine (fhe replied), no offence, I
“¢ hope—Gwynn is an honourable name,
“of true old Britith -extracion I
¢¢ thought the gentleman had been come
¢ of Mrs. Helen Gwynn, who was of his
¢ own profeffion; and if fo be that were
‘¢ the cafe, he might be of King Charles’s
“ breed, and have royal blood in his
¢ veins
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¢ yeins—"

¢ No, madam, (anfwered
€

Quin, with great folemnity) my mo-
ther was not a whore of fuch diftinc-
tion—True it is, I am fometimes
tempted to believe myfelf of royal
defcent ; -for my inclinations are often
arbitrary—If I was an abfolute prince,
at this inftant, I believe'l fhould fend
for the head of your cook in a charger
~—She has committed felony, on the
perfon of that John Dory; which is
mangled in a cruel manner, and even
prefented without fauce—O tempora!
O mores !”

This good-humoured fally turned the
converfation into a lefs difagreeable chan-
nel—But, left you thould think my fcrib-

-ble as tedious as Mrs. Tabby’s clack, I
thall not add another word, but that I am
as ufual

-
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Yours,

p?

Bath, April 30, . J. MELFORD,
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To Dr. Lewis.

DEAR LEWIS,

I RECEIVED your bill upon Wilt-
thire, which was pun&ually honoured;
but as I don’t choofe to keep fo much
cath by me, in a common lodging-houfe,
I have depofited 250l in the bank of
Bath, and fhall take their bills for it in
London, when I leave this place, where
the feafon draws to an end—You muft
know, that now being a-foot, I am re-
folved to give Liddy a glimpfe of Lon-
don. She is one of the'beft hearted crea-
tures I ever knew, and gains upon my
affetion every day=—As for Tabby, I
have dropt fuch hints to the Irith baronet,
concerning . her fortune, as, I make no
doubt, will cool the ardour of his ad-
dreffes. Then her pride will take the
alarm; and the rancour of ftale maiden-
hood being chafed, we fhall hear nothing
but flander and abufe of Sir Ulic Mac-
killigut —This rupture, I forefee, will
facilitate our departure from Bath; where,

at
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at prefent, Tabby feems to enjoy herfelf
with peculiar fatisfaction. For my part,
I deteft it fo much, that I fhould not
‘havebeen able to ftay fo long in the place
if T had not difcovered fome old friends 5
whofe converfation alleviates my difguft—
Going to the coffee-houfe one forenoon,
I could not help contemplating the com-
pany, with equal furprize and compaf- -
fion—We confifted of thirteen indivi-
duals; feven lamed by the gout, rheu-
matifm, or palfy; three maimed by ac-.
cident ; and the reft either deaf or blind.
One "hobbled, another hopped, a third
dragged his legs after him like a wounded
fnake, a fourth ftraddled betwixt a pair -
of long crutches, like the mummy of a
felon hanging in chains; a fifth was bent
into a horizontal pofition, like a mounted
telefcope, thoved in by a couple of chair-
men; and a fixth was the buft of a man,
fet upright in a wheel machine, which
the waiter moved from place to place.
Being ftruck with fome of their faces,
I confulted the fubfcription-book ; and,
perceiving thé names of feveral old
friends, began to confider the groupe
with more attention. At length I dif-
covered rear-admiral Balderick, the
companion of my youth, whom I had
not
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-not feen fince he was appointed lieute-
nant of the Severn. He was metamor-
phofed into an old man, with a wooden
leg and a weatherbeaten face; which ap-
peared the more ancient from' his grey
locks, that were truly venerable—Sitting
down at the table, where he was reading
a news-paper, I gazed at him for fome
minutes, with a mixture of pleafure and
regret, which made my heart gufh with
tendernefs; then, taking him by the
‘hand, ¢ Ah, Sam, (faid 1) forty years
¢¢ ago I little thought—" I was too much
moved to proceed. ¢ An old friend,
*¢ fure enough ! (cried he, fqueezing my
¢ hand, and furveying me eagerly thro’
¢ his glafles) I know the looming of the
¢ veflel, though fhe has been hard
¢« ftrained fince we parted; but I can’t
¢ heave up the name—" The moment
I told him who I was, he exclaimed,
¢« Ha! Matt, my old fellow cruizer,
¢ ftill a-float I’ And, ftarting up, bugged
me in his arms. His tranfport, however,
boded me no good ; for, in faluting me,
he thruft the fpring of his fpectacles into
my eye, and, at the fame time, fet his
wooden ftump upon my gouty toe; an
attack that made me fhed tears in fad
carneft—— After the hurry of our recog-

nition

-
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nitien was over, he pointed out two of
our common friends in the room: the -
buft was what remained of colonel Cock-
ril; who had loft the ufe of his limbs in
making an American campaign ; and the
telefcope proved to be my college chum,
fir Reginald Bently ; who, with his new
title, and unexpected inheritance, com-
menced fox-hunter, without having ferved
bis apprenticefhip to the myftery ; and,
in confequence of following the hounds
through a river, was feized with an in-
flammation in his bowels, which has
contrated him -into his prefent atti-
tude. :

Qur former correfpondence was forth-
with renewed, with the moft hearty ex-
preflions of mutual good-will ; ‘and as we
bad  met fo unexpectedly, we agreed to
dine together that very day at the tavern,
My friend Quin, being luckily unen-
gaged, obliged us with his company ;
and, truly, this was the moft happy day
I have pafled: thefe twenty years. You
and I, Lewis, having been always toge-
ther, never tafted friendfhip in this high
gofit, contracted from long abfence. I
cannot exprefs the half of what I felt at
this cafual meeting of three or four com-
panions, who had been fo long feparated,

and
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and fo roughly treated by the ftorms of
life. It was a renovation of youth; a
kind of refufcitation of the dead, that re-
alized thofe interefting dreams, in which
we fometimes retrieve our ancient friends
from the grave. Perhaps my enjoyment
was not the lefs pleafing for being mixed
with a firain of melancholy, produced
by the remembrance of paft fcenes, that
conjured up the ideas of fome endearing
connexions, which the hand of Death has
actually diffolved. -

The fpirits and. good-humour of the
company feemed to triumph over the
wreck of their conftitutions. They had
even philofophy enough to joke upon
their own calamities; fuch is the power
of friendfhip, the fovereign cordial of life
—1I afterwards found, however, that they
were not without their moments, and
even hours of difquiet. Each of them

. apart, in fucceeding conferences, expa-

tiated upon his own particular grievances;
and they were all malcontents at bottom
—Opver and above their perfonal difafters,
they thought themfelves unfortunate in
the lottery of life. Baldrick complained,
that all the recompence he had received
for his long and hard fervice, was the
half-pay of a rear-admiral. The colo-

nel

VVA.BHSC




HUMPHRY CLINKER. 113

nel was mortified to fee himfelf over-top-
ped by upftart generals, fome of whom
he had once commanded ; and, being a
man of a liberal turn, could ill put up
with a moderate annuity, for which he
bad fold his commiffion. As for the ba-
ronet, having run himfelf confiderably in
debt, on a contefted eletion, he has been
. obliged to relinquith his feat in parlia-
ment, and his feat in the country at the
fame time, and put bis eftate to nurfe;
but his chagrin, which is the effect of his
own mifcondu@, does not affect me half
fo much as that of the other two; who
have aéted honourable and diftinguithed
parts on the great theatre, and are now
reduced to lead a weary life in this ftew-
pan of idlenefs and infignificance. They
have long left off ufing the waters, after
having experienced their inefficacy. The
diverfions of the place they are not in a
condition to enjoy. How then do they
make fhift to pafs their time? In the
forenoon, they crawl out to the Rooms
or the coffee-houfe, where they take a
hand at whift, or defcant upon the Gene~
ral Advertifer ; and their evenings they
murder in private parties, among peevith
invalids, and infipid old women—This
is the cafe with a good number of indi-
e . viduals,
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viduals, whom nature feems to have in-
tended for better purpofes,

About a dozen years ago, many decent
families, reftricted to {mall fortunes, be-
fides thofe that came hither on the fcore
of health, were tempted to fettle at Bath,
where they could then live comfortably,
and even make a genteel appearance, at a
fmall expence: but the madnefs of the
times has made the place too hot for
them, and they are now obliged to think
of other migrations—Some have already
fled to the mountains of Wales, and
others have retired to Exeter. Thither,
no doubt, they will be followed by the
flood of luxury and extravagance, which

- will drive them from place to place to the
very Land’s End; and there, I fuppofe,
they will be obliged to fhip themfelves
to fome other country. Bath is become
a mere fink of profligacy and extortion.

" Every article of houfe-keeping is raifed to
an enormous price; a circumftance no
longer to be wondered at, when we know
that every petty retainer of fortune
piques himfelf upon keeping a table, and
thinks it is for the honour of his character
to wink at the knavery of his fervants,
who are in a confederacy with the market-
people ; and, of confequence, pay what-

ever
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ever they demand. Here is now a mufh-
room of opulence, who pays a cook
feventy guineas a week for furnifhing him
with one meal a day. This portentous
frenzy is become fo contagious, that the
very rabble and refufe of mankind' are
infeted. I have known a negro-driver,
from Jamaica, pay over-night to the ma-
fler of one of the rooms, fixty-five
guineas for tea and coffee to the com-
pany, and leave Bath next morning, in
fuch obfcurity, that not one of his guefts
had the flighteft idea of his perfon, or
even made the leaft inquiry about his
name. Incidents of this kind are. fre-
quent ; and every day teems with freth
abfurdities, which are too grofs to make
a thinking man merry. —But I feel the
fpleen creeping on me apace; and there=
fore will indulge you with a ceffation,
that you ‘may have no unneceflary caufe
to curfe your correfpondence with,

Dear Dick,
yours ever,

Bath, May 5. 5 Mat. BraMaLE,
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o de e oo dr e e e el
ToMifs L&Er1T1a WiILLIS, at Gloucefter.

MY DEAR LETTY,

1 WROTE you at great length by the
poft, the twenty-fixth of laft month, to
which 1 refer you for an account of our
proceedings at Bath; and I expeé your
anfwer with impatience. But, having
this opportunity of a private hand, I fend
you two dozen of Bath rings; fix of the
beft of which 1 defire you will keep for
yourfelf, and diftribute the reft among
the young ladies, our common friends, as
you fhall think proper: I don’t know
how you will approve of the mottoes;
fome of them are not much to my own
liking; but I was obliged to take fuch
as I could find ready manufaGured—I
am vexed, that neither you nor I have re-
ceived any farther information of a cer-
tain perfon—Sure it can’t be wilful neg-
le€t !—O my dear Willis! 1 begin to be
vifited by ftrange fancies, and to have
fome melancholy doubts; which, how-

ever,

3
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ever, it would be ungenerous to harbour
without farther inquiry—My uncle, who
has made me a prefent of a very. fine fet
of garnets, talks of treating us with a
jaunt to London ; which, you may ima-
gine, will be highly agreeable: but I
like Bath fo well, that I hope he won’t
think of leaving it till the feafon is quite
over; and yet, betwixt friends, fome
thing has happened to my aumt, which
will probably fhorten our ftay in this
place. :

Yefterday, in the forenocon, fhe went
by herfelf to a breakfafting in one of the
tooms ; and, in halfan hour, returned in
great agitation, having Chowder along
with her in the chair. I believe fome ac-
cident muft have happened to that un-
lucky animal, which is the great fource
of all her troubles. Dear Letty ! whata
pity it is, that a woman of her years and
difcretion, fhould place her affection upon
fuch an ugly, ill-conditioned cur, that
fnarls and fnaps at every body. I afked
John Thomas, the foot-man who attend-
ed her, what was the matter ? and he did
nothing but grin. A famous dog-do¢tor
was fent for, and undertook to cure the
patient, provided he might carry him
home to his own houfe; but his miftrefs

would
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would not part with him out of her own
fight——She ordered the cook to warm
cloths, which the applied to his bowels,
with her own hand. She gave up all
thoughts of going to the ball in the even-

_ing; and when Sir Ulic came to drink
tea, refufed to be feen; fo that he went
away to look for another partmer. My -
brother Jery whiftles and dances, My
uncle fometimes thrugs up his fhoulders,
and fometimes burfts out a-laughing. My
aunt fobs and fcolds by turns; and her
woman, Win Jinkins, ftares and wonders
with a foolifh face of curiofity ; and, for
my part; I am as curious as the, but
afhamed to afk queftions.

. Perhaps time will difcover the myftery
for if it was any thing that happened
in the Rooms, it can’t be long concealed.
—All I know is, that laft night at fupper,
mifs Bramble fpoke very difdainfully of
Sir Ulic Mackilligut, and afked her bro-
ther if he intended to keep us fweltering
all the fummer at Bath ? ¢ No, fifter
¢ Tabitha (fzid he, with an arch fmile),
<< we thall retreat before the Dog-days
¢ begin; though I make no doubt, that
¢ with a little temperance and difcretion,
< our conftitutions might be; kept covl
“ enougl all the year, even at Bath”

As
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As I don’t know the meaning of this in--
finuation, I won’t pretend to make any
remarks upon it at prefent: hereafter,
perhaps, I may be able to explain it more
to your fatisfaCtion In the mean time,
1 beg you will be punctual in your corre-
fpondence, and continue to love your
ever faithful

Bath, May 6. Lypia MeLrorp.

ORI

To Sir Warkin VPHILLIPS, of
Jefus college, Oxon,

SO then Mrs. Blackerby’s affair has
proved: a falfe alarm, and I have faved
my money ? I wifh, however, her de-
claration had not been fo premature; for
though my being  thought capable of
making her a mother, might have given
me fome credit, the reputation of an in-
trigue with fuch a cracked Pi[QhCE‘dO\C}SA
me no honour at all~——1In my laft I told"
you I had hopes -of feeing Quin in his
hours of elevation atr the tavern, which

Vo, I, G L ARET

VVA.BHSC



122 Tz EXPEDITION or

js the temple of mirth and good-fellow-
fhip; where he, as prieft of Comus, ut-
ters the infpirations of wit and humour
— 1 have had that fatisfacion. I.have
dined with his club at the Three Tons,
and had the honour to fit him out. At
balf an hour paft eight in the evening, he
was carried home with fix good bottles of
claret under his belt; and it being then
Friday, he gave.orders, that he fhould
not be difturbed till Sunday at noon——
You muft not imagine that this dofé had
any other effe¢t upon his “converfation,
%ut that of making it more extravagant-
ly entertaining—THe had loft the ufe of
his limbs, indeed, feveral hours before
we parted, but he retained all his other
facultes in perfeé‘tinn; and as he gave
. vent to every whimfical idea as it rofe,
1 was really aftonifhed at the brillancy of
‘his thoughts, and the force of his expref-
fon. Quin is a real voluptuary in the
" articles of eating and drinking; and fo
confirmed an epicure, in the common
acceptation of the term, that he cannot
put up with ordinary fare, ‘This is a
point of fuch importance with him, that
he always takes upon himfelf the charge
of catering; and a man admitted to his

mefs, is always fure of eating delicate
8 vic-
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victuals, and drinking excellent wine—
He owns himfelf addicted to the delights
of the ftomach, and often jokes upon
his own fenfuality ; but there is nothing
{elfith in this appetite He finds that
good cheer unites good company ; exhi-
lerates the fpirits, opens the heart, ba-
nithes all reftraint from converfation, and
promotes the happieft purpofes of focial
life.~—But Mr. James Quin is not a fub-
et to be difcufled in the compafs of one
letter ; I fhall therefore, at prefent, leave
him to his repofe, and call another of a
very different complexion:

You defire to have farther acquain-
tance with the perfon of our aunt, and
promife  yourfelf much\entertainment
from her connexion with Sir Ulic Mackil-
ligut: but in this hope you are baulked
already s that connexion is difiolved.
The Irifh baronet is an old hound, that,
finding her carrion, has quitted the fcent—
I have already told you, that Mrs. Tabi-
tha: Bramble is a maiden of forty-five.
in her perfon, fhe is tall, raw-boned,
aukward, flat-chefted, and ftooping; her
complexion is fallow and freckled; her
eyes are not grey, but greenifh, like thofe
of a cat, and generally: inflamed; ber
hair is of a fandy, or rather dufty hue;

G2 her
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her forechead low; her nofe long, fharp,
‘and, towards the extremity, always red
4n cool weather; her lips fkinny, her,
‘mouth extenfive, her teeth ftraggling and
“oofe, of various colours and conforma-
tion’; and her long neck fhrivelled into
a thoufand wrinkles—In her temper, the
is proud, fiiff, vain, imperious, prying,
malicious, greedy, and uncharitable. In
all likelihood, her natural aufterity ‘has
“been foured by difappointment in love;
for her long celibacy is by no means ow-
“ing to her diflike of matrimony: on the
contrary fhe has left no flone unturned
to avoid the reproachful epithet of old -
maid.
* Before I was born, fhe had gone fuch
lengths in the way of flirting with a re-
cruiting officer, that her reputation was
‘a little finged.  She afterwards made ad-
vances to the curate of the parifh, who
““dropped fome diftant hints about the next
prefentation to the living, which was in
her brother’s gift; but finding that was
‘already promi{ed to another, he flew off
at a-tangent; and Mrs. Tabby, in re-
venge, found means to deprive him of
“his cure.  Her next lover was lJieutenant
of a man of war, a relation of the fami-
Iy, who did not underftand the refine-
ments
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ments of the paffion, and exprefled - no
averfion to grapple with coufin Tabby in'
the way of marriage; but before matters’
could be properly adjufted, he went oue
on a cruife, and was killed in an ebgagc~
ment with a French frigate.. Our aunt,
though baffled fo often, did not yet def-
pair—She laid all her fnares for ' Dr.
Lewis, who is the fidus dchates of my un-
cle.. She even fell fick upen.the occa~
fion, and prevailed with Matt. to inter~
pofe in her . behalf with his friend ;  but’
the Docor, being a fhy cock, would not
be caught with chaff, and’ flatly rejected
the propofal: fo that Mrs. Tabitha was
doirtent to exert her pmiencc once more,
after having endeavoured in vain to effect
a rupture bétwixt the two friends; and
now fhe thinks proper to be very civil to
* Lewis, who is become neceffary to her it
the way of his profeffion. i
. Thefe, however, are not the only ef-
forts fhe has made towards a nedrer con®’
junétion with our fex. Her fortane was'
originally ‘no more than a thoufand
pounds ;- but flie gained an acceffion’
of five hundred by the death of 2z
filer, and the lieutenant left her three
hundred in’ his will. Thefe fums the has
more than doubled, by living free.of.alf
3 G 3 expence,
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expence, in her brother’s houfe; and deal-
ing in cheefe and Welch flannel, the pro-
duce of his flocks and dairy. At prefent
her capital has  increafed to about four
thoufand pounds; and her avarice feems
to grow every day more and more rapa-
cious; but even this is not fo intolerable,
as the perverfenefs of her nature, which
keeps the whole family in_ difquiet and
uproar. She is one of thofe geniufes
who find fome diabolical enjoyment in
being dreaded and detefted by their fel-
low-creatures.

1 once told my uncle, I was furprifed
that 2 man of his difpofition. could bear
fuch a dotneftic plague, when it could be
fo eafily removed—The eremark made
bim fore, becaule it feemed to rax himr

. with want of refolution—Worinkling up
his nofe, and drawing down his eye-
brows, ¢ A young fellow. (faid he) when
¢ he firft thrufts his fnout into the world,
<« isapt to be furprifed at many things,
¢ which a man of experience knows to be
¢ grdinary and unavoidable—This ‘pre-
¢ cious aunt of your’s is become infen-
« fibly a part of my conftitution—Damn
< her! She’s a noli me tangere in my fleth,
¢¢ which I cannot bear. to be touched or
< tampered with,” ‘I made no reply;

bur
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fut fhifted the converfation. He real-
Jy has an affection for this original ; which
rhaintains_its ground in defiance of com-
mon fenfe, and in defpite of that con-
tempt which he muft certainly feel for her
chara®er and underftanding. Nay, I
am convinced, that fhe has likewife a
moft virulent attachment to his perfon 5
though her love never fhews itfelf but i
the fhape of difcontent 5 and the perfifts
in tormenting him out of fhere tender-
nefs—The only object within doors upon
which fhe beftows any marks of affection,
in the ufual ftyle, is her dog Chowders
a filthy cur from Newfoundiand, which
fhe had in a prefent from the wife of a
fkipper in Swahfey—One would imagine
the had diftinguifhed: this beaft with her
favour on account of his uglinefs and ill-
nature; if it was not, indeed, an in-
ftin@ive fympathy between his difpofition
and her own. Certain it is, fhe carefles
him without ceafing ; and even harrafles
the family in the fervice of this curfed
animal, which, indeed, has proved the
proximate caufe of her breach with Sir_
Ulic Mackilligut.

You muft know, fhe yefterday wanted
to fteal a march of poor Liddy, and went
o breakfaft in the room without any other
3 G 4 com-
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companion than her dog, in expeétation
of meeting with the Baronet, who had
agreed to dance with her in 1he evening—
Chowder no fooner made his appearance
i the Room than the Mafter of the Ce-
remonies, incenfed at his prefumption,
ran up to drive him away, and threatened
him with his foot; but the other {feemed
to defpife his authority, and difplaying
a formidable cafe of long, white, tharp
teeth, kept the puny monarch at bay—
‘While he ftood under fonie trepidation,. -
fronting his antagonift, and bawling to:
the waiter, Sir Ulic Mackilligut came to.
his affiftancé and feeming ignorant of
the connexicn between this intruder and
his miftrefs, gave the former fuch a kick
in the jaws, as fent -him howling to the
door—~—Mors: Tabitha, incenfed at this
outrage ran after him, fqualling in a
tone equally difagreeable; while the Ba-
ronet followed her on one fide, making
apologies for his miftake; and Derick
on, the other, making remonftrances
upon the rules and regulations of the
place.

Far from being fatisfied with the
Kuight’s excufes, fhe faid fhe was fure he
was no gentleman; and when the Mafter
of the Ceremonies offered to hand her ine

to
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o' the chair,” fhe rapped him over the
knuckles with her fan. My uncle’s foot-
man being fill ar the door, fhe and
Chowder got into the fame vehicle, and
~were carried off amidft the jokes of the
‘chairmen and other populace. I had
been riding out on Clerkendown, “and
“happened to enter juft as the fracas was
over—The Baronet, coming up to me
with an affected air of chagtin, recounted
the adventure; at which I laughed
heartily, and then his countenance cleat-
ed up, < My dear foul, (faid he) when
“ 1 faw a fort of a wild baift, fnar-
¢ ling with open mouth at the Mafter
¢« of the Ceremonies, like the red cow go-
“¢ing to deveur' Tom Thumb, I could
 do no lefs than go to the affitance of
¢ the little man ? but I never dreamt the
¢ baift was one of Mrs. Bramble’s arten-
< dants O! if I had, he might have
“ made his breakfaft upon Derrick and
“ welcome—But, you know, my.dear
“ friend, how natural it is for us Irifh-
¢ men to blunder, and to take the wrong
¢ fow by the ear—However, 1 will con-
“ fefs judmment, and cry her mercy ;
““ and, ’tis to be hoped, a penitent finner
“ may be forgiven.” I told him, that
as’ the offence was not voluntary on his
s 5 fide,
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fide, it was to be hoped he would not find
her implacable.

But, in truth, all this concern was dif-
fembled. In hia approaches of gallantry
to Mrs. Tabitha, he had been mifled by a
miftake of at leaft fix thoufand pounds,
in the calculation of her fortune; and in
this particular he was juft undeceived.
_He, therefore, feized thefirft opportuni-
ty of incurring her. difpleafure decently,
in fuch.a manner as would certainly anni-
hilate the correfpondence ; and he could
not have taken a:more effeCtual method,
than that of beating her dog. When he
prefented himfelf at our door,, to pay his
refpects to the offended fair, he was re-
fufed admittance; and given to under-
{tand, that he fhould never find her at
home for the future. She was not fo in-
acceflible to Derrick, who came to de-
mand fatisfaction for the infult the had
offered to him, even in the verge of his
own court. She knew it was convenient
to be well with the Malter of the Cere-
monies, while the continued to frequent
the Rooms; and, having heard he was.a
poet, began to be afraid of paaking her
appearance in a ballad or ]ampoon Z She
therefore made excufes for what fhe had
done, imputing it to the flutter of her

{pirits ;
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fpirits ; and fubfcribed handfomely for
his poems : fo that he was perfeétly ap-
peafed, and overwhelmed her with a pro-
fufion of compliment. He even folicited
a reconciliation with Chowder; which,,
however, the latter declined ; and he de-
clared, that if he could find a precedent:
in the annals of the Bath, which he
would carefully examine for that purpofe,
her favourite fthould be admitted: to the
next public breakfafting—But,. L.believe,
the will not expofe herfelf or him to the
rifque of a fecond difgrace—Who will
fupply the place of Mackilligut in her af-
fections, L cannot forefee ;. but nothing
in the fhape of man' can come amifs.
Though fhe .is-a violent church-woman,
of the moft intolerant zeal, .l believe in
my. confcience fhe would have no ob-
je&tion, at prefent,, to treat on the fcore
of matrimony with an. Anabaptift, Qua-
ker, or Jew; and even ratify the treacy
at. the expence of her own converfion,
But, perhaps, I think. too hardly of this
kinfwoman ;. who,.I -muft own, is very
little beholden to the:good opinion of

Your’s,
Bath, May 6. J. MELFORD:
G 6 Ta
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- OLOCOG OO

To Dr. Lewis.

"YOU afk me, why I don’t take the

“air a-horfeback, during this fine weather?

~—In which of the avenues of this para-

“dife would you have me take that exer-

cife ? Shall I commit myfelf to the high-

“roads of London or Briftol, to be ftifled

with duft, or prefled to death in the midft
of poft-chaifes, flying-machines, waggons,
and coal-horfes ; befides the troops of
fine gentlemen that take to the high-way,
‘to- thew their horfemanthip; and the
“coaches of fine ladies, who go thither to
“thew their equipages? Shall I attempt the
Downs, and fatigue myfelf to death in
-elimbing up an eternal afcent, without any
hopes of reaching the fummit? Know

* then, I have made divers defperate leaps

at thofe upper regions; but always fell
backward into this vapour-pit, exbaufted
and difpirited by thofe ineffeGtual efforts ;

and here we poor valetudinarians pant and’ - .

ftruggle, like fo many Chinefe gudgeons
e i galping
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-gafping in  the bottom of a punch-bowl.
-By Heaven, it is a kind of inchantment !
If I do not fpeedily break the fpell, and
efcape, I may chance to give up the ghoft
in this naufeous ftew of- corruption—It
was but two nights ago, ‘that 1 had like
to have made my publicexit, ata minute’s
warning.  One of ‘my greateft weaknefles
is that of fuffering myfelf to be over-ruled
by the opinion of people, whofe judg-
ment I defpife—I own, ‘with fthame and
confufion of face, that importunity of
any kind I cannot refift. This want of
courage and conftancy is an original flaw
in my nature, which you muft have of-
ten obferved with compaffion, if not with
‘contempt. I am afraid fome of our
boafted virtues may be traced up to this
defe&, { :
Without farther preamble, I was per-
fuaded to go to a ball, on purpofe to fee
Liddy dance a minuet witha young pe-
tulant jackanapes, the only fon of a
-wealthy undertaker from London, whofe
mother lodges in our neighbourhood, and
has contracted an acquaintance with Tab-
by. T fat a couple of Jong hours, half
ftifled, in the midft of a noifome crowd ;
and could not kLelp wondering, that fo
many hundreds of thofe that rank as ra-
tional
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tional creatures, could find entertain-
" 'ment in feeing a fucceffion of infipid ani-
mals, deferibing the fame dull figure for
a whole evening, on an aréa, not much
bigger than a raylor’s: thop-board. If
there had been any beauty, grace, acti- -
vity, magnificent drefs, or variety of any
kind, howfoever abfurd, to-engage the
attention, and amufe the fancy, I fhould
not have been furpri(ed but there was
no fuch objeét : it was a tirefome- repeti-
tion ‘of the fame languxd frivolous fcene,
performed by actors that feemed to fleep
in all their motions The continual
fwimming of thofe phantoms before
my eyes, gave me a {wimming of the
head ; which was alfo affeted by the
fouled air, circulating through fuch a
number of rotten human bellows I
therefore retreated towards the door, and
ftood in.‘the paffage to the next room,
talking to my friend Quin; when an end
being put to the minuets, the benches
were removed to make way for the coun-
try-dances ; and the multitude rifing at
once, the whole atmofphere was put in
commotion.  Then, all. of a fudden,
came rufhing upon me an Egyptian. gale,

{o impregnated with peflilential vapours,
that
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that my nerves were overpowered; and I

- dropt fenfelefs-upon the floor.
You may. eafily conceive what a: cla-
mour and confufion. this accident muft
-have produced, in fuch an affembly—I
-foon recovered, however, and found my-
felf in an eafy chair, fupported by my
own people—Sifter Tabby, in her great
tendernefs, had put me to the torture,
fqueezing my head under her arm, and
fluffing my nofe with {pirit of hartthorn,
till the whole infide was excoriated. I
no fooner got home, than I fent for doc-
tor Ch » who aflured me, I need-
ed not be alarmed, for my. fwooning was
entirely occafioned by an accidental im-~
preffion of fetid effluvia upon nerves of
uncommon fenfibility. I know not how
other people’s nerves are conftructed ;
but one would imagine they muft be made
of very coarfe materials, to ftand the
thock of fuch a horrid affault. It was,
indeed, @ compound of villainous Jmellsy in
which the moft violent ftinks, and the
moft powerful perfumes, contended for
the maftery. = Imagine to. yourfelf a high
exalted eflence of mingled odours, arifing
from putrid gums, impofthumated lungs,
“four flatulencies, rank arm-pits, fwear.
ing feet, runhing fores and iflues, plaf-
ters, ointments, and embrocations, Hur.
<€ garya
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.gary-water, {pirit of lavender, affafcetida
drops, mufk, hartfhorn, and fal volatile;
-befides a thoufand frowzy fteams, which
I could not analyfe.. Such, O Dick ! is
.the fragrant zther we breathe in the po-
lite aflemblies of Bath—Such-is the at-
mofphere I have exchanged for the pure,
elaftic, animating air of the Welth moun-
tains——0 Rus, quando te afpiciam ! —1
wonder what the devil poflfefled me—
But few words are beft : I have taken
‘my refolution—You may well fuppofe 1
don’t intend to entertain the company
-with a fecond exhibition—I have promif-
ed, in an evil hour, to proceed to Lon-:
don, -and that promife fhall be perform-
ed; but my fay in the metropolis fhall
‘be brief. I have, for the benefit of my
health, projeéted an expedition to the
North, which, I hope, will afford fome
agreeable paftime. I have never travel-
Jed farther that way than Scarborough ;
and, [-think, it is a reproach upon me,
-as a Britith freeholder, fo have lived fo
“long without making an excurfion to the
wother fide of the Tweed. Befides, I have
~Aome relations fettled in Yorkdhire, to
whom it may not be improper to introduce
my nephew and his fifter— At prefen, I
have nothing to add, but that Tabby is
% hap-
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happily difentangled from the Irifh Ba-
ronet 3 and that I will not fail to make
you acquainted, from time to time, with
the fequel of our adventures: a mark of
confideration, which, perhaps, you would,
willingly difpenfe with in

Your humble fervant,

Bath, May 8. Martr. BRAMBLE,

B e e T

-To Sir-Warkin Puirrirs, of
: Jefus college, Oxon, :

DEAR PHILLIPS, S

A FEW days ago we were terribly
alarmed by my uncle’s fainting at the
ball—He has been ever fince curfing his
own folly, for,going thither atthe requeft
of an impertinent woman.- *He declares,
he will fooner vifit a houfe infe¢ted with
the plague, than truft himfelf in fuch a
naufeous fpital for the future, for he
{wears the accident was occafioned by the
ftench of the crowd ; and that he would
never
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never defire a ftronger proof of our being-
made of very grofs materials, than our
having withftood the annoyance, by
which he was fo much difcompofed. For
my part, I 'am very thankful for the
coarlenefs of my organs, being in no dan-
ger of ever falling a facrifice to the deli-
cacy ‘of my nofe. Mr. Bramble is ex-
travagantly delicate in all his fenfations,
both of foul and body. I was informed
by Dr. Lewis; that he once fought a duel
with an officer of the horfe-guards, for
turning a-fide to the Park wall, on a ne-
ceflary occafion, when he was paffing with
a lady under his protecion.  His blood
rifes at every inftance of infolence and
cruelty, even where he himfelf is no way
concerned ; and ingratitude makes his
teeth chatter, On ths other hand, the,
recital qf -a generous,  humane,” or grate-
fal action, never fails to draw from him
tears ‘of approbation, which he is often
greatly diftreffed to conceal.
3 .Yeﬁerday, one Pauncefd gave tea,
on particular inviration—This man, after
having been long buffetted by adverfity, |
went abroad;~and Fortune, refolved to
make him amends for her former coy-
nefs, fet him all at once up to the very
ears in affluence. He has now emerged:
from
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from obfcurity, and blazes out in all the’
tinfel of the times. I don’ct find that he
is charged with any practices that the law’
deems dithoneft, or that his wéalth has
made him arrogant and inacceffible ; on
the contrary, he takes great pains to ap-
pear affable and gracious. But they fay,
he is remarkable for fhrinking from his
former friendfhips, which were generally
t00 plain ‘and home-fpun to appear amidft
his prefent brilliant connexions ; and that
he feems uneafy at fight of fome old be-
* nefactors, whom a man of honour would
take pleafure to" acknowledge—Be that
as it.may, he had fo effetually engaged
the company ‘at Bath, that when I went
with my uncle to the coffec-houfe in the
evening, there was not afoul in the room
but one perfon, feemingly in years, who
fat by the fire, reading one of the papers.
Mr. Bramble, taking his ftation clofe by
him, ¢ There is fuch a crowd and con~
“ fufion of chairs in the paffage to Simp-
 fon’s, (faid he) that we could hardly
“ get along—I with thofe minions of
¢¢ fortune would fall upon ‘more laudable
¢ ways of {pending their money.—I fup-
¢ pofe, fir, you like this kind of  enter-
 tainment as little as I do?”’ <« I can’t
% fay, I have any great relith for fuck
enters
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¢ entertainments,” anfwered the other
without taking his ‘eyes off the paper—
¢ Mr. Serle, (refumed my uncle) I beg
¢ pardon for interrupting you; but I.
¢can’t refift the curiofity I have to know
“ if you received a card on this occa-
¢ fion?”

The man feemed furprifed at this ad-
drefs, and made fome paufe, as doubtful
what anfwer he thould make. ¢ 1 know
“ my curiofity is impertinent (added
¢ my uncle), butT have a particular rea-

fon for afking the favour.” = ¢ If that

be the cafe (replied Mr. Serle), I fhall

gratify you without hefitation, by own~

ing, that I have had no card,  But,
give me leave, fir, to afk in my turn,

what reafon you think I have to expeét

fuch an invitation from the gentleman

who gives tea?” ¢ [ have my own

reafons (cried Mr. Bramble, with fomé

emotion); and am convinced, more than

ever, that this Paunceford is a con-

temptible fellow.” ¢ Sir, (faid the'

other, laying down the paper) Ihave

not the honour to know you ; but your

difcourfe is a little myfterious, and

feems to. require forne explanation.’
The perfon you are pleafed to treat fo

cavalierly, is a gentleman of fome con~

’ ; fe-
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¢ fequence in the community ; and, for
£ aught you know, I may alfo have my
4 particular reafons for defending his”
4¢ character—" << If I was net convin-
ced of the contrary (obferved the
¢ other), I thould not have gone fo far—"
¢ Let me tell you, fir, (faid the firan-

< ger, raifing his voice) you have gone '

“too far, in hazarding fuch reflec-
€ tiongm——" - :
Here he was interrupted by my uncle s
who afked' peevithly if he was Don
Quixote enough, at this time of day, to
throw down his gauntlet as champion
for a man who had treated him with fuch
ungrateful neglect. ¢ For my part (add-
¢ ed he), I1hall never quarrel with you
 again upon this fubject; and what I
¢ have faid now, has been fuggefted as
¢ much by my regard for you, as by my
“ contempt of him—"" Mr. Serle, then
pulling off his fpectacles, eyed uncle very
earneftly, faying, in a mitigated tone,
“Surely I am much obliged——Abh,
¢ Mr. Bramble! I now recolle& your
¢ features, though I have not feen you
¢ thefe many years.” ¢ We might have
“ been lefs ftrangers to one another (ar=-
“ fwered the ’fquire), if our correfpon-
‘¢ dence had not been interrupted, in
$con-
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¢ confequence of a mifunderftanding,
s¢ occafioned by this very——, but no
« matter—Mr. Serle, Lefteem your cha-
¢ racter ; - and my friendthip, fuch as it
¢ is, you may freely command.” ¢ The
« offer is too agreeable to be declined
“« (faid he); 1embrace it very cordially;
® and as the firft fruits of ir, requeft
¢« that you will change this fubject,
¢ which, with me, is a matter of pe-
< culiar delicacy.”

My uncle owned he'was in the right,
and the difcourfe took a more general
torn.  Mr. Serle pafled the evening with
us at our lodgings; and appeared to be
intelligent, and even entertaining; but
his difpofition was rather of a melancho-
1y hue. My uncle fays he’s a ‘man of
uncommon parts, and unqueftioned pro-
bity : that his fortune, which was origi-
nally fmall, has been greatly. hurt by a
romantic fpirit of generofity, which he
‘has often difplayed, even at the expence
of his difcretion, in favour of worthlefs
individuals———That he had refcued
Paunceford from the loweft diftrefs, when
he was bankrupt, both in means and re-
‘putation—That he had efpoufed his in-
terefts with a degree of enthufiafm, broke
with feveral friends, and even drawn his

fword

VVA.BHSC



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 143

fword againft my uncle, Who had parti-
cular reafons for queftioning the moral
charater of the faid Paunceford : that,
without Serle’s countenance and affiftance,
the other never could have embraced the
opportunity which has raifed him to this
pinnacle of wealth: that Paunceford, in
the firft tranfports of his fuccefs, had writ-
ten, from abroad, letters to different cor-
refpondents, owning his obligations to
Mr. Serle, in the warmeft tetms of ac-
knowledgment, and declaring he con-
fidered himfelf only as a factor for the
occafions of his beft friend : that, with-
out doubt, he had® made declarations of
the fame nature to his benefador himfelf,
though this laft was always filent and re-
ferved on the fubjet; but for fome years,
thofe tropes and figures of rhetoric had
been difufed : “that, upon his return to
England, he had been lavith in his ca-
refles to Mr. Serle, invited him to his
houfe, and prefled him to make it his
own : that he had overwhelmed him with
general ‘profeffions, and aﬁ'e.&ed_to ex-
prefs the warmeft regard for him, in com-
pany of their common acquaintance ; fo
that every body believed his gratitude
was as liberal as his fortune; and fome

went
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went fo far as to congratulate Mr. Serle
on both.

All this time Paunceford carefully and
artfully avoided particular ' difcuffions
_with his old patron, who had too much
{pirit to drop the moft' diftant hint of
balancing the account of obligation:
that, neverthelefs, a man of his feelings
could not but refent this thocking return
for all his kindnefs; and, therefore, he
“withdrew himfelf from the connexion,
without coming to the leaft explanation,
or fpeaking a fyllable on the fubjet to
any living foul; fo that now their corre-
fpondence is reduced to a flight falute
with the hat, when they chance to meét
in any public place; an accident that
rarely happens, for their walks lie diffe-
rent ways. Mr. Paunceford lives in a
palace, feeds upon dainties, is arrayed in
‘fumptuous apparel, appears in all the
pomp of equipage, and pafies his time
‘among the nobles of the land. Serle
lodges in Stall-fireet, up two pair of ftairs
‘backwards, walks a-foot in a Bath-rug,
eats for twelve fhillings a-week, and
drinks water as a prefervative againft
the gout and gravel Mark the viciffi-
_tude.  Paunceford once refided in a gar-
2 gch:
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ret; where he fubfifted upon fheep’s-trot-
ters and cow-hecl, from which com-
mons he ‘was ‘tranflated to the table of
Serle, that ever abounded with good-
chcer ; until want of occonomy and -re-
tention, reduced him to a {lender annuity
in his decline of years, that fcarce affords
the bare neceffaries of life—Paunceford,
however, does him the honour to fpeak
of him fill, with uncommon regard ; “and
to declare what pleafure it would give
him to contribute in any fhape to his con-
venience : * But you know (be never
¢ fails to add) he’sa thy kind of a man
¢ —And then fuch a-perfect philofopher,
¢ that he looks upon all fuperfluities with
¢ the moft fovereign contempt.”

Having given you this fketch of fquire
Paunceford, I need not make any com-
ment on his charatter, but leave it at the’
mercy of your own refleGtion; from
which, I dare fay, it will meet with as
lictle quarter as it has found with .

Yours always,

Bath, May 1o, J. MELFokD.
WVor, I, H To

VVA.BHSC



146 Tunz EXPEDITION or

To Mrs. Mary Jowes, at Bramble-
ton-hall.

DEAR MOLLY,

WE are all upon the ving—Hey for
TLondon, girl l—Fecks! we have been
‘Jong enough here; for we’re all turned
'tipgy turvy ——Miftrefs has excarded Sit
Ulic for kicking of Chowder; and I have
fent O Frizzle away, with a flea in his
ear—1’ve fiiewn him ‘how little I minded
his tinfy and his long tail—A fellor, who
would think for to go, for to offer, to
take up with a dirty trollop under my
nofe— —1 ketched him in the very fe&,
coming out of the houfe-maid’s garret.—
But I have gren the dirty flut a fiferary.
O Molly ! the farvants at Bath are devils
in garnet—They lite the candle at both
ends—Here’s nothing but ginketting, and
wafling, and thicving, and tricking, and
trigging; and then they are never con-
tent—They won’t fuffer the ’fquire and
miftrefs to ftay any longer; becaufe they

have
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have been already above three weeks in
the houfe; and they look for a couple
of ginnys a-piece at our going away ;
“and this is a parquifite they expect every
month in the feafon ; ‘being as how no fa-
‘mily has a right to ftay longer than four
weeks in the fame lodgings; and fo the
cuck fwears, the will pin ‘the difh-clout
to miftrefs’s tail; and the houfe-maid
vows, fhe’ll put cowitch in mafter’s bed,
if fo be he don’t difcamp without furder
ado——1I don’t blame them for making
the moft of their market, in the way of
vails and parquifites ; and 1 defy the de-
vil to fay I am a tail-carrier, or ever
brought a poor farvant into trouble———
But then they oft to have fome - con-
fcience, in vronging thofe that be far-
vants like themfelves—For you muft no,
Molly, T miffed three quarters of blond
lace, and a.remnant of muflin, and my
filver thimble; which was the gift of true
love : they were all in my work-bafket,
that I left upon the table in the farvants-
hall, when miftreffes bell rungs but if
they had been under lock and kay,
’twonld have been all the fame ; for there
are double kays to,all the locks in Bath;
and they fay as how the very teeth an’t
fafe-in your head, if you fleep with your
: H2 meuth
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mouth open—And fo fays I to myfelf,
them things could not go without bands ; and
Jo Tl watch_their walers: and fo I did
with a vitnefs ; for then it was I found
Bett confarned with O Frizzle, And as
the cuck had thrown her flufh at me, be-
caufe I had taken part with Chowder,
when he fit with the turnfpit, I refolved
to make a clear kitchen, and throw fome
of her fat into the fire. 1 ketched the
chare-woman going out with her load in
the ‘morning, before the thought I was
up, and brought her to miftrefs with her
whole cargo—Marry, what do’ft think the
had got in the name of God? Her
buckets were foaming full of our beft
bear, and her lap was ftuffed with a cold
tongue, part of a buttock of beef, balf
a turkey, and a fwinging lump of butter,
and the matter of ten mould kandles,
that had fcarce ever been lit. The cuck
brazened ‘it out, and faid it was her rite
to rummage the pantry; and fhe was
ready for to go before the mare: that he
had ‘been her potticary many years, and
would never think-of hurting a poor far-
vant, for giving away the fcraps of the
kitchen—~—I went another way to work
with madam Batty, becaufe the had been
faucy, and called me fkandelus names;
an
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and faid O Frizzle could not abide me,
and twenty other odorous falfehoods. I
got a varrant from the mare, and her box
being farched by the conftable, my things
came out fure enuff; befides a full pound
of vax kandles, anda nite-cap of miftrefs,
that I could {ware to on my cruperal oaf
—O then madam Mopftick came upon
her merry bones; and as the *fquire
wouldn’t hare of a purfecution, fhe feaped
.afkewring : but the longeft day the has
to live fhe’ll remember

your humble farvant

Bath, May 15. WINIFRED JENKINS,

If the hind fhould come
again, before we be
gone, pray fend me
the fhift and apron,

~ with the vite gallow
manky fhoes; which
you'll find in my pil-
Jowbere—- Barvice to
Saul—
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To Sir Wartkin Puirries, Bart. of
Jefus college Oxon.

YOU are in the right, dear Phillips;
I don’t expec regular anfwers to every
letter—I know a college-life is too cir-
cumfcribed to afford materials for fuch
quick returns of communication. For
my part, I am continually fhifting the
{cene, and furrounded with new objeéts;
fome of which are ftriking enough. I
thall therefore conclude my journal for
your amufement ; and though, in all ap-
pearance, it will not treat of very impor-
tant or interefting particulars, it may
prove, perhaps, not altogether uninftruc-
tive and unentertaining.

The mufic and entertainments of Bath
are over for this feafon ; and all our gay
birds of - paffagé have taken their flight to
Briftol-well, Tunbridge, Brighthelmitone,
Scarborough, Harrowgate, &e, Not a
foul is feen in this place, but a few bro-
ken-winded parfons, - waddling like fo

many
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many crows along the North Parade.
There is always a great thew of the cler-
gy at Bath; none of your thin, puny,
yellow, hectic figures, exhaufted with
abftinence and hard ftudy, labouring un-
der the morbi eruditorum; but great over-
grown dignitaries and retors, with rubi-
cund nofes and gouty ancles, or broad
bloated faces, dragging along great

- fwag bellies ; the emblems of floth and
indigeftion—

Now we are upon the fubject of par~
fons, I muft tell you a ludicrous adven-
ture,. which was atchieved the other day
by Tom Eafigate, whom you may re-
member on the foundation of Queen’s
He had been very affiduous to pin himfelf.
upon George Prankley, who was a
gentleman-commoner of Chrift-church,
knowing the faid Prankley was heir to a
confiderable eftate, and would have the’
advowfon of a good living, the incum-

bent of which was very old and infirm.
He ftudied his paffions, and flattered them
fo effectually, as to become his compa-
nion and counfellor ; and, at laft, obtained
of him a promife of the prefentation, when
the living fhould fall. = Prankley, on his
uncle’s death, quitted Oxferd, and made
his firft appearance in the fafhionable

ok g world
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world at London; from whence he came
lately to Bath, where he has been exhi-
bitiog himfelf among the bucks and
gameflers of the place. Eaftgate follow-
cd him hither; but he thould not have
quitted him for a moment, at his firft
cmerging into life. He ought to have
known he was a fantaftic, foolifh, fickle
fellow, who would forget his college at-
tachments the moment they ceafed appeal-
ing to his fenfes. Tom met with a cold
reception from his old friend; and was,
moreover, informed, that he had promif-
«d the living to another man, who had a
vote in the county, where he propofed to
offer himfelf a candidate at the next gene-
12l eleion. He now remembered no-
thing of Eaftgate, but the freedoms he
had ufed to take with him, while Tom
had quietly ftood his butt, with an eyeto
the benefice; and thofe freedoms he be-
gan to repeat in common-place farcafms
on his perfon and his cloth, which he ut-
tered in the public coffee-houfe, for the .
entertainment of the company. But he
was egregioufly miftaken in giving his
own wit credit for that tamenefs of Eaft-
gate, which had been entirely owing to
prudential confidetations. Thefe being
now removed, he retorted his repar'te;l:
wit
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with intereft, and found no great diffi-
culty of turning the laugh upon the ag-
greflor; who, lofing his temper, called -
him names, and atked, If ke kuew whom
be talked to? After much- altercation, .
Prankley fhaking his cane, bid him hold
his tongue, otherwife he would duft his
caflock for him. ¢ I have no pretenfions
¢ to fuch a valet (faid Tom3;) but if
< you fhould do me that office, and over-
‘¢ heat yourfelf, I have here a good
¢ oaken towel at your fervice,”

Prankley was equally incenfed and con-
founded at this reply.  After a moment’s
paufe, he took him afide towards the
windew ; and, pointing to the clump of
firs on Clerken-down, afked in a whifper,
if he had fpirit enough to meet him there,
with a cafe of piftols at fix o’clock to-
morrow morning. Eaftgate anfwered in
the affirmative ; and, with a fteady coun-
tenance, affured him, he would not fail
to give him the rendezvous at the hour
he mentioned. So faying, he retired ;
and the challenger ftayed fome time in
manifeft agitation. In the morning, Eaft-
Eate, who knew his man, and had taken
is refolution, went to Prankley’s lodg-

ings, and roufed him by five o’clock—
H s The
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The ’fquire. in all probability, curfed
his_ punétuality in his heart, but he af-
feted to talk big; and having prepared
his artillery over-night, they crofled the
water, at the end of the South Parade, In
‘their progrefs up the hill, Prankley often
cyed the parfon, in hopes of perceiving
fome reluétance in his countenance; but
as no fuch marks appeared, he attempted
to intimidate him by word of mouth.
< If thefe flints do their office (faid he),
€ I’ll do thy bufinefs in a few minutes.””
“ 1 defire you will do your beft (re-
¢ plied the other); for my part 1 come
«¢ not here to trifle,  Qur lives are 'in the
“ hands of God; and one of us already
¢ totters on the brink of eternity—"
This remark feemed to make fome im-
preflion upon the ’fquire, who changed
countenance, and witlr a faultering ac-
cent obferved, ¢ That it ill became a
¢ clergyman to be concerned in quarrels
*“ and blood-thed—" ¢ Your infolence
“to me (faid Eaftgate) I fhould have
“ bore with patience, had not you ecaft
<« the moft infamous refleéions upon my
“ order, the honour of which I think °
‘“myfclf in duty bound to maintain,
Steven at -the expence of my heart’s
“Dblood; and furely it can be no crime -

“ o

VVA.BHSC




HUMPHRY CLINKER. 145

¢ to put out of the world a profligate
¢ wretch, without any fenfe of principle,
¢ morality, or religion ¢« Thou
¢ may’ft take away my life ‘(cried
¢ Prankley, in great perturbation), .but
¢ don’t go to murder my charatter.—
€ What! has’t got no confcience »”
¢ My confcience is perfectly quiet (re-
< plied the other) ; and now, fir, we are
¢ upon the fpot—Take your ground as
¢ near as you pleafe ; prime your pifiol;
¢ and the Lord,. of his infinite mercy,.
¢ have compaffion upon your miferalfle
¢ foul 1”

This ejaculation he pronounced in a
loud folemn tone, with his hat off, and
his eyes lifted up ; then drawing a large
horfe-piftol, he prefented, and put him-
felf in a pofture of aétion. - Prankley took
his diftance, and endeavoured to prime,
but his hand fhook with fuch violence,
that he found this operation impraicable
—His antagonift, feeing how it was with
him, offered his affiftance, and advanced
for that purpofe; when the poor ’lquire,
exceedingly alarmed at what he had
heard and feen, defired the action might
be deferred till next day, as he had not
fettled his affairs. ¢ I ha’n’t made my

‘¢ will (faid he) ; my fifters are not pro-
HG6  vided
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‘¢ vided for; and I juft now recolle&t an
¢ old promife, which my confcience tells
¢ me I ought to perform—TPII firft con-
¢ vince thee, that I am not a wretch with-
¢ out principle, and then thow fhalt
- have an opportunity to take my life,
¢ which thou feemeft to thirft after fo
¢ cagerly—"

Eaftgate underftood the hint; and told
him, that one day fhould break no
fquares; adding, ¢ God forbid that I
¢ fthould be the means of hindering you
¢ from acting the part of an honeft man,
¢ and a dutiful brother—" By virtue
‘of this ceffation, they returned peaceably
together.  Prankley forthwith made out
the prefentation of the living, and deli-
vered it to Eaftgate, telling him at the
fame time, he had now fettled his affairs,
2nd was ready to attend him to the Fir-
grove; but Tom declared he could not
think of lifting his hand againft the life
of fo great a benefator—He did more:
when they next met at the coffee-houfe,
he afked pardon of Mr. Prankley, if in
his paffion he had faid any thing to give
him offence; and the *fquire was fo gra-
cious; 2s to forgive him with a cordial
thake of the hand, declaring that he
did not like to be at variance with an-old

col-




HUMPHRY CLINKER. 157

college companion—Next day, however,
he left Bath: abruptly; and then Eaft-
gate told me all thefe particulars; not a
little pleafed with the effects of his own
fagacity, by which he has fecured a liv-
ing worth 160 L per annum.

Of my uncle, I have nothing at pre-
fent to fay; but that we fet out to-mor-
row for London e# famille. He and the
ladies, with the maid and Chowder in a
coach; T and the man-fervant a horfe-
back. The particulars of our journey
you fhall have in my next, provided® no
accident happens to prevent.

Your’s ever,

Bath, May 17. J. MEeLrorp,

To Dr.. Lewis,
DEAR DICK,

I SHALL to-morrow fet out for Lon-
don, where I have-befpoke lodgings, at
Mus:. Norton’s, in Golden-fquare.  Al-

« though I'am noadmirer of Bath, I fhall

leave
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leave: it with regret ;- becaufe Imuft part
with fome old friends, whom, in all pro-
bability, Ifhall never fee again. In the
courfe of coffee-houfe converfation, I had
often heard very extraordinary enco-
miums pafled on the performances of Mr.
T—~—; a gentleman refiding in this
place, who paints landfcapes for his
amufement. As 1 have no great confi-
dence in the tafte and judgment of coffee-
houfe connoiffeurs, and never received
much pleafure from this branch of the arr,
thofe general praifes made no impreffion
at all on my curiofity ;: but at the requeft
- of a particular friend, Iwent yefterday to
fee the pieces, which had been fo warmly
commended—I muft own 1 am no Judge
of painting, though very fond of pic-
tures. 1 don’t imagine that my fenfes
would play me fo falfe, as to betray me
into admiration of any thing that was
very bad ; but, true it is, I have often
over-looked capital beauties, in pieces
of extraordimary merit.—If I am not to-
tally devoid of taffe, {rowever,. this young
_ gentleman of Bath is the' beft landfcape-
painter now living + T was ftruck with his
performances in fuch a manner, as I had
never been by painting before.  His trees

not only have a richnefs of foliage and
warmth
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warmth of colouring, whichdelights the -
view; but alfo a certain magnificence in
the difpofition, and fpirit in the expreffion,
which I cannot defcribe. His manage-
ment of the chiaro ofcuro, or light and
thadow, efpecially gleams of fun-fhine,
is altogether wonderful, both in the con-
trivance and execution ; and he is fo hap-
py in his perfpective, and marking his
diftances at fea, by a progreflive feries of
thips, veflels, capes, and promontories,
that I could not help thinking I had a
diftant view of thirty leagues upon the
back-ground of the picure. If there is
any tafte for ingenuity left in a degenerate
age, faft finking into barbari{m, this artift,
I apprehend, will make a capital figure;
as foon as his works are known— )
Two days, ago, I was favoured with a
vifit by Mr. Fitz-owen ; who, with great
formality, folicited my vote and intereft
at the general eletion.. I owght not to
have been fhocked at the confidence of
this man; though it was remarkable,
confidering what had pafled between him
and me on a former occafion~—~—Thefe
vifits are mere matter of form, which a
candidate makes to every eleGor; even
to thofe who, he koows, are engaged in
the intereft of his competitor, left he
thould
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dHould expofe himfelf to the imputation
of pride, at a time when it is expected he
dhould appear humble. Indeed, I know
nothing fo abje€t as the behaviour of 2
man canvafling for a feat in parliament
~—This mean proftration (to borough-
electors, efpecially), has, I imagine, con-
tributed in a great meafure to raife that
fpirit of infolence among the vulgar;
. which, like the devil, will be found very
difficult to'lay. Be that as it may, I was
in fome confufion at the effrontery of
Fitz-owen ; but I foon recollected myfelf,
and told him, I had not yet determined
for whom I fhould give my vote, nor
whether I fhould give it for any.—The
truth is, Tlook upon both candidates in
the fame light; and fhould think ‘myfelf
a traitor to the conflitution of my coun-
try, if I voted for either. If every elec-
tor would bring the fame confideration
home to his confcience, we fhould not
“have fuch reafon' to exclaim: againft the
venality of p——ts. ‘But we are all a
pack of venal and corrupted rafeals; fo
loft to all fenfe of honefty, and all ten-
dernefs of charater, that in a little time,
I'am fully perfuaded, nothing will be in-
famous but virtue and public-fpirit,
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G. H——, who is really an enthufiaft
in patriotifm, and reprefented the capital
in feveral fucceflive parliaments, declared
to me t’other day, with the tears in his
eyes, that he had lived above thirty years
in the city of London, and dealt in the
way of commerce with all the citizens of
note in their turns 3 but'that, as he thould
anfwer to God, he had never, in the
whole courfe of his life, found above
three or four whom he could call tho-
roughly honeft : a declaration, which was
rather mortifying than furprifing to me;
who have found fo few men of worth in
the courfe of my acquaintance, ' that they
ferve only as exceptions; which, in the
grammarian’s phrafe, confirm and prove
a general canon——1I know you will fay,
G. H—— faw imperfetly through the
mift of prejudice, and 1 am rankled
by the fpleen—Perhaps, you are partly
in the right; for I have perceived that
‘my opinion of mankind, like mercury. in
the thermometer, rifes and falls accord-
ing to the variations of the weather.

' Pray  fettle accompts ‘with Barnes;
take what money of mine is in his hands,
and give him acquittance, If you think
Davis has ftock or credit enough to do
juttice to the farm, give him a difcha}ge

(V)
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for the rent that is due: this will animate
his induftry ; for I know that nothing is
fo difcouraging to a farmer, as the
thoughts of being in arrears with his land-
lord.” He becomes difpirited, and ne-
gle&s his laboury and fo the farm goes
to wreck. Tabby has been clamouring
for fome days about the lamb’s {kin,
which -Williams, the hind, begged of
me, when he was'laft at Bath. Priythee
take it back, paying the fellow the full
value of it, that I may have fome peace
in my own houfe; and let him keep his
own counfel, if he means to keep his
place—O! T fhall never prefume to de-
ipife or cenfure any poor man, for fuf-
fering himfelf ‘to be henpeeked; con-
feious how I myfelf am obliged to truckle
to a domeftic demon; ‘even though
(blefled: be God),fhe is not yoked with
me for life, in the matrimonial waggon
—She has. quairelled with the fervants of
the houfe about' vails; and fuch intoler—
able feolding enfued on both fides, that
I bave-been. fain to appeafe the cook and:
chamber-maid by ftealth.: Can’t youfind
fome poor gentleman of Wales; to take
this precious commodity off the hands of

your’s,,
Bath, May 1q. M. BgamsLe.
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To Dr. Lewis.

DOCTER LEWS,

GIVE me leaf to tell you, methinks
you mought employ your talons better,
than to encourage fervants to pillage their
mafters— I find by Gwyllim; that Villiams
has got my fkin; for which he is an im-
potent rafcal. -~ He has not only got my
{kin, but, moreover, my butter-milk to
fatten his pigs; and, I fuppofe, the next
thing he gets, will be my pad to carry
his daughter to church and fair: Roger
gets this, and Roger gets that; but I'd
bave you to know, I won’t be rogered at
this rate by any ragmatical fellow in' the
kingdom—And I am furprifed, doter
' Lews, you would offer to put my affairs
in compofition with the refuge and fkim
of the hearth. I have toiled and moyled
to a good purpufs, for the advantage of
Matt’s family, if I can’t fafe as much owl
as will make me an under petticoat. As
for the butter-milk, ne’er a pig in the

parifk
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parith fhall thruft his fnout in it, with my
good-will. There’s a famous phyfician
at the Hot Well, that prefcribes it to his
patience, when the cafe is confumptive ;
and the Scots and Irith have begun to
drink it already, in fuch quantities, that
there is not a drop left for the hogs in the
whole neighbourhood of Briftol, = I'll
have our butter-milk barrelled up, and
fent twice a-week to Aberginny, where it
may be fold for a halfpenny the quart;
and fo Roger may carry his pigs to an-
other markct—1I hope, Docer, you will
not go to put any more fuch phims in my
“brother’s head, to the prejudice of my poc=
kat; but rather give me fome raifins
whieh hitherto you have not done) to
bfcribe myfelf

your humble fervant,

Bath, May 19, " Tas. BRAMBLE.
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To Sit Warkiy Paririps, of
Jefus college, Oxon.

DEAR PHILLIPS,

WITHOUT waiting for your anfwer
to my laft, [ proceed to give you an ac-
count of our journey to London, which
has not been wholly barren of adventure.
Tuefday laft, the ’fquire took his place
in a hired coach and four, accompanied
by his fifter and mine, and Mrs. Tabby’s
maid, Winiftid Jenkins, whofe province
it was to fupport Chowder on a cufhion
in her lap.” I'could fcarce refrain from
laughing, when 1 looked into the vehicle,
and faw that animal fitting oppofire to my
uncle, like any other paffenger. The
’fquire, athamed of his fituation, blufh~
ed to the eyes; and, calling to the pofti-
lions to drive on, pulled the glafs up in
my face. I, and his fervant John Tho<
mas, attended them on horfeback.

Nothing worth mentioning occurred,
till we arrived on the edge of Marlbo:

> rough -
4
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* rough Downs. There one of the fore
horfes fell, in going down hill at a round
trot:; and the pottilion behind, ens
deavouring to ftop the carriage, pulled it
on one fide into a deep rut, where it was
faitly overturned: I had rode on about
two hundred yards before; but, hear-
ing a loud feream, galloped back and
difmounted, to give what aﬁiﬁance was
in my power. When T looked into the
coach, I could fee nothing diftinétly, but
the nether end of Jenkins, who was kick-
ing her heels and fqualling with great
vociferation. All of a fudden, my un~
cle thruft up his bare pate, and bolted
through the window, as nimble asa graf-
hopper, having-made ufe of poor Win’s
pofteriors as a flep to rife in his afcent—
The man (who ‘had likewife quitted his
horfe) dragged this forlorn damfel, more
dead than alive, through the fame open-
ing.  Then Mr. Bramble, pulling the
door off its hinges with a jerk, laid hold
on Liddy’s arm, and brought her to the
light; very much frighted, but little
burt. It fell to my fhare to deliver our
aunt Tabitha, who had loft her cap in
the ftruggle; and being rather more than
half frantic, with rage and terror, was
no bad reprefentation of one of the fifter
7 Furies
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Furies that guard the gates of hell——
She exprefled no fort of concern for her
brother, who ran about in the cold, with-
out his periwig, and worked with the
moft aftonithing agility, in helping to dif-
entangle the horfes from the carriage:
but fhe cried, in a tone of diftraction,
¢ Chowder ! Chowder ! my dear Chow-
¢ der! my poor Chowder is certainly
¢ killed !”

This was not the cafe—Chowder, af-
ter having tore my uncle’s leg in the con-
fufion of the fall, had retreated under the
feat, and from thence the footman drew
him by the neck ; for which good office,
he bit his fingers to the bone. . The fel.
low, who is naturally furly, was fo pro-
voked at this affault, that he faluted his
ribs with a hearty kick, exclaiming,
¢ Damn the nafty fon of a bitch, andthem
“¢ he belongs to!”, A benediion, which
was by no means loft upon the impla-
cable virago his miftrefs— Her brother,
however, prevailed upon her, to retire
into a peafant’s houfe, near the fcene of
action, where his head and her’s were
covered, and poor Jenkins had a fit
Our next care was to apply fome fick-
ing plafter to the wound in his leg, which
exhibited the imprefion of Chowder’s

teeth ;
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teeth ; but he never opened his lips
againft the delinquent——Mrs. Tabby,
alarmed at this fcene, ¢ You fay nothing,
¢ Matt (cried fhe); but I know your
¢ mind—I know the fpite you have to
¢ that poor unfortunate animal! 1 know
€ you intend to take his life away!”
¢ You are miftaken, upon my honour!
¢¢ replied the ’fquire (with a farcaftic
¢ {mile), I thould be incapable of har-
¢ bouring any fuch cruel ‘defign againft
“¢¢ an objet {o amiable and inoffenfive ;
“<¢ even if he had not the happinefs to be
¢ your favourite.”

John Thomas was not fo delicate. The
fellow, whether really alarmed for his
life, or inftigated by the defire of re-
venge, came in, and bluntly demanded,
that the dog thould be put to death ; on
the fuppofition, that if ever he thould run
mad hereafter, he, who had been bit by
‘him, ‘would be infe€ted—M]y uncle calm-
ly argued upon the abfurdity of his opi-
nion, obferving, that he himfelf was in
the fame predicament, and would cer-
tainly take the precaution he- propofed,
if he was not fure he ran no rifque of in-
fe@ion. Neverthelefs, Thomas continu-
ed obftinate; and, at length declared,
that if the dog was not fhot immediatel})l",

e

UVA.BHS(



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 1€y
he himfelf would be his executioner—<_
This declaration opened ‘the flood-gates
of Tabby’s eloquence, which would have
thamed the firft-rate oratre’fsl‘of"B'rlling{-
gate.. The footman retorted' i the fame
ftyle ;- and the ‘fquire difmiffed him from
his fervice, after having ‘prevented me
from giving him a good horfe-whipping
for his infolence, Y,

The coach being adjufted, another dif-
ficulty occured—Mrs. Tabitha abfolutely
refufed'to' enter it again, unlefs anothe‘r
driver could be found to take the' place
of ‘the poftilion ; who, fhe affirmed, had
overturned the carriage from malice 4.
foréthought—After ‘niuch difpute, the
man refigned his place to a thabby count
try fellow,  who 'undertook to g0 as far as
Marlborough, whete they could bE et
ter’ provided ; and at that place we- ar-
tived about one o’clock, without farther
impediment. © Mrs. Bramble, however,
found new matter of offence ; which, in-
deed, fhe had'a particular genius for ex-.
tialting " at “will from almolt every incis
dent in lifé. * We had fearce entered the
t00m at Marlborough; where we ftayed
to' dine, when - fhe exhibited a formal
complaint ‘againft the poor fellow who
had "fupetfeded tlie poftilion,  She faid,
3 Vdi. 1 I he
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he was fuch a beggarly rafcal, that he had
ne’er a fhirt to his back; and had the
impudence to fhock her fight by fhew-
ing his bare pofteriors, for which aét of
indelicacy he deferved to be fet in the
ftocks. Mrs. Winifred Jenkins confirm-
ed the affertion, with refpect to his naked-
nefs, obferving, at the fame time, that he
had a fkin as fair as alabafter.
-« This is a heinous offence, indeed
s (cried my uncle), let us hear what the
« fellow has to fay in his own vindica-
¢ tion.” He was accordingly fummon-
ed, and made bis appearance, which was
equally queer and pathetic. He feemed
to be about twenty years of age, of a
middiing fize, with bandy legs, ftoop-
ing thoulders, high forehead, fandy locks,
pinking cyes, flat nofe, and long chin—
but _ his complexion was of a fickly yel-
low : his looks denoted famine ; and the
rags that he wore, could hardly conceal
what decency requires to be covered——
My uncle, having furveyed him atten-
tively, faid, with an ironical expreffion in
his countenance, * An’t you afhamed,
« fellow, to ride poftilion without a fhirt
“ 1o cover your backfide from the view
¢ of the ladies in the coach?” ¢ ¥es,
« ] am, an pleafe your noble honour
2 (0 (21’!-

-




HUMPHRY CLINKER. 171

¢ (anfwered the man) ; but neceffity has
no law, as the faying is——And more
¢ than that, it was an accident—My
¢ breeches cracked behind, after I had
got into the faddle—” “ You’re an
impudent varlet (cried Mrs. Tabby),
for prefuming to ride before perfons of
fathion without a fhirt—” "« | amp
“ fo, an pleafe your worthy ladythip
(faid he); but 'm a poor Wiltfhire lad.
% —1I ha’n’t a fhirt in the world, that I
“ can call my own, nor a rag of cloaths,
‘¢ an pleafe your ladythip, but what you
¢ fee—I have no friend, nor relation up-
‘¢ on earth to help me out—I have had
¢ the fever and ague thefe fix months,
‘¢ and fpent all I had in the world upon
¢ doctors, and to keep foul and body
together ; and, faving your ladyfhip’s
“ good prefence, I han’t broke bread
thefe four and twenty hours—»

Mrs. Bramble, turning from him, faid,
fhe had never feen fuch a filthy tatterde-
malion, and bid him begone; obfery.
ing, that he would fill the room full of
vermin—Her brother darted a fignificant
glance at her, as the retired with Liddy
into another apartment; and then afked
the man if he was known to any perfon -
in Martborough ?TWhen he anfivered,

2
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that the landlord of the inn had known
him, from his - infancy, mine hoft was
immediately called, and being interroga-
ted on the fubje&, declared that the
young fellow’s name was Humphry Clin-
ker. ‘That hethad been a love-begotten
‘babe, brought up fin the workhoufe, and
put out apprentice by the parith' to a
country black-fmith, who died before the
boy’s time was out : that he had for fome
time worked under his oftler,"as a helper
and extra, poftilion, till he was taken ill
of the ague, which difebled him from
getting his bread : that, having fold or
pawned every thing he bad in the world
for his cure and fubfiftence, he became
o miferable and fhabby, that he difgraced
the ftable, and was difmifled ; but that
he never heard any thing to the prejudice
of his charaer in other refpects. < So
« that the fellow being fick and defti-
« tute (faid my uncle) you:turned him
out to die in the ftreets,” ¢ I pay the
¢ poors’ rate (replicd the other), and I
¢ have no right to mainta‘n sidle va-
grants, either in ficknefs or health;
befides, fuch a miferable object would
have brought a difcredit upon my
- ¢ houfe—" - e
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! You perceive (fuid the *fquire, rarn-
ing to'me) our landlord is a Chriftian
of bowels—W ho fhall prefume to cen-
fure the morals -of the age, when the
very publicans exhibit fuch examples
of humanity *——Heark ye, Clinker,
you are a moft notorious offender———
You ftand convited of ficknefs, hun-
ger, wrerchednefs, and want—-Bur, as
it.does not belong to me to punith cti-
minals, [ will only take upon me the
tafk of giving you a word of advice—
Get-a fhirt with all convenient dif-
ipatch, -that: your nakednefs may not
henceforward give offence to travelling
gentlewomen, ' efpecially maidens in
years 7 | y i1 3

» So faying, he ‘put a guinea finto the
band of the ;poor fellow, who food far-
Angeat! bim in filence,”with: his mouth
widéopen, till the landlord ‘puthed him
out of the room. i i

1In the afternoon, as our aunt flept in~
to the coach, fhe obferved; with foms
marks of . fatisfaction, that the poftilion,
who rede next to her; was: not;a thablby
wreteh like the ragamuflin who had drove
them. into Marlborough. . Indeed, the
difference was very - confpicuous.: -this
was- a fmart fellow, (with a narrow brims
~133 g ¢ med
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med hat, with gold cording, a cut bob,
a decent blue jacker, leather breeches,
and a clean linen fhirr, puffed above the
waift-band:  When we arrived at. the
caftle on Spin-hill, where we lay, this
new poftilion was remarkably affiduous,
in bringing in the loofe parcels; and, at
length, difplayed the individual counte~
nance of Humphry Clinker, who: had
metamorphofed himfelf in this manner,
by relieving from pawn part of his own
cloaths, with the money he had received
from Mr. Bramble. :

Howfoever pleafed the reft of the com-
pany were with fuch a favourable change
in the appearance of this poor creature,
i foured on the ftomach of Mrs. Tabby,
who had not yet di%‘eﬁed the affront of
his naked fkin——She toffed her nofe in
difdain, faying, fhe fuppofed her brother
had taken him into favour, becaufe he
had infulted her with his obfcenity ; that
a fool and his money were foon parted ;
but that if Matt intended to take the fel-
low with him to London, fhe would not
go a foot farther that way——My uncle
faid nothing with his tongue, though his
Jooks were fufficiently expreffive; and
next morning Clinker did® not appear,
fo that we proceeded without farther al-

ter-
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tercation to Salt-hill, where we propofed
to dine— There the firft perfon that came
to the fide of the coach, and began to
adjuft the foot-board, was no other than
Humphry Clinker—When I handed out
Mis. Bramble, fhe eyed him with a fu-
rious look, and paffed into the houfe—-
My uncle was embarrafled, and atked him
peevifhly, what had brought him hither ?
The fellow faid, his honour had been fo
good to him, that he had not the heart to
part with him ; that he would follow him
to the world’s end, and ferve him all the
days of his life, without fee or reward—
Mr. Bramble did not know whether to
chide or laugh at this declaration, He
forefaw much contradi@ion on the fide'of
Tabby ; and, on the other hand, he could
not but be pleafed with the gratitude of
Clinker, as well as with the fimplicity of
his charaéer—¢¢ Suppofe I was inclined
¢ to take you into my fervice (faid he)
¢¢ what are your qualifications? what are
“ you good for?” ¢ An pleafe your
¢ honour (anfwered this original), I can
¢ read and write, and do the bufine(s of
¢ the ftable indifferent well—I can drefs
¢ 3 horfe and fhoe him, and bleed and
< rowel him: and, as for the pratice of
¢ fow-gelding, I won’t turn my back on
I4 ¢ c'er
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< gler.a e, in the countyof Wilts——
¢ Then 1 can, make ‘hog’s-puddings and
¢¢ hob-nails, mend kettles, and:tin fauce-
¢ pans—" Here uncle burft out a laugh.-.
ing; 1 and enquired what other accom-
plithments he was mafter of—¢ I knpow
< fomething: of fingle-ftick, and:, pfalnios
sy ((procecded:Clinker), X .can. play, up-
<<.qu,, the - Jew’s-harp, Aing . Black=eyed
«ySufan, . Arthur-o’Bradley,;  and divers
«<otherfongs; I can dance a Welfh jig,
¢ and Nancy Dawfon ;. wreftle a fall with
¢ any_ lad of my: inches, whep iy, in
¢ hearg ;. and, under correétion, 1 I .can
¢¢ find a hare, wheo your honour wants a
<€ bit of game.” ' ¢ Foregad!.;thou art
¢ a complete  fellow . (cried  my. uncle,
< il laughing), I have a good mind to
¢ take thee into my family——Pr’ythee,
¢ goand try if thou canjf make peace
¢ with my fifter—Thou ha’lt. given her
¢ ‘much offence by fhewing her thy naked
st ,
Clinker accordingly followed us into
the room, cap in hand, where, addreff-
ing himfelf to Mrs, Tabitha, ¢ May, it
¢ pleafe your ladyfhip’s, worthip. (cried
¢ be) to pardon and forgive my offences,
¢ and, with God’s affiftance, I fhall take
¢¢ care that my. tail fhall :never rife up: in
judge
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¢ judgment: againft ‘me to offend" your
“¢ ladyfhip again——Do, pray, good,
¢ [weet, beautiful lady, take compaffion
+“¢ on a: poor fioner—God 'blefs your' no-
¢ ble countenance; I am fure you'ate
“ too handfome and  generous to bear
¢ malice—I will ferve you on'my bend-
“ed knees, by night and by day, by
“land and by water; “and all for the
¢¢ love and pleafure of ferving fuch an ex-
¢ cellent lady —”

This compliment ‘and humiliation had
fome effect upon Tabby ; but the made
noreply; and Clinker, taking filence for
confent, ‘gave his attendance at dinner.
The fellow’s natural aukwardnefs, and
the flutter of his fpirits, were producive
of repeated blunders in the courfe of his
attendance—At length, he fpilt part of a
cuftard upon her right fhoulder; and,
ftarting back, trod upon Chowder, who
fet up a difmal howl—Poor Humphry
was fo difconcerted at this double mif-
take, that he dropt the china-dith, which
broke into a thoufand pieces; then fall-
ing down upon his knees, remained in
that pofture gaping, with a moft ludi-
crous afpect of-diftrefs— Mrs. Bramble
flew to the dog, and, fhatching him in
her arms, prefented him to her brother,

Is fay-
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faying, *¢ This is all a concerted fcheme
< againft this unfortunate animal, whof¢
< only crime is its regard for me—Here
¢ itis: kill it at once; and then you'll

- %€ be fatisfied.”
Clinker hearing thefe words, and tak-
ing them in the literal acceptation, got
up in fome hurry, and, feizing a knife
from the fide-board, cried, ¢ Not here,
¢ an pleafe your ladyfhip—It will daub
¢« the room—Give him to me, and I’ll
¢ carry him in the ditch by the road-
¢ fide—” To this propofal he received
no other anfwer, than a hearty box on the
ear, that made him ftagger to the other
fide of the room. ¢ What! (faid fhe to
¢ her brother) am I to be affronted by
¢ every mangy hound that you pick up
¢ in the highway? I infit upon your
¢¢ fending this rafcallion about his bufi-
< pefs immediately——"_ ¢ For God’s
¢ fake, fifter, compole yourfelf (faid my
« uncle), and confider, that the poor fel-
«¢ low is innocent of any intention to give
¢ you offence—"" ¢ Innocent as the babe
% unborn”—(cried Humphry.) . ¢ 1 fec
¢ it plainly (exclaimed this implacable
« maiden), he adts by your diretion ; and
¢ you are refolved to fupport him in his
¢ smpudence—This is a bad return folli

LI
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< all the fervices I have done yous for
¢ nurfing you in your ficknefs, manag=~
¢ing your family, and keeping you
¢ from ruining yourfelf by your own im-
¢ prudence — But now you fhall part
¢ with that rafcal or me, upon the fpot,
¢ without farther lofs of time; and the
¢ world fhall fee whether you have more
“ regard for your own fleth and blood,
““or for a beggarly foundling, taken
¢ from the dunghill.—”

Mr. Bramble’s eves ‘began to gliften,
and his teeth to chatter. < If ftated
“ fairly (faid he, raifing his voice), the
¢ queftion is, whether I have fpirit to
¢ fhake of an intolerable yoke, by one
« effort  of refolution, or meannefs
¢ enough to do an aét of cruelty and
< injuflice, to gratify the rancour of a
¢ capricious woman—Heark ye, Mrs.
¢ Tabitha Bramble, I will now propefe
¢ an alternative in my turn—Either dif-
¢ card your four-footed favourite, or
“ give me leave to bid you eternally
¢ adieu—For 1 am determined that he
“and I fhall live ne longer under the
“ fame roof; and new fo dinner with
“gphat appetite you may—" Thunder-
ftruck at this declaration, fhe fat down in
a corner; and, after a paufe of fome

16 minutes,
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wminutes; ¢ Sure I don’t underftandiyou,
w=% Matt!” (faid fhe,) ¢ And yet I {poke
w¢in- plain’ Englith—" anfwered the
-*fquire, with a peremptory look. . ¢ Sir,
74 (refumed this virago, effectually hum.
. ¢“Dbled) it is your:prerogative to com-
o mand; and my duty to obey. I can’t
2% d1fpofe of the dog in this place; but
<« if ‘'yow’ll allow him to go in the coach
“<to London, I give you my word he
¢¢ {hall never trouble you again—"

Her brother, entirely difarmed by s
mxld reply,  declared, the could afk
<bim nothing in reafon that he would re-
fufe; adding, ¢ I hope, fifter, you have
=%t pever found me deficient in natural
¢ affetion.” Mrs. Tabitha immediate-
{1y rofe, and, throwing her arms about
chis neck, kifled him on the cheek:  he
returned her embrace with, great emotion.
JLiddy fobbed, Win Jenkins cackled,
Chowder capered, and Clinker fkipped
-about, rubbing his hands for joy of this
reconciliation.

Concord being lhus reftored, we fi-
m{hed our meal with comfort ; and in the
evenmg arrived at London, without hav-
ing met with -any other adventure. - My
aunt feems to be much mended by the
hint fhe received from her brother, ihe

as
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has been gracioufly pleafed to remove her
difpleafure from Clinker, who. is now re-
tained as-a foorman’; ‘and in a day or two
will make his appearance in a new fuit of
livery 5 but as he is little acquainted with
London, we have taken an occafional
valet, whom I"intend hereafter to hire as
my own fervant. We lodge in Golden-
{quare, at the houfe of one Mrs. Norton, -
a decent fort of a woman, who takes
great pains to make us all eafy. My un-
cle propofes to make a- circuit of .all the
remarkable fcenes of this metropolis, . for
the entertainment of his pupils;  but as
both you and I are:already acquainted
with moft of thofe he will vifit, and with
fome others he little dreams of, I fhall
only communicate what will be in fome
meafure new to your obfervation. Re-
member me to our Jefuitical friends, and
believe me ever,

Dear knight,
: yours affe@ionately,

London, May 24, . J. MeriorDg
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To Dr. Lewis.

DEAR DOCTOR,

LONDON is literally new to me; new
in its ftreets, houfes, and even in its fitu-
ation; as the Irifhman faid, ¢ London is
¢« now gone out of town.” What I left
open fields, producing hay and corn, I
now find covered with ftreets, and {quares,
and palaces, and churches. Iam credi-
bly informed, that in the fpace of feven
years, eleven thoufand new houfes have
been built in one quarter of Weftminfler,
exclufive of what is daily added to other
parts of this unweildy metropolis. Pim-
lico and Knightfbridge are now almoft
joined to Chelfea and Kenfington ; and if
this infatuation continues for half a cen-
tury, I fuppofe the whole county of Mid-
dlefex will be covered with brick.

It muft be allowed, indeed, for the
credit of the prefent age, that London
and Weftminfier are much better paved
and lighted than they were formrfl{{h)'.

e
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The new fireets are fpacious, regular,
and airy; and the houfes generally con-
venient.  The bridge at Black-friars is a
noble monument of tafte and public fpi~
rit—I wonder how they ftumbled upon
a work of fuch magnificence and utility.
But, notwithftanding thefe improvements,
the capital is become an overgrown mon-
fter; which, like a dropfical head, will
in time leave the body and extremities
without nourithment and fupport, The
abfurdity will appear in its full force,
when we confider, that one fixth part of
the natives of this whole extenfive king-
dom, is crowded within the bills of mor-
tality, What wonder that our villages
are depopulated, and our farms in want
of day-labourers? ‘1'he abolition of fmall
farms is but one caufe of the decreafe of
population. Indeed, the incredible in-
creafe of horfes and black cattle, to an-
fwer the purpofes of luxury, requires a
prodigious quantity of hay and grafs,
which are raifed and managed without
much labour; but a number of hands
will always be wanted for the differenc
branches of agriculture, whether the
farms be large or fmall. The tide of
luxury has fwept all the inhabitants from
the open country—The pooreft ’fquire,

as




184, /Tu EXPEDITION o

as well as the richeft peer muft have his
-houfe in town, and make a figure with an
sextraordinary number of domeftics, - The
-plough:boys, cow-herds, and lower hinds,
care debauched and feduced' by the ap-
.pearance and difcourfe of thofe coxcombs
in livery, when they make their fummer
excurfions. . They defert their dirt and
drudgery, and fwarm up to London, in
hopes of getting into fervice, where they
can live luxurioufly and wear fine cloaths,
without being obliged to work ; for idle-
.nefs is natural to man——Great numbers
-of ‘thefe being difappointed in  their ex-
-pectation, become thieves and fharpers;
and London being an immenfe wilder-
:nefs, in which there is neither watch nor
ward of any fignification, nor any order
or police, affords them lurking-places as
well as prey.

There are many caufes that contribute
to the daily increafe of this enormous
.mafs; but they may be all refolved into
sthe grand fource of luxury and corrup-
stion—About five and twenty years ago,
-very few, even of the moft opulent ci-
tizens of London, kept any equipage, or
even any fervants in- livery. Their ta-
bles produced nothing but plain boiled
and roafted, with a bottle of port and a
ok 7l tankard
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tankard of ‘beert; - At prefent, every trader
in any degree of credit, .every broker
and attorney, maintains a couple of foot-
men; a coachman; and poftilion: - He has
his town-houfe, and his country-houfe;
his coach,-and his poft-chaife. - His wife
and daughters_appear in the richeft ftuffs,
befpangled -with diamonds.  They fies
quent: the court, the opera, the theatre,
and the mafquerade. They hold aflem-
blies at. their own houfes :  they make
ﬂJmptupus entertainments, and treat with
the richeft wines of Bourdeaux, Burgun:
dy, iand ‘Champagne. ; The fubftantial
tradefman,, who wont to pafs his evenihgs
at the/alehoufe for four pence; half penny,
now fpends:three fhillings: at - the tavern;
while his wife keeps.card-tables at 'honie ;
fhe muft likewife have fine cloaths, her
chaife, or' pad, with country lodgings,
and; go three times a-week topublic di-
verfions,  Every clerk, apprentice, and
even ‘waiter of tavern or coffee-houfe,
maintains a gelding by himfelf, or in
parttnerfhip, and aflumes the.air and ap-
parel of a petit maitre——The gayelt
places of-public entertainment are filled
with- fafhionable, figures ; = whichs . upon
inquiry will be found to: be: Jjourneymen
oat Loy
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like coflce-houfe boxes, covered a-top 3
in another, a parcel of ale-houfe benches ;
in a third, a puppet-thew reprefentation
of atin cafcade; ina fourth, a gloomy
cave of acircular form, like a fepulchral
vaule half lighted; in a fifth, a fcanty
flip of grals-plat, that would not ' afford
pafture fuflicient for an. afs’s colt. -The
walks, 'which nature feems to have in-
tended for folitude, “ fhade, and filence, .
are filled with crowds of noify people,
fucking up the no@urnal rheums of an
aghifh climate;. and through thefe ‘gay
dcenes’ a; few lamps glimmer like' fo |
many farthing candles.
o When I fee a'number of well-drefled
Réople, cof both fexes, fitting'on the co-
vered benches, expofed to the eyes of the
mob 3 ..and, which is worfe,| to. the cold,
yaw, nightair, devouring fliced beef, and
fwilling port, ~and. punch, and cyder, I
ican’t help compaffionating their temeri-
ty, while I defpife their want of tafte and
decorum ;. but when they courfe along
thofe damp and, gloomy walks, or crowd
together upon the wet gravel, without
any other ‘cover than. the cope of ‘Hea-
.ven, liftening to a fong, which one half
of them cannot poflibly hear, how can I
shelp fuppofing they are: actually ppﬁv’eﬁid
by

2344
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by a fpirit, more abfurd and pernicious
than any thing we: meet with-in the pre-
cinéts of Bedlam ?  In all'probability, the
proprietors of this, and other public gar-
dens’of inferior note, inithe fkirts of the
metropolis, are, in fomefhape, conneét-
ed with the faculty of >phyfic, andthe
company of undertakers ;- for, confider-
ing that cagernefs in the purfuit of what
is called pleafure, which now predonti-
nates through every rank and denomina-
tion of ' life, I am perfuaded, thdt more
gouts, rheumatifms, catarrhs, and con<
fumptions are caught in thefe nofturnal
paftimes, ' fub dio, than from all the
rifques and accidents to which a life of
toil and danger is expofed.

Thefe; and other obfervations, which I
have made in'this éxcurfion, will thorten
my ftayfat London; and fend me back
with a double relith to ‘my folitude and
mountains ;  but I fhall'return by a diffe-
rent route than that which brought me to
town, «I havefeen fome old fnends, who
conftantly refided inlthis:¥irtuous imetro-
polis, but they. arclfo' changed in man-
ners and-difpofition, :thdt we hardly know
or care for one another—In our journcy
from Bath, my fiter Tabby provoked me
mto '\tranfpoxt of pa[ﬁon 5 during'w hlcllg

slike
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like a2 man who has drank himfelf pot:
valiant, I talked to her in fuch a ftyle of
authority and refolution, as produced a
moft blefled effet. She and her dog
have been remarkably quiet and orderly,
ever fince this expoftulation. How long
this agreeable calm will laft, Heaven
above knows—I flatter myfelf, the exer-
cife of travelling has been of fervice to
my health; ‘a circumftance, which en-
courages me to proceed in my projected
expedition to the North. But 1 muft,
in the mean time, for the benefit and
. amufement of my pupils, explore the
depths of this chaos; this mifhapen and
monftrous capital, without head or tail,
members or proportion.

Thomas was {‘:’ infolent to my fifter on
the road that I was obliged to turn him
off abruptly, betwixt Chippenham and
Marlborough, where our coach was over-
turned. The fellow was always fullen
and felfith; but, if he thould return to
the country, you may give him a cha-
racter for honefty and fobriety; and pro-
vided he behaves with proper refpect to
the family, let him have a couple of
guineas in the name of

yours always,
London, May 2q. MatT. BRamerE:
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To Mifs Lwziria WiLwLss, at Gloucefter.

MY DEAR LETTY,

INEXPRESSIBLE was the pleafure
I received from your’s the 25th, which
was'laft night put into my hands by Mrs.
Brentwood, -the miiliner, from Gloucefter
~——I rejoice to hear thar my worthy go-
vernefs is in good health, and -ftill more,
that fhe no longer retains any difpleafure
towards her poor Liddy. 1 am forry you
have loft the fociety of the ugreeable mifs
Vaughan; bur, I hope, you won’t have
caufe much longer to regret the depar-
ture of your fchool-companions, as I
make no doubt but your parents will,
in a little time, bring you into the world,
where you are fo well qualified to make a
diftinguifbed figure, When that is the
cafe, I flatter myfelf you and I fhall meet
again, and be happy together; and even
improve the friendthip which we contra&-
ed in our tender years——This at leaft I
can promife==]It fhall not be for the wanz

o

UVVA.BHSC



192 Tug EXPEDITION oF’

of ‘my utmoft endeavours if our inti-
macy does not continue for life.

About five days ago we arrived in Lon-
don, after an cafly journey from Bath;
‘during which, however we were over-
furned, and met ‘with’ fome other little
incidents, which had like to have occa-
fioned a mifunderftanding betwixt my un-
cle and aunt; butnow, thank God, they
-are happily reconciled ;' we live in har-
mony together, and every day make par-
ties tofee the wonders of this-vaft metro-
polis, which, however, I cannot pretend
to deferibe ; for 1 have ‘not as - yet feen
one hundredth part of its curiofities, and
I am quite in a maze of admiration,

The cities of London and Weltminfter
are’ fpread out to an incrediblé extent,
‘Fhe ftreers; fquares, ‘rows, lanes, and
alleys, - areinnumerable. « Palaces, pub-
Jic buildings, and-churches, rife in every
Auarter ;- and,-among thefe lafh, St. Paul’s
appears with the moft aflonithing  pre-
eminence: They fay:it is not fo large as
St. Peter’s at-Rome; but, ffor my own
part, lican have no'idea of sany earthly
temple moye grand and magnificents

But even thefe fuperbiobjeéts are not
{0’ ftriking: as-the crowds of peopleithat
Awasm in the ftreets. | Lat firft imagined,
P that

I
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that fome great affembly was juft difmif~
ed, and wanted to fland afide til] the
multicude thould pafs; but this human
tide continues to flow, without interrup-
tion or abatement, from morn til] night,
Then there is is fuch an infinity of gay
equipages, coaches, chariots, chaifes, and
other carriages, continually rolling and
thifting before your eyes, that one’s head
grows giddy looking at them; and the
imagination is quite confounded with
fplendour and variety. Nor is the prof=
pect by water lefs grand and aftonithing
than that by landj you fee three ftu-
pendous bridges, joining the oppofite
banks of a broad, deep, " and rapid
river; fovaft, fo ftately, fo elegant, that
they feem to be the work of the giants :
betwixt them, the whole furface of the
Thames is covered with finall veffels,
barges, boars, and wherries, paffing to
and fro; and below the three bridges,
fuch a prodigious foret of mafts, for
miles together, that you would think all
the fhips in the univerfe were here affemb.
led. All that you read of wealth and
grandeur, in the Arabian Night’s Enter-
fainment, and the Perfian Tales, concern-
ing Bagdad, Diarbekir, Damafcus, Ifpa-
han, and Samarkand, is here realized.

Vou. I, K= Ra-
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Ranelagh looks like the enchanted pa-
lace of a genie, adorned with the moft
exquifite performances of painting, carv-
ing, and gilding, enlightened with a
thoufand golden lamps, that emulate the
noon-day fin; crowded with the great,
the rich, the gay, the happy, and the
fair; glittering with cloth of gold and
filver, lace, embroidery, and precious
ftones. While thefe exulting fons and
daughters of felicity tread this round of
pleafure, or regale in different parties,
and feparate lodges, with fine imperial
tea and other delicious refrethments, their
ears are entertained with the moft ravifh-
ing delights of mufic, both inftrumen-
tal and vocal, There 1 heard the fa-
mous Tenducci, a thing from Italy—It
looks for all the world like a man, though
they fay it is not.  The voice, to be fure,
is neither man’s nor woman’s ; but it is
more melodious than either; and it war-
bled fo divinely, that, while I liftened, I
really thought myfelf in paradife.

At nine o’clock, in a charming moon~
light evening, we embarked at Ranclagh
for Vauxhall, in a wherry, fo light and
flender, that we looked like fo many
fairies {ailing in a nut-fheil. My uncle,
being apprehenfive of catching cold upzn

the
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the water, went round in the coach, and
my aunt would have accompanied him,
but he would not fuffer me to g0 by wa-
ter if fhe went by land ; and therefore fhe
favoured us with her company, as fhe
perceived I had a curiofity to- make this
agrecable voyage——After all, the Veflel
was fufficiently loaded ; for, befides the
waterman, thete was my brother Jery,
and a friend of his, one Mr, Barton, ‘a
country gentleman of a good fortune,
who had dined at our houfe—The plea-
fure of this little excurfion was, how-
ever, damped, by my being fadly fright-
ed- at our landing ; where there was a
terrible confufion of wherries, and a
crowd of people bawling, and fiwearing,
and quarrelling; nay, a_ parcel of ugly-
looking fellows came running into the
water, and laid hold on our boat with
great violence, to pull it a-thore; nor
would they quit their hold till my bro-
‘ther firuck one of them over the head
with his cane.  But this flutter was fully
recompenfed by the pleafures of Vaux.
hall; which I no fooner entered than I
was dazzled and confounded with the va-
riety of beauties that ruthed all ar once
upon my eye. Image to yourfelf, my
dear Letty, ‘a fpacious garden, part laid

K 2 3 out
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out in delightful walks. bounded with
high hedges and trees, and paved with
gravel ; part exhibiting a wonderful af-
femblage of the moft picturefque and
firiking objeéts, pavilions, lodges, groves,
grottos, lawns, temples, and calcades;
\portjcoes, colonades, and rotundos; a-
.dorned with pillars, ftatues, and paint-
ing; .the whole illuminated with an infi-
‘nate number of lamps, difpofed in diffe-
rent figures of funs, ftars, and conftella-
tions ; «the place crowded with the gayeft
company, ranging through thofe blifs-
ful thades, or fupping in different lodges
“on cold collations, enlivened with mirth,
freedom, and good-bumour, and animat-
ed. by an exccllent band of mufic. A-
mong the vocal performers, 1 had the
‘happinefs to hear the celebrated Mrs.
——, whofe voice was fo loud and fo
fhrill, that it made my head ake through
excefs of pleafure.

In about half an hour after we arriv-
ed we were joined by my uncle, who
did not feem to relifh the place. Peo-
“ple of experience and infirmity, my dear
Letty, fee with very different eyes fiom
‘thofe that fuch as you and I make vfe
of —Our e\'eningfs entertainment was in-
terrupted by an unlucky accident. In

: one
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one of the remoteft walks we were fur-
prifed with a-fudden fhower, that fet the
whole company a-running, and drove us
in heaps, one upon another into the ro-
tunda; where my uncle, finding himfeif
wet, began to be very peevith and ur-
gent to be gone. My brother went to-
look for the coach, and found it with
much difficulty ; but as it could not hold
us all,- Mr. Barton ftayed behind, It was
fome time before the carriage could be
brought up to the gate, in the confu-
fion, notwithftanding the utmoft endea-
vours of our new footman, Humphry
Clinker, ‘who loft his fcratch periwig,
and got a broken head in the fcuffie.
The moment we were feated, my aunt
pulled off my uncle’s thoes, and carefully
wrapped his poor feet in her capuchin ;
then fhe gave him a mouthful of cor-
dial, ' which fhe always keeps in her
pocket, and his cloaths were fhifred as
foon as we arrived at our lodgings;  fo
that, blefled be God, he efcaped a fevere
cold, of which he was in great terror.

As for Mr. Barton, I mut tell you in
confidence, he was a little particular 3
but, perhaps, I miftake his complaifance ;
and 1 with [ may, for his fake—You know
the condition of my-poor heart; which,

3 ] in
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in {pite of hard ufage—And yet I ought
" not to complain: nor will I, till farther
information.

Befides Ranelagh and Vauxhall, I have
been at Mrs, Cornelys’ aflembly, which,
for the rooms, the company, the drefles,
and decorations, furpafles all defcription 3
but as 1 have no great turn for card-play-
ing, I have not yet entered thoroughly
into the fpirit of the place: indeed I am
ftill fuch a country hoyden, that I could
hardly find patience to be put in a con-
dition to appear, yet T was not above fix
hours under the hands of the hair-drefler,
who fiuffed my head with as much black
wool as would have made a quilted a pet-
ticoat; and, after all, it was the fmalleft
head in the affembly, except my aunt’s—
She, to be fure, was fo particular. with
her rumpt gown and petticoat, her fcan-
ty curls, her lappet-head, deep triple
ruffles, and high ftays, that every body
looked at her with furprize: fome whif-
pered, and fome tittered : and lady Grif-
kin, by whom we were introduced, flatly
told her, the was twenty good years be-
hind the fathion.

Lady Grifkin is a perfon of fathion, to
whom we have the honour to be related.
She keeps a fmall rout at her own houfe,

9 never
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never exceeding ten or'a dozen card-ta-
bles, but thefe are freqented by the
beft company in town—She has been fo
obliging as to" introduce my aunt and me
to fome of her particular friends of qua-
lity, who treat us with the moft familiar
ood-humour: we have once dined with
her, and fhe takes the trouble to direct
us in all our motions. T am fo happy as
to have gained her good-will to fuch a
degree, that fhe fometimes adjufts my
cap with ‘her own hands; and fhe has
given me a kind invitation to_ftay with
her all the winter. This, however, has
been cruelly declined by my uncle, who
feems to be (I know not how) prejudiced
againft the good lady ; for, whenever my
aunt happens to fpeak in her commenda-
tion, 1 obferve that he makes wry faces,
though he fays nothing.——Perhaps, in-
deed thefe grimaces may be the effeét of
pain arifing from the gout and rheuma-
tifm, with which he is fadly dittréfed—
_To me, however, he is always good na-
tured and generous,” even beyond” my
with. . Since we came hither, he has made
me a prefent of a fuit of cloaths, with
trimmings and laces, which coft more
money than I fhall mention; and Jery,
at his defire, has given me my mother’s
K 4 diamond
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diamond drops, which are ordered to be
fet a-new; fo that it won’t be his fault if
I do nat glitter among the ftars of the
fourth or fifth magnitude. 1 with my"
weak head may not grow giddy in the
midft of all this gallantry and diffipation !
though, as yet, I can fafely declare, I
could gladly give up all thefe tumultu-
ous pleafures, for country folitude, and a
happy retreat with thofe we Jove; among
whom, my dear Willis will always pof-
fefs the firft place in the breaft of her

ever affeCtionate

London, May 31. Lypia MELForD,
A ISR e R R

To Sir Watxin PriLrires, of
Jefus college, Oxon.

DEAR PHILLIPS,

I SEND you this letter, franked by our
our old fried Barton; who is as much al-
tered as it was poffible for a man of his
kidney to be—Inftcad of the carclefs . in-

dolent
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dolent floven we knew at Oxford, I found
him a bufy talkative Politician; a petit- -
maitre in his drefs, and a ceremonious
courtier in his manners.: He has not gall
enough in his conflitution to be enflamed
with the rancour of party, fo as to deal
in fcurrilous inve@ives; but, fince he
obtained a place, he is become a warn1
partizan of the miniftry, and fees every
thing through fuch an exaggerating me-
dium, as to me, who am happily of no
party, is altogether incomprehenfible—
Without all doubt, the fumes of faction
not only difturb the faculty of reafon, but
alfo pervert the organs of fenfe; and I
would lay a hundred guineas to ten, that
if Barton on one fide, and the moft con-
feientious patriot in the oppofition on the
other, were to draw, upon hanour, the
pi¢ure of the k— or m , you and
Y, who are ftill uninfeéted, and unbiafled,
would find both painters equally diftant
from the truth. One thing, however,
muft be allowed for the honour of Bar-
ton, he never breaks out into illiberal
abufe, far lefs endeavours, by infamous:
calumnies, to blaft the moral character of
any individual on the other fide.
Ever fince we came hither, he has been
remarkably affiduous in his attention to
Kz our
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our family ; an attention, which, in a man
of his indolence and avocations, I thould
have thought altogether odd, and even
unnatural, had not I perceived that my
fiter Liddy has made fome impreflion
upon his heart. I can’t fay that I have
any objection to his trying his fortune in
this purfuit : if an opulent eflate and a
great flock of good-nature are fufficient
qualifications in a hufband, to render the
marriage-ftate happy for life, the may be
happy with Barton ; but, limagine, there
is fomething elfe required to engage and
fecure the affection of a woman of fenfe
and delicacy ;  fomething which: nature
has denied our friend—Liddy feems to be
of the fame opinion. When he addrefles
himfelf to her in difcourfe, fhe feems to
liften with relu&ance, and induftrioufly
ayoids all particular communication; but
in proportion to her coynefs, our aunt is
coming. Mrs. Tabitha goes more than
half way to meet his advances; the mif-
takes, or affets to miftake, the meaning
- of his courtefy, which-is rather formal
and fulfome; ~fhe returns his compli«
raents with hyperbolical interelt, fhe per=
fecutes him wich her eivilities at table,
fhe appeals to him for ever in converfa-
tion, the fighs, and flists, and ogles,

and,
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and by her hideous affectation and imper-
tinence, drives the poor courtier to the
very extremity of his complaifance : in
thort, fhe feems to have undertaken the
fiege of Barton’s heart, and carries on her
approaches in fuch a defperate ‘manner,
that 1 don’t know whether he will not be
obliged to capitulate. In the mean time,
his averfion to this inamorata fruggling
with his acquired affability, and his na-
tural fear of giving offence, throws him
into a kind of diftrefs which is extreme=~
1y ridiculous.
. Two days ago, he perfuaded my un~
cle and me to accompany him to St
James’s, where he undertook to make us
acquainted with' the perfons of all the
great men'in the kingdom : and, indeed,
there was a great affemblage of diftin<
guifhed characters, for it was a high fef-
tival at court.  Our condu&or performed
his promife with great punctuality. He
Eointed out almoft every individual of
oth fexes, and generally introduced
them to our notice, with a flourith of pa-
nygyrick——Secing the king approach,
¢¢ There comes (faid he) the moft ami-
“ able fovereign that ever fwayed the
“ fceptre of England; the delicie hu-
 mani generis; Auguftus, in patronizing
3 K6  me-
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¢ merit; Titus Vefpafian, in generofity 3
¢¢ Trajan, in beneficence ; and Marcus
¢ Aurclivs, in philofopby.” ¢ A very
< honeft kind-hearted Gentleman (added
¢ my uncle); he’s too  good for the
< times. A king of England fhould have
< a fpice of the devil in his compofition.”
Barton, then turning to the duke of C—,
proceeded,—¢¢ You know the duke ; that
¢ jlluftrious hero, who trod rebellion un-
< der his feet, and fecured us in poflef-
< fion of every thing we ought to hold
¢ dear, as Englifhmen and Chriftians.
¢ Mark what an eye, how penetrating,
¢ yet pacific! what dignity in his mein:!
“ what humanity in his afpeét—~—Even
¢« malice muft own, that he is one of the
< greateft officers in Chriftendom.” <1
<¢ think he be ((aid Mr. Bramble) ; but
¢ who are thefe young gentlemen that
<« fiand befide him ?” ¢ Thofe! (cried
< our friend) thofe are his royal nephews;
#¢ the princes of the blood. ~Sweet young
¢ princes! the facred pledges of the
<« pProteftant line; fo fpirited, fo fenfi-
¢ ble, fo princely—" " ¢ Yes; very fen-
s fible! very fpirited ! (faid my uncle,
£ interrupting him) but fee the queen!
¢ ha, there’s the queen !——There’s the
¢« queen! let me fee—Let me fee——

: ¢ Where
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Where are my glaffes? ha! there’s
meaning in that eye . There’s fenti-
ment  There’s expreffion. Well, Mr.
Barton, what figuie do you call next ?”

The next perfon he pointed out, was the
favourite yearl; who ftood folitary by one-
of the windows—¢ Behold yon northern

13
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ftar (faid he), fhorn of his beams——2"
What! the Caledonian luminary, that
lately blazed fo bright in our hemif-
phere ! methinks, at prefent, it glim-
mers through a fog; like Saturn with-
out his ring, Dbleak, and dim, and
diftant——Ha, there’s the other great
phznomenon, the grand penfionary,
that weather-cock of patriotifm that
veers about in every point of the poli-
tical compafs, and fiill feels the wind
of popularity in his tail. He too, like
a portentous. comet, has rifen again a-
bove the court-horizon ; but how long
he will continue to afcend, it is not
eafy to foretel, confidering his great
eccentricity—Who are thofe two fatel-
lites that attend his motions ®” When

Barton told him their names, ¢ To their

€
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chara&ers (faid Mr. Bramble) I am no
ftranger. One of them,, without adrop,
of red blood in his veins, has a cold
intoxicating vapour in his head; and

A ¢ rancour
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& rancour enough in his heart to inocu-
& late and affe@t a whole nation. The
other is (I hear) intended for a fhare in
& the ad——n, and the penfionary
« youches for his being duly qualified—
The only inftance I ever heard of his
« fagacity, was his deferting his former
< patron, when he found him declining
« in power, and in difgrace with the
« people:  Without principle, talent, or
¢ intelligence, he is ungracious as a
« hog, greedy as a vulture, and thievily
« a5 2 jackdaw; but, it muft be owned,
e he is no hypocrite. He pretends to no
& yirtue, and takes no pains to difguife
< his charaéter His miniftry will be at<
i tended with one advantage, no man
« will be difappointed by his breach of
& promife, as no mortal ever trufted to
“ his word. 1 wonder how lord ——
< fieft difcovered this happy genius, and
s for what purpofe lord —— has now
¢« adopted him: but one would think,
& that as amber has a power to attralt
< dirt, and fraws, and chaff, a minifter
< is endued with the fame kind of facul-
é ty, to lick up every knave and blockbead
« iy his way—> His eloginm was inter=
rupted by the arrival of the old duke of
N—— ; who, fqueezing into the circle
/ 2 with
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with a bufy face of importance, thruft
his head into evety countenance, as if he
had been in fearch of fomebody, to whom
he wanted to impart fomething of great
confequence My uncle, who had been
formerly known to him, bowed as he
pafled ; and the duke, feeing himfelf fa=
luted fo refpeétfully by a well-dreffed
perfon, .was not flow in returning the
courtefy—He even came up, and, tak-
ing him cordially by the hand, « M
s¢ dear friend, Mr. A—— (faid he), ITam
# rejoiced to fee you—How long have
¥ you been come from abroad? How
did you leave our good friends, the
“ Dutch? The king of Pruffia don’
¢ think of another war, ah?——He’s a
great king | a great conqueror ! a very
4 great conqueror! Your Alexanders
“ and Hannibals were nothing at all to
¢ him, fir Corporals | drummers !
¢ drofs| mere trath——Damned trath,
heh ?—” His grace being by this time
out of breath, my uncle took the oppor-
tunity to tell him he had not been out
of England, that his name was Bram-
ble, and that he had the honour to fit
in the laft parliament but one of the late
king, as reprefentative for the borough
of Dymkymraig. « Odfo! (cried the

: £ duke)
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duke) I remember you perfely well,
my dear Mr. Bramble——You wasal-
& always a good and loyal fubje@t——a
¢ ftaunch friend to adminiftration——1I
« made your brother an Irith bifhop—"
¢ Pardon me, my lord (faid the *{quire)
< | once had a brother, but he wasa
« captain in the army—" ¢ Ha! (faid
& his grace) he was fo—FHe was, indeed !
<« But who was the bifhop then ? Bifhop
« Blackberry—~Sure it  was bithop
< Bluckberry—Perhaps fome relation of
« yours—” - ¢ Very likelv, my lord
¢ (replied my uncle) ; the Blackberry is
« the fruit of the Bramble—But, I be-
« lieve, the bifhop is not a berry of our
« buth—" ¢ No more he is—No more
< he is, ha, ha,’ha! (exclaimed the duke)
¢ there you gave me a {eratch, good Mre
« Bramble, ha,, ha, ha!—Well, I fhall
¢« be glad to fee you. at Lincoln’s-inn=
¢ fields—You know the way——Times
¢ are altered. Though I have loft the
-« power, I retain the inclination—Your
< yery humble fervant, good Mr. Black-
é berry—”  So faying, he fhoved to.
another corner of the room.. < What a
¢ fine old gentleman ! (cried Mr. Bart-:
« ton) what {pirits! what a memory !-—
¢ He never forgets an old friend.” ¢« He:

: ¢ does

an
a R
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does me too much honour, (obferved
our ’fquire) to rank me among the'
number—Whilft I fat in parliament, I
never voted with the miniftry but three:
times, when my confcience told me
they were in the right = however, if he
ftill keeps levee, I will carry my
nephew thither, that he may fee, and:
learn to avoid the fcene ; for, I think,
an Englifh gentleman never appears to
fuch difadvantage, as at the levee of
a minifter—Of his grace I fhall fay no-

‘thing at prefent, but that for ' thirty

years he was the conftant and common:
butt of ridicule and: execration.. He
was generally laughed at as an ape in
politics, whofe office and influence
ferved only to render his folly the-more:
notorious 3 and the oppofition curfed:
him; as; the indefatigable drudge of a
firft-mover, who was juftly ftyled and.
ftigmatized as the father of corruptions
but this ridiculous ape, this venal
drudge, no fooner loft the places he
was fo ill qualified to fill, and unfurl-
ed the banners of faction, than he was:
metamorphofed into a pattern of pub-
lic virtue ; the wery people who revil-.
ed him before, now extolled him to
the fkies, as a wife, experienced ftatef-

~ % man,
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¢ man, chief pillar of the Proteftant fuc-
% ceffion, and corner ftone of Englith
4 liberty. [Iifhould be glad to know how
¢ Mr. Barton, reconciles thefe contradic-
< tions, without obliging us to refign ‘all
<< title to the privilege of common fenfe.”
& My dear fir (anfwered Barton), I don’t
< pretend to juftify the extravagations of
¢ the multitude’; who, I fuppofe, were
‘& a5 wild in their former cenfure as in
¢ their prefent praife : but I thall be very
“glad to attend you on Thurfday next
¢ to his grace’s levee ; where, I’m afraid,
¢ we fhall not be crowded with com-
 pany; for, you know, there’s a wide

* « difference between 'his prefent office of
 prefident of the council, and his for-
« mer poft of firlt lord commiffioner’ of
¢ the treafury.”

This communicative friend having an-
nounced all the remarkable charaéers of
both fexes, that appeared at court, we
refolved to adjourn and retired. At the
foot of the Rair-cafe, there was a crowd of
Tacueys and chairmen, and in the midft of

_them ftood Humphry Clinker, exalted
upon a ftool, with his hat in one hand,
and a ‘paper in the other, in the a& of
holding forth to the people—Before we
could inquire into the meaning of this ex-
P hibition,
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Hibition, he perceived his mafter, thruft
the paper into his pocket, defcended from
his elevation, bolted through the crowd,
and brought up the carriage to the
ate, ,

My uncle faid nothing till we were
feated, when, after having looked at me
carneftly for fome time, he burft out a-
laughing, and atked if Iknew upon what
fubjec Clinker was holding forth to the
mob——¢ If (faid he) the fellow is
¢ turned mountebank, I muft turn him
« out of my fervice, otherwife he’ll make
¢ Merry Andrews of us all—” I ob-
ferved, that, in all probability, he had
ftudied medicine under his mafter, who
was a farrier.—

At dinner, the’fquire atked him, if he
had ever practiced phyfic? < Yes, am
¢ pleafe your honour (faid he), among
« brute beafts; but I never meddle with
< rational creatures”” <1 know not
<€ whether you rank in that clafs the au-
¢ dience you was haranguing in the
& court at St. James’s, but I fhould be
¢ glad to know what kind of powders
€ you was diftributing; and whether
< you had a good fale—" ¢ Sale, firt
¢ (cried Clinker) I hope I fhall never be
¢ bafc enough to fell for gold and filver,
t « what
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¢ what freely comes of God’s grace. T
« diftributed nothing, and like your ho-
« nour, but'a word of advice to my fel-
« lows in fevitude and’ fin.” ¢ Ad-
¢ vice! concerning what#’ ¢ Concern-
« ing profane fwearing, and pleafe your
¢« honour; fo horrid and fhocking, that
¢'it made my hair ftand onend.” ¢ Nayy,
¢if thou can’ft cure them of that dicafe,
<« T {hall think thee a wonderful doctor
«indeed—" ¢ Why not cure themy
«'my tgood mafter? the hearts of thofe
& {:o’or people are not fo ftubborn as your'
< ‘honour feems to think——Make ‘themy
<« firft fenfible that you have nothing. in
«view but their good; then they wilk
« liften with patience, and eafily be con~
¢.yinced of the fin and folly of a pratice
ccthat affords’ neither’ profit nor plea=
« fure— At this' remark, -our uncle
" changed colour; and looked round the
company, ' confcious that his own wilhers
were not altogether unwrumg. ¢ But,
« Clinker (faid he), if you {hould have
¢ cloquence enough: to perfuade the vul-
¢ gar, to refign thofe tropes and figures
« of rhetoric, there will be little or no-
< thing left to diftinguifh their converfa-
¢ tion from that of their betters.” ¢ But
< then your honour knows, their conver-
< fation.
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, % fation will be void of offence; and,
¢ at the day of judgment, there will be
¢ no ditin&ion of - -perfons.”

Humphbry going down ftairs to fetch
up a bottle of wine, my uncle congra-
tulated his fifter upon having fuch a refor-
mer in the family ; when Mrs. Tabitha
declared, he was a-fober civilized fellow ;
very refpe@fuyl, and very induftrious;
and, fhe believed, a good Chriftian into
the bargain. One would think, Clinker
‘muft really have fome very extraordinary
talent, to ingratiate himfelf in this man-
xner with a virago of her character, fo
fortified againtt him with prejudice and
refentmem, but the truth is, fince the ad-
venrure of Salt-hill, Mrs. Tabby feems
to be entirely changed She has left off
feolding the fervants, an exercife which
was grown habitual, and even feemed ne-
ceflary to her conftitution; and is be-
come fo indifferent to Chowder, as to
part with him .in a prefent to lady Gril-
kin, who propofes to bring the breed of
him into- fathion.» Her ladyfhip is the
widow of fir Timothy Grifkin, a diftant
relation of our family. She enjoys a join-
ture of five hundred pounds a-year, and
makes fhift to {pend three times that fum.
Her charéter before marriage was' a lit-

tle
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tle equivocal ; but at prefent the lives in
the bon ton, keeps card-tables, gives pri-
vate fuppers to felet friends, and is vifit-
ed by perfons of the firft fathion—She
has been remarkly civil to us .all, and
cultivates my uncle with the moft parti-
cular regard; but the more fhe ftrokes
him, the more his briftles feem to rife—
To her compliments he makes very la-
conic and dry returns—T ’other day, fhe
fent us a pottle of fine ftraw-berries,
which he did not receive without figns of
difguft, muttering from the Aneid, 7-
meo Danaos et Dona ferentes, She has twice
called for Liddy, of a forenoon, to take
an airing in the coach; but Mrs, Tabby
was always fo alert (I fuppofe by his di-
recion) that fhe never could have the
niece without het aunt’s company—I
have endeavoured to found fquare-toes on
this fubjet ;- but he carefully avoids all
explanation. ;

1 have now, dear Philips, filled a
whole theet; and if you have read it to
an end, I dare fay you are as tired as

Your humble fervant

London, June 2» J: MELFORD.
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FOBEH R ROCCIIOOIOOK

ToaBe Lewis.

YES, Do&or, I have feen the Britith
Mufeum; which is a noble colletion,
and even ftupendous, if we confider it
was made by a private man, a phyfician,
who was obliged to make his own fortune
at the fame time : but great as the collec-
tion is, it would appear 'more ftriking if
it was arranged in one fpacious faloon,
inftead of being divided into different a-
partments, which it does not entirely fill—
I could with the feries of medals was con=
nected, and the whole of the animal, ve~
getable, and mineral kingdoms complet-
ed, by adding to each, at the public ex=
pence, thofe articles that are wanting,
It would likewife be a great improvex
ment, with refpe@ to the libraty, if the
deficiences were made up, by purchafing
all the books of charader that are not to
be found already in the colleGtion—They
might be claffed in centuries, - according
to the dates of their publication, and ca-

fud 1 talogues
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talogues printed of them and the manu-
feripts for the information of thofe that
want to confult, or compile from fuch
authorities. [ could alfo wifh, for the
honour of the nation, that there was a
complete apparatus for a courfe of mathe-
matics, mechanics,. and . experimental
philofophy ;* and a good falary fettled up-
on an able profeffor, who fhould give re-
gular leGures on thefe fubjects.

But this is all idle fpeculation, which
will never be reduced to practice—~Con-
fidering the temper of the times, it isa
.wonder to fee any inflitution whatfoever
eftablifhed, for the benefit of the public,
The fpirit of party is rifen to a kind of
phrenzy, unknown to former ages, or
rather degenerated to a total exrinétion of
honefty and candour—You know I have
obferved, for fome time, that the public
papers are become the infamous vehicles
‘of the moft cruel and perfidious defama-
tion: every rancorous knave———every
defperate incendiary, that can afford to
fpend half a crown or three thillings,
may fkulk behind the prefs of a news-
monger, and have a ftab at the firft cha-
sacter in the kingdom, without running
the leaft. hazard of detection or punifh-
ment,

1 have
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_ I have ‘made’ acqinititance with @'Mr,
Barton, whom Jery ‘knéw at Oxford;' ‘a
good fort of a man, though moft ridicut
loufly warped in- his political principles ;3
but his partiality is the lefs offenfive, as it
never appears in the ftyle of feurrility and
abufe. 'He is a member of parliament,
and a retainer to the court; and his whole
converfation: turns upon the virtues and
perfections of the minifters, who are his
patrons. - T’other day, when he was be.
daubing one of thofe worthies, with the
moft fulfome praife, 1 told him I had
feen the famenobleman characerifed very
differently, in one of the daily papers’;
indeed, fo ftigmatized, that if one half
of what was faid of him was true, he
muft be not only unfit to rule, buteven
unfit to live : . that thofe impeachments
had been repeated again and again, with
the addittion of frefh matter ; and thag'ag
he had 'taken no fleps  towards his own
vindicatipn, 1 began to think there was
fome foundation for the charge. - <« And
‘¢ pray, fir (faid Mr. Barton), what fteps
“would you' have him take >—Suppofe
“ he fhould profecute the publither, who
“ fereens the anonymous accufer, and’
“bring him to the pillory for a libel ;
“this is o far from being counted a

Yor. I L “ punifh-
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< punifhment, in. terrorem, that it will
< probably make his fortune. The mul-
< titude immediately take him into their
« protetion, as a martyx to the caufe of
¢¢ defamation, which  they have always
¢ efpoufed—They pay his fine, they
«¢ contribute to the increafe of his ftock,
¢ his, fhop is crowded with cuffomers;
<¢ and the fale of his paper rifes in pro-
«¢ portion to the fcandal it contains. All
< this time the profecutor is inveighed
_¢¢ againft as a tyrant and oppreflor, for
«¢ haying chofen to proceed by the way
¢ of information, which is deemed a
< grievance ; but if_he lays an action for
¢ damages, he muft prove the damage,
¢« and I leave you to judge, whethera
¢ gentleman’s character may not be
« brought into contempt, - and all his
« views in life blafted by calumny, with-
<« out: his being able to fpecify the par-
« ticulars. of the damage he has fuf-

< tained.
< This fpirit of defamation isa kind
¢ of herefy, that thrives under perfecu-
o tion. The liberty of the prefs: is ajterm
« of great efficacy; and, like that of 7ke
<¢ Proteflant religion, has often ferved the
« purpofes of fedition— A minifter, there-
« fore, muft arm himfelf with patience,
¢ and
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“and bear thofe attacks without repine;
¢ ing—Whatever -mifchief: they. may do
‘“in other refpe@s, they certainly con-
¢ tribute, in one particular, to the ad-
¢ vantage of government; for thofe de-
“ famatory articles have multiplied pa-
¢ pers in fuch a manner, and augment-
« ed their fale to fuch a degree, that the
¢ duty upon ftamps and advertifements
““ has made a very confiderable addition
‘¢ to the revenue.” . Certain itis, a gen-
tleman’s honour is a very delicate fubjet
to be handled by a jury, compofed of
men, 'who cannot be fuppofed remark-
able either for fentiment or impartiality
—In fuch a cafe, indeed, the defendant
is tried, not only by his peers, but alfo
by his party 5 and I really think, that of
all patriots, he is the moft refolute who
expofes himfelf to fuch detration, for the
fake of his country—1If, from the igno-
rance or partiality of juries, a gentleman
can have no redrefs from law, for being
defamed in a pamphlet or news-paper, I
know but one other method of proceed-
ing againft the publifher, which is at-
tended with fome rifque, but has been
practifed fuccefsfully ‘more than once, in
my remembrance—A regiment of horfe
was reprefented in one of the news-pa-

2 pers,
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pers, as having mifbehaved at Dettin-
gen; a captain of ‘that regiment broke
the publifher’s bones, telling him, at the
fame time, if he went to law, he fhould
certainly ' have the like falutation from’
every officer ‘of the corps. Governor
—_ took 'the fame fatisfaction on the
ribs of* an author, who traduced him by
name in a periodical paper—I know a
low fellow of the fame clafs, who,  being
turned out of Venice for his impudence
and feurrility, retired to Lugano, a town
of the Grifons (a free people, God wot),
where he found a printing prefs, from
whence' he' fquirted his filth at fome re-
{petable charaters in'the republic, which
he had been obliged to abandon. ~Some
of thefe, finding him out of the reach of
Jegal chaftifement, employed certain ufe-
fab inftruments, fuch as may be found in
all countries, to give him the baftinado;
which, being repeated more than once,

effectually fopt the current of his abufe.
As for the liberty of the prefs, - like
every other privilege, it muft be reftrain-
ed within certain bounds s for if it is
carried to a breach of law, religion, and
charity, it becomes one of the greateft
evils that ever annoyed the community.
1f the loweft ruffian may ftab your good-
; name
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name with impunity in England, will
you be fo uncandid as to exclaim againft
Italy for the practice of common affaf-
fination > To what purpofe is our pro-
perty fecured, if our moral charater is
left defencelefs ? . People thus baited,
grow defperate ; and the defpair of being
able to preferve one’s characker, untaint-
ed by fuch vermin, produces a total neg-
le& of fame; fo that one of the chief
incitements to the pracice of virtue is
effeGtually deftroyed.

Mr. Barton’s laft confideration, refpe@-
ing the flamp-duty, is equally.wife and
laudable with another maxim which has
been long adopted by our financiers,
-namely, to connive at drunkenefs, riot,
and diffipation, becaufe they enhance the
receipt of the excife; not reflecting, that
in providing this temporary convenience,
they are deftroying the morals, health,
and induftry of the people Notwith-
ftanding my contempt for thofe who flat-
ter a minifter, I think there is fomething
fill more defpicable in flattering a mob,
When Ifeea man of birth, education,
and fortune, put himfelf on a level with
the dregs of the people, mingle with low
mechanics, feed with them at the fame
board, and drink with them in the fame

L3 cup,
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cup, «fatter their prejudices, harangue
in praife of their virtues, ‘expofe them-
felves to'the belchings of ‘their beer, the
fumes of their ‘tobacco, ‘the groffiefs of
their familiarity, and the impertinence of
their conveifation, 1 cannot help defpif-
ing 'him,’ as ‘a ‘man’ guilty of the wvileft
?roﬁimtion, in order toeffect a purpofe
equally felfith and illibéral. ¢
1 fhould renoutice politics ‘the more
“willingly, if J ‘could find other topics of
converfation difcufled with ‘more modefty
-and candour’; but the deemon ‘of party
feems to have ufurped every department
of life. Ewven the world of literature and
tafte is aividedinto the moft virulent
factions, which revile, decry, and tra-
~ ‘duce’ithe works of one another. = Yefter-
“day, 1 went ‘to/return an afternoon’s vifit
to a gentleman of! my acquaintance, at
whofe houfe 1 found one of the authors’
-of the prefent 'age;’ who has written with
fome fuccefs—As I'had read one or two
“of his performances, which gave me plea-
fure, 1 was glad of this opportunity’ to
know his perfon; but his difcourfe and
‘deportment deftroyed all the impreflions
“which his writings had made in his fa-
vour. He took upon him todecide dog-
matically upon every fubjet; without
; 4 : .deign-
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deigning to fhew the leaft caufe for his
differing: from the general opinions of
mankind, as if it had been our duty to
acquiefce in the ipfe dixit of this new Py-
thagoras. He rejudged the charaéters of
all the principal authors, who had died
within a century of the prefent time;
and, in this revifion, paid no fort of re-
gard to the reputation they had acquired -
—Milton was harth and profaic; Dry-
den, languid and verbofe; Butler and
Swift, without humour ; Congreve, with-
out wit; and Pope'deftitute of any fort
of poetical merit—As for his cotempora-
ries, he could ‘not ‘bear to hear one of
them mentioned with any degree of ap-
plaufe; they were all dunces, pedants,
plagiaries, quacks, and impoftors ;  and
you could not natne 2 fingle performantce,
but/ what was tame, ftupid, and infipid.
It ‘muft be owned 'that this writer had
nothing to'charge his confcience with, on
the fide of flattery ; for, I underftand, he
was never ‘known to praife one line that
was written’‘even by thofe with whom he
lived on ‘terms of good fellowthip.  This
arrogance and ' prefumption, in depreciat-
ing “authors, " for whofe repntation’ the
company may be interefted, is fuch an
L g in-
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infult upon the-underftanding, as I:could
not bear without wincing, ;

I defired to know his reafons for de-
crying fome works, which had afforded
me uncommon pleafure ; and, asdemon-
firation did not feem to be his talent, I
diflented from his opinion with great free-
dom. Having been {poiled by the defe-
rence and humility of his hearers, he did
not bear contradition with much tem-
per; - and the difpute might have grown
warm, had it not been interrupted by
the entrance of a rival bard, at whofc ap-
pearance he always quits. the place——
They are of different cabals, and have
been at open war thefe twenty years—-—
If the other was dogmatical this genius
was declamatory ; he did not difcourfe,
but harangue; and his orations were e-
qually tedious and turgid. He too pro-
nounces ex cathedra upon the characers of
his cotemporaries; and though he fcru-
ples not to deal out praife, even lavifhly,
to the loweft reptile in Grub-ftreet who
will either flatter him in private, or mount
the public roftrum as his panegyrift, he
damns all the other writers of the age,
with the utmoft infolence and rancour—
One- is a:blunderbufs, as beinga native
of Ireland ; another a half-ftarved louﬁft

o
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of literature, from the banks of the
Tweed ; a third, an afs, becaufe he en-
joys a penfion from the government; a
fourth, the very angel of dulnefs, be-
caufe he fucceeded in a fpecies of writ-
ing in which. this Ariftarchus had failed;
a fifth who prefumed to make firiGures
upon one of his performances, he holds
as a bug in criticifm, whofe ftench is
more offenfive than his  fting—In fhort,
except himfelf and his myrmidons, there
is not a man of genius or learning in the
three kingdoms. As for the fuccefs of
thofe, who have written without the pale
of this confederacy, he imputes it entire-
ly to want of tafte in the public; not
confidering, that to the dpprobation of
that very taftelefs public, he himfelf owes
all the confequence he has in life,

Thofe originals are not fit for conver-
fation. If they would maintain the ad-
vantage they have gained by their writ-
ing, they fhould never appear but up-
on paper—For my part, Iam fhocked
to find a man have fublime ideas in his
head, and nothing but illiberal fenti-
ments in his heart—The human foul will
be generally found moft defe&ive in the
article of candour—I am inclined to
think, no mind was ever wholly exempt

Ls from
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from'envy'; Which, perhaps, may have
been implanted, as an inftinct effential to
our nature. 1 am afraid we fometimes
palliate this vice, under the {pecious name
of emulation. I have known a. perfon
remarkably generous, humane, moderate, '
and apparently felf-denying, who could
not hear even a friend commended,
without ' betraying marks of uneafinefs ;
2s if that commendation had implied an
odious comparifon ‘to his prejudice, and
every wreath of praife added to the
other’s charaéter, was a garland plucked
from his own temples. This is a ma-
lignant fpecies of jealoufy, of which 1
ftand: acquitted in my own confcience—
Whether it is a vice or an infirmity, I
leave you to inquire.

There is another point, which I would
much rather fee determined ; whether
the world was always as contemptible, as
it appears to me at prefent ? — If the mo-
rals of mankind have not contrafted an
extraordinary degree of depravity with-
in thefe thirty years, then muft I be in-
fefted with the common vice of old men,
difficilis, querulusy landator temporis attis
or, which is more probable, the impetu-
ous purfuits and avocations of youth have
formerly hindered me from obferving
: 5 thofe
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thofe rotten parts of human nature, which
‘now appear fo offenfively’ to my obfer-
vation.

‘We have been at court, and ’change,
and " every where ; "and ‘every: where- we
find food for fpleen, and fubject for Ti-
dicule—My new fervant, Humphry Clin-
ker, turns out a great. original;. and
Tabby is a changed creature——She has
parted with Chowder ; and does nothing
but {mile, like Malvolio in the play:
T’ll be hanged if fhe is not afting a part
which is not natural to ‘her difpofition,
for fome purpofe which I have not yet
“difcovered., 3

With refpe to the characters of man-
kind, my curiofity is quite fatisfied : I
have done with the fcience of men, and
muft now endeavour to amufe myfelf with
the novelty of things. I am, at prefent,
by a violent effort of the mind, forced
from my natural biafs; but this power
ceafing to a&, I fhall teturn to my foli-
tude with redoubled velocity. Every
thing I fee, and hear, and feel, in this
great refervoir of folly, knavery, and fo-
phiftication; contributes to inhance the va-
lue of a country life, in the fentiments of

Yours always,

London, Junc 2. Mart. BramsLE
5 .
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‘T'o Mrs. ‘MARY Jongs, at Bramble- .
ton-hall.

° DEAR MARY JOMES,

LADY Grifkin’s botler, Mr., Crumb,
‘having got ’fquire Barton to frank me

-a kiver, I would not neglett to. let you
know how it is with me, and the reft of
-the family. fix ?

"1 could not rite by John Thomas, for
becaufe he went-away in a huff, at a mi-
nute’s warning, He and Chowder could
not agree, and fo they fitt upon the road,
and Chowder bit his thumb, and he
{fwore he would do him a mifchief, and
he {poke faucy to miftrefs, whereby the
*(quire turned him off in gudgeon ; and
by God’s providence we picked up an-
other footman, called Umphry Klinker;
a good fole as ever broke bread; which
thews that a fcalded cat may prove a
good moufer, and a hound be ftaunch,
thof he has got narro hare on his but-
tocks; but the proudeft nofe may be

7 bro’t
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bao’r to to the grine-ftone by ficknefs and
misfortunes, i

O Molly ! what fhall I fay of London.?
All the towns that ever I beheld in my
born days, are no more than Welfh bar-
rows and crumlecks to thls wonderful
ﬁtty' Even Bath itfelf is' but a fillitch,
in the naam of God—— One would think
there’s no end of the ftreets, .but the
land’s end. Then there’s fuch a power
of people, gomig hurry fcurry! Such a
racket of coxes! Such a noife, and hali-
balloo! So many ftrange fites to be feen!
O gracious ! _my. poor Welfh brain has
been {pinning like a top ever fince I
came hither ! And I have feen the park,
and the paleafs of Saint'Gimfes, and the
king’s and the queen’s magifterial  pur-
fing, and the {weet young princes, and
the hillyfents, and pye -bald afs, and all
the reft of the royal family.

Laft week I went with miftrefs to the
tower, to fee the crowns and wild beaftis;
and there was a monftracious lion, with
teeth half a quarter long ! and a gentle-
man bid me not go near him, if I wafn’t
a maid, being as how he would roar,
and tear, and play the dickins—Now I
had no mind to go near him; for I can-
not abide fuch dangerous honeymils, not

VA.BHSC
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I—but, miftrefs' would go's’ ‘and the
beaft kept fuch a roaring and bouncing,
that T tho’t he would a broke his ‘cage
- ‘and'deyoured ys all; and the gentleman
“titterd forfooth ; but Ill go to death up-
on it; ‘¥ will, that my lady 'is"good a
firchin, as the child unborn; “and, there-
fore, either the gentleman told 2 fib, or
the lion oft to be fet in the ftocks for
bearing falfe witnefs again his neigh-
bour; for the commandment fayeth,
Thou fhalt not bear faife witnefs ogain thy
neighbour.” 5 : ;

1 was'afterwards of a party at Sadler’s
wells, where I faw fuch tumbling and
dancing upon ropes and wires, that I was
frightened, and ready to go into a fit—
I tho’t it was all inchantment; and, be-
lieving myfelf bewitched, began for to
‘ery——You knows as how the witches in
Wales fly upon broom-fticks; « but here
was flying without any broom-ftick, or
thing in the varfal world, and firing of
piftols in the air, and blowing of trum-
pets, and fwinging, and rolling of wheel-
barrows upon a wire, (God blefs us!) no
thicker than a fewing-thread; that, to be
fure, they muft deal with the devil!
A fine gentleman, with a pig’s tail, and
a golden ford by his fide, came to corg-
? t
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fit me, 'and offered for to treat me with
a pint of wind; but I would not ftay;
and o, in going through the dark paf-
{fage, he began to thew his cloven futt,
and went for to be rude” ' my fellow-far-
‘vant, Umpry Klinker, bid 'him be fivil,
-and he gave the young man a-dowfe in
the chops; but, I fackins, Mr, Klinker
wa'n’t long in' his debt——with .2 good
oaken fapling  he dufted his dou let,
for all his golden cheefe toafter; and,
fipping me under his arm, ‘carried me
huom, T nofe not how, being I was- in
fuch a fluftration—But, thank God! I'm
now vaned from all i!{:ch vanities; for
what are all thofe rarities and vagaries to
the glories that fhall be revealed ‘here-
after? O Molly | let not your 'poor
heart be puffed up with vanity.

1 had almoft forgot to tell you, that I
have bad my hair cut and pippered, and
finged, and bolftered, and buckled, in
the neweft fathion, by a French freezer—
Parley vow Francey—Vee madmanfell——
I now.carries my head higher than arrow
private 'gentlewoman of Vales. Laft
night, coming huom from the meeting,
I was taken by lamp-light for an imi-
nent poulterer’s daughter, a great bealx;ty

—but
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~—But as I was faying, this is all vanity
-and vexation of {pirit—The pleafures of
London are no better than four whey
and ftale cyder, when compared to the
_joys of the new Gerufalem.
_i.Dear Mary Jones! ' An:pleafe God
when I return, I’ll bring you a new cap,
-with a turkey-thell coom, and a pyehoufe
fermon, that was preached in the Taber-
.nacle ;  and I pray of all love, you will
mind your yriting and your {pilling ; for,
craving your pardon, Molly, it made me
fuet to diffypher your laft fcrabble, which
was delivered by the hind at Bath—O,
-voman! voman! if thou had’ft but the
leaft confumption of what pleafure we
fcullers have, when we can cunfter the
crabbidft buck off hand, and fpell the
ethnitch vords without lucking at the
primmer. As for Mr. Klinker, he is
qualified to be clerk to a parith—But I’Il
fay no more—Remember me to Saul—
poor fole! it goes to my hart to think
the don’t yet know her letters—But all in
God’s good time—It fhall go hard, but I
-will bring her the A B C in ginger-
bread; and that, younofe, will be learn-
ing to her tafte.

Miftrefs fays, we are going a long

1 gur-
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gurney to the North; but go where we
will, I fhall ever be,

Dear Mary Jones,
yours with true infection,’

London, June 3. Win. Jenxins,

ES SO 3 S PR RIS

To Sir WarkiN PaiLLips, of
Jefus college, Oxon.

DEAR WAT,

I MENTIONED in my laft, my un-
cle’s defign of going to the duke of
N ’s levee 5 which defign has been
executed accordingfy. His grace has
been fo long accuftomed to this kind of
homage, that though ‘the place he now
fills does not imply the tenth part of the
influence, which he exerted in his former
office, he has given his friends to under-
ftand, that they cannot oblige him in any
thmg more than in contributing to fup-
port the thadow of that power, which he

no
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no longer retains in fubftance; andthere-
fore he has ftill public days, on which
they appear at his levee.

My uncle and I went thither with Mr.
Barton, who, being one of the duke’s
adherents, undertook to be our intro-
ducer—The room was pretty well filled
with people, in'a great varicty of drefs;
but there was no more than one gown
and caflock, though I was told his grace
had, while he was minifter, preferred al~
moft every mdmdual that now filled the
bench of bithops in the houfe of lords;
but, in all prabablhty, the graﬂtude of
the clergy.is like their chanity, which
thuns the hght—Mr Barton was imme-
diately accolted by a perfon well. firiken
in years, tall, and raw-boned, with a
hook-nofe, andiat drch: Teer; that indi-
cated, a‘t deaft; 'as “rhuch cunhing as’ fas
gacity. ' Our conduétot faluted him,; by
the name of captain C , ‘and after-
wards informed 'us He was a man of threwd
parts, ‘whom the government oceafion-
ally, employed in fecret' fervices=<But I
Trave‘had the hiftory of him'more-at large;

_ from another quatter He 'had been,
many ' years ago, concerited in ‘fraudulent
praétices, as a‘merchantin France; and
‘bemg convicted. of fome of them, ;vas

ent
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fent to the gallies, from whence he was
delivered by the intereft of the late-duke
of Ormond, to whom he had recom-
mended himfelf in a letter, as his name-
fake and relation— He was in the ‘fequel,
employed by our miniftry as a fpy; ‘and,
in the war of ‘1740, traverfed' all Spain,
as well as France, in the'difguife of a ca-
puchin, at the extreme hazard of hislife,
in as much as the court of Madrid had ac-
tually got fcent of him, and given orders
to apprehend-him at'St. Sebaftian’s, froth
whence he'had fortunately retired but'a
few hours before the order arrived. " This
and other hair-breadth *fcapes he'pleaded
o effe€tually as a merit with the Englith
miniftry, that they allowed him a com-
fortable penfion, ‘which he now! enjoys in
‘his-old age—He has ill accels to all'the -
minifters; and'is faid to be confulted by
them' op many fubjets, ‘as a man of un-
common underftanding and great expe-
rience—He is, in fa&, a féllow of fome
parts and ‘invincible affurance; and, in
“his difcourfe, he affumes fuch an air of
felf-fufficiency, as may very well impofe
‘upon fome of the fhallow’ politicians, whd
‘now labour at the helm of adminiftration.
But, if heis not belied, this is not the:
only impofture of which he is guilty——
They
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They fay, he is at bottom not only a
Roman.catholic, but really a prieft ; and
while he pretends to difclofe to our ftate-
pilots all the fprings that move the ca-
binet of Verfailles, he isactually picking
up intelligence for the fervice of the
French minifter——Be that as it may,
captain C—— entered into converfation
with us in the moft familiar manner, and
treated the duke’s charater without any
ceremony—-<¢ This wife-acre (faid he) is
¢ ftill a-bed 3 ‘and, I think, the beft thing
¢ he can do, is to fleep on till Chrift~
¢ mas; for, when he gets up, he does
¢ nothing' but expofe his own folly.—
¢ Since Granville was turned out, there
. has .been’ no minifter in this nation
¢ worth the meal that whitened his peri-
¢¢ wig—They are fo ignorant, they fcarce
¢¢ know a crab from a cauliflower ; and
¢ then they are fuch dunces, that there’s
¢ no making them comprehend the plain-
¢ eft propofition: In the' beginning of
¢ the war, this poor balf-witted creature
¢ told me, in a great fright, that thirty
¢¢ thoufand French had marched from
¢¢ Acadia to Cape Breton Where did
¢ they find tranfports # (faid I) ¢ Tran-~
¢ fports ! (cried he) I tell you, they
¢ marched by land—" By land to the

< ifland
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¢ ifland of Cape Beeton? ¢ What! is
¢ Cape Breton an’ ifland ?”! Certainly.
«Ha! are'you fure’of that?”.- When I
(S pomtcd it out in‘the’ map, .he éxamined
< it earncftly with his fpeétacles’; « then,
¢ taking me ' in his arms, ‘“My dear
€ C—— ! (cried he) you always bring
“&Tuy gnod news—Egad Il go direétly,
¢ and tell the King that Cape Breton is
¢¢an ifland.”

He feemed difpofed to entertain us with
more anecdotes of this nature, at the ex-
pence of his grace, when he was inter-
rupted by the arrival of the Algerine am-
baflador; a venerable Turk, with a long
white beard, attended by his dragoman,
or interpreter, and another officer of his
houfhold who had got no fockings to
his legs—-Captam C—— immediately
fpoke with ‘an air of authority to a fer-
vant in waiting, bidding him go and tell’
the duke to rife, as there was a great deal
of company come, and, among others,
the ambaffador from Algiers—Then,
turning to us, * This poor Turk (fuid
“ he), notwithftanding bis grey beard, is
¢ a green horn——He bas been feveral
< years refident in London, and ftill #s
¢ ignorant of our political revolutions,
¢ This vifit is intended for the prime mi-

¢ nifter




238 Tz EXPEDITION or

<«¢nifter of England; but you'll fee how
<¢ this wife duke will receive it as a mark
¢¢ of attachment to his own perfon—’
Certain it is, the duke feemed eager to
acknowledge the compliment—A door
opening, he fuddenly bolted out, with a
fhaving cloth under his chin, his face
frothed up to the eyes with foap. lather;
and, running up to the ambaflador, grin-
ned hideous in his face—¢¢ My dear Ma-
« homet | (faid he) God love your long
« beard, I hope the dey will make you a
¢ horfe tail at the next promotion, ha,
¢¢ ha, ha!——Have but a moment’s pa-
< tience, and I'll fend to you in a twink-
¢ ling—" So faying he retreated into
. his den, leaving the Turk in fome confu-
fion,  After afhort paufe, however, he
faid fomething to his interpreter, the
meaning of which I had great curiofity
to know, as he turned up his eyes while
he fpoke, expreffing aftonifhment, mixed
with devotion: We were gratified by
means of the communicative captain
C——, who converfed with the drago-
man, asan old acquaintance, Ibrahim,
the ambaflador, who bad miftaken his
grace for the minifter’s fool, was no
fooner undeceived by the interpreter, than
he exclaimed to this effe¢t—¢¢ Holy

. 13 pro-
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¢ prophet ! I don’t wonder that this na-
¢ tion profpers, fecing it is governed by
« the counfel of ideots; a'feries of men,
¢ whom all good muffulmen revere as the
¢ organs of immediate infpiration !”
Ibrahim was favoured with a particular
audience of thort duration ; - after which
the duke conducted him to the door, and
then returned to diffufe his gracious looks
among the crowd of his worfhipers.

As Mr. Barton advanced to prefent me
to his grace, it was my fortune to attract
his notice before I was announced—He
forthwith met me more than half way, -
and, feizing me be the hand, ¢ My dear
¢ fir Francis! (cried he) this is fo kind—
¢ I vow.to Gad ! T am fo obliged—Such
< attention to a poor broken minifter—
¢ Well—Pray when does your excellency
¢ fet fail ~For God’s fake have a care
¢ of your health, and eat ftewed prunes
¢ in the paffage — Next to your own pre-
¢ cious health, pray, my dear excellency,
< take care of the Five Nations —Ourgood
¢ friends the Five Nations—The Toryro-
¢ ries, the Maccolmacks, the Out-o’the-
¢ ways, the Crickets, and the Kickfhaws
¢ ——Let ’em have plenty of blankets, and
“ ftinkubus, and Wampum; and your
< excellency won't fail to fcour the ket-

seeles
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“ tle, ;and boil the.chain; and bury the
¢¢ tree, .and.plant the hatchet—Ha, ha,
< ha !” When_ he had uttered this rhap-
{ody, with ihis ufual ,precipitation, ~Mr.
Barton gave him to underftand, thar I
was neither, fir Erancis, nor . St. Francis,
but fimply Mr. Melford, nephew to Mr.
Bramble; who, ftepping forward, made
his bow at the fame time, ¢ Odfo! no
< .more it is fir Francis— (faid this wife
¢ fatefman) Mr. Melford, I'm glad to
< fee you—I fent you an engineer to for-
¢« tify your dock—Mr. Bramble—your
« fervant, Mr. Bramble—How d’ye, good
¢ Mr, Bramble ? Your nephew is a pretty
<« young fellow—Faith and troth, a very
< pretty fellow ! —His father is my old
¢ friend—How does he hold it? “Siill
< troubled with that damned diforder,
«ha?” ¢« No, my lord (replied my un-
< cle), all his troubles are over—He has
¢ been dead thefe fifteen years.” ¢ Dead!
¢ how—Yes, faith! now I remember:
¢ he is dead, fure cnough—Well, and
¢ how—does the young gentleman ftand
¢« for Haverford - Weft 2 -or—a —what
« d’ye—My dear Mr. Milfordhaven, I’ll
« do you 2ll the fervice in my power—I
¢ hope 1 have fome credit left—" My
uncle.then gave him. to underftand, that

1 was
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I was ftill a minor ; “and that we had no
intention to trouble him at prefent, for
any favour whatfoever—¢ I came hither
¢ with my nephew (added he) to pay our
¢ refpeéts to your graces; and I may ven-
¢ ture to fay, that his views and mine
¢ are at leaft as difinterefted as thofe
¢ of any individual in this; affembly.”
¢ My dear Mr. Brambleberry ! ‘you do
¢ me infinite honour—I fhall always re-
< joice to feec you and your hopeful
¢ nephew, Mr. Milfordhaven—My cre-
¢ dit, fuchas it is, you may command—
¢ I with . we had more friends of your
¢ kidney—""
Then turning to captam C teakda,
- # Commem | (faid he) what news, (Co?
#¢ How does the'world wag? hal” ¢ The
¢ world wags much afterthe old fafhion,
“¢my lord (anfwered the captain) : the
¢¢ politicians of London :and Weftminfter
¢ have begun again towag their tongtes
#¢againft your grace; and your dhort-
< %¢ lived popularity wags /like a feather,
¢¢which thenext puff of antiminifterial
- € calumny will blow away—" ¢ A pack
< of rafcals (cricd the duke)—Taries,
¢ Jacobites, ‘vebels; -one half of ‘them
# would swag their heels at Tyburn, 'if
Vou. L M ¢ they
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‘¢ they had their deferts—"" So faying,
he wheeled about; and, going round the
levee, fpoke to every individual, with the
moft courteous familiarity ; but he fcarce
ever opened his mouth without making
fome blunder, in relation to the perfon
or bufinefs of the party with whom he
converfed ; fo that he really looked like
a comedian, hired to burlefque the cha-
racter of a minifter—At length, a perfon
of avery prepoflefling appearance com-
ing in, his grace ran up, and, hugging
him in his arms, with the appellation of
¢¢ My dear Ch s!” led him forthwith
into the inner apartment, or Santam
Sanétorum of his political temple, ¢ That
¢ (faid captain C—- ) is my friend C—
WL Y , almoft the only man of parts
¢« who has any concern in the prefent ad-
4¢ miniftration—~Indeed, he would have
¢ no concern at all in the matter, if the
¢ miniftry did not find it abfolutely ne-

- ¢¢ ceffary to make ufe of his talents upon

¢ fome particular occafions—As' for the
¢ common bufinefs of the nation, it is
«¢ carried on in a conftant routine by the
¢ clerks of the different offices, other-
< wife the wheels of government would
4 be wholly ftopt amidft the abrupt fuc-

¢ ceffion
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* ceffion of minifters, every one more ig-
“ norant than his predeceflor——1I am
¢ thinking what a fine hovel we fhould
* be in, if all the clerks of the treafury,
¢ of the fecretaries, the war-office, and
¢ the admiralty, fhould take it in their
“¢ heads to throw up their places in imi-
¢ tation of the great penfioner—But, to
¢ return to C—— 5 he certainly
¢ knows more than all the miniftry and
¢ all the oppofition, if their heads were
¢ laid together, and talks like an angel
¢¢ on a vaft variety of fubjeGts—He would
“really bea great man, if he had any
¢ confiftency or ftability of charaGer—
¢ Then, it muft be owned, he wants
¢ courage, otherwife he would never al-
< low himfelf to be cowed by the great
“¢ political bully, for whofe underftand-
¢ ing he has jultly a very great con-
¢ tempt. I have feen him as much afraid
“of that overbearing Heor, as ever
¢ fchool-boy was of his pedagogue ;' and
¢ yet this He&or, I fhrewdly fufpet, is
“ no more than a craven at bottom —Be-
¢ fides this defect, C—— has another,,
<« which he is at too little pains to hide
¢« —There’s no faith to be given to his.
¢ affertions, and no truft to be put in his:
M. ¢ pro-
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«« promifes—However, to give the devil
< his due he is very good-natured’; and
<« gven friendly when clofe urged in the
¢ way of follicitation—As for principle,
« that’s out of the queftion—In a word,
s he’s a wit and an orator, ' extremely
_ ¢ entertaining, and he fhines very often
t gt the expence even of thofe minifters
‘¢ to whom he is-a retairer—This is a
< mark of great imprudenee, by which
«le has made them all his' enemies,
« whatever face they may put upon the'
« matter; and fooner or later he’ll have
<« caufe to wifh he had been able to keep
« his own counfel—I have feveral times
« cautioned him on this fubject but ’tis
« all preaching to the defert—His vanity
< runs away with his diferetion—" i
could not help thinking the captain him-
felf might have been the better for fome
hints of the fame nature—His panegyric,
excluding principle and veracity, puts me
sn mind of a conteft I once over-heard in
the way of altercation, betwixt two ap-
plé-wonen in Spring-garden——One of
thofe viragos having hinted fomething to
the prejudice of the other’s moral cha-
raéter, her antagoneft, fetting her hands
in her fides, replied—¢¢ Speak out, huﬂ')i
Csiiad
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¢ ] fcorn your malice—I own I’m both:
¢ a whore and a thief; and what more
¢ have you to fay ?—Damn you, what
¢ more have you to fay? bating that,.
¢¢ which all the world knows, I challenge
¢ you to fay black is the white of my
¢¢ eye—" We did not wait for Mr. T —’s

: coming forth; but after cap;ain Co——-
had characterifed all the originals in wait~
ing, we adjourned to a coffee-houfe,
where we had buttered muffins and tea
to breakfaft, the faid captain ftill favour-
ing us with his company—Nay my un-
cle was fo diverted with his anecdotes,
that he afked him to dinner, and treated:
him with a fine turbot, to which he dik

‘ ample juftice—That fame evening I {pent
at the tavern with fome friends, one of
whom let me into C—’s .character, which.
Mr. Bramble no.fooner underftood, than
he exprefled fome concern for the con~
nexion he had made, and refolved to dif-
engage himfelf from. it without cere-
mony.

‘We are become members of the Socie—
ty for the Encouragement of the Arts, and
bave afiifted at fome of their delibera~
tions, which were conduéed with equal
{pirit and fagacity—My uncle is extreme--

M 3 ly.
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Yy fond of the inflitution, which will
certainly be productive of great advant-
_ages to the public, if, from its democra-
tical form, it does not degenerate into ca-
bal and corruption—You are already ac-
quainted with his averfion to the influence
of the multitude, which, he affirms, is
incompatible with excellence, and fub-
verfive of order—Indeed his deteftation-
of the mob has been heightened by fear,
ever fince he fainted in the room at Bath ;
and this apprehenfion has prevented ‘him
from going to the Little Theatre in the
Hay-market, and other places of enter-
tainment, to which, however, [ have had
the honour to attend the ladies, :
It grates old Square-Toes to refledt,
that it is not in his power to enjoy ‘even
the moft elegant diverfions of the capital,.
without the participation of ‘the vulgar;
for they now thruft themfelves into all
aflfemblies from a ridotto at St. James’s
to a hop at Rotherhithe.
1 have lately feen our old acquaintance
Dick Ivy, whowe imagined had died of
“dram-drinking ; but he is lately imerg-
ed from the Fleet, by means of a pamph-
let which he wrote and publifhed againft
the government with fome fuccefs. The
fale
6
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fale of this performance enabled him to-
appear in clean linen, and he is now go-
ing about foliciting fubferiptions for his
poems ; but his breeches are not yet in
the moft decent order.

Dick certainly deferves fome counte-
nance for his intrepidity and perfeve-
rance—1It is not in the power of difap-
pointment, nor even of damnation, to
drive bhim to defpair— After fome unfuc-

. ecfsful effays, in the way of poetry,  he
commenced brandy-merchant, and 1 be-
lieve his whole ftock ran out through his.
own bowels; then he conforted with a
milk-woman; who kept a cellar in Petty
France: but he could not make his
quarters good; he was diflodged and
driven up ftairs into the kennel by a cor-
poral in the fecond regiment of foot-
guards—He was afterwards the laureat of
Blackfriars, from whence there was a na-
tural tranfition to the Fleet—As he had
formerly mifcarried in panegyric, he now
turned his thoughts to fatire, and really
feems to have fome talent for abufe. If
he can hold out till the meeting of the
parliament, and be prepared for anether
charge, in all probability Dick -will

mount
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mount the pillory, or obtain a penfiom,
in either of which events his fortune will
be made—~—Mean while he has acquired
fome degree of confideration with the re-
fpeétable writers of the age; and as I
have fubfcribed for his works, he did me
the favour ’tother night to introduce me
to a fociety of thofe geniufes ;. but 1 found
them exceedingly formal and referved-—
they feemed afraid and jealous of one
another, and fat in a fiate of mutual re-
pulfion, like fo many particles of vapour,
each furrounded by its own electrified at-
mofphere. Dick, who has more vivacity
than judgment, tried more than once to
enliven the converfation ; fometimes mak-
ing an effort at wit, fometimes letting off
a pun, and fometimes difcharging a co-
nundrum ; nay, at Iength he ftarted a dif~
pute upon the hackneyed comparifon
betwixt blank verfe and rhyme,, and. the
profeflors opened with great clamour;
but, inftead of keeping to the fubjeét,
they launched out into tedious differta-
tions on the poetry of the ancients; and
one of them, who had been a fchool-
mafter, difplayed his whole knowledge
of profedy, gleaned from Difputer and

Ruddi-
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Ruddiman. At laft, T ventured torfay,
1.did not fee iow the fubject in queftion
could be at all elucidated by the practice
of the ancients, who certainly had neither
blank verfe nor rhyme in their poems,
which were meafured by feet, whereas
ours are reckoned by the number of
fyllables—This remark feemed to give
umbrage to the pedant, who forthwith
involved himfelf in a cloud of  Greek
and Latin quotations, which no body at-
tempted to difpel—A confufed hum of
infipid obfervations and comments en-
fued; and, upon the whole, I never pafl-
ed a duller evening in my life—Yet,
without all doubt; fome of them were
men of learning, wit, and ingenuity.
As they are afraid of making free with
one another, they thould bring each his
butt, or whetftone, along with him, for
the entertainment of the company—My
uncle_ fays, he never defires to meet with
more than one wit at a time—One wit,
like 2 knuckle of ham in foup, gives a
zeft and flavour to the dith; but more
than one ferves only to fpoil the potrage
And now. I’'m afraid I have given
you an unconfcionable mefs, without any

‘ flavour
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flavour at all; for which, I fuppofe, you
will beftow your benedictions upon, .

your friend,

and fervant,

London, June z. J. MELFORD,

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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