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and of Ibella daughter of Emanuel the Great, King

of Portugal, was born at Valladolid on the twenty-firt
of May, one thoufand five hundred and twenty-feven. He was
educated in Spain under Ecclefiaftics, noted for their bigotry, who
were appointed by his father to inflrudt him; and, by this circum-
ftance, feveral of thofe features in his charaQer were either formed,
or greatly heightened, which were afterwards fo confpicuous. in
his condudt.

CHaRrLEs, who was born in the Netherlands, and paffed his
early youth there, had, through  his whole reign, entertained
fuch 2 manifelt partiality for that country, as was the fource
of much diffetisfation to his Spanifh fobjeds. ‘But they were

Vou. I ;- i foothed

Px-m.m 1. King of Spain, fon of the Emperor Charles V.
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HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

foothed by the preference which they received from the young

prince, and flattered themfelves with Hopes, which wete not

frufirared, of obaining, under his adminiftration, that fhare of

the royal favour, which the Flemings had enjoyed under the Em-
ror %,

Puisiz early difplayed fagacity, -prudence, and application :
and difcovered likewife a difpofition wonderfully fuited to the
religious inflrultions which he reccived. His mind, being na-
turally ferious and thoughtful, gave a ready admittance o all
the fentiments of that illiberal fuperflition, which formed, at
that time, the diftinguithing chara@ter of the Spanith Eccle-
fialics.

Ar the age of fixteen, he efpoufed Mary, a princefs of Por-
tweal; who died in lefs than two years after her marriage, in
childbed; when fhe was delivered of Don Carlos, whofe un
happy fate will be related in the fequel,

PurLir continued to refide i Spain, and was intrufted with
the adminifiration of the kingdom, til the year one thoufand
five hundred and forty-cight. At that time, he was called by
his father into the Low Countrics; where he arrived, in the
inning. of the following year, with & numerous retinue of
Spanifh nobles.  Upon his entrance into Brufltls, s he was
ver defirous to maintain the appearance of extraordinary piety,
he went fiet to the cathedral church, to render thanks to the
Almighty for his prefersation s and then proceeded to the pa-.
lace. * Afier pafling fome days there with the Emperor, who,
in all his behaviour, difcovered that fond affedtion, which is
natural to/a perfon in the decline of life, towards an only fon, e,
fet out to vifit the principal cities in the Low Countrics, accome

* Hareas Ay Belgi, 5. p. s7c. - Caber Vi e Filppe I, b 1, . 1,
2 § ‘panied
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PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN. 3
panied by the Regent, his aunt, the Queen Dowager of Huan-

gy

Noriine could exceed the pomp with which he was cvery ¥
where eceived. In prefents, enterainments, illuminations, and
tournaments, immenfe fums were expended. The citics vied with
each other in difplaying that magnificence which their indufiry
had enabled them to attain ; and the people gave every where the
frongeft demonfirations of their attachment .

Bur Philip in the midftof thofe eenes of felvity which were i mpore

exhibited for his amufement, and which were o well caleulated to ™"
gratify a young, ambitious mind, could not conceal the natural
aufterity of his temper. The Flemings obferved, with ansiety,
that there was a fiiking contralt between the father and the fon.
Charles was courteous and affable, but Philip, they perceived,
t, haughty, and fevere. The former could fpeak with
facilty the principal languages of Europe, and ufed to difcoutfe
famsliarly with all bis fubjeds; the Tatter had declined learning
€0 fpeak any other but the Spauifh tongue, converled litdle with
the inbabitants of the Low Countrics, and was almoft inacceffible
0 all, but the Spanifh riobles. | He lived in. every refpect as he
had been wont. to do in Spain, wore a Spanifh drefs, and refufed
t0 conform, in any thing, to the modes and cufioms of the Ne-
therlands *.

Tints behaviour, equally ungracious and impalitie; made: deep. Tt et
impreffion on the minds of the Flemings, and created in them a 2505 '
Jealoufy of the Spaniards, which they did not fiudy to conceal.

‘Charles having required the States to fivear allegiance to Phil
s they had formerly done to imfelf, they rejeéted his requeft;
and refufed to. acknowledge Phil ¢ of fuccelion, il he
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HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

engaged to exclude all forcigners from any fhare in the govern-
ment of the provinces. And even to this nothing would have
made them agree, but their refpect for the Eaperor, and the awe
in which they ftood of his power; for, if the diflemper, under
which Charles laboured at this.time, had proved mortal, it was
believed, hey would have excluded Philip from the fovercigaty,
and conferred it on Maximilian his coufin, fon of Ferdinand King
of Hungary and Bohemia *.

Froar the Low Countries the Emperor carried his fon into
Germany, in order to facilitate the exccution of a feheme, which
he had lately formed; of having him eleted King of the Romans.
In the year one thoufand five hundred and thirty, Charles had
procured that dignity for his brother Ferdinand; but having now.
a fon grown up to maturity, of whofe talents for government he
entertained the moft favourable opinion, he repented of what e
had done in behalf of his brother; and refolved, in cafe he would
not refign, to endeavour to perfuade the Ellors to annul his
eletion.

Bur Philip’s manners were not lefe difgufting in Ger-
many, than they had been in the Netherlands; and forved
rather to alienate the affections of the Germans, than to con-
ciliate their favour.  His demeanour there was cqually diftant,
seferved, and havghty. He fuffered even princes of the higheft
rank to remain uncovered in his prefence;and, in all his beha-
viour, affe€ied a degree of flate and dignity. which the Empe-
rors. themfelves had never been accuftomed to- affume,  The
Germans dreaded the dominion of one whofe behaviour, even
when he wds courting their favou, was f cold and diftant: They
sefufed to liflen to the Emperor’s propofal; and they were con-
firmed in their refolution of rejecting it, partly, by their remem..
brace of the calamities which they had fuffred from confersing

© Memoises de Ribier, tom. . p. 219. & Pars 1666,

the
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the T

crown on Charles, whofe power had proved almoft B 0,0
fatal to their liberty; and partly,. by their attachment to Ferdic s
nand, joined with the affection which they bore to Maximilian;
whofe charaéler and manners were entirely the reverfe of thofé of
Philip.

CuarLEs was not of a temper to be eafly diverted from his
defigns 3 and, being confeious of the great fuperiority which he
Had lately acquired; from his triumph over the confederacy of
Smalkalde, he doubted not of being able to compel the ele@ors to
make choice of his fon, provided he could prevail on Ferdinand
torelign. To cffeciuate this, e applied himfIf with all that
carnclines and ardour which le commonly difcovered in the profe-
cution of his fehemes. Nothing but the intoxication of profperity
could fave infpired a prince of © great fagacity as Charles, with
the Hopes of fucceeding in fo chimerical an attempt. Ferdinand
Timfelf was in the full vigour of life; and, confidering the de-
dmmg flate of his brother’s health, his profpec of the Imperial

ity was not diftant : his fon had been educated with the vies
of ‘auaining the fime exalted fation after his father’s death; and,
B great popularity of bis charaer, he had juft ground to
entertain the moft fanguine expeétations of fuccefs.” Charles might
eafily have perceived,  that no arguments which he could employ
would perfade either the father or the fon to forego a profpect
fo alluting.  Accordingly, although he had, on all former occa-
fions, found his brother’s bebaviour towards him refpectful and
complying aud, to give greater weight o his prefént application,

i his ifer'the Q
of Hungarys to whom his brother was indebted for the crowns of
Hungary and Bohemia; yet Ferdinand withflood all his fifler’s
eatreaties, and rejected all the offers of compenfation which were
made to bim. Charles had given his'daughter in marrisge to
1

Maximilian,
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HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

Maximilian, and intrufled him with the government of Spain,
during. Philip's abfence, in order to_ footh him under the difup-
pointment which he was preparing for him, and to remove him
toadiftance from Germany, when his father's affeétion was about
t© be put to the trial. This young Prince was greatly alarmed
when be eard of the defign. which was carrying on agaiaf him;
and having left Spain, and returned to Germany, he omiltted no-
thing in his power, to confirm his father’s purpofe, and to render
it unalterable,  Charles favw at Iat the neceffity of dropping, for
the prefent, the profecution of his fcheme and Philip left Ger-
many, much diffstisfied with the Ele@ors, and other German
princes, but with none more than with his kinfinen !,

Frou Germany he returned to Spain, where he held the re-
geney of the kingdom, and acquitted. himeIf of his charge, in
fuch a manner as led his fabjeds to form a favourable opiaion of
his prudence, his indufiry, and his capacity for government. But
the cotemporary hiflorians: have mentioned no. particulars of his
conduét during this period, that deferve to be recorded, He re-
mained in Spain: tll his marriage with the queen of England, in
the year one thoufand five hundred and fifey-four,

No fooner was Maty, daughter of Henry VIIL feated on the
throne, than Charles, whofe ruling paffion, towards the clofe of
his reign, was to aggrandife his fon, conceived the defign of
uniting England to bis other dominions, by the marviage of Philip
with the qucen. - Had Philip declined this match, it was believed,
that Charles would have offered himfIf to Mary, rather than hase
Iof fo jnviting an opportunity of augmenting his power, But
the fon was not lefs governed by ambition than the fathers and

i Trent, B, 3.

© Lud. Guiccard
T a0 Roy de France

€ 15. Thuiaus, b, v
i, Jly 23, 1550,

. 128, Pallvical Tieria d Con
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3 PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN. [

adily confented, at the age of enty=fix, to masry a princes of 0,0 K
thirty-feven, difigreeable in her temper and manners, e
Ter perfon, and entirely deflitate of every female charm

Witan Charles found that Philip vas not averfe to the mar-
riage, he immediately difpatched a meffenger to the court of Lon-
don to propofe it ; and Mary hefitated not a moment in declaring
her confent. . Philip’s bigotrys which rendered him unamiable in
the eyes of others, recommended him to her.  She was cver
ftrongly attached to her mother's family; and fhe confidered how
much fo powerful an alliance would enable her to execute her fa-
vourite féheme of extirpating herefy from her dominions.

Many's fubjedts had not the fme reafons with their fovereign. Oucon of
to.make them fond of this aliance. . They had beheld; for more Lra!
than thirty years, that reflels ambition with which the emperor
wias acuated : and they now received a firiking proof of Philip's
inordinate thirft after. power, by his agrecing fo readily to the
intended marriage, to which there was nothing but motives of
ambition that could allure him,  They were all well acquaiat-
ed with his private. chura@er, and the  prejudices w!
haughty demeanour had, a few years before, created againft him
in Germany and, the Netherlands. They dreaded the confe-
quences of having their queen, whofe temper was naturally rigid
and fevere, united to.a prince of fo imperious a charadter. They
trembled at the thoughts of the danger to which their liberty and
independence would be expofed; and they were filled with the
‘moft difquicting apprehenfions of falling under the dominion of
the Spaniards; a nation noted for their violent ufe of power in:
the Netherlands and Italy, infamous for the barbarities which
they had excreifed over the natives of Ametica, and diftinguifhed,

& Ribier, o . . 4572
above
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HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

above ll other nations, for their bigotted attachment to the churcly
of Rome:

To quiet thefe alatms, Charles had recourfe to different expe-
dients. He prevailed on Mary to fufpend her perfecution of the
Proteflants ; and to refime the tide of Supreme Head of the
Church, which fhe had laid afide fome months before, He fene
over immenfe fums of moncy to.be:diftributcd among the meim=
bers of parliament; and he ordered the marriage articles o be
drawa . terms the moft honourable and advantageous to Mary
and her fubjets.

B thefe articles it was provided, that Philip thould have only
the name of King, while the fovereign'power fhould remain ene
e in the hands of Mary ; that no forcigner fhould be admitted
into any public’ employment; no innovation made in the laws
20d cufoms, and no violation offered o the rights of privileges of
the nation;ttist England:thould not, in confequence of the mar-
riage, be involved in any war between France and Spain; that the
‘heirs of the marriage fhould not only inierit the Netherlands and
England, but, in the; eveat of Don Carlow's dying without ifue,
fould fucceed to the:crown of Spain, and to'the reft of Philip's
hereditary dominions; and that if the queen fhould die without
iffue, Philip fould have no claim to any fhare in the government
of England, but the erotwn of that kingdom fhould devolve imme-
diately to the lawful heir &

Tingss concelfons were not altogether withaut efect,  They
did not indeed entirely difpel the apprehenfions that were enter:
tained; and many perfons. thought-that the more advantageous
the conditions offered were, there was fo much the greater reafon
for fupeting that Gharles and bis fon had o ferious intention to

3 Bemerd Re pre . 5. 2845 s Camy vl s . 297
* Bermers Hid. of e REr pare Wi 1. 360r Guncy b, a0
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fulfl them. Bt they firnified the couttiers, and other partizas
of the ‘Spanifh match; swith:fpecious argumeats in. its defen
and (deprived. thofe; who il remained averfe o, ity of any
‘plaufible pretext under which. they mighthave proéured an affo;
ciation againft it. | This was attemipied ‘by Sir Tliomas Wiat and
others, wh fisceeded fo far, as to perfuade feveral nndreds of the
peoplertotake up armas 3 but this inconfiderable,and ill concerted
infurredtion was quickly fupprefled, and fesyed only, o confirm that
‘power of, the quee to,difpoe. of. hetfElf in maniage, which the
maleontents intended o have controuled ',
- Evray obllacle: being remareds and  the articles, of marriage
ratified by parlisteits Mary ' now employed: her@lf in preparing
for the seception of her future hufband ; for whom; although
fhe had never feen him,  fhe had conceived fo-violent a paflion, as
filled her mind with the moft anxious impatierice for his arrival.
She was, a¢ the fame time, extremely mortified st his coldncfs
towards her ; and complained; that, althoughifhelhed bireadily
confented to beflow upe hir both her kingdom and herfelf, he
had never vouchfafed to write her a letter on the fubject; or tol (2
iy hee as to the caufes of i’ délay in coming to Englind. A€
length he feat the Marquis De las Navas to inform het that every
thing was in readinefs for his leaving Spain. But before his de-
‘parture, the Spanih hiftorians relate, that, having vifited the fhrine
of S, Jago in Galicia, he there heard mafs with much devorior
hudlpg ‘on the ground, withiout allowing the monks to fiirriilh
vith a cufhion ; and recommending Bimfelf o the p-cmamn
“patron fainc'.

H fet fail from Corunna, in the beginniag of July, one thou-
find five hundred and ifty-four, and arrived at Southumpton,

 Bumes, p 262, G 11 Gard by i 333, Giber, . . 40
Ve G aft
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after a profperons voyage, on the 1gth or soth of the fume
month.  In a few days afier his arrival, the marriage ceremony
was performed at Winchefter; where Philip received, from the
emperor's ambaffador, the inveftiture of Naples, Sicily, and Milan,
together with the titular kingdom of Jerufalem; all which Charles
zefigned 1o him on this occafion, as a teftimony of the joy and
fatisfa@tion which the marriage afforded kim, and in order to ren-
de his fon a hufband more worthy of his roal fpoufe *.

Havixe brought with him a numerous train of Spanif nobie
Jity, Philip Rudicd to dazzle the eyes of the Englih, by the pomp
and fplendour of his public appearances, and to gain their affec.
tions by Lis libeality. But he could nor, with all his endeavours,
hide the blemifhes of his charafler. His natural referve and
haughtinels il appeared in all his demeanour. He was too much
2 Spaniard t0 relifh any thing that was not Spanifh.  He could,
on no occafion, comply with. the manners of the Englith, e
fuffered even the chicf nobility to remain in his prefeace without
taking any notice of them . allowed no perfon to approach him
without haviog previoully obtained permiffion; and thus made
Dimfelf difficult of accefs, even to thofe whofe favour he wifhed to
conciliate or fecure,

Iz foon appeared, how little he was fatisfied with that article
of his mariage-treaty, by which he was excluded from the go-
vernment. . At his defire, and in order to gain his affetions,
which Mary regarded more thancither the intereft of her
People, or even her own importance in the Kingdom, fhe re.
quelted of the parliament to declare him the prefumptive heir of

- Burett Rel. .. b 2. Care, b el p. 313, Summonte Hi di Nigal Hbro
500 e 263
& Bumeds Hifl, of he Ref v. i p. 285, Care, b 17, . 313,
o Hiscomige” iy B Bret,  was o, ht h g i and i Spniarde
+ wat e of the geat diverons o goeen Elizabec'scourt,
the
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PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN.

the crown, and to commit the adminiftration of the flate into his
‘hands.

Bort oufes had hitherto fhewn themfelves: extremely obfe-
quious to her will3 but they faw now the necefity of putting an
end to their compliances. They eafily perceived. the fpiric and
tendency of he demands, znd confidered.them 28 an, indubitable
proof of et determined purpofe to gratify her hufband's ambi-
tion, withont regard to the fatal confequences that might
follow. They rejected both her requefts. Although they had
confented to Philip's bearing the title of King, they would not
agree to the teremony of his coronation ; and they obftinately
refufed to afi the Emperor in the war which he was carrying on
againft France®,

Mo overcome the prejudices, which, from this condud of the
parliament, Philip perceived were eotertained againl him, he re-
folved to curb his natural difpofition, and to affume the appearance
of moderation.  With this defign, he obtained from Mary the re-
leate of feveral perfons of diftin@tion, whom fhe had thrown into
prifon, on fufpicion of their ifftifadtion to her government. But
thece was no part o hi il
vourof the Englifh, than his protedion of the lady Elizabeth; againft
whom Mary ¥ad given fuch proofs of jealoufy and refentment, as
sendered the nation estremely anxious with regard to the life of
that princefs. It was unfortunate, however, for Philip, that the
favous which he fhowed towards Elizabeth admitted of an intéf=
pretation very different from what he cxpedied would have been.
‘put upon it,  Men were no inclined to aeribe to-generofity, in a
prince of his interefted charaer, an aétion to which he muft have
been prompted by, this political confideration, that i Elizabets

o cure. pi3ts. A
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12 HISTORY OF THE REIGN QF

TOOK were cat off, ahd Mary toidiesivithént'iffuc, England, would be
- inherited by the queen of Seots: by whofe marriage with, the
Dauphin, Both the crowa’ of ‘Scatland and of England would be
united t0 that of France”.

Maiy had, fin order to ingratiate hesfelf with.the.pecple, and
10 ad¥anee the views of her hafband, fulpended her fereution of
tHeReformers. Bt Her zealand bigotey wereiton “violeat to be
Tong 'reftrained ; aiid Philip #as not inclihed, cithee Fom pria-
ciple’or tempé, € oppofe thofe fanguinary meatutes which fhe was
now determined to parfue. Courts no'lefy arbitrary than the Spanith
Tnquifition were inftituted ; and the fuiric batbarotis ptinifhments,
which that tribunal’ dédbutces, ‘were inflicted ‘on ‘great numbers
of perfons without diftin@ton of cicher age or fex.'No perfon
doubed that Mary was of herlelf fufficieinly prone 16 employ
thofe dreadful feverities which were exercifed; bt as-all et
Kancw How implicitly fie'was devoted to et Tiufband's wil, they
could not help confidering them 46 the eonfequence of éither his
advice or his approbation . Philip was fenfible of the odium to
which e was expofed ; aad, in order to'remove or leffenit, e
‘had reconrfe to_ the ridiculous expedient of making his confeflor,
a Francifcan Friar, deliver before him, & fermon in favour 6f

toleration". " But notwithftanding ' this artifice, ‘which was too
grofs to impofe upon any  perfon, and’ though Philip fetdor
appeaced apenly t 4G a pact iy dhe adminifiration, dhe prepol-
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PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN,

felfions again®t him fill remained. Al his condué was behel
with an cye of watchful jealoufy and diftruft; nor vias it pofible
for Mary to obtain any highes conccffion. from the parliament in
his favous, than this, that if the fhould die, and leave il behind
Ter, Philip fould be proteQor during the minority.

For feveral months, this conceffon was not deemed fo infigni-
ficant 28 it afterwards proved; | A belief prevailed throughout the
Kingdom, that Mary was with child, and Philip, and even Mary
‘er@I£ believed ", Philip remained in England while there was
any reafon to entertain hopes of fo defirable an event; which
‘might have realized that power at which he had afpired ever fince
his arrjval in that kingdom. ~ But whea thofe appearances, which
gave rife to the belef of Mary's pregnancy, were found (o be no-
Thing but the approach of a droply ; when all profpeét of her ever
having children was annibilated, and her anxiety for offspring,
joined with her natural. fournefs and jealoufy, had preyed upon
her healthy and rendered her pefon, as well as her converfation,
difagreeable; Philip left England, afier having faid in it four-
teen months, and pafled over o the Netherlands -

Tiere the emperor was preparing to exccute a relolution
\which he had formed of refigaing bis. dominions, in order
to'pafh the remainder of his life in retirement. At the time of
Philip's martiage with the Queen of England; he had ceded to him
e kingdomof Naples, and the Dutchy of Milan s and had litle
seafon to be fatisficd with his fon’s behaviour towards i, aficr
giving fo firong @ proof 6f s paternal affection and munificence.

o o Al reprt s fpresd o he wae ststly dlvred of 2 on
Londen wire s s sivgirg. Bfies wete bt up vy et of the
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HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

BOOK Philip, befides refuling to come over to Flanders, where Charles
——

defizous of fecing him, unlef he were invefled with fome
authority in that country, during his abode in it, infifled, that the
grant of h Tulian States fhould be sbiolute and unconditional
and no fooner had he entered upon the offefion of them, than he
difplaced his father's minifters, in order to make room for crea-
tures of his own. This undutiful behaviour did not deter the
emperor from refoling to refign to his fon all the reR of his
dominions.  On the contrary, it appears to have been his prin-
cipal motive in forming this refolution; s it gave him a clear dif.
covery of Philip's imperious temper, und thewed that he had now
reduced bimfelf to the difagreeable alernative, of cither contende
ing with him, or of yielding to him *.

LA Charles enjoyed the fame vigour, eithet of body or of mind),
aehich he poffeffed fome years before, it is probable that Philip's
behaviour would have operated wpon hims very differently, and
have determined him to abridge, rather than to augment, his fon's
power.. But finding himfelf worn out, pary by the excruciating
pain which he had long fuffercd from frequent returns of the
gout, and pardly by his inceffine adtvity, and continual appli-
cation to bufinels, he perceived that he muf, for the future,
cither truft to his miniflers, which he had hitherto avoided; or
fink ere long under the weight of the goverament of fo many
States as were fubjet <o his dominion. 1t was therefore become
necellary for him to difengage himfif from, at leaft 2 part of
thofe cares which opprefled him. ~ IF Philip's ambition. had been
more moderate o his tempe of mind more complying, Charles
might have invefted him with the chief branchies of adminiftratin
a0d have il reained the fupreme authority ; or, after refigning

* LBrehue, p 24,35, Summonts T . p. 263,
©
.
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t0 him the fovereignty of a part of his dominions, he might 30,0 K

heve referved the remainder in his own hands; but he forefaw that ———

Philip's temper would, in either of thefe cafes, have proved the
fourco of continual uacafinels to him; and this he could not, with
digaity, avoid, by any other means, than by retiring from the
world, and making an ablolute ceffion of his whole dominions *,

DerErMiNED by thele motives, he refigned the fovercigaty of
the Low Countries in Oqober 1555, and that of Spain in the
month of January immediately following.  But he retained pof-
felfon of his Imperial crowa for feveral months longer, til he had
made another fruitlefs attempt to perfuade his brother to relinquilh
his claim to the empire, in behalf of Philip. - Charles was retiring
from the world under a convidion of the vaity of human great=
nefs, et i was as folicitous to fecure an acceflion of that great-
el to his fon as if he had believed that it conflituted the fu-
preme felicty of man,  His own experience had furnifhed him
with the firongeft proof, that dominions fo widely extended, con=
ferred the appearance of power more than the fubftance or reality ;
that they aze the fource of continual and diftracting anxiety ; that
they engage the poffeior in enterprifes beyond his firength, and
that the right government of them is a tafk above the capacity of
any individual: yet he defired nothing fo much, as to load his
fon with that burden, which he himfelf had found intolerable, and
‘under which he had fimk long before the period when old age
obliges men to quit the feencs of a@ive life. Chares had long:
foftered that prepofterous ambition of princes, which prompts them
1o the purfui of power, without regard to the great end for which
alone it is defirable, the happinefs of their fabjets : and it wis
become impoffible for him entirely to diveft himfelf of this paffion,
although he was determined never more to indulge it.

B 4SS
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Tr is much eafier to enter into the motives from which he acted,
with refpect to another part of his condu at this time. Pre-
vioufly to his abication, he had been exceedingly defirous to have
peice eftablithed France, in order to give his fon leifure to
récaver his dominions from that exhaufted flae to which his own
continual wars, together with the fums tranfmitted to England,
had reduced them. In this, however, all his attempts had hitherto
failed. But, having been detined in the Low Countris by fick=
nefs and the feverity of the feafon, much longer than he intendeds
e had the fatisfaction, before his departure, to employ his endea<
vours fuccefsfully in effeuating the truce of Vaucelles : and, bex
fore the expiration of that truce, there was ground to hope, that
the feveral poiats of difference between his fon and the French
‘monarch would be amicably adjufted. Soon after this, he fet out
for his retreat in Spain: where, having buried, in the folitude of
of a convent, all his fchemes of glory and ambition; he feldom
inquired, or even fuffered his domeflcs to inform him, concerning.
what was paffing in the world ",

7 Ginone, tom.

s,
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OTWITHSTANDING Charles was difappointed in his
fcheme of tranfinitting the empire to his fon, Philip was

£ill the moft powerful monarch of the age. In Europe, befides
the united kingdoms of Caftile, Arragon, and Navarre, he pof-
feffed the ingdoms of Naples and Sicily, the Dutchy of Milan,
Franche-Compté, and the Netherlands; in_ Africa, Tunis, Oran,
the Cape-Verd, and the Canary Iflands; in Afia, the Philippine
and Sunda Iflands, and a part of the Moluccas; and in At
the empires of Peru and Mexico, New Spain and Chil befdes
Hifpaniola, Cuba, and many other of the American iflands. The

* mines of Mexico, Chili and Potofi, were, at the time of Philip's
secelfion, a fource of greater wealth than almoft all the other
princes in Europe were poffefled of! His fleet was much more

* They brovght bim 25,000,000 of gulldres yestly, Mo,
VoI D numerous
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numerous than that of any other European power. His troops
were better difeiplined, and more acculomed to war and victory :
and they were commanded by the ableft and moft experienced
generals of the age.

Suc extenfive power, and fuch eopious refources, could not
but appear extremely formidable to the other European States 3
efpecially when they refleéted upon the dark, imperious charadter
of the prince to whom they belonged. For although Philip had
neither his father's valour, nor his enterprifing aivity, yet he
was plodding, induficious, and penetrating. ' He had already
fhewn that his ambition was not lefs ardent than that of the
emperor; and it was the more to be dreaded, as it was concealed
under the cloak of fervent zeal for the iatereft of religion.

But how much foever Philip's power and charadler were
fitted 1o excite jealoufy in the neighbouring fates, there were
Few of them, at that period, in a_condition to countera@ his e
figns. ‘The Englifh had, fince Mary's accelion, loft much of
that importance in Europe, which they had enjoyed for half a
century before. ‘Commerce was cither neglected, or opprelled;
heir troops were undifiplined, and difufed to ‘war; and their
mavy was in the moft laoguifhing condition. During Philip's re-
fidence among them, they had given proof of their native fpirie
of independence, by refufing to admit him to any fhare of the
adminifiration ; but they had, in every thing €lfe, hewn theme
felves tamely fibmiffive to the will of their weak, bigotted queen s
aud there was ground to apprehead, that,inflead of oppofing, they
would be compelled by her to afit him, in the exccution. of any
violeat or hoftle plan, which his ambition or bigotry might
‘prompt him to purfuc.

HE had no greater reafon to.expe@ oppofition from Germany
than from England. For whatever difgult his competition with

¢ Ferdinand
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Ferdinand for the Tmperial crown might have created, there was
0 probability that i would ever occafion any vislent diffenfion,
t yet fully,
fettled in the poffelfon of Flungary. He was difquicted with
apprehenfions that the. Sultan would ere, long renew Hoftlitics
againlt him in that kingdom ; and, in erder to provid againft
this. event, and fecure to himfelf that fupporty of which, in cafe
it thould happen, he would fland in need, he laboured afidu-
oufly to eftablifh concord among the feveral prinocs of the
Germanic body, and to compofe the animofities which the dif-
ferences in religion had produced.

‘PorTraAL had, at this time, reached the fummit of its profpe-
rity.and glory Thofe diftoveries and conquefts n the moft diftant
regions of the globe, which had advanced that Kingdom to a rank
fo much fiperior to what it held before, were, almofl completed.
But John the Third, under. whofe government, and aufpices fo
‘preat-a number of difcoverics and, conguells had been made, was
now in the decline of life ; beloved by his people; refpected by
his neighbourss and-only folicitous to mainiaia peace, and to ren-
der his fubjects happy-

T thrones of Deamark and Sweden were illed by Chrifliern
thie Third and Guftavus Vafa. Under the juft and mild ad-
miniftration of the former monarch, Denmark was beginning to
secover from that exhaufted fate to. which civil diffeafions, the
calamities of foreign war, and the oppreffion of an odious tyrant
Tately dethroned, had reduced it: while the Swedes, who, under
Guftaviis, had thrown off the yoke of the neighbouring kingdom,
and beflowed their crown upon their brave deliverer, were enjoy-
ing under him the fiveats of liberty, and laying the foundation of
that. greatnefs to. which. they afterwards atiined. Neither of
thefe nations, however, were yet in s condition iy take a part in

Dz the

or open rupture between them. Ferdinand was
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the afluirs of the other European powers; and the patriotic
princes who ruled over them, found fufficient employment in
eftablifliing tranquillity within their kingdoms.

I Ttaly, the dominions of the church, lately much diminifhed

y the grant which Paul the Third had made of the Dutchies of
Parma and Placentia to Oiavio Farnefe his grandfon, were fhut
up between the Dutchy of Milan on the one Hand, and the
kingdom of Naples on the other, The fovereign Pontiff, there-
fore, was more dependent on Philip, than upon any other prince,
and was much more likely to find his intereft in courting that
monarch’s favour, than in promoting any feheme of oppofition to-
his defigns.

Coso de Medic, duke of Tufeany, had been greatly indebted
to the late emperor for the fovereignty which he enjoyed; and
his dominions were, by the emperor's favour and his own wife
policy, become fo confiderable, that only the viceroy- of Naples,
or the governor of Milan, could give him any juft ground of
uncafinefs. Both gratitude and intereft feemed to call on that po-
Jitical prince to attach himfelf 10 the king of Spain, and to culti~
vate his friendhip.

Ocravio de Farnefe, duke of Parma, had been deprived of
the dutchy of Placentia by the emperor; and Philibest Emanuely
duke of Savoy, had been ftript, in his father's lifetime, both of
Savoy and Piedmont, by the French. Without ‘the favour of
Philip, ncither of thefe two princes had any profpect of ‘recover-
ing his dominions.

Tas republic of Venice, formerly fo powerful and ambitious,
had, after the league of Cambray, difeovered the folly of their
ambition; and they now adhered ftedfalily to the cautious
maxim of maintaining a fi& neutrality in all the quarrels of
the European powers; whofe friendhip, and efpecially that

VYA.BHSC
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of Philip, they were folicitous' to_ fecure, s the only means by ' 3,0 K
which the jnvafions of their formidable enemy, the Turkih Sul- \—~—

tan, could be repelled.

Fron this view of the European States at the time of Philip's orFurce.

aceeffion, it is evident  there 'Was no other counterpoife in
Chriftendom to his powver, but France: which was not indeed
of fo great extent as Philip's' dominions, but poffelfed fuch ad-
vantages in its fituation, in its people, and in its overnment, as
made it at leat the fecond kingdom in Europe, and qualified it ©
ferve as 4 bulwark ofthe general liberty, againft the power of
Spain. Although the frontier of this mighty monarchy did not
reach fo far as it dods at prefent, yet it extended from the Britifh
Channet to the Meditcrranean and Tuly, and from the Pyrences to
Germany and the Netherlands ; and, through all that fpace, was
unmixt with the territories of any other fiates lying between
Philip's dominions in Spain or Italy, and the Netherlands; a
the time of war, rendering it difficult for his troops in one e
countries, to co-operate with thofe ia the other.

Durixo the reigns of feveral princes, the French nation had Gl

oyl

been accuftomed almoft perpetually to the ufe of arms, and had
never become fufficiently acquainted either with the arts, oc with
the fiveets of peace, 1o be averfe to wari ‘The fpirit of chi-
valry, the heroie valour, and romantic love of military fame,
which, whilft the feudal government fubfited, proved the fource
of fo many calamities to the kingdom, fill animated in a high
degree the French nobility ; but having taken a

inftead of engaging them in hofllicies againl one another, it in-
Hlamed them with the landable ambition of courting toil and dan-
ger in fupport of the glory.of the nation and the crown.

Haniy the Sccond, who governed this warlike people, had Heo It

alteady fhewn himfelf poffeied of no inconfiderable fare of
that
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BQOK. that ardent and ambitious fpirit -by which his father was fo
e

st

eminently diftinguithed. He had not indeed the bold military
genius of Francis; but this defet in his character was abundantly
fupplied by his generals: among whom were the Marefchal de
Brifac, the conqueror-of Piedmont the Conflable Montmorency,
{o much celebrated for his heroic valour, and Francis of Lorrain
duke of Guife, who had lately acquired immortal honour by his
defence of Metz againft the emperor.

Hlenry was formidable, from his connexions with foreign
powers, as well as on account of his internal refources. The
queen of Scots having been educated at his court, and  betrothed
10 his eldeft fon, her kingdom was likely to become a province
of France. And, in imitation of his father, he had courted affi=
duoufly the friendfhip of the Swifs, and entered into a ftriet alli=
ance with.the Sultan ; as from the former he might, in cafe of a
rupture with Spin, receive affifance by land, and from the latter.
by fea, on the coafls of Spain andTualy.

Tt appeared, almoft from the beginning of Henry’s reign, that
he had thoroughly imbibed his father’s paffions, his ambition to
recover poffeffion of thofe Italian dominions which had occafioned
£o many bloody wars, and his jealoufy of the Spanith or Auftrian
power and greatnes.

PronPTED by thefe paffions, he had, in the year one thoufand
five hundred and fifty-one, taken O@avio Farnefe, dukc of
Parma, under his protetion, in oppofition. both to the pope
and to the emperor. And he had entered into a league againtt
Charles, with the Proteflant princes in Germany: than which,
e could not have given a fironger demonfiration of his jealoufy
of the emperor; fince the principal end of this alliance was, to
fave from ruin in Germany, that religion, the profeffors of which
he had perfecuted in France with unrelenting rigour. The war

which
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‘which was the confequence of this alliance, continued with various
fuccefs, till'a flop was put to it for @ few months by the truce
‘of ‘Vaucelles above mentioned. By this truce the contending
parties were to retain pofiéfion of their conquells for five years,
wnlels their refpective clsims were adjufled before the expiration
of that term. Fhis was the pm\clpal article; and, i virtue of
it ot only'Metz and “Toul and Verdun, which ‘rendered France
fectre on the German frontier, but almoft the whole of Savoy
and Piedmont!(the eforation of which the emperor was'in ho-
sioue bound to procire to the duke of Savoy), were to remain in
the hands of the French. Gharles would never have confented
to this condition, whichhe had rejécted when it was propofed in
the preceding year, had he not thought it neceflary that his
fon flould enjoy fome years of peace. Henry, on the other hand,
had the higheft reafon to be futisied ; yet it was by him the truce
was violated. /Into this meafure, of which he had much reafon.
aftéruvixds to repent, e was drawn, partly by that hereditary am-
bition, Which'Had impelled fo many of his predecéffors to attempt
1o gain a footing in Ttaly, and partly by the intercfied counfels of
he family of Guife; but chiefly by the folcitations and importu=

sty of the fovereign pontiff
Paus. the Fourth, one of the moft fingular charaers of the
“age, and whofe condut furnifhed, at this time, a firking con-
raft 1o thit of the éiperor, had been lately advanced to the
pipacy ; ‘after Hasving paffed the greatelt pare of his lfe either
iy the Rudy of the learned languages and feholaflic theology, ‘or
o the auftefities of a cloifter. Born of the family of Caraffaia
the 'Kitigdoin of Naples, he had in his youth enjoyed feveral
sich preferineats, and been employed as a nuncio in Naples, in
Spain, and in England. Bt having grown tired of this public
Jife, he had relinquifhed the paths of ambition' refigned his bene-
8 Sices;
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ices; inflitated an order of Monks, and lived, for feveral years,
in i@ conformity to the rigid rules which be preferibed them.
Paul the Third with difficulty perfusded him to quit his retire-
ment, and accept of the dignity of Cardinal : nor would he have
been induced to comply” with the pope’s requelly by any other
motive, but the hope of contributiog towards the extirpation of
the Lutheran herefy ; againft which he had cver fhewn the moft
furious and bigotted zeal. He was the oldeft cardinal when
Marcellus died; and this circumflance had ferved not a litle to
promote his election ; as it flattered the other competitors with the
Profpe of feeiag, ere long, another vacancy in the papal chair,

Bur his advanced age had given him neither moderation nor
prudence, nor any ufeful acquaintance with -the world.  He
talked perpetually of the power belonging o the fuccelfor of St.
Peter, and of his fuperiority to princes, in terms that might have
been fuffered in the dark ages of the church, but which, from
the revolution men’s fentiments had lately undergone, appeared,
even to his courtiers, ridiculous and extravagant, I all his
demeanour he difcovered a degree of haughtinefs, that aftonifhed
thofe who obferved it; and he began his pontificate at the age of
feventy-nine, with an impetuofity and violence feldom to be met
with in the ardor of youth®,

Hz bad loog held a diffinguifhed charater for fanélity of
manners, and difinterefled zeal for the honour of the Holy See;
but having now attained the higheft dignity to which he could
afpire, and having no longer any reafon to difguife his fenti-
ments, he devoted himfelf, with a blind attachment, to his ne-
phews, and feemed to have no other aim, in the exercife of his
pontifical power, than to advance their interefs, and afit them

¥ E. Pl b, v, Onugt

avion viea Bali 1V Thl, 1. xv,
Hil of the Ref, part
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in the exceution of their ambitious defigas. *Unfortunately for 7 G0 &

the peace of Europe, thcit ambition eould not be fatisfied ‘with
the dignities, which, as fiipreme pontiff, he had the power of
conferring; although he betowed on Count Montorio, his eldeft
nephew, the dukedom of Palliano, of which he had vilently dif*
poflefied Mark Antony Colonna; on the fecond, the government
of Rome, with the county of Bagno, ‘and the title of Marquis
of Montebello; and had made the youngeft a cardinal, and legate
of Bologna.  But thefe men afpired at fome fovercign or inde-
pendent eftablifhiment, fuch as had been procured by Leo and
Clement, for the Medici; and by Paul the Third, for the family of
Farnefe. ‘They faw 1o other means of accomplifhing their defign,
but by difpoffeffing the Emperor and his fon of their Italian domi-
mions: and to attempt this, both Paul and bis nephews were incited
by motives of refentment, as well a8 intereft. The younger Caraffa,
formerly a foldier, and one of the knights of Malta, though now
a cardinal, having, when he ferved in the emperor’s army in
Germany, challenged a Spanifh officer to fingle combat, Charles
bad put him under arreft; and afterwards, when the pope had
conferred on him the priory of St. Jerom in Naples, the empe-
ror's viceroy had prevented him from entering on the pofiefion
of it

Paut himGelf, during his refidence as'huncio in Spain, having
‘aequired the efteem of Ferdinand the Catholic, had been admitted
by him into the council of flate, and had retained his place there
after the aceelfion of Charles. But having on fome occafion fpoken
with t00 much freedom againft the emperor in the confflory at
Rome, Chatles had teflificd his difpleafire with him, by ordering
his name to be ftruck out of the Tift of counfellors.  Not fatisied

with this, he had firft oppofed his being admitted to the arch-

© Pullviio p-6o, Fatbe P, B v.
Vor. L. i R
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BOOX bifhopric of Naples, to which Paul the Third had prefented him,
—~ and afterwards, though Chatles was perfuaded by Julius the Third
to confent to his invefliture, yet he had molefled kim in the cxer-
cife of his juridiction ; and had exerted all his influence in the
conclave to prevent his advancement to the papal throne*,
THESE injuries made a decp impreffion on the proud and fiery
temper of the pontiff; nor was he Glicitous to conceal his ja-
dignation, Even in the prefence of the Gardinals of the Imperial
party, he ufed to inveigh biterly againft the emperor, and to join
menaces to his invetives; and, would fometimes add, that they
might inform their mafter, if they pleafed, of what he faid.
Ticeani- I is probable, however, that he would not have formed the re-
' folution of having recourfe to arms, had not his nephews, and par=
ticularly the cardinal, the moft ambitious and intriguing, employed
‘various artifices to deceive him. - They gave him information of
noturnal affemblies held in Rome, by the partifans of the cmpe-
ror, at which, meafures were concerted prejudicial to his aithoritys
they informed him of a detection which they had made, of perfons
hired by the emperor, to poifon, or affaffinate both him and them
and they carried him, intercepted letters writ in cypher, from
which, according to; the Cardinal’s interpretation, it appeared,
that fome fecret machinations were in agitation againft him among
the Imperial miniflers, B
By thefe and other means of the fume nature, they at once
i m?n fears, and inflamed his refentment; and he at length

v, in conformity with their advice, to endeavour to en-
068 the French king; whofe war with the emperor fill fubfifled,
© cnter intoa treaty of alliance with him againft the common
enemy,

4 Summonte, b, % p. 265, Pallricin, Ub. B Pa, b v,
1 Havine,
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Havino, with this view, called fuch of his courtiers as he con-
fided in, to:a fecret conference, at which he defired the French im=

balfador, Avanifon, to be prefents he informed them of the feveral
.

plots agaioft bim and his nephews; which had fortunately been
detetted, and lamented that, notwithflanding it had pleafed God to
appoint bim to be the common father of Chriflians, yet his child-
sen, by confpiring to accomplifh his defiruction, had. reduced
‘him to the painful neceffity of taking arms again® them, in order
to maiatain that fucred digaity with which he was invefied. And
he concluded with faying, that his hopes of deliverance from the
dangers which threatened him and the church, were founded prin-
cipally on. the power and zeal of his moft Chriftian Majefty.

Avanso replicd to this difcourfe, by affuring him that the
King and kingdom of France would be ready to devote themfelves
1o the defence of his facred perfon, and the Apoflolic See; and Paul
difmifled the affembly, afer obferving that he hoped ere long to
fee oz of the king’s fons in poffeffion of Naples, and another, of
the Dutchy of Milan.

Cararra the cardinal, impatient of delay, immediately fet on
foot a treaty betwveen his uncle and Avanfon ; and having, without
‘much difficulty, brought it to a conclufion, he tranfimitted it to the
court of France®,

Tuz moft important articles were thefe, That the king of
France thould take upon himfelf the protedtion of the pope, and
all the family of Caraffa: that the Pope fhould furaifh an army
of 16,000 men; and the king the fame, or a greater number, if
necefliry, to co-operate with the ecclefiaftical forces, in reftoring
Tiberty to Tufcany, and in expelling the Imperialits and Spa-

hogether

i nephews,
gl of e ncref of the Holy S, Pl b
Ea
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BOOK niards from the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily. And hat, in cafe
g it

their arms fhould be attended with fucceft; the pope fhould i~
mediately grant the invefliture of thefe kingdoms to a younger
fon of the Trench monarch ; referving for the Ecclefiaflcal State,
the city of Benevento, with its territory, and an annual tribute of
20,000 crowns ; befides an independent eflablithment, in the king-
dom of Naples, of 25,000 crowns, for the Count Montorio; and
another of 15,000 for Antonio de Caraffa .

Tits treaty met with fuch a reception at the court of France; as
Avanfon had given reafon to expett. Henry was allured by the
profpeét which it opened to him of acquiring thofe Italian domi=
nions, for which his predecefTors had fo often contended ; and was
of himfelf firongly inclined to comply with the pope’s propofuls.
The conflable Montmorency, ever bold, and often rafh in action,
but in counfel provident, circumfpedt, and cautious, cmployed
feveral 'cogent arguments to. diffuade him; and was warmly fo-
<onded by the cardinal of Tournon.

Taey obferved, that, as the emperor was about to refign his
dominions, it was highly probable, that cither a peace, or a truce
‘with Spain, might foon be eflablihed ; they reprefented how per-
nicious all thofe enterprifes in Ttaly had been, which Fenry's
anceftors had undertaken, in circumffances much more favourable
than at the prefent period, when the nation was exhaufied by a
Tong fucceffion of expenfive wars. And they endeavoured (o con=
‘vince him of the imprudence of unneceffarily prolonging war with
a prince poffeled of fo many refourees as the emperor, depending
‘on the fecble aid of a pope, at the age of cighty; after whofe death
thofe very forces on which he now relied, would probably be
saged on the fide of the encmy.

* Summonte, 1, x. p.278.
Hengy,
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‘Henry, who had been long accuftomed to pay the higheft defe-
rence to the conflable’s opinion, would have yiclded to thefe argu-
ments, had they ot been warmly oppofed by the duke of Guife,
and his brother the cardinal of Lorrain; who flattered the king's
ambition, and thereby obtained an eafy victory on this occafion over:
their rival.  Whether there was ground for the fufpicions which
were entertained, that Guife had formed a defign on the kingdom
of Naples, and the cardinal on the papal throne, it is impoffible to
decide; but, from the interefted and ambitious characers of thefe
men, there is reafon to believe, that neither a regard to the:
welfare of France, nor the glory of the king, determined them to
offer the counfel which they gave. They knew that the manage=
ment of the war, and the condudk of all the negociations relative
<0 it, would be put into their hands; and they hoped, if the
event were profperous, to enjoy in Italy, a more independent au-
thority than they could expedt to exercife in France, where they.
muft fubmit to perpetual controul from the prefence of the king,
or from their rivals in the court.

« So fiir an opportunity, faid the Gardinal, of recovering.
thofe dominions in Italy, which the crown of Spain has ufurped,
ought notto be neglected. Tt was from the fovercign pontiff that
the French monarchs had originally received their title to the Nea~
politan kingdom  and it would not be dificult for the king to aflere
‘his claim, wil the ily would,
by their credit and influence, engage the friends of France to fland
farth in defence of a caufe which their anceflors had (0 frenuoufly.
fupported.  And with regard to what had been faid of peace with
the emperor, as the profpe@t of it was extremcly precarious,
o it was not to, be fuppofed, that any benefit that would aceruc
Srom it, could be putin the balance with that acceffion of glory,

which.
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which the king, and: the French nation, would derive from the
propofed alliance.”

Tats fpecious, but flimfy declamation, produced the defired
effe@ on the improvident temper of the king. The cardinal of
Lorrain, agreeably to his expeSiations, was immediately ordered
10 repair to Rome; and the Cardinal of Tournon, though ex-
tremely averfe to the meafure adopted, was required to accom=
pany him. Not long afterwards the treaty was conclyded in
form, and both parties began fecretly to prepare for putting it in
exceution.

Bur Heory foon forgot the obligations which he had brought
himfelf under in this treaty; and, in lefs than two months after
it was figned, agreed to the truce of Vaucelles. The cardinal
of Lorrain was at that time in Italy; and the conflable, taking
advantage of his abfénce, reprefented to-the king in fo firong a
Jight, the beneit which would arife from the truce, as overcame
the refolution of that unfieady prince, and perfiaded him to
abandon thofe alluring profpedts with which he had been dazzled
and deccived. The Cardinal, after his laft audience of the pope,
was about to fet out from Rome, in order to folicit the duke of
Ferrara and the republic of Venice to accede to the alliance; when
intelligence was brought him from the court of France, that, in 2
conference held at Vaucelles for an exchange of prifoners, a truce,
with the condition of leaving both partics in poffcffion of their
conquefts, had been propofed by the Impreialifts. But he thought
it fo exceedingly improbable that either the emperor, or Philip,
wotild confent to this condition, that he @il perfifed in his jour=
ey, and left his information with the cardinal of Toutnon, to be
communicated to the pope. It made no greater impreflion on
Paul, than on the cardinal of Lorrain. He endeavoured to make

Tournon
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Tournon belicve, that fuch a truce would give him pleafure; but 30,0 %
it was an event, he faid, to be defired, rather than 10 be hoped s
for, or expedied.

Nor many days afer he received certain inteligence from his Crtrcvics
nuncio at the court of France, that this event, which he thought
fo exceedingly improbable, had taken place; that the truce was
a@ually figned, and that Heary, as well as the emperor and his
fon, had fworn to obferve it; the fieft at Blois, in the prefeace _
of the Count de Lalain, and the two laft beforc the Admiral de
Coligni at Bruflels. - The news of this tranfaction excited in Paul
and his nephews the moft alarming apprehenfions. They were
confcious of having given the emperor and Philip the juflelt
ground of offence. They could ot fuppofe that their conduck
had been entirely fecret, and they were now expofed to the
refentment of encmics, by whom they muft be quickly over-
“whelmed®,

In ich they jufily merited, Paut s difina.
affeéied to rejoice, 28 became the father of the Chriftian church, ™™
at fecing an end put to the calamitics of war. Under this mafk
‘e concealed his intention for fome time, and that he might con-
ceal it fill longer, and more effedually, he fent two nuncios, a
cardinal of the name of Rebiba, to the emperor and Philip; and
Tis nephew cardinal Caraffa, to the king of France. He gave the
fame public infiructions to both, aml ordered them to make an.
offer to thefe princes of his medi for eflablifhing a folid peace
‘on the foundation of the truce; and to treat with them of the
‘meafiares proper to be taken for affembling a gencral council. But.
the real defign of Caraffa’s cmbaffy was, to perfuade Henry to
fulfil the conditions of that alliance with the pope, into which he:
had catered fome months before "

 Pallvici, 1. 2. € i >
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Renrna was purpofely detained in Rome for feveral weeks; but
Caraffa, having carried along with him marelchal Strozzi, a kinf-
‘man of the queen of France, proceeded in his journey to Paris with
the utmoft expedition. He pofleied, in an eminent degree, the
art and eloquence neceffary for exccuting the difficult negociation
which he had undertaken. And it was not without good reafon
that the pontiff, when he reflected on his nephew's talents, fill
flattered himfelf with hopes of fuccefs,

‘Uron his arrival at Fountainbleau, Caraffa found the courtiers
divided, as formerly, with regard to the fubjed of his embafly.
When Henry firft entered into alliance with the pope, the con~
flable was fafpedied of having t0o faintly oppofed it not from
any doubt which he entertained of its inexpediency, but, cither
from the faithlefs complaifance of a courticr to the inclinations of
the King or from a defire to have his rivals of the family of Guife
removed to a diffance from the conrt.  But whatever ground there
was for this fufpicion, it is-certain that Montmorency had been
the chief promoter of the truce of Vaucelles; and that he now
fhewed himfelf extremely averfe to that Mhameful violation of it,
‘which Caraffa had come to folicit.

Tux duke of Guife, on the other hand, and his brother the
cardinal, were fill as much bent on the Tialian war as ever; and.
‘made no more feruple to exhort their mafter to undertake it, after
Tie had fiworn to obferve the truce with the emperor, than they
Had done formerly, when he was at liberty, confitently with his
Honour, cither to embrace or rejedt t.

Berweey the oppofite counfels which were given him, the
unflable mind of Heary remained for feveral days in fufpenfe.
Elated with the fuccels which had hitherto attended his arms,
and inflamed with the ambition of acquiring the Neapolitan
Kingdom, he was inclined (0  renewal of the war, and withheld

his.
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his confent from it, only out of refpect for Tis oathy and his de-
ference to the opinion of the conflable. . Atlength Caraffa haviog.
gained over the queen, through the influence of Strozzi and
the Guifes having employed the il more powerful interceffion
of the dutchefs of Valentinois', Henry began to yicld (o the im=
portunity of fuch powerful folicitors, and admitted Caraffa to a
private audicnce, which he had requefted, in the hopes of com-
pleting that vi€tory over the conflable’s remonfirances, and the
king's remaining feruples, which his affociates had begun. On
this occalion, having, with the ufual ceremony, prefented to
the King, a confecrated fivord, he remonfirated to him, at great
lengih, on the breach of his engagements with the pontiff; and
when he found that Henry was not offended with this frecdom,
he next addreffed himfelf to his ambition, and reprefented, that
2 more favourable jun@ture than the prefent could not be defired
for attempting to expel the Spaniards from Ttaly. That the reins
of government were now abandoned by the emperor, and com=
miltted to his fon; who, befides his inexperience, was extremely
unaceeptable to the Talian flates and princes, and was not yet
frmly eftablifhed on his throne.  That his exchequer was drained
by thofe expenfive wars in which the emperor had been almoft
continually engaged; and his armics were neither o numerous

3

BOOK
.

nor fo flourifhing ss at any former period fince the commencte ..,

‘ment of his father’s reign. | While, on the other hand, the French
army would have eafy accefs to Naples, through the territorics
of the pope, and would thence likewife be furnifhed, both with
frefh troops, and with abundant fupplies of ammunition and pro-
vifions.

‘Hexny found it difficult any longer t withhold his confent.
But there were twwo points on which he required fill farther fatis-
1 The fumom Dies of o, Henry' mic

Vor. 1. E fadtion,
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BOOX fugion, than cither Caraff’s arguments or promifes had given

him. He could not entircly diveft himfelf of the feruples which
arofe from his oath; and nothing offered by Caraffa had taken
off the force of the conflable’s objection againft entering into
engagements with a pope in the extremity of old age, who, it
was likely, would die before the end of the propofed alliance could
be accomplifhed.  Caraffa had forefeen both hefe difficultics, and
was prepared to remove them. He produced from Paul a power
to abfolve Henry from the obligation of his oath; he engaged
that fuch a number of cardinals, partifans of Fraoce, and enc-
mies to Spain, fhould be nominated at the next promotion, as
“would fecure to Henry the abfolute difpofal of the papacy, in the
event of the pontiff's death; and, for his furtber feurity, he
promiled, in all events, that Bologna, Ancons, Palizno, Cirita-
Vecchia, and even the caflleof St. Angelo, fhould be put into his
pofleffion.

"Tue war was now refolved vpon without further hefitation.
Caraffa immediately difpatched a meflenger to Rebiba, who, ac
cording to his inftru@tions, was advancing by flow journies to-
wards Bruflls, to inform him of what had pafied, and to defire
him to return to Rome. Heary received abfolution in form from
the abligation of that facred Taw of Nature which enjoins the ob-
fervance of an oath; and, at the fame time, he received a difpen=
fution from a law of nations, confidered as no lefs facred, by
which it was held to be unchriftian and barbarous to begin hofti=
Jities without a previous declaration of war*.

As he fattered himfelf that his tranfuction with Garaffa
‘might be for fome time concealed, he was determined, if poffible,
1o attack the emperor and Philip, while, trufling to the truce,
they were off their guard.  And thus did this monireh, who was

& Thasnus, b, xih. <. vil, Father Paa, 1, v Pallsicii, 15, il .. p. 71
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ot lefs virtuous than moft of his cotemporary princes, delibe-
rately refolve to add treachery to the perjury and falfebood into
wihich he had been betrayed ; under a perfiafion that his conduct
was not oaly juftfiable, but even honourable, and meritorious in
the fight of God and man. Such is the fafcinating power of falfe
religion ; and fo pernicious to fociety that impious pretenfion to
the power of annulling the facred obligations of morality, which
was claimed by the Roman pontiffs, and, which, through the
ignorance of thir vouries they were permitted for many ages (o

Charra. fsd endesvoured © concesl. bis negociation t the
coust of France, under the pretext of treating with the king about
the eftablifbment of peace, and  the calling of a general council.
But the emperor and Philip were too well acquainted wich his
chara@er, to be fo cafily deccived. They had penetrated into the
real intention of the embafly, and had for fome time kept watch=
ful eye over all the motions both of Henry and the pope.

“Tae condu@® of Paul was extremely ill-caleulated to clude the
peneuration of the Spanifh miniflers. ~ Befldes excommunicating
the family of Colonna, and depriving them of their territories,
Tie had treated with much feverity and injuftice all thofe whom
he fufpe@ed of being attached to the Spanifh intereft; and had
received, in the moft gracious manner, fome Neapolitan exiles,
who had fied to Rome. Some of his letters having been inter-
cepted, he had put to the torture Antonio de Taffis poft-mafter at
Rome, though a Spanifh fubject; and, in violation of a privilege
long cajoged by the kings of Spain, had given his office to an-
other.  He had put under arreft De la Vega, Philip’s ambaflador
at Rome; and, with no fmall degree of vanity, fet on foot a trial
in the confiflory, againft Philip himfelf, on pretence that, as lis

F3 liege-
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Tiege-lord, he had a right to deprive him of the kingdom of
Naples, on account of his having failed in the payment of 700
ducats, which he alleged was an annual tribute due from the pof-
felfor of that kingdom to the Hloly See',

WHILE Paul gave thefe impotent proofs of his refentment, his
nephews were making diligent preparation for the approaching
war. They were employed afliduoully in repairing the fortifica-
tions of Rome, Paliano, and other places. And, having levied
a confiderable number of troops, they engaged Camillo Orfiaiy
one of the ableft generals of the age, to command them.

Tre adminifiration of Philip's affairs in Italy was at this time
in the hands of Ferdinand de Toledo duke of Alva; a fingular
and diftinguithed perfonage in Philips reign, whom there will be
frequent occafion to mention in the fequel. - He was arrogant,
vain, and proud ; violent, inflexible, and relentlefs; but patient;,
prudent and fagacious ; inured from his youth to arms, and pof-
feffed of confummate. fkill in the art of war. He had been in-
trufted with the fupreme command of the emperor's forces in.
Germanys and, though unfuccefiful in the fiege of Metz, had
difcovered uncommon vigour and abilities. He did not, how-
ever, cojoy the fame degree of credit with the father, which
e afterwards attained under the fon; whom he nearly refembled
in his charadler, and whofe favour he had courted with great
affiduity and fuccefs. Through the influence of Ruy Gomez de
Silva, Philip's principal favourite, who beheld with a jealous eye
Alva's growing favour with the king, and was defirous, on that
account, to have him removed to a diftance from the helm of go-
vernment, he had, about a year before, been appointed viceroy

& Giaon, Tv,xx
a

. . The duke of Alraslte in Summene, tom. i. p. 2704
ot VIL. bad renounced thie claim.
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of Naples, as well as governor of Milan, and commander in chicf
of all the Spanifh forces in Ttaly.

PutLte had been fully informed by Alva, of the pope's con~
dué with regard to him; and even before hie knew of bis alliance:
with Henry, he could not entertain any doubt of his intentions.
Had he permitted Alva to @ with vigour, and to improve the
advantage over Paul, which his defencelefs fituation afforded him,
he might have got poffefion of all his fortified places, have de=
terred Henry from entering into any new connesion with him,
and have thereby prevented the renewal of the war. But being
convinced that Henry would never violate the truce of Vaucelles,
by which he was fo great a gainer; and knowing that the pontiff
could do nothing without the affifance of the French, he gave
orders to Alva, to ufe every art of perfuafion, before he ould
Have recourfe to arms. Alva, though naturally averfe to all
mild expedients, complied with: his infiruGtions; and, by letters:
and meflengers, complained, remonfirated, and even foothed and,
Battered both Paul and his nephews. Al his endeavours, how=
ever, were ineffe@tual. - They fill continued their preparations
and gave him fometimes haughty, and always unfatisfactory re-
plics, At length the Duke of Alva fent Pirro de Lofftedo, with
one letter 1o the college of cardinals, and another to Paul*; i
which, aficr coumerating the various injurics which his mafter
had seceived, and renewing his former offers of peace and friend-
fhip, he concluded with protefting, that if his offers were again
rejeéted, the Pope fhould be chargeable with all the ealami
hat might follow, Before the aerival of Loffredo, Paul had re-
ceived intelligence from France of the fuccefs of the cardinal’s
negociation s and. the Duke of Alva’s letter ferved only to preci-
pitate him into new extravagances. He threw Loffredo into

= The g s e prfned by Summst, s . snd dcd gl 21, 1556
prifons.
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prifon, and would even have put him to death, had not the col-
Tege of cardinals interpofed . He then gave orders to Aldo=
brandin, the confiftorial advocate, to finith the procefs which he
had begun againft Philip, on account of his failure in the paying
tribute for Naples; and, after hearing the caufe pleaded, he
paffed fentence, depriving him of the fovercigaty of that King=
dom .
Tats violent condu@ of Paul gave great offence throughout
Europe; and, in Tuly, ferved rather to obfiruét, than to pro=
mote his defigns. The Venetians refufed to accede to his allic
ance ; and the Neapolitans, perceiving what the ambition of his
nephews aimed at, with refpeét to them, entered warmly into all
the prudent meafures which the Duke of Alva planned for their
defence.

Bo Paul's extravagant behaviour did not excite in Philip that
refentment and indignation which might have been expeQed from
young, mbidons, pomerfil monach, of  temper of mind ime

patient of i
treatment which he ‘had recelv:d, he fill continued irrefolute, and
difeovered an amazing relu@tance againft proceeding to extremitics.

Soms hiftorians affirm, that he had early imbibed, from the
‘Spanifh Ecclefiafics, who had the care of his cducation, the higheft
veneration for the Holy See; and entertained fome feruples as to
the lawfulnefs of employing force againft the fovercign pontif.
Others affert, that thefe feruples were mere grimace and affecta-
tion. He had already formed the plan of fubjecting Europe to
s dominion ; and zeal for the Catholic faith was both the pre-
text and the inftrument which he had refolved to employ for
accomplifhing his defign.

» Summante . 7. . 27, Gianons, . i,
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NerTHER of thefe accounts ought to be entirely rejected; and B 0,0 ¥
acither of them ought (o be admitted as faisfaory. O the one s

hand, it is impoffible to doub that ambition, and not religion, was
the ruling principle of Philip’s condu€; and on the other, when
e refle€t on the pains which were taken, from his earliett infaacy,
to infpire him with an attachment to the popifh faith, and con-
fider how ferious and zealous he ever appeared in the profelfion
and fupport of it it will be impoffible to fappofe, that, in religious
matters, he was entirely hypocritical. It is improbable that any.
perfon could aék fo uniform a part as Philip did, without fecling,
ina confiderable degree, the power of that motive which he held
forth to the world s the principle of his condut. Nor does it
afford the fmalleft prefamption againft this fuppofition, that his
condudt was, on many occafions, inconfiftent with religious fin-
cerity. Hiis religion was not farcly pure and genuine. Tt was
ion of nature, nor that of Chrift, but was the
barbarous fuperfition of the church of Rome, which, in the age
of Philip, inftead of deterring men from vice, tended to encou-
rage them in the practice of it, by inculcating upon them the
higheft reverence for an order of pricfls,' fippofed to be invefted
with the povir of abfolving from the guilt and punifhmet of the

imes. To Philip’s for the
Holy Sce, therefore, may be aferibed, in part, both his moderation.
in the prefent jun@ture, and a refolution which he formed, to con~
fult the moft diftinguifhed divines, with regard 1o the lawfulnefs
of waging war againft an encmy whofe perfon he deemed fo facred.
and inviolable.

Tuoss mea knew well what counfel was fuited to his prefent
circumflances 5 and they declared, that, although it behoved
him to begin with fupplicating his Hlolinefs, as the univerfal fa-
ther of the church, yet, if his entreaties were reje@ed, the law,

of
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of nature would permit him to defend his territorics, and o vin=
dicate his right by force of arms .

By this anfwer, Philip’s religious fcruples were removed.
Still, howeyer, he lamented the neceffity he lay under, of be-
gioning his reign with hoftilitics, againft a power, with which,
‘more than with any other, he was defirous of cultivating peace
and friendthip. - But at lafl, after having loft a great deal of
time in negociating, he fent orders to the duke of Alva to take
the field.

THAT general, having fome time before gone from the Dutchy
of Milan to the kingdom of Naples, and fixed his head-quarters
near the confines of the Ecclefiaftical State, began his march in
the beginning of September one thoufand five hundred and fifty-
fix, with a well difciplined army ; which, though fmall in number,
was fuperior to that which the pontiff had provided to oppofe it.
In a few weeks Alva reduced feveral towns in the Campagna di
Roma and took pofleffion of them in the name of the facred col~
Jege, and of the future pope. ‘The people of Rome were thrown
into confternation by his approach; and many families left the
city, in order to avoid: the calamities of a fiege. * Paul fill retained
all his wonted haughtinefs, and poured out threats and anathemas
againft the enemy. ’

Bur the duke of Alva flill continued to advance till his troops
could make incurfions almoft to the gates of Rome. - In this fitu~
ation cardinal Garaffa found his uncles affairs upon his retura
from France. The army which he had obtained from Henry
had already reached Piedmont; but, being detained there by the
sigour of the winter, could not arrive in time to fave Rome from
falling into the hands of the Spaniards. In order to preveat

this, Caralfa prevailed on Paul, who, from pride, and ignorance

» Ferreras, vol. ix. P 573.
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of His danger, was extremely reludtant; to pply fo¢ a ceftion of 3 0,0 X

arms; and Alva, at the requclt of his e, the cardinal of St. s

James, confented to a conference with Caraffa, in the 1 of Fiu-
‘micino,  He could not be ignorant,  that this crafty Ialian's
inteation was only to_amufe him Gl the French army. fould ap=
proach. But an interyal of repofe was no lefs expedicnt for b
felf, than for the enemy., His army was greatly diminithed by
putting garrifons into the conquered towns, ~ His hips with pro=
vifions had been long detained by contrary winds; aod his pre-
fence was neceffary, in Naples, to haften his levies, and put the
Kingdom into a pofture of defence before the arrival of the duke of
Guife. Influenced by thefe confiderations, Alva readily confented
10 truce of forty days; and, immediately afier concluding it, he
fet out for Naples, where he exerted himfelf, with great afidulty,
in completing his preparations for the next campaiga.

Tie duke of Guife had now paffed the Alps, with twelve
thoufand foot, and near two, thoufand horfe, and had advanced
as far as Rheggio, There he was met by the duke of Ferrara,

Guie deliberated for ‘fome time whether he fhould begin his
operations with laying fiege to Cremona, Milan, and other towns
in the north of Taly ; or, leaving thefe behind him in the hands
of the enemy, fhould march directly towards Naples, He had
been carneflly exhorted by marefchal de Briffic, whom he faw in
Piedmont, o embrace the former of thefe meafures, as being the
fafelt and moft praticable ; and in this opinion the Duke of
Ferrara concurred; but Guife had received pofitive orders from
the king, to be directed in this matter by the pope, who infifted
that he fhould advance without delay towards Naples. ~ In com=
<

ou, 1. ‘pliance,
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pliance, therefore, with his infirutions, hé parfucd his mdréh
fouthward till he reached the fronters of hat part of the kig-
dom which is called the Abruzzo. At his drrival in Rome, he
‘was received in triumph, as if he had been already crowned with
vitory. - But he foon found that he had beer crually deceived by
Curaffa, with regard 1o the affiftance which tht prelate had fo cone
fidetitly promifed him in the name of the poHGIR; Who had not
beea able cither to raife the troops which be had Mipulated, or 16
Furnifl his magazines with an adequate quantity of military florcs.
Guife was extremely mortified it his prefent difagreeable fituation,
and fiw that he was ikely to'meet with nothing but difgrace and
fhae, where e had flattered BimfeIF with the hopes of adding
o his former glory. He 1aid fiege, however, to Civitells, and
cartied on his operations againf i, for more than three wecks,
with his wonted fpifit and intrepidity. After having made a
Breachi s the Wl he attempted fo take the place by florm,
But his troops wete repulfed with great lofs by the garrifon, who
wwete bravely feconded by the inhabitants.  Even the women dif.
covered, on this occafion, the moft undaunted refolution, and
feeted determined to Tay down their Tives, rather than fubmit to
the dominion of the French; whofe infolent ufe of vidlory, in for-
ter Ttalian expeditions, was not yet, after many years, obliterated
from their minds.

Tiik duke of Alva had refolved, with his ufual caution, to a@
on the defenfive; and to fortify his camp on the fouth fide of the
river Pifcarra, which lay between him and the enemy, But when
Be found that their enterprife againft Civitella detained them fo
long, he concluded that the accounts which he had received of their
ftrength muft have been cxaggerated ; and therefore he croffed the
iver, and advdnced towards them.

i 7 Guiss
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Guiss was extremely uawilling to quit the fiege; bu, haviog
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received certain intelligence that the Spanifh army Was fuperior €0
Dis own, he liflened to the advice of marefchal Strozzi; and retired Bat ’..i;u:,,.

into the ecclefiaflical territories.  Alva followed him: but neither
he nor Guile fegm to have withed for a general engagement. The
former could ot bave veatured on,ix with any probability of fuc-

- cefs; and the, latter thought it ablurd, to rifk; & kingdom. without
ncceffity on the chance of a battle®,

WitszsT thefe things palfed in the Abruzzo, Mark Antony Cor
lonna made rapid progrefs in the ncighbourhood of Rome, where
e reduged feveral forts, and towns, and obiined a viory ovet
the pope’s forces, commanded by Juljo Oxfini and the marquis, of
Montebello,

By thefe difaters, Paul was overwhelmed with terror.  And
when be was lamenting in the confiflory, the calamities in which
bis domivions were involyed, be expreffed his dreads that ere loog
the Vatican itelf would be in the hands of the engmy. - He added,
that helonged now to be with Chrift; and, as if he had engaged
in the prefent war from, zeal for the faith, and not from ambition
and refentment, he consluded with faying, thas he would wait for
his crown of martysdom without difmay.

Hii wag willing, however, o preferve his carthly,crown 3a long
a8 poffible; and had fent to the duke of Guile, intreating him to
‘Taflen towards Rome forshis defence, This general was now on hig
‘march thither  full of vexation and chagrin on account of the inx
glorious part which he had aded, - He called upon cardinal Caraffy
to fulfl bis promifes ; and he employed all bis intereft to procure
fupplies from the court of France. ~ But the pope’s refources were
already exhaufled; and the French monarch bad more than fuffix

© Harko s, e G

atoured 16 forc Al o engages bk his dos ot appest
fom the degil i Thoacas,
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cient empleyment at home for al the troops which he tid fe-
ferved, after providing for bis Ttalian expedition.

Privre find, for the reafons above mentionéd, enteréd iato the
war with reluance; but Naving, in the origin of it, reccived the
higheft provoeation from Henry, as well as from the pope, and
Knowing thar, in the beginning of his reign, the eyés of all Eutope
would be fixed upon his condudj he had refolved to eXert'his ut:
moft vigor, and to attack Henry, ifi that quatter, where he could
moft fuccefsfully annoy him.

Wirh extraordinary induftry and difpatch, he affembled a niu-
merous army‘in the neighbourhood of Charlemot, undet the cori-
mand of Philibert Emanuel, duke of Savoy. 'And Emanuel chicer!
fully undertook the charge commitied to him, as it gave him at
once an opportunity of difplaying his great abilites, and of taking
vengeance on the Trench king, by whom he had been expelled
from his dominions. ~ OF the army which’was collected, only a
fosall patt confifted ‘of Spaniards ; the greatet part were cithée
Dutch, and Flemings, or Germans. In levying them, Philip was
‘much indebted to'the zeal and blacrity with which his fubjedts in
the Netherlands efpoufed his caufe: ' For the States of thefe pro=
vinces, notwithfanding the prejudice to their commeree, ‘which
they forefuw mft arife from the’ war, granted, with Gnufual
Iiberality, all the fupplies which he ‘demanded. * But while in
this they gave proof of their loyalty, they difcovered, by ano-
ther part of ‘their condut, their jealoufy and difeonteat. They
referved in their own hands the adminiftration of the toney
which they voted him; and appointed commiffioners to apply it
to the payment of the troops. ‘This adion, which proceeded
from their jealoufy of the Spaniards, made a deep impreffion on
the dark refentful mind of Philip; it contributed to alicnate his
affedions from his Flemith fubjects; and gave him an fnveterate

6 prejudice
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prejulice againt hat fee conftuion of ther gonernment, by Boox
which they wéee' thiss enabled to limit bis
Avas fenfible how improper it would have been, in the prefent con-
jundture, to difcover his refentment, or to difpute their privileges.
‘He agreed to accept of their fupplies, with the condition annexed
to the grant of them; and proceeded to complete his prepara-
tions.

Nor fuisied with the army which he had drawn together from Pl -
Germany and the Netherlands, augmented by a reinforcement fent &
from Spain, be refolved, if poffible, to perfuade the Englifh to enter "
into the war. With this view he went over to England. He
found the privy-counfellors, the queen herfelf, and the whole body
of the people, averfe to his defign, It has almoft never happened,
cither before or fince that period, that war with the French was
no agreeable to the Englifh, During many centuries they had
been accullomed to confider their French neighbours as encmies
and rivals, with whom they often fhewed an eagernels to contend,
when it was greatly their intereft o remain at peace.  But their
enmity towards the French yielded at this time to their jealoufy of
the Spaniards; and they entertained the moft irreconcilable aver=
fion to the propofed alliance. Maty, 'as juft now hinted, was not
of herfelf inclined to the war, but notwithftanding this, and the
cold indifference with which Philip had ever treated her, fhe was
unable to refift his flicitation .

Hix Kinfinan cardinal Pole, and Her other counfellors, repres
fented; that it was a chief article of her marriage-treaty, that thé
alliance with France fhould be preferved inviolate;; that the viola=
tion of it would excite an univerfal alarm with regard to the obferv-
ance of the other articles; and that the prefent ftate of her finances

ory. Bt be ot

# Van Mecese. Thoasar, b 3. <.
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& would render it impofible for her, if fhe fhould enter into the war,

=~ toacquit herfelf with honour. But Philip having faid, that if

57

he were not gratified in his requeft, he would leave England, and
never return to it; Mary was deaf to every argument that could
be employed to diffuade her from her purpofe; and, withour
further hefitation, ordered war to be declared in the city of
Rbeims, with the ufual ceremony ; on pretences which were
cither cutircly. falfe, or extremely frivolous. < As fhe knew
it would be in vain to apply to her parliament for affiffance
in carrying ona war fo difigreeable to the nation, fhe had re-
courfe to the oppreffive expedient of extorting loans from indie
viduals and corporations. By this, and other means of the fume
mature, -fhe cquipped a confiderable ficet, and raifed an army of
cight thoufand men; of which fhe gave the command. to the carl
of Pembroke.

WHEN this seinforcement had joined the duke of Savoy, his
cavalry amounted to twelve thoufand, and his iofantry to ber
tween forty and fifty. shoufand ; an army much, foperior to any
which Heary could mufter to oppofe it. - This inconfiderate, mox
narch bad not expeded that Philip would have been able to make
4o great an effort, and faw now the folly of his late engagements
with the pope. He was not wanting, however, cithet ia prudence
or adivity, in repairing his fault, and providing for the fecurity
of his kingdom. He committed the chicf command of the forces.
1o the Conflable, whom, notwithflanding his averfenchs to the
war, he chofe to employ, as, the ableft of all his generals, to cons
dud it; and.a great number of the principal nobility and gentry
flocked to the camp, eager o difplay that zeal and bravery, which
the Freach nation hath ofien exhibited in defence of their king
and country. i

Tax
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Ttk conflable could not for fome time conje@ure on which fide
the duke of Savoy intended to turn his arms. His fift movements
vieré calculited o beget a perfuafion, that Ne defigned o enter
Trance by the way of Charapaign ; biit n6 foorier hiad he drawn the
French army to that quarter, than, changing his route, Tit marched
into Pieardy, and 1aid fiege to St. Quinti

THIs town muft quickly have furrendered to o greit 4 force,
dd it ok bedh defended by the celebrated Jafper dé Coligni ad-
shifal Of Frasice, who made, on this octafion, & confpicucus dif-
pliy Of thofe extrabidindry taledts WHich rendered Him aftec-
Wards one of the moft Muftrious Perlonages of the age. Being
governor of the province in which the place lay, he thought it
K¢ daty t5 exert Rimfelf to the utmoft for its prefervation; and
He forced his way iato it, through the furrounding army, with
a body of troopt, which he animated to expofe themfelves to
cvery hazard of war in s defence.  Trhmediately after his
areivaly Be expélléd the Spaniards from the fuburbs, and fet fire
to thé houlté: But He foon perceived, that, by reafon of the
seglead fate of the fortifictions, the garrfon was fill 166
wealk'; and that, Without 2’ reinforcement, it would be impoffible
o Rold out Totig againft fo numerons: an etiemy.  OF this he
gave immediaté intelligence to the Conftable his utele, and at the
fame'titne iiformed him where it woild be eafieft to introduce
the fliceour wiiich Tie réquefted. The Conflable, ahsiious fof his
sephew’s’ fafety, and’ fenfible how neceflary it Was' for the pre-
fervation of the kifigdom that the duk of Satoy fhould be de-
tained beforé St. Quintin, appointéd’ d'Andelot the adiniral’s
brotlier, tb the eommand of a felé€t Body of two thoufand foot,
deftined for the relief of thie befieged. A perfon of the name of
Valpergue, well-acquainted with the face of ‘the country, had
Been fent by the admiral, to féite as a guide to this reinforce=

meat.
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s way, or the duke of Savoy
liad got intelligence of the defign, is uncertain, D'Andelot found
the enemy prepared to receive him, and was fo vigoroufly attacked,
that he eftaped with difficulty, after the greateft part of his troops
had been gut to pieces.

By this difuller the befieged were extremely dejedted, and
the admiral had much occafion to exert all his addrefs and
cloquence, to prevent them from abandoning  themfelves o
defpair.  From a high tower in the town he could view the
country round, and faw,ghat the place was completely invefted on
every fide but one, where there was a marfh or lake, too decp in
fome places to be pafled on foot, and in others too fhallow to
admit of boats. Through this marfh, however, he hoped that his
friends might introduce a reinforcement.  Having concerted with
the Conflable the time and mavner of putting his defign in

+ “exccution, he threw up the carth in a part of the marfh, and

reduced the water into a canal large enough to receive fome
fimall boats which he had prepared. ‘The Conflable then ad-
vanced toward the lake with all his forces, and gave d’Andelot
an opportunity of entering the town,  with between four and five
hundred men*, But, in making his approach, the Conflable had
Ted his army through fome narrow defiles, which he muft re-
pafs-before he could put his troops in fafety. His miftondud, in
thus expofing his army to o great a rifk in fight of an enemy o
much fuperior, vas quickly perceived by the duke of Savoy's and
a council of war was immediately called to confider of the mea-
fures_proper to be purfued. Many of the officers though
that the Conflable fhould be fuffered to refie; but count Egmont,
general of the horfe, whom Philip afterwards ufed fo ungratc-

* Labowreu adions, &6, . 375,
fully,
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folly, maintined with warmth  that it was pra@ticable to attack
‘him in his retreat with the higheft probability of fuccefs: The duke
of Savoy approved of the plan of attack which the count propofed,
and committed the execution of it to himfelf. ' No time was loft.
Egmont advanced inflandly at the head of the cavalry, while the
duke haftened forward with the infantry tofupport him ; and find~
ing the cnemy unprepared for their defence, e foon threw them
into diforder. The Conflable exerted himfelf ireauoully to retricve
his ervor; but count Egmont, feconded by the infantry, with the
general at their head, advanced with fuch impetuofity, that the
Conftable found it impoffible to recover his troops from the confu-
fion into which they had been thrown.  Perceiving that the for-
tune of the battle was irretrievable, and ftung with the confciouf-
nefs of the imprudence of which he had been guilty, he rufhed
into the midR of the enemy, and feemed determined not to fur-
vive the reproach in which his rathaefs had involyed him. He
was dangeroufly wounded, and would have fallen in the eld, as
he defired ; but, being perfonally knowa to fome Flemith offcers,
he was by them refeued from the foldiers and taken prifoner.
‘His army was entirely broken. | Three thoofand men were killed
on the {pot, ‘and four. thonfand taken prifoners 3 among whom,
befides the Conflable and his two fons, there were many perfons
of diffindtion, and feveral of the firft nobility of France. On the
fide of the vidtors only cighty men were killed; a certain proof
that the attack had been conducted with no lefs prudence than in=
trepidity.

Prrep,although a flave to the luft of power, yet unambitious of
military glory, remained at Cambray til intelligence was brought

* AvBore, contitore, & prope dicam, perfeore Egmondent, L Guieciardiny o 1591
i
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bim of the vidtory. He thieasentered:ther camp with greatiporipy.

“—— andwhen the duke of Savoy and! cdunt Egmont approachéd:hini,

Sanender of

St Quinia.

he received themitthe moft- gracious: manrier, and: expreffed his'
gratitude for the important fervice ey lad: performed, with
degeree of fenfibility-and joy whichi he was feldom: accuflomed to-
difeover*;  Hlis conduét on'this oceafioniwas'in anottier refpee®
more agreeable to- his charadter. Tn' memory of the bautle, he
vowed to- conficrate'a palcey a ehureh, andimonaflery, toSt. Lau-
rence, becaufe it was o the anniverfary of that fint that he had
obtained the vidory. - He afterwards-religioufly fulilled his vow
by building the: Efcurial’ for which he referved immenfe fums,
‘notwithtanding tlie difficulties- in which,  through bis expenfive
wars, he was alimoft continually involved.

“Tue bawk of St Quintin might have been attended with the

i Philip:

offome of his getierab officert; who exhiorted himi o lead his army
without delay into/the heart of France. Bt this meafire was too
bold:tobe relifhed by ‘a pritice like Philip,, whofe caution often
bordered on timidity.  He gave orders o proceed in the fiege of
St. Quintin; fayinigy that it would be dangerous to leave {0 ftrong:
aphice beindhim in the hands of the enemy, wid that every
sy that ventared to penetrate iito a powerful kingdom, like that
of Frince, ought firt to fecure theie retreat. = His officers wero
e miore eaily rconciled to thefe orders, as they believed it im=
poffible for the befieged: to Hold out above a few days longer.
But they were difappointed in their expeftations by the fkill
and intrepidity of the admirals  who, in order to fave his
country and retard the progrefs of the Spanifh arms, had refolved
to bury himelf in the ruins of the place, rather than agree to
furcender. He infpired the garrifon with the fame generous refo-

* Cabrera, b i €272 o
fution ;

UYA.BHSC



PHILIPIL KING 'OF SPAIN,

Tution; ‘and  chough' the Fortifications were weak and rainous, he
‘withftood allthe vigoroysand fkilful efforts of the duke of Savoy,
till the feventednth day afier the rencwal of the fiege, when the
town was affaulted in eleven different places at one time, and both.
theadmiral and his brother, after a brave and obftinate defence,
swere taken prifoners on the breach. - During the 4fault, Philip
fhewed himfelf to his troops in complete-armour; and-this was
the only time in his life in Which he was ever feen in a military
drefs. “He allowed his army to plunder the town, -as a-reward ‘of
their labours; but gave firiét orders to preferve the churches and
the relics of the tutelary faint.

Iv the mean ‘time Henry’s minifters, who had ‘been - over-
whelmed with conflernation, employed to the beft advantage
the leifure which the admiral’s ‘beroic bravery afforded them.
They levied forces in every quarter of the kingdom, gathered to-
gether the remains of sthe vanquifhed ‘army, ‘fent for ‘the troops
which ferved in Piedmont under the marefchal de Brifhe, and re-
called the duke.of Guife. In a few weeks the wholé eaflern fron-
tier was in a pofture of defence, and'an army colledied in Picardy
under the duke of Nevers, able;to: make head againft the cnemy.
Philip then perccivedthat he had foffered tie only opporcunity to
efcape which he would probably ever have, of penetrating into
France, and feizing the capital unprepared. /Hle was now under a

nccelfty of being fatisfied with employing his troops in enter-
prifes of les fplendor and importance ; andthe only fruit of his
viftory at $t. Quiicinwas, the taking of the inconfiderable towns
of Catelet, Ham, and Noyon ; ' after which, he difinifed a great
‘part of his army, fent home his Englifh forces, and refired hime
£lf 1o Bruffels*. '

= Thuanos oy, hat the Boglh and Spaniards quarelled sfer the bl and thot s
e
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Tus recalling of the duke of Guife from Italy readered: it ne-

‘'~ cellary fox the pope, though exceedingly et 0 appy foe

ween Pilip
and thepoge.

The duke of

. vereign pontiff; but that with Henry fill cor

peace ; to whi
terms than could hae been expedied; cunﬁdnmg that Paul was
now entirely at his mercy, and that no enemy remained in Italy
able to withftand his power. ‘The fame motives, whether relix
gious or political, that made him fo averfe to eatering into this
war with the pontiff, determined Bim  to have it brought as foon
as poffible to a conclufion.  Almoft the only condition which he
required was, that Paul fhould obferve a firit neutrality betsveen
France and Spain. Al the ccclefiaftical towns which had beea
taken were xeflored; and orders fent to.the duke of Alva to go
0 Rome, and fuppliaate the pope’s forgivenefs, both.in his owa
name, and that of his mafter, for their erime of invading the far
cred poffeffions of the church. In thefe conditions, and in the
manner in which they were fulfilled, Paul appeared as if his arms
Bad been vitorious; and Bhilip, as if he had been humbled and
overcome.  Such was the reverence which the latter cither felt
in reality for the Holy See, or thought it neceffary to affe in ore
der to promote his ambitious defigns”.
In this manner did Philip put a period to the war withthe -
wed.  This
prince, confcious of his incapacity, and fenfible that an exertion
of the higheft abilities was neceffary. in. the prefent critical fitua~
ation of his affairs, transferred almoft his whole authority-ta the
duke of Guife, and created bim, viceroy of Erance, under tho
name of Licutenant General of the kingdom. The French na-
tion knew. how. much, the ambition of this nobleman had
contributed 1o involve them in their prefent calamities; non

7 Thuanos, Summonte,c. 10,
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were they ignorant how unfiiccefsful his attempts in Ttaly

been againft the fagacity and fkill of Alva; yet fo [plendid were —

Bis accomplithments, and to fo. great a height in the general

efteem had his fpirited defence of Metz againt the em-

peror exalted him, that his arival diffafed univerfil joy,

and roufed the naton from that defpondency into which it

had been caft by the late dififter ar St Quintin. He quickly 5

fhewed that his countrymen were not miflaken in the opinion $ S:emm—

which they entertained of his abilities. The ordinary feafon for

aftion was over, and the enemy had gone into winter-quarters,

when he took the field, at the head of an army which he fiad

collected with the utmoft fecrecy and difpatch. The eyes of all

Europe were direfted towards him, and Philip attended to his

motions with much anxiety; never doubting that he intended

to fall either upon St. Quintin, or fome of the frontier towns of

the Netherlands. It foon appeared that he meditated an attack;

by which the intereft of Philip's allies would be more affécted than

‘his own, but in the fuccels of which France was more deeply in-

terefted than even in the recovery of St. Quintin. For more than

two hundred years the town' of Calais liad remained in the hands

of the Englifh; and s it ferved for a key by which they could-

at all times open an entrance for their armies into France, it had

Teen cver deemed one of their moft valuable poffeffions. The

French monarchs were fully feafible of the diflionour, as well as

of the danger, which attended the fufféring a rival nation to pofels

a place of fo much importance in their dominions. But in thofe

days, whe the art of atcking towns was liule known, Calais

was regardedias impregnable,  Nor had any ofthe French kings,

even in the height of profperity, ever thought of laying fiege to

it They were ignorant of the means of taking it by florm, and

they could not reduce it- by blockade ;. while: the: Englifh could*
eafily.
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eafily furnih it by fea with frefh troops, flores, and provifions.

— Buta plan of attack, which had never occurred 10 any perfon, was

difcovered by the fruitful genius of the admiral de Coligni, and by
‘him bad been fuggefted to the duke of Guife.

In order to carry this plan into execution, and thereby to re-
deem the nation from what had ever been confidered as reproach-
ful and igaominious, Guife put his troops in motion long before
the ufial fealon for ation had arrived. He judged wilely in
making choice of the rigour of winter for beginning his enter-
prife; for befides that the enemy had no army in the ficld at this
time to difturb his operations, he knew that the Quicen of Eng-
land and her mioifiers had, from a principle of ill-jadged occono=
‘my, been accuflomed to difinifs a great par of the garrifon in the
end of autumn, and to truft, for the fecurity of the place, to the
marfhy ground on the land fide, by which, they believed, that, ia
winter, all accefs toit would be rendercd impracicable.

Burr the brifknefs of the duke of Guife’s approaches foon con<
vinced the governor, lord Wentworh, how little reafon thete
was for this imprudent confidence, Wentworth reprefented to
the Englih miniftry, the neceffity of fending him an immediate
reinforcement.  Heacquainted them, that he had not above one~
fourth of the number requifite to defend the works ; and -thar,
with the prefent garrifon, it was impoffible to preveat the place
from fulling quickly into the hands of the enemy. Had Mary's
‘minifters been ever {o defirous of complying with his requeft,
it would not have availed him. - Guife was fenfible that .the fuc-
cefs of his enterprife depended on his conducting it with expe~
dition. He pufhed forward all the operations of the fiege with
extraordinary vigour, and although it is acknowledged that the
governor and garrifon acquitted themfelves with honout, yet he
reduced them to the neceffity of capitulating on the cighth day

8 after
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after i arrival ™, He then Taid fiege to Guifnes and Ham, which
e fubdiéd with great facility s and thus, in Tefs than four wecks,

55
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he expelled the Englifti from ll'thof poffeffons on the continent. J.uutsy si

which they had enjoyed fince the time of Edward the Third, and
in the acquifition of which that vicorious prince had, after the
Batle of Crecy, employed a numerous army for near a twelve-
month.

Taz remaining part of winter was fpent in preparing for the
mext campaign: and, on the part of the French, preparations
were carried on with the utmoft ‘diligence, not only in France
but in Germany, where forces were levied (o the amount of four
thoufand horfe and fourteen thoufand' foot, Thefe troops the
duke of Guife reccived in Lorraine; and then he marched with
his whole forces united, and inveted Thionville, a city of great
smportance in the province of Luxemburg, The garrifon, which

confifted of cighteen hundred men, made a vigorous defence; but
a6 the vigilance of Guife rendered all attempts to introduce fup=
‘plies impracticable, they were foon obliged to capitulate.

WhtLe the duke of Guife was thus employed in Luxemburg,
the marefchal de Thermes, an old experienced commander, who
Tad been appointed governor of Calais, having collected an army
of ten thoufand foot and fifteen hundred horfe, invaded Flanders,
took and deftroyed Dunkirk, together with fome other places of
fmallcr note, and penetrated as far as Newport, laying wafte the
country with fire and fword. Philip fent count Egmont, with
an anmy fuperior in number, to oppofe him. - On the counts
approach, De Thermes retired haflily towards Gravelines, intend=
ing to continue his march to Calais, along the (hore, without rifking
abaule. But the impetwofity and ardor of count Egmont, who,

= Thowus, 2o, Vau Metren, p 18, Can's EG. of Eagliad.
advanced
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advanced towards him with great rapidity, put it out of his power
10 execute this defign.  His men too were loaded with the fpoil
of the ravaged country, which, whilft it retarded their march;
contributed not a litle to_ accelerate the progrefs of the enemy.
He had time however to repafs the river Aa; but finding it im-
pofible any longer to avoid an engagement, he drew up his army
advantageoufly on a plain, where the enemy could not attack him
butin front, nor avail themfelves of the fuperiority of their num=
ber. He placed his carriages with the baggage and plunder on
the fouth, and had the fea upon the north, and the mouth of the
Aa behind him. Ta this pofture he waited for the cnemy; and.
being fully prepared for their reception, he made confiderable
havoc among them with his artilery as they advanced. This
ferved only to quicken the approach of the Flemings, and to
bring on the fooner a clofe fight, in which almol every part of
both armies was engaged, troop with troop, and man with man.
The French were rendered defperate by their fitvation in an
enemy’s country, where they could not efcape without conquer-
ing; and the Flemings were animated, partly by revenge for the
outrages that had been committed by the enemy, and partly by
the defire of recovering the fpoil which they had carried off, The
battle was obflinate and bloody, and the iffuc remained for fome
time doubtful. It would probably have been fooner decided, if the
Germans in count Egmont's army had fhewn an cqual regard
with the Flemings to the exhortations and example of their
general, who not only adted the part of a prudent commander,
but often mingled with the foremoft combatants, and gave con-.
fpicuous proofs of the moft heroic. valour. The French however
fill maintained their ground, and feemed refolved either on death
or vi@ory; when, fortunately for count Egmont, fome Englith
fhips of war, which happened to be eruifing upon the coaft, per-

ceiving
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cciving the fmoke, and conje@turing the occafion of it, entered the
siver, and began to difcharge their guns upon the French army.
Although they did not approach near enough to do much execu-
tion, yet fo unexpected an event, in the time of battle, could not
fail 0 produce an alarm even in the moft refolute, and it threw
the cavalry into wonfufion. Count Egmont improved, with
great desterity, the advantage which was thus prefented to him ;
and pufhing forward with all his force, he broke their ranks and
difpecfed them. The infantry intimidated, turned their backs and
fied. Near tvo thoufand veteran troops were flain.on the field of
bautle. - Many were drowned in the river; and fome were killed
by the peafints, in revenge for the devaflation of their country.
A finall number only made their efeape. The marefchal De
Thermes, who was grievoufly wounded, and feveral other perfons
of diftindtion, befides three thoufand common foldiers, were taken
prifoners. All the artillery and baggage fell into the hands of
the vi@lors; whofe lofs did not exceed four hundred men.

Paivie was now at liberty to employ all his forces united,
againft the duke of Guife. Having almoft exhaufted his finances
by the extrasrdinary effort which he made in the ficft campaign,
and having found it impoffible to draw any. confiderable fupplies
from England, it was late in the feafon before he could affemble
an army of fufficient firength, Butafier the Marefchal de Thermes
was defeated, and count Egmont's vi@lorious troops were com=
‘bined with thofe under the duke of Savoy, the armies of the two
monarchs were nearly a match for one another, and confifted,
<ach of them, of more than forty thoufand men.

Tue came in fight of each other, upon the borders of Picardy,
where the duke of Savoy pitched his camp near Dourlens, and

* Thaanas, . x5, Van Meteren i 16, Harews, wm, b, p 635,
Vor. I 1 the
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BOOK (he duke of Guit, in the ncighbourhood of Pierrepont. Boths

. kings diftovered that anxiety which it was natural for them to feel

5% in their prefent critical fitwation, and though they placed entire:

confidence in their gencrals, they could ot be at eafe while they

semained at a diflance from the fcene of ation, and therefore

they repaired, each of them, to his refpe@ive camp. Many fkif=

‘milhes happened with various fuceefs.  But it foon appeared that

neither of the two monarchs was inclined to rifk a general engage=

ment, The principal. frength of both armies confifted in their

German forces, and it was apprehended that, if either of the two

armics were defeated, the victors a5 well as the vanquifhed would
beexpofed to the injuries and infults of the foreign troops .

awywn  BEsIDES this confideration, by which both parties were alike

frpese:  affected, there were other motives peculiar to each. Henry had,

from his late misfortunes, learned a degree of caution, which na=

ture had not beflowed on him. He dreaded the event of an-

other battle, in which he muft encounterthe fame generals by

whom his troops: had been already twice conquered; and con-

fidered that, after his defeat at St. Quintin, it had been owing to

the remiffnefs or miftondu of the enemy, more than to his owa

firength, that his capital had not been taken, and his kingdom

over-run. Philip, on the other hand, was, in all military affairs;

cautious to excefs; and chofe rather. to accomplith his defigns by

political negociation, in which he judged for himfelf, than: by

the operations of war, in which he depended on the abili

others. Far from being clated with the fuccefs which had hitherto

accompanied his arms, he was now. as derofius of peace, as

he had been before averfe to entering into the war. This is

R0t to be aferibed either to his moderation, or his freedom from

» Meteren, L, Guiceaed
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4he ambition of extending his power and territorics. No prince
ever gave more convincing proofé of his being acluated by that
ambition ; but baving, as was juft now hinted, found, that lis moft
vigorous exertions had been neceflary to affemble the forces
-which he had brought into the field; he dreaded, that, in cafe.
bis prefent army were defeated, the difficulty of raifing another
‘would be infurmountable ‘.  His arms, indeed, had hitherto been
crowned with victory; but none of his generals had entered the
lifls on cqual terms with he duke of Guife; and he was july
‘apprehenfive with regard to the iffue of a batdle in which hé
muft contend with a general fo highly celebrated for his military
gevius, and whofe enterprifes had been fo oftcn accompanied with
fuccefs.

Taese confiderations derived additional force from Philip's
extreme impatience to retuen to Spain; fo which, in preference
o his other dominions, he difeovered, through his whole reigt,
a warm and partial affe@tion. And his defire. of going thither
was increafed by accounts which he received at this time, that
the opinions of the Proteftants had made their way into that king-
dom. " He dreaded the propagation of thefe opinions, and refolved,
a5 foon as poflible, to embrace this opportunity in bis native coun-
try, of teflfying his zeal for the Catholic faich, by thewing, that
he would treat thofe who oppofed it, without mercy, in whatever
‘pat of his dominions they hould be found.

Sucs were the motives which made the contending S
o defirous to put a period to the war. A negociation had been
begun for this purpofe in the month of Augull by the con-
flable Montmorenci, and William the firlt prince of Orange.
Montmorenci, who beheld with much anxiety the exaltation

© Carte iy, e eceved no e cha dhee millios of gold during dhs war, from P,
s
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of the family of Guife, had borne his captivity with great im=
patience; and in order to obain his liberty, had exerted himfelf
firenuoully in removing every, obftacle to the eflablithment of
peace.  He was permitted to go to Paris on his parole, to treat in
perfon with the king. A marriage was concluded about that time
betweea his fon and a grand-daughier of the dutchefs of Valenti=
nois. And by this event, joined to the king’s habitual attach=
im, he recovered: all. his wonted influence; and cafily
perfuaded Henry to confent to fuch terms of accommodation as it
was not likely that Philip would reject.

PLENIPOTENTIARIES were foon afterwards named by both
‘princes, and a congrefs, for difeufling their refpedive claims, ap-
pointed to be held at the Abbey of Cercamps, not far from the
place where the armies were encamped. ‘The duke of Alva, the
prince of Orange, Ruy Gomez de Sylva, Granvelle bifhop of
Arras, and Vigilius, prefident of the council of flate at Bruffels,
were nominated by Philip; and by Henry, the Conflable himfelf
‘was named, the Cardinal of Lorrain, the marefchal of St. André,
Morvilliers bifhop of Orange, and Aubefpine the feeretary of flate.
“The dutchefs of Lorrain, whom it highly imported, on account of
the vicinity of her dominions, that the two kings fhould put an
end to the war, adted with great afliduity the part of mediator
between them.

Tuz conferences, which were opened in Oftober, were foon
afterwards interrupted by the death of Mary queen of England,
who ended her fhort inglorious reign on the feventeenth of No-
vember following. But Elizabeth renewed the powers of the
Fnglith commiffioners, and the congrefs was refumed in the be-
ginning of the year one thoufand five hundred and fifty-nine, at
Chateau Cambrefis*s

4 Ferber's Tll View, p. 1
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In removing fo many grounds of difference as fubfifled between
Philip and Henry, the plenipotentiaries encountered many diffi-
culties; but the zeal and adtivity of the Conflable; added to the
unlimited influence which he had acquired over his mafler, fur-
mounted every obflacley and foon brought the treaty, fo far as
Philip, Henry, and the duke of Savoy were concerned, to the de-
fired conclufion. Nothing retarded the figning of it, but the de-
termined obftinacy of the French commiffioners in refufing to
reflore Calais to the queen of England; who, on the other hand,
declared, that fhe would not lay down her arms unlefs that con=
queft were reflored. - Philip: thought himfelf bound in honour 1o
fupport the claim of Elizabeth; fince it was entirely on his ac-.
count that the Englih nation had engaged in the war, and in-
curred the lofs of the place in queftion. In a polilical view, like-
'wife, he was defirous that Calais fhould be reftored. He confi-
dered, that, in fome future period, he might derive advantage, as
bis father had fometimes done, from that facility which the pof-
feffion of Calais gave the Englifh of invading France.

Bur the zeal which Philip difeovered on' this occafion in belalf
of Elizabeth, atofe principally from a very different motive. By
Mary’s death; his connexion with England had lately been dif~
folved, and he had formed the fehieme of renewing it, by marrying
Elizabeth, The duke of Feria, his ambaffador at London, was
ordered to propofe the matriage, and at the fame time to acquaint
thie queen that his mafter would procure a difpenfation for it from
the pope:

EvizaneTn had many motives to deter her from liflening to
this propofal. « Philip’s imperious temper would alone have been
a fufficient reafon for rejecting it Befides this, fhe knew well
what apprehenfions her fifters marriage had oceafioned among the

Englifh,
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Englifh, with regard to their liberty and independence; and that

;5= ‘her own popularity was greatly owing to the univerfal joy which

1550,

their deliverance from thefe apprehenfions had excited. She con-
fidered that her marsiage with Philip would be Jiable to the fame
objection as that of her father with Catharine of Arragon 3 and
that her accopting of the pope’s difpenfation would be in cffeét to
acknowledge that her mother’s martiage was unlawful, and fhe
herfelf illegitimate. - By doiog this fhe might fecure to herfelf the
protedtion of Spain, and thereby hold a precarious and dependent
authority during Philip’s life; but fhe would forfeit for ever the
favour of her proteftant fubjets, who alone were! fincerely at-
tached to her perfon and government; while fhe would throw
herfelf on the mercy of the Catholics ; who, confidering her as an
ufurper, would, on the firlt favourable' opportunity of affert-
ing the tidle of the queen of Scotland, think it their duty to de-
‘prive her of her crown.

Watiss, for thefe reafons, Elizabeth was unalterably deter-
mined ot to accept of Philip for a hufband, fhe thought it pru-
deat for fome time to, conceal het intention; and fhe returned
fuch an zmbiguous, but obliging anfiwer.to his ambaffador, that
Philip fattered himfelf with the hopes of fucefs, and actually took
fome fleps to procure a difpenfation. . As long as there remained
any foundation for thefc hopes, he appeared extremely zealous for
the reftution of Caluis.  But when Elizabeth, finding herfelf
firmly eflablithed on the throne, ventured to introduce certain
alterations in religion, which difcovered her refolution to abolifh
popery in her dominions, Philip. confidered this part of her con-
dué as a fufficient indication of her intentions with regard to him.
That zeal with, which he had at fiet epouted her intereft, began
to abate; and the Englifh plenipotentiaries dreaded.that, without

7 regard
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regard to he claim of their miftrels, he would not delay 30,0 %
much, lcnger <o put the finifhing hand to his treaty with the king

of France .

B Tength perceived that it was in vain to hope for
recovering Calais by treaty’; and, as the fituation of her affairs
at home rendered it highly incxpedient to employ force, fhe wifely
sefolved to give it upon the following conditions : that Heary
fould reflore it before the end of cight years, or pay 500,000
crowns; that foreign merchants, not fubjets of France, fhould
give fecurity for the money; that hoflages hould be delivered,
till that fecurity were: procured; and that, whether the money
were paid o not, Elizabeth’s claim fhould remain valid, wnlefs
‘within the time fpecified; fhe fhould commi hoftlities againft the
fubje@s of the French king.

Towa®Ds his other allics, Philip's condudt was perfe@ly con- pesce coae

formable to the ditates of the fricteft honour.  He procured

the reftitution of Montferrat to the duke of Mantua; of Bouil-
Jon to the bifhop of Liege; of the'ifle of Corfica to the Genoefe ;
and of all the towns which the French had feized in Savoy, Pied=
miont, and Breffe, (o the duke of Savoy. = This peace was advan-
tageous to himfelf as well as to the princes in alliance with him,
He recovered Thionville, Marienburgh, Montmedi, and all the
other places which had been taken by the French genérals during
the war, and acquired the fovereignty of the county of Chia-
lois!,

I i e 1o Blfabeth; of conia e
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In return for the many conceMions made by Henry, that mo-
narch received no other compenfation but St: Quintin, and the
two unimportant tcwns of Ham and Catelet. Wil his people
therefore, rejoiced at the conclufion of the war, which had fome-
times excited in their minds the moft dreadful apprehenfions, they
complained bitterly of the inequality of the terms of -peace, and
were highly exafperated againft the conflable; who, in order to
accomplifh bis private views, had abufed the 100 cafy temper of
his mafter, and made a facrifice of the interefls and the honour of
France, Montmorenci durft not have counfelled Henry to confent
to fuch difadvaritageous terms, had be not devifed the expedient
of giving Elizabeth, Henry's eldeft daughter, in matriage to Phi-
lip, and Margaret, bis fiter, to the dukelof Savoy. ~ Thefe mar-
riages ferved, in fome meafure, as an excufe for the ample con=
ceffions made to thefe two princes ; fince honourable fettlements
were hereby obtained for the dunghier and fiflr of the king.
AmipsT that atter which Philip and Henry beftowed in
this treaty, on their political and civil interefls, religion was not
Sorgotten. They bound themfelves mutwally to maintain the

Catholic faith in their dominions ; and to procure * the convoca=
tion of a general council, for fuppreffing herefy, and refloring
tranquillity o the church.

Ir s not to be doubted that Hlenry would have folfilled this
article of the treaty with the fame cxacnefs which he obferved
in exccuting the other articles; but a fadden period was put to
s life, in a few months after the peace was figned, by an acci-
dent which happened in the time of the rejoicings celebrated
on account of his fiflers marriage, Having entered the s ac
the count of Montgomery, captain of his

a tournament
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‘guards, the count’s lance broke on Henry's corflet, and a fplinter
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ofit having pierced his right eye, inflicted a wound, of which he ———
55

dicd in a few days, at the age of forty.

Tuts melancholy event made no alteration with refpet to the
treaty of peace. The duke of Alva had fome time before efpoufed
Elizabeth, in bis mafler’s name ; and Margaret's marriage with
Emanuel was celebrated privately in a chapel of the palace.

T courtiers and the people of France were affedted varioully Sieof

by Henry's death. The Conflable loft thereby all the fruits of
his late intrigucs, and was foon afterwards obliged to retire from
court, and to refign that power which he had fhewn himfelf fo
folicitous to attain, into the hands of his enemies.

Tur young king, Francis the Sccond, a prince equally weak Fisnc I

in body and in mind, was ‘entirely governed by his wife, the
celebrated Mary queen of Scots 3 who was blindly devoted to her
wncles, the cardinal of Lorrain and the duke of Guife, Thefe
two men engroffed almoft the whole adminifiration of the king=
dom; admitting only the queen-mother to a fhare of it, from
their knowledge of her ambitious, intriguing fpirit, and the dread
which they entertained of her influence, as a mother, over the
fecble mind of Francis. They fhewed no moderation in the ex-
excife of the power which they had ufurped ; but feized on every
advantage for themfelves, and aid hold of every opportunity to
‘Humble and mortify their adverfaries. The princes of the blood,
‘with Lewis prince of Conde at their head, bore with extreme im=
‘patience the infigaificance to which they were reduced ; and re-
folved to embrace the firft occafion that thould offer, to vindicate
their right to that fharc in the management of affairs, to. which
they thought themfelves intitled by their birth, and the ancient
pragtice of the realm '
D, Caelons b i, & Aédiions aox Meatires de Cellnste
Vor. L. HILE
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BOOK Wiy the great men in France were thus animated againt

== each other by cofderations of a poliical niture, the people were

559 violently agitated, and their minds inflamed by religious contro-

verfies. Under the reign of Henry, the Calvinifls had fuffered the

moft eruel perfecution ; yet they had multiplied exceedingly during

that period in every quarter of the kingdom. The duke of Guie

and the cardinal of Lorraine kept alive the flaes of perfecution

againft them, and on all oceafions appeared intent on their defiruc-

tion. This alone would have determined the prince of Condéand

his adherents to efpoue the proteftant caufe; for cven although we

fhould not believe that the chiefs in either party were fincere in

their religious profeffion, yet it cannot be fuppofed they would

have failed to embrace fo fpecious a pretext as the differences in

religion afforded them to palkiate their condu@t. The prince of

Condé would inftantly have had recourfe to arms, if the admiral,

‘more pradent and fagacious, had ot prevailed on him to fufpend

his refolution till a more favourable junéture; but it was impofible

that paffions fo violent as thofe by which both parties were im-

pelled, could be kept fong under reftraint; and to every perfon

capable of refleding on what e faw pafling before him, it was
apparent that the nation was upon the eve of a civil war.

RaNCE has i no period produced a more remarkable affem-
blage of great men than in the prefent and the fucceeding
seigas; and had there been a prince upon the throne poffeed of
abilities fufficient to controu! their inordinate ambition, the French
nation might have much fooner reached that degree of greatnels
and profperity, which it attained towards the conclufion of the
following century : but this mighty kingdom, poffeled of every
advantage which nature beflows, became a fcene of devaftation and
mifery for almoft forty years, through the mlfayphc:tmn of thofe

3 very
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very talents, which, if they had been properly employed; would
bave rendered it profperous and h

L LS ip than this confu-
fion, and the debility confequent upon it, in. that nation, from
which alone he had reafon to expect oppofition. to his defigns.
It left him at liberty to purflie whatever meafures he thould think
‘proper for the confirmation and increafe of his power in Spain,
Ttaly, and the Netherlands; and it gave no fnall reafon to the other
European powers to-apprehend, that France itflf would fall un~
der the Spanifh yoke.

67
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I Yuly, the fate of affars was no lefs favourable to Philip's S oflal.

‘views, than in France. He was now the fole and undifputed fo-
vereign of the dutchy of Milan, and the kingdom of Naples and
Sicily. His inveterate enemy, Paul the Fourth, was lately dead
and Pius the Fourth, who was no lefs devoted to his intereft
than Paul had been adverfe, was raifed to the papal throne. ‘The
republic of Genoa, the dukes of Savoy, Mantua, Tufcany, and
Parma, were his allies, whom he had bound to his intereft by the
ftrongeft ties; the three fiet, by procuring for them the reftitution
of their dominions from the Freach King; the fourth, by granting
bim the inveftiture of Sicna ; and the fafl, by ceding to him the
ity of Placentia and its territory.

‘Artex the conclufion of the peace, nmhing remained to render
Philip uneafy, either in his own dominions or in the neighbour-
ing kingdoms, but the progrefs which R ‘made,
and were fill making, in almoft every country in Turope. From
Germany and Switzerland, where the Reformation tools ts rife it
had fpread with the moft aflonifhing rapidity. It had become the
eftablithed religion, not only in feveral of the confiderable pro-
vinces and free citics in Germany and the Cantons in Switzer=
land, butlikewife in the kingdoms of Englaad, Scotland, Ssweden,

K2 a
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and Denmark; and in fome of thofe flates where the ancient reli

;_.,‘, gion fill maintained its ground, the protefants were grown fo

1555

numerous as to be extremely formidable to their opponents.

Frow the conflant intercourfe which fubfifls between Germany
and the Netherlands, it was impoffible but the new opinions muft
have been early propagated from the former to the latter ; and ac-
cordingly, in the month of May 1521, the emperor Charles had
publifhied an edit, in which all the penalties of high treafon were
denounced againft thofe who thould be found guilty of holding
any of Luther's tenets; or of republifhing, or vending any books
‘written by him or his followers. In the exccution of this edict,
‘which Charles from time to time rencwed, all the fury of perfe-
cution was exercifed; and it is affirmed by feveral cotemporary
‘hiftorians, that during the reign of Charles fifty thoufand of the
inhabitants of the Low Gountries were put to death on account of
ous principles. ‘Thefe principles, however, far from
being extirpated, were more and more diffufed in the midRt of
thofe feverities which were employed to fupprefs them.

Priviz was not ignorant of the progres which they had
made; and it gave him the greater uncafinefs, becaufe, being ex-
ceedingly defirous of fetting out for Spain, he would be obliged
to commit the bufinefs of extirpating herefy from the Nether-
lands to others, whom he could not fuppofe poffeffed of the fame
fervent zeal againft it, of which he himfIf was confeious. In
order to prevent as much s poffible. the inconveniences which
‘might arife from his abfence, he had gone from his camp at Dour-
lens to Bruffels, and had been employed during the winter feafon
in fewding the government of the provinces.

THE
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HE provinces, which, on  account of their fuation are
called the Netherlands, were long governed, by their re-
fpeftive princes, under the titles of Dukes, Marquifles, or Counfs,
Thefe princes were for many years engaged in perpetual wars
‘with the neighbouring powers, or with one another; and, as they
had frequent occafions, during thefe wars, to have recourfe to the
‘people for fupplies, the cities, the nobles, and " ecclefialics, ac-
‘quired, in xeturn, feveral rights and privileges, by which the pro-
vinces partook more of the nature of republics, than of regal
governments.  The fupreme authority was lodged in the affembly
of the States, which had the power of mecting as often as the
members thought expedient. And without the confent of that
affembly, no war could be undertaken, no taxes could be im-
pofed, no new laws enadted, no change made in the current
<oin, and no foreigaers admitted into any branch of the admini~
ration.
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flration. The fovercignty defcended according to the ordinary
laws of hereditary fucceffion 5 but no prince was allowed to enter
upon the exercife of it, till he had folemnly fivorn to obferve and
‘maintain the fundamental laws .

In this fituation thefe provinces remained for feveral ages;
till by the falure of the male line in fome of the reigning fami-
Ties, by intermartiages, and by conquels, they fell under the do-
minion of the houfe of Burgundy. After this event they fill
continued to enjoy their ancient privileges, and to be governed
according to their old laws; with this diference only, that where-
2s all criminal and civil caufes had been formerly determined, in
the 1aft refort, by the councils of the feveral provinces, it swas
eftablifhed, that parties might appeal from thefe to the tribunal of
Mechlin; which was inflituted in order to unite the provinces
more clofely, and to give them more the appearance of one
flate.

Uniper the adminiflration of the Burgundian princes, and even
Tong before their acceffion to the fovercignty, trade and manu-
fagtures. flourifhed in the Netherlands more than in any other
European flate. . No city. in. thofe days, except Venice, poliefed
fuch extenfive commerce as Antswerp. It was the ftaple, or great
mart of all the northern nations. Bruges was litle inferior.
Arras was famous for tapefiries, which ftll retain the name of
that place.  In the city of Ghent there were many thoufand arti-
ficers employed in the woollen manufaclure, long before the art
wras known to. the Englifh, from whom the wool was purchafed
by the indufirious Flemings,

Fox this profperity the inhabitants of the Netherlands were,
in a great meafure, indebted to the nature and fituation of their
country; ‘which, 4s it liesin the centre of Europe, commanding

* Grotiusde Andi. Repub, Batar. cip. 5.
the
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the entrance and navigation of feveral of the great rivers of Ger-
‘many, and is almoft every where interfected by thefe rivers, or, by
canals and branches of the fea, is admirably fitsed both for foreign
and domelic or iolsnd trade.  This fiogular advantage, however,
could ot have ensbled the Flemings 1o leave the other European
nations fo fir behind them, if the form of their civil government
badnot beea peculiarly favourable to heir excrions. - The great-
eft advantages which nature affords for improvement in the arts
of life, may be sendered ufelefs 10 the people who poffefs them,
by an injudicious, or tyrannical and oppreflive exercife ‘of the
civil power,  And univerfal expericnce proves, how vain it is to
expect that men will apply. themfclves with vigour to commercial
‘purfuits, where their perfons are infecute, or where the fraits of
their induftry may be feized by the rapacious hand of a defpotic
prince. But happily for the inhabitants of the Low Countries,
the fovereigns of the  feveral provinces (unable, perhaps, from.
the finall extent of their dominions, to execute any plan of tyran
ny againft the people) were, at a very carly period, induced to-
give their confent and fandlion to the above-mentioned fyftem of
fundamental laws; by which, although theic prerogative was
abridgeds yet their power and refources were greatly augmented,
through that profperity which their moderate government had
enabled their fubjeds to attain.

Tae fovereigaty of thefe Aourithing provinces paffed from the:
family of Burgundy into that of Aufiria, by the marriage of
Mary, daughter of Charles the Bold, and fole hcirels of bis do-
‘minions, with Maximilian, fon of Frederic the Third, emperor of
Germany. “This marriage was fet on foot and concluded by the
Flemings themfelves, who, agreeably to their free maxims of go-
vernment, affamed the direétion of the conduct of their princefs in
his matter, which fo nearly concerned their profperity and ffety.

Lewis,
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Lewis the Eleventh of France had demanded her for his fon
the dauphin; whilt he moft impolitically gave offence to the
States, by feizing upon Burgundy and Picardy as fiefs of the
kingdom of France. 'This imprudent flep, and the death of the
bifhop of Liege, uncle of Mary, and a partifan of Lewis, deter-
‘mined the Flemings in their choice. They judged wifely, that
their liberty would be fafer in the hands of Maximilian, whofe
hereditary dominions were fmall, and lay at a diflance from them,
than in thofe of a neighbouring prince fo powerful as Lewis, who,
in all his condu®, had difcovered fo much injuflice and rapacity.

Tuz Flemings fhewed the fume laudable jealoufy of their pri-
vileges after Maximilian’s marriage with their princefs, which
bad influenced: them in their choice of him for her hufband.
About four years' after her marriage, Mary died of a bruife
which fhe recéived by a fall from horfeback, when fhe #as big
with child. - Maximilian, under the name of tutor to his fon Phic
Tip, affumed the reins of government. The Flemings confidered
his conduct as an encroachment on  their rights, and refufed to
acknowledge his authority, Gl the States had ordained that he
fhould be admitted as governor, only for a limited time, and
wpon conditions which they required he fhould take an oath to
fulfil.

Hz did not obferve thefz conditions fo cxa@ly as they expedted,
They complained of his conferring offices upon Burgundians and
Germans. They were grievoully offended with him for intro-
ducing foreign troops into the provinces, and apprehended that
he had formed a defign againt their liberty.  After he was elected
King of the Romans, their fufpicions rofe to fo great a heighty

that, upon his entering the city of Broges with a numerous train
of attendants, the inhabitants ran to arms, furrounded him in the
market-place, feized his perfon, and confined him in the caflle,

where

UVVA.BHSC



PHILIP I. KING OF SPAIN.

where they kept him prifoner for feveral months. The pope and

emperor interpofed in his behalf, but could not obtain his liberty

ill e had given fecurity with regard to the feveral particulars on
account of which they had taken offence.

O the fae jealous attention to their liberty the Flemings gave

A i s 3

that of his grandion Charles V. they.had real ground of unea-
finefe.  Charles might have eafily fubdued them, i he had been
inclined to ufe his power fo ungeneroully : and his arbitrary tem-
per had fufficiently appeared in his government of Spain and Ger-
‘maay ia both which countries he had trampled on all thofe rights
of the people, which had been long efteemed the moft inviolable.
On feveral occafions he had introduced foreigh troops into the
Low Countries; and it has been afferted ", that he once deliberated
whether he fhould employ them in efablifhing in the provinces
the fume fort of arbitrary government which fubfited in his Spa-
nifh and Tealian dominions.

Bur Charles was born in the Netherlands, and had pafed there
e pleafunteft of his younger days. He loved the people, and

was fond of their manners; which refembled his own, and were "

not fo referved and flately as thofe of the Spaniards. From tafte
and carly attachment he kept them always about his perfon, and
tad beftowed on them the moft important offices in his dominions.
To his preceptor, Adrian of Utrecht, who, through his. intereft,
was afterwards advanced to the papacy, he committed the govern-
‘ment of Spain: and Charles de Lanoy, whom he appointed vice-
1oy of Naples, was intrufled with the management of his affairs
in Ttaly for feveral years, with unlimited authority. In all the
wars which he carried on ‘in Germany, and on the frontiers of
France, be placed a particular confidence in his Flemifh troops;

> Grotes, p. 6.
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ufed the people, when he refided among them, with the moft

——— courteous familiarity, and bavifhed from his intercourfe with

1559-

i anpapu-
arbehaviour.

them, that form and ceremony which renders it fo diffcult for
‘princes either to know that they are beloved, or to fhew that they
deferve it

Ttz Flemings entertained a grateful fenfe of the kindnefs with
which he treated them. - 1f we except the infurrection of the peo-
ple of Gheat, there happened almoft no difturbance in the Nether-
Jands during his reign. The States affifted him liberally in defray-
ing the expence of thofe wars in which he was almoft continually
engaged, and difcovered, at all times, a warm attachment to his
perfon.

Cuarzrs would gladly have tranfinitted to his fon the affection
which lie bore towards his Flemith fubjefts; and for this purpofe
he had, as above related, brought him to Flanders in his youth,
in order to reconcile him to the manners and cufloms of the peo-
ple. - And afterwards, when e himfelf had refolved to retire from
the world, and to leave the government of his dominions in the
Tands of Philip, e exhorted him, with much carnctnefs, to cul-
tivate the affetions of the Flemings, and to govern them accord=
ing to thofe laws to which they had been £ long accuftomed, and
were fo firongly attached. i

Bur Philip could not enter into his father’s views, He had
never made any confiderable flay in the Netherlands; and could
not be fond of a people whofe manaers were fo different from
his own. In Spain, where he received his cducation, he had
been taught the moft faperfliious reverence for the Holy See,
and hiad imbibed the moft extravagant ideas of the extent of regal
authority.  Charles was not, in reality, lefs fond of power; but
in him ambition was, in fome meafure, tempered and corredted

© Beaivogho, p. 4o i
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by his acquaintance with the world; whereas, in Philip, it was
perverted and inflamed by the fentiments of an illiberal, cruel,
gloomy fuperfition.

Tuz Flemings had long perceived and lamented the difference
betwwecn the charadler of their late, and that of their prefent fove-
seign. Philip had taken tho ufual oath, by which he bound him-
£lf 0 maintain their privileges; and had made them the frongell
profeffions of regard and affection,  But they judged of his difpo-
fition towards them from his condud, rather thao from his oath or
his profelions. They were not admitted, whillt he lived amongtt
them, 10 any fhare of his truft and confidence; and, in violation
of their fundamental laws, he committed the adminiftration of the
moft important branches of government to the bifhop of Arras, a
Burgundian; or to his Spanifh miniflers, Ruy Gomez de Sylva,
‘prince of Eboliy and the dukes of Feria and Alva ; whom the Flem-
ings confidered as enemies to their nation, and firenuous abettors
of that defpotic power, to which, from the beginning of Philip's

ign, they had fufpedted that he afpired.

Tr was not long before he gave them convincing proof hosw

well-grounded their fears were with regard to his intentions, by ¥

the meafures which he employed for extinguifhing the new opi-
nions in religion.  Thefe opinions had been  of late diffufed
through every corner of the Netherlands; having been imported
thither, pardly by foreign merchants who eame to refide there ; and
‘partly by the Swifs and German troops, whom both Charles and
Philip had employed in their wars againft France; but chiefly by
the Englifh, French, and German proteflants, who had fled from
the perfecutions which were carried on againft them in their native

countrics.
CuarvEs had, as mentioned in the preceding book, fhewn
the fame inclination t0 extirpate the reformed religion in the Ne-
L2 therlands,
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thedands, which he had difcovered in Germany; and had, for
this purpofe, publifhed feveral ediffs againt the Proteflants ;
‘many of whom had fuffered the moft cruel death

GrEAT numbers had begun to leave the provinces, and to tranf-
port their families and effects to the neighbouring flates.  Charles
was moved with the reprefentation which he received of this event,
from the regent his fifler, the queen dowager of Hungary. He
felt for the calamitics of the people, and he dreaded the confe-
quences of depopulating a country from which he had often re-
ccived the moft cffecual afitance and fuppos

Bur thefe confiderations had no degree of influcnce on Philip.
He republithed the edits, and ordered the governors and magi-
frates to carry them into rigorous esceution.

I thefe edi@s it was enacted, that all perfons who held any er-
roneous opinion fhould be deprived of their offices, and degraded
from their rank. It was ordained, that whoever fhould be con-
vidted of having taught heretical do@rines, or of having been pre-
fent at the religious meetings of heretics, fhould, if they were men,
be put to death by the fword, and if women, be buried alive.
Such were the punifhments denounced even againft thofe who re-
pented of their errors and forfook them; while all who perfifted
in them were condemned to the flames.  And even thofe who af-
forded fhelter to heretics in their houfes, or who omitted to give
snformation againt them, were fubjected to the fame penalties as
heretics themfelves.

Pusip was not fatisied with publithing and exccuting thefe
cruel cdifts. He likewife eftablifhed a particular tribunal for the
extirpation of herely, which, although it was not called by the

4 1t i ol ncredible tha the momber of tofe who fufred cosld amost 10 50,c03,
e thi s afirmed by fevera hflisn. Metcren cals he nvnbes.,000. - Grotis . 12.
Llic toocoan F Pasl, 1b. v, calsit 50,000

name
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‘name Inguifition, had all the effeatials of that iniquitous infitu-
tion. Perfons were commitied to prifon upon base fufpicion, and
Put to the torture on the ighteft evidence,. The accufed were not
confronted with their accufers, or made acquainted with the crimes
for_which they fuffered. The civil judges were not allowed to
take any futher concern i profecutions for herefy, than o exe-
cute the fentences which the inquifitors had pronounced. The

‘poffefions of the fufferers were confifcated; and informers were
encouraged; by an affurance of impuhity in cafe they themfelves
were guilty, and by the promife of rewards ",

Ir is not furprifing, that the eRablithment of this arbi-
trary. wibunal fhould have occafioned. difquietude in the Nether-
Tands. It had created difturbance even in Spain and Ttaly, where
the people could not boat fo much as the Flemings of their civil
rights; and had been firenuoully oppofed by many who were
fincerely attached to the Catholic religion. In the Flemings it
excited the moft frightful apprehenfions. . They confidered it as
utterly fabverfive of thei liberty. They dreaded the ruin of their
commerce ; which could not fubfift unlefs the foreign merchants,
‘many of whom were proteftants, could refide among them with
fafety. The new opinions had been propagated throughout ald
the provinces, and men knew not how far' the inquifitors might
extend their power, or how great a number might be found
Tiable to punifhments that were denounced, not only againft here-
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tics themfelves, but againftall thofe who were fufpeed to befriend

them.

To thefe caufes of difcontent Philip added another, by increaf-
i the number of bifhoprice from five o feventcen, the number
of the provinces. This meafure, which would not at any other
e given. much offence, was in the prefent jun@ture uni-
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verfally difigrecable. Granville bifhop of Atras was the chicf
advier of it; nor did he and the king’s other counfellors feruple
to acknowledge, that their intention in promoting it, was to have
at all times a fufficient number of perfons in the Netherlands,
upon whofe zeal the King could rely for a vigorous exceution of
the edi@s.
The new bifhops were therefore confidered as fo many new in-
uifitors.  Their creation was regarded as an encroachment on the
privileges of the  provinees, and a violation, on the part of the
king, of the oath which he had taken at his acceffion, to preferve
the church in the condition in which he found it. The principal
nobility were particularly. averfe to this innovation, becaufe the
‘number of the counfellors of flate was thereby greatly augmented,
and confequently the influence of the ancient members of the
council was impaiced, and the balance of power thrown into the
hands of the clergy ; who, they doubted not, would on all occa-
fions fhew themielves ready to fupport the arbitrary meafires of
the fovereign. - But no fe@ of men exclaimed fo loudly as the
Monks and Abbots, whofe oppofition was inflamed by motives
both of ambition and intereft. For befides that they would be
obliged to yield the precedency to the bifhops, and have much lefs
‘weight than hitherto in the affemblies of the States, it was out of
their revenues that the new bifhoprics were to be endowed. They
were therefore highly incenfed. They laboured to conned: their
private intereft with that of the public ; and reprefented the new
eredtion as no lefs pernicious to the country in general, than it was
to their order in particular,
Besives the grievances enumerated, the Flemings complained
bitterly, thatiin the midft of peace the provinces were filled with
Spanifh foldiers. They had ever efteemed it one of their moft

 Bentiveglio, i i,
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valuable privileges, that, according to. their fundameatal laws, 500 X
10 foreign troops could be brought into the Netherlsnds: ~ Charles “—rmmr
indeed had often introduced them in the courfe of his wars with 5%
France, and with the proteflants ia Germany. ~ But the Flemings

had been dazzled with the glory which generally atended that
‘monarch’s arims, and had not entertained the fame jealoufy of his
intentions ab of thofe of Philip; who, they could not help think-

ing, had formed a defign to reduce them under a defpotic govern=

meat; and had, with this view, deferred fo long the difmiffion of

his Spanifh troops. - Their difcontent was greatly increafed by the.

infolent and rapacious behaviour of thefe troops;, which in Zealand

was fo intolerable, that the people actually refufed to work at tieic.

dykes, fuying, that they chofe rather to be fvallowed up by the.

ocean, than 1o remain a prey (0 the cruelty and avarice of the

Spanih foldicrs

Sucn was the flte of affairs, and fuch the temper of the people,
when Philip, intending to fet out for Spain, was deliberating
concerning a proper perfon fo whom he might commit the govern-
ment of the Netherlands. .

He hefitated for fome time between Chriftina the dutchefs The duches
of Lorrain, his coufin, and Margaret dutchefs of Pams, a natural %428
daughter of the latc emperor. ‘The former had diffinguifhed her- £
£If by her prudent condud in the government of Lorrain after
‘her hufband's death, and had lately acquired confiderable reputa-
tion by her negociations in the treaty of peace at Chatéau-Cam~
brefis. From the vicinity of Lorrain to the Low Countries, the.

Flemings were well acquainted with her eharaler; and, as they
had groaned under the burdén of the French war, and had now
begun to tafle, with gratitude, the fruits of that peace which

€ Thefeidions were ot
e, Redaons, .
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Q0K Chrifina's wiflom had contributed to. procure for them, they
b wére exceedingly defirous that the government of the provinces
55" fhould be left in her hands, But Philip had good reafon for the
preference which he gave to the dutchels of Parma. The dukes
of Lorrain were, from theie fituation, in fome meafure dependent
upon the crown of France; whereas the dutchy of Parma was
furrounded with Philip’s Italian dominions; and the duke and
dutchefs were willing to fend their fon, the celebrated Alexander
Farnefe prince of Parma, to the court of Spain; on pretence of
being educated there, but, in truth, as a pledge of that implicic
obedience which the dutches engaged to yield to the king's in-

junétions in her government of the provinces .

‘As Philip did not intend to return foon to the Netherlands, he
thought proper, before his departure, to fummon a convention of
the States ; which was dccordingly held in Ghent. He was pre-
fent himfelf, accompanicd by the new regent, at the firft opening
of that affembly ; but as he could not fpeak the language of the
country, he employed the bifhop of Arras to addrefs the deputics
in s name.

sevitopar THE bifhop began his fpeech with informing them of the
Aratufpeeh 1ingts refolution of going to Spain, and the reafons which ren-
dered his journey thither neceffary. He expatiated on the affec-
tion which Philip bore towards his Flemifh fubjets; to twhom
his family had been fo much indebted for that afcendant and
influence, which had given them poffeffion of fuch extenfive terri-
torics. His affairs in Spain, he hoped, would not detain him
long; but, in cafe they fhould, he promifed to fend his fon to
refide in the Netherlands. To the mean time he carneflly ex-
Horted the States to fludy to preferve the public peace; and to
this end he thought that nothing could conduce £ much, as the

» Banvogl :
extispation
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extirpation. of herefy, which, whill it fet men at variance with
God, put arms into their hands againft their civil fovercign.
They ought therefore zealoully o maintain the purity of their an-
clent faith, and for this purpofe, o execute with vigour the feveral
edidts publithed for the fuppreffion of herefy, Tn/this, and every.
other meafire, he hoped that they would concur chearfully with
the dutchefs of Parma, whom he had appointed regent in his ab-
fence. - He would leave the Netherlands, impreffed with the decp-
eft fenfe of that fidelity and affedtion which his fubjedts there had
ever fhewn him;; and would, s foon as poffible, remove the fo-
reign troops, and deliver the people from every othcr burden
‘which the exigency of his affairs had made it necelfary to im-
e,
b h R e fpeech contained the warmeft
fentiments of affection and loyalty. ~But, before the conven-
tion. was diffolved, Philip perceived that the deputics were far
from being fatisfied with every part of his adminiftration.  They
had expedled that the troops would have been immediately traat-
ported to Spain, and could not diftover any reafon for keeping
them longer in the Low-Countries but fuch as filled their minds
with terror.  Their fufpicion that the Inquifition was about to be.
eftablifhed in the Netherlands, excited the moft difquicting appre-
henfions.  There were fome of the deputies who ferupled not
openly to remonfrate, That the Low Countries had never been
aceuflomed 1o an inflitution of fo much rigour and feverity: That
the people trembled at the very name of the  Inquifiion, ‘and
would fly to the remoteft corners of the earth rather than fubmit
toit: That it was not by fire and the fiword, but by the gentleft
and fofteft remedies, that the evil complained of muft be cured :

* Beativeglio,p. 5.
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That as each individual had a habit or conflitution of body peculiar
to himfclf, fo every nation had a peculiar temperament o charac~
ters That what might be fuitable to Spain or Italy, would be cx-
tremely unfit for the Netherlands; and that, in general, the na-
tions in the fouthern parts of the world could ive happily under a
degree of reftraint which would render the nosthern nations cx-
tremely miferable’,

Tikse and fuch other reprefentations were addreffed to the
king himfelf by fome of the députies, who endeavoured to per-
fuade him to annul, or at leafl to moderate the edi@ts. But on
this head Philip was inexorable. And when one of his minifters
reprefented, that, by perfifting in the exccution of thefe edidls,
e might kindle the fecds of rebellion, and thereby lofe the fove=
zeigaty of the provinces; e replied, * That he had much raher
« be no king at all, than have heretics for his fubjects™*

‘s religion, which was of all fuperfiitions the moft intolerant 5
his temper of mind, which was naturally haughty and fevere ; his
pride, which would have been wounded by yiclding towhat he had
repeatedly declated he would never yield ; his engagements with
the pope, and an oath which he had taken to devote his reign to
the defence of the popifh faith and the extirpation of herely;
above all, his thirft for defpotic power, with which he confidered
the libertics claimed in religious matters by the proteflants as ut-
terly incompatible s all thefe caufes united, rendered him deaf to
the remonfirances which were male to him, and fised him unal-
terably in his refolution to exccute the edi@ts with the utmoft
rigour. He fhewed himfelf equally inflexible with regard to the
new bifhoprics; nor would he. confent at this time to withdraw

+ Benivoglo b, . :
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the Spanfh eiers, T order, Bowever, o eflethe dium it 10,0 %
ing from his refufal, he offered the command of theft troops to
he prince of Orange and Count Bganons, the tvo ablet and moft
popular noblemen in the Netherlands  the former of whom he.
had appointed governor of Holland, Zealand, and Utrechts and
e atter, of Artois and Flanders. - Both of them declined sccept-
ing of the offer which was made to them, and had the courage
to declare, that they confidered the continuance of the troops in the.
Low Countries, after peace had been cftablifhed with France, as 2.
wviolation of the fundamenlﬂ laws of the conflitution.

oune Eowoxs, defeaded from th dukes of Guclderland, Con s
and one of the moft sccomplithed noblemen in the. Netherlands, ™
‘hasing laely gained immortal onour by the vietories of St. Qui
tin and Gravelines, had juft ground to expect the higheft rewards
in the power of Philip to beflow.

T price of Ornge, o well known i bitry by e name. Wikt
of William the Fief, was the seprefentative of the ancient and il B!
lafious family of Naffau in Germany.. ¥rom his auceflor, one
of whom had been emperor of Germany, he inherited feveral rich
pofffons in the Netherlands ; and he had fucceeded (o the prine
cipality of Orange by the will of Rend de Naffus and Chalone,
his coufin-german, in the year 1544 From that time the Jate
emperor had kept him perpetually about his perfon, and hed
early difcovered in him all thofe extraordinary talents which
rendered i afierwards one of the moft llullrious perfonages
of the age. Both he and count Egmont had afpired to the re-
gency; and their declining to accept of the commiaad of the
Spanith. troops. was, by fome, aferibed to thie chagrin occafioned
by dhei difippointment..The prince of Orange, afer dropping

1559
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500K hisown pretenions, had expreled s defi tohave the regency be-
™ flowed on the dutchy of Lorrain ; and this difcovery of William's

1559 jnclination is faid to have been a principal motive with Philip,

and his Spanifh counfellors, for conferring it on the dutchefs of
Parma. Nor were they Gutisfied with thwarting him in this.
He had begun and made fome progrefs in a treaty of marriage
with one of the princefles of Lorrain. In this meafure likewie
they oppofed him, from an apprehenfion, it was pretended, that
£o clofe a connexion with a family of fogreat influcnce, and whofe
territories lay fo near the Netherlands, would give himan acceffion
of power that might be dangerous in the hands of a perfon whofe
Toyalty there was reafon to fufped.
Guef, | Tr doss ot however appear, that, before the alfembly of the
i States, Philip had any jol geound for s fufpicons of Wiliaa's
conduét; and there is only one circumflance recorded to which
they can be aferibed. The prince having been fent to France as
an hoftage for the exccution of fome articles of the peace of Cha-
teau-Cambrefis, had, during his refidence there, difcovered a
feheme formed by the French and Spanifh monarchs for the ex-
tirpation of the protellants. This fcheme he had communicated
to fuch of his friends in the Netherlands as had embraced the
reformed religion, and from that time the king ceafed to treat
him with his wonted confidence °.

Bur we find a fill more fatisfaclory account of Philip’s aliena-
tion from the prince, in the jealoufy of Granvelle and i Spanith
miniflers.  From his carly youth William had been confidered as
2 principal favourite of the late emperor, who had on all occafions
diftinguithed Bim with peeuliar marks of his efteem. Charles
ufed to communicate to him his moft fecret counfels, and had

© Bentivoglio, .6 Thusnur, tom. i, ib, 3
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een heard to declare, that the prince, though farcely arrived a
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the years of manhood, had often fuggefied expedicnts to him that ¢ ——
5

were of great advantage to bis affairs. William was in the twenty~
third year of his age when Charles refigned his dominions, yet he
had already received foveral public proofs of the emperors attach-
ment, Not to mention his making choice of him to fapport him
in that augult affembly in which he refigned his dominions, o
his beftowing on him, in preference to his other courtiers, tlic
honour of carrying the Tmperial erown to his brother Ferdinand ;
e had appointed him commander in chief of his army, in the ab-
fence of the duke of Savoy, when the prince was only two and
twenty years old. Againtt this meafure all his counfellors had

remonfrated, and had reprefented to him the fuperior charadler of

the French gencrals, the duke de Nevers, and the admiral de Co-
Tigni. But Charles adhered to his choice, and had no reafon
afterwards to repent of it.” William not only faved the troops
while they were under bis command from fuftaining any misfor-
tune or calamity, but fortified Charlemont and Philipille, and
thereby fecured the frontier of the Netherlands, in fpitc of the
moft vigorous efforts which the enemy could make to prevent
bim. This uncommon degree of attachment that was fhewn him
by the father, was the real caufe of the coldnels with which he
weas treated by the fon. Granvelle and the Spanith minifters were
envious of his rifing greataets, and took every opportunity o
infpire Philip with fufpicions of his defigns, and an averfion to his
charater. . Philip was confirmed in his fufpicions by William's
refufing to accept of the command of the troops; and faw that
neither he, nior count Egmont, who likewife declined accepting it,
- were perfons on whom he could depend for executing the plan
which he had formed for efablithing defpotifin in the pro-

~inces.
He
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KN Ha left them, however, in*poffeffion of the feveral governments
_ towhich they had been appointed; and fill allowed them to hold

their places as formerly in the council of State. Their merit, he
led them toall the honours and offices which they

was fenfible,
enjoyed. He knew how estenfive their influence was among the
people; and he was confcious they had been guilty of nothing that
could juflfy him for removing them from their employments;
fince, even when their condu@ had offended him the moft, they
had only exercifed thofe ights, which, by the fundamental laws
of the country, belonged to every inhabitant of the Netherlands.
Bur although Philip did not think proper to difnifs them
from his fervice, he refolved that they fhould not have power to
frufteate his intentions. And for this purpofe he left, for prin-
cipal confellor to the regent, the bithop of Arras, whofe views
were entirely coincident with bis own, and in whom, therefore,
the dutchefs of Parma was defired o repofe unlimited confidence.

Thebifop  ANTHONY PERENOT, bifhop of Arras, o well known in the,

of Aues,

hiflory of the Netherlands by the nime of cardinal Granvelle,
was fon to the celcbrated chancellor of that name, whom the late
emperor bad for many years intrufted with the management of
‘his moft important affairs. Anthony having been early initiated
into bufinefs, had been employed by the’ emperor for feveral
years in the niceft political negociations, and in fome of the
higheft departmeats of the flate, He was a perfon of extraordi-
nary abilities, and particularly diflinguifhed for his cloguence,
his avity, his indullry, and addre. Yet he was extremely
odious to the people whom he was left to govern, who confi-
déred him as the principal author of all their grievances. In the
court of Charles, and afiecwards in that of Philip, he had ac-
quired habits and principles not unfuitable perhaps to the mirifler
of a deipotic prince, but which readered him exceedingly unfic

. for
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for the government of the Low Countries, where the power of
the fovereign was fo much fimited by the laws. He was natu-
rally choleric and haughty, vain, and oftentatious of his credit
with the king; and, by an imperious and interefted behaviour,
had difgufted many of his friends, and inflaimed the relentment
of his caemics. He was particularly obnosious to the principal
mobility; and, in the courfe of his miniftry, had been inftramental
in difappointing many of them in their moft favourite views of
ambition and intereft’.

1 the hands of a perfon fo univerfally difliked, it could not
reafonably be expected that the government would proceed
finoothly. While Philip himfelf was prefent, the difcontented
nobles were overawed.  But no fooner was that reflzaint removed
which the king's prefence impofed upon them, than their ill-hu-
mour broke out, with a degee of violence that drew aftr it the
moft ferious and important confequences.

» Benivogio, & Ssds & Do Vet o, .
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HILIP fet fuil from the Netherlands with a flect of near

fevety fhips, on the 20th of Augufl, and arrived at Loredo,
in the province of Bifcay, on the 29th.  He reached the port in
fafety, but no fooner had he Janded, than a dreadful florm arofe,
in which a part of his fleet was fhipwrecked 5 abme a thoufand
‘men perifhed, and a great number of capital paintings, fltucs, and
other curious works of art, were loft, which Chmlcl had been
employed during forty years in colle@ing, in Germany, taly,
and Flanders.

ParLip, animated by a fpm( fimilar to that which prompted
him, afier the viory of St. s 1o confecrate a church to
St. Laurence, thought he cm-m not, on this occafion, exprefs his
gratitude for his prefervation, in a manner more acceptable o
the Deity, than by declaring his refolution to dedicate his life to
the defence of the Catholic fath, and the extirpation of herely .

b B, v . 4174
Vor. I N As
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As the Spaniards had not for many years enjoyed the prefence
of their fovereign, his arrival diffufed univerfal joy throughout the
Kingdom. ' His adminiftration before his marriage with the queen
of England had procured him the general efteem, and he was
now more refpected than ever, on account of the fignal fuccefs
with which his arms had been attended in his wars with France,
and the moderation and equity which he had difplayed in the peace
of Chateau-Cambrefis.

Tk proofs of affection which he received at this time from
his Spanifh fubjets, were the fironger, becaufe, although Philip
feldom fuffered either joy or forrow to appear in his looks, his dif-
courfe, or behaviour, it was well known how much he was at-
tached to his native country, more than to any of his other do-
minions 3 and it was generally believed, that he intended to
fix in it his perpetual refidence, His manners were fuited only to
thofe of lis Spanifh fubjects; he could not, as has been already
mentioned, fpeak with facility any other language but theirs,
and he poffeffed not that courage and enterprife by which the late
‘emperor had been determined to undertake o many voyages and.
journies to the different flates which were fubjedt to his domi-
nion. The Low Countries had nor, in the eyes of Philip, thofe
charms by which Charles had been fo. powerfully attraled ; and
were particularly difagreeable to him, on account of the refiric-
tions which their free conftitution of government impofed on his
authority.

In the beginning of the reign of Charles, Spain was one of
the frecR fates in Europe; but as the nobles were humbled, and
their power abridged, during the arbitrary, but vigorous admi-
niftration of cardinal Ximenes; (o the ill-concerted and unfuc-
cefsful attempt which the commons of Caflile made fome years
afterwards, to aﬂ'en their rights, ferved only to exalt the royal

prerogatie,
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prerogative, which they intended to have circumferibed, and to
reduce the Cortes to an entire dependence on the crown. And
although in Arragon the people fill enjoyed their ancient pris
Ieges, et here was it probability that they would cver adven-
tre to difpute the will of their prince; who poffefied fuch inex-
hauftible refources, and could, when he pleafed, employ even their
own countrymen the Caftilians, to fubdue them, But there was
10 circumftance which ferved more to increafe Philip’s partiality
for Spain, and to make him prefer it to any of his other domini~
ons for the place of his abode, than the full eflablifhment which
the court of inquifition had acquired in that kingdom, and the fe-
curity which this inflitution afforded him agaioft the propagation
of herefy.

Tis tribunal, which; although it was not the parent, has
been the nurfe and guardian of ignorance and fuperfition, in
every kingdom into which it bas been admitted, vas introduced
into Spain near a century before the prefent period, by Ferdinand
and Ifabella; and was principally intended to prevent the relapfe
of the Jews and Moors, who had been converted, or pretended.
to be converted to the faith of the church of Rome. 1Its juri
diction was not confined to the Jews and Moors, but extended to
all thofe who, in their pratice or opinions, differed from the
eftablithed church.  In the united kingdoms of Gaflile‘and Arra-
gon, there were eighteen different inquifitorial courts; having
cach of them its counfellors, termed Apoflolic Inquifitors; its fes
cretaries, ferjeants, and other offcers; and befides thefe, there
were twenty thoufand familiars difperfed throughout the king-
dom, who adted as fpies and informers, and were employéd to
apprehend all fufpedted: perfons, and to commit them for their
trial, to the prifons which belonged to the inquifition. By thefe
familiars, perfons were feized on bare fufpicion ; and, in contra=

N2 diction,
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didtion to the common rules of law, they were putto the torture,
tried and condemned by the inquifitors, without being confronted
cither with their accufers, or with the witneffes on whofe evidence
they were condemned. The punifhments inflicted were more or
e dreadful, according to the caprice and humour of the judges.
The unhappy victims were cither frangled, or committed to the
flames, o loaded with chains and fhut up in dungeons during life,
Their effets were confifcated, and their familics figmatifed with
infamy "

Tas inflitution was, no doubt, well caleulated to produce an
uniformity of religious profeion; but it had a tendency like-
wife to- defiroy the fveets of focial life; to banith all freedom of
thought and fpeech; to difturb mens minds with the moft dif-
quicting apprehenfions, and o produce the moft intolerable fla-
very, by reducing perfons of all ranks of life to a fate of abject
dependence upon priefls; whofe integrity, were it even greater
than that of other men, s in every falfe religion it is lefs, moft
have been corrupted by the uncontroulable authority which they
were allowed to exercife.

Sucn nearly were the fentiments which even the Spaniards en~
tertained of this iniquitous tribunal, at the time when it was
erecled*, But not having had experience then of its pernicious
effects, and confidering it as intended for the chaflifement of
Jews and infidels, they only murmured and complained; ill, the
‘yoke being wreathed about. their necks, the moft fecret murmur-
ings became dangerous, and often fatal to. thofe who uttered.
them.

B this tribunal, a vifible change was wronght in the temper.
of the people; and referve, diftruft, and jealoufy, became the
diftinguithing charader of a Spaniard, It perpetuated and con-

* Mciana, B v, . 30k P13 « Mo,
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firmed the reiga of iguorance and fuperfition. It inflamed the
rage of religious bigotry ; and, by the srucl fpedtacles to which, in
the exceution of its decrees, it familiarifed the people, it nou-
rifhed in them jous fpirit, which, in the Netherlands and
Americay they manifefied by deeds that have fixed an cverlalling
reproach on the Spavifh name.

Bur thefe. confiderations could not be apprehended by Philip;
nor, if they had been fuggefted to him, would they have had any
influence upon his conduét, He had imbibed, in all its virulence,
that fpicit of bigotry and perfecution, which gave birth o the i
quifiion.  He regarded heretics as the mofk odious of eriminals ;
and confidered a departure in his fubje@ts from the Roman fupee-
fition, as the moft dreadful calamity that could befal them, He
was therefore determined to fupport the inquifitors with all his
porwer, and he encouraged them to exert themfelyes in the exercife
of their office, with the utmoft diligence.

Tus zeal and vigilance of thefe men fully correfpond o that
ardour with which their fovereign was inflamed ; yet fo irrefitible
in this age was the fpirit of innovation, and fo great the foree
of truth, that the. opinians: of the reformers, had found dheir
way even into Spain, and were embraced openly by great num-
Ders of both fexes, among whom there were both pricfls and
n

uns.
Evex the archbitbop of Toledo, Bardem di Caranza y Mirands,

<was, from certain propofitions contained in a eatechifin which he
publiflied, fufpected to have.efpoufed them.  The inquiitors in-
formed the king of the grounds of their fufpicion, and defired to
seceive his inflraions for their condut, Caranza had been uni-
Verflly refpeéted as one of the moft virtuous and learned prelates
in Spain. Haviog, when proviacial of the order of St. Domi-
sique, beca carried by Phillp into England, as a perfon well
qualificd
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quialified to promote the re-eflablithment of popery in that king-

> dom, he had laboured with f5 much zeal for that énd, add there-

i

An-Audde
T Vala:
i

witneld by
Phil.

by reconimended himfelf fo' powerfully ts the King, that in the
year one thoufand five hundred and fifty-feven, Philip advanced
‘him to the primacy. His firlt employment ‘after ataining this
high dignity was to adminifler fpiritial comfort to the late em-
peror, whom he auended in his laft dififefs. But the memory
of his merit and fervices Was oy obliterated.  Philip wrote to
the inquifitors from the Nehérlands, that they muft, without he-
fitation, proceed againft the Archbifhiop as they would do againft
otliér délingients ; and that they hould not fpare even s own
fon if they found hitn guilty of Herefy. ~ Caranza was accordingly
throw into prifon, and Tis reveities weré fequéltrated. The pro-
pofitions in his catechifin, at Wwhich the inquifitors had taken of-
fence, were held to be of ‘a diffliible nature even among the
Catholics themfelves. It is probable, however, that fentence would
‘have been pronounced againft ity had not the pope interpofed,
and cliimed an exclufive right 1o decide the caufe. Philip, ansious
fof the honour of the holy office, to whofe power he was defirous
that o bounds fhoild be preferibed, emiployed all bis intereft to
‘prevail on the pontiff to drop his preténfions. But at Taft he Him-
FIf yielded; and Caranza, afier baving languithed in prifon for
fix years and feven months, was tranfported to Rome, where he
Svas releafed from confiriement, but died in a few weeks after he
wwas fet at liberty %,

Berors Philip's arrival in the city of Valladolid, an Autd-
de-f¢ had been celebrated, in which a great number of proteftants
were cominitted to the flames. There were fill in the priforis
of thie inquificon more than thirty perfons, “againft whom the
fime dreadful punifhment had been denounced.  Philip, cager

4 Fereras, Aani
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0.give,public proof s carly as poffible of his abhorrence of thefe % Q.0 X

innovators, defired the inquifitors 5 fixia day. for their excutior
and he refolved to witnefsit. The dreadfl eeremony (more xe-
‘pugnant tohumanity, as well as to the fpisit of the chriflian re=
ligion, than the moft abominable facrifices recordedin the annals
of the Pagan world) s conduded with the greatelt flemnity
which:the inquifitors could devife; and.Philip, atended by his fon
Don Carlos, by his fifter, and by ihis couctiers and guards, fat
within fight of the usbappy  viflims:, Afier hearing.a. ferinon
from the bifkiop of Zamorg, he rofe from bis feat, and having
drawa his fiord, as.a fignal, that/with ¢ he would defend. the
holy fith, he took an oath adminifiered to him by the Inquifitor-
Genetal, to fupport the inquiision andits miniflers, agaioft all
‘eretics and apoflates, and to compel his fubjedls every where to
yield obedience o ifs decrees,

AxoNe the proteflants condemned, there was a nobleman of
the name of Don Carlos. dil Seffa, who, when the executioners
“were conduding him 0, the flake, called ot o the king for
mercy, faying, “.And can’Rt thou thus,, O king, witnefs the tor-
« ments of thy fubjects ? Save us,from this cruel death; we do
. not deferye it.”, .+ No," Dhilip fernly replied, * I would my-
# felf carry wood,to burn my own.fon, were he fuch a soretch as
“ thou””  Afier-which,  he beheld the horrid fpeciacle that fol-
Towed, with  compofre and tranquillty, that betokened the moft
unfecling heart.

Tuss dreadful feverity, joined with, certain rigid lays, enaded
to prevent the importation of Lutheran books, foon produced the
defired effed. Afier.the mlebmmnof another Autd-de-fé', in

o g b o .2 U s e A Gt v,
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which about fifty proteftants fuffered, all the refl, if there were
any who fill remained; cither concealed their fentiment, or made
their efeape into forcign parts*.

PaiLip proceeded next to fetle the civil government of the
Kingdom ; and, according to the Spanifh hiftorians, he difcovered
in the choice of his minifters, and of the governors of towns and
provinces, much prudence and circumfpe@ion; of which laf, an
hiflorian gives ing inflance, that befides il
inquity concerning the charadters of the feveral candidates for
office, he kept a regifter for his own ufe, in which he recorded all
the vices and defedls, as well as the virtugs and accomplithments
of each”.

He might have confined his attention to obje@s of this nature,
and have applied himelf wholly o the internal adminifiration of
his dominions, had he not found it neceffary to provide againft the
hoftle intentions vith which the Turkifh emperor, and the corfairs
of Barbary, were animated againt him.

Tiz Ottoman empire was, in the prefent period, at the fum~
‘mit of its glory, under the vidtorious Solyman; the greatcft and
the moft enlightened of all the Sulians. In Perfia, in Hungary,
and in Africa, this heroic prince had widely extended the limits of
his empire; had expelled the knights of St John from Rhodes,
which till then had becn deemed impregnable; had ftripped the
Venctians of a great pat of their territories; 1aid wafte the coals
of Italy and Spain; and filled all Europe with admiration of bis
exploits, and ‘with the terror of his name. From the time of his
competition with Ferdinand in Hungary, he had regarded the
princes of the houfe of Aufiria as his rivals. He had affited
Henry 1L of France, firft againft Charles, and aftervards againft
Philip; as he had formerly affited Francis againt the emperor.

& Miciaa, B, v. €, 3. > I
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And in the late war, althougli- by fome accident Kis fleet did not
arrive in time (0 a@ in concert with that of France, yet it came
afierwards under his admiral Piali, who, having landed his troops
in Ttaly, and in the iflands of Prochita and Minorca, put great
numbers of the inhabitants o the fvord, and carried off many
hwadred prifoners into flavery '

Fron an enemy fo powerful and enterprifing, Philip had much
to apprehend.  Bat he believed it to be inconfiftent with the cha~
radler of proteQor of the churchy to which he afpired; to en-
terinto any.alliance with a prince who was the declared and
irreconcilable enemy of Chriffianity § and therefore, far from pro-
pofing any terms of accommodation he iffued orders for putting
the coafts of Spain and laly into a pofture of defence, left Soly~
‘mad thould find lcifure from his other occupations to renew hofti~
Tities.

Bur the Spanifh monarch had more immediate caufe of i
quictude from the corfairs on the coaltof Afsica, an enemy much.
more formidable than before, by the affftance which Solyman
had afforded them ever fince they acknowledged him for their
fovercign. They confifled of Turks, Arabs, Negroes, and Moors 5
the 1aft of whom were partly. natives, ‘and pactly fuch as had
been expelled from Spain in the time of Ferdinand and Ifabella.
They were all men of barbarous manners, inflamed. with the
‘moft bigoted zeal for the Mahometan religion, opea foes to almoft
‘every Chriftian power, and animated with a peculiar hatred againlt
the Spaniards, who had often attacked them in their ftrong holds,
and had long treated their brother Mahometans, the Morefcoes in
Spain, with inbumanity, ~They had often taken full revenge for

efe injuries, under the celebrated brothers, Horue and Hay-

Ferery, s, 1558,
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sadin Barbaroffas. Their principal fleet was now commanded by
another corfair, of the name of Dragut, the Barbaroffa of his
age, and not inferior to either of the two brothers in thofe quali-
Scations by which they were fo eminently diftinguifhed.

Bora ia a little village in Natolia, oppofiteto the ifle of Rhodes,
and fprung, like the Barbaroffas,  from the meanelt parents; Dra-
gut_had, in his. youth, colifted “himfelf on board a Turkilh
galley, and had ferved there for fome years as a common failor.
T that flation he gave confpicuous proofs of his capacity.  He
feemed however o be governed by a paffion extremely different
from that ambition which is the ordinary attendant upon genius,
and to have no other énd. in view than to enrich ‘himfelf, But
as foon as e had acquired-a certain fum of money, he purchafed
4 galley of hia own, and began the adventutous occupation of 3
corfiir, in which he became remarkabe for his fiill in naviga-
tion, his knowledge of the feas, hs intrepidity, -and enterprife.
His chara@er did not remain long unknown to Hayradin Bat-
‘baroffa, who was at_that time high-admiral of the Turkifh fleet,
Barbaroa.gladly seceived: Dragut into his fervice, and having
snade bim his lieutenant, he gave him the command: of twelve of
‘his dhips of war., With this ficet Dragut did infinite. mifchief ©o
all the European flates who traded in the Meditérranean, the
French only exeepted, whole monarchs were in alliance with thie
“Furkifhy emperor, He' fulfered”no feafon to: pals unemployed.
Scareely a fiogle Spanifh or.Ttalian fhip elcaped him ; and when
he failed in taking a fufficient number of prizes, he commonly
mada fome fuddea defeent on the coafls of Spain-or Italy, plun-
Qeriog the ‘country, and carrying off great numbers of the inha-
bitants nto captivity. | In thefe defcents he was generally fortu~
sate; but in the year 1541, having landed his men in a creck in
Coxfica,, they were feattered along the coaft, and employed in.

colle@ting:
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colledting their booty, when Juanetia Dotia, the brave nephew of 200 X
the illuftrions Andrew Doria, came upon him with a fuperior A
o7

foree, took ine of his hips, and compelled him to furreriders
When he was carried on board the admiral’s galley, he could nét
xeftrain his indigaation, but exclaimed, « And am I then doomed
< to be thus loaded with fetters by a beardles youth ?” 1 faying
which oceafioned his meeting with harder ufage than he would
otherwife have received. Both Barbaroffa and Solyman interefled
themfilves in his behalf, and made tempting offers to the Genoefe
for bis ranfom. Notwithflanding which they deained him four
years in captivity'; or could they be perfiaded to fet him at
Tiberty till Barbaroff, with a bundred gallies under his command;
appeared before their town, and threatened to lay it in athes, if
e were not inftantly releafed. The Genocfe found it necelfary to
comply with this requeft; and ‘Dragut, who ws immediately
afterwards furnifhed with  firong fquadron of fhips by Barbacofla,
and was now inflamed with redoubled hatred againft all who bore
iftians, refumed his former ocedpation, and fought
nitics, with unceafing ardor, 16 wreck his vengeance

upon his cnemies.  Befides captures which fie made at fea, he
facked and pillsged; year ' after year, innumerable villages and
towns in Ttaly and the djacent ifles. Having been difpoffelled by
Doria of his ftrong fea-port of Mohedia on the coaft of Barbary,
he had ample revenge afterwards on that gallant faman, inan
engagement off Naples, in which he took fix of his fhips, with &
great number of troops on board, and obliged Doria himfeI, and
the reft of the flect, to fly before him. Tn the year immediately
following he fubdued almoft. the whole ifland of Corfiea, and de-
Tivered it into the hands of the French. - After this, having made
imfel€ mafter of Tripoli, he fortified that place in the Grongeft
manner, From Tripoli he iffied forth as often s the feafon
02 would
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would permit ; and afier Philip's acceffion, and even after peace
was concluded between France and Spain, he continued to prace
tife as formerly his depredations upon the coafl of Sicily, Naples,
and other flates which belonged to the Spanith monarchy.

OF thefe hoftilities Philip had received particular information
‘before he left the Netherlands, and had been carncftly exhorted
by the Sicur de la Valette, grand-mafter of the knights of Malta,
and the duke de Medina Ceeli, governor of Sicily, to think feri=
oully of puting an end to the Sanumessble mifchicts to whick:
His fubje@s were expofed from this a r, by fending fuch
a force againft him as might compel him to abandon his retreat.
Philip readily confented to this requeft; and as he was informed:
by la Valetie, that Dragut himfelf was abfent at that time from
“Tripol, carrying on an inland war..againt one of the kings in
Basbary, he fent immediate orders to. the duke de Medina Ceeliy
Doria, and others, to haften forward the preparations neceffary for
the intended enterprife. The pope and moft of the other princes
in Italy contributed their afliftance, and a fleet was affembled con-
fifting of more than a hundred fhips, having 14,000 foldicrs on.
board. This armament, of which the duke de Medina Ceeli had:
the chicf command, fet fil from Meffina in the end of Otober
1559, and pafled over to. Syracufe. There it was detained by-
contrary winds for feveral weeks, and during that time a difeafe).
eceafioned by unwholefome provifions, carried off between three
and four thoufand of the troops. Medina Celi however pro-
ceeded in bis voyage, flll hoping that he had forcefufficient to
enfure foccefs; and it is probable that he would ot have been
difsppointed kad ke advanced diredly and laid fiege o Trie
poli. But he thoughe it would facilitate the redu@ion of that
place, to make: himfelf. mafler before-hand of the ifle of Ger
ba, which lies a few miles from Tripaliy and was held by a

Moorits
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Moorifh governor, attached to the intereft of Dragut.  This ifland
was fubducd with litle difficulty; and a cafile which had been
eredted upon it was, ‘after a feeble refifance, abaadoned by the
Moors, whofe commander fiwre allegiance upon the Alcoran 15
the king of Spai

In was the opinion: of fome of the principal oficérs that this
eaflle fhould be immediately defiroyed; and that the fleet fiould
proceed to Tripoli. without delay.” But thie duke was unfor-
tunately of a ifferent opinion, and refolved not oaly to preferve
the callle, but to firengthen and enlarge it.  In this prepofierons:
uadertakiog a-great deal of fime was Ioft.~ Dragut had returried
‘with his army from his faland expedition 5 aid fi hiad leifure not
only to provide for the fecurity of the town, but to fend notice to
the Grand Scignior of the operations of the Chriftian flect, which
e reprefented might be attacked with great advantage in its pre-
fent fuaton, il the commandet s offhis guard, and moftof
the forces were on fhore.

Sou1wAN embrased whiot Wbiaton the wempring opportu-
aity which was ths prefented to him.  He fitted out, with the §
utmoft. expedition, a fleet of feventy-four- gallics, put & hundred
Janiffarics, befides ather foldiers, on board each of them, and gave
the command o his admiral Piali, with orders to proceed in his
voyage as faft as poffible. The Spaniards were informed of his ap=
proach by a Maltefe frigate; and were thrown into great perplex-
ity Acouncil of war wasimmediately held.  Some offcers were
for waiting till the encmy fhould arrive, and advifed Medina to
give them batdle.  Others, amonig whom was the younger Doria’y
whofe courage wwere of opinion, th
ing the fickly condition of the troops, and the great dlmmutwn‘
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which they had undergone, they could not contend with fo power-
ful an enemy without the utmoft danger of 'a: total overthrow,
and therefore that they ought immediately toetire, and conduét
the fleet to a place of fafety.  The duke:de Medina Caeli, a man
of no expericiice in maritime affairs, and utterly unqualified for
the charge which hehad undertaken,* was at aloft to determine
10 which of the two meafures propofed he fhould give the prefer=
ence. There was a necellity for embracing inflantly either the
one or the ofhier, - Yet he balanced between then for fome days,
and ill continued to make the troops. work.in completing  the
Fotifications of the calle, il intelligenge was brought him that
the enemy were 4t ‘hand, and.feering dire@ly. towards the
ifland.

THERE was no time now” to put- the fleet into 2 poflure of
defence. Toth the mariners and: foldiers were overwhelmed
with terror; and each crew, without waiting for the word of
command, made hafte, with: oars“and fails, to. efeape from the
impending danger.  Several #hips foundered, among the flats
and fhallows, Others were driven*back by ithe wind, or by
the enemy, and wrecked upon the ifland ‘Some efeaped, and par-
ticularly thofe which.belonged to the order of S, Jobn, through
their fup with the coaft. taken
by the Tutks ; about one thoufand men were killed or drowned,
and five thoufand taken prifoners. ~ Meding Ceel, with Doria and
{fome other principal officers, paffed in the night through the middle
of the encmy’s flect, and arrived fafe at Malta; having, before his
departure, committed the charge of the fort of Gerba to Don Al-
varo de Sandé, to whom he gave the firongeft affurances of fpeedy
affftance and relicf.

Tuns valisor Spaniard had very litle reafon to truft to
thefe affimances, and could not expedt to be able to hold out

long
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Tong againft (o great a force s he knew would be employed againft
him ; efpecially as he was but indifferently furnifhcd w i
fions, and was much more likely to find enemies than friends in
the natives of the ifland. Novwithflanding thefe diftouraging
cumftances, he readily undertook the arduous talk afligned hicn .
and having got his garrifon augmented. by the erews of thofe flips
which, in.attempting to make their eftape, had been driven back
wpon the coaft, he prepared with great alacrity for a vigorous
defence.

PraLt loft no time after his vidory, but immediately landes
His troops and began the fiege. ' He was furnithed with artillery
by Dragut, who brought it himfelf, together with forne frelly
forces, from Tripoli. About twelve thoufand. Turks, befides tha
iflanders and other Moors, were employed in the ficge. In their
fcfb approaches many of them were killed. But foon after thein
battery had been unmaked, a great part of the wall of the fort was
Taid in ruins. 'The befieged in the mean time began to fuffer greatly
from the heat of the feafon, and. from the fearcity and unwhole-
fomenefs of the wates and provifions.  Great numbers died, and
‘many, grown impatient under the hard hich they were
expofed, deferted to the enemy. | By theft men Piali was tnformed
of the diftreffed condition of the garrifon ; aud he invited them to
furrender, and promifed t fpire their lives.  Don Alvaro rejected
this offer with difdain, and fil perfified in the defence. Bt ax
length, finding that his Rock of provifions was almoft fpent, and
‘haying defpaired of the relief which had been promifed: by M-
dina, he called together. the garrifon, which amounted now only
to one thoufand. men, and, having reminded them of the glory
which they had acquired, and informed them that they had neie
ther bread to fupport their bodies, nor numbers to defend the fort
any longer, he defired them to refolve, whether they would give:
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BOOK fhemfelves up tamely to be the faves of their barbarous enemy,

Iv.

15t

_or imitate the example which he would fet them, and dic fighting.
Dravely for the honour of their religion and their country. The
foldiers called out with one voice, * That they chofe death rather
“ than flavery ; and were ready to follow wherefoever he fhould «
«Jead them.” He then defired they would refreth themfelves
with fuch victuals as fill remained, and hold themelves in readi=
1iefs to leave the fort about the middle of the night.

AT that time they fet out, by the gate which looked towards.
#he' fea, and having paffed a triple rampart, which had been
thrown up to prevent their fallics, they made dreadful havock
among the Turks, and had almoft reached the general’s tent, when
they were put to a fland by the Janiffarics. They fought long
and defperately; but at lat, the whole Turkifh camp being up in
arms, they were overpowered by numbers, and almoft all of them.
were flain. Alvaro, with two officérs who had kept near him,
Sorced his way throvgh the thickeft part of the enemy, dll he
seached the fhore, and got on board a Spanifh fhip which had
been ftranded.  There he was flanding at day-break, with his
target in one hand and his fword in the other, furrounded by
the Turkifh foldiers, who would have quickly buried him under
thir darts, if their officers; who highly refpected his heroic va-
Jour, had not reftrained them. ~ Having been-urged by a Genocfe
senegado to lay down his arms, and affured of recciviog a treat-
‘ment fuitable to his rank and merity he at laft confented to furren=
der himfelf to Pialis

He was camied o Confuntineple with the other prifonrs, and was afierwards et
¢ Vhersy, by an il in & ety of pesce beurcen he Sulin 2ud.the empero

Sven
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Suck was the conclufion of this unfortunate enterprife; the
failure of which, and all the calamities which enfucd, feem to have
been owing principally to the weaknef, abflinacy, and inexperi-
yet we do not find that Philip
a with his condadt. He cither
viewed it in a different light from that in which it has been repre-
fented by the contemporary hiftorians ; or he confidered, that it
swould have been a tacit acknowledgment of bis own want of dif-
cernment, to accufe, of imprudence or incapacity, a perfon whom
e hied judged deferving of fo great a truft,  Inflead of this, he
applied Kimfelf to provide againft the effects which he had reafon
to dread from the fuccefs of the Turkifh arms.  He could hardly
doub that Piali would purfue his vi€tory, and make a defcent on
the coafts of Spain or Taly.

Taz inhabi eve

sehiere dgitated with
iug apprehenfions.  Watch-towers were raifed along the coaft;
and the ficet, which had lately fuffered {o much, was repaired with
the utmoft diligence. But thefe preparations, although they were
afierwards found ufeful, were not at prefent neceffary.  Solyman
Thaving other objets of ambition which engroffed his attention,
recalled his fleet to Conftantinople, and thus delivered the Italians
and Spaniards from their prefent fears ™.

PaiLir foon afterwards received intelligence that Hafvem,
fon of the celebrated Barbaroffa, and viceroy of Algiers under
Solyman, had formed a defign upon Oran and Mafarquivir, two
frong forts on the coaft of Barbary, which had been in the pof-
feffon of Spain fince the year one thoufand five hundred and nine,
when they were fubdued by cardinal Ximenes. In order to
fruftrate this defign, a ficet of twenty=four galiies had been or~
dered to fail to Oran, for the reinforcement of the garrifon; but

 Cabrers, T v €. ¥, il i i, Misina, 1, . €3
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this fleet had been overtaken in the middle of its courfe by a dread-
ful florm, in which two and twenty of the fhips were loft.

By this accident Haftem was encouraged to proceed in his pro-
je@ed enterprife. Having perfuaded feveral of the Mahometan
princes in Barbary to affift him with their troops, he arrived. in
the neighbourhood of Oran early in the fpring, with a fleet of
‘more than thirty fhips, and an army of an hundred thoufand men.
Of the two places which he intended to attack, only Mafarquivir
is a fea-port, and Oran lics at the diffance of near a league from
it. With fo great an army he was enabled to block up both places
atonce; but he began his operations with the fiege of Mafarqui-
ir, which, though of greater importance by reafon of its fitua-
tion, was not fo firongly fortified.

‘Tue count de Alcaudeté, the Spanifh governor, who had fore-
feen the approaching lorm, had provided to the utmoftof his power.
for the fecurity of the places commiltted to his care; and both he
and his brother Don Martin de Cordova, to whom he committed
the chief command in Mafarquivir, were determined to hold out
to the laft extremity. Many bloody rencounters paffed between
the contending parties, in the fallies which Alcaudeté made from
Oran; and in thefe the Spaniards had generally the advan-
tage. Don Martin, and the troops under his command, gave,
if poffible, flill fronger proofs of intrepidity in their defence of
Mafarqui "The walls were laid in ruins by the enemy’s ar~
tillery.  Hafeem made eleven different affaults, and his fandard
was raifed again and again upon the ruins of the walls; yet he
was finally repulfed, and obliged, notwithfanding his mumbers,
10 yield to the unconquerable obftinacy of the Spaniards. Thefe
brave men, however, were now feafible, that, from the wantof pro~
vifions, they muft ere long either throw away their lives, or fub-

mit
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mit to that odious flavery to which they knew that the implacable B Q.0 &
hatred of their ungenerous enemy had doomed them. ——

Phitp was not ignorant of the diftrels to which they were The S5sor
reduced; and he had exerted himfelf with great aivity in making & e o
preparations for their relicf. But as Mafarquivir was blocked up "%
by fca as well as byland, it was neceffury that the fupplics which
he had provided fhould be accompanied with a flcet fuperior to
that of the cacmy. Such a ficet he at laft colledted from Italy
and the fea-ports in Spain, and gave the command of it to Don

' Francis de Mendoza, with infiructions to fail for Mafarquivic
with the utmoft expedition. Mendoza happily arrived in time.
Having come uncxpedledly upon Hafcem’s flect, he took nine
fhips, and put the reft to flight; and Hafcem himfelf, who had
been employed for fome days in preparing for a new aflault, per-
ceiving the danger to which he was expofed from the Spanith
fleet on the one hand, and the garrifons in Oran and Mafarquivic
on the other, raifed the fiege precipitately, after it had lafted
three months; and marched off with all his forces to Algiers.
The Spaniards purfued for feveral miles; bu finding they were
unable to overtake him, they returned; and the flcer, after rein-
forcing the garrifons of Oran and: Mafirquivir, fet fil for Spain,
where they were, received with: great rejoicing. The count de
Alcaudeté was foon after made viceroy of Navarre; Don Martin
received diftinguifhed marks of the royal favour; and all the offi-
cers, and even the private foldiers, were rewarded'in proportion to
their rank and merit®.

DURING the abfence of e fleet, the trade of Spain had fal- Theredadion
tained confiderable prejudice: from the depredations of a cele- Yelcs b ire
brated corfair, of the name of Cara Muftapha, who, with a fqua- *
dron of fix or feven fhips, traverfed the Mediterrancan with un~

* Calrers, lib. vi, Herrss Hill, Gen, dl Mondo, . v. . . ad fr.
Pa wearied
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aftivity, and made innumerable captures. Flis retreat
was a fort on the African coatt, called Penon de Velez, which, in
thofe days, before the invention of bombs, was reckoned almoft
impregnable.” It is ftuated on a fleep and rugged rock, and is in=
acceffble, except by & narrow path, cut outin the sock itfelf; which
s feparated from the continent by a channel, capable of containing
about a dozen of thofe fhips which were uftally employed in
cruifing.  This rock was fortified, both above and below, with a
wall, flanked with baftions, and mounted with cannon; and af~
forded a conflant fhelter and protection to the corfairs, when pur-
fued. From its fituation near the Straits, thefe corfairs could an=
1oy the Chriftians, while they themfelves were expofed to very
lile danger; and it was become an objec of the moft ferious
concern to all the Chriftian powers who traded in the-Mediterra-
nean, to wrelt it from them. i

In confequence of a report which gained credit, that Solyman
intended this year to make an attack either on Spain or Italy, Phi~
Tip had greatly augmented his naval force ; but when he found
that cither there had been no ground for this report, or that the
Sultan had changed his defign, he thought that he could not em-
‘ploy his fieet more ufefully than by attempting to reduce Pennon
de Velez, which had been long an objeét of much dread to his
fubjeats.

Nor fatisfied with his own numerous fleet, he folicited affifl-
ance from Portugal, from the knights of Malia, and from his
allies in Ttaly 5 nor did he permit them to fet fail from Malaga,
the place of rendezvous, ill he had colledted above ninety gallies,
befides fisty fhips of a fmaller fize, with no lefs than thirtcen
thoufand foldiers on board. 'The providing of fo greata force was
not merely an effeét of that extraordinary caution with which Phi-
lip commonly entered upon any military enterprife; and fuch a
number

VVA.BHSC



PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN:

109

number of traops could not be cmployed in, befieging a place of B Q.0 &

fuch fmall extent as Pennon de Velez; but, as the Moors in the
country adjacent, were deeply interelled in. the prefervation. of
the fort, on account of the immenfe quantities of commodities of
all kinds, and the number of Chriftian flayes which were daily fold
0 them by the corfairs, there was reafon to apprehend that they
would confider the caufe of thefe pirates as their own, and give all
the oppofition in their power to-the Spaniards, in the operations
of the fiege.

AcnEzabLy to this perfuafion, the allies no fooner arrived
upon the coaft, than great numbers of thefe barbarians appeared
among the hills, by the foot of which the army were obliged to
pafs in their way to the fort. But thefe tumultuary troops were
not able to prevent the Spaniards from landing; nor, although
they gave them fome annoyance on their mareh, could they ob-

i idable a body of regulk . Sill,
however, it was the opinion of feveral of the allies, that after all
that could be done to reduce a fort of o fingular a conftruction,
they wouldin the iffue find it neceffary to abandon their attempt.
This would probably have happened, if Muftapha himfelf had
been prefent. But, in order to fave his fhips from faling a prey
to the enemy, he had left the place fome time before, and given
the command of it to a renegado, of the name of Ferret, with two
hundred Turks under him, and ammunition and provifions fuffi-
cient to ferve for a much longer time tha the blockade was likely
to continue,

He believed that the Spaniards would foon perceive the folly
of their undertaking; and was therefore employed in his ufual
pradice of cruifing, with very lttle concern about the fate of his
retreat. But he had been deceived in his opinion of thofe to
whom he had committed a charge of fo great imporuance. Both

the
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the governor and garrifon were intimidated by the fight of that
powerful flect and army which now encompafied them. No fooner
were fome of their guns difmounted by a Spanifh batiery, and a
part of the wall demolifhed, than they were ftruck with the moft
violeat panic, and the governor, and moft of the garrifon, made
their efeape to the continent in the middle of the night, by fivim=
ming. - Such of them only remained as could not fivim ; and by
thefe men the fort was delivered to the Spaniards.

THERE was much good fortune and little glory in this valuable
conquelt; but the joy which it excited over all the fouthern coaft
of Spain was inexprefible; and it was the more complete, as
well as the more generally diffufed, becaufe only a very fimall
number had been killed or wounded in their rencounters with
the Moors. Don Garcia' de Toledo, the commander in chicf,
was, foon after bis return, rewarded by Philip, with the vice-
royalty of Sicilye,

© Cabrers, 1.

il Fermeas, pat v Verto's HiR of he Koights of Malias
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URING the courfe of thofe military operations which have

bech deferibed, Philip beheld with much ansiety the rapid
progrefs of herely in almoft every fate in Eutope except Spain;
and, in order to obfiru@ it, he employed all his influence to pro=
cure the convocation of a general council of the church,

In the firft years of the reformation, the bigotry of thofe who
adhered to the ancient fuperftition, fuffered them not to think
of any other means of extirpating the opinions of the proteftants,
but perfecution ; which was extreifed againft them with the fame'
unrelenting feverity, as if they had been guilty of the moft atco-
cious crimes.  But it foon appeared how inadequate this barba~
rous proceduure was to the purpofe which the Romanifts intended.
Thofe bloody edicts which were publifhed, thofe fires which
were lighted up, and that variety of torments which priefts and
inquifitors invented with ingenious eruelty, feeved in reality ©

propagate
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‘propagate the do@rines againft whiéh they were employed, and
contributed to inflame, rather than extinguifh, that ardent zeal
with which: the proteftants were animated. Being firmly per-
fuaded, that the caufe which they maintained, was the caufe of
God and truth, and that their perfeverance would be rewarded
with a happy immortality, they courted their punifiments inftead
of avoiding them ; and in bearing them, they difplayed a degree
of fortitude and patience, which, by exciting admiration in the
beholders, produced innumerable profelytes to the faith for which
they foffered.

Sevenar princes had been converted to that faith. Tnfome
flates the proteftants had become more numerous and powerful
than their opponents and in others, their opinions fo generally
prevailed, that the catholic princes found it no longer poffble to
extirpate them, without depriving themfelves of great multitudes
of their moft indultrious fubjedts, on whom the wealth and im-
portance of their flates depended.  The time when perfecution
might have proved effcctual was paft, and the princes came at
length to perceive.the neceflity of having recourfe to fome more
gentle means than had been hitherto employed. They were at
the fame time fenfible, notwithflanding their prejudices againft
the reformers, that fome reformation was extremely neceffary s
they had long borne with great impatience the numberlefs en-
croschments of the court of Rome; and were convinced, that if
fome abufes were removed, it would not be impradicable to per-
fuade the proteRants to return into the bofom of the church.

‘A ceneRaL council appeared to be the only expedient by which
this important end could be obtained ; and the late emperor Charles
had taken infinite pains to procure the convocation of that affem-
bly. In former times the councils of the church had been con-
vened by the emperors themfelyes ; but, in the time of Charles,

6 the
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the power of calling them was, by all true catholics, confidered as 3 00 &
the peculiar prerogative of the popes ; who dreaded, that fuch af- s

femblics might derogate from their ufurped authority, and were
therefore inclined, if pofiible, to preveat them from being held.
With'the timid Clement, Charles employed all his art and influ-
ence to procure a council, but in vain., Paul the Third was no
1efs averfe to, this meafure than Clement; but, the emperor being
feconded by almoftall the catholic, princes in Eucope, Paul yiclded
to their importanities, and fummoned a council to meet in Trent,
From this phace it was afterwards tranflated t0 Bologna. _Afier
the death of Paul it was again affembled in Trent in the year one
thoufand five hundred and fifty-one, and continued o be held
there till the year following 5 when it was prorogued for two years,
upon war being declared agaiol the emperor, by the eleclor of
Saxony.

Iy the feffions which were, held under Pavl, that fuadamental
tence of the reformers, by which the writings of the evan-
gelifs and apofiles are held to be the only rule of the Chrif-
tian faith, was condemned; and equal authority was aferibed
to the books termed Apocryphal, and to the oral traditions of the
church,

Fro the manner in which the deliberations of this affembly
were conduced ; from the nature of its decifions, and from the
blind attachment of a great majority of its members to the court
of Rome, there was Titdle ground to hope for, the attainment of
thofe ends for which the calling of it had been fo earnely defired
But no other expedient could be devifed, which the catholics
thought fo likely to flop the progrefs of herefy s and therefore, as
foon as the war between France and Spain was concluded, the fe-
veral catholic princes began to think ferioufly of the refloration of
the council. 4

Vor. L [ The
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Tus flate of Europe at that time feemed more. than ever to
requie the application of fome immediate remedy. The power
and number of the proteftants were every day becoming more and
more confiderable. Both England and Scotland had difclaimed
allegiance to the fee of Rome, and new-modelled their religion.
T the Netherlands the reformers had greatly multiplied of late,
notwithflanding the moft dreadful cruelties had been exercifed
againft them; and in France, where every provinee was involved
in the moft terrible combuftion, there was ground to apprebend,
that they would foon become too powerful for the catholics, and
e able to wreft from them the reins of government. The new
opinions had penctrated even into Ttaly, and had been embraced by
2 confiderable number of perfons both in Naples and Savoy. From.
the former of thefe States they were extirpated by the unrelenting
fexerity of Philip; who iffued orders to his viceroy to put all he-
retics to death without mercy, snd even'to purfue with fire and
fivord a remnant of them who Had fled from Cofenza, and were
Tiving quictly among the mountains*.

Bur the duke of Savoy, untilling to deprive Kimfelf of fo
great a number of ufeful fubjedls as had been converted to
the protefiant faith, was inclined t0 attempt to enlighten and
convince ther; and with this view he defired the pope’s
‘permiffion to hold a colloquy of the principal ecclefiaflcs in his.
dominions, on the fubject of religion. Pius was about the fame
time informed, that in France a refolution had been embraced to-
have recourfe to the fame expedient, He believed that no mea-
fure could be devifed more Kikely to prove fatal to that exclufive
prerogative which he claimed, of judging in matters of religion.
He dreaded that the example of France and Savoy would be
quickly followed by other States, and: the decrees of proviacial

<P, v
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fynods fubfltuted in the place of thofe of the Holy See. It highly
concerned him, therefore, to prevent this meafure (fo pernicious
10 his authority) from taking place. - Nor did he find much diffi=
culty in diffuading the duke of Savoy, from adoping it. * If the
heretics,” faid hie to the duke’s ambaffador, + fand in need of in-
firation, T will fend divines and a legate, by whom they may be
both inftruced and abfolved. - But your mafter will fiad, that they
will lend a deaf ear to all the inftructions that can be given thém,
and will put no other interpretation upon his condu, but that he
wants power to compel them to fubmit. No good effeét was ever
produced by that lenity which e inclines to excrcifes but from
experience he may learn, that the fooner he fhall execute juflice on
thefe men, and make ufe of force to reduce them, the more cer-
tittwill be his fuccefs; and if he will comply with the counfel
which T offer, he fhall receive from me fuch affitance as will
enable him to carry it into execution.”

Tz duke, who was fincerely attached to/the Romifh faith, and
clofely conneeted with Philip, unfortunately complied with this
lent counfel, and engaged in a bloody war with his proteftant
jects, of which he had afterwards the greateft reafon to repent™,

Tie pope met with much more difficulty in preventing a na-
tional fynod ia France, than in Savoy; and was obliged to pros
mife, that he fHould call a general council without delay.  Pius
had, before his promotion, taken an oath to this purpofe, s all
the other caadinals had Jikewife done, before they proceeded to
s eletion. But no fooner Tad he afcended the papal throne,
than he adopted the featiments of his predeceffors; and fhewed
that he entertained the fame averfion to this afembly which they

e o i sy a 1o g then h e cxrif el elion e having
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had fo aniformly manifefied.  He remembered the motives whicly

" had determined Paul the Third to diffolve it, under the colour of

Tgser

He fnds t
aecciny 0
Contet 0 3.

The ball of
comocsion.

« tranflation to Bologna. He reflected on' the danger to which:
Julius had -been expofeds and from which his good fortune and
the war of Germany had delivered him; and he confidered, that
as there was now 1o prince fo powerful as Charles, by whom the
prelates could be overawed; they would probably affume a bolder
toné in the council, and attempt to’ advance their own preroga~
tives on the ruins of the papacy.

Yo thefe reafons he would gladly have cluded the performance:
of his oath. But fo great was his dread of the fatal confequences:
which might arife from a national fynod in France, and fo earneft
the importunity of Philip, of the emperor, and other catholic.
princes, that be at Jaft thought it neceflary to comply with tgir
zequel; refolving to employ all his attention in providing againft
the dangers to which his authority would be thereby expofed..

Arren many delays, which Pius knew well hos to interpofe,
the bull of convocation, fummoning the council to meet i Trent
at Eafter, was publifhied in the confiftory on the twenty-ninth of
September one. thoufand five hundred and fixty; and nuncios
were difpatched to give intimation of it to all. the Chriftian
powers.

Tue pope and cardinals were gready at a lofs to deter=
mine whether the council fhould be mentioned in the bull
a5 a new one, or as a continuation of that which had been
held under Paul (and Julius. | The decifion of this  point,
Feemingly of fmall importance, was rendered difficult by the con=
fequences which it involved, Tor if the continuation were de-
clared, then all thofc decrees of the former feffions, which were
Jevelled againt the proteflants, would be held facred, and receive
the fan@ion of the council that was about to be convened. The

protefants.
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‘proteftants would confider themfelves as alfeady condemned, and
noregard to the bull of convocation. Whereas, if in this
bull the affembly to be fummoned were denominated a new coun=
cil, they might expeé that all the points in controverfy would
e difeuffed anew, and confequently. might be perfuaded to fend
deputies to the council, and to acknowledge its authority.

T this the emperor and the queen mother and minifters of
France were deeply interelled; and they urged with great car-
neftnefs, that in the bull no mention thould be made of the former
feflions, and no occafion given the proteftants to fufped that any
refiri@ion would be laid upon the proceedings of the councils
‘Philip was governed by views and fentiments of a very different
mature.  His deteflation of the proteftants prevented him from re-
Tifhing any other method of dealing with them, but that of
force.  He was utterly avesfe to making any conceffions to
reconcile thems and he defired the celebration of the councily’
not fo much in order to recover thofe who had already revolied:
from the church, as cither to prevent others from following their
cxample, or, a3 Pius afterwards fufpeed, to increafe the
‘powwer of the bifhops and princes, by abridging the jurifdiction of
the pope; to. whofe exorbitant pretenfions Philip was in reality
adverfe, notwithanding that devoted attachment to the Holy.
Sce which he affected, in order to promote his ambitious defigns.
With thefe views and fentiments, Philip did not defire that the
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proteftans fhould come  to the councl. He belicved that their

prefénce would ferve only to perplex and retard its deliberations..
He apprehended, that o fuffer the decrees of the former feflions.
t0 be again difcufled, would contribute to invalidate the autho-
sity of the council IUEIF: and for this, reafon he thought it ne-
celfary that the intended meeding fhould be declared a con-
sinuation of the council which had formerly been prorogueds.

In
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T this matter Philip's fentiments were entirely conformable to

Y thofe of the popes but Pius durft not, on this occafion, run the

[

v vl
1o stiend the

Thie res-
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rifque of giving offence cither to the emperor or to the court of
France; and therefore, after long deliberation, he couched the
bull of convoeation in fuch ambiguous expreffions, as might be
interpreted to fignify either a new council, or a continuation of
the former. This expedient had, in fome degree, the effect in-
tended.  Although neither of the partics was entirely futisfied,
yet neither of them was fo much difgufted as cither the one or
the other would have been, i the terms had been explicit: and
the bull was at length received by the emperor and the French
king, as well as by Philip, and the other catholic princes; who
all gave orders to the Ecclefiaflis in their dominions to repair to
Trent at the time appointed.

Tn the bull, only bifhops, abbots, and others entitled to vote
by the rules and ancient pradtice of the church, were fummoned:
0 attend.  But an invitation was carried to the feveral proteftant
powers, by two nuacios, Martinengo and Commendone.

Tus proteflant princes in Germany were, on this occafion, af-
fembled at Naumburgh, in Upper Saxony; and to that place the
cmperor fent three embaffadors, to fecond the nuncios in theic
Snvitation. To the Imperial ambaffadors, the princes replied in
terms expreflive of their refpet for Ferdinand. They thanked
Jim for the folicitude which he diftovered in their behalf; and
fsid, that nothing would be more agreeable to them than a gene=
ral council, provided it were calculated to heal the divifions
of the church. But no fuch defirable cffcét, they thought,
could be expedled from the council to which they were
row invited; which was called by one whofe authority
they could not acknowledge ; and in which (s appeared
from she bull of confocation) only thofe were to have decifive

voices,
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woices, who had fworn allegiance to the pope, and the fee of 30,0 X
e,

ome.
15

Tits nuncios however were brought in, and bricfs were de-
Jivered by them from the pope to each of the princes; but thefe
briefs were on the next day returned unopened, with the follow=
ing declaration : “ That as they did not acknowledge any jurit-
didon in the bifhop of Rome, there was no reafon why they
fhould explaia to him their fentiments of the council, which they
had already done to the emperor®s

Fxom Naumburg the uncios fet out for England and Den-
mark; but they were obliged to fiop fhort, Martinengo in the
Low Covatries, and Commendone at Lubec; the latter haviog
been forbid to proceed by Frederic, and the former by Elizabeth,
both of whom had refolved o give 0 cacouragement to. the in-
tended council.

Tz opinion which the proteftants- entertained of the finifier The Coueet
intentions of the pope was fully juflfied by the event. In the Bt
very firft decree of the fit feffon, when many of the prelates [ fperel
wese not yet acrived, bis legates, who prefided in this allenbly, s bvic
procured it to be enacted, that they only fliould propofe the fe- *
veral queflions to be difcuffed ; and thus they made at once effec-
tual provifion againft all attempts to corre@ any of the number-

Iefs abufes in the court of Rome, for remedying which the meeting
of the council had been defired. . Againit this decree Philip and:
the other princes remonfirated in the: moft importunate manner,.
and employed their inereft, both with the pope and in the coun-
il, to procure the repeal of it. Butall their endeavours were ia=
effcual: Their flicitude on this head ferved oaly to confirm,
Pius in bis fufpicions of their haviog formed a defign to eneroach:

Pl tbov,
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on his authority. He cluded their applications with confummate
artifice, and fent orders to the legates to make all the ‘oppofition
in their power to any propofal which might be made for anaulling
the decree.

Thus did not prevent feveral of the prelates from endeavouring
to perfuade the council to etablifh certain points, fuch as the di=
‘vine inflitution and the refidency of bifhops, which would have
fruck deep at the root of the papal power. The pope, from
whom the legates received infiructions on every difficule emer-
geney, was kept in perpetual anxiety; and he fometimes thought
of faddenly diffolving an affembly which he found (o difficult
to keep within the bounds that he prefcribed. But, by un-
semitted vigilance and attention, by threatening fome  prelates
with his difpleafure, by fattering others, and heaping promifes
upon them of advancement in the church; and bove all, by means
of the great number of Ttalian bifhops *, who depended entirely on
his favour, he fecured, in every queftion, a majority of voiees ;
and not only prevented any decifion from being paffed that might
be detrimental to his authority, but procured the ratification of
many of thefe ccclefiaftcal uforpations which the princes, who
Tad been fo folicitous for the convocation of the council, had ex=
peted would have been abolifhed and condemed. Thefe princes
were greatly difappointed and chagrined. ‘Their ambaffadors, as
well as the prelates, complained, that the council, far from enjoy-
ing frecdom, were fettered in all their deliberations by the fecree
orders which were daily fent from Rome: and on this head, re-
monftrances were made again and again to the pope himfelf, who
fometimes vouchfafed a foft, evafive reply; and at other times, ap-
pearing to be greatly offended, afferted that the council was at

4 Vi of ? .
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perfedt libertys and infinuated, that the true fource of all the dif- 2,0 %

content on this head was, that the ambafadors of the princes had =

ot the power of dictating the decrees. i
‘WiaTevER ground there was for this infinuation, the deli-

‘berations of the council were condu@ed in the fame manner as

before, till at length Pius, grown jmpatient under the perpe-

tual attention and expence which it required from him, fent

orders to his legates to bring it as foon as poffible to a con-

elufion.  And it was concluded accordingly, with the moft fn- Corctiosof

decent precipitation, towards the end of the year one thoufand 1565,

five hundred and fisty-three, without any confiderable oppofi-

tion from the princes, who had long defpaired of deriving from

it any of thofe falutary effe@s which had been expeéed. They

perceived that the pope's influence over it was not to be controuled;

and forefaw that the continuance of it muft ferve only to augment

and frengthen his authority, which it had bicen their intention to

circumeribe. OF this they had the moft convincing evidence in The it de;

the concluding feflion; in which two decrees were paffed that had “**

ot been mentioned before, and were manifefily defigned as an

acknowledgment of the fubordination of the council to the Holy

Sce. One of thefe was, ‘That application fhould be made to the

pope for his confirmation of the decrees; and the other, Thay,

whatever expreflions had been employed in any of the decrees,

wee to be underflood without prejudice to the pope's authority.

Prus rejoiced exceedingly when b was inforined of the diffo- . 3s5s.
Tution of the council, and fill more when he received intelligence oy o e
of thefe its laf decrees.  He ordained, on this occafion, a folemn ™"
thank(giving ; and in the confiftory declared, that he would con-

< The sas were fblribed by the 4 legtes, 2 candinals 3 patdianchs, 35 achbilops,
268 bifhops, 7 abtots, 7 génersls of reguln, and 39 proxic, Pas, b, vile
Vor, L R firm
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BOOK firm all the decrecs, and add many reformations to-thiofe whith
X had been enadted by the council. By thefe reformations, fome of
5% his courtiers apprehended that the profits arifing from their offices
would be diminifhed; and they employed all their influence
to diffuade him from his purpofe. Pius had mio intention to
introduce any alterations of which they had reafon to be aftaid ;
but he confidered, that his refufing to confirmi the decrees would
be interpreted as a condemnation of the council that all its als
would be thereby brought nto difrepute; and that ‘occafion might
thence be taken, by, the| French and: others; to-hold national
affemblics. . And. he. confidered likewifey that ‘it would depend
entirely upon bimfelf to,determiug, how far any particular decree
ould be carried into execution. - For thefe reafons he difte-
B buner.. garded the objeions of his courtiers, and publithed his bull of
confirmation, with the ufual formalities ;. requiring-all prelates
and princesto receive andjenforce the decrees of the holy council
of Trent; prohibiting all perfons, whether layinen or ccclefiaftics,
from writing any, explication  of ‘them undet the form of notes
or commentaries ; and commanding the catholics: every whee to

hase recourt, in all dubious cafe; o the Apoftlic Sec.

Trss bull was addreffed only to the catholics; for Pius'did not
,“;, émm“,.exptﬂ that any greater regard would be paid to it by the proteft~
i ants than they had fhewn torhis bull of convocation. ' The whole
condud of the counicil thad, from the beginhing, been calculated

10 widen, inftead of clofing,' that breach which fubfifted between

them and the Roman: church. The ancient religion wa now

more clearly afcertained, Tsdocrines, the offspring of fubtle

fophiflry, artifice, and prefumption, were formally defined its

itee, which had crept into the church in the dark ages of igno-

sance and fuperfltion; were now made an effential part of wor-

fhip;
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ip; and anathemas were ‘pronotinced” againft all perlons by .00 %
whom citier the forimer or the latter were ot embraced: By this
impolitic condu@ the proteflants were more clearly infirudted
where to dire their attack; and in thofe abfurdities, into which
men muft fall who venture to dogmatife on ubje@s fo myfirious
s many articles of the chriftian fiith, ‘they often found abundant
matter of victory and triumph. No concellions of any kind had
been: made by the council, in order to 'seconcile them 3 but all
their do@rines had been indiferiminately condemned ; and hence-
forth all ground of hope was cut off of ever inducing them to re-
turninto the bofom of the church, by any other means but opea
Horce and perfecution.

Prus flattered himfelf that thefe means would fooner or later Thrdj focl

5 andwas i dut of e cout of

the proteflants with refpect to the council. He was much more """
deeply affeted by the ill-humour which the queen-mother and
minifters of France diftovered on the prefent occafion. ‘They had
been fomewhat difgufled at e litde regard that had been
Thewn to' heir defire, of Having the council declared to be &
mew council. - They were difpleafed with the decrees of reforma-
tion, by fome of which the ccclefiaflial jurifdiction was ex-
tended beyond its former bounds ; and they were highly difltif-
fied with the  tacit acknowledgment contained in the concluding
decrecs, of the fuperiority of the pope above councils; an opinion
which in France bad been always impugned and rejcded. In-
fluenced by thefe confiderations, and defirons at the fame time of
avoiding o give any frefh occafion of difcontent to the Calvinifls,
the French court (although carneflly folicited by Pius) refufed to
eccive and publifh the decres .

#Father P, 1. v, v, v
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Prus had reafon to apprehend that the example. of fo. greas.

¥ a monarchy would be imitated by. the. other catholic. powers,

i princes.

But he had the pleafure of receiving information from his nun~
cios, that not only the Republic of Venice, and the feveral Ttalian,
princes, but moft of the catholic. prinses in Germany, and the-
King of Spain, had relolved to acknowledge the authority of the:
conncil.

In forming this refolution, Philip gave a firiking proof of that:
seal which be fo uniformly felt,or affected, for the catholicreligion.
and the Holy Sec. Noprince was ever more jealous of his powers.
or more tenacious of his rights;, upon fome.of which. encroach~
‘ments had been made in the decrees of reformation.  During the:
celebration of the council, he had complained loudly. of  the de-
pendance in. which it was beld by the popes he had again and:
agin endeavoured, but in vain, fo get that firft decree refcinded, by
which the legates alone could, propofe the queftions to be difcufieds.
and he had likewife been highly offended,with.the. pope's,preci=-
pitate diffolution of the council, in which meafure he had neither
been confulted, nor had any delay been granted at his amballador’s.
requelt, o thefe caufes of alienation, Pius added another, which
might have been attended with the moft ferious confequences, by
determining a difpute for precedence between the Spanih and
French ambafadors at Rome, in favour of the latter.  Todecide:
this point, which was of fo delicate a nature, at for critical .
jun@ture, the pontff was induced, partly. by the hopes-of. pre-
vailing on the court of France to receive the decrees of the
council, and partly by bis dread that, if the young king were:
“not gratificd in, this matter, his counfellers would advife him to-
break off all connetion. with Rome, and to commit the fupremes
ecclefiaflical authority i

the kingdom to a patsiarch of his own.
eledtion.

tf Frus.
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P1us ordered his nuncio to explain thefe moives to the catho-
e king, and fpared fio pains to convince him of the neceflity of
the flep which he had takens nor were his endeavours abtogether
ineffectual. Philip did not, indeed, for ome time, fend any am=

balfador to Rome in the place of Don Louis de Requefens, who-

left it when the point of precedence was decided; but being de--
termined; if pofible, to live on amicable terms with the Holy
See, he refolved to flifle his refentment.. Nor did he fuffer it to
influence his condué® with regard to the decrees of the councily
which, although they were not entirely conformable to his withes,
et would contribute, he believeds in fome meafure, to prevent
the progrefs of herely; and therefore he iffied orders, without
Hefitation, to have them received and obeyed throughoat all bis
dominions*.

# Gabrers, b v, . 16, Pillaviia, T, .
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HILIP' attention was, foon after this, called to obje@s of 5 0 01

2 very different nature from thofe by which, during the fit-
ting of the council, it had been engrofled.  The fuccels of his
Jenterprife againft Pennon de Velez, having given great uneafi-
mefs to all the piratical flates, they had endeavoured to engage

the Sultan to undertake the recovery of that fort; and had in- Spf

treated him to employ fuch a fieet and army as might be fufficient
to expel the Spaniards from the coaft of Affica. Solyman was at
the fame time carneflly folicited by great numbers of his fubjects,
o take vengeance on the knights of Malt, who, befides co-ope-
rating with the Spaniards in all their African expeditions, fill
continued to exercife their wonted hoftilities againft the Turks ac
fea, and had of late made innumerable captures.

Tars.
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“Tis prince was of himfelf as much incenfed both againft the

b o aadile e of thefe his enemies as any of his fubjeéls

could defire; and notwithflanding his great age, he was inflamed
a5 much as ever with the ambition of extending his dominions.
He therefore lent a willing ear to the folicitations which he now
received; and having fofpended all his other purfuits, he refolved *
to tura his whole atention againft the Maltefe and Spaiards.
Bat e hefitated whether he fhould begin his operations with in-

vading Malta, or the dominions of the catholic king ; and to affift

him in deciding this point, he held a council of his moft expe-
sienced commanders.

Manoye, the oldet and wifelt of all his Bafhas, was of
opinion, that it would be highly inexpedient to begin with in-
~ading Malta; in fubduing which, he faid, the Sultan would
find infinitely greater difficulty than he had encountered formerly
in the conquelt of Rhodes. 'The later of thefe iflands, he ob~
ferved, lay at fo great a diftance from Europe, as had made it
almoft impofible for the chriftians to fend affiftance to the be-
fieged; and was befides fo large and fertile as to furnifh fubfift-
ence to the Turkifh troops, Whereas the former was fmall and
barren; fo far from the Porte, and fo near to Sicily and Italy, that
the knights could eafily reccive from thence perpetual fuccours and
fupplies. 'The king of Spain was decply concerned in their pre-
fervation; and he, and other Chriftian princes, would, from reli-
gion as well as interell, think themfelves bound to fupport an
order of men whom they had long regarded as the champions of
their faith. The knights would defend their ifland with the ut-
moft obftinacy. And even although the Sultan fhould at Jaft get
pofleffion of it, yet a new crufade would be formed by the chrif-
tians for its recovery, and the Turkith fieet would be defiroyed in

the
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the harbours, before it could be put into a pofture of defence. B UVH x
Sicily, he thought, would be a much caficr and more certain
conquelt, The reduion of that ifland would conduce more 1o %
the Sultan’s glory, as.well as to the intercft of his empire; and.

it would be quickly followed by the reduetion of the knights of

Malta, who could not fubfift a fingle feafon without thofe conti~

aual fupplies of provifion which. that more fertile region afforded

them,

A PrINGE of fo great penetration as Solyman could not be n= Seyman re-
fenfible of the weight of thefe confiderations s but having been ﬁ":‘;.‘,‘if.’;
long accuflomed (o triamph over much more formidable enemies, {552
than the knights of Malta, and having formerly expelled the
knights themfelves from Afia, when their power was more
confiderable than at prefent, he believed that they could not long,
1cfit his victorious arms. In this confidence of fuccefs he was
confirmed by moft of the Bafhas, who chofe rather to flattr his
inclinations at the expence of his interefl, than o run the rifque
of incurring his difpleafure, His refentment againft the koights
was greatly heightencd ar this time by the capture of a rich
galleon belonging to fome of his greatelt favourites in the Sera-
glio. Thefe perfons exerted all their influence to procure a
fpeedy vengeance, and contributed to. determine the Sultan to
open the campaign with the fiege of Malta; after the conqueft
of which he refolved to tum his ams againft the king of
Spain.

HaviKG thus fixed his purpofe, he iffed orders for cquipping 1
a1l the fhips ia his cmpire with the utmoft expedition; fent a vors
great number of troops o the fea-ports in the Morea, where he
intended they fhould embark; and defired Hafcem and Dragut,

s wicrors in Al and Tl o bl e ot e
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to join his fleet when it fhould arrive at Ml He gave
the command of the fleet to Piali, and that of the land
forces to Muftapha, an experienced general, at the age of fixty-
five, who had acquired his eftcem and confidence by feveral vic-
tories which he had obtained in Afia. To thefe men he recom-
‘mended flrongly the acting in concert with each other; and re-
quired them to confult in every matter of importance with
Dragut, whom he regarded as the ableft naval officer in his do=
‘minions.

Tiiz news of his preparations foon reached the feveral chrif-
tian powers on the coaft of the Mediterrancan. But they were
for fome time in doubt where the florm which was gathering
would burft, At length John de la Valette Parifor, the grand-
mafter of Malta, received certain information of Solyman’s defign,
from fpics whom he employed at Conflantinople. He immedi-
ately communicated his intelligence to the king of Spain, the
pope, and moft of the other chriftian princes ; and reprefented
to them the neceflity of granting their affiftance at the prefent
crifs, i they would fave from ruin an order of men whofe bravery
had for ages paft been continually exerted in the protection of
chriftians of every nation in Europe, agaiaft the implacable enemy
of the chriftian name.

Bur although the fubjeéts of almoft every chriflian flate had,
on numberlefs occafions, been fupported by their generofity, and
protedied; or refeucd from flavery, by their intrepid valour, yet
only fixch princes thought it incumbent on them to intereft them-
felves in their behalf whofe territories lay expofed to immediate
danger, Of thefe no one had fo much ground to dread the confe~
quences of fuffering the knights to be overwhelmed, as the king.
of Spain. For befides that his dominions were more expofed, he

was
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was much more oboxious to the Sultan, than any pther Chriftiaa
monarch. He had repestedly committed hofilites againft
the African corfairs, whom Solyman had taken under his pro-
tection s and he could not call in queftion the intelligence tranf-
mitted to him by the grand-mafter, that as the Turkifh arma~
ment was to be fent firlt againft the knights, it would be em-
ployed next againft himfclf. Philip had ever looked on Malta as
s principal bulwark againfl the fnvafions of the Turks 5 and hie
‘was fenfible that he had now more reafon than ever to confider
it in that view. Prompted by thefe motives, he refolved to exert
himfelf with vigour in its defence; and having written to his mini-
fters and allies n Traly, to form an army of twenty thoufand men,
which fhould be ready to embark on the fhortelt notice, he affem-
bled a numerous fleet at Mefiing, and fent infiructions to Don
Garcia de Toledo, the viceroy of Sicily, to watch over the prefer-
vation of Malta with the fame folicitude as if Sicily itIf were to
e attacked.

Tuk zeal with which Philip efpoufed the caufe of the knights,
delivered them from their ansiety with regard to the final iffue
of the war, but did not prevent the grand-mafler from exerting
his adlivity and vigilance in preparing for a vigorous defence.
Befides fending a general fummons to the knights difperfed
throughout the feveral provinces in Europe, to repair inflantly to
Malta; he diftributed all the inhabitants of the ifland capable of
bearing arms into companics, and appointed the knights to train
them in the feveral branches of military difeipline. He caufed
two thoufand troops to be levied by his agents in Tly, and kept
all the fhips belonging to the order, perpetually employed in im-
‘posting arms, military flores, and provifions.
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T obedience to bis fammons, all the knights haflened to his
affifance, cxcept fuch as were prevented by age or infirmitics;
and thefe fupplied their perfonal fervices, by fending him all the
‘money which they could raife out of the effeds belonging to their
convents,  Before the arrival of the enemy, he reviewed his
forces, and found that they amounted to feven hundred knights
and eight thoufand five hundred foldiers, including two compa-
nies of Spaniards which were fent to him from Sicily. Thefe
troops, after a folemn religious proceion, and partaking of the
holy facrament, be diftributed among the knights ; and affigned
to all of them their proper flations. In the midf of the muli-
plicity of affairs which demanded his attention, there was no-
thing omitied which human prudence could provide. He was
continually employed either in viiting the pofts, or éxamining
the flores, o firengthening the fortifications, or infiruling the
officers as to the conduét proper to be obferved in cafe of an at-
tack. The wildom difplayed in his plan of defence, infpired his
troops with confidence; and his tranquillity and fortitude com-
municated to them an elevation of mind, which rendered them
fuperior to every calamity that could befal them.

At length the Turkifh fieet having lefc Conflantinople in
the end of March, arrived in fight of Malta about the middle of
May; confifing of more than two hundred fuil, and having on
board, befides a great number of chriftian flaves, defigned to
ferve as pioneers, above forty thoufand land forces, compofed
chiefly of Janiffacies and Spais, the braveft foldiers of the Otto-
man empire. This formidable army landed at fome diftance
from 11 Borgo*, and foon afterwards fpread themfelves over the

* The town where the freogthof the order was concentered.

country;
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country ; fetting fire to the villages, putting the peafants to the
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fiword, and carrying off fuch of the cattle, as, notwithflanding the ——

orders of the grand-maler, had not been fecared within the forts
and towns.

Warte the Turks were thus employed, La Valette fent out
De Copics; marfhal of the order, with two hundred horfe and fix
Tundred foot, to watch thefr motions, De Copier, an officer of
great expericnce, exccuted his commiffion with o much prudence
and vigour, that by falling unexpectedly on detached partics, he cut
off one thoufand five hundred of the Turks, with the lofs of only
sbout cighty men.  But La Valette intended, by permitting thefc
fkirmifhes, only to make trial of his troops, and to acenflom them
1o the looks and fhouts of the enemy. He confidered that even
fo finall a 1T as was occafioned by thefe rencounters, was more
than he could eafily fupport, He therefore recalled De Copier,
and fent the foldiers and knights under his command o their re-
fpedtive pofts.

[

Tue Turkith general held a council of war as o0n s all his Tue feze

troops were landed, to affift him in refolving where he fhould )
egin his attack. ~ Piali, agreeably to what he underflood to have
been the Sultan’s inflructions, was of opinion that they ought not
to enter upon acion till Dragut fhould arrive. But Muflapha
having received information of the king of Spain's preparations,
thought that fomething muft be done inftantly for the fecurity of
the flect; which lay at prefent in a creek where it was expofed
1o the violence of the caft wind, and might be attacked with
great advantage by the Spaniards. On  this account he was of
opinion, that they fhould immediately lay fiege o a fort called
St. Elmo, which flood on a neck of Jand near Il Borgo, having
the principal harbout on one fide of it, and on the other, ano-
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ther harbour large enough to contain the whole flect in fafety.
This propofal was approved by a majority of the. council, and
Muflapha proceeded without delay to carry it into exceution. He.
vainly expedted that he would be able to reduce the fort in a few
days, But befides_the valour with which it was defended, there
were two circumflances which greatly augmented the difficulty
of his enterprife : one of thefe was, that the garrifon could cafily
receive fupplies from the town, acrofs the great harbour, which
was fecured by two forts, called St. Angelo and St. Michael, or
TLa Sangle; and the other, that his approaches to the fort were
retarded by the nature of the road leading to it, which was cither
a bare rock, or the rock thinly covered with a flony
This laft inconvenience he remedied, by fubfituting in the place
of trenches, a parapet formed of planks and beams covered on
the fide towards_the fort with earth, which they brought from a
diftance, and mixed with firaw and rufhes. By this invention,
e was enabled to open a battery mounted with his largeft cannon,
on the fixth or feventh day after his arrival on the ifland ; and
he quickly convinced the governor, the bailiff of Negropont, that
it would be impoffible for him to hold out long. Of this the
governor gave immediate information to the grand-mafler, and
‘made choice of a knight of the' name of La Cerda for his mef-
fenger.  This man, greatly difturbed by fear, cxaggerated the
danger which he had been fent to reprefent, and had the impru=
dence to tell the grand-mafier, in the prefence of many of the
knights, that he muft not expeét that the place would fuflain the
fiege above a week longer. ““ And what lofs,” faid La Valette,
« have you received that makes you fo foon defpair?” ¢ The fort,”
replied La Cerda, s to be confidered as a fick perfon, greaty
reduced, who muft receive continual remedies and fipplies.” I

5 myfelf,”
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myfelf,” anfwered the grand-mafier with great indignation, * will
be the phyfician; and will bring others along with me, who, if
they cannot cure you of your fear, will at leaft preferve the fort
from falling into the hands of the infidels.”

La VALerTs did not exped that a place which was neither
ftrong, nor large enough to admit a numerous garrifon, could be

defended long againft fo great a force as was employed to re- 5>

duce it; but he thought it neceffary that the fiege of this fort
fhould be prolonged as much as poffible, in order to give the
viceroy of Sicily time to come to his relicf. With this view he
sefolved to throw himfelf into §t. Elmo with a fele@ body of
troops; and he was preparing to fet out when the whole body of
koights remonfirated with fuch earneft importusity againft his
leaving the town, that he at lat confented to fuffer the reinforcc-
meat which he had prepared, to be conduéted to the fort by a
knight called De Medran, upon whofe conduct and intrepidity he
could rely with.the moft affured confidence.

Nor long after De Medran's arrival in the fort, the garrifon gy,
madea vigorous fally, in which they drove the enemy from their
intrenchments, and put a number of them to the fiord,  But
the eft foon recovered from their farprife, and having returned
to the charge, they compelled the chriflins to retire. In this
sencounter, the vigorous cfforts of the Janiffaries were fa-
voured by the wind, which blew the fimoke of the gans upon
the fort, and covered the befieged with a thick cloud, through
which it was impoffible to difcern the operations of the ene-
my. This incident the Turks had the prefence of mind to
improve to great advantage. They feized, unperceivéd, upon
the counterfearp, made a lodgment there with beams, wool~
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facks, and gabions; and raifed a battery upon it with incredible
expedition.  After the fmoke was difperfed, the befieged beheld
what had been done with much aflonifhment ; and they were
the more difquicted as the fortification which the Turks had raifed
upon the counterfcarp, overtoped a ravelin which lay near it, in
which the befieged could no longer appear with fafety. They
refolved however to defend  this ravelin as long as pofible, what-
ever it fhould coft them.

Ix the mean time Dragut and another noted corfiir called
Uluchiali arrived with twenty gallies, having, befides flaves and
feamen, two, thoufand five hundred troops on board.  This re-
inforcement and the prefence of Dragut added frefh vigour ta
the operations of the fiege. This gallant corfair expofed himfelf
on all occafions with the utmoft intrepidity; fpent whole days in
the trenches; and as, befides his other extraordinary talents, he
was particularly fkilful in the management of artillery, he caufed
fome new batteries to be raifed in more advantageous fituations
than had hither to been made choice of; and kept up a cantinual
fire both upon the ravelin abovementioned, and a cavalier that
covered the fort, and was one of its principal defences.

Taits cavalier foon became the only defence which could pre-
vent the befiegers from coming up to the very foot of the wall.
Some Turkilh engineers having epproached the ravelin at day-
break, to examine the effedts of their artillery, they obferved
gun-port fo low, that one of them, when mounted o the fhoulders
of another, looked into it, and faw the chriftian foldiers lying on
the ground afleep.  OF this they gave immediate information to
the troops; who, advancing as quickly and filently as pofible,
and clapping ladders to the gun-hole, got up into the ravelin, and
cut moft of the ehiriflians to pieces.

BeTwEEN
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Berwezy this ravelin and the cavalier lay the ditch, over, B0
which the beficged had thrown a temporary bridge of planks, «—

leading up to the cavalier. The Turks perceiving this, leapt
inflantly upon the bridge, and attempted to make themfelves
‘maflers of the cavalicr, as they had already done of the ravelin.
But the garrifon was now alarmed; the bravett of the knights
haftened from different quarters to the poft of danger; and, after
an obftinate engagement, they compelled the Turks to retire into
the ravelin.  There the Janiffaries obferving another way of
reaching the cavalier, by a path from the bottom of the ditch,
they threw themfelyes down without dread or hefitation; and
having afcended by this path to the other fide, they rencwed their
attack with greater fury than ever, ‘The combat lafted from fun-
ife till noon, when the invincible bravery of the garrifon proved
atlall viflorious,  About twenty knights and a hundred foldiers
were killed, and near three thoufand of the enemy.

As the ravelin was open on the fide towards the fort, the be~
fieged pointed fome cannon againft it, and made great havoo
among the infidels, But Muftapha, fenfible of the value of the
acquifition which he had made, poured in frefh foldicrs without
number; and the pioncers coming forward with wool-facks,
‘planks, and gabions, put the troops at length in fafety, and made
a lodgment in the ravelin, of which the garrifon were never sble
10 difpoffefs them,

Tie grand-mafler's concern on account of this difafler was
greatly augmented, by confidering that it could not have hap-
pened fo foon, without fome negligence on the part of the garrifon.
e fent them however an immediate reinforcement; but both the

Vor. 1. iy fege
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390K fige and the defence were carricd on with the fume vigour as
— efore.

Bur the fituation of the befieged was now become mich more
dangerous than formerly. The Turks applied themfelves with
unremitting diligence to heighicn the ravelin tl it overtopt the

wwall of the fort ; and afiér thir, the gatifon could no longer ap-
pear upon the parapet with fufety. Many were killed by the
enemy’s artillery.  Several breaches were'made in different parts
of the wall, and the hearts of the braveft knights began to fail
within them. They apprehended, that ere long the Turkifh ge-
neral would attempt 1o take the fort by florm, and they drcaded
that it would. be irapoffible’ for £o fimall & niimber to et fo fi-
merous an encmy.
Ty Ty agreed therefore, though widh much reludfancs, to apply
it to'the Grand Mafter for liberty to quit the fort; and they made
ehoice of the chevalier De Medran for their meflenger. - De Me=
dran reprefented that the fort was in reality no longer tenable, and
that to continue in it, though only a fow days, would infallibly
occafion the utter deflrution of the gartifon. That nothing could
be of grester advantage to the Turks than fending the forces of
e Order to a place where there were no fortifications to defend
them; that by doing fo, the troops neceffary for the defence of
the other fortrells would foon be confumed, and. thefe fortrelTes
become an eafy prey to the cnemy. But he concluded with fay-
ing, that, although this was the opinion of all the garrifon, e was
commiffioned to declare to the Grand Mafter, that whatever refo-
lution he fhould form, they were determined o yicld an implicic
obedience to his authority.
neuity Mot of the knights in council thought that this requeft of
4294 the garrifon ought to be immediately granted. But La Valette
9 was
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was of a contrary. opinion, The fort, he acknowledged would
not probably hold;out/much longer; and, he lamented the fate/of
thofe gallant knights and foldiers who were flationed in [o perilous
a fitvation. But there were cafes, he faid, in which it was ac-
coffry to facrifice fome of the members for the prefervation of the
body; and fuch he:knew to! be the prefent eritical flate of theic
affairs. | For he was eredibly informed. that the Sicilian viceroy
had declared, that if the fort of St. Elmo were loft (as he could
not then attack the Turks with the fame advantage as at prefent),
e would not expofe his fleet to-the rifk of 4 defoat for the fike
of the reft of the ifland. And on this account La Valette fub-
joined, that the prefervation of the Order depended almoft entirely
on the length of the ‘prefent fiege, - This he reprefented 1o the
chevalier De: Medran, and fent him back with inflrutions to re~
mind the knights of the vow which thy took at theic entrance
into the Order, of fucrificing their lives for its defence. . He like-
wife bade him affure them, in his name, that he would not fail to
fend them fuch reinforcements. as.they, thould fland.in need of,
and was determined, as foon s it fhould be ncceffary, to. come
himfelf to,their afiftance, with a fixed, unalierable purpofe o lay
down his life, fooner than deliver the fort into the hands of the
Infidls.

Tits anfiver had the defired effe on feveral of the knightay and
‘particulasly on, thofe whofe principles of honour and  attachment
to the Order were confirmed by years. . But the) greater. part
of them were much diffatisfed. - They thought the Grand Maf-
ter's treatment of them harfh and crucl, and wrote him  letter,
fuberibed by ffty-thee, in which, after repeating their formier re-
queft they informed him, thatif he did a6t on the nexvuightyfend

'3 Xz ‘boats’
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boats o carry them to the town, they were determined to fally out
into the Turkifh camp, where they might fall honourably by the
fvord, inftead of fuffering fch an ignominious death as they bhad
reafon to exped, if the fort were taken by florm.

To this letter La Valette replied, “ That they were much mif-
taken, if they expected to fatisfy their honour by throwing away
their lives fince it was no lefs their duty to fubmit to his autho~
sity, than to facrifice their lives in defence of the Order: that the
prefervation of the whole depended on their prefent obedience to
his commands  that no aid was to be expected from Spain, if the
fort were given up; and that, if he fhould yield to their requett,
and bring them to the town, the town itelf would then be imme-
ately invefted, and they, as well as the refl foon afterwards reduced
to a fituation more defperate than that from which they were fo

folicitous to efcape, by deferting an important fation which they
had undertaken to defend.” Befides this letter, he fent three com-
miffioners to examine the flate of the fortifications ; intending by
this meafure cither to gain time, or to prevent the gatrifon from
finking into defpair.

Taess commiffioners differ widely in the accounts which they
delivered at their return,  Two of them thought it impoffible to
defend the fort much longer. But the third, named Conflantine
Caftrot, & Greck prince, defcended from the famous Albanian
hero, Sanderbeg, whether from ignorance, or a conftioufnefs of

greater refources in his native courage than the other two poffefed,
maintained that the garrifon was far from being reduced to the
laft extremity ; and to give proof how firmly he was perfuaded of
the truth of what he faid, he offered to enter the fort himfelf,
and to undertake the. defence of it with fuch troops as fhould be
willing to accompany him,

Tez
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Tue grand-mafter, firongly imprefied with a fenfe of the necel-
fity of protradling the fiege, immediately accepted this offer, and
beflowed the higheft encomiums on Cafiriot's zeal and refolution.
Nor did Caftriot find any difficulty in perfuading a fufficient num-
ber to attend him, who were no lefs zealous and refolute than him-
felf. The foldiers crowded to his flandard, and were emulous to
Bave their names inrolled for that dangerous fervice in which he
had engaged.

Witnx L Valette faw the fpiric by which thefe men were ani-
mated, and bad no longer any doubt of being able, by their means,
10 prolong the fiege of the fort, he fent a letter to the knights,
acquainting them, that he was now willing to give them their dif-
charge; and would immediately fend another garrifon, into whofe
hands, he defired, they (hould be ready to deliver up the fort, and
come themfelves to the town in the boats in which their fuccefTors
were to be tranfported.  “ You, my brethen,” continued he,
“may be in greater fafety here than in your prefeat fituation ;
and I fhall then feel lefs ansiety for the prefervation of the fort,

although I think it of fo great importance, that on the prefervation
of it that of our Order feems entirely to depend.”

Tiis contents and fiyle of this Tetter affected the knights in the
moft fenfible manner, and roufed within them that delicate fenfe
of honour, by which the Order had been fo long and fo emi-
nently diftinguithed. They dréaded the reception which they were
about to meet with from the grand-mafler and the other knights:
« And fhould this new garrifon,” iid they to each other, * which
is appointed to fucceed us, be fortunate enough to hold out till
the Spaniards arrive, in what comer of the earth fhall we conceal

ous
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our infamy 7 They refolved without hefitation to remain in the
fort till évery man thould perith, rather than cither deliver it to
the new garrifon, or abandon it to the enemy.  And they went in
a body to the governor, ‘and intreated him to inform the grand-
mafler of their repentance, and to join with them in praying that
they might be fuffered to wipe out the remembrance of their fault
by their future conduét.

T governor readily complied; and, in order to prevent the
new garifon from fetting out in the night, he difpatched his letter
by a noted fwimmer before it was dark. La Valette fecretly re-
Joiced at this application ; but fent word to the governor, that he
‘muft alsways prefer even a body of new troops to the moft experi=
enced warriors, who had refufed to fubmit to the controul of mili-
tary difcipline. When this anfiver was reported to the knights,
they were overwhelmed with anguifh, and had recourfe to the moft
fubmiive intreatics of forgivenefs. The grand-mafier fuffered
himfelf at laft to be overcome and henceforth the garrifon, dif-
miffing all thoughts of their own fafety, were intcnt on nothing
but how to prolong the defence.

Tiur, grand-mafter fent them every night frefh troops, to fupply
the place of the killed and wounded ; and kept them well furnifhed
with provifions, ammunition, and fire-works, OF thefe laft he
had invented a particular kind, which confified of hoops of wood,
covered with wool, and fiecped in boiling oil, and other inflam-
‘mable liquors, mixed with nitre and gunpovider, To thefe ma-
chines they fet fire, and threw them flaming in the midt of the
encmy, when they were erowded together at an affult. Tt hap-
‘pened often that two or three of the Turks were hooked together
and feorched to death; and the utmoft confufion was produced
wherever the hoops were thrown.

Tae
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Tite befieged food much in need of thefe, and every other in-
firument of mifchicf, that could be devifed for their defence: Tn
fpite of the moft vigorous oppofition, the Turks had caft a bridge
over the ditch, and begun o fap and undermine the wall.  From
the 17th of June to the 14th of July, not a fingle day paft without
fome rencounter ; and Muftapha had frequently attempted to feale
the wall of the fort, but had been as often repulfed with the lofs
of fome of the bravelt of his troops.

Aswane at having heen detained fo Tong before 4 plice of
fuch inconfiderable firength, He refolved to make one great
decifive effort, and to bring to the affult as many of his forces as
the fituation of the place would permit him to employ. Fle had
already made feveral breaches; but in order o fecure the fuccefs of
the afault which he now intended, he kept I batteries playing
all the 15th without intermiffion, il the wall on that fide where
he defigned his attack was almoft level with the rock. On the
16th the fleet was drawn up before fun-rife as near the fort as
the depth of the water would allow; four thoufand mufketcers
and archers were flationed in the trenches; and the relt of the
troops, upon a fignal given, advanced to the breach, The garrifon
was prepared to receive them. ‘The breach was lined with feveral
ranks of foldiers, having the knights interfperfed among them at
certain diftances. The Turks attempred often to break through
this determined band, and to overpower them with their num-
bers. But their numbers ferved only to augment the lofs which
they fuflained. Every fhot from the fort did execution. The
artillery made dreadful havoe among them, and the burning
hoops were employed with aflonithing fuccefs.  The novelty of
thefe machines, and the fhricks of thofe who were caught in
them, added greatly to the terror which they infpired, and made

it
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it impoffible for the Turkifh officers to keep their men firm and
feady in purfuing the advantages which, had they preferved their
ranks, their numbers muft have infalibly fecured.

AT length Muftapha, afier having continued the affault for
‘more than fix hours, without gining a fingle inch of ground on
the befieged, gave orders for founding a retreat.

Ix this attack the garrifon loft about twenty koights and three
hundred foldiers; but this lofs was immediately fupplied by a
reinforcement from the town: and Muflapha was at laft con-
vinced, that, unlefs the communication between the fort and the
town were cut off, it would be impoffible to bring the fiege of the
former to a period, while any troops remained in any other part
of the ifland. By the advice of Dragut he refolved to extend
his trenches and batteries, on the fide next to the town, till they
fhould reach to that pat of the fea, or great harbour, where thofe
fupplies were landed which the Grand Mafter daily fent to the
garrifon.  This undertaking, he knew, mult be attended with the
utmoft. difficulty, becaufe all the fpace between his entrenchments
and the point to which it was neceflary to extend them, lay ex=
pofed to the artillery both of Fort St. Elmo and St. Angelo. In
viewing the ground, a Sangiac, in whom he put confidence, was
Killed by his fide; and, which was ftill a more irreparable loft,
Dragut received a mortal wound, of which he died in a few days *.
This did not however difcourage Muftapha from purfuing his
defign. By employing his troops and pioneers at the work day
and night without intermiffion, he at length carried it into exe~
cution. Then having planted batteries along the fhore, and
filled his trenches with mufketeers, it was impofible for any

 He wes wornded i th hend by the incrs of  fone, which was best o pivces by a
<anon-hot from For St Aagelo,

boat
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boat to pafs from the town to the fort, without the mofl immiacnt
danger of cither being funk or intercepted,
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A TEx this precaution, he refumed with frefh vigour Lis attempt. Tec garta

to take the fort by florm.  On the twen
different affavlts all of which the garrifon withflood, and in
repulfing o many thoufand brave and well-diftiplined troops, dif:
played a degree of prowels and fortitude! which almoft excecds
belief, and is beyond the power of defeription. But this heroic
sarrifon was now exceedingly reduced in pumber; and there was
the ftrongeft reafon to apprehiend, that, in'one afult more, they
mufl inevitably be overpowered, unlefs a reinforeement were fent
them from the town. OF their defperate fituation they gave ins
telligence to the Grand Mafter, by one who fiwam acrofs the har=
‘our in the night. The boats were inflantly filled with knights
and other foldiers; who generoufly refolved to devote themfilves to
certain deftruction, for the general fafety, and the prefervation of
the fort, They fet off from the town with as mch alarity as
f they had entertained the moft fanguine hopes of viQtory; but
they found the Turks every where fo’ much upon their guard,
and the lines > firongly defended, thit, after feveral fruitlefs at=
tempts to land, they were at laft abliged to return, deprefled with
forrow for the fate of their brave companions.

Tz garrifon now defpairing of relief, gave themfelves up for
ToRt; but inflesd of their capitulating of attempting o efeape,
they prepured for deah, and pafled the night in  prayer,
and in receiving the facrameat after which, they embraced one
another tenderly, and then repaired to their refpetive pofts; while
fuch of the wounded as had been difabled from walking, were, at

Vor. I v their
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their own carneft defire, carried to the fide of the breach, where
they waited, without difinay, for the approach of the Turkifl
army.

EaRLY in the morning of the twenty-third of July, the Turks
advanced to the affault, with loud fhouts'as to certain vidtory,
which they believed fo fmall a handful of men as now remained
in the fort would not dare to difpute with them.In this expecta=
tion they were difappointed. . The garrifon being reflved on
death, and defpifing danger, were more than men, and excrted a
degree of prowefs and valour that filled their enemies with amaze-
ment. The combat lafted upwards of four hours, till not only
every knight, but every foldicr had fallen, except two or three
who faved themfelves by fwimming.  The Turkifh colours were
then planted on the rampats; and the flcet entered the harbour
which the fort commanded in a kind of triumph. - When Mufla-
pha took a view of the fort, and examined its fize and fortiica=
tions, he could not refrain from faying, «What will not the fa=
ther coft us (meaning. the town), when the fon, who is fo fiall,

. bas coft fo many thoufands © of our braveft troops.” But this re-

fie@tion, far from exciting his admiration of that heroic fortitude
which he had found fo diffieult to overcome, ferved only to infpire
him with a brutal fury, - He ordered all fuch_of the garrifon as
were found lying on the breach alive to be ript open, and their
hearts torn out. And as an infult on the koights and their reli-
gion, he caufed their dead bodics to be fearched for, and large
gathes to be made in them, in the form of a crofs, after which he
tied them on planks, and threw them into the fea, t0 be carried
by the wind and tide to the town, or fort St Angelo.

< Bight tsound,
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Thiz Grand Mafler ivas at fift melted into tears at this fhock-
ing fpedtacle; but his gricf was foon converted into indignation
and revenge; and thefe paffions betrayed him into an action ua
worthy of the exalted chara@er which he bore. In order to teach
the Bafha, as he pretended, to make war with lefs barbarity, he
caufed all the Tarks whom he had taken prifoners to be maffacred ;
and then puting their beads into his Jargefl cannon, he fhot them
into the Turkih camp. y

Iy the fiege which has been related, the Order loft about one
thoufand five hundred men, including one hundred and thirty
of the bravet knights. The Grand Mafler was deeply affected
at fo great a lofs; but he wifely difembled his concern, and
viearing fhll the fame magnanimous and intrepid afpect as be-
fore, he infpired all the troops that remained, with a fixt, unal-
tesable refolution, to defend. the town and the other forts to the
laft extremity.

MusTArHA vainly imagined, that being intimidated by the
fate of their companions, they would be now inclined to liften to
terms of capitulation; and in this hope he fent an officer with a
white flag to one of the gates, altended by a chriftin flave, de-
figned to ferve for his interpreter. ‘The Turk was not allowed to
eater within the town ;. but the chriftian was admitted, and was
led through feveral ranks of foldiers under’arms by an officer,
who, after thewing him all the fortfications of the place, defired
him to take particular notice of the depth and breadth of the
ditch, and faid to him,  See there, the only fpot we can afford
your general; aad there we hope foon to bury him and all his
Janiffacics.”

3 Uz Tuts
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Trrs infuliing fpeéch being reported by the flave, excited in

7 the fiey mind of the Dalha the highef degree of wrath and

indignation; ‘and miade lim refolve to exert himfelf to the utmoft
in the ‘profecution of the fiege.  His troops, though greatly dic
‘minifhed; were fill fufficient to invelt at once both the town and.
the fort of St. Michael’. He kepta conflant fire on both s but
e intended firft to-apply himfelf chiefly to the redu@tion of tlie
Tatter, which he propofed to attack both by land and water, at
the extremity of the peninfula * on which it flands. In or-
der to accomplifh this'defign, it was neceffury he fhould Have
fome fhipping introdiiced into the harbour, for tranfporting his
forces., But the' mouth of the harboor having been rendered i~
acceffble by'a great iron chain, and the cannon of St. Angela, his
defign mult have been relinguifhed, if Piali had not fuggefled an
expedient againft which the Grand Mafter had not provided. This
vas to make the chriftian flaves and the crews of the fhips draw
 number of boats, by the firength of their arms; over the neck
of land on which ftood fort St. Elmo, OF this propofal, which
Muftapha immediately adopted, information was carried to the
Grand Mafler by a Turkifh officer, who, being by birth a Greek,
was touched fuddenly with remorfe, and deferted o the Chriftians.
In confequence of this intelligence, La Valette fet a great number
of hands to work in framing a flacado along that part of the pro-
montory. where the Turks intended their attack; and at another
past, where the depth of the water or the hardnels of the bottom
would not admit of the flacado, he ordered frong intrenchments

< Tho e et o s, e e s e s e b o e
paied o exch aier by chaonl wher the il elonging o e Oy nd
g estori e fpodid o
4 Called The Spor.
to
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to e made upon the beach. - Muflapha in the mean time fired in-
ecifanty upon the fort, while the flaves and crews were employed
in tranfporting the boats over land into the harbour. At length
the Bafha, judging that the number of boats whicl he had tracf~
ported would be fufficient, and that the breaches which his artillery
had made were praQicable, refolved without further delay-to makie
an attack both by fea and Jand. He was the more confident of
fuccefs, 15, fince the taking of St Elmo, he had reccived a con-
fiderable reinforcement, by the arrival of Hafeem, fon of Darba-
rolTa, with two thoufand five hundred felec Toldiers, commonly
anled he Bravoes of Algiers: Harcm, who polild a confder-
able hare of bis father’s fire, and w: ith him-
8 3.ha frvice o the Sleans begaed of Mofsghatojateut ek
with the affault of fort St, Michacl; and vaunted, with bis nacural
arrogance, that he would foon make himfelf maller of it fyord in
hand. The Bafha, whether from an opinion of his valour, or an
iutention to teach him at his-own expence the folly of his pre=
famption, readily complied with his requeft ; and having added fix:
thoufand men to his Algerines, he promifed to fupport him with:
the reft of his army.

Hascen divided his forces with Candélifa, an old corfair, his
Tieutenant; To whom he committed the attack by fea, whilfk he.
referved that on the land fide to himfelf:

CasneLissa having,put his troops on board the boats, fet out
‘with drums beating, and hautboys and other mufical inflruments {;

14y
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playing, preceded by a boat filled-with Mahometan priefts, fome ***

of whom were employed in offering prayers to Heaven for his
Suceefs, or in finging hymns: while others had -books in theic
‘ands out of which they read imprecations againft the Chriftians.
Candeliffa attempted firft 1o break dowa the fasado which had

been
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been formed to obftru bis landing but finding it much fironger
than he expedied, and that, while he was employed in demolifh-
ing it, his troops muft fuffer greatly from the enemy’s fire,
he thought it would be eafier to make a defoent on that part
of the fhore which the Grand Mafler had firengthened with in=
trenchments. At this important poft the chriftian troops were

commanded by an ancient knight of the name of Guimeran.
expericnced officer referved his fire till the Turks had advanced
within a litde diftance of the fhore, when by a fingle difcharge
he killed about four hundred men. ~ This did not prevent the reft
from approaching. Candeliffa pufhed forwards while the Chrif-
tians were loading their cannon, and Tanded at the head of his

Algerines.  But Guimaran having referved fome cannon charged
with grape fhot, did dreadful execution among them after they had
landed, and many of them began to fly to their boats; which
Candeliffa obferving, he commanded the boats to be put off to
alitdle diftance from the fhore. His troops, perceiving then that
they muft either die or conquer, took courage from defpair, and
advanced boldly to the intrenchment, with ladders for fealing it
in one hand, and their fabres in the other.  The combatants on
both fides difplayed the moft intrepid valour. Great numbers
fell, and the ditch was choaked with blood, and with the bodies
of the dead and wounded. The Turks at laft, after an engage-
ment of five hours, reached the top of the intrenchment, and there
planted their enfigns. The knights, fiung with fhame on ac-
count of their retreat, returned with redoubled ardour. Bt
they would probably have been overpowered by the fuperior
number of the enemy, had not 'the Grand Mafter fent them' a
feafonable reinforcement, under the admiral de Giou, ‘and the
chevalier de Quiney; who fell upon the Algerines and Tutks

E] with
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with a degree of fury that firuck terror into Candelifis bimGlf,
who was noted for his intrepidity. Having ordered the boats to
be brought nearer the fhore, he was among the firt who fled.
His bravoes fought defperately for fome time after he had lefc
them; but were at length thrown down from the intrenchments,
and compelled to fly to their boats with the utmoft precipitation.
‘The Chriftians purfued them, and the batteries continued firing
on them without intermiffion. Many of the boats were funk ;
the water was covered with dead bodics, mangled limbs, fhields
and helmets. Of the four thoufand who had been fent on this
enterprize, fearcely five hundred remained, and many of thefe were
dangeroully wounded.

Flascrat was not more fortunate in his afault by land, than
Candeliffa was by fea. After having been repulfed at one breach
with great laughter; he rallied his troops, and led them on to an-
other, where he fought long and defperately, till moft of the
bravoes having fallen by his fide, he was obliged, with much re=
Tu@ance and forrow, to found a retreat.

MusTarna, not unmindful of his promife to fupport him, o
fooner perceived him beginning to retire, than he ordered the Ja-
niffaries, whom he had kept under arms, to advance, The garrifon
‘Had maintained anengagement with Hafeem for five hours, in the
middle of the day, and in the hotteft feafon of the year; yer, as if
they had riot been fubje to the wants and weaknelles of huma=
nity, they advanced beyond the breach to meet the Janiffarics and
fought apparently with as much vigour and fortitude as before.
By the power of fuperior numbers, they were compelled to fall
back within the breach.  But there they made the moft defperate

refiftance;
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iou and De Quiney,

sepulfed the JanifTaries with dreadful flaughter ; after having loft
smore than forty Knights, ‘and two hundred of the bravet of tho
common men.

Mosrarna, ensged by (s invi

ible obflinacy which the
ians difplayed in their defence, and dreading that the Spa-
(h fuccours, which had been already delayed much longer than
he expetted, might foon arsise, reblved now to employ his whole
farce at once, and swhile he himfelf profecuted the Giege of fort
St. Michael wirh onc half of his troops, to. employ the other
under Piali, againft the town. More batteries were raifed. The
wrenches were advanced (ill nearer than before. - Bridges of fail-
yards and mafls were thrown over the ditches. - Miacs, notwith-

Randing the hard and rocky foil, were fprung.  Allaults were re-
peated ithout number, and the two bathas, emulous of one
another, and each of them agitated with continual ansiety left
vidory fould declare fift for his competitor, exhiblied the
mofl fhining proofs of perfonal courage, and exhaulted all the
st of war then known in the world Yet, through the
determvined bravery of the knights, condudted by the Gramd
Mafler with confummate prudence and indefatigable vigilance,
the Turks were bafiled in every attempt, and repulfed with
faughter. Mullapha flattered himfelf once with the moft fin-
guine hopes of fiiccefs on his part, made a_ machine invented by
Jis principal engineer, in the form of a huge cafk bound ftrongly
with izon boops, and filled with gun~powder, nails, chains, bul-
ters, and fuch other inflruments of death,  After fetting fire to
a train which was faflencd o this machine, it was thrown by the
force of an engin, upon a ravelin that was the principal defence
8

of
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of the fort.  But the garrifon undifiayed, found means, before
it caught fire, to caft it out again intothe midfl of the afuilants.
Tn 2 momed afterwards it burft with dreadful fury, and filled the
Turks with conflernation. The: knights then fallied out upon.
them fivord in hand, and taking advantage of their confufion,
killed many of them, and put the refl to flight.

PiaLt had, on fome occafions, flill more reafon than Mufta-
pha to entertain the hopes of victory, although the town was
much flronger than the fort, and La Valette commanded there
in perfon. By his batteries he had demolifhed al the out-works
of the place, and had made an immenfe breach in the wall.
‘While his troops were engaged in a furious affault, that engrofled.
the whole attention of the befieged from morning till night, he
employed a great number of pioneers in mifing a cavalier or plat-
form of carth and flones, clofe by.the breach, and fo high as to
overlook the parapet. Night, in the mean time, came on, and
prevented him from carrying any further this great advantage
but he doubted not that-next day he fhould be able to meke him-
£IE mafler of the place.

As foon as he had drawn off his forces, a council of the Order
was convened, and moft of the knights were of opinion that the
town was no longer tenable; that the fortifications which flill re-
‘mained fhould be blown up, and that the garrifon and inhabitants
fhould retire into the caflle of St. Angelo. But the Grand Mafter
ireccived this propofal with Borror and indignation.  This would
be in effe@,” faid he, “ to deliver the whole ifland into the hands
of the infidels. Fort St. Michael, which has been o gallantly de-

fended, and which is preferved by its communication with the
town, would thus be foon reduced.to the neceffty of furrender-
ing. There is 1o room in the catle of St. Angelo for the infia~

Vou. L x bitants
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Q0% bitants and treops; nor, i there were room, is there water in that

" foru for fo great a numbér” It was then propofed that at leaft

the relics of the faints and the ornements of the churches fhould
be carried into’ the caflle; and the knights earneflly intreated
the Grand Mafler to retire into it himfelf, affuring im: that
they would condu@ the defence with the utmoft vigour and
vigilance, “ No, my brethren,” he replied, ®what you propofe
a8 to the facred things would ferve only to intimidate the foldiers.
We muft conceal our 'apprehenfions. It is here we mult either
die or conquer. ~ And is it pofible that T, at the age of feventy-
one, can end my life o honourably, as in fighting, together with
my friends and brethren, egainft the implacable enemics of our.
Holy faith# - He then told them what he thought proper to bic
done, and proceeded inflantly to put it in execution. Having
ealled all the foldiers from fort St. Angelo, except a few who:
were neceffary for managing the artillery, be employed then and
the inhabitants all night, in throwing up intrenchments within
the breach; after which he feric out fome of the braveft knights,
with a fele@ body of troops, to make an attempt on the cavalier.
Thefe men fole foftly along the foot of the wall till they arrived
at the place appointed ; when they fet up a loud fhout, and at-
tacked the guards whom Piali had left there with fo much fury,
that the Turks, believing the whole garrifon had fallen upon them,
abandoned their poft, and fled precipitately o their camp.

Tae cavalier was immediately fortified, a battery of cannon
planted on it, 'and a parapet raifed on the fideltowards the enemy.
And thus the breach was rendered jmpraicable the town put in
greater fecurity than before; and a work, which had been devifed
for its defirulion, converted into a bulwals for its defence,

Tus

- VVA.BHSC



PHILIP I. KING OF SPAIN.

155

Taz Grand Mafter had now| greater confidence than ever of 700X

Teing able to hold out tll the Spaniards (hould come to his relief.

Tn confequence of the affurances given by Philip and the Sicilian
viceroy, he had, long before this time, entertained the hopes of 7
b

their arsival, and had often earnellly foliciied the
haften his departure from Meffina. The conduct of this noble~
man was long exceedingly myflerious. The patience of the
Tnights was worn out by his delays; and they, and many others,
fufpe@ed that the real motive of his condué was the dread of en-
countering with an admiral of fo great a reputation as Piali. Buc
it afterwards appeared that the viceroy had adied agrecably to his,
inftructions from the court of Spain. For although Philip was,
for the reafons above mentioned, fincerely interefted in the prefer-
vation of the knights ; and had amufed them with the moft flatter-
ing promifes of affiflance, yet he feems from the fift to have re-
folved not to expofe himfelf to danger on theic account, aad (0
avoid, if poffible, a general engagement.

roy to

A cexerous and grateful prince would have aced very differ-
ently towards an ally fo deferving of his fupport; and if cither
generofity or graticude bad been the leading principle of Philips
condud, it is probable he would, on this occafion, have regarded
the knights as his own fubjects; and have thought it no lcfs in-
cumbent on him to exert himfelFin their defence, than i they had
acknowledged him for their orereign.

Bor Philip was affefted by the danger only fo far as it
threatened the tranquillity of his own dominions. He had re-
folved to interpofe in their behalf, rather than to fuffer them to
e overpowered;. but he appears to have been, very litfe touched
with their calamities ; and to haye iatended toleave them to them=
felves, as long as there was any profpect of their being ab

X2
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make refiftance; by doing which he confidered; that hie would not

" only preferve lis own firength entire, but might aftcrwards en

gage with the Tiurks, when they were exhaufled by the opera=
tions of the fiege:

PaiLir adhered inflexibly to this plan, notwithflending the
Grand Mafter's repeated importunities, much longer than was con=
fiftent even with his own [elfih views. Tor, without a degree of
Fortitude and prowefs on the par of the garcifon, and a degree of
wifdom, vigilance, and magnanimity, o that of the Grand Mafter,
infinitely higher than there could be reafor to expedt, it muft Have:
been impaffible for fuch a handful of men to have withflood, for
fo long a time, fo great a force, and fuch mighty efforts as were
employed to reduce them.  Even the death of the Grand Mafier
alone, whofe perfon was expofed to perpetual danger, would have
proved fatal 1o the knights, long before Philip fent orders to his
Viceroy to give them any effefual fupport; and in this cafe, as
Tis own dominions or his flect would hiave been immediately at-
tacked, he would probably have bad lidle reaon 1o be futisfied
with the timid, ungenerous counfels which he purfucd.
WHATEVER judgment may be formed on this head, the vice-
7oy did not thiak himfIf at libercy to yield to the repeated appli
cations of the Grand Mafter, till the operations of the fiege began to
relas, and the Turkifh forces were rednced from forty-five thou=
fund to fificen or fixteen thoufind 3 of whom many were worn

out with the fatigucs which they had undergone, and:others ren-
dered unfit for ation by a bloody flux, which for feveral weeks
bad raged amongft them. 2
I this fituation of affaits, when it was probable that the
s would, without affifance, have compelled the Turks to raife:

7 g




PHILIP Il KING OF SPAIN.

the fiege, the viceroy let the Grand Mafter know that he had now
received fuch inftrutions from the king, as put it in his power
%o fhew his autachment to the Order; that he was not indeed per=
mitted to attack the Tarkith fleet; but that he would immediately
bring him a firong body of troops, whofe commanders (as e
Bimfelf muft return o Sicily) were 10 be entirely fubje€t to the
Grand Mafter's authority, till the enemy thould be expelled.

Tz viceroy, although fill fufpedted of interpofing unaceeliry

delays, at length fulfilled his promife; and on the feventh of Sep- 2

tember landed fix thoufand men, under Don Alvaro de Sande * and
Afeanio della Corna, in that part of the ifland which lay at the
greatelt diftance from the Turks; after which he immediately
carried back the fleet to Sicily.

e Turkifh bathas had been perfiuaded by their fpics, that the
iceroys intention was to land his troops at the cafll of St. An-
gelo; and o’ prevent this, Piali had lain feveral days at anchor
before the great pott, after having blocked up the entrance into
it by a chain of fil-yards, piles, and boats.

I the mean time, intelligence being brought to Mufapha that
the Spaniards were landed, and marching towards him, he was
thrown into the moft dreadful conflernation. Senfible that his
foldiers were much ditheartened by their ill fuccefs, he ima-
gined that he was about to be attacked by a fuperior army,
confifting of the braveft and beft difeiplined troops in Spain.
‘Without waiting for information of their number, he forthwith
raied the fege, drew his gareifon outof St Elino, and leaing
all his heavy cannon behind him, embarked his troops

T i he fame nobleman whaf vafat efere of th x of Gerb
Bask IV, p. 020
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much precipitation as if the Spaniards with fuperior forces had
been in fight.  He had fearcely got on board when a deferter ar-
sived from the Spanifh camp, and informed him that with fifteen
or fixtecen thoufand men, he had fled before an army that did not
exceed fix thoufand, having no general at their head, and com-
manded by officers who were independent of one another. The
bafha was overwhelmed with fhame and*vexation by this intelli-
gence, and would have immediately difembarked; but this, he
Knew, he durft not attempt without confulting Piali, Hafcem, and
is other principal officers.

WaiLe he was deliberating upon it, the Grand Mafler im-
proved to the beft advantage the leifure that was afforded him.
He employed all the inhabitants, men, women, and children, as
secll as the foldicrs, in filling up the enemy’s trenches, and demo-
Jfbing theic works; and put a garrifon without delay into fort
St Elmo in which the Turks now beheld from their fhips the
flandard of St. Jobn ereQted where that of Mahomet had lately
flood.

“Tuts demonfirated to Muftapha how much new labour awaited
Bim in cafe he fhould return to the fiege; but being enraged
againft himfelf on account of the precipitancy of his reweat, and
difquicted at the thoughts of the reception which he had reafon
1o expe@ from Solyman, he wifhed to atone for his imprudence,
and to wipe off the reproach in which it had involved him, by
~ictory or death. ~ Pialiy who from his jealoufy of the bafha's cre-
@it with the Sultan, was not forry for the failure of his enterprife,
reprefented in a council of war convened on this occafion, that as
the troops were much difpirited and worn out, it would be ex~
pofing them 1o certain deftruétion, cither to lead them againft the

enemy,

UVVA.BHSC



PHILIP Il KING OF SPAIN. 159

encmy, or to refme the operations of the fiege.  But a majority 3 Q.0 K
of the council were of a different opinion ; and it was reolved o "
Jand the forces again without delay, and to march dircdlly againft %"
the Spaniards.

Tup Turkilh fldiers complained biterly of this unexpected e Turks
refolution, and obeyed the orders to difembark with much re- "4 hnded-
luGance. Their officers were obliged to employ threats with
fome, and force with others. At length the number intended was

put on fhore, and Muftapha fet out at their head in fearch of the
enemy.

Tig Grand Mafter had not negle@ted to give early notice of And defeucd

their march to the Spanifh commanders, who had intrenched Ttk
their little army on a fleep hill, which the Turks would have
found almoft inacceffible; and it was the opinion of fome of the
principal officers, that they fhould avail themfelves of the advan-
tage of their fituation, and fland in their defence.  But this pro-
‘pofal was rejetted with difdain by the bold adventurous De Sandé,
and the greatelt patt of the Spanifh officers; and the troops were
Ted out of their encampment, to meet the enemy in the open field.
This condu@, more fortunate perhaps than prudent, contributed
to increafe the dejecion of the Turkifh foldicts, and to facilitate
their defeat. Having been dragged againft their inclination. to
the field of battle and being attacked by the Spaniards with
great fury, both in front and flank, they Gearcely fought; but,
being fruck with a fudden panic, they fled with the utmoft
precipitation.

MosTariA, confounded and enraged by this pufillanimous
‘ehaviour of his troops, was burried along by the viclent tide of
the fogitives. He fell twice from his horfe, and would have

been
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been teken prifoner, if his oficers had not refoued hint. The
Spaniards purfued brifkly Gl they came to the fea-fhore. There
Piali had his boats ready to receive the Turks, and a number of
fhallops filled with mufketeers drawn up to favour their efeape.
Without this precaution, they muft all have peribed; and even
notwithftanding the proteétion which it afforded them, the num-
ber of their killed amounted to two thoufand men, while the
~vi@ors loft only thirtecn o fourteen at moft.

Sucw, afier four months coutinuance, was fhe conclufion of
the fiege of Malta, which will be for ever memorable on account
of that extraordinary difplay of the moft generous and heroic
~alour by which the knights, fo few in number, were enabled
to baffle the moft vigorous effort which could be made to fubdue
them by the moft powerful monarch in the world. The news of
their deliverance gave univerfal joy to the chriftian powers; and
tle name of the Grand Mafler excited every where the higheft ad-
miration and applaufe.  Congratulations were fent him from
every quarter; and in many States public rejoicings were cele-
brated o account of his fuceels. The king of Spain, who derived
greater advantage than any other from that glorious defence to
which La Valette had fo highly contributed, fent an ambaffador
10 prefent him with a fword and dagger of which the hilts were
folid gold, adorned with diamonds, as a tefimony of his refpect;
and engaged to pay him annually a fam of money to affift him in
repaiting his ruined fortifications

« Thasnos, T, saxvif, Herres, biforia geoeral, L, vi, Cabuers, fib vl Ver-
o, i, des Cheval.de Milihe,
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HILIP, being now delivered from his apprehentions of
Turkifh invafion, applied himfelf with zeal to his favou-
tite objeds, the extirpation of herefy, and the cnforcing of obe-

dience o the council of Trent. Nor in thefe poiats did he 6]

meet with much oppofition, in any part of his domiaions except
the Netherlands; where the feeds of difeord, which had been
fown in the beginning of his reign, were approaching fuft to-
wards matucity. The dutches of Parma had, foon after his.
departure, experienced what a diffcult charge fhe had under-
taken.  The regular clergy ill continued o complain a5 loudly
4 cver of the new eretion of bifhoprics; and contributed to
the utmoft of their power to foment the fpirit of difcontear
among the people. No change, they fidy could be legally made
in the conflitution of the church, without the confeat of the

Vou. I. ¥ States,
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States,  The new ere@tions were therefore a violation of a funda=
mental Jaws which was the more intolerable as the abbots, on
whofe ruins the bifhoprics were raifed, were natives of the coun=
try, and deeply interelled in the public welfare; whereas the
biffiops swould be entirely devoted to the courts of Rome and Spain.
But the regent was obliged o pay a greater regard tG the orders
of the king, than to the complaints or remonfirances of the peo~
ple. Nor did fhe yield to the importunities of any of the cities,
;nto which it had been refolved that the new bithops fhould be
introduced, except Antwerp; the citizens whereof fent deputies to
Madsid, and found means to consince Philip, that his new infti~
cution, through the drcad with which it would infpire foreigners
thiat the inquifition was about o be efablithed, would prove de-
frudtive to their commerce

WLz the regent was employed n fetling the new bithops,
fhe was not unmindful of the king's injundtions with refpe to
the exccution of the edits. * They were exceuted with the utmoft
rigour, againft pesfons of all ages and of both fexcs, without dif-
tin@tion; and 0 greater regard was fhewn, on many occafions, to
the laws of nature and humanity, than to the conflitution of the
provinces, The regent was not of herfelf inclined to thofe cruel
‘meafures that were purfued 5. but fhe was dire@ted in every thing
by Granyelle”, whofe views, fhe knew, were perfely conform-
2ble to thofe of the king 3 and whofe judgment, for that reafon,
fhe often followed in contradi@ion to her own,
1z was feldom that any matters relative to the edidls or the new
bihopties were lsid before the counil, and when they were
brought thither, they were propofed as points alrcady fixed, and
M, 1. p. 37, Benivogley Grote, &5
 Now Avellihop of Mechi s0d advinced o the dgaiy of Cardnal.
s a0t
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not as fubjets on which there was room to deliberate,  The re-
gent formed her refolutions privately, with the affiffance of Gran-
velle, and there was nothing left to the council, but to give theie
fanftion to the meafures which had been refolved upon before.

It s not furprifing that a condu@ fo extremely partial fonld
Dave given umbrage to the other counfellors, The prince of
Orange and the counts Egmont and Horn  were more particularly
offended with it. Their high fations, their merit and fervices, and
the truft which had ever been repofed in them by the Jate empe-
Tor, entitled them to a principal fhare in the regent’s moft fecret
councilss and they were filled with indignation when they faw
that, on every occafion; a preference was given to the cardinal.
« Tn this,” they fid; “ confifted the recompence of all their fer-
vices, to be reduced by the king, to whofe perfon and intereft they.
had ever fhewn the moft inviolable attachment, under the domi~
nion of an arrogant and hanghty ecclefiaftic. The dutchefs of
Parma had the name of Regent, but the power was lodged in, the
hands of Granvelle. The moft important afairs of the flate were
all determined in private by him, without the confent, or even the
Enowledge of the other counellors. Their feats in.the council,
and their goverament of the provinces, were only high-founding
empty names, which gave them the appearance of authority;
whilft they did not poffefs any real power, but were equally fube
jeted with others to the asbitrary will of Granvelle.”

WitiL the prince of Orange and the other difcontented Lords
ad fo mnch reafo o be diffafid i ould not b expeled that
 they would ly

* Admirals of the Netherlandss
v 4 ] Notwithflanding
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Notwithftanding all that had been done to fupprefs the new opi=

fons in religi ini i i wider every
day throughout the provinces. This Granvelle aferibed to the
negligence of the magiftrates in executing the edidts. The prince
of Orange, on the other hand, and count Egmont, threw the blame
of it on him ; and faid, that by purfuing meafures to which the
people of the Netherlands had never been accuftomed, he had
foured their minds, and brought the regent’s government into
hatred and contempt. Thofe complaints were often made in the
‘prefence of the regent herfelf; who, beiog preffed on the one hand
by the pofitive orders of the king, inculcated by Granvelle, and on
the other, diftreffod by her apprehenfion of the confequences to be
dreaded from fo much ill-humour and difcontent, could only give
foothing anfivers to the complainers, and fatter them with fome
gencral hopes that the grounds of their complaints would be
semoved.

Sus was fill more embarrafled, when the prince of Orange
propofed i the council, thaty in order to remedy the prefent
evils, fhe fhould fummon a convention of the States, It could not
be expe@ed that Granvelle would relifh this propofal. For he
was not ignorant how ill the people flood affedted to his perfon,
and his meafures of government ; nor how much faperior the in-
fluence of the prince of Orange would be to his, if the States
were affembled.  But he did not neglec the prefent opportunity
of ingratiating himfelf with the king. When the regent gave
Philip information of the propofal which had been made to her,
and defired to receive. his inflructions on the fubjedt, Granvelle
took that ccafion to reprefent to him, ¢ That nothing could be
‘more prejudicial to his authority than the affembling of the States:
3 meafure which ought at all times to be avoided, as it ufually

produced
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produced an inclination in the people to encroach upon the pre-
rogatives of the crown; but which there never was fo much
‘ground to dread as at prefent, when perfons of all conditions were
o decply infedted with a fpirit of fedition and difcontent. * The
abbots would come to.the convention, inflamed with indignation
on account of the late diminution of their reveaucs. The lower
and the deputies of the towas would be gained over by
the prince of Orange, 'and the other. diftontented lords ; and the
‘people, ever fond of innovations, would be much more inclined to
regard the opinion of their deputies than that of the regent, or the
minifters of the king.”

Tits reprefentation was perfe@ly agreeable to Philip’s views
and fentiments; nor did he hefitate in complying with the coun-
{el which was offered him. He immediately renewed his orders
to the regent with refpect to the rigorous exceution of the edicts;
and thereby let the prince of Orange and the other nobles fee that
there was nothing farther from his intention than to convene the
States, in order to confider of more gentle expedients for prevent-
ing the growth of herefy *.

Tits perfecutions, therefore, were carried on as formerly. The
‘compaffion which all men felt for the unhappy fufferers, excited a
general odium againtt the government.  The magifirates encoun-
tered infurmountable difficulties in exccuting the orders of the
court; and tlie number of protefants increafed daily, while the
‘moft vigorous efforts were made to extirpate them by the regent
and her minifiers.  Granvelle endeavoured to convince the
king, that this was chiefly owing fo the remiffacls of the
governors of the provinces, They were not ignorant of his

# Bentvoglio I, B 15.
accufation ;
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accufation; and being now incenfed againft him more than
ever, they refolved to make him fecl the effets of their refent-
ment,  Agrecably to this refolution, the prince of Orange, and
the counts Egmont and Florn, wrotea letter to the king, in which
they laid the blame of all the difturbances in the Netherlands
upon the cardinal s who, they reprefented; had affumed the
fole direftion of afairs, and, by his imperious conduét, had ren-
dered himfelf the obje@ of univerfal hatred. ¢ It was impoffible
For them to ferve either the king or the people, whillta perfon o
exceedingly obnoious poffeffed fuch unlimited influence. But the
government would proceed fmoothly, if Granvelle were removed;
and in cafe the king would grant their requeft, there fhould be
fothing wanting on their part, either to fupport bis authority, o
4o maintain the purity of the catholic faith, to which they were
ot 1efs fincercly attached than cardinal Granvelle.” ;

To this letter Philip, aficr a delay of fome months, made as
mild aceply as could juftly have been expelted; but he concluded
with obferving, “ That it was not his pratice to difmifs his mi-
niflers upon the complaints of their enemies, tll he had given
them an opportunity of viadicating their condu@®. Juftice t0o re-
quired that, from general aceufations, they Mould defcend to mea-
tion partisular crimes or mildemeanours 3 and if they did not in-
cline to do this in writing, ope of them might come to Madrid,
where he would be received with every mark of diftintion and
sefpet”

Wi this ufwer the prince of Orange and the other lords
were much difftisfied ; and they had the courage to reply, ** That
wices greatly difappointed to find fo lttle regard paid to their

remonfirance.
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remonfranee. | For they hadnot writ their former letter, as car- 30 0%
dinal Granvelle’s accufers, but as the king’s counfellors ; who, by ‘_.sﬁ,
i

vittue of their office were bound to inform him of whatever ap-
peared to be of confequence to the welfare of his dominions. They
did not defire that the cardinal fhould fuffer harm; and, in any

place except the Netherlands, they thould be glad o hear of his
profperity ; but his continuance there, they thought, was incom-
patible with the public peace.” They added, % That they did not
efteem the cardinal fo highly as to undertake a journey to Spain on
bis account; and that fince the king was pleafed to repofe fo little
confidence in their opinion, they hoped he would difpenfe with
their further attendance in the council ; where, as they could not
be prefent without a diminution of their dignity, it was impofible
for them, while the cardinal  retained his influcnce, to be of
the fimallelt ufe.*

To this fecond letter, Philip made no other anfwer, but thatt .

e would confider of what they had faid, and that in the mean
time he expetted they would continue to give théir aiftance as
formerly in the council.

1564

Tuy now fw that he had o itetion t comply Wit (i pyrye e

requeft.  Still however they obeyed his orders, and at times they ©
went to the council; but there, and every where elfe, they treated
the cardinal with fo much ridicule and contempt, that being at
length diffgufted with his fituation, he applied for liberty to retire.
The king confented, but with great reludiance; and could never.
forgive the prince of Orange, and  the other lords, who had re-
duced him to this neceffity &

* Beaivoglo. G
GraN-
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BQOK  GanvauLe's departure wasnot attended with thoft advantages
which his enemies expe@ed to derive from it.  They had flattered
055 themfelves with the hopes of obtaining, afier his removal, their
sopied b juft hare in the adminifiration; but Viglius, and Count Barlai-
ulinest.  mont, two zealous catholics, who had concurred with Granvelle
in all his arbitrary meafures, were foon received by the regent into
the fame degrec of favour which he had poffefed, and were allowed
to exercife the fame unlimited influence in the government.
Rooionet A LITTLE before this time the council of Trent had publithed
xletwmlnl its decrees, and Philip, as mentioned above, had refolved to
have them obeyed throughout all his dominions. The difturb-
ances which fubfifled in the Low Countries, ought to have de-
terred him from adding fuel to a flame which already burnt with
fo much violence. But his bigotry, together with his arbitrary
‘maxims of government, rendered him averfe to every mild expe-
dient, and determined him to enforee obedience to the decrees in
the Netherlands as well as in Spain and Taly. When the regent
1aid his inftrutions on this head before the council of State, fhe
found the counfellors much divided in their opinions. The prince
of Orange maintained, * That the regent could not require the
people of the Netherlands to. receive the decrees, becaufe feveral
of them were contrary to the fundamental laws of the conflitu-
tion. He reprefented that fome catholic princes had thought pro-
per to rejec them 3 and propofed that a remonfirance fhould be
made to the king on the neceffity of recalling his infiructions.”
Several other lords were of the fame opinion. But Viglius,
~on the other hand, urgedwith great earneftnes, the neceflity of

Pt of e iy, e g vy e Nelis
complying
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complying immediately with the
councils,” he faid, * the church had in all ages fecured the purity
of s difeipline and do@rines. No remedics for the diforders in
the Netherlands could be devifed. more likely to prove cffectualy
than the decrees in quellion.  1f they (hould be found in any re-
fpedt incompatible with the laws o privileges of the Netherlands,
the inconveniences drcaded from thence might be prevented, by
exceuting them with prudence and moderation.”  He (ubjoined,
« that it was the peculiar glory and happinefs of their fovereign,
that cither e did not entertain the fame erroneous fentiments, or lio
under the fame difagtecable neceffity as thofe other catholic princes
who had rejected the decrees ; butheld opinions, and could follow

ing’s commands. & By general

‘meafures, which, while they were conducive to the welfare of the
church, were necelfary in order to fecure the peace and profpe-
ity of his fubjets .

Tunts fpecch of Viglius had the defired effect upon the regent;

who immediately refolved, without regard to what had been of- .

Fered by the prince of Orange, to publifh the decrees,  But from,
different caufes, both the number and courage of the reformers
“was now greatly augmented. ~ In confequence of the civil wars in
Trance, many proteflants of that kingdom had retired into the
fouthern provinces,  And through the  conflant intercourfe
which fubfifted in the way of trade between the more northern
provinces and England and Germany, thefe. provinces were filled
with protefant miniflers, who, being prompred by that ardent
seal which the knowledge of important trath lately difcovered
s calculated to infpire, exerted themfelves with uaceafing induftry
in propagating their religious tenets.  The country sbounded at
the fame time with books written againft the popifh rites and

© Benisnglo, b p 32
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do@trincs.  Several of the nobility, and many of the magiftrates,
had imbibed the new opinions,  The governors of thie provinces
were cithier not inclined to exceute thofe edidts to which they had
from the beginning thewn themfelves averfe; or, 2o they often
declared, they found it impraicableto carry them into exeeution,
without laying the country wafle, by forcing into exile great num-
bers of its moft induftrious inhabitants. In many places the
edi@ts were not executed at all; and in othiers, the proteflants
were refeued by the people from the hands of the inquifitors, and
the inguilfitors themfelves obliged-to fly from the enraged multi
tude.

T regent diftovered at this time great perplesity and Hefita-
tion.  She was exceedingly defirous to have her adminifiration
approved by the king, and would have gladly complied with his
infiru@tions ; but fhe could not help being alarmed by the repeated
reprefentations which were made to'hor of the confequences that
might arife from driving the people to'defpair. She therefore
judged it expedicat to fend one of the principal nobiliy to Spain,
1o inform the king more fally than fhe ‘could do by writing, of
the real flate of the provinces: and having made choice: of count
Egmont for her ambaffador, as onie who was cqually acceptable
©© all partics, fhe employed Viglins the prefident togive him her
inftrudions, ja prefence of the other counfellors. The prince of
Oraoge was highly diffatisfied with the terms in which thefe in~
firudtions were expreffid:  This. reprefentation,” faid e, « of
the flate of her affairs, is not caleulated to inform the king, but
to deceive: him. The relation which thie prefident hay given of
our' calamiies falls infinitely fhort of the truth, - We muft lay
open from' the bottom thofe wounds under which the country
bleeds, elfe the king can never apply the proper cures.  Let us

not,
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not, by our mifreprefentations, imake him believe the nurber of
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heretics to be fimaller than it is. | Let us acquaint liim, that every «—rs

province, every town, every village is full ‘of them.  Let us nit
conceal from him how much they defpife the edi@s, and how
little they refped the magiftrates ; that he may fee how impradii-
cable it is to introduce the inquifition, and ‘be convineed that
the remedy which he would ‘have s ‘to apply, would be in-
finitely worfe than the difeafe.” He added, ¢ That although he
was a truc catholic, and a faithful fubjec of the king, yet he
thought the calamities which had ‘been flately experienced in
France and Germany, afforded a fufficient proof that the com-
feiences of men were not to be compelled, and that herefy was not
1o be extirpated by firc and fword, but by reafoning and perfua-
fion; to which it was in vain to exped that men would be brought
to Tiften, until the prefent pralice of butchering them Jike bealls
was laid afide” ‘He reprefented likewife the abfurdity of pub-
Tithing, on this occafion, the decrees of the council of Trent,
and propofed that count Egmont Mould be infiraed to requelt
the kiog to fufpend the publication of them il the prefent tu-
mults were allayed. But the regent was either not inclined or
ot at liberty to follow the opinion of the prince of Orange in pre-
ference to that of Viglius. She called count Egmont apart from
the conncil, and having given him fuch inftru€ions as fhe thought
proper, fhe made him (et out immediately for Spain; after having
flattered bim with hopes that his journcy thither, if he improved
the apportunity afforded him, would fecure him the full poffeion
of his maflee’s favour "

Tur king received him at Madrid, and entertained him, during
his fay there, with every tellimony of regard.  When he was

* Benivolio b i Grots,
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about to retwrn, be made hini a prefent of ffty thoufand florins 5
and as the count had feveral daughters, Philip promifed to dif-
pofe of them in marriages’ fuitable to their father's rank. The
cotemporary hiftorians differ widely in their relations of what
paffed with refped to the fubje@ of his embafly. The moft pro-
bable account is, that although Philip’s anfiver was not clear and
explicit, yet that he exprelfed himfelf with fo much foftnefs in
fpeaking of the cdidts, and uttered fo many firong profeffions of
affection for the people of the Netherlands, that the count, who
was in the higheft degree candid and fincere, yias induced o be-
Tieve that the king did in reality intend to alter his meafures of
government. It s certain'y that he returned to the Low Coun-
ries highly fatisfied with the court of Spain; and extolled the
goodnels of the king, and the love which he bore to his Flemith
fubje@s. The prince of Orange was not fo eafily deceived.
Count Egmont had been impofed upon, he faid, by Spanifh
ariifice,  His private interclt had blinded his penetration, and
created in him an ill-grounded fecurity with regard to the public
good .

Bor althongh count Bgmont was not able to fatisfy the prince
of Orange, it fhould feem that his report was credited by moft of
the other counfellors, and even by the regent herfelf; who would
not otherwife have agreed to a meafure which, immediately after
the count’s arrival, was fuggefled in the council. It was there
propofed that a certain number of divines and lawyers fhould mect
together in Bruffels, to confider of the moft effectual me:hods of
putting a flop to the growth of herefy ; and the regent readily
confented to this propofal, without enquiring, as fhe ufed to do
on other occafions, whether it would be agreeable to the king.

* Groias, Vil Willan's Apology, 1. 485.
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To this conference the called the bifhops of Arras, Ipres; and Na-
mur; Ravenftenios and Janfenius, two eminent diviness the o
‘prefidents of the proviacial councils of Flanders and Utreche, and
two eminent lawyers from Mechlin aod Brabant.

Tue refilt of their deliberations was, that chiools for infirut-
ing youth in the principlés of the Catholic fuith, fould be eredied
in all the provinces; that particular atention fhould be given to
reform the lives of the clergy ; and that in punifhing heretics mild
chaftifements hould be adopted, in the room of thofe fevere ones,
which upon trial had been found (o incffectual .

? Tite regent having tranfmitted to the king an account of thefe

inati W i the infc d, that,
far from approving them, he was extremely diffatisfied. with her
for allowing the conference to be held. The fubjects which had
been confderediin'it, were points; e fid, already fixed by his
autbority s and which; on- that account, ought not to have been
brought wnder deliberation, The diforders which occafioned fo
much-uneafinels to the regent, had arifen from the connivance oF
negligence of her minifers.  Butif any of them were found want-
ing, cither in courage or in zeal for the fervice which he required,
e moft immediately difiifs them, and fubfitate others in theis
places for no fervice which fhe could perform, would be ciher [0
Rceeptable o him, or fo conducive t0 his glory and interel as the
extindtion of herefy in the Netherlands.

e regent had, from the beginning of her adminifiration,
been extremely, folicitous to gratify the court of Spain. Nothing
could have made herjagree to the conference, but her convidtion,
founded on ¢ount Egmont’s teport, that it would inot be unac-

1 Bentivli, Ub. i po 351
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BOOK ceptable to the King. As foon as fhe difeovered her miftake, fhe

publifhed an edi€t, confirming all the former edi€ts, and requiring
the gonecaoc and councils o procesd i the excenion of dhem
with the utmoft diligence™.

T5e

Even Viglius * hfitated as to the expediency of this meafirre
at the prefent junéure ; and it excited in the minds of the people
univerfal indignation and aftonifhment. Thofe hapes of deliver-
ance from their gricvances, which they had conceived from count
Egmonts journey to Spain, had, by his report of the kings dif-
pofition towards them, been raifed to.the greateft Their
difappointment now was proportionably great. They did not
blame count Egmont; for they were perfuaded that he had been
deccived ; but they detefled the duplicity and artifice of Philip anil
bis minifters.

E

Taz count had too much fenfibility not o be deeply affected on
this occafion ; and he complained bitterly that the king had ated
with 0 other defign in the ftudied kindnefs which be had fhewn
him, but to expofe him to the contempt or hatred of his country-
men, and thereby to ruin bis credit and influence?,

Tz prince of Orange was almoft the only perfor in whom
this unexpe@ed meafure created no furprife. When the new
edi was tranfmitted to him, he wrote to the regent a letter;

in which he reprefented,  That in the prefent temper of thé
people, it was impoffible for the king’s fervants to exceute the
orders impofed upon them, without involving the provinces in
acivil war.” Bt if fiill,” he added, * your highnefs be detet-
mined o have the edifls carried into immediate execution; thenl
muft defire that fome more proper perfon may be appointed in my

® Muiios Gl Aur, bty O Bipage o Sundey Wi . it
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plice, who, poffefling greater authority, may be better qualified
to fulfil your intention. _ The king is not ignorant, that, on other
occafions 1 have fpared neither my perfon nor my fortunc i his
fervice. My prefent conduct proceeds not from the want of loy=
alty or zeal, but from a perfuafion that I cannot yield the obedience
required from me, without diflionour (o myfelf, and. infinite pre-
judice to the Netherlands "

NesTuex the prince of Orange, nor the counts Egmont and
Horn, exprefled theic diffatisfaion with the prefent meafures of
government in any other way than by making remonfirances and
complaints.As it was greatly their interet, fo it appears to have
been their fincere defire, to avoid incurring the king’s difplesfure,
And they ftudied to give him every proof of fidelity that could be
reafonably expected from thofe who were members of a free fate,
and had fworn to maintain the fundamental Jaws of the confti-
tution.

TsE conduét of many of the other. nobles was not fo feru-
pulous and referved. They fet on foot, at this time, a confe-
deracy, by which they bound themfelves to fupport one aother,
in preventing the inquifition from being eftablifhed in the Nether—
lands. ‘The prime mover of this expedient was Philip de Mar-
nix, Lord of §t, Aldegonde, a nobleman highly dillinguifhed for
his eloquence, his addrefs, and his political abilities, who had the
‘merit of contributing more-than any other perfon (the prince of
Orange alone excepted) towards accomplifhing that happy revo-
lution, by which. the northern provinces were refcued from the
Spanith yoke. By his advice, and according to his direction, a
wiritiog was drawn up, termed the Compromife, which is here

7 Gen, Hi of e Nedhe
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inferted, as it marks firongly the fpirit by which the people of the
Netherlands were animated.

« WaEREAS certain malicious perfons, under the cloak of zeal
for the catholic religion, but in reality prompted by ambition;
pride, and avarice, have, by their mifreprefentations, perfuaded
our lord the king to introduce into thefe provinces that moft per-
nicious tribunal the inquifition; which is not only contrary to all
‘human and divine laws, but exceeds in cruclty the moft barbas
rous inflitutions of the moft favage tyrants in the heathen world ;
which fubje@s all autharity to that of the inquifitors, reduces
all men to a perpetual flate of miferable flavery, and by the vifi-
tations which it appoints, expofes the beft men to continual ap-
‘prehentions ; fo that if a prieft, a Spaniard, or wicked minion of
power fhall incline, he may, by means of this inflitution, a
cufe any man, however innocent, and caufe him to be imprifoned,
condemed, and put to death, without being confronted with his
aceufers, and without being allowed to bring evidence of his in-
nocence, or to fpeak in his defence: For thefe reafons we
whofe names are here fubferibed -have refolved (o provide for the
fecutity of our families, goods, and perfons and for this pur-
pofe we hereby enter into a facred leaguc with one another,
promifing with a folemn oath, o oppofe with all our power,
the introduion of the above-mentioned inquifition into_thefe
‘provinces; whether it fhall be attempted openly or fecretly, and
by whatever name it fhall be called, whether that of Inquifition,
Viftation, Commiffion, or Ediét: declaring at the fame time,
that we are far from entertaining the defign of attempting any
thing prejudicial to the intereft of our fovereign the king; but on
the contrary, that our fixed intention is, to fupport and defend his
government, to maintaia peace, and to prevent to the utmoft of our

power,
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power, all feditions, tumults, and revolts.  This agreement we

177
Boox

have fivorn 5 and we hereby promife and fivedr to maintain it for s

ever facred; and we call Almigbty God to witnefs, that neither.
in word nor deed fhall we ever weaken or countera it.

“We likewile promife and fivear, mutually to defend one
another, in all places, and on all occafions, againft every attack
that fhall be made, or profecution that fhall be raifed, againft
any individual amongfl us, ‘on acéount of his concern in this
confederscy.  And wedeclare, thit no pretence of the perfecu~
tors, who may allege rebellion, infarredtion; or any other plea,
hall exempt us from  this our oath and promife. No'action can’
doferve the name of rebellion,’ that proceeds from: oppofition:
to the iniquitons - decrees of the inquifition ;| and  therefore,
whether any of us be attacked dire@ly on account of oppof-
ing thefe decrees, or under pretence of punihing rebellion o
iifurredtion, we hereby fivear to endeavour by all lawful means to
‘procure his deliverance.

« I this and every part of our condud regarding the inquifi-
tion, our meaning s, to fubmit to, the general opinion of our
confederates, or to that of thofe who fhall be appointed by the
reft to affift s with theic counfel.

« In witnefs of this our league, we invoke the holy name of
the living God, as the fearcher of oue hearts ; humbly befeeching
him to grant us the grace of his holy fpirit, that all our enter~
prifes may be attended with fccefs, may promote the honour of .
his name, contribute to the welfare of our fouls, and advance the.
peace and true intereft of the Netherlands.”

Sucs were the terms of the compromife, which was quickly
cireulated through the pmvlm::x. nnd fubferibed by pecfons of all
Vou. L. ranks,
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ranks, whether catholics or protefants.  Books were at the fame
time multiplied, in which liberty of confcience was pleaded, the
abfirdities in the popith do@rines and worfip expofed; and hi-
deous pictures drawn of th

quifition.

Tae regent felt great ansiety with regard o the confequences
with which fo much ill-bumour and difconteat were likely to be
atended. - She had never fully eredited the reprefentations which
the prince of Orange and fome of her other counfollors had often
made to her. And fhe now complained bitterly of the fituation to
wwhich fhe was reduced by the orders fent from Spain. & For to
what purpofe was it (fhe fid) to publifh edidts, when I wanted
powwes 1o enforce their exccution 2 They. have ferved only to
increafe. the people’s audacity, and to bring my authority. into
contempt .

Tu prince of Orange, and the counts Horn and Egmont, had,
ever fince the laft republication of the edi€ts, abfented themfelves
from the council. The regent now wrote to them in the moft
urgent manner, requiring their attendarice. | They readily ¢ofn-
plied ; and the regent, afier having informed them of her defign
in calling them togethet, defired they would deliver theic opinions
without referve. The prince of Orange was among the laft who
rofe, and he fpoke as follows’ :

« WouLb to Heaven T had been fo fortunate as fo gain belicf,
when I ventured to foretel what ‘has now happened.  Defperate
reimedies'would not in that cafe bave: been firlt applied, mor per-
fons who had fallen into error been confirmed in i, by the means,

5 Bentvogto and Srads.
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employed to reclaim them. - We thould not certainly think fa
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vourably of a phyfician’s prudence, who, in the bcgmmng nf 2

difeafe, when vere likely
‘propofe the burning or cutting off the part infected.

« Tuexe are two fpecies of inquifition.  The one is exercifed
in the mame of the pope, and the other has been long pradtfed
by the bithops. ~ To the latter, men are in fome meafure recon-
ciled by the power of cuftom ; and confidering how well we are
now provided with bifhops in all the provinces, it may be rea-
fonably expe€ted that this fort will alone be found fufficient, The
former has been, and will for ever be, an objec of ablorrence,
and ought to be abolifhed without délay.

« Wit relpeét to thofe edidls which have been fo often pub-
Tithed againft the innovators ia religion, hearken not to me, but
to your own experience, which will inform you, that the perfe-
cutions to which they have given rife, have ferved only to inercafe.
and propagate the errors againt which they have been exercifed.
The Netherlands have for feveral years been a fchool, in which, if
wie have not been extremely inattentive, we may have learncd the
folly of perfecution. Men do not for notling forego the advan-
tages of life; much lefs do they expofe themfelves to torture and
death for nothing. The contempt of death and pain, exhibited by
heretics in fuffering for their religion, is caleulated to produce the
moft powerful effects on the minds of fpetators. It works on
their compaffion, it excites their. admiration of the fufferers, and
creates in them a fafpicion, that truth muft certainly ba found
where they obferve fo much conflancy. and fortitude. | Heretics
Have been treated with the fame feverity in France and England
asin the Low Countries. But has it been atended there with

a2 better
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BO.OK better flccefs? On the contrary, s there not reafon, there as well
L s here, to fay what was faid of the chriftins of old, That the
5% blood of the martyrs is the feed of the church. The emperor
Julian, the moft formidable enemy whom chriflianity cver faw,
was fully fenfible of the truth of this. Haraffing and tormenting
could only ferve, he knew, to ioflame that ardent zeal which he
wanted to extinguifh. He had recourfe therefore to the expedient
of ridicule and contempt ; and this he found to be more cffetual.
The Grecian empire was at different periods infected with herefies
of various Kinds. ZEtius taught ercors in the reign of Conflance;
Neflorius in that of Theodofius; Arius in that of Conflantine.
No fuch punifhments were infied, cither ‘on the herefiarchs
themfelves or on their difciples, as are now pradtifed in the Ne-
therlands ; and yet where are allthofc falfe opinions now, which
the firft broachers were at fo much pains to propagate? Such is
the nature of herefy, if it refts, it rufls; but he who ubs it,
whets it. Lt it be neglected and overlooked, it will foon lofe the
charm of novelty ; and with that, it will lofe the greatft part of
its atzaive power,  But they are not the examples only of hea-
thea princes which T would recommend to the regent’s imitation.
In complying with my advice, fhe will tread i the fleps of our
late glorious emperor, her father; who from experience was
convinced, that gentlemeafares were more likely to prove cffeQual
than fevere ones 3 and therefore adopted the former, i preference
o the latter, for feveral years before his refignation.

“ Tue king himfelf appeared, at a certain period, inclined to
make trial of mild expedients. But, through the influcnce of the
bihops and other ceclefiaflics, he has changed his views. Let
thefe men anfwer for their condud if they can. For my own
part, Tam entirely fatisfed that it is impofible to root out the

prefent
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prefent evils in the Netherlands by force, without fhaking the
State from its foundation. I conclude with reminding you of
what we have all heard frequently, That the proteflants in the
Low Countries have openeda correfpondence with thofe in France,
Let s beware of irritating them more than we have already done,
Ieft, by imitating the French catholics in their feverity, we, Jike
them, involve our country in the dreadful miferies of a civil
war.”

Tuns fpeech was not entirely without effedt, Tt convineed the
regent, that fhe muft cither make fome conceflions to the confede-
rates; or have recourfe to arms. She was inclined to follow the
Iatter of thefe meafures, becaufe fhe knew it would be more agree-
able to the king 5 and fhe defired count Egmont to undertake the
command of fome forces which he propofed to raife in order to
arry her defign into execution ; but the count declined accept-
ing of it, faying, That he could not fight with honour in de-
fence of the inquifition. The dutchefs found it neceffiry, there-
fore, to embrace the other alternative, and to attempt to foothe
the malcontents, by making fome abatement in the rigour of the
edidts*.

MeanwarLs the number of thofe who had acceded to the
compromife was become fo confiderable, that they thought i¢ was
now time to take fome ftep towards fulfilling heir engagements.
With this view they fet out for Bruffels, where the court refided,
and fent fome of their number to defire leave of the regent, tolay
‘before her their fentiments concerning a fubjed in which the in-
tereft of the king and their.perfonal fecurity were equally con-
cerned. The. counfellors were divided in their opinions with

regard
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regard to the anfiver proper to be made to this requeft.. Some of
them were for, scjeting, it ntterly ; others, advifed, 1o admit
two_or_three of the confederates and no.more ;. but the opinion
of thofe prevailed who thought that, at prefeaty it would be jm-
‘prudent to furnifh them with any juft ground of offence, by deny-
ing them a privilege to which every inhabitant of the Netherlands
was intitled; elpeially as they were without arms, and no danger
could be apprehended from admitting them.

Tk cntered Bruffels in the beginning of April one thoufand
five hundred and fixty-Gix, in number between three and four
‘hundred,  on horfeback... Befides count Brederode, who was de=
feended from the ancient earls of Holland, there were the counts
Colemberg and Trefemberg,  the marquis of Mons, the baron of
Montigny, and count Lewvis of Naffau, brother to the prince of
Oranges all of them perfons of confiderable influence in the pro=
vinces.

Triy went in a body, walking two by two, from the houfe of

count Colemberg to the palace, and were received there by the
segent, attended by the council of Rate.

Tuey bepan their petition with declaring, ¢ That as hitherto
they had never failed in loyalty to the king, fo they were fill as
miuch as ever detcrmined to hold faft their allegiance. They were
fenfible that their prefent condut might be miftonfirued ; buc
they chofe rather to expofe themfelves to this rifk, than not in-
form the regent of what they were convineed as of the higheft
confequence 1o the. intereft both of the kig, and the proinces.
“The folicitude which the king had difcovered. to preferve religion
pure in the Netherlands, defervedsthe Tigheft-praife but expe-
Tience had fhewn, that the remedies employed for this purpofe

9 contributed
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contributed only o increafe the difeafe. | They had lon flatered .90 X
themfelves with hopes, that the Statcs would have been, 3l o
fembled, to devile means more Jikely. to prove fuceelsful; but,
fince this defirable event had not. taken place,  they thought it

their duty to inform her, that if the meafures of government re-

fpecting religion were not quickly altered, they were perfuaded it

would be impoffible to prevent & general infurretion. It was

thercfore their carneft defire, that the would fend fome proper

perfons to the king, to a.cqmim him with the neceffity of foften-

ing therigour of ¢ 55 and. they intreated her to fufpead
St ‘pleafure thould be known. But if

10 regasd, they added, fall be paid to this our humble and moft

earneft prayer, we call God and the king, your highnefs, and thefe

your illufirious counfellors, to witnefs, that we have given warn-

ing of the impending danger, and hall not be accountable for the
calamities that may enfre .

To this petition the regent gave the following anfwer in Writ-  gyeror
ing?  That fhe was not invefled by the king with power to fuf- b regest
pend the exceution of the ediéts  but that fhe was not averfe from
fending fome proper perfon to Spain, where fhe would willingly
employ her good offices to procure them fatsfaction, That, in
the mead time, fhe vtould iffie orders to the inquifitors to proceed
it the exercife of their office with moderation and that, in re-
turn for her conceflions, fhe expedted that the petitioners would
fudy carefully to avoid all occafion of offence.”

Tt confederates, much diffatisied with this anfwer, infifted’
carneftly upon receiving one that was more explici \d the re-
geitt, “dreading the confequences of fending theeh away in ill-hu-

¢ Beatvoglio and Brandr.
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500K mou, ordered her feereary to. communicate to thefn the in-

firn@ions which, after confidering the matter more maturely, fhe
had refolved to tranfimit to the inquifitors,  Thefe were, that
henéeforth they thould proceed againft offenders i the article of
seligion with the utmoft gentlenefs 3 and fhodld not punifh any
of them with banifhment, imprifonment, or confifeation, unlefs
they were found guilty of feditious practices. - And thefe inftrtic<

LI
o

tions, it was added, et to remain in force tll the Kiog's plea-
fure fhould be known. ' The confederates, on the other hand,
engaged, ot to attempt to make any innovation in religious mat-
ters, but to wait patiently for the determination of the affembly
of the States ; which, they fondly fattered themfelves, would be
held foon; in order to put ar end to all their grievances. ,

e AGREEABLY to her fift declarations, the regent immediately

SfHom 4. ifpatched the marquis of Mons and the baron of Montigny, to

M tay dhe peciton before the king.  And thefe two noblemen gladly

a0 Spilt | dertook the tafle affigned them ; Tittle fufpeéting cither how
fruitefs their journey was to prove, as to the intention of it, or
Tiow fatal to themfelves. For, as will appear in the fequel, Philip
did not confider them as the regent’s ambaffadors, but as perfons
who had brought her under the difagreeable necefity of clothing
them with that characler, and as the heads of a confederacy
which had been formed againft his government,

T the mean time a report was propagated in’the Netherlands,
that the regent had  confented to the. public. profeffion. of the re-
formed religion.  In the belief of this, the people threw.off the
seferve which they had hitherto maintained, and the proteflant
‘miniflers preached in many places to numerous affemblies of per-
fous, who cane tgether. in It A gelolition. © defend

themfelves
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themfelves, in cafe the inquifitors fhould atempe to nterrupt B 9,0

them.  From thiefe affemblies they foon’ palfed to open violence
againft the churches, and defpoiled them' of all their collly orna=
ments.

Tatrse outrages were firlt committed in. the province of Flan
ders; and the example of the Flemings was' quicly diffufed
throughout all the provinces. 1In a little time afteriards the fame
tumultuous fpirit appeared in the great commercial towns; in
which, from their frequent intercourfe with foreign protefants,
and from the fpirit of Tiberty that naturally grows up in large
communities, almoft the whole body of the people had embraced
the new opinions.

Iy Autwerp, the reformers indulged themfelves in the moft
wnjufifisble extravagancies. They infulted the catholics when
employed in the funtions of their religion. They broke furi-
oully into the great church, which was one of (e richeft ¢
fices in Europe, overturned the alfars, defaced the paintings,
and deftroyed all the images of e fints.

Frox the cathedral they flew with the fime ungovernable fury
10 the monafieries and convents; and there, after forcing open
the gates, and obliging the ‘monks and nuns to fly into the city
for fhelter, it appeared  that, under the cover of religious zeal,
many of the ioft abandoned of the: people had joined with the
reformers, ‘and embraced the prefent opportunity of gratifying
their rapacity. . The fame riotous (pirit appeared in’ numberlefs
other places. It fpread like a conflagration over all the provinces ;
mecting everywhere with the fame: combuflible materials, and
everywhere produsing the fame pernicious cficds.

Vor. L Bb Iy
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Tn Broffels they were overawed by the prefence of the court:
et even there, they had in fome meafure thrown off their
Wonted referve ;5 and the regent, apprehenfive that Her per-
fon was in danger, refolved to refide in Mons. This refolu-
tion gave much uncafinefs to the prince of Orange, and the
counts Egmont and Horn; who faw how much difhonour it
would refle@: on them, to have it believed that the perfon of the
princels was infecure, where they were invefled with fuch high
command, and poffefied fuch extenfive influence. They employed
every argument that could prevail upon her to alter her in-
tention. They pledged their lives and fortunes for her fafety ;
and promifed to exert their utmoft power in_ quelling thofc
diforders which were the canfe of her inquietude. At length
fhe yielded o theit intreaties, and confented Ml to remain at
Bruffels ",

Tuz feveral governors foon after fet out for their refpedtive

provinces. The prince of Orange, befides being. governor
of Holland, Zealand, Uuecht, and Burgundy, was vifcount
and governor of Antwerp. And even the popifh hiftorians ac-
Kniowledge, that, having often gone thither, he had cxerted him-
flf firenuoufly in. quicting the tmults occafioned by the fntem-
perate zeal of the reformirs. (At this time e lordered three of
the rioters to be exeouted, and fined and banifhed foveral of the
s, He again opesied the great church, and veflored the exer-
cife of the catbolic religion.

Bor finding it impofible to prevent the proteftants from iold-
ing their religious mectings, he entered into an agreement with
the perfons of gresteft  influence among them, by which
they were allowed to exercife their religion in churches within

« Benivoghio, Brande, S,
the
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the city, provided that they fhould come ogether without arms ;
that they fhould give no annoyance to the catholies ; and that
their preachers fhould refrain from all invedlives againft the efias
blithed church. And he confented that this agreement fhould re«
‘main ia force 6l he fhould know the pleafre of the king; to
whom the proteflants engaged to fubmit, or immediately to leave
the Netherlands.

Tue regent approved of every part of William's conduét on
this occafion, except his allowing the reformers to hold their
‘mectings within the town. In order to fatisfy her on this head,
he reprefented, that he had granted them this indulgence from a
conviction which expericnce had already confirmed, that by medns.
of it he could more! cafily, prevent the  pernicious effets of
their extravagance ; that when! they were under his own eye,
or that of the magiftrates, their afemblies were not near fo
numerous as formerly s their preachers were not fo ‘apt to
indulge their ‘enthufiafin, ‘of  to uf¢ indecent freedoms with
the government 3 nor ‘the people fo apt to be inflamed, a5
whea they affembled without reftrat in the open ficlds. This
meaflire, e added, was not only expedient, but neceliry.

There was no room for authority or perfuafion. The reformers
bad fhewn themfelyes unalterably determined (o fet up theit wor-
fhip within the city, whether he had, permited, them or pat.
Their alemblies in the country bad generally smounted to twenty=
four or twenty-fise thoufand. Even in the town they wese
feldom lefs than, ten thoufand. = He had no .army. to  reduce
fo great & number to obedience ; and not  fingle perfon among.
the catholic inhabitants conld be perfuaded to take/up arms again(k
them,
* Bondr, Van Mo, 5.,
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ApTER quicting the diftarbances in Antwerp, the prince fet
out for the proinces of Holland and Zealand, where lis pré-
fence was'equally neceffary. There too, ‘as'in Antwerp, he em:
ployedall his power and influchce ;  and did miore towards quel<
ling the tumultuous fpirit of the reformers, than any other per-
fon could have done, without.an armed, force o overawe them.
He perfuaded them to reflore the churches which they had
ufurped ; and; except in one or two places, they were fatisfied
with the liberty which the regent was willing to allow, of hold-
ing their aflamblies for religious worthip in the fuburbs of the
towns, or in the country

Counr Egmont, yas no, lefs adive in his department.  From
‘atural temper, s well as from; political- principles, m0 man
ywas more averfe, o harfhnefs’ and : feverity ; yet being firongly
prompted on  this, occafion by his defire of ‘gratifying: the king,
he was at the, utmoft pains o difeover the rioters, and punifhed
many of them with rigour. He, reflored the priefls to. their
fun@tians, -opened the_ churches which ihad been fhut, aad re=
duced all the _protefiants within_ his government, to. the ne:
ceffity of acquicling in the conditions which, the regeat had pre-
feribed. i

Cour Horn likewife aqted with uncommon fpirit and vigour
in the city of Tournay; where ‘the diforders had rifen to 3 greater
height than in other places.” The inhabitants'of hat city, 'to the
umber of fi% thoufand; having taken dtins, and Taid fiege to the
garrifon, they foon redsced it to fuich’ extrémity; a8 obliged  the
commander to inforim the regent; thit i fhe did ot fénd i im-
mediate relicf, ‘e could not hold out longer than onc day.  She
had not troops fafficient to oppofe {0 great a force; nor was therc

any
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any other expedient in her power, by which fhe could pre-
forve the ganifn from fursendering, but that of fending
mun; Horn, their governor’s ™ brother, 1o intercede with the
ints, The count forced his way, at the hazard of his life,
into {he mid® of them; and with great addrefs perfuaded them
not enly to defift from the blockade, but to lay down their arms,
0 yield up he cliurches which they had ftrped, and to reft furit-
fied with certain places of worfhip which he affigned them with-
out the city %

Frox this reprefentation of the condut of the prince of Orange
and the counts Hora dnd Egmont, they had very litdle reafor, it b
ould feem, 6 dread the king's difpleafure.  For they were
ot lefs aQive, nor 1efs fuccefsful than the other governors’, with
~ihiom Philip is fid 0 have eén ehtirely farisfied.  But the dif-
approbation which they had diftovered of his meafures of govern-
ment fome’ years' beforé; the objeftions which they had urged
againft his etaining the Spanifh forees in the Low Countries; the
neceffity.to which they had reduced him, of remioving Granville ;
their. frequenit remonfirarices in the council againft-the inquifitiont
and edidts; and the attachment which they had ever thewn to,the
liberty and conflitutional privileges of the provinces : all thefe
caufes had alienated him entirely from them, and had begotten,
in bis dark seveageful mind, a degree of hatred and refent-
‘ment, which neither time, repentance, nor faithful fervices, could
enafe.

Titnse noblemen hed been difappointed of the private, as welk
25 public advantages which they expeéled to derive from the re~
» The o s Mgy, 3¢ s tme i S * B, Meteen, s

7 The Counts Aremberg and Megers
moval
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moval 6f Granville. Viglius and count Barlaimont were equally
their enemics a8 the cardinal, and equally difpofed to put malicious
interpretations on their conduét In thefe they were powerfully
feconded by Granville; who, fome time afer his leaving the Ne-
therlands, had been called to Madrid, where he enjoyed his
wonted influence, This he did not fail to employ againft his
enemies ia the Netherlands; and he found. it cafy to perluade
the king, that in fecret they had been abettors’of all the dif-
curbances which had avifen. Philip was therefore fired with
indignation againft them, and refolved fooner or later to make
them feel the weight of his relentment. At prefent, however, he
thought it neceffary to coneeal his fentiments ; and in his anfiver
to the account of the Jate tranfaiions tranfmitied to him by, the
regent, he exprelled his gratitude for the zeal that had been dif-
covered in his fervice, and exhorted her, and the governors of the
provinces, to continue their endeavonrs o allay the tumults in the
beft manner which the prefent circumflances would permit.

Wers this anfwer he fent. money, and an order for raifing a
body of catholic troops, upon whote fidelity he could depend:for
an abfolute compliance with his will. f

Tue regent was not remifs in executing this order. ey
‘mediately levied a body of cavalry, and five regiments of infantry ;
of which fhe gave the command to the counts Erbeftain, Charles
of Mansfelt, Reuls, Baron Schomberg, and the Sieur de Hierges,
{on of Count Barlimont.

Ta prince of Orange and the counts Horn and Egmont could
eafily difcern the defign of this armament; and they declared
their difapprobation of it in the council, as a meafure calculated to
rekindle the flames of difeord and fedition.

‘THEY
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Tugy were at the fame time informed by letters from the mar-
quis of Mons, and the baren of Montigny, that whatever public
anfwer had been fent from the court of Spain to the dutchefs of

Parma, it was known to every perfon at Madrid, that the king g

was highly offcnded at the conceffions which they had made
lately to the proteflants. 'That they were confidered as fomenters
of the tumults, and encouragers of herefy. That the king and
‘his miniflers talked now more explicitly than they had hitherto
done. The compromife had no other name given it but that
of a confpiracy ; and the popular infurre@tions were never men-
tioned but as an open rebelfion. There was no Tonger any room
o doubt tha the King, by the advice of Granville and Alva, was
‘determined to wreck his refentment on all concerned, and par-
tieularly on them, whom he confidered as the moft guilty.
And slthough at firft domeflic forces only were to be em-
ployed, yet their operations would foon be feconded by thofe of
Spain..

Tur prince "of Orange had feveral times defired leave
of the regent to refign his employments;  alleging, that it
‘was impofible for him: at once to difcharge his duty to his coun-
try; and to fatisfy the king. The regent had ‘as often refufed
1o confent to Tiis requeft’; and had accompanied her refufal with
exprefiions of high regard, and with intreaties that he would not
forfuke her at a time when his affiance was more than ever ne-
eeffary. On the prefent occafion he made the fime application
1o the king, who gave him the fame anfwer, and employed the
fame expreffions of regard and confidence”.

# Benvoglio, Seeth leer sanesed to Wiliam's Apeogy..

2 Bun
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Bur the prince had received intelligence of Phili
council

s mofl feeret
5 and knew that his real fentiments were entircly differ-
ent from thofe which he profelled. Through a correlpondence
swhich he held in France, he had procured a copy of a leter.to
the regent, from Alava the Spanifh minifler at Paris, which con-
firmed the information that bad been, tranfnitied by the marquis
of Mons and the baron of Montigny. ~In this letter, Alava part
cularly infifted on the prefent favourable opportunity of efta-
Blifhing in the Low Countries that unlimited authority which the
King had long o earnelly defired. He advifed the regent, as
matters were not yet ripe for execution, to mect the fmooth
faces of Orange, Horn, and Egmont, with the fame artifice
which they had employed; and concluded with - informing
her, that the king, who knew them to be fomenters of all the
difturbances which had happened, would foon pay them the
wages of their iniquity; aod had fworn to punifh sbew and the
other inkiabitants of the Netherlands in the moft cxemplary man=
ner'.

Tuss letier the prince of Orange communicated to his brother
count Lewis, and to,the couats Egmont, Horn, Hoogflraten, and
feveral others of the nobility; who met together at Dendremonde,
to deliberate concerning the meafires which it would be proper
to purfue. Count Lewis, who was naturally bold and ardent,
urged that they fhould immediately incite the people to take up
arms ;. but his brother the prince of Orange difapproved of this
propofal, and obferved, that if they fhould begin to wage war

1T solaing worlsof e e 1, < i 3 i, e Wil ks b e
ret of Lisdomic

= of sl Chrflendom tinge, eren thosgh it Bosld put in danger a
4 nons. Brandt, 416. Reidanas, p. 3. Meteren, tb. .

in
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in the prefent fituation of affairs, they would neither be able to
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BOooK
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carry it on with fuccefs, nor to juftify their condu in under= —r—

taking it. ‘That the inquifition and edits were in cffect abos
lithed 5 and a reafonable liberty allowed in matters of religion,
That, confidering the tumuls which had been excited, the regent
could not be greatly blamed for raifing forces; elpecially fince
fhe hyd levied none but fich as were natives of the Netherlands.
At prefent they could not allege any good reafon for having re-
courfe to arms; but he believed that ere long the bet and
ftrongeft realons would not be wanting. And in the mean
time his advice was, not only to be on their guard themfelves,
but likewife to awaken in the people a fenfe of the danger with
which they were threatened, that they might be. prepared for
entering upon ation whea the proper feafon fhould arrive.

Hap Count Egmont been of the fame opinion with the
prince of Orange on this occafion, it s ot to be doubted that all
who were prefent would have concurred in the meafures which
he advifed; and confidering the greatnefs of their power and
‘popularity, they might have induced the king to drop his plan,
by making him fenfible of the difficulty of carrying it into exc.
cution.

BUT they were all exceedingly difippoiated when they heard
Count Egmont declare, “ That far from taking part in'any mea-
fore that might be offenfive 1 the king, he looked upon every
fuch meafure as cqually imprudent and undutiful. That from
the enormities which had been commilted, the king had fome rea-
fon 1o entertain fufpicions of their vigilance. ‘That, for his own
patty he was refolved, if pofible, to'wipe out thefe fufpicions, by

Vot. I. Ce exerting.
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390K exerting himfelf firenuoufly to reduce the people to a flate of
E L perfe@t tranquillity and obedience; which if he and the other
1597 governors could accomplifh in their refpedtive provinces, he be-
Jieved they fhould hear no more of the Spanifh forces s for, afier
what the king had repeatedly told him whe in Spain, he could
not regard what he had heard of his intention to rob the Nether-

Jands of theie liberty.”

T prince of Orange and the other difcontented lords fpent
feveral hours in attempting to bring him over to their opinion,
Butin vain. Although, as is above related, the count had re-
ceived fuficient proof of Philip's infincerity in his difcourfe with
him at Madrid, et the concern which he had appeared to take in
the intereft of his family, joined to his profeffions of perfonal
attachment, had impofed upon him fo far as to prevent him from
percciving the danger to which he was expofed”.

eniy  TaUs difippointed of the affiftance of a perfon: of o great in=
:‘“‘"‘"ﬂ:“:‘ fluence, the other lords faw that nothing remained for them, but
" 1o conciliate Philips favour, by an adtive concurrence with the
regent in the meafures which fhe was about to employ for the
perfec fettlement of the country.
Hee facees A GrEAT deal had been already done for this end by the go-
n rpiog yernors of the provinces 3 but matters were not yet entirely upon
the footing on which the regent defired to have them placed, The
zeal of the reformers burnt with too much violence to be re-
Rrained by the authority of the magifirates, and Ml continued
to difcover itlf in the moft unjnftifisble irregularitics;  par-
* ticularly in the city of Valenciennes, where the common people
hiad almoft wniverfilly embraced the reformation, The frength
 Beioglo
and
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and populoufhels of that city, its neighbourhood to France, and
the correfpondence which the people held with the proteftants in
that kingdom, were powerful motives with the regent for defiring
{0 have a gatrifon placed in it, compofed of thofe troops which had
been lately raifed. She wifhed to have had thém admitted with the
confent of the inhabitants ; but finding that it could not be obtain=
ed, fhe declared them rebels to the king, and ordered the lord
of Noircharmes to befiege the town. The citizens feemed at
fieft relolved to defend themfelves ;* but when they faw the bat-
teries ready to play, their courage failed, and they furren~
dered the city at diferction. Noircharmes no fooner. entered i
than he ordered the governor and his fon, the proteftant minifters,
and foveral of the inhabitants who had been the moft active in
the late difturbances, to be put to death after which, having
prohibited the public exercife of the reformed religion, he left a
firong garrifon in the place, under the command of a rigid ca-
tholic,

T fuceefs o the regent’s arms filled the protefants with terrot,
and infpired the catholics with frefh courage and refolution.  She.
was not lefs fuceelsful in Tournay, Bois le Duc, and many other.
places.  She even perfuaded the city of Antwerp to receive a gar-
rifon, by means of which the catholic. party acquired fo, great
authority, and the reformers, were fo much intimidated, that,
‘without oppofition, fhe banifhed all the proteftant preachers, and
abolifhed the exercife of their religion .

. Count Brederode and fome others of the confederated lords
had recourfe at this time to their firft expedient of a petition or
 Banivogio, p. g7

Cea remonflrance.

VYVA.BHSC

500
i,

]
T

" Cosnt Bredes



196 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

50K remonfirance: - But nelther the regent nor the confederates were
i .
M, powin the fame fituation as formerly,  She had no longer any
o

reafon to be afraid of them, fince fhe was fo well provided with
an armed force; and many of them having before this time be-
come fenfible of their weaknefs, had ftudied to convince her that
they were now entirely devoted to her fervice,

Coun Brederode defired to be admitted into her prefence,
but this. the refufed; and vouchfafed no other anfwer to his petie
tion, but “ That he, and thofe who concurred with him, had
wrelled her conceffions into a fenfe which fhe had never
meant; and, by encouraging riots and twmults, had broken
their agreement with her, and thereby forfeited their
complain ¢

Fron this anfiver Brederode perceived there was no other re-
fource left him but force of arms. Refolved to try his fortune in
this way, he went immediately into Holland, and having dawn
together a body of troops, he fortificd himIf in the town of
Vianen. But the counts Aremberg and Megen coming fuddenly
upon him, e was foon reduced to the neceffity of retiring into
Germany. He returned to the Low-Countrics in the year follow-
ing, and died i the town of Harnhoff". He was a perfon much-
sefpe@ied by the protefiants, but appears to have poffefled more
seal than capacity, and to have been in no refpeét qualified to be
the leader of a party. =

Arren Count Brederode was expelled, the reformers had no-
where courage o lift their heads. The florm which had raged
with fo much fury was fucceeded by a perfect calm. The churches

4 Brande and Bensvoglio. * Brande.

2 were
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were repaired, the altars reflored, the images replaced, and the
magiflrates refpected and obeyed, in the fame manner as before the
difturbances began ; while the difcontented lords feemed now to
have no other ambition, but to furpafs one another in giving
proofs of their attachment to the regent, and of their zeal in.
the fervice of the church and of the king .

* Beativoglo, p. 5.
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VW HILE the dutchet of Parma was s fseeituly eme
Ployed in guicting the difturbances in the Netherlands,
Philip was only deliberating on the fubje@t. The regent had
Joined with the confederated lords in reprefenting, that his pre-
{fence would prove the moft effe@tual remedy for the evils which-
prevailed ; and this was the opinion t0o. of fome of his Spanifl
minifters. He had long talked as if he intended to comply with:
their counfel.  He had even given orders for preparing fhips for
Jis voyage, and al Europe was in expeclations of s taking plice.
But if he was ever ferious in propofing it, he was eally induced
to alter his intention, by the drcad of thofe inconveniencies or
dangers with which he apprehended it might be accompanicd,
Thefe inconveniencies and dangers would have been difrepardad
by the late emperor; who undertook a journey to the Nether-

1 lands,
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BOOK lands, and put himfif in the power of Francis, his rival and an-
——~ tagonift, in order to quell an‘infurre@ion in the city of Ghent.
But Philip had neither the fame perfonal courage and adtvity as
Charlés; nor that degeee of affe@tion for fiis fubje@s in the Low-
Countries, which was neceffary to make him expofe himfelf o
danger on their account; and through his whole reign he chofe
sather to iffue forth orders from his cabinet, than to excete his
{chemes in perfon.

putprie | HAVING therefore réfolved not (0 go to the Netherlands him-
e, it remained for him © deccrmine, whether he thould fead
4R dhither an amy, <o compel the people to fubmit o i will, aad
“ to punifh them for theit difbbedience; or fhould lilen to theis re-
monftrances and complaints. His counfellors. differed widely in

their opinions from cach other. ‘The duke of Feria and the prince

of Evoli advifed him to abolifh the inquifition and edidts, and to

make trial of gentler and more indulgent methods of dealing with

ic reformers; fince he had fufficiently expericnced that fevere

ones were not likely to'be attended with fuccels. But the duke

of Alva, on the oticr hand; and cardinal Granvelle, reprefented,

that nothing but too much lenity in the treatment of the heretics

in the Low Countrics had been the caufe of that infolence, and

thofe enormities, in which they had difcovered an equal contempt

Gfthe true religion and of the royal authority.  This was not the

proper feafon, they alleged, for the exercife of clemency. The

ing had too long received laws from the Netherlands, inflead of

giving them, The people in thefe provinces had long and loudly

boalled of their privileges. If they were not fpeedily chaflied

for their infoleiice and prefiimption, they would erc long difpute

* Beniivogio, amn. 1567, Herira, b, ix.
the
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the King's having any right to command them, and form them-
felves into an independent ftate, in oppofition to bin, as the Swifs
Cantons had done formerly in oppofition to his German anceftors ;
o, which was ftll more likely, the prince of Orange, and the
counts Egmont and Horn, would, under the pretence of defending
the liberties of the people; reduce them under their own power,
and divide the feveral provinces as a prey among themfelves. Be-
fides, what happicr opportunity, faid Alva, can be wifhied for than
the prefent, for introducing an army into the Low Countrics, in
order to eftablifh the royal authority there on the fame delirable
Footing as in Spain and lialy "7

No atguments could be better fuited to the temper and
inclinations of the king; and accordingly, without further
hefitation, be refolved to fend to the Netherlands a firong and
well difeiplined army, under the command of the duke of Alva,
whom, from long. cxpericnce, he knew to be qualified in every
reffpe@ for cxccuting the plan of tyranny and oppreffion which
he was determined to pusfuc.

Tn the mean time the dutchefs of Parma had reduced the af-
fairs of the Low Countries into the fituation which is above de-
feribed. She feat fpeedy information to the King of the fuccefs
with which her cndeavours had been accompanied ; and repre-
fented to him, that there was not now thé lealt occafion for the
army which he had begun to prepare, fince the tumults were al-
Tayed, the rioters punifhed, the heretis filenced, the church rein=
flated in its wonted adthority, garrifons put into fufpe@led places,
and the whole country fettled in a flate of perfect order and tran-
quillity.

¥ Beatrogio.

Vor.I Dd Hap
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BOOX  Hap Philip been in reality influenced by the motives which he
s pretended, he would, on receiving this intelligence, have counter-
s, manded the orders which he had iffued for the mach of the
troops.  But in ifluing thefe orders it is impoflible to belicve,
that he was prompted cither by zeal for religion, or concera for
the welfare of his Flemifh fubje@ts; but pactly by the ambition of
efablifhing among them a defpotic government on the ruins of
their ancicat conftitution, (a meafure which the diftance of the
Netherlands from his feat of empire muft have rendered particu=
larly defirable to a prince of fo imperious a temper) and partly by
an implacable refentment agaioft the prince of Orange and the
other lords, who had difovered a jealoufy of his defigns.
RecaRbLEss, therefore, of the change which the affairs in
the Netherlands had lately undergone, Philip prefifted in his pur-
pofe. The duke of Alva went by fea for Italy, and thence,
after having afembled the feveral bodies of. troops which were
cantoned there, amounting to eight thoufand foot and one thou=
fand five hundred horfe, he direéted his march towards the Lowa
Countries, firft through. the territories of the duke of Savoy, and
then through Burgundy and Lorrain, His army was augmented
on its march, by the addition of three hundred Burgundian ca-
valry, and four thoufand German foot, and foon reached the pro-
vince of Luxemburg, without meeting with any moleflation by
the way. After putting garifons in fome of the frontier towns,
he fet out for Bruffels, where he arrived in the month of Auguft
one thoufand five hundred and fisty-feven .
ML His anival fpread great conflernation and aflonifhment over
bytiearivil o)l the provinces. Many thoufand perfons had before this time
L © Honer, b i <. 30

lefe
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left the Netherlands ; smong whom was the prince of Orange,
who, having long forefeen the impending florm, had with-
drawn with his family and friends to his county of Naffau in
Germany. He knew well how inveterate thofe prejudices were,
which the king had for feveral years entertained againft him ;
and could ot account for his fending to the Low-Countries fo
formidable an army, commanded by a man fo tyrannical as Alva,
without fuppofing that he was determined o rule the people with
arod of iron; and, at the fame time, to wreck his vengeance
wpon him, and all fuch of the nobility as had ventured to difputc.
his will.

Tue prince would gladly have prevailed upon count Egmont
to accompany him, and endeavoured to open his eyes to the ap-
proaching danger. He repeated the evidence which he had for-
merly laid before him of the king's intentions, and he reminded
him of the imperious charadter of Alva; who, from being
their enemy and_rival, was become their mafler, and would not
fal to employ. bis power to. accomplifh their ruin. But count
Egmont was the futher of a numerous family, which he could
not fupport with dignity in any other country but the Nether-
Tands. Conféious t00 of his fdelity, and of the important fer-
vices which he had performed to the king, he could not be
‘perfuaded that Philip was infincere in the profeffions of friendfhip
which he had made to him in Spaia; nor could he believe that
he would indulge his refentment any farther, than to punifh thofe
who had been concerned in the late diforders,

Tz prince of Orange finding the count inflexible, left him,
with thefe words:  You are the bridge, count Egmont, by which
the duke of Alva will pafs ino the Netherlands, and he will no

fooner
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fooner pafs it, than he will break it down. You will repent of
defpifing the warning which I have given you, but I dread that
your repentance will be too late.”

T the interval betévee the departure of the prince of Orange
in April one thoufand five hundred and fixty-feven, and the arri-
Yal of the duke of Alva in the month of Auguft following, count
Fginont perceived his importance much diminifhed; but he re-
folved to fubmit to his prefent difagreeable fituation, and even
humbled himfelf fo far as to reccive and welcome Alva in the
province of Luxemburg, where he' made him a prefent of two
fine horfes, as a mark of his defire to live with him on amicable
terms.  Alva reccived this prefent with the haughtinefs that was
natural to him 5 but in all his bebaviour towards the count, he
giffembled. bis intention, till he was prepared to put it in ex-
ecution..

One of his firlt a&s after his arrival at Bruffels was, to caft both
count Egmont and count Horn into prifon. As the deed itfelf
was tyrannical, fo the manne of it was infidious, Count Egmont
‘aving been firftdeceived himfelf, was employed to draw count Horn
into the foare®. When Alva found that their apprehenfions were
Isid afleep, he defired one day that they would come to his houfe;
to give him their opinion with regard to a citadel which he pro-
po[zd to build in Antwerp ; and after (he bufinefs for which they
had beea called was over, they were carried on differeat pretences
into feparate apartments, count Egmont by Alva himfelf, and
count Horn by b fon Frederic de Toledo. * Count Egmont,”
fid Alva, * deliver your fword ; it is the will of the king that
you give it up, and go to prifon.” 'The count, aftonifhed at this

st poug
unexpedted
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snexpefed declaration, would have attempted to efeape 3 but ob-
ferving himfelf immediately furrounded by Alva's guards, he de-
Tivered his fivord, faying, % By this fword the caufe of the king
‘as-been oftener than once fuccefsfully defended ©”  Both he and
count Horn protefted, that, as knights of the Golden Fleece,
could be judged only by theit peers, and imprifoned only by
authority. But no regard was paid to this proteflation. They.
were hurriedaway to prifon, in a place at a diflance from Bruflels,
and out of the confincs of the province where they refided 5 i
~iolation of a ficred privilege, which, by a fundamental law, be-
longed even to the lowelt of the people’s

TwrheioENCE of thisevent (which was immediately followed
by the imprifonment of count Egmont’s feeretary, the lord of
Bickerzel, and feveral other perfons of diftinction) was foon con-
~eyed to the remoteft corners of the Netherlands, and filled the
minds of the catholics as well as proteftants with the moft dif-
quicting apprehenfions. It was no fecurity, they faw, againft the
King's refentmeat, to have adhered o thie profeffion of the catholic
faith, not even to have been adtive in oppofing the reformers.
None were confeious of fo much merit of this kind, and none had
Giftinguithed themfelves fo highly in the fervice of the king, as
ihofe fllaftrious perfons who were now devoted to deftruction.
Men thercfore of all ranks were greatly alarmed, and began to aban-
don their habitations; and it was computed that, at this time, and a
Title before Alva’s arrivaly more than a hundred thonfand perfons
fled fto foreign parts. Great numbers of thele were the moft
induftrious of the people; who transfersed their knowledge of arts
and manufadtures into the countries which gave them refuge ;

© Suads, po 3t  Grotts aad Besiroglo.
and.
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and thereby enriched the dominions of Philip’s enemies whillt
they impoverifhed his own %

Tz imprifonment of the counts Horn and Egmont was mat-
ter of furprife to no perfon fo much as to the regent. - Philip had
affured her, that although he had conferred on Alva the command
of the army, yet the authority of the regent was fill to remain in
her hands; and the royal commiffion which Alva produced on
‘his firft arrival, was agreeable to this declaration.  But fhe could
not perfiade herfelf that the duke would have prefumed to make
fo violent an encroachment on her prerogative, by the imprifon-
ment of two of the firft perfons in the fRate, unlefs he had been
invelied with an authority much fuperior to that of which the had
been informed. The king had not been ingenuous, fhe fufpedled,
in his conduc towards her, and had conferred powers on Alva by
which her authority as regent was impaired. ~This fhe confidered
a8 2 proof that Philip had liftened to the calumaies of her ene-
mies, and did not repofe in her that truft and confidence which
{he was confcious her zeal to promote his intereft had deferved.
She judged:that it would be derogatory to her honour, to remain
any longer in the Netherlands; and immediately applied for li=
berty to reire, Afier repeated folicitations, fhe at length obtained
permifion, and left Brufles in the beginning of the year one
thoufand five hundred and fixty-cight, much regretted by all the
inhabitants of the Low Countries, and particularly by the pro-
teflants, to whom her adminifiration appeared mild and gentle,
when they compared it with that which they had reafon to cx-
e under their prefent government s

€ Van Meteren, p. So. » Bentiroglio snd Susds,
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ApTeR the departure of the dutchefs of Parma, the authority - 3 0,0 %
of regeat remained eatire in the hands of Alva; and by the foyal \—
mandate, which he publithed, it appeared; that Philip had a1 aio-
vefted him with higher powers than had ever been beflowed on ™"
any former governor. They were much higher than as fovereign

of the Low-Countrics he had a right t beflow, and were uc~
terly fubverfive of all the laws and privileges which at his in-
auguration he had folemnly fworn to maintain. But before this
time he had had recourfe to that method of juftifying iniquity, of
which the votaries of the Romifh church have fo often availed
themfelves; he had obtained from the pope a difpenfation from:
his oath, and o longer difguiled his inteation to eflablifh a defpo~

tic government in the Netherlands, on the ruins of the ancient
conflitution.  Befides the abfolute command of the army, Alva'e
commiffion bore, that the king had conferred upon him the pre-
fidency of the three councils of flate, of juftice, and the financs;.
with full power to punifh or to pardon crimes of every fort,

as he fhould judge to.be expedient.

HE began his adminiftration with publifhing a declaration, that
2 month fhould be allowed to the reformers for preparing to leave

. the country, without receiving during that fpice any trouble or mo-
Jeflation; and at the fame time he iffued fecret orders to the in-
quifitors 1o proceed immediately in the execution of their edi@ls
with the utmoft rigour,

"To affit and encotrage thefe men in the exercife of their office,
he inflituted a new council, to which he gave the name of the
Council of Tumults, swhich he appointed to take cognizance of
the late diforders, and to fearch after and punifh all thofe who
had been concerned diredly or indire@ly in promoting them.

s This

of tamlo.
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This council confifted of tsvele perfons, the greaeft part of whom
were Spaniards.  The duke was the prefident himfelf, and in his
abfence, Vargas, a Spanifh lawyer, difiinguifhed above all his
countrymen by his avarice and cruclty .

ONE of the firt deeds of this tribunal, which might well be
called, as the Flemings termed it, the Couneil of Blood, was to
declare, That o have prefented, or fubferibed any petition againft
the late ere@ion of bithoprics, or againft the ediéts and inquifi-
tion, or to have permited the exercife of the new religion under
any pretence whatever ; o to infinuaté by word of mouth or writ-
ing, that the king has no right to abolifh thofe pretended pxlvlkgvs
swhich have been the fource of fo much impicty, is treafon a
the king, and jully merits the fevereft punithment he fhall bc
pleafed 1o infliét .

Tz governor had already fationed his army in fuch a manner
ashe thought would moft effectually fecure the execution of this
cruel, undiftinguifhing refolution of the council. In Antwerp he
built a citadel, and compelled the inhabitants to defray the expence
‘which this inflrument of their own flavery had coft him.

began to build citadels in other places ; and, in the mean time, he
fpread his troops over the country in fuch formidable bodics, that
the people, over whom they exercifed the moft oppreffive tyranny,
cither forfook their habitations, or gave. themfelves up to de-
fpair.  Above twenty thoufand perfons efcaped at this time fnto
France, England, and the proteflant provinces of Germany .
Great numbers were prevented from flying, and feized whilft they
were meditating flight by the cruel hand of the perfecutor.  The

§ Brandi, p. 265, 365, 8. Van Metren, b, i
* Van Metren, i i, pe 66 + Braads and Beativoglon
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innocent were overwhelmed with horror at. the fight of the 300K
dreadful punifhments inflicted on the guilty; and lamented that ‘—~—I
this once flourifhing country, fo_ much diflinguithed for the
mildnefs of its government and the happinefs of its people,
fhould now prefent no other obje to view, but confifeations, im~
prifonments, and blood =,

THErs was no di
Perfons in their carli

@ion made of age, fex, or condition.
1 youth; perfons worn out, and ready to
fink under the infirmities of age; perfons of the higheft rank,
a well s the loweft of the people, on the fighteft evidence, and
fometimes even on bare fufpicion, were alike facrificd to the ra-
pacity and cruelty of the governor and his affociates.

ALTHOUGH in the fpace of a few months upwards of eifhteen Crcyof
hundred perfons fuffered by the hand of the exccutioner; yet Zea.
the duke of Alva's thirft of blodd was ot futiated. = Prifoners

were not brought in fo ful, nor feized in fuch confiderable
numbers, as he defired. The time of Carnival was approache

ing, when he expected that he fhould find the reformers off

their guard. They would then leave their flulking-placcs, e
fuppofed, and vifit their familics, while the catholics were im-

merfed i mirth and diffipation. On this occafion his Dldicrs,
accompanicd by the inquifitors, like fo many wolses, were let

loofe. among the proteftants; who were feized in the middle

of the night in their beds, and from thence dragged 1o prifons

and dungeons.

Mant who ad been only. once prefat at the protetent
affemblics, even although they declared their faith in the ca-
tholic religion to be firm and unfhaken, were hanged o

» Benivoglio, p.
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drownied ; while thofe who profefled themfelves to be proteflants,
o refufed to abjure their religion, were put to the rack, in Grder
to make them difcover their affociates s they were then dragged
by horfes to the place of execution, and their bodies being com-
mitted to the flames, their fufferings were prolonged with inge~
nious cruelty.

To prevent them from bearing tellimeny, in the midft of their
torments, to the truth of their profeffion,  their exceutianers
were siot fatisfied with barely confining their tongues; they
fift feorched them with a glowing iron, and then ferewed thiem
into a machine, contrived on purpofe to produce the moft ex-
cruciating pain’s

Tr is thocking to recount the numberles inflances of inhuman
eruclty perpetrated by Alya and his alociates, efpecially whea we
confider that the unhappy vi@tims were not thofe hardened wretches,
“who, by daring and bloody deeds, are guilty of violating the laws of
nature and humanity, but were generally perfons of the moft in-
offenfive charaers; who, having imbibed the new opinions in
seligion, had teo much probity to difguile their fentimeats; or,
2t the worlt, had been betrayed into_indiferetions: by, their zeal
Sor propagating truths, which they believed 1o be of the kigheft
importance to the glory of God and the happinefs of men.

Avva. communicated a_ great. fhare of his favage fpirit to
the inferiour magifirates 5 who knew that they could not recom-
mend themfclves more effectually either to the king or to the go-
~ernor, than by the exercife of rigour and feverity. Several of
them, howeser, whofe humanity prevailed over the confider-
ations' of fafety and intereft, were induced to’ give the prote-
fants Gracly warsing to withdraw. Even the members of

+ Brande d VanMeteies, P, 69,
the
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the bloody council began (o feel theie hearts zevolt again® the 19,0
reterated inflances of cruelty, to which their finction was fe- oo,
quired.  Some of them applied for difniffion; others had
the courage to abfeat themfelves; and out of the twelve, of
which the council was compofed, there were feldom above three
or four prefent .

ARouT this time i it of Anterp, whote bhavios o
from the beginning of Alva’s adminifiration hid been extremely Zn
Oblequious, thought they might venture to interpofe in fevour of
certain citizens whorn the inquifitors had imptifoned.  Their pe-
fition was conceived in e Humbleft terms; and they repre-
fented, that although the perfons for whom they pleaded, had
been prefent two or three times in the protefant aflemblics, yet
it was only curiofity that led them thither; they were flill
true fons of the church, and fithful fubjeds to the king ; and
they had remained in the country tll the time of their imprifon-
shent, on fhie fuith of the declaration which the governor had
smade, hat they ould i receive any difturbasce on account of
what lad palfd, it expiration of  month afer bis arival in
the Netherlands.

To this petition Alva haughtily replied, That he was amazed
at their folly in prefuming to apply to him in behalf of heretics
and they fhould have reafon, he added, to repent bitterly of their
condut, if they did not a@ more prudently in future; for

* T e o e s wih oy Fibete e fubteribed enly
by twoor three; 4 hat, for e, sgant s o o At S b
by Vargs aed o ot !xn{pldnﬂ the ko 1 e moni, At
ihi, b 1 the fsehen wa Gl b ke sl b prelue s s e
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they might ret affured, that he would hang them all, for an
example to deter others from the like prefumption .

NoTwiTHSTANDING this, fome of the catholic nobility, and
Viglius, who had formerly concutred in all the arbitrary meafures
of Granville, but whofe heart melted at the prefent mifery
of his countrymen, had the courage to remonftrate to the King
againft the governor’s barbarity. Even the pope exhorted him to
greater moderation. - Philip, however, refufed to countermand the
orders which he bad given, till he fhould hear from Vargas;
who advifed him to perfevere in the plan which he had adopted,
affured him of its fuccefs, and at the fame time flattered him
with the hopes of an inexhauflible fund of wealth that would
arife from confifcation.  Vargas being feconded by the inquifitors
‘at Madrid, Philip lent a deaf car to the remonfirance which had
been made to him, and the perfecations were continued with
the fame unrelenting fary as before *.

Tue people of the Netherlands were confirmed in. their
defpair of obtaining mercy from Philip, by the accounts tranf-
mitted to them at this time from Spain, of his crul treatment
oFhis fon Don Carlos.  Various relations are given of that tra-
gical and myfterious affair by the contemporary hiftorians; bur
the following appears the moft confient and probable. This
young prince had from his carlieft youth been noted for the
impetuofity and violence of his temper; and though he never
gave reafon to think favourably of his underflanding, or his capa-
ity for government, he had difeovered the moft intemperate am-
bition to be adumitted by his father to a fhure in the aduminifira-
tion of his dominions.  Philip, whether from jealoufy or a con-

» Bandt, pu 2650 o Baandt. Thusass, ¢, ¥l p-o.
‘ vidtion
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vition of his fon's uafitnefs for any important truft, refufed to
gratify his ambition, and behaved towards him with diftance
and referve ; while he gave all his confidence (o the duke of
Alva, Ruy Gomez de Sylva, and the prefident Spinofa; againft
swhom Don Carlos, partly on this account, and partly becaufe he
confidered them as fpies upon his conduc, had conceived the
moft irreconcilable averfion. In this difpofition he did not
feruple, on different occafions, to. cenfure the meafures of his
father's government, and particalarly thofe which had been
adopted in the Netherlands. He had fometimes cxprelled his
compaffion for the people there; had threatéacd the duke of
Alva, and even made an attempt upon his life, for accepting
the government; had been fufpected of holdiog fecret interviews
with the marquis of Mons and the baron de Montigny; and
had afterwards formed the defign of retiring into the Nether-
lands, with an intention o put himfelf at the head of the mal-

contents. i
O this defign intelligence was carried by fome of the courtiers
to'the King ; who, after hasing confulted with the inquifitors at
Madrid, as he ufially did in matters of great importance and
difficulty, refolved to prevent the prince from putting bis {cheme
in exccution, by depriving him of his liberty. For this purpofe he
swent into his chamber ‘in the middle of the night attended by
fome of his privy-counfellors and guards 3 and, after reproaching
‘him with his undutiful behaviour, told him that he had come to
exercife his paternal corredtion and chaflifement.  Then. having.
difmiffed all his attendants, he commanded him to be clothed in
a dark-coloured mourning drefs, and appointed guards to watch
over him, and to confine him to his chamber. The ‘high-fpirited
yous ‘prince was extremely fhocked at fuch vnworthy treat-
-menty
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BOOK ment, and prayed his father and his attendants to put an imme=
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diate end to his life. He threw himfelf headlong into the fire,
and would have put an end to his life had fie not been prevented
by the guards. During his confinement, bis defpair and anguith
rofe to a degree of frenzy. He would faft fometimes for whole
days together, then cat voracioufly, and endeavour to choke
himfelf by fwallowing his viduals without chewing. Seve-
sal princes interceded for his releafe, as did many of the
principal Spanifh nobles.  But the father was relentlefs and inex~
orable.  After fix months imprifonment, he caufed the inquifition
of Madrid to pafs fentence againft his fon, and, under the cover
of that fentence, ordered poifon to be given him, which in a
few hours put a period to his miferable life, at the age of twenty=
three .

PaiLir had, before dhis time; given a proof of the cruclty
of his difpofition; when, as’ above related, he chofe to be

prefent at_the exccution of his proteflant fubjedts in Spain.
His fingular conduc on that oceafion, and the compofure
with which he beheld the torments of the unhappy fuffer-
crs, were aferibed by fome to the power of fuperfiition; while
they wre regarded by others, as the moft convincing evidence of
the fincerity of his zeal for the true religion. But his feverity
towards his fon did not admit of any fuch interpretation. It
was confidered by all the world as a proof that his heart was dead
16 the fentiments of natural affe@ion and humanity ; and his
fubjects were every where filled withaflonifiment. Te ftruck terror
i a particular manner into the inhabitants of the Low-Countries
who fiw how vain it was to expect mercy from a prince, who

© Compare Thosnue 1. i . v, with urads, I
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Bad (o obflinately refufed to exercife it towards his own fon; 300K

whole only crime, they believed, was his attachment to them, and

o
Bis compaffion for their calamitics. i

om,

‘Turs unhappy people had no refource left but in the w Tﬂepvm(enr
‘public fpirit, and extenfiveinfluence of the prince of Orange. Soon o ies e
after the duke of Alva’s arrival in the Netherlands, William had il
been cited t6 appear before him; and a declaration had been
publifhed by Alva, in the name of the king, that in cafe of

his appearance, the utmoft lenity would be fhewn him. But

the prince was too fagacious to be caught in this fare. He
refifed 1o obey thecitation, and afigned the following reafons

for his refufal.

“THE cifation was of fuch a nature,” he fiid,  that e Mot
duke of Alva could not expea his compliance with it.
was conurary in feveral refpedts to the fundamental laws of e
Netherlands; the time allowed him to make his appearance was.
Rot what the laws preferibed ; and was o thort, that, confidering
his diftance from the place of trial, it was utterly impoffible for him
€0 appear on the day appointed.  The duke of Alva was & Judge,
e fince, asa K :

of the Golden Flecce, he could be judged only by bis peers; and, as
an inhabitant of Brabant, by his fellow-citizens. It was a breach
of his privileges to commit the power of judging him toa pér-
fon who was qualified in neither of theft refpedts 3 and when in-

- jullice was done him in the very nomination of his judge, he
had little reafon to hope for juftce in the decifion of his caufe s
efpecially when e confidered, that the duke of Alva had long
been bis perfonal enemy, and had laely, without hearing what
he had to fay in his defence, procceded on. the fuppofition of his

being,
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being guilty, and had feized violently, and fent to Spain, his fon the
count of Buren, who was purfuing bis ftudics in the univerfity
of Louvain; trufting for the fecurity of his perfon, to his
unqueftionable innocence, and the privileges of the place where
he refided.”

Ar the fame time with the prince of Orange, the earls of
Hoogfiraten and Culemberg, and feveral other noblemen, were
ited to anfwer for their conduét ; and, as foon as the fhort term
allowed to them for making their appearance was expired, Alva
pronounced fentence againft them, and confifcated their effects.
He ordered the houfe of count Culemberg in Bruffels to be pulled
down, becaufe the confederates had fometimes held their affem-
blies in it; and he -declared alt the eflates of the prince of
Orange, who (befides his principality in the kingdom of France)
‘poffefed feveral in the Low-Countrics, and fome of great extent
in Burgundy, to be forfeited to the King; a confiderable fhare of
the profits of which, if we may eredit fome hiftorians, he cither
applied to bis own ufe, or beffowed on the numerous informers
whom he employed.

Tis prince of Orange was too well acquainted with Philip's
inflexible temper, to expec that any confideration or influcnce
would prevail with him to redrefs his grievances ; yet, that he
might more clearly evince to the world the necefiy. which
he lay under of having recourfe to arms, he fent to the emperor
Maximilian, a particular account of the treatment which he him-
JeIf had recéived, and of the cruelty-which the duke of Alva was
exercifing againtt the people of the Netherlands ; and fntreated
Jim to employ his good offices in 4ir and their behalf. Maxi-

i millian,
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milian, 2 prince entirely oppofite in charadter to Philip, readily B0 X
complied with this requeft.  To give his interceflion the greater ———
weight, he made choice of his brother Charles of Aufiria for his "5
ambaffador ; and infiruted him to reprefent, that in his opinion,

and that of all the princes in Germany, the prefent condut of the

duke of Alva in the Low-Countries was no lefs impoliic than

rigid and fevere,

Pur1rssafve o this remonfsaneewas fch as from s wel- iy iy
Kknown chara@ler there was reafon to expe@t. The feverities jor "
which had been employed; he faid, had not yet been found fuffi-
cient to reprefs the pride and infolence of his Flemifh fubjects 3
and be hoped the emperor would take carc mot to permit any
txoops to be raifed againt him in Germany by the prince of
Orange and his affoiates *

So haughty an anfwer, given to.a prince of the firft rank in
Europe, who was Philip’s near relation, demonttrated that it would
be vain and ineffectual to make any farther attempt to divert him
from his purpofe. It contributed likewife to alienate Maximilian
from his intereft, and thereby faciltated the levies which were
foon afterwards made in Germany for carrying on the war.

Tire prince of Orange, who for feveral months paft ad been te et
folicited by the Flemifh exiles to take up arms, would willingly ,,;,11“,""
Tave deferred complying with their requet, in expectation of a *"""’""'y=
more convenient feafon, when Philip might be involved in war
with fome of the neighbouring nations, and have it lefs in his
power to beflow attention on the Netherlands. But the impa-

tience of the exiles to return home, the great additions which the
* R, 1556,
Vor. 1 Ff . perfecutions
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‘perfecution had made to their numbers, and his dread that Alva,
were he fuffered to praceed; would cflablifh his power on too
firm a foundation to be fhaken by any foree which could be
Drought againfk it all thefe confiderations concurred in determin=
ing hio immediately to begin bis preparations.

Ty order to raife money, he fold his jewels, plate, and furni-
ture, His brother, count John of Naffau, fupplied him with a
confiderable fam, and he received contributions from the Flemif
exiles in London, Embden, Cleves, and other places, where they
had wken fhelter.

Hs was aware how unable the inhabitants of the Nether-
lands were, to refil the arms of Spain, ulefs fupported
by fome foreign power. Philip was not, however, near fo form-
idable at this time as duriog the life of Mary Queen of Eng-
land, who knew no other law but her hufbands will, and never
ferupled to facrifice the interefts of her people to his ambition.
Flad Mary been ftill alive, and Philip in poffeffion of his former
influence over the Englifh councils, the inhabitants of the Nether-
Tands would have firuggled for their Tiberties in vain. It was for-
tunate for them, that the princefs who fat now upon the throne
of England was led, both by inclination and interct, to adopt a
fyfiem of politics entirely contrary to that of Mary, For as Eliza-
beth had cllablifhed the protefant religion in her own dominjone,
fhe had before this time fhewn herfelf determined to fupport the
proteftants of the neighbouring kingdoms. She had interefied
herfelf deeply in the civil wars of France, in favour of the Cal-
vinifls, whilft Philip gave afiffance to the oppofite party. - And
the prince of Orange had reafon to entertain the moft fanguine
hopes, that fhe would not remain an idle fpetator of what was
pafling in the Netherlands,

Hz
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He had conceived expefations likewife of obtaining fuccour
from the French proteftants; and with this view had communi-
eated all bis meafures (o their Teaders, the prince of Condé and
the admiral de Coligny. But his chief dependence was upon the
proteflan princes of Germany, whom, ever fince he left the
Netherlands,  he had firenuoufly endeavoured to. perfuade, tha
if they did not exert chemfelves with vigour, the libertics
of the Netherlands would foon be entirely fupprefied; and the
tradivg cities, with the profperity of which the intercft of the
higher provinces of Germany was infeparably connedled; would
be changed into firong holds, flled: with Spanifh troops, which
the duke of Alva, as foon as his purpofes in the Low-Countries
were aceomplifhed, would not fail to employ agaiaft the ncigh=
bouring paers.

Prompren by thefe motives, and by zeal for their religion,
the count palatine of the Rhine, the duke of Wirtemberg, the
landgrave of Helle, ‘and feveral other princes, refolved to fupport
William in Tis intended armament ;' and accordingly they fur-
nifhied him with confiderable fupplies of money, promifed hint
more, and afifled him in levying troops within their refpedtive

. tesritories.

WitiLsT the prince was employed in making levies in Cleves,
Juliers, and other countries adjoining to Brabant and Guel*
derland, his brother; count Lewis, was no lefs adlive in raifing
forces in.the more northern parts of Germany, and in'gather=
ing together the Flemifh exiles,

Count Lewis wasimuch fooner ready to take the ficld than
s brother, and he began his march in the end of April or
beginning of May. He refolved firlt to make an auempt on
i £2 * Groningen;
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Groningen; and for this purpofe he pitched his camp in fich
2 fituation, that whillt he cut off that city from all correfpond-
ence with the nei ing country, he kept i
open with his friends in Germany.

Tie duke of Alva fent count Aremberg, an officer of confi-

® derable reputation, to oppofe him ; and ordered count Megen,

governor of Guelderland and Zutplien, to march as foon as pof-
fible to count Aremberg’s afiflance, with a regiment of German
infantry that was under his command.  Upon Aremberg’s ap-
proach, Lewis drew off his army to a il more advantageous
fituation; and encamped on a rifing ground with a large mofafs
in front,

Tue Spaniards gave at this time a friking proof of that fero-
ity and infolence which they afterwards difcovered on numberlefs
occafions, during the courle of the prefent war. Having con-
ceived the moft contemptible opinion of the enemy, they were
fired with impatience to cngage, and as foon as they came in
fight demanded the fignal of batle. ~Aremberg endeavoured
{0 reftrain their ardor, by reprefenting. that the  enemy were
fo frongly pofedy and fo much fuperior in number, that it would
e impofible to attack them with fuccefs till count Megen fhould
arrive, But the Spaniards were not difpofed either to regard bis
opinion, o to refpet his authority. They reproached him with
infidelity to the king, and accufed him of cowardice and igno-
rance of the art of war, Aremberg had not fufficient firength of
mind to defpife their reproaches. Inflamed with indignation at
their unworthy treatment of him, * Let us march,” faid he, ¢ not
to conquer, but to be overcome; and not by the arms of
the enemy, but by the nature of the place. We fhall be buried in
the mud and water before we can reach the enemy; but it will

foon
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foon appear, whether T am wanting either in covrageor in fidelity 9,0 &

tothe king.?  Saying this, he gave orders toadvance,  The Spa- ‘i

niards were in the front, the Germans in the rear, and the cavalry
were diftributed in different places s the ground would permit.
Lewis rejoiced when he faw them approaching towards him. He
had placed his cavalry, under the command of his brother count
Adolphus of Nallau, on the right. On the left,- bis main army
wis covered by a hill, on which he had planted a firong band of
‘mufketeers. Behind him there was a little wood and the walls of
a convent 5 and in his front, the morafs above mentioned, which
was almoft impaffable. Yet the Spaniards entered it without he-~
fitation, and continued to_ advance il they were within reach of
the enemy's fire. They came to be fenfible of their folly when it
was 100 late. ‘Thofe who had firft entered were prevented from
returning by thofe who followed, and the farther they advanced,
they were the more expofed to the enemy’s fhot, and the more
entangled in the mud.~ When they were in this fituation Lewi
attacked them vigorouly in front, while his brother broke in upon
their flank with the cavalry. They were cut to pieces almoft
without rcfiftance. ~ Sisc hundred Spaniards were killed.  The
Germans furrendered at difcretion, and were difmiffed, after tak<
ing an oath that they would never more carry arms for the duke
of Alva.  Count Aremberg, finding 10 00m to a as general,
was abliged to content himfIf with performing the duty of a
common foldier; and he and count Adolphus ruthing furioully
againt one another, el each of them by the other’s fword.  The
Spaniards loft their artillery, baggage, and military cheft. The
battle was feareely ended when count Megen arrived, with, fo
firong a body of troops as would have been fufficient, if they
had advanced in time, to have changed the fortune of the day.
¥ But
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But they were not able alone to fice the enemy. Aud therefore
Megen found it necelfary to take helter in Groningen, where he
colleqted the feattered remains of the conquered army

THE news of this defeat affected the duke of Alva in the moft
fenfible manner. He knew of how much confequence it was to
any caufe that the firlt enterprize fhould be attended with fuceefs,
He confidered that Lewis had but juft entered the Low-Countries
when he had gained a fignal vidlory, and that the prince of
Orange was ready to begin his march with a lll more formidable
army than that of Lewis. ‘The neighbouring powers, he doubted
not, would be animated by what had happened, to grant the prince
thofe fupplies which thiey had promifed him s and the Flemings
would be lefs afraid of declaring in his favour.  On thefe accotints
he would have marched immediately into Frielland with his whole
army, in order to cut off or featter the troops under Lewis before
his brother fhould arrive. But he thought it neceflary before he
fet out, to difpatch the trial of the counts Egmont and Horn, and
fome other lords, whom at his firft coming into the Netherlands
he had thrown. into prifon, Some of his friends endeavoured to
divert him from bis purpole, by reprefenting that the prifoners
were fo many pledges in his hands for the peaceable behaviour of
their adherents; and that puting them to death would only
ferve t embitter the refentment of the people, and make them
seccive the prince of Orange with open arms.  He fill, however,
perfifted in his refolution, prompted, if we may believe fome hit-
torians, by the apprehenfion that, during his abfence the people
might take up arms, and releafe the prifoners. But, if we may
credit- others, he was influenced rather by revenge than pru~

< Betivoglo, p. 67, &6
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dence, and could no longer reflrain his fury, which vwas inflamed 3 0 0
a this i by she ot which. his aemy had flained i the late s
engagement,

I one day e ordered eighteen perfons of rank, whom the
council of tumults had pronounced guilty of fubferibing the com-
‘promife, or of prefeuting semonfirances to the dutchefs of Parma,
10 bo put to death, Such: of them as died catholics were be-
Beaded, and the reft were committed to the flatnes; | Cafembrot,
the lord of Beckerzel, count Egmonts feeretary, who “had been
condemned for figning the compromifey wias torturedin the moft
barbarous manner, to make him aceufe his friend and mafter; ‘and
‘when it appeared that his exhaufted body was ready to fink under
the torments which he fuffered, Alva, enraged that nothing had
beén extorted from him which could juflfy the condenination of
the count, gave orders that he fhould be drawn afunder by
horfes ", Hiflory fearcely furaifhes an inflance of fo cruel a pu=
nifhiment infli€ed for fo flight an offence.

Suei was the prelade to the trial of the counts Horn and Eg-
mont, which followed immediately. after what has been juft now
related. i

ArTiouGH the conduc both of Philip and the duke of
Alva, in the Netherlands, and particulatly their treatment of
thefe two noblemen, had ‘been an open violation of the laws,
yetit was thought neceflary to employ. the firce of a formal trial
before the fentence of condemnation was pranounced. - This was
intended 10 leffen the odium which. might arife from putting o
death two fuch illufirious. perfons, who were fo. esceedingly bee
Toved by the people, and had diftinguifhed themfelves © highly

+ Crimeliore and Henirogli.
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in the fervice of the king. - But it was accompanied with the con-
trary ffect. It afforded the two counts an opportunity of placing
their innocence in the cleareft light, and furnifhed the world with
the moft convincing cvidence of Philip's lawlefs tyranny and op-
preffion.

Taz general charge againft them was, that, in conjuntion with
the prince of Orange, they had formed a plan to abolifhithe king’s
authority in the Netherlands; and the proofs of this charge were,
fifl, That by their contumelious treatment of cardinal Granville,
they had obliged the king, contrary to his inclination, to remove
that prelate from the Low-Countries.

2. TuAT they were privy to the confederacy which had been
Formed to oppofe the introduétion of the inquifition and edidis ;
and although count Egmont knew that the lord of Beckerzel
had fubferibed the compromife, he had fill retained him in his
fervice.

3. THAT they had met at Dendremond, with the prince of
Orange, count Lewis of Naffau, and feveral others, to deliberatc
about oppofing the entrance of the king’s army into the Nether-
lands.  And,

4 THaT, inflead of punithing heretics with due feverity,
they had in fome places granted them liberty openly to eclebrate
their religious affemblics.

In anfiver to thefe accufations, the two lords, afier protelling
that, as knights of the Golden Flecee, they could not be tried by
any other judges but the knights of their order, began with de-
claring, that they had never entertained 2 thought to the prejudice
of the king's authority ; and that when they urged the king to

remove
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xemove Cardinal Granvell fiom the Netherlands, they belicved,
and were flll perfuaded, that his removal was equally calculated
to. promote the intereft of the king and of the provinces. Al-
though they knew of the confederacy, they had ncither any con=
cern in it, nor power fufficient to prevent it; and count Egmont
had continued to employ the lord of Bickerzel, after knowing
that he had figned the compromile, from a convielion that he was
Aill unfhaken in his fidelity to the church and to the king ; of
which that nobleman gave afterwards the firongeft proof, by ex-
erting himfelf, with great adivity, in dete@ing and punifhing
the violators of the churches. They had indecd been prefent at
a conference in Dendremonde, where count Lewis of Naffeu had
propofed that they fhould unite theic cndeavours to prevent the
entrance of the Spanifh troops; but, inftead of aflenting to that
propofal, they had difapproved and oppofed it. They had done
every thing in their power for the fuppreffign of herefy;  they had
‘made diligent fearch for the rioters, ,and puniflied many of them
with great feverity ; and although they had in fome places
granted the proteftants liberty to hold their religious affemblies,
et they had done fo becaufe they could not otherwife have pre-
vented the demolition of the churches, befides many other mif-
chievous effes, which there was the firongelt reafon to appre-
hend from the enthufiaftic rage of the reformers. At the worll,
they had been guilty only of an error in judgment. ~ They had
 lived, and would die in the belief and pradtice of the catholic
religion. And as they had not been wanting in their duty to
the church; fo they had lately given inconteflible evidence of
their devotion to the king, by taking chearfully, at the dutchefs
of Parma's defire, an oath to ohzy the king in every thing; and
Vor. I Gg to
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to'regakd as’ cnemies o the fate, all thofe whom he fhould be
pleafed to' condemn.

rite the prifoners offered thefe fatisfaltory defences of theic
condud the moft carnelt folicitations were employed in their
behalf,

Tue emperor. Maximilian, agreeably o the humanity of his
charadter, interceded with Philip in their favour, and fattered
himfelf. fo frongly with the hopes of fuccefs, thar, a few days
before their execution, he fent to_inform the countefs of Egmont,
hiat her fears for_her hufband’s life would, he now belicyed, be
‘happily difappointed.

Tug, dutchefs of Parma, ooy, who hadnever fufpedied that the
complaints which fheshad: made againft the prifoners during her
regency, would haye bieen attended withfuchiferious confequencess
teanfimitted:to the kinggand fecanded, a petition: from: the countefs.
of Fgemonts. in whichy after reprefenting: that her hufband had
diflipguithed himfEIE sbove his:equals, firk in' the fervice:of the
late;empetor; and fince in that of the king and!that he had often
born, a-principal fharc:in theiv wars and: vi®tories.bothin Europe:
and Aftiea s fhe concluded withiintreating, that ify notwithfland>
ing her hufband's! defence of his conduc; he fhould @il be
Sound-obrioxious o juflice;. yet,. on: acconnt: of:his former fer=
vices, the king would remember him with: mercy, and take into.
confideration the deplorable-fituation to which: fhe; and Her-cleven
helplefichildren;: would be reduced, by:the ignominiens death of
her hufbaod.

Bur Philip; cutfed with the moft unfecling heart, remained
selentlefs and inflexible 3 -andy conformably to his ‘orders; Alva
pronounced fentence of death both againft count Egmont and

- count
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count Horn, in the beginning of June one thoufand five hun-
dred and fixty-cight, after they had fuffered near mine months
imprifonment.  The fenteace was intimated to. them in the
middle of the night, when they were in bed, by the bifhop
of Jpres, They reccived, the intelligence with becoming for-
titude and refignation. .« T'am not. conftious,”  faid count
Egmont, * of fiaving deferved fuch hard infage from the king,
‘whofe glory and intereft I have fincerely ftudied to promote. - But
Lwill fubmic to my fate with patience ; although my heart bleeds
when I think of my wife and children.

A rew hours before his. death he wrote to the King, « That
although i had pleafed him t0 order fentence of deith 1o be pro-
nounced againft him asa traitor, and an abettor of heretics; yet
in juftice o himflf hie muf declare, that he had néver failed, in
word or in deed, in his duty either to bimior to the church. T
cannat, therefore doubt, continued: e, that when You (hall re-
ceive tru information of what has palled in the Low-Countrics,
you will be fenfible how unjufly T have been uled 5 having been
condemned for doing, what I never did or intended; and ffor
the truth of this, I call Almighty God to- witnefs, before whom
Ifhall foon appear. My lat and only 'requeft-is, that on ac-
count of ‘my former fervices, and the intégrity of my intentions,
you will take compaffion on my unhappy wife and children; in
the hopes of which T will patiently (nbmu 10 the exceution of the
fentence which has bee palled ags

Bok prifoners had, a-fwe days before, “beon brought from
Ghent to Bruffels, - Count Egmont was firft conducled to the place

« Sona, s
Gga of
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of exccution, with Julio Romero, camp marfhal, on one hand,
and the bifhop of Ipres on the other, The feaffold was covered
‘with black cloth, and farrounded by a firong guard, confifling of
nineteen companies of foldiers. The count went up to the fcaf-
£old accompanied only by the bifhop of Tpres ; with whom, having
difcourfed fome time (on what fubjet we are not told), he kneeled
down and prayed; then rofe again, and throwing off his robe,
he wrapped his head and fice in a handkerchief, and again kneel-
ing down, with his hands joined, he in that pofture received the
ftroke of the executioner.

e head and body, and the blood which flowed from them,
were covered with a black cloth, to hide them from the view
of count Horn; who was foon after brought thither, ac-
companied by the fame attendants. Having afcended the
feaffold, he inquired whether count Egmont was already be-
headed; and being told that he was, “We have not feen one ano-
ther,” fid he, “ fince the day when we were caft into prifon. But
from our fate, my friends,” addrefling himfelf to the (peQators,
«learn to know the meafure of obedience required by your fupe-
riors. I Lhave ever offended any of you, T now afk forgivenefs,
and ‘befeech you to affift me with your prayers”  Then having
difrobed himfelf, he fubmitted to his fatc with perfe@ compofure
and tranquilliy.

Tx heads were fet up oppofite to_each other, on two iron
poles, faftened to the fides of the feaffold ; where they remained
sill the afternoon, when they were taken down and delivered, to-
gether with the bodics, to the friends of the deccafed *,

* Stada,
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Tie unmerited death of thefe two great men excited univerfal
grief and indignation. Nor could the fpe@ators be deterred, by
the numerous troops which furrounded them, from teftifying their
refeatment. Many of them, forgetting the danger to which they
‘expofed themfelves, rufhed forward to the feaffold, dipt their hand-
kerchiefs in the blood, and vowed, in the hearing of the Spani-
ards, that ere long_the governor and his affociates fhould have
reafon o repent of the cruel murder that had been committed ",

Couxt Egmont was fmy -fix years of = when e
o o

denfyof manner, and the ot engaging z(ﬁhx]u’y Foman
‘youth he had accompanied the late emperor in his military ex;
ditions, and had on all occafions acquitted himfelf with the higheft
honour, while at the fame time he rendered himfelf univerfally
P's armics gained over
the French at St. Quintin and Gravelines, it is allowed that the
one was owing in a great meafure, and the other entirely, to
count Egmont. ~ As all men were acquainted with the advantages
which Philip derived from thefe vi€tories, they were fhocked at
the ungrateful return which he now made to the perfon by whofe
valour and conduct they had been obtained .

ArEr this difinal cataftrophe, Alva having nothing to pre-
vent him from turning his whole atteation to the war with count

7 Beasvoglio,
- o bt b el o i Bl e
given st Madid for poting o deth the Bron of Montigey, botker o count Forn, who
hud beca fent by he dtehfs of Parms. song with the marqia of Mo (who died ome
months ko) o preens he o of the conederts. Bensvagio.
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B0 OK Yawisof Naffiu; ordered bridges to be thrown over the Macfe, the

vair.

e

a0d defests
him,

Rhine, and the 1cl, and marched direQly to the enemy. He
seached Deventer, where he had given orders for feveral bodies of
troops to meet him about the middle of July s and in a fow days
after, he arrived with his whole army, confiking of trelve thou-
fand foot and three thoufand horfe, in fight of the enemy’s camp.

Tiss army of count Lewis being much inferior both in difcipline
and number, that general quickly perceived the neceffity of quit-
ting bis prefent fituation.  He redred, however, in good order, and
with very lictle lofs, till- he arrived at the town of Gemmingen,
wherehe pitched his camp in a place that appeared almoftimpreg-
nable. - Behind him lay the village. of Gemmingen ;. on his left,
the river Exms, by which he could be fupplied with provifions from
Eenbden, and other places; and on his sight, a plain which he
Sortified with_trenches and redoubts: but that which formed the.
chief firength of his fituation was, that the caemy could not ap=
prosch him but by marching in defile along the dyke of the river,
This dyke was ten miles in length, with the river on the one fide,
and a morafs on the other.  Having planted a battery of cannon
uponit, Lewis intended 1o open the dyke, and lay the morals un~
der water. And in this encampment, he hoped it would not be
difficult for him to keep the enemy at bay, Gl his brother hould
begin his operations; when he did nov doubt that the duke of
‘Alva woeld find it neceffary to retire.

Avva was aware of Lewis's intention, and of the danger with
which sny confiderable delay muft be attended. With the utmoft
expedition he brought forward his beft veteran troops, and arrived
at the very time when the Flemings were beginning to break

4 down
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dotwn the dyke. Count Lewis and the other nobility: were theme 0.0 &
felves employed: at the work. - When the cacmy appearcdy they. iy
Betook themfelves haftily to arms, but they were foon obliged to "5
‘yield o the fuperior force of the Spaniards, and to retire behind

the battery above mentioned.  Here Lewis expecied to main-

tin' his ground: by the' help of his artillery; but the Ger-

mans in his army, to:tlte umber of. feven: thoufand; - having

been difappointed of their pay for fome weeks; and belicving that

Tewis had moncy in his poffeion which he had delayed giving

them from his dread: of their defertion, refolved to.embrace the

prefent opportunity /to extort from him a compliance with; their
demands. They rofe tumultuoully, and threatened:that they would,

no fight unlefs he.immediately. pud theie arcears, Inteli- wowis
gence.of this fedition was carried by fpies or deferters.toithe duke! ham,
of Alva, who! perccived. that, no. was the time. to make, an at-
temptupon the bnuuy He ordered a part of his arary to cateri the

had been r.hfappcmmd in his. defign of laying the ground unden
water, the Spaniards found their way cafier than they expeded.
They arcived in' time 1o attack the. enemy. in flank, whillt the
seft of the army, without fhrinking, marched up to:the battery i
front, and made a furious affault upon it fword in hand: *The
FlemiH exiles, with:count Tiewis: at their heady defended:them=
febves, for fome time with great bravery s but being deferted by
thie Germans, they were at lengthcompelled to retreat. The Spa-:
niaeds entered the camp along with them.  The Germans, over=
whelimediwith, terror, made litle.refiftance ; and, as @ juft puni-
meat of their fedition at fo critical a period, great numbers of
them were put to the fword, - Almoft as many were fwallowed up

in

VYA.BHSC



232

300

v,

s
B3

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

in attempting to foim acrofs the river, as fell by the hands of the

my. On the fide of the Spaniards only eighty men were
killed; but of the Germans and the Flemih exiles, between fix
and feven thoufand perifhcd, including thofe who were drowned.
Count Levwis, after having attempted in vaia to rally his feattered
troops, efcaped. in a fmall boat to the oppofite fide of the river;
and foon afterwards fet out with the earl of Hoogftraten for Ger-
many, to join the prince of Orange *

Tae duke of Alva went from the field of battle to the city of
Groningen, and from thence to Utrecht and Amfterdam ; carrying.
on inquiries in thefe places againft the proteftants, and punifhing
with rigour all who were fufpedted to have been concerned in the
late diforders,  He would gladly have fpent more time in this
employment, fo agreeable to the native cruelty of his difpofiion s
but he was informed that the prince of Orange had begun to put
his troops in motion, and was upon his march from Treves to
the province of Guelderland, or Brabaat

Berors William left Germany, he publifhed a manifoflo, in
which he explained the motives which induced him to have re~
courfe to arms. * * There was no other expedicnt left,” he faid,
“ by which he could fave his countrymen from flavery and ruin;
and to attempt this, he thought, was the indifpenfable duty of every
citizens efpecially of one who, like him, had enjoyed the higheft
dignities of the flate. The king, he hoped, would ere long
be delivered from thofe Spanifh counfellors by whom he had beea

* Suade, Beativoglio, and Grimefone's General Hiflory of the Necherinds
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led'alleay 5 but in the mean time, he did ot thi
upon any inhabitant of the Low-Countrics to yield obedience to
the king in contradiction to the Jaws. For Philip did ot hold
the fume unlimited authority in’ the Netherlands, as in his other
dominions. His right to obedience fubfited {only whillt he
maintained the rights of the people; and, by the confitutions of
the provinces, it was exprefly. provided, that if the fovereign
fhould attempt. to violate ‘any of the fundamental laws, the
‘people fhould in that cafe-be abfolyed from their allegiance,

In this manifeflo the prince thought proper to make it known,
that be had changed his featiments in religion; and was now
convinced, that the opinions of the proteflants were more con-
formable than, thofe of the Romifh church, 1o the great rule of
cheiftian faith, the facred writings.

e

WiLLiaw's army, including horfe and foot, did not exceed
twenty thoufand ; and the duke of Alva's, after being joined by a
reinforcement which he received at this time from Spain, was
equal in number, and much better furnithed with military flores
and provifions. The prince was fenfible of the great difadvan
tage under which he laboured in this refpeét; but from the pref-
fing iavitations which he received from many of the principal in-
habitants in the Netherlands, and from the repeated reprefent-
ations which were made to him of the univerfal hared with
‘which the people were animated againft the governor, he hoped
that, as foon as his army fhould appear, there would be an in-
farretion in his favour, or that fome of the principal cities would
open their gates to receive biam.

Hr paffed the Rhine without oppofition in the end of Auguft, Avaiarie
alitle above Cologn; and then turning to the lefs, he advanced E0%
Vor. I, Hh towards ¢ Mk
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towards Aix-la-Chapelle;  About his time the duke of Alva ar-
Jived at Macllricht.  The prince dire@ted his march firft towards
Ticges but being difappointed in.the hopes which be had con-
ceived, of that city declaring in his favour, e turned his
courfe northwards, with an intention to pafs. the' Maefe where=
‘ever he fhould find it fordable; - Alva’s whole atiention was' em=
ployed to prevent him from puting his defiga in exceution, a0
Lyith this view he: planted. firong guards along the banks of the
siver, and kept his army s nearly oppofite a5 poffible to the
enemy.

A Tafl, However, after feveral marches and countermarches,
William effedled his paflige in the night, oppofite to a town
called Seochem, where the duke believed it to haye been impracti
cable, Bt the feafon had been remarkably dry ; and the prince
on this occafion imitatcd the condugtof Julius Cefar in bis paffige
of the Ligeris, by placiog his. cavalry, a litle above the ford; to
break the force of the flrcam.

Whex Alva was informed next morning of what had hap-
pened, he could not at firt believe ity and foorpfully afked the
officer who brovght ihe intelfigence, Whether he imagined that
the enemy bad wings?

“Tusé pritice of Orange endeavoured to perfuade his troops; as
fovn 4 they had croffed. the river, to march dire@ly againft
e Spanfards 3 ‘whoy i this ‘requeft bad been complied with;
e have been attacked with great advantage; bt the
Germans, who, unfortunately for themfelves, s well-for. the
caufe in which they were engaged, never yielded. due, obedi-

ence to their commander, sefufed to.advance till they. fhould
have
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Have anight's refrefhment ; and thereby loft the only opportunity

‘which the duke of Alva ever. gave, them,  of compelling him 0 ~———

Sight.

O thel next day, when' they were led forsvad to the Spanifh
<camp to offer battle, they found it fo firongly fortified with in=
trenchments arid redoubs, that no attempt could b made upon
it with the fmalleft probability-of fuccefs. * Chiapgino Vitelli, s
officer of high reputation, was of opinion, that the duke ought
n0t to have declined an engagement, as the cnemy weze fatigied
‘with their paffage of the river; and had:not yet made choice of a
proper place for, their camp, to which. they could retire after
battle ; befides, that it was of the higheft confequence, he imagined,
to give an early check to their prefumption, jin_ order to prevent
the fortified towns from declaring in their favour.

Bu Alva had already formed his plan, to which ‘he was un-
alterably determined to.adhere, He confidered that he had a
great deal more at flake than the prince of Orange; and that
a defeat would be attended, not only with the lofs of his army,
but the greateft part of the provinces. He was acqueinted too
with the narrownefs of William’s finances, and knew that e
‘muft encounter the moft infurmountable diffculties in fupporting
fo numerous an army for any confiderable time; efpecially ss the
‘winter feafon was faft approaching, when, unlef he hould gec
‘poffeffion of fome of the great towns, it would be impoflible for
‘him to remain in the Netherlands.

WiTh thisviesw, as. he fufpected that the prince intended to
lead his army into Brabant, he firengthened the garrifons of Tille-
mont, Louvain, and Bruffels; and when William dire@tcd his
‘march towards Tongres, the duke drew his troops fo near that

ha town,
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town, as made it impoffble for the enemy to approach:  Whick-
ever way the priace” of Orange turned his courfe, the duke of
Alva accompanied him ; marching fometimes behind, and fome-
times on his flank ; always raitening his quarters, and sendering
it difficult for him to furnifh his army with forage and provi-
fions 5 while he intrenched his own forces with fo much fkill,
that the prince fought in vain for an opportunity of bringiog on.
an eogagement.

T this firuation frequent fkirimilhes between the tiwo armics
were unavoidable, and in thefe the advantage fell fometimes on
the one fide and fometimes on the other; but each commandér
‘made fuch judicious movements, chofe his ground with fo much
fiill, and exerted fuch an' equal degree of vigilance and atten~
tion, as effeCtually preventéd his antagonift from obtaining any
confiderable advantage over him.

‘Tue only fuccefs which the duke of Alva could boaft of, was at
the river Geete; where, having attacked the réar-guard of the
enemy’s army, he killed fome, and put the reft to flight. "

Tz prince of Orange had the fime ground of triumph in an
a@tion at Quefnoy ; where, having come up with a detachment
confifling of ten companies'of German' eatholics, eight of Spa-
niards, and three tfoops of Tight-armed infantry, he put them to
vout, and took ample vengeance for the lofs he had fuftained st
Geete ™.

Hx was on his march at that time to meet the Sieur de Gealis,
who had been fent to him by the prince of Condé, with a rein-
forcement of troops ; which fully compenfuted all his loffes in
Brabant,

» Thusio,
Bor
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Byt the caufes already mentioned began to operate, The prince.
had been cruelly difappoined of the greateft part of the money
which had been promifed bim, The dread which the Flemings
entertained of the Spanifh forces, and the prudent. precautions
‘which had been taken by the duke of Alva, had prevented Wil-
Tiam’s friends from making any effort in his behalf. ~His army
had been often pinched for provifions. They now defpaired of
getting pofleffion of any of the great towns, and they trembled at
the thoughts of paffing the winter in the open fields. The Ger-
mans began to defert in great numbers, and had ‘oftca, before
this time, thewn themfélves refractory and difobedicnt. ~ For thefe
reafons, the prince found it neceffary to difband them ; after
having given them all the fatisfation in his power, by paying
apartof their arrears, and giving fecurity to their leaders forthe reft
on his lordfhip of Montfort and the principality of Orange

APTER thefe difuters, the prince, accompanied by his brother
count Lewis, went to France, and condudied thither between a thou-
fand and twelve hundred horfe, to the affifance of the Calvinifs.

Sucit vas the conclufion of the firlt attempt which the
prince of Orange and his brother made, to deliver the Ne-
therlaads from the Spanih yoke. It muft oceur to every reader,
that if they bad begun their operations and entered the pro-
vinces at the fame time, the iffue of their enterprife would pro-
bably have been extremely different. The duke of Alva would,
in that cafe, have been obliged to divide his forces, and have
probably been overpowered by numbers. nu: nn(mmmlely
count Lewis, who was more expeditious in making his levies than
the prince of Orange, did not poffes a fund. ficent o maintain

© Thasnus Meusis, Albans, B, 19, Metees, p 79.
them
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500K them without employment, and was obliged to enter upon adion
M, before his brother was prepared to fupport him. And to
5% e fume caufe may be aferibed both the prince’s delay in put-
ting his troops in motion, and the neceflty to which he was

reduced of breaking up'his camp:
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BOOK IX.
PART I

HILE, Philips bigotry, joined to his defporic and arbi- 50 0 &
trary condut, had engaged him in war with his fubjects %
in the Netherlands, the fame caufes produced a fimilar effectin _ 1565,
the province of Granada; where the Moars, who bad long yielded. &rat
a tame fubmiflion to the crown of Spain, were provoked by the
tyranny of the prefeat governmeat, to throw off their allegiance,
and have recourle to arms. This people, who, during feveral Hiloy ofhe
centurics, had maintained poffeffion of the greatelt part of Spain,
wereat laft toully fubdued by Ferdinand the catholic, in the year
‘one thoufand four hundred and ninety-two. But although theic
government was abolifhed at tha time, the people themfelves re-
mained ; and were permitted 1o ¢njoy not oaly their poffeffions,
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drefs, and cufloms, but even their religion, as in the time of their

native kings. And the politic Ferdinand ferupled ot to fivear
folemaly, to obferve this condition, in hopes of being able aficr-
wards to devife fome cfficacious means of reconciling them to the
chriftian faith.

BeiG difappointed in his expedtation, and finding, after
atrial of feveral years, that the inftruéions of his priefts were
not likely to prove effe@tual; he refolved, without regard to
the oath which he had fivorn, to employ force in order to
accomplifh his defign.  He pretended, that the citizens of Gra-
nada had forfeited their title to his fulfilling the terms of
peace, by an infurre@ion, into which fome of them had been be-
trayed through the violent adminiftration of cardinal Ximenes;
and, on this pretence, he ordered fentence of death to be pro-
nounced againft them, and declared, that unlefs they would re-
nounce their religion, it fhould be inftantly carried into execution.
By this expedient he compelled fifty thoufand of the inhabitants
of the city of Granada, moft of whom had no concern in the
infrredtion, o profels themfelves converts to Chriftanity.
The inhabitants of the country, and of the fmaller towns,
being Highly exafperated by the violent treatment of their coun-
trymen, and dreading that they themielves would quickly expe-
rience the fame injuftice, began to prepare for refiftance. But
before they bad time to put themfelves in a pofture of defence,
Ferdinand, who was no lefs provident and acive, than falfe and
faithlefs, came upon them with a numerous army, and afier tak-
ing one of their towns, of which he put all the inhabifants to the
fword, he foon obliged the reft to lay down their arms, Upon
their paying him a fum of money, he permitted a certain num-
ber to tranfport themelves to Africa.  But the greater part were

8 compelled
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compelled to emain in the Kingdom, and tofubmit t be baptized. 5 Q.0 %

They were fill however firongly attached:to thie Mahometan fu-
perflition’; and although they generally conformed to the rites of
the Romifh church, they could not, on every oceafion, conceal theie
attachment.  The inguifitors were perpetually prying into their
condut; great numbers of them were ondemned and burnt a5
heretics ; and many thoufands, dreading the like fate, fied over
10 Barbary.

REPRESTNT ATIONS were of en tranfmitted to courtof the defo-
Tation that was thus produced ; but thefe reprefentations cither did
not reach the ear of Ferdinand, or they were diffegarded. No
remedy was ever applied, and the inquifitors continued to exercife
‘without controul theis wonted cruelty and oppreffion.

Durino the latter part of the reign of Ferdinand, and the
whole of that of Charles, the Moors are feldom mentioned by
the Spanifl hiftorians ; nor o thefe writers gi
formation concerning them for half a century, than that they fill
retained their ancient averfion to the chriftian faith, - But the co=
clefiaflcs, foon after Philips arrival in Spain, taking encourage~
‘ment from that bigoted zeal with which they knew their; prince
10, be fo firongly actuated revived. their. old complaints againft
that unhappy people, and made: repeated reprefentations of their

obftinate and incurable infidclity.

“Tazy are chriftians,” fiid Guetrero, archbifhop of Granada,
« in name only, but Mahometans in their hearts. They come to
hear mafs on feflival days, only in order to avoid the penaltics
which they would otherwife incur. They work on thefe days
with their doors fhut, and fealt and caroufc on Fridays. They
prefent their children to be baptized ; but no fooner do they reach

Vo1 1i their
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their own houfes, than they walh them with warm water, circum=
cife them, and give them Moorifh names. They confent to be
‘married in the churches, becaufe the law requires it; but when
they return home, they clothe themfelves in a Moorifh drefs, and
celebrate theix nuptials with dances, fongs, and other fpecics of
‘mufic which are in ufe oaly among the Moors.”

Tuxs reprefeatation was well calculated to make impreffion on
the fuperflitious fpirit of the king.  But the archbifhop knew, that
‘political confiderations were likely to have as much weight with
Him as thofe of a religious nature;; and therefore he fubjoined,
“ That the Morefcoes held 2. treafonable correfpondence with the
Tarks and Corfaits, and were in the pradtice of carrying off the
children. of chriftisns, and cither felling them for flaves, or fend-
ing them to Barbary, where they were brought up in the religion
of Mahomet” Whether there was any truth in the latter part of
this accufation, docs not appear with convincing evidence but,
confidering the near affinity between the Morefcoes and the Afri-
cat Moors in xefpe of religion, manners, language, and defeent,
together with their alienation from the Spanifh  government,
which the cruelties exercifed againft them by the inquifition, and
their exclufion from all offices of truft, muft have carried to the
greatet height, it is not furprifing that Philips apprehenfions
were alarmed, and that he thought it neceffiry to make provifion
againft the danger which feemed to threaten him.

His frft flap was to firip: the Morefcoes of their arms; and
for this purpofe he feat, on different pretences, féveral regiments
of Caftilians to_ quarter among them, by whom a great quanity
of arms of all kinds were fcized ; but as theic fufpicions were per-

pewally
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petually swake, they had penetrated bis defgn, aid eoicaled 3 100
confiderable quantity *. —

Tits difcovery of Philips difpofition towards thiem, ferved to

aliendte their affections more than ever from his government, and
at the fame time encouraged the inquifiors to multply their com.
Plaints, and to urge at coutt the neceflity of émploying mofc cff.
cacious meafures than had  hitherto been adopted. | The Ying
himfelf was far from being averfe 1 comply with the viblent
countels that were given him ; and whien uons confilting < theos
Iogian of the name of Oraduy, dhiat eetlefalic i thet trae firie
of a Spanil inquifitor, quoted to'hini the proverby thit * of chet
mies, the fewer, tHe better.” Philip ws Highly pleafed with his
reply.

Havixe therefore refolved, if pollible, to extirpaté from his s eia
dominions the private as well as the public exercife of Mahomet.. "™ "™
anifin, and t wafh it out with the blood of its votarics, rather
than fuffer it to_ remain, he appointed a felect mumber of ecclon
fiafis €0 confder of the proper means by which bis defign might
be accomplifhed ; and agreeably to the adsice of thelo men he
foon afterwards publifhed an ediét which contained the following
probibitions, and denounced death in cafe of difobedience :  That
henccforth the Morefcoes fhall Tay afide theic native. language,
drefs, and peculiar cufloms, and in future adopt thofe. of the
inhabitants of Caftile. That they fhall no longer take Moorifl
names or furnames, but fuch as are generally ufed in Spain,

Thiat they. fhall bear none of thofe fymbols. sbout them by,

which the diftples of Mshomet are difinguithed. That they

all difcontinue the ufe' of thie baths, which all be imme..
* P, s 1560,

diately
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distely defiroyed.  That  their women fhall o, as hitherto,
appear in veils; that no perfon fhall marry without a difpenfation
from the ordinary ; that none fhall remove from one place to
another without permiffion; and that they hall on no, occafion
weat arms, or keep them in their pofieffion.”

Tur, exercife of the Mabometan religion having been probi-
bited under the fevereft penlties by former princés, o mention
was made of it in the edi@; but the Morefcoes readily perccived
the defign and tendency of the prefent regulations, and confidered,
that as they muft render the fecret practice of their religion in=
finitely more difficult than, formerly, they muft infallibly prove
erc long the caufe of its extirpation. - Even although they bad
not been apprehentive of any fuch ferious confequence, it could
not be expeded they would tamely fubmit to thofe affronting
rules which were now prefcribed them. Men are often more.
‘powerfully attached to the external forms and modes of life, than
10 things that are the moft cffential to their happinefs.  With this
attachment the zeal of the Morefcoes for their religion coincided-
Their fefentment, on account of the innumerable cruclties which
had been fo long exercifed againft them by the inquifition, added
fotee to thefe incentlves, and prompied them to refolve to expofe
themfelves to the laft extremities, rather than yield obedience to
the diét that was now promulgated. But as they were confcious
of their weaknefs, and could not depend upon receiving affiftance
from any foreign power, they agreed, before they fhould take up
arms,to maketrial, whether they could, by folicitation and intreaty,

perfuade the king to revoke his ediét.
« Tupt drefs,” they reprefented, * had furely no relation to
any religion, whether the Mahometan ot the Chriftian, fince the
Mahometans
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Mahometans in Morocco, Fez, Tunis, and Turkey, drefled very
differently from on another; while the drefs of the Chriftians in
Turkey was the fame as that of the Turks : and to require them
all to purchafe Gafllian habits would fubject great numbers
of them to an expence which they were unable o defray, Ic
was from modefly alone their women wore veils; a practice
which obtained in many places of Caftle, s well as in Granada.
Their mufic and daaces were ufed on days of feftivity, only as
amufements ; they bad not the moft refore connedtion with re-
ligion, and they had been regarded as innocent by prelates the
moft diflinguithed for theie fandity and zeal.

“ Tueir baths were ufed for the purpofe of cleanlinefs only s
thofe of the men were fepatate from thofe of the women ; and it
was not in the power of thofe chriffians to whom the care of them
was committed, to allege, that cither the former or the latter had
been ever applied to any ule repugnant either to decency or the
catholic religion, - And with regard to their language, as ft was
difficult to conceive how the Arabic could contain any thing con
trary to chriftianity, o it was utterly impoffble for them at once
0 lay afide the ufe of it, fince great numbers among them were
100 far advanced in life to be able to learn a new langusge; and
in feveral parts'of the country there was no other tongue fpoken
but the Arabic, nor any means eftablifhed by which the Caftilian
could be acquired.” They concluded with profeffions of loyaly
to the king, and with reminding him, that in his foreign wars they
had given him many proofs of their attachment and fidelity.

T Morefcoes had not accefs, it fhould feem, to deliver this
remonflrance to Philip himfelf; but it was prefented to him by
Deza the chancellor of Granada, who was feconded by Don John

Henriquer,
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‘Heoriguez, Don Antonio de Toledo, the prior. of Leon, and the
‘marquis of Mondejar, captain-general of the province. This Taft
mentioned_ nobleman fpared no. pains. to divert Philip from. his
purpole, by seprefenting, that from his knowledge of the
Morefcoes he was convinced, that an open  sebellion would
be the confequence of carrying the ediét into exccution. But
the king having formed his refolution afier mature delibera~
tion, and by the advice of fuch counfellors as he moft efiecmed,

Lent a deaf ear to all the reprefentations that were: made to
and gave orders to Mondejar immediately to fet out for e
in order to make preparations for gmploying force. in cafe he
fhould find it neceffary.

Fit Morefeoes were no fooner informed: of the ill faccefs of
their petition, than they began to meditate a revolt; and the lead-
jng men among. them having met privately-in Cadiar, a town
fituated i the entrance of the mountains of Alpuxara, they dif-
patched ambaffadors to Fez, Algiers, and Conflantinaple, to folicit
afiftance; andat. the fame time fpread their emiffaries over the
province, in order to prepare the minds of the inhabitants.

Tz people almoft every where, except i thofe places where
they were overawed by the Spanifh garrifon, obeyed with-alacrity
the invitation which they, reccived to affert their liberty 5 and in
a litle time the whole region of Alpuxara, which contains a fpace
of feventeen leagues in length and ten.in breadih, comprehending
many villages. and many thonfand inhabitants, was up. in arms.
A reinforcement of feveral hundred Turks, befides a quantity of
‘military flores, arrived from Africa, and the Morefeoes flattcred
themfelves with the hopes that much more powerful affiflance
would ere long be fent them by the Sultan,

3 Tusir
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Tusin leaders in the mean time held another affembly, in
which they eleted for their king Don Ferdinand de Valor, a-young
man of four or five and twenty, deftended from their ancient

princes, and in fome mealure qualified, by his intrepid courage and *

adivity, for the dangerous pre-eminence to which he was now
exlted. Having affumed the name of Aben-Humeya, which
had been that of his progenitors, he was invefled with the cn-
figns of royalty, with all the forms and ceremonies which swere
anciently pradlfed at the cledtion of the Moorifh kings. He then
entered upon the excercife of his new authority, appoiated his mi-
aifters and oficers, and fent orders to all the chiefs who were not
prefent in the affembly, to hold themfelves ready to act on the
fhorteft notice,

Elis firt and principal obje was to get poffeffion of the city
of Granada, in which he doubted not of being able to defend
‘himfelf till the Turkifh fuccours fhould arrive. Nor was it withe
out fome reafon that he entertained hopes of fucceeding in an
attempt on this important city. His party had hitherto concealed
their machinations with the moft. profound and fiithful fecrecy.
Their feveral meetings had been held on preteaces which deceived
the penctration of the Spaniards, and their military preparations
bad been carried on chiefly among the mountains of Alpuxara.
‘The marquis of Mondcjar, indeed, notwithRtanding thefe precau-
tions, had conceived a fufpicion of their defigns, and had repre-
feated to Philip the necefity of fending him a much more power-
ful army than was at prefent under his command. But therc
fubfifled at this time a violent jealouly between that nobleman.
and Deza the chancellor, which arofe from  competition concern-
ing the rights of their refpedtive offices.  Deza, prompred by his.
animolity againft the marquis, endeavoured to diferedit his ace

count
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BOOK count of the hoftile intentions of the Moors, and to- perfuade the

', Ying that thers was in reality no danger of a revolt, and that the

155 it Tately publihed might be fufficiently enforced by a vigorous

exercife of the civil power alone; but that Mondejar was defirons

that a war fhould be kindled, becaufe he expedted that the whole

n of it would be committed to himfelf, and the
count of Tendilla his fon.

PtLiz, though naturally provident and fufpicious, and more
inclined to fear than ope, was by his counfellors, who were Deza’s
friends, led to believe his reprefentation of the matter, rather than
that of the marquis. And thus the march of the troops for
which Mondejar had applied was delayed, and the garifon of
Granada fuffered to continue fo weak, that had it not been for an
accident which could not be forefeen, that city would have fallen
into the hands of the Morefeoes, Aben-Humeya having held a
fecret correfpondence with the inhabitants of the town of Albaicin,
which communicates with the city of Granada, and may be con-
fidered as a part of it, gave orders about the end of December to
Aben-Farax, one of his principal officers, to march thither with a
body of between fix and feven thoufand men. Had thefe
troops. reached Albaicin ac the time expeéled, the inhabitants
would have joined them, and thereby have made up an army
by whiich the garrifon mufl have been overpoweted but by a fall
of fnow upon a ncighbouring mountain, over which they were
abliged o pafs, they were all prevented from advancing ex-
cept about one hundred and fifty. With thefe Aben-Farax himfelf
entered Albaicin in the middle of the night; and if he could have
prevailed upon the inhabitants to take arms and join him, he
might il have made himfelf mafter of the town but though
swell affedied to his caufe, they were deterred from declaring in

his
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his favour by obferving how fimall a number of troops he had
brought along with his that, after having continued in the
‘place for fome hours, he was obliged, before the approach of day,
to make s eféape to the mountain where his army had been flopt.
Philip's eyes were then opened, with regard to, the contradi€tory
informations which he had reccived, and he immediately iffucd
orders for the march of thofe troops for which the marquis of
Mondejar had applied.

Apex-Husev4 in the mean time was employed in fortifying
the narrow palfes which led into the country of Alpusara: after
which e, with one body of troops, and AbenTarax with
‘another, went from place to place, exhorting or compelling the
Morefeoes to revolt; deftroying the altars and images in the
churches, which they converted into mofques; and putting to
death, in the moft barbarous manner, all the priefls and other
ehriftians who refufed to embrace the Mahometan religion.

T order to check their progrefs, the marquis of Mondejar fet
out from Granada as foon as he had colleted a fufficient number
of troops for his intended enterprife. The Morefcoes. difputed
with him for fome time the entrance into_ the mountains ; but
they were unable to withfland long the bold intrepid efforts of the
Spanifh infantry. Mondejar triumphed over them at every pafs
put many of them to the fivord ; took  great number of pri-
and at laft obliged Abén-Humeya to fly with the fattered
remains of his army, to the more inaccefMble parts of the moun=
tains. In a few months almoft the whole region of Alpuxara was
fubdued.  The people, being every where intimidated by the ras
pidity of Mondejar's progreft, laid down their arms, and cither
came to him in numerous bodies, or fent deputies, to fue for peace.

Vor. 1. Kk This,
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300X This he readily ganted, on condition of thicir yiclding obe-
%, dience in future 1o’ the king’s atherity; and he at the fame
58 ime gave them proteion againit (what they had but. too
‘much reafon to dread) the rapine and violence of the Spanifly fol-
diers. The marquis de los Velez; who commanded a body of
troops in the neighbourhood of Almeria, was no lefs fumnm in
diflodging the near th
where they had fortified themfelves with & view to favour the
defeent of the Moors and Turks. And now the marquis of Mon~
dejar, believing the war to be almoft entrely extinguifhed, and
that, Aben-Humeya muft cither foon furrender or make his efeape
out of the Mingdom, fent intelligence of his fuccefs to Philip,
and defired that a part of the troops might be recalled. He at
the fame time recommended the treating gently both fuch of the
Morefcoes as had fubmitted, and fuch of them as had been taken
prifoners.  But unfortunately this nobleman's enemies at court
‘had much greater influence than his frieads; and Philip was of
‘himfelf much more inclined to harfhnefs and feverity, than to le-
nity and merey.  Without regard to Mondcjar's reprefentations,
a royal mandate was immediately difpatched, commanding all
the prifoners above eleven years of age, without diflinGion of fex
or condition, to be fold for flaves ",

Tit1s barbarous treatment of their countrymen revived in the
minds of fuch of the Morefcoes as had fubmitted, all their wonted
abhorence of the Spanith yoke; and foon afierwards they them-=
felves were treated with equal inhumanity.

¥ The e of (bs arbarousetmens, fays  Spanih Hilrisn (Fereras), wan, that
st mumbers o the Morefeos women lengaihed in faeryfo il e, sud thn fle
s thie calimies

WreTuer
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Waierier Philip's ‘exchequer was in reality drained at this
time by his late expenfive armaments in the Mediterranean, and
his war in_the Netherlands, or whether his minifters only pre-
tended this to be the cafe, in order to. gratify their maligaity
againft Mondejar, does not fufficiently appear; but whatever was
the caufe, the arrears due to the troops were fo great, that the
‘marquis of Mondejar was unable to difcharge them. . The ufoal

the ll-p: £ an army quickly . The
general loft his authority, and the foldiers, and feveral of the
officers, deferted their fations, and fpread themfelves over the
country; plundering, and even butchering and carrying off into
flavery great numbers of thofe Morefcoes for whofe fecurity he
had pledged his faith. Mondejar feems to have exerted him-
£If firenuoufly 10 put a flop to thefe enormities, by fending out
fuch of his troops as, he could trufty to_ refirain or chaftife the
delinquents. But his, cndeavours were in a great meafure frui
lefs, The Spaniards fill continued to embrace every opportu-
nity of indulging their rapacity ; and afierwards left their fland-
ards, and went off 1o the neighbouring provinces with their

prey
Tur Morefooes, highly exafperated by the multiplied op~
preffions which: they faffered, repented of their late fubmifion 3
and, being now convinced that there was no fafety in trufiog to
any treaty with an enemy fo cruel and perfidious, they refumed their.
arms, took ample vengeance on feattered partics of the Spaniards,
whom they furprized among the mountains, and again arranged
themfelves under the banners of their king. It happened about this
time, that Aben-Humeya received from Africa a reinforcement of
four hundred Turks; who, it was pretended; were foon to be
ks Followed
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0% followed by a powerful lect snd army.  And thus the Morcfeoes
\_—w were determined, partly by hope, and partly by vengeance and
5% gefpair, to make a fecond trial of the fortune of war; the cala-
‘mities attending which, they thought, could not exceed thofe

which they had lately experienced in the time of peace.

Tite caufes of this fecond revolt were very differently inter-
preted by the marquis of Mondejar’s enemies and friends. By
the former it was faid, * that this nobleman had erred egregioufly,
both in his manner of condudling the war, and in his treatment
of the rebels, when they laid down their arms. For it was abfurd
t0 expec® that an enemy fo_treacherous as the Morefcoes, would
regard their engagements any longer than they found it neceffury ;
and no lefs abfurd to hope that fuch obftinate infidels would
ever be fincere converts to the chriftian faith. Their late fa-
crilege, and the barbarous cruelties which they had exercifed
againft the priefts, and other chriftians, had called aloud for ven-
geance; and juftice, as well as found policy, had required, that
they fhould all have been put to the fivord, or fold for laves.”

Bur the marquis, on the other hand, and his adherents, repre-
fented, That this deluded people had been chaftifed with fufficient
feverity, for enormities into which their leaders had betrayed
them.  That humanity, and a regard to the intereft of the king,
had prevented him from facrifiing to revenge, the lives of fo
many thoufand ufeful fubje@s, moft of whom were innocent of
the crimes that had been committed; and by whofe deftrudtion
fo great a part of the kingdom would have been rendered
defolate: befides, that there was no reafon to believe that the
Morefeoes would have: violated their faith, if the troops could
have been kept under proper difeipline; which he bad found it

impofible
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impoffible to maintain, partly throgh the negligence of fore of
the king's miniflers i making remittances for their pay ; and
partly through the pains which fome perfons in power had faken
0 ruin his authority.

Berween thefe contradi€lory repreféntations Philip was at a
Tofs to determine what meafures to purfue. But at laf, cither

becaufe he himfelf; and moft of his counfellors, difapproved °

of Mondejar’s lenity in fo cafily receiving the Morefoocs into
favour, or becaufe e did not incline to fubjet that nobleman’s
enemies to the mortification of fecing him Al continued in the
fupreme command, he refolved to beftow it upon his natural bro-
ther Don John of Auftria.

Txis young prince, whofe mother was a German, of the name
of Blomberg, a native of Ratifbon, had been educated privately.
by Lewis Quixads, lord of Villagarcia; for whofe fon he had
paffed, ll Philip's arrival in Spain in the year one thoufand five
hundred and fifty-ninc. ~Soon after this, Philip having, agreeably
10 his father's requefl, acknowledged Don John for his brother ;
had appointed him a Houfehold fuitable to his rank, and beflowed
the fame attention on his education 48 on that of his own fon.

ReszaLING his father in the gracefulnefs of his perfon, and
in the couttcoufnels of his manners, Don John difcovered, from.
his youth, the love of arms; and gave many confpicuous proofs
of thofe accomplifhments by which he became afterwards one of
the moft illuftrious perfonages of the age .

BUT as at this time he was only about twenty=two years old, and
did not poffels any military experience, Philip, although he con-
ferred wpon him die title of commander in chicf, forbad him to
take the command of the troops into his own hands, and required,

© S, An. 1578,
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thiat in the wholé management of the war he fhoud ‘confoem
to the opinion of certain counfellors: whom ke appointed to
afit him. Thefe were, the archbiflop of Graniada, Deza the
prefident of the chancery, the duke de Seffa, the marquis of Mon=
dejar, and Don Lewis de Requefens, the grand commendator
of Caflile, whom he named for Don Johu’s licutenant,

THE war was now profecuted o ‘different quarters at the
fame time, and a greater number of troops employed than for-
merly.” But the fuccefs was not anfiwerable 1o the expeqations
that had beeh formed. “The Morefcoes diftovered on many ocei-
fions that they were not’deflitute of valour, and in fome ren-
counters they came off vi€torious.

Dox Jou, in the mean time, grown extremely impatient under
the reflzaints which had been impofed on him, endeavoured to
perfuade the king to permit him to command the forces in perfon;
and he at length obtained his requeft, After which, having got
his army reinforced, he himfelf marched againtt the Morclcoes
on one fide, while Requefens and. the marquis De los Velez at-
tacked them on another. But the Morefcoes, undifeiplined, in-
completely armed, and difheartened by the difappointment of
thicie Hopes of affftance from the Turks and Moors, were not a
match for fuch numerous regular forces as were now employed to
reduce them, and their ruin was haflencd by the diffentions of fome.
of their leaders, and the treachery of others. Aben-Humeya was
privately murdered by the friends of his wife, whofe father he
bad put to death on account of his fecret practices with the Spa-
niards.  Another chicf, called Aben-Aboo, was clecled king in
bis flead ; and be too fuffered the fame fate, from the hands of
fome of his officers, who hoped by this facrifice to atone for their

3 xebellion.
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aebellion. . With. the death of thia leader, the war, which had
Iafted almoft two years, was concluded *,

Nerruzn Don John nor Requefens aequired ‘any glory by
their condud in this war’; mot did they prefetve themfelves free
o dist imputaion of intrmanity and implasble sevenge,
which in this age was generally caft upon the Spaniatds.

No other apology can be offered for the dreadfil feveritics
which they' exercifed, ‘but that their conduét vas conformable to
the inftrutions given them by the king. Tor Philip had difap-
proved of the leaity with which the Morefcoes hiad been treated
by the marquis of Mondejar, ‘and, while he lfteted only to the.
voice of fpetlition or refentment, forgot what every wife king
will regard ‘as the moft ficred ‘maxim of His policy, that’the
ftrength ard glory of a prince depend on the Aumber and profpe-
ity of his fubjets,

Bu'r this bigoted monarch fet no bounds to his abhorrence of
thofe who deviated, or whom he fufpeéted of deviating, from the
catholic faith. Agreeably to his infiructions, great numbers of
the Morefcoes living peaceably in the plains of Granada, were,
wpon fufpicion of their correfponding with the infurgents, put
to death. ~ All the inhabitants of fome villages and diftri€ts, men,
‘women, andchildren, were extirpated. ' All the prifoners of both
fexes were cither executed or deprived of their liberty. And o
thofe Morefcoes who had refufed to join in the rebellion, all but
a few, without whom cettain manufaélures could not be carried

aetaiiog

‘i wary the Sy ilrians ks efended
i B il

ot e de-
el o ol v e e i b by
s, 2nd 7o il cifer of o condadh St ca ol 3
i gt o St ity i s rencced pcaily et
7 e coeim SRS i ek

VVA.BHSC




256

BOOK
w0

s

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

on, were torn from their native homes, and tranfported into the
interior provinces ; where they were expofed to the injuries and
infuls of a haughty people, and many of them by their poverty
reduced to.a flate of dependence on the Cafllians, differed
Jittle from, the condition of fuch of their countrymen as had beca
fold for flaves.

Sucn was the conclufion of this war; during which, notwith~
fanding the great difparity betveen the contending partics, Philip
was expofed to greater danger than at any other period of his
reign. Had the Morefcoes made. themielves maflers of the city
of Granada, in their attempt on which they failed, more through
chance and accident, than mifcondut or the want of frength 3
or had they prevailed with Selim the Turkifh emperor, o in-
tereft. himfelf in. their behalf; feveral towns in Andalufia, and
almoft the whole kingdom of Valentia, which was moflly in-
habited by Morefcoes, would hae joined in the revolt ; and, in
that cafe, fo great an army might have been maifed, s, with
the afiftance of the Moors in Barbary, would bave furnifhed
employment for many years to all the forces which the king, who
was at the fame time engaged in war with his fubjedts in the Ne-
therlands, could have collegted to oppofe them.

Bur fortunately for Philip, and perhaps for Chriftendom, the
Sultan was at this’ time intent upon profecuting the war of Gy~
‘prus againft the Venetians, and from that war be could ot be
diverted, although Mahomet, his grand Vifier, and the wifeft of
all his courtiers, advifed him earneflly to fufpend the profecution
of it, and not to neglet the prefent happy opportunity of turning
his arms againft the king of Spain

# Thasnus, . i Ferroa, A, 1568970, Cabrers,
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J T was not long before Selim had reafon to be forry that he hud

net liftened to chis advice, as Philip had no fooner completed
the redudion of the Morefcoes, than he entered into an alliance
againft him with the republic of Venice, the pope, and feveral
others of the Italian flates and princes. The papal throne was
filled a¢ this time by the celebrated Pius the Fifth, who by his
merit had saifed himfelf from obfeurity to the popedom; and
thbugh frongly tinured with fome of the vices which charadter
ifed the exclefiaflics of that age, was endued with certain royal
ittues which rendered him worthy of the cxalted flation to which
he had been advanced.  Having been folicited by the Venetians,
to cmploy his influcnce to procure affifance from the chriflian
princes againft the Sultan, who, in the time of peace, and in vio~
Tation of a folemn treaty, had invaded the ifle of Gyprus, Pias
readily confented to their requeft, and, with & zeal becoming the
head of the church, efpoufed their caufe.

His application, however, to moft of the European monarchs
was without effe@. For, befides that the feafon of crufades was
now over, and that the moft fuperflitious princes were, in that
age, governed more by political views than religious zeal, he
found almoft all of them unable to grant the affiftance which he
folicited.  The emperor Maximilian had lately concluded a truce
with the Sultan, which it was greatly his intereft to maintain,
The attention of the French king, who had been long in alliance
with the Porte, was'ingroffed by thofe inveterate fations into
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which bis kingdom was divided. Scbaflian, king of Portugall.
a5 oo young; and Sigifmund of Poland too much worn out
with the infirmities of age o engage in any forcign enterprife..
Philip was the only great prince in Europe with whom Pius had:
seafon to exped fuccefs in his prefent application.  That mo-
arel’s zeal, as well as his power, was greater than that of any.
other European prince, and from the firuation of His dominions,
and the cnmity which had long fubfifted between him and thie
“Turkifh Sultans, he had'no lefs reafon todread the increafe of the
Ortoman power, than cither the pope or e Venetians.

Winnou heftation therefore he refolved to comply with:the
fequelt that was now -made to him, and readily entered into an
allisnce, by which he bound himfelf to pay.one half of the cx~
pence of that powerful armament which it was judged necellury
%o cinploy, while the republic of Venice engaged (o defray thice=
Sourths of the other half, and.the pope. the.remainder.

Tuz. preparations fipulated were carried on with the utmoft
celerity and difpatch, and.about the middle. of, September a flect
was ready to fail from Meffina, conffling. of, upwards of two
‘hundred a0d fifty fhips of war, befides fhips of burden, and, if
we may believe the cotemporary hiflorians, carrying near fifty
thoufand men 3 fourtcen thoufand of whom were furnifhed by the
princes and flates of Tealy.

Tue chief command. of this: mighty-armament was givea. to
Don Johin of Auftria, for whom the title of Generalifimo was
jovented on this occafion. + The Grand Commendator Requefens
was appointed his licutenant, -and under him were,the marquis
de Santa-Croce, Doria; M. Antony Colonsa, commander. of the

.pope’s
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Pope’s gallies, and Scballian Veniero, who commanded thofe of
the Venetians.

T aged pontiff, overjoyed to. obferve that his negociations
‘had been attended with {0 great fuccefs, indulged the moft fan-
guine hopes with regard to the iffue of the war; and, as if he
had received a revelation concerning it from Heaven, he exhorted
Don Jolin to- embrace the firft opportunity of engaging with the
enemy, over whom He affured him he would obtain a complete
Viflory.  He fent him at the fame time a confecrated ftandard,
and a number of ecelefiaflics to officiate in facred things on bosrd
the thips; and ordered a faft and jubilee to be proclaimed, with
2n abfolution from their fins, to all who fhould acquit themfelves
with honour againft the infidels.

510, on the other hand, exerted himfelf freavoufly in pro-
viding againft fo great a danger as now threatened to overwhelm
him ; and although a pat of his troops were fill cmploed in
seducing Cyprus, he was able, through the great refources which
he poffeed, to equip a fleet flill more numerous than that of the
chriftian allics. Hali, to whom the chicf command of it was
given, arrived on the ywetern coaft of Greece about the time when
Don John fet ail from Sicily ; and the two flects came in fight of
€ach other, with a refolution not to decline fighting, on the feventh
of Otober, near the gulph of Lepanto.

e battle was begun by the two admirals, and their example
was followed by all the other commanders, as faft as the wind, or
the general orders which they had received, would permit them
10 advance.  Between Don John and the Bafha the engagement
was bloody and obflinate. ~ After cannonading one another for
fome time, they came to clofe fight, and grappled with each

Llz other,
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other.  The Spanith foldicrs thrice boarded the enemy’s fhip,
and were thice repulfed with great Saughter. Butatlaft Don.
John having reccived a reinforcement of two huadred men from
the marquis of Santa-Croce, the Turks were overpowered. Hali
himfelf was killed, and all on board were either put to the fword
or taken prifoners.  The crefeent of Mahomet was then taken
down, and the flandard of the crofs ereced in its ftead ; after
which, Don John, in order to intimidate the enemy, gave orders
to have the head of the Turkifh admiral fixed upon a long pole,
which was fafiened to the topmatt; and thouts were fent from:
fhip to {hip of triumph and vidtory.

Tisz contending partics were in the mean-time engaged in
every quarter in furious combat with each other, fighting hand to
hand, as on a field of battle, and employing not only guns and
mufkets, but arrows, pikes, javelins, and all the other, ancient as.
swell as modern, weapons of war, Both Turks and chriftians
gave the moft friking difplays of prowefs and intrepidity. Great
sumbers fell on both fides, and the fea for feveral miles was
tinged with blood, and covered with mangled limbs and carcafes.
Atlatt the chriftisns were almoft esery where viQorious. 'The
chriflian flaves, by whom the Turkith gallies were rowed, took
courage from the fuccefs with which the arms of the allies ‘were
attended, broke loofe from their chains, and contributed not a
Tt to fix the vidtory 5 while great numbers of the Spanifh and
Talian galley-flaves, prompted by the hopes of recovering their
liberty, having obtained permiflion from their officers, boarded:
and attacked the enemy with irrefiftible fury, and difplayeda con-
tempt of danger with which nothing but defpair, or the abhor-
rence of flavery, could have infpired them. The Turks were at
the fume time greatly difheartened by the lofs of their admiral.

and
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and. being tempted by the hopes of making thci ctape upon a 50,0 &

coalt iuhabited by their fellow-{ubjets, many of them ran theic

fhips afhore, and Jeft them an cafy prey to the enemy, i
‘Tug chriftian fleet was much better manned than the Turkifh, Cﬂ""ﬂ“ﬁh

and the foldiers, having been a fhorter time at fea, were more

fiefh and vigorous.  They were infinitely better furnifhed wich

‘mails and helmets, and made much more ufe of fire-arms than

the encmy, many of whom were armed ouly with bows and
arrows, the wounds inflicted by which were feldom mortal. The
prows of che Turkifh gallies were likewife more open and de<
fencelefs ; and the wind, which at firft was favourable, changed
fuddenly againlt them, and greatly fucilitated the motions of
the chriftan fleet, Fom thefe caufes, added o the fortunate
Bravery of Don John, feconded by the prudent and intrepid cone
dué of Requelens, Santa-Croce, Colonna, and above all of Ve-
‘miero, Barbarigo, and other noble Venetians, the allics gained the
moft memorable vidtory of which we read i the biflory of, mo-
dern times.

Tr was not indeed obisined without confidersble Tofs, Near Ths uf on
4en thoufand of the chriftians were killed in the engagement, or " &
died afterwards of their wounds. Among thefe was the Vene-
tian Proveditor, Barbarigo, & nableman equally celebrated for his
wifiom, bis valour, and bis moderation, His death was decply
lamented by the allies, and proved an irreparable misfortune to
the common caufe.  But to compente for thefe loffes, near fteen
thoufand chriftians were delivered from. captivity ; and of the

| Turks, above five and twenty thoufand swere killed, and ten thau-

fand taken prifoners. A hundred and thicty of thcie fhips £el
into the enemy’s hands, and all the reft wee either funk or bat-
2 tered
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tered to pieces, or burnt, except between thirty and forty with

% which Ulucciali, the famous corfuir, efcaped to. Conflantinople,

through his fuperior kill in navigation and his knowledge of
the feas.

Tits victory, gained over the implacable enemy of Chriften~
dom, fpread univerfal joy throughout all Europe ; and Don John,
to whom as commander in chief it was principally afcribed, was
celebrated every where as the greateft hero of the age. No per-
fon had more reafon to rejoice than Philip, yet he received the
meffenger with a cold indifference; which his contemporaries
were not inclined to attribute to his moderation, fo much as to
that jealoufy of his brother’s fame, of which-he gave afterwards
a more convincing proof. -« Don John,” faid T, * has gained
the vidtory, but he hazarded too much: he might have loft it
The pope’s joy on this occafion was more fincere.  When
he received the news, he eried out, in the words of facred
wiit, % There was a man fent from God whofe name was
Joha”

Bur the fruits of this fignal vidtory were not proportional to
the joy which it excited. The feveral admirals differed widely
from one another with regard to the meafures proper to be taken
in the further profecution of the war. Although Don John had
been honoured with the extraordinary title of Generaliffimo, yet
according to the treaty of alliance no matter of importance could
be determined without the confent of the other commanders.  He
would have failed immediately after the battle for the Dardanclles,
to intercept the remains of the Turkifh fleet, and to block up
the communication between Conflantinople and the Mediterra-
ean; but the Venetians and other members of the council of

1 war
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was refuled 10 sgree (o this propofl. - Otter enterpiifes: were 50 0%
afterwards propofed, and rejected; nor could they fix on any one
gominon meafure, but that of returning home, to repair the da-
mage which had been foflained, and 10 prepare for refuming theie
opeations in the fpring.

Not long after Don John's arrival at Mcffind, the chriians in Ty o
Albania and Macedonia, filled with admiration of his charaer, Bepi.”
and believing that it muft be long before the Turks could recover

from the blow which they had reccived, fent an embally to make

Bim an offer of the fovereignty over them, and to aflure him,

that, if he would come to their afiftance with a fleet and army,

they would fhake off the Turkifh yoke, and facrifice ther lives

and fortunes in_his fes

Dox John, whofe ruling paffion was ambition, would gladly
have accepted'his tempting offer, but was obliged to inform the
ambaffidors, that before he could comply with their requefl, the
king muft be confulted, and his confent obtained. He accordingly
fent immediate notice to his brother of the propofal that had been
made tohim. - And Philip, whether prompted by jealoufy, as was
generally believed; or by motives of prudence and policy, as he
gave outy putan ead at once t any hopes which Don John might
have conceived, by telling him, that at prefent all thoughts of
fuch an enterprife muft be Jeid afide, left the Venetians fhould
take the alarm, and abandon the confederacy.  This, it is notim~
probable, would Hiave happened, fince the Venetians had no lefs
reafon to-dread the neighbourhood. of the Spaniacds than of
the Turks; and had befides a chim themfelves to a part of
thofe territories, to  the fovereigaty: of which Don Joha
afpired.

T
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I the mean time Uluceiali, whom Selim had made commandet
in chief of all his naval forces, exerted himfelf with extraordi=
nary vigour and adtisity in fitting out a new ficet, to fupply the
place of that which had been ruined in the bale of Lepanto
and fuch at this time were the Tefources of the Turkifh empire,
that he wa ready by the month of April to leave Conflantinople,
with more than two hundred gallies, befides a great number of
other fhips.

WiTh this fleet he“coafled along Negropont, the Morea, and
Epirus 3 put the maritime towns into a pofture of defence ; chaf-
dled with great feverity many of thofe ehriflians who had been
concerned in the invitation given to Don John 3 and afterwards
took his ftation at Modon in the Morea, with an intention to
watch there the motions of the cnemy.

Hse had full leifure to finifh all the preparations which he
judged to be neceffary.  The allies difputed long with one an<
other concening the plan of their future operations; and at lat
when, through the inaivity which their diffenfions had occafion-
ed, it was become neceffary for them to drop theic fchieme of con=
queft in Greece and Aftica, and 1o go a fecond time in queft of
the Turkith fleet, Philip having conceived a fufpicion that the
court of France had, in order to gratify the Sultan, formed the
defign of attacking him in Piedmont, or the Netherlands, fent
inftruétions to Don John to delay for fome time longer his de-
parture from Meffina. At this place the Spanih fleet remained
till after the mafficre of St. Bartholomew when Philip, being
delivered from his anxiety with regard to the intentions of the
French court, gave his brother permiffion to join the Vegetians,

and
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aad (046 fn concert with them i profecutiog the war againft the 5 0.0 %
Turks, L—~,—~_{

Bur it was the laf day of Auguft before the allies could effec- They
tuate a jundion of ¢heir forces; and it was the middle of Scptem=. Grece
be before they came in fight of the enemy. Jmmedistely after
their arrival on the Gresian coaft, Ulucciali drew out his ficet,
as if he fntended 10 offer batle; but no fooner had he madc a
fingle difcharge of his artillery, in the way of bravado or defiance,
than he retired under the fortifications of Modon.  Thefe he had
Rrengthened in fach a manner, as to render it extremely danger~
ous for theallics toapproach ; and he refolved to lie in wait there
for fome favourable opportunity of attacking them, or at leaft to
Keep his flect in readinefs to harafs and interrupt them, in cafe

they fhould attempt a defeent.

Don Joux called a muncﬂ of his general officers to confider tcciiae
of the meafures proper tc urfued in cafe the Turkifh ad- o igh-
‘miral fhould perfift in his refoluuon to. decline fighting. It was
thought impradicable to force their way into the harbour of
Modon ; and therefore it was refolved to put the forces on fhore,
and to befiege the town by land. Bt from this auempt they
were foon deterred, by the information which they received from
fome troops fent to reconnoitre the firength of the place; which
wias fo completely fortified, that they could not expedt to reduce
it before the approach of winter.

Tr was next agreed to attempt the reducion of Navatino, siegeof Ne.
which is another town on the weftern coaft of the Mores, not ™™
many miles from Modon. The condué® of this enterprife was
committed to Alesander Farncfe, prince of Parma, who fome
years afterwards filled all Europe with his renown, and ac-

M m quired
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quired.the charaler of one of the greateft generals of this or
perhaps of any other age. But the prefent undertaking did not
afford him an opportunity of difplaying thofe fuperior talents for
which he is fo jully celcbrated. The garrifon was powerfully
reinforced by detachments fent from Modon; and fo numerous
an army was drawn together from the neighbouring towns, and
fent by Uluceiali to attack the befiegers, that Farnefe, after bat-
tering the ramparts for feveral days, was obliged to raife the fiege,
and put his forces on board the flect ; which foon afterwards fet
fail for Meflina.

Sostx months before this time the league had fuffered an irre-
parable lofs, by the death of the pope ; whofe fuccefor Gregory
the XIIIth had neither the fame zeal nor the fame influence and
authority. Gregory, however, entered readily into his prede-
ceffor’s views, and fhewed himfelf willing to purfie the plan
which Pius had adopted. And Philip, who was now en=
tirely free from his apprehenfions of a French invafion, had
refolved to excrt himfelf more than ever in the . profecu-
tion of the war.  But the Venetians having been highly dif-
fatisfied with the inadivity of the Spanifh fleet in the pre~
ceding fummer; and finding that after a trial of two years they
had, notwithflanding the victory of Lepanto, derived litde ad~
vantage from the war, to compenfate for the great expence which
it had coft them, they liened to propofals made them by the
Erench ambaffador, and through his interceffion concluded a fepa-
sate peace with the Sultan.

e pope and Don John exprefled their indignation againt the
Venetians on this occafion without referve. But Philip thovght
it bencath his dignity to difeover cither uncafinefs or refentment ;

and
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and when intelligence of the peace was brought him, he anfivered
coolly, that he had entered into the league at the defire of the fo-
vereign pontiff; and that, although the-Venerians had thought
proper to abandon it, he would fill employ his fleet and army as
before, for the atiainment of thofe important ends, the humbling
of the Infidels, and -the fecurity of Ch
which the confederacy had been formed.

endom, with a view to

AGRERABLY to this refolution, he fent orders to Don Joh, to
Doria, and the marquis of Santa Croce, to employ their utmoft
diligence in repairing and avgmenting the ficet, and to hold it
ready for entering upon acion in the fpring.  Thefe orders were
‘punéually exceuted.  Ulucsiali, with the Turkifh fleet, advanced
as far as Prevefa in Epirus.  But neither he nor the Spanifh com-
manders thought it expedient o try their force in a general en
gagement. At length Uluceiali, afier reinforcing the garrifons of
the maritime towne, difmiffed the corfairs who had come to his
afliftance, and about the end of fummer fet fil for Conflantinople.
After which Don John, agreeably to his inflructions from the
King, paffed over to Africa, with an intention to undertake the
redudtion of Tunis; carrying with him for this purpofe a fleet of
two thoufand fail, having twenty thoufand foot on board, befides
four hundred light horf, feven hunded pioncers, and & ume-
fous train of heavy artillery.

Tux1s was at this time in the hands of the Turke, commanded
by Heder Batha, whom Selim had lately fent to govern the town
and kingdom. Heder, feized with conflernation at the approach
of the Spanifh fleet, left Tunis with his troops and a great num-
ber of the inhabitants, and Don John took poffefion of the place,
without meeting with the falleft oppofition.

Mm2 ° Puiiip
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Prtrvte had inftruéted his brother, when he fent him on thi
expedition, to deftroy Tunis, and to firengthen the fortfications of
the ifle and fortrefs of Goletta . But inftead of complying with
thefe inftruétions, Don John refolved to fortfy the town more
frongly than ever; and haying lad the foundations of a new fort,
or citadel, he treated all the inhabitants who remained with lenity
and indulgence; and cagaged many of thofe who had fled, to re-
turn and fubmit to the Spanifh government ; after which he car-
ried back his fleet to Sicily.

He foon difcovered his intention in aing a part o con~
trary to the orders of the king. His fuccefs in an enter
prife in which the late emperor had failed, though cntirely
owing to the cowardice of the Turkifh governor, had jn-
flamed his ambition; and he had conceived the hopes that
his brother would be perfuaded to grant him the title and dig=
nity of king of Tunis, in compenfation for the fovercignty
of Greece, which he had prevented him from accepting. The
popey it is faid, had difapproved of Philip's refolution to demolifh
“Tunis ; and had fecretly encouraged Don John to venture upon
difobeying him; from an opinion that the ere@ing a chriftian
Kingdom in Barbary, would prove the moft efedhual means of cx-
ratcal flates, It s certain that Gregory warm!y
to confer upon his brother the foves of his
new conquell, and reprefented that all Chritendom, and :A'pcually
Spain and Taly, would from thence derive the moft fubfiantial
advantages.

PriLie was confeious that, notwithflanding his copious re-
foutces, it was beyond his power, while the war in the Nether~

Gotes, il
f he Spaserds evr face

il ko o by o Tl o bt
by the emperor Chles,
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e had defired the fortifications of Tunis to be difmantled, in or~
der to fave the expence of a numerous gartifon, which would be
neceffary for its defence.  He did not, however, exprefs great re-
fentment againft his brother for counterating his infiructions.
But when the pope interceded with him to confer the fovercignty
o0 Don John, he replied,  That, although no perfon could be
more fincerely concerned than himfelf, for his brother's honour
and interell; yet there was much ground to doubt, whether cither
the one or the other would be advanced by his complying with the
Pope's requell; and that e could not grant it, till he fhould
know whether he was able to maintain the acquifition that
ad been made, againt he formidable armament which the Siltan
was preparing for its recovery.” The prudence of this reply,
whether it did or did not proceed from fome erct motive of
Jealoufy againtt his brother, was fully jullified by the iflue.

259
Jaads (ub6fed, to effetuate the efablifbment of a new kingdom 3 0 0 %
in oppofiion to fo poteat an enemy as the Turkith Sultan: And v

IN the fummer following, Selim fent Ulucciali again® Tuni, 7y, st
ihe Grletn

with a fleet confifing of three hundred fhips, having about forty
thoufand troops on board, under the command of his fon-in-law T
Sinan Batha. The new fort which Don John had begun to
build, was not yet complete. Nor was the garifon which he
Bad lefe irong enough to hold out long againft o great a force.
Don John laboured with much zeal and ansicty in affeme
bling the Spanifh flect, with an intention to raife the fiege, but
he was detained for feveral weeks, firft in one harbour, and
afierwards in another, by tempetuous weather and contras
winds. ‘The Turks in the mean time being powerfully feconded
by many thoufand Moors, under the governor of Tripali and
the:
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50K the viceroy of Algiers, pufhed forward the operations at the fume
% time againft Tunis and the Goletta. The garrifons defended

T

themfelves long with the utmoft bravery ; but at laft they were
overpowered by numbers, and both the Goletta and the town
were taken by affault.

Dox Jorn was affedted in the moft fenfible manner by this
difafter 5 which fhewed him the folly of his late prefumption,
and extinguifhed thofe flatering hopes which he had long in-
dulged of ataining fome regal or fovereign eflablifhment. His
‘mortification on this oceafion was the greater, becaufe, after his moft
vigorous efforts, the Spanifh fleet was fill too weak to cnable
him to take vengeance on the enemy. Philip, for the fame reafon,
dreaded that the Turkifh commanders would purfue their con-
quefts, and cither attack his other poffeffions in Africa, or attempt
a defcent in Naples or Sicily ; and it is probable that his apprehen-
fions would have proved but too well founded, had not Selim
died about this time, and left his throne to his fon Amurath the
Third; who devoted the beginning of his reign to the atts of
peace .

 Prince Cantemiv Hf, of he Ottorsan empiee.  Antonio Herrer and Frreas o hoc
o, Misisns, &b i

THE
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URING the courfe of the tranfactions related in the pre= 5 6 o
book, a variety of important cvents happened in the _X-
]\clhcxl.mds, which require a more circumflantial narration.

T oppofing the prince of Orange and count Lewis of Naffin,
it was confefled cven by the duke of Alva's enemics, that he
alted with the moft confummate prudence; and if his conduct
afierwards had been equally prudent, he might, notwithflanding
the general odium which his tyranny had excited againft him,
have preferved the Netherlands in’ obedience to his authoriry.
Yor if fuch of the people as were difaffecled to his government
remained quiet while the prince of Orange was at hand to favour
their attempts, it cannot be fppofed that, after all their hopes of
affilance were extinguithed, they would have ever dared to dif-
pute his will. - And indeed the fpirits of this unhappy people, at

the
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BOOK the prefent period, feem o bave been f endrely broken, and
o their minds fo deeply impreffed with awe and terror, that nothing
could have infpired them with the courage which they afterwards
difplayed, but infolence and oppreffion carried to the moft enor-
mous height.

As foon as the army of the prince of Orange was difbanded,
Alva difiifled his German cavalry, and having diflributed the
greateft part of kis infantry into winter-quarters, he fet out him-
£l with the remainder for Bruffels; where, after a triumphant

e vaity
and e

e,

entry, he ordered his viGtory to be celebrated with-every fpecics
of rejoicing. " He then commanded a folemn thankfgiving for the
fuccefs which had attended his arms to be obferved through all
the provinces; and ordered a fatue of himfelf to be formed in
brafs, and medals to be firuck, which, while they ferved to per-
petuate the memory of his exploits, gave proof of a degree of
vanity and arrogance, which put his friends to the blufh, and
made the world unwilling to yicld him that praife which his vi-
gour and abilities wouldhave procured him " One of the firlt
a@ts

* Ta on of the medals e s seprefented. riding in 3 wumphal charior, with 8 Viery
ok i g comn s s e, oo e o, 1 i

ke ol cnged ot w.. by nd e e,
i o e hed =

7
o, wich

afirded  ll more iking proof of ks vanity and amogaace. I was the workmaotip of

Jockelng, s German ari, the mo celbraed faltor o the 2ge. The gorernor wa rpre-

gy o o e b ey bl o
i ‘which had been pret

e A Syl il

o
cicomam of the doke of A who's there (s to bave xingaited berey and rbelio,
o ddlroion; and ellored il o the Nether
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2dls of his adminiftration after his return to Bruffels, 'was to de- B oox

termine the fate of the prifoners whom he had taken during the
campaign;; and all fuch of them as were inhabitants of the Ne-
therlands were treated as rebels, and put to death,

e

T

A szaes aquiry was (et on foot, to diftover thofe who hady 11y g

cither by word or deed, whilft the war fubfifted, fhewn their in-
clinations favourable to the prince of Orange, And as the iffue
of the war had remained long uncertain, and fortune had fome~
times favoured one fide and fometimes another, many perfons had
unwarily given vent both to their hopes and to their fears ; litdle
fulpecting that they were to be called to fo rigorous an account
for unguarded expreffons, uttered among heir friends and neighe
bours, which were now imputed to them as the moft atrocious
erimes.  The people of the Low-Countries had long enjoyed the
privilege of not being tried by any judges, but thofe of the city
r difti& to which they belonged ; and no citizen could be pu to
death who had not confeffed his crime.  No regard was paid to
cither of thefe privileges. ~ Perfons of all ranks were hurtied from
the places of their refidence, and earried to fo great a diffance 2
‘made it impoffible for them to difprove the accufations brought
againft them, however groundlefs. Great numbers were feized
on bare fufpicion; many fuffered death on the fighteft evidence ;
Ids.This mosument of Alow'svnity we o b seeprble o te Kings i i
b of o smang i cncmic ¢ h cour of Spin ok te e ek
e Nighett reenmentad gt

e sppes fom Gros

ime theduke e fevra el selsions with
o he bty of the pres . bt they filed i remotio e pure
pofsfor whih they were i, snd ven the meory of tocn i (hon e by e
vileac of the meafures whichbe Aferwards prfud.

* Baeul, .86, Vin Loy el 335, Sy 33
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and others were harafied with profecutions, by which they were

*_ reduced to the utmoft poverty and diftrefs *

T iniquity and unrelenting cruelty exercifed by the fnquifi-
tors diffufed an univerfal terror over all the provinces. Not only
the proteftants, but likewife all who had ever fewn themelves
attached 1o the liberty of their country, faw, that nothing lefs
would fatisfy the governor than their utter ruin. It would not
avail them, they perccived, to conceal their fentiments, nor even
to difélaim,them ; fince many of thofe who had done fo, had been
‘punifhed with death and confifcation ; and had reccived no other
favour from the judges, but that of having fuffercd by the fivord
or halter, inflead of being committed to the flames. Determined:
by thefe confiderations, great numbers of both fexes abandoned
their habitations, and withdrew into forcign parts. We ought
not, perhaps, to believe what fome hiflorians relate,  that no lefs
than a hundred thoufand houfes were forfaken by the inhabit=
ants. Itis however certain, that feveral of the principal
were feafibly thinacr, and fome whole villages and fmaller towns
were rendered almoft defolate., Many 6f thofe who left the Ne-
therlands weat over to England, where they were well received

e e vl e i et e s i o i it
e warrsnts which

e s e of i sy

e e e 2o ghe i mach o
Cern, fsce i was happy for She mans fol tht hehad did i
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by Elizsbeth. And as in that country they cnjoyed the free exer-
cifeof their eligion, they fixed their refidence in it; and amply
rewarded the Englifh for the protection afforded them, by intro-
ducing among that people various branches of manufachure, with
which they had before been unacquainted.

Tue Low-Countries. fuffered: extremely from this emigration
of the inhabitants. - But the duke of Alva, far from being deterred
by this confideration from the profecution of His plany was at
Pains to prevent the return of the cxiles, and even prohibited
from returning all fch of their friends as had gone to vifit them,
by publifhiag an edit; fetting forth, that tiey Hould be confi-
dered as holding intercourfe with rebels, and fHould be liable to
the punifhment due to thofe who gave affifance to the enemies
of the king.

Tz governor's vanity was flattered about this time, by an e
bafly which came from the pope, to prefent him a confecrated
hat and fword.  This fort of prefent, which ufed to be beflowed
only upon princes, was conferred on the duke of Alva, as an il-
Inftrious defender of the popifh faith ; and it contributed to con-
firm Him in the purfuit of thofe fanguinary meafures,, which had
procured him fuch a diftinguithed honour,

Bur there was now almoft no occafion for employing meafures

275
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of this kind in kis government of the Netherlands. Al perfons ‘i

who had rendered themfelves obnosious to his difpleafure, had
cither been put to death, or had gone into a voluntary banifhment;
while thofe who remaficd had fhewn themfelves ready to yield an
implicit and entire obedieace to bis will.  The new bifhops, the
decrees of the council of Trent, the rites and ceremonies of the
Romifh church, were reccived and eflablifhed throughout all the
provinces.

Naz Tars
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Turs fuccefs of the duke of Alva’s arms and- counfels gave

2 great uneafinefs to fome of the neighbouring princes, and parti-

eD
sty or

4
Hoghiod:

St fizer

money -
Tonging o
Piip.
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cularly to the queen of England. That wife princefs had from
the beginning of her reign beheld with ansiety the growing power
of the Spanith monarchy. She knew how much Philip was in-
clined to difturb her government, and was fenfible of the advan-~
tage which the vicinity of his dominions in the Netherlands af-
forded him, for carrying any feheme which he might form againft
her into exceation; efpecially at the prefent period, when, inflead
of the limited prerogative which he had hitherto enjoyed in thefe
provinces, he had acquired an abfolute or defpotic power, and efla=
blifhed a military force, which was formidable to the ncighbonr-
ing nations, as well as to the people whom it had been employed
to fubdue. Prompted by thefe confiderations, Elizabeth had
granted her prote@tion to the Flemih exiles; and, if we may cre-
dit fome hiftorians, fhe had given fecret affilance in money to the.
prince of Orange. The fituation of her affairs at home, where
fhe was difquicted by the machinations of the partifans of the
queen of Scots, rendered it inexpedient for her to come toan open
‘breach with the Spanifh monarch ; but notwithftanding this, fhe
had refolved o lay hold of the firf proper opportunity that hould
oceur of countera@ing his defigns.

Ir was not long before an oceafion of this kind offered, which
fhe readily embraced. Some merchants of Genoa having cogaged to
tranfnit certain fums of money for Philip's ufe into the Netherlands,
had put four hundred thoufand crowns on board five fnall veffels,
which, being attacked on their way to Antwerp by privatcers be-
longing to the prince of Condé, were obliged to take fhelter in
the harbours of Plymouth and Southampton. ~ The Spanifh am-
baffador at the court of London immediately applicd for a fafe-

. condudt,
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condudt, that he might fend the money by the neareft way to the
Low-Countries; and at firlt Elizabeth feemed willing to grant his
requetts but afterwards fhe ordered the ambaflador to be told;
tha, as fhe underflood that the money was the property of the
Tralian merchants, fhe had refo
her own hands, and would take care that the owners fhould not
have any reafon to. complain. The ambaffador endeavoured to
make it appear, that the money belonged to the king his
mafter; and he was feconded: in his applications for it by let-
ters addrefled to the queen from the duke of Alva. Elizabeth
lent a deaf ear to i remonfirances, and difcovered plainly,
that fhe had refolved to keep the money. Alva was not
of atemper to bear patiently this infult, It was ever more
agreeable 10 his nature, to conquer difficultics, than to attempr,
by negociation, to clude them.  Withont regard to the treatics
fubfifting between the Englith and the Flemings, and without con~
fulting cither the States o council of the Netherlands, he ordered
all the Englith merchants at Antwerp to be ealt into prifon, and
their effedls to be confifcated. He did not confider, or he was not
moved by the confideration, that the Flemings had at that time
a much greater quantity of goods in England, than the Englify
poffefled in Flanders. Elizabeth had no reafon therefore to be
forry for what had happened: But fhe difpatched an ambaffador
to Philip, to complain of the injury done to her; and ot receiv~
ing fatisfation, fie proceeded. to make reprifals, and feized effedts,
belonging to Spanifh and Flemith merchants, by which Her fub=
je@s were more than compenfited for all the loffes which they
had fuflained in Flanders.  Alva came at laf to perceive his error,
and fent over Chriftopher Affonville to England, 10 negociate an
agreement with the queen.  Elizabeth, who took pleafire to

“ ‘mortify

ved to detain it for fome time in
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mortify the pride of Alva, refufed to admit Affonvillz into her

* . prefence, becaufe he had not credeatials from Philip. Alva, more

The taes o
e 100 d

0 pentis,

enraged than ever by this affcont, probibited the people in the
Low-Countrics from holding any commercial intercourfe with the
Englifh; but at laft, after various negociations, the matter was
adjufted by trcaty, and the trade put upon its former footing, ia
the year one thoufand five hundred and feventy-four %,

In the mean time Elizabeth gained her end, and did a moft
‘material prejudice to Philip’s intereft in the Netherlands. This
prejudice was. indeed st gt kiR R
accompanied' with more important confequences than fhe could
poffibly forefee. Great arrears were due to the Spanifh troops,
and Alva had contradted a confiderable debt by building citadels.
Philip's treafizry, although the richeft in Europe, was exhaufled
by the expenfive wars in which he had been engaged againft
the Turks and Moors ; nor could he at prefent afford the money
requifite for the maintenance of his forces in Flanders. ‘In this

fituation, the governor found it neceffary to have recourfe to the
Flemings, whom he believed to be fo thoroughly fubdued, that
they would not refufe to comply with any demand which he could
make upon them.

Tas abfurdity a0d folly, added to the oppreffion and tyran=
ny, into-which his arrogance, together with his ignorance of the
interefls of a commercial people, betrayed him on this oceafion,
may jullly be regarded as the chief caufe of all the diffculsics
which e afterwards encountered, and of all thofe aflonifhing
exertions which the. people made to free themfelves. from the

# Moo, pu e, Sunds, . agei Beiveglo . 85
Spanifh

VVA.BHSC



PHILIP Il. KING OF SPAIN.

279

Spanifh yoke. It may appear firprifing, that che impofing of 3 9.0 K

taxes, however burdenfome, fhould have wrought more power-
fully on their minds, than the cruel perfecutions which had been
exercifed with fuch uarelenting fary on account of religion. But
the reafon is obvious. 'The perfecutions extended only to a cer-
tain number of individuals; whereas the taxes affected all men
alike, and muft have proved the fource of univerfal and perpetual
oppreffion.

Tz people in the Low-Countries had in no period been ac-
ouflomed to be taxed by their princes.  The power of impofing
taxes belonged, by the confution and conflant pradtice, to the
aflembly of the States. And when the prince had occafion for
money, he had been accuflomed, from the carlieft fimes, o petie
tion the States for a fupply, which they cither granted or refufed,
2 they were fatisfied or difpleated with the reafons for de-
manding it. At certain. periods, and partiularly in the begin-
sing of the prefent reign, they had carried their jealoufy of this.
jmportant privilege o far, as to appoint commiffioners of their
oW to receive the mioney from the paople, and to fee it applied
1o the purpofes for which it had been granted. The duke of
Alva paid no greater regard 1o this than he had done to theic
other privileges.  He refolved by bis own authority, to cablith
taxes, fuficieat not oaly to fupply his prefent necefity, bt to
ferve as a perpetual fund for defrayiog all the expences of his.
government.

‘THE manner in which thefe taxes were impofed was not more
asbitzary, than the taxes themiclves were oppreffive.  They were
three in number. * The Rrft was a tax of one per cen, on all
goods, whether moveable or immoveable, The fecond, of twenty,

2 ren
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BOOK ger cont. to be paid annually, of all immoveable goods, or heri-

1565

Exciean
Al dion

tage. And the third, of ten per cent. of all moveable. goods, to
be paid on every file. It was ena@ed, that the ik of thele
taxes fhould be paid only once; but it was ordained, ‘that the
other two fhould continue as long as the public esigeacies fhould
require.

INTINATION was made of thefe demands, in the name of the
king, to an affembly of the States 5 and it is impofible to deferibe
the aflonifhment which they excited. The deputics knew not
‘what anfiver to return; and therefore defired time to confider of
the governor’s requilitions, and to tranfiit an account of them to
their conflituents.  They were received every where with grief
and indignation ; and there was nothing o be heard but the bit-
tereft lamentations over all the provinces.

I was not cnough, they complained, for the King to have
firipped the country, of infinite numbers of the people to have
filled the provinces with foreign foldiers, and to have wreathed
the yoke about the necks of the inhabitants, by garrifons and
citadels; but they mut likewife bear the charge of fupporting
thofe infleuments of their opprefon s and for this purpofe, jn-
fiead of the voluatary and moderate contributions which they
had been wont to pay under former princes, be loaded for ever
ith the moft violent and oppreflve taxes. Notwithftanding the
injuftice with which they had been treated from the beginning of
the governor's adminifiration, yet, during his contelt with the
princes of Nafau, they had semained unfhaken in their idelity
o the king, and even co-operated with his forces againt the
enemy 5 but it now appeared that their moft implacable enemy
wvas the king BimfIf; who feemed to defire nothing fo much, as

o
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1 seduce them o a fate of the moft wreshed faverys and in B Q.0 X
order to accomplifh an end fo cruel and inglorious, had fent
among them the duke of Alva, whofe condud® feemed rather as 37
i he had come to extirpate the inhabitants, than o govern or

proted them.  But they had already borae too much. It was

time to fhew that they had nat been infenfible of the treatment

which they had  reccived, and that they were not altogether une

worthy of their illutrious anceflors, to whofe witdom and valour

&hey were indebted for thofe invalusble privileges, of which the

King, and the odious inftruments of his tyranny, now wanted t

deprive them".

Witz he Sates found that the new taxes were f univerlly Opftenor
difigreeable to their confituents, they took courage, and repre= of e siich
fented their own fentiments concerning them to the governor.

They reminded him of the difurbsnces which had arifen from
an attempt to eflablfh the tax of the hundredth peany, in the
year one thoufand five hundred and ffty-fix ; whea perfons of all
rauks difeovered an_irteconclable averfion to it, not only on ac-
count of the exorbitancy of the tax itelf, but becaufe it reduced
them to the difagreeable neceficy of layiag open thelr private afs
faits. There was fill greater reafon, they obferved, for being
difftisfed with the other taxes ; and cfpecially that of the tenth
part of moveable goods, to be paid at cvery fale. This was not
only fuch a tax s had been never known in the Low-Countics,
but would prove a burdea which it would be utterly irpoffible to
fupport. It would amount, in many cafes, nearly to the value
of the commoities themfelves  fince the fame commodities were
often transferred from one. perfon to another, and from him to

* Betivogi, p. 82,/
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third, a fourth, a ifth, a fixth, before they camic into the hands
of the confumer.  In woollen manufaures this was unavoidable;
the wool was purchafed by ote fet of manufadhurers ; the yara by
anothers the cloth, before. it was dyed, by a third; then it was
fold to the merchant ; by him, to the retailer; and by the retailer
to his ‘coftomers for ufe; and thus the tax propofed would
amount to fix or feven tentbs of the full value of the commo-
dity. Several confequences, fatal to the profperity of the people,
swould enfue. - Foreigners would no longer. purchafe their manu-
fatures, becaufe they could not. fell them at the ufual prices,
The manufaturers and merchants would fly from a country where
they were fo gricvoully opprefled; and the Flemings would be
obliged to have recourfe to foreign nations for thofe cammodities
with which forcigners had hitherto been fupplied by them.
Thus the fources of their wealth would in a liule time be dried
up; and, as they would not have any manufadtures of their own,
fo they could not long poffefs the means of purchafing them from
others. To thefe. reafons they added another, taken from the
great expence and diffculty with which the colletion of the tax
propofed muft be attended. A multitude of tax-gatherers mult
be employed ; the people would il find it practicable, in num-
erlefs cafes, to_ elude the tax ; and the tranquillty of the pro-
vinees would be continually difturbed with altercations and dif*
putes.

In anfiver to this remonfirance, Alva, with much jguorance
and haughtinefs, replied, that nothing could convince him that
the taxes required would be fo oppreflive s had been reprefented 3
fince it was evident, that he demanded only one partof tea for tho
King, and left the remainiog parts to_ the people. That in his

v
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town of Alva in Spain, the fax of the tenth penny was aQually B RO

paid, and yiclded him an yearly rent of between forty and fifty
thoufund ducars. | That if flch a revenue as he expedted thould
arife from it in the Netherlands, he would deliver the people
from all their other taxes. That he had often heard the late e
peror eomplain of the difficulty of procuring money from his
fubjeds in the Low- Countries; and that, in order to obtain it,
he had been conflrainied to grant them privileges greatly prejudia
cial to his authority. But at prefent there was no room for re-
monflrances. Great arrears were due to his troops ; feveral new
forts mut be built without delay for the fecurity of the countey 3
money for thefe purpofes mult be immediately procured, and he
could not devife any more effeclual means of. raifing it, than the
taxes which were propofed 'y

Suet was the governor’s reply to the allembly of the Statess
but being fenfible of the difficulties which attended his plan, Tie
aid it before the council, and defired the counfellors to confider
of the moft effectual method of carrying it into execution, There
were fome of them, who, in order to_ ingratiate themfelves with
the duke, exhorted him to perfiftin his defign. And thefe men
advifed him to endeavour firft to gain over fuch of the provinces
as had diftinguifhed themfelves by their loyalty s faying, that their
example would foon be followed by the other proviaces, who
would dread incurring the imputation of difuffection.

BT moft of the counfellors were of a' contrary opinion, and
particularly the prefident Viglius ;  minifler of long cxperience
in the Netherlands, and of undoubted fidelity to the king. < The
‘objetions,” he faid, “ which had ‘been urged agaiolt the taxes
M, . 85,
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were unanfwerable ; for there was the wideft difference between
the kingdom of Spain, and the Low-Country proviaces. The
wealth of Spain confifled in the great extent of its territory and
the fertlity of its foil. Tt was divided from other kingdome,
either by inaceeffible mountains, or by the ocean. It was com-
plete within itelf, and independent of any connesion with othec
countrics. Whereas the Netherlands were of fuch finall extent,
2 to be utterly infufficient to fapport the inbabitants. They
were fituated in. the beart of Europe, and had fo many different
nations bordering upon them, that, if trade were difcouraged or
opprefleds the manufacturers and merchants could cafily, and
would certainly, traofplant themfelves, together with their arts,
1o the countries which lay around them. This confequence was
10 be dreaded from much lefs burdenfome impofitions than thofe
that were propofed ; which were fuch as had never taken place in
any commercial flte, and o which, he was confideat, the people
of tic Low-Countries would never be perfuaded to fubmit. 1
fpeak thus (continued he) prompted by a concern. for the utcreft
of the King, 25 well as by a regard to the profperity of the Ne-
therlands 3 for there is the greateft reafon to apprehend, that if
the governor fhall not depart from his refolution, trade will
foon be reduced fo low, that the people will be difabled from
furnifhing the fapplies requifite for the purpoles of govern-
ent®?

Tus fpeech of Viglius ferved rather to incenfe the duke of
Alva than to convince him.  Without regarding either the dig~
aity of the fpeaker, o the firength of his arguments, he voueh-
fafed to make no other anfiver, but that, long before this time;

® M Abbanes, p. 35, Banivoglo - 534
e
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e bad reflved upon the taxes in difpute and bad communicated 3 0.0 &
his refolution to the counts Barlaimont and Noircarmes, before \’«»‘J
e came into the Low-Countries, His purpofe was unalterably
fixed, and thofe who were friends to the king muft, without
any further altercation, exert their endeavouts to bring the States
10 2 compliance with his will.

WrEN the States found that the governor was cqually deaf to
the remonfirances of the prefident, as he had been to theirs,

“they began to dread the effe@ts of his difpleafure; and in order
to footh his refentment, they gave their confent to the tax of the
hundredth penny ; intreating him, at the fame.time, to pafs from
the other taxes, and reprefenting again, in the firongeft terms,
the ruinous confequences which would attend them.  But he was.
il as inexorable as evers although he condefcended on this oc-
cafion to make a-trial of fome fofter expedients, before he fhould
have recourfo to hofe of & more violent nature, which, ia cafe of
necellity, he was determined to employ.

Ix the beginning of the year one thoufind five hundred and
fixty-cight, Philip, with the advice of the inquifitors at Madrid,
had pronounced a general fentence againft his fubjeds in the Ne-
therlands, finding them obnosious to juflice, and depriving them
of ‘their fortunes, rights, and privileges. By this extraordinary
fentence, which, from the nature of it, was incapable of being
exccuted, he had kept this unhappy people in perpetual anxicty
but at laf, belicving their fpirits to be thoroughly fubdued, and
dreadiog the utter defolation of the provinces, he had refolved to
publith a general indemnity ; and, fome months before the pre=
fent. period, had tranfinitted it to the duke of Alva, together
with a confirmation of it by the pope.  The duke thought that

- be
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B.O.OK e could not publifh s indemity at a more fafonable juncture;
'._~ and he flattered himfeIf that it would ferve to conciliate the favour

How ve.
v,

of the people, and make it cafier for him to overeome their averfion.
to the taxes. It was firlt iade public in the city of Antwerps
sehere the governor, feated on a lofty throne, furrounded with
a degree of pomp which no former governor had aflumed, ordered.
it to be read in the prefence of a prodigious concou of people,
who had come from all quarters to hear it, full of the moft anxi-
ous expe@ation. It was afterwards printed and difperfed over
all the provinces.  But it was extremely ill-caleulated to promote
the purpofe defigned ; and was clogged with fuch 2 number of
exceptions, as tended rather to awaken the fears of the people,
than to allay or remove them.

Fronthe benefit of it were excluded, not only all the preachers -
of the reformed religion, but likewife al thofé who had ever lodged
or entertained them. in their houfes ; all who had been concerned
in breaking the images, o in viclating the monaflerics and
churches; all who had fubferibed the compromife, the petition of
the nobles, or any other fuch bond of aflociation; and laflly, all
thofe who had given affifance, or-hewn favour, by word, deed,
or writing, 10 the énemics of the king. Such were. the excep-
tions  that regarded individuals; and with refpeét to citics and
communities, it was declared, that if any of them fhould be
found to have been acceffory to the late diforders, on the pretence.
of maintaining their privileges, the king referved to himfIf the
power of punifbing or forgiving them, as he fhould judge cx-
pedicnt.

Ir is not furprizing that an at of indemnity fuch as. this,
fhould have failed to produce any falutary effeét, Perfons of all
ranks
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ranks were highly offended with that open declaration which it B ‘;{D x
contained, that they had forfeited their privileges.  There were

many who, although they themfelves had ever been zealoufly at-
tached to,the Casholic religion, were conneed by the moft en-
dearing tics with thofe who had forfuken it. Prompted by natural
affedion, gratitude, or humanity, they had done offices of kind-
nefs to their. friends and neighbours, for swhich they were now
made equally liable to punifhiment, as if they had been guilty of
the moft enormous crimes. Their minds therefore were thrown
into a greater ferment than ever ; and they were difpofed to regard
the pardon which had been proclaimed, rather as an infult added
o the injuries which they had receiveds  than as an ack of clo-
mency and mercy ",

“Tie- duke of Alva confidered it in a light extremely different;,
and foon afterwards refolved to make trial, whether it had pro-
duced the defired effec. . With this view he ordered the feveral
governors (0 inform the States of their refpedive provinces, that
the fituation of his affairs required an immediate and large fupply,
and that they muft proceed to. the raifing of the tax.of the tenth
penny, without any further remonflzance or delay.  With the dif-
ferent proviaces, however; he thought proper to employ very
different means of perfuafion.  As the inhabitants of Namur, Ac-
tois, and Flainault, had, from the beginning, been extremely fub-
‘miffive 1o bis will, he defired e counts Batlaimont and Noir:
‘carmes to acquaint them, that he wifled to obtain their confent
o the tas, more for an example of obedierice to the other pro-
vinces, than from any intention to levy it upon féem; who ad
deferved fo well of him by their ‘fidelity. But he delivered his

* Metre, p. 84, Beivoglio, p.
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orders in a much more peremptory tone to the other provinees.
He would take care, he fid, in levying the tax, to prevent the
confequences Wwhich they apprehended might arife from it and
swould abalifh it, if he found it hurtful to their trade. Tn the
mean time it was the will of the king that it thould be impofed.
The king had invefted him with power to exa& it; and he was
unalterably determined to employ that power for the purpofe for
which it had been conferred. He concluded with reminding
them of the guilt which they had contra@ed during the
late commotions ; and bid them” efteem it a happinefs that they
were now allowed to atone for their folly, by giving a part
of their fubflance, when the king might in juftice have feized
the whole

By thefe promifes and threats an affent was at Taft extorted ;
‘but it was given upon two conditions, that all the provinces, with-
out exception, fhould agree to the taxes; and that the governor
fhould, according to his promife, moderate them in fuch a man~
ner, that no prejudice could arife from them to the trade or ma=
nufaures of the Netherlands. The only provinces which re-
je@ed thefe conditions were thofe of Utrecht and Brabant. ~ And
the former of thefe difcovered, in the progrefs of this affair, a
firmnefs and intrepidity that deferves to be recorded.

Soox after the governor’s orders were communicated to the
States of Utrecht, they fent ambaffadors to reprefent, that having
taken his demand under their moft ferious confideration, they
swere unable to conceive how it could poffibly be granted. The
territory of Utrecht, they faid, was finall; the inland parts of
it were barren, and the other parts were preferved from the fury
of the waters at an immenfe expeace. Although they had but

Tately
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Jately become fubje€t to the houfe of Auftria, yet, in order to
naife the tributes impofed upon them by the late emperor and
the prefent king, they had been obliged to contract a very large
debt, which they had never been able to repay.  During the late
difturbances, they had fuffered more than the other provinces ;
their city had been forfaken by it moft induftrious inhabitants,
and their trade, which was never great, almoft annihilated. = But
as they knew the neceffity of the governor's affairs, and were
fenfible how much they had been indebted to him for refloring
twanquillity to the Netherlands, they were willing to affit him to
the utmoft extent of their ability, and would engage to pay him
yearly a hundred thoufand florins for fix years; provided they
‘were freed from all other burdens during that time.

Tiits offer the governor rejected with feorn and indignation.
The States then fent another embafy, to inform him, that they
had confidered fully of what they could afford; they had flattered
themflves that their offer would have met with a favourable ac-
ceptance ; they were confeious of having given the trongefl proof.
of an inclination to comply with his defire; but, whatever
fhould be the confequence, they muft now declare, that it was be-
yond their power to offer more., And in this declaration, the
prefidents of the five churches concurred; protefling, that they
could not agree to the taxes propofeds without incurring the cen
fure of excommunication, which was denounced in the pope’s
bull’, in cana Deminiy not only againtt thofe who impofed taxes
on the reveaues of the church, but againft thofe likewife who
fubmitied to them. But the governor paid no greater regard to
this protefiation of the ccclefiaflcs, than to the remonfirances of

bl by Pis V. smaa 1558,
Vou. L Pp the

VVA.BHSC



HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

the States, It provoked him exceedingly, to- meet with fuch obe
ftinate refiftance from fo inconfiderable a province as Utrecht.
He had threatened to employ force, and he notw refolved o put
his threat in excution.

H began with fending to the city of Utrecht a regiment of
infantry, confiting of two thoufand four hundred men; who,
befides exaing the fame number of florins a week for their pay,
lived at free quarters in the houfes of the inhabitants, and know=
ing the governor's defign in placing them there, indulged: them~
felves in every fpecies of outrage. He fummoned the magifirates.
of the city, and the States of the province, to appear before the
council of tumults, to anfwer for their condu® in. the year one
thoufand five hundred and fifty-fix, when: they ceded to the:
proteflants one of the churehes of the city for their religious af-
femblies. It did not avail them 10 allege in their defence, that
only a few individuals were concerned in this deed; that thefe
few had ated with the beft intention towards the king and the
catholic religion, and had made that coneefTion, of which the whole
city was now accufed, in order to prevent the moft unhappy con-
foquences, which would otherwife have arifen from the intem=
perate zeal of the reformers. Thefe defences made no imprefion
on the duke, or on the council.  And fentence was pafied with
ery Tiule hefitation, at the fame time againft the ceclefiaflics,
the nobles, and the feveral cities of the province. The ecclefi-
aftics were deprived of their right of voting in the afembly of
the States; the nobles were fiript of all their honours and im-
munities 5 the cities of Utrecht, Amersfort, Wyck, and Rhenen,
were declared to have forfeited their privileges; and, as Utrecht
wwas fuppofed to have been more particularly guilty, it was ‘en-

aed,
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aed, that all the ercitory and revenues belonging to the cty and 3 0,0 X
<corporations fhould be confifcated. .

T5re.

Tite States were fo far intimidated by this iniquitons fentence,
and dcir patience fo much exhaufied by the wpprefive rapacity
of the foldiers, that they were induced to raife the offer which
they had made of one hundred thoufind florins, (0 one hundred
and cighty thoufand. But neither what they had already fuffered,
nor what they dreaded from the governor's refentment, could in-
duce them to yield their confent to the taxes of the teath and
twenticth penny.

TH1s refolute condu@ of the people of Utrecht was attended
with the moft important confequences. It annulled the ob-
ligation under which the other States had come, when they
<onfented to the taxes, on condition that all the provinces fhould
concur; and it confirmed the people in their refolution frenuoufly
0 oppofe the levying of the taxes.

Ti& governor was aware how diffcult it would have been, in
their prefent temper, to carry his plan into immediate exceution 3
and although it does not appear that he ever catertained the re-
moteft thoughts of dropping it, yet, as his occafions for money
were extremely prefling, he called an affembly of the States to
Bruflels, and demanded, that, befides the hundredth penny, to
‘which they had formerly confeated”, they fhould, in place of the
other taxes, pay two millions of guilders yearly, for fix years.
‘The States endeavoured to make him fenfible of the exorbitancy
of this demand, but in vain, He gave them a month to* confider
of it; and at Jat, from their dread of his tyranny, they agreed

o0 bis requefl

© Thi amouneed 10 450,060 guldere,
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Thz prince of Orange was not an unconcerned fpedtator of
thefe tranfations. He had gone, as was mentioned before, ‘ap
the end of the year one thoufand five hundred and fixty-cight, to
join the proteflantsin France. He was prefent, and had a confi-
derable fhare in the feveral aGtions which paffed between the cal-
vinifts and catholics, at la Charité, Roch-la-ville, and Poitiers.
But being 00 deeply interefed in the affairs of the Netherlands
to remain long at fo great a diftance from them, he had lefc bi
brother count Lewis to command the German. forces in. France 3
and having returned in September one thoufand five hundred and
fixty-nine, to his county of Naffau in Germany, he had been em-
ployed for fome time in making preparations for trying his for-—
turic once more agaiaft the Spaniards.

1x Germany he reccived particular intelligence of every: thing
that had happened in the Low-Countries fince his departure,
He was informed how much the duke of Alva had increafed
{he hatred which the people entertained againtt his perfon and
government. He received the firongelt affurances of their
polition 1o sevolt; and was folicited by the catholics, as well
25 proteflants, by thofe who fill remained in the country, as well
26 thofe who had been forced to leave it, to take up arms in their
defence. But he had not forgotten the caufe of the failure of his
Seftattempt; and he refolved not to begin any military operations,
nor even to levy forces, tll he fhould be better provided than
formerly with the means of theirfupport.

Soow afier Alva’s arrival in the Netherlands, many of thofe
who had Icft the country on account of the perfecutions, had
united togetber, and fitted out a great number of armed velfels,
with which they feized all the Spanifh fhips which they could

meet
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meet with on the Flemifh or Englith coaft:  Thefe adventurers
had lately, through the violence of Alva’s adminiftration, received
& great increafe of number; and had been joined by many per-
fons of rank, who had acquired an aftendant over them. They
were all flrongly attached to- the prince of Orange, from whofe
wifdom alone they had any hopes of being reflored to their native
countzy 3 and they defired nothing fo much as that he would un-
dertake the dire@ion. of their affairs, They agreed therefore, as
foon as it was propofed by their leaders, to receive. commiffions

from him, and to pay a ffth part of the value of all their prizes.

to certain officers, to be appointed by him to receive it.
As their flect was greatly fuperior to-any which-the duke of
Alva poffefled, they did incredible mifchief to the Spanith, and
fometimes too to the Flemifh merchants ; and if their prizes had
Deen fold to advantage, the proportion which thiey allowed to the
‘prince of Orange would have amounted to a confiderable fum.

WiLLram had recourfe, at the fame time, to another method"

of improving his finances. He empowered. fome of the inferior.
nobility to grant. commiffions in. his name, . to. the -proteftant
Breachers, who went throughout the provinces in_difguife, and
‘procured contributions from all thofe who were difaffected either
10 the catholic religion or the Spanifh government. Thefe men
not only knew better to whom it was proper to apply, but, by
their piety and loquence, they had greater influence. over.the
people, than aay other perfons whom the prince could have em-
ployed. By their means oo, he acquired a thorough knowledge
of the diffofition of the people, and formed a correfpondence with
many of the principal inhabitants, which contributed inot a little
0.advance his views.  Thefe tranfations were carried.on chicfly

b
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BOO in Holland and Zealand, where the reformed relgion had made
r_z greater progrefs than in the fouthern provinces; and where, from
the nature and fieuation of the country, interfected by navigable
sivers, canals, and branches of the fea, the people dreaded lefs,

and were in eality lefs expofed to, the power of the Spaniards. It

was in thefe provinces, formed both by nature and art o be the feat

of liberty, that the prince of Orange had wifely refolved to make

his firlt attempt to gaia a i the Netherlands.  And, ac-

+ condingly, inigues were formed, and plans concerted, betweea
his agents and fome of the principal inhabitants, for delivering

the maritime towns into the hands of the proteftant exiles. At-
tempts were made to get polieion of Enchuyfen, and other cities

in North Holland; but from different caufes they proved abor-

tive at this time, and were laid afide till fortune fhould be more
propitious. The perfons concerned in_ them had litde reafon, it

may be thovght, to flatter themfelves with the opes of fecrecy 3

et fo univerfally odious was the Spanifh government become, to

the catholics as well as the reformers, that none, even of thofe

by whofe means the plots of the Orange party were defeated,
could refolve to give information of them to the governor. They

were averfe from gratifying 2 man whom they had fo much rea-
fon to deteft; and abhorred the thoughts of that cruclty, which
they knew would, in cafe of 2 difeovery, be exercifed againft the
guilty.
Gupieor  THE duke S8 kel Vst SN ontot ST
fefonsl  that palled; nor does it appear that he entertained the leaft fufpi-
cion of the machinations of His cnemies, till the taking of the
fort of Louveficin. This fort flands in the ifland called Bommel,
which is formed by the Macfe and the Waal ; and, though weak-
3y foriified, was of geeat importance on account of its ftution.
9 It
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e ws taken by furprfe at ihis time, by Herman de Ryter, ¢ 90,0 %
mative of Bois-le-Duc, who wifhed to-fignalize himfelf by fome ‘o
gallaot exploit in the fervice of the prince of Orange. He had "7
earried with him no more than fifty mén, and with this fmall

number he hoped to be able to defend the fort till his affo-

ciates fhould arrive, but unfortunately they were prevented

from advancing by fome unforefeen accident; and in the mean

time the fort was invefled: by a fuperior force, which had been

fent from Bois-le-Duc, by Roderigo de Toleds.  The befieged.
defended themfelves long the moft obflinate valour; but

they were at lalt overpowered by numbers, and De Ryter himfelf

was flain,

Tz duke of Alva was greatly alarmed by this event. He Toiin

sonfidered the caufe more than the cffe, and apprehended that o
this firl enterprize of his enemics, which had been o eafly fruf.
trated, would cie long be followed by other attempts in different
parts of the provinces. It excited in his fiery temper a degree
of rage and indignation equal to his anxiety. ‘And his refent=
ment was inflamed by the oppolition which the people had made
to his raifing the tax of the hundredth pennys clpecially in the
maridme provinces, where Tie hiad never been sble cither tolevy
that tax, or thei proportion of the two millions- of guilders,
which the General States had confented to pay him yearly. This.
appofition might have opencd his cyes, and fhewn him  the ne-
ceffity of embracing milder expedients than he had hitherto em=.
ployed ;. but inflead of! this, it ferved only to fix him in his fieft
purpofe of having ‘recourfe to open-force and vislence,. And he
was refolved, whatever fhould be the confequences, to «compel the.

 Mere, .56, Bendvgo . 372
people.
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50,0 % people fo fubmit, not only 10 the tax of the hundeedh peany, to

which the States had given their confent, but likewife to that of
the tenth and twentieth, to which they had refufed it'. - To give
a colour to_his condu@, he afferted in the council, that the States
had confented to the two latter taxes as well as the former.  Vig=
lius, and fome others of the counfellors, reminded him, that the
confent obtained had been granted upon a condition which did not
yet fubfift. But Alva was not in a temper of mind, at this time,
in which he could cither liften to_the truth, or bear with contra-
dition. ‘They were no better than rebels, he faid, who durft
affirm, that the States bad not confented.  The king's honour, as
well as his intereR, required, that the taxes fhould be levied with-
out delay ; and he would fuffer himfelf to be cut in pieces, rather
than allow the States to break the promife which they had given
him.

w5

il He accordingly iffued an edi@, requiring all the inhabitants
DCEEY of the Low-Countries to make immediate payment of the tenth
i and tweaticth, as well as of the hundredth penay, to the officers
appointed to receive them. - But, as he had promifed to moderate

the two former taxes in fuch a manner as to prevent the perni~

cious confequences. that were apprebended, an immunity from

the tenth penny was granted to foreign merchants, on the firft

fale of goods imported ; and they were permitted to export them

again, without paying this tax, provided the goods had not been
transferred from one perfon to another during their continuance

in the country. The fame immunity was likewife granted on

the firft fale of cattle, corn, and fruits, the produce of the Nether-

s,
* Benivogh, 5. 7.
Tasse
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Tiiese immunitics, whick the governor confidered as proofs 3 0,0 %
on his part of the greatett condefeenfion, had no effect towards _N
reconciling the people to the taxes, which they believed would, 'yne<~ e
natwithRanding (hefe conceffions, be attended with the ruin of §i5nel
their commeree and manufatuces.  Theit averfion to them, and
their refolution to oppofe the levying of them, were as firong as
ever. Tn many towns the people began, almoft as foon as the

€dit was publifhed, to feel a fearcity of the common neceflarics
of life. Provifions were not brought to market; nor did the
merchants expofe their goods to file as formerly . Thefe incon
veniences were felt in no place more than in Bruffels, where the
governor refided. There was an entire flagnation in that city of
every fpecies of commercial intercourfe.  Neither food nor drink
could be purchafed in it. The fhops and workhoufes were fhut
up. The lower fort of people were reduced to defpair ; and the
whole city was overwhelmed with grief and conflernation.

this firuation, Alva formed the barbarous 'refolution of Hasubuiy.
punmg to death, before their own  houfes, feventeen of the
‘principal inhabitants, His foldiers were under arms; the gibbets,
the ropes, and the executioners, were prepared 5 when happily,
only a few hours before the time fixed for the excoution, a mel-
fenger arcived with information that the exiles had made a defeent T,
on the ifland of Vorn, and got poffeffion of the Brille, B
ALva, thunderfiruck with this intelligence, recalled his bloody
orders ; and refolved, though with much  relu@tance, to fufpend
for a time the levying of the taxes, He was deeply fenfible of
the advantages which the exiles might derive from their acquifi-
tion of a place, which, on account of its fituation at the mouth

* Bentirogi, p. 87.

Vor.I. Qq of
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BQOK of a great river, and in the neighbourhood of many important

e
57

ies, hiad alsways been confidered as one of the chief keys of the
Netherlands. He knew likewife how. extremely difuffeled the:
‘people in the maritime provinces were to his perfon and govern-
ment; and he dreaded that other places would follow the example
of the Brille, and open their gates to the enemy.

He had the greater reafon to be unealy at this event,
as he had not exerted himfelf with proper vigour to pre-
veat it. He had negle@ted to form a nayal force fufficient
to contend with the exiles; and had thereby not only fuf-
fered the trade of the Netherlands to be ruined, but had left
his government almoft defencelefs on that fide, where, from the
nature of the power which the proteflant exiles pofleffed, it was
in the greateft danger of being attacked. He had not even put
garrifons into the cities that were moft expafed ; but, at the yery
time when the exiles were hovering on the coaft, kept a nume-
rous (body of troops quartered in Utrecht 3 which, if they had
been diftributed among the fea-coalt towns, might have bafled all
the attempts of the enemy. Of this fupine negligence, in a per-
fon of fo great vigour and abilities as Alva, no account can be
given, but the extreme contempt in which he held the proteftant
exiles 5 whom he confidered a8 it only (o exercife ‘piracy upon
merchant fhips, but utterly incapable of condugting any import-
ant enterprife.

Bur although he had not taken the neceffary precaution (0 fe-
cure himfelf againfl their attempts, he had not been altogether in-
attentive to their motions. He had complained to the qaeen of
England, of her permitting them to fell openly in her dominions,
the goods of which they had robbed:the fubje@ts of the king his

mafter,
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mafler. * This' was in cffe@t giving affflance, he fiid, to the
King’s rebellious fubjects, and was & violation of the freaties
which fablifted between the Spanifh arid Englith crowns.  Elizac
beth was fecretly a fricud to the Flemifh exiles ; and the had Title
seafon, and as litle inclination, to gratify the defires of Philip, or
the duke of Alva. ~ She knew that, for fome time pafl, they had
maintained a correfpondence with her catholic fibjedls, and had
ufed their endeavours to difturb her government. But fhe did
ot judge it proper at his time to come to an open rupture with
Philip.  She thercfore complied with Alva's requeft; orderéd all
fhips belonging to fuch of the inhabitants of the Low-Countrics,
a8 had withdrawn their alegiance from the king of Spain; to leave.
her harbours; and forbade her fubjedls to furnifh them with hele
ter or provifions.

Tats unlooked-for complaifance of Elizabeth, which was mat-
ter of great triumph to the duke of Alva, and of equal mortifica-
tion to the exiles, was attended, in the iflue; with confequences
very different from thofe which were. expe@ted. Tt reduced the
exiles to defpair; and as they were now thrown off by the oaly.
forcign power from which they had received prote@lion, they re-
folyed, i, poffible, to acquire poflfion of fome place of firengthy
in their native couatry, Having with this view afembled at Do-
ver, they fet fail with tweaty-five fhips, unde William de
Lumey count de la Marck, who held the chicf command among,
them, by commiffion from thesprince of Orange.  In heir voyage
they had the good fortune, to meet with two Spanith veflels
richly laden, which was no finall confolation to them in their pre-
fent forlorn fitwation, - They intended to have made an attempt.
upon Enchuyfen, in North Holland;; but' the wind being. cont

trary,

UVYA.BHSC

500%



BOOK
X

T

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

trary, they were obliged to put into the Maefe, where they caft
anchor before the town of Brille, on the firft of April one thou-
fand five hundred and feventy-two. The count De la Marck im-
mediately landed his troops, and fent a meflenger 1 fummon
the inbabitants, in the name of the prince of Orange, to furrender,
But as they hefitated for fome time what anfwer they fhould re-
turn, he began to fufpect that they were preparing to mnake refit-
ance, and therefore ordered the gate on the orth fide to be burne
down.'This was done agcordingly ; and he entered, and took pof~
feffion of the town without oppofition, at the head of only two
hundred and fifty men.

80 accidental and fo eafly accomplifhed was the firt event of
that war, which rendered the Netherlands a fcene of horror and
devaftation for more than thirty years; but which, whilftit proved
the fource, on many occafions, of extreme diflrefs to the people,
called forth an exertion of virtue, fpirit, and intrepidity, which
feldom occurs in the annals of hiftory. Never was there a more
unequal conteft than this which was now begun between the in-
habitants of the Low-Countries and the Spanith monarch ; and
never was the iffue of any difpute more contrary 1o what the
partis had reafon to expedt.  On the one fide, a people, confifi
ing chiefly of manufalturers and merchants, inhabiting a country
of fmall extent, and already much exhaufled by a long continucdt
cxercife of tyranny and oppreffion ; on the other, the richeft
‘monarch of the age, who was mafter of the moft numerous and
beft difciplined forces, commanded by generals diftinguifhed
above their cotemporaries by their confummate fkill in the art
of war. Nothing but defpair could have made the people of the
Low-Conntries enter the lifts with an adverfary fo much fuperior
to them.  And it could hardly be fuppofed that they would not

s be
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be quickly overwhelmed.  But, from the fequel i’ will appear, B .0 %
how rafh it s 1o conclude with confidence, that becaufe an event v
ds improbable, therefore it will not happen. i

O the next day, afier the proteflants had made themfelves
maters of the Brille, they began to convey their booty on board
their fhips, with the defign of proceeding on their voyage to
Welt ¥riclland; but one of their number,  native of the place ©,
Baving reprefented that they could not reafonably expet to find
a more commodious fettlement elfewhere, the count de la Marck,
and all the reft entered readily iuto this opinion 3 aud they re-
folved without delay to.fortify the town with the cannon belong-
ing to the flect.

THEY had ot time to put themfélves into a: poftire of dé= s o
fence, when the count de Boffut, to whom the duke of Alva had ;;'r;;j;v
given orders 1 attack them, arrived i the ifland with a body of 5
Spanifh troops, colle@ed from: Utrecht and other places in the
bourhood: - The count de Ta- Marck, whofe forces were much
inferior in number to the enemy, remained within the town, with
a refolution to defend it to the laft.  The Spaniards advanced to
the walls, and began to batter them with their artillery ; \vhcn
one of the town(men leapt into a cansl, and {wimming
way till he came to a fluice, which Boflut had negle@ed to fecn(e.
he broke it down, and let fn fuch a quantity of water, that, in
afew Hours, a great part of the country was overflowed. This
did not deter Boffut from the profecution. of his enterprife ; al-
though it obliged him to remove his forces to the fouth fide of
the town, where the ground which led to the principal gate was.

© Trelerg, " Goermor of Hotied,
Il
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fill uncovered by the water. La Marck had planted there his
heaviet cannon; and the Spaniards had litde profpect of being
able fo carry their point foon. In the mean time, two of the
Doldelt leaders of the exiles fallied out with a part of the foldicrs
from she oppolite gate, and marehing along the dykes to the place
~where Boffut had left his thips, they burnt fome of them, funk
‘others, fe the reft adrift, and then retrned fafe to the city.
When the Spaniards were advertifed of this difafler, and perceived
the water round them rifing higgher and higher, they were flruck
with a fudden panic, and betook themfelves with the utmoft pre-
cipitation to the fhore. Moft of them made their efeape to the
‘oppofite coaft in fome veflels, which the enemy had not time either
10 let loofe or to deftroy; and others, by fwimming till they
reached the fhips that had been fet adrift; while a confiderable.
number was fwallowed up in the mud and water. Had they been
purfued by the enemy, ‘they muft all have perithed. ~ But La
Marck, who was doubtfil of the affeetions of the citizens, thought
it dangerous to quit the town, Tefl they fhould fhut the gates, and
turn bis own artillery againft him.

Fros this fuccefs, the protefiants derived an inereafe both of
frength and courage. * The citizens declared openly in thei
favour, and they were immediately joined by numbers who
flocked t0 them from all parts of the ifland. The names of the
inhabitants were regiftered ; and they all fivore alegisnce to the
piince of Orange, as the only legal governor of Holland; engag-
ing to defend the town and ifland in is name, and that of he
King, againft the duke of Alva and the Spaniards *.

Tuem
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T example quickly diffufed the fpirit by which they were 30,0 K
a@uated, and ferved as a fignal of revolt to other places. OF this —
the count De Boffut foon received a convincing proof. Having "
with great difficulty paffed over from Vorn to Beyerland, e led
his troops towards Dort, where he intended to refreth them after
the fatigue which they had undergone. But the inhabitants hav-
ing heard of his repulfe-at Brille, and dreading, that he might
compel them to pay the taxes, they refolved, whatever fhould be
the confequence, to refufe him admittance into the city.  As he
was not in a condition to employ force, he marched diredly ta
Rotterdam.

THERE (00 he found the people equally averfe to the ad= Bofmvsmar
miffion of the Spaniards; but after affuring the magiftrates that L0
he meant only to lead them through the town, and not to lodge Rtdaon
them in it, he perfuaded them to fuffer the feveral companies to
pafs through i, one by one.  The magiftrates had reafon quickly
0 repeat of this concelfion. - No fooncr had the firfl company en~
tered: the city, than Boffut, without ‘regard to his' engagement;
ordered them to keep- the gates open, till the other.companies
fhould arrive. The citizens reproached. him with his treachery
and attempted to fhut the gates by force. He had hitherto heen.

Deld in efteem for his moderation ; but, being chagrined on this d
occafion, by the miftarriage of his attempt againft the proteRants
in Brille, and incenfed by the affront which had been offercd him,
firft by. the people of Dort, and fince by thofe of Rotterdam, he:
. endesvoued ke bee efape From the T b iy v e
i i, v e el contmelns w20 e o o dhy
“The cxes wre 10 mch nmed by e s esman b ey thentiis Fod
e, o ditingihBewcen th naaceok 3o e iy, o o e b s s
o bumsiy, o of . elian fr which ey profehd uh rdes st Having e
weied o wild b by e Gaeie thy Bad o bcome oy st i plece vy
g ta el e vy
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refolved to wreck his vengeance upon the latter, and thewed his
foldiers what he withed them to do, by killing with his own
hand one of the citizens, who was endeavouring to fhut the gate.
His troops, esger to follow this example, drew thelr fwords, at-
tacked the city-guards, flew fome of them, and drove the reft out
of the city; then giving a loofe o their fury, they fpread them-
felves over the town, and butchered more: than three hundred. of
the inhabitants ',

Tirs fhocking deed was o lefs impolitic, than it was favage
and barbarous ; and added fuel to that flame which Boffut, as go-
vernor of the province, ought to have been at the utmoft pains to
extinguifh. It required but litde difeernment to perceive the ne-
ecflity of employing the mildell expedients with the maritime pro-
vinces. There were no citadels or Spanifh garrifons in the towns
of thefe provinces. The foldiers who had been quartered in
them, had been drawn off at differcat times, for the punifiment
of the people of Utrecht. The fituation of moft of the towns,
furrounded by the fea, or by the rivers and canals, rendered it
extremely difficult to befiege them; and the proteflants, who could
have eafy accefs by water 1o every part of the country, were
greatly fuperior to the Spaniards in naval force. The people were
not ignorant of thefe advantages; and they refolved to avail
themfelves of them on the prefent occafion.  The maffacre at Rot-
terdam made them regard Boffut and the Spaniards with horror;
and even thofe who withed to maintain their allegiance to the king
of Spain, were determined to guard againfl the entrance of his
troops within their walls, with the fame vigilance which ey
would have employed againft an open foe.

© Meurfi Aviscs, p. 75, Beatireglio, p. o1,
Tass
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Tas fpirit appearcd firft at Flufhing; which, on account of ‘B o008
its fituation near the mouth of the Scheld, has long been reckoned \—-«,-‘l
one of the mofimprianttowns in the Nethersnds. Amang e odls
laft inftructions which the emperor delivered to his fon, when he W=
refigned his dominions, he advifed him to make this place an ob-
jek of his particular care, and to fpare no expence to fecure it
againft the attempts of his enemics. = Alva had not beffosed that
attention on it, which a place of fo much confequence deferved.

He had weakened the garrifon, by ordering all of them but eighty

‘Walloon foldiers, to take up their quarters in Utrecht. The lofs

of the Brille, which was owiog to the fame caufe, had made him

fenfible of his error, e now therefore refolved to finifh a cita-

del at Fluthing, of which he had laid the foundation fome time

before; and with this view he ordered eight companies of Spa-

niards to go there, under the command of an experienced officer.

The citizens beheld the chains which were thus forging for them,

with deep cancern. They dreaded the confequences which might

arife to their trade.  They were not entirely free from appre-
beofions of being treated in the fime manaer as the people of

Utrecht and Rotterdam.  They doubted not that, fooner or later,

the garrifon, which was about to be flationed in the town, would

be employed to compel them to make paymeat of the taxes; and

they were emboldened by the fuccefs of the protefants.in he ifle

of Vorn. - While their minds were in this agitation, therg arrived

among them fome partifuns of the prince of Orange, whn

ome on purpofe to exhort them to afect heir liberty,  Infliga
by thefe men, the populace ran to arms, and obliged the ::sb\e
remains of the garrifon to quit the city.

O the next day, the Spanifh forces arrivd in.the hacbour.
The people were affembled in the fixeets, and upon the walls; and
Voi. L Rr were
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B ° O K ere flill in fome meafure unrefolved as to their future condud.
‘_,._' The proteftants, and other friends of the prince of Orange, re-
57" monfirated to them on the abfurdity of hefitating, after they had
begun hoftilities. By expelling the garrifon,” cried one of
them,  you have already done what the Spaniards will undoubt-
edly interpret tobe high treafon againft their king. Confider well
to whofe mercy you expofe yourfelves. Remember the fate of
the counts Horn and Egmont, and confider whether either your
‘merit or your innocence has equalled theirs.”  The proteflants
employed another method to imprefs the minds of the vulgar.
They caufed proclamation to be made by found of trumpet, that
the Spanifh garrifon was at hand, and that all the citizens muft
hold their effects, their wives and daughters, in readinefs for

their ufe .

‘WHEN men are balancing between contrary refolutions, the
fmalleft weight is fufficient fometimes to turn the feale. A man
in liquor, who had mingled with the crowd, offered for a fmall
reward to fire one of the great guns upon the Spaniards; and he
did it accordingly, on receiving three guilders from one of the
proteflants who flood near him. From that inflant, the people
were fixed in their purpofe. The Spaniards, aftonifhed at their
seception, and uterly unprepared to employ force, let flip their
cables, and failed for Middleburg.

I that city refided Anthony de Burgoine, lord of Wackend,
the governor of the province ; who, as foon as he was informed
of what had happened, fet out for Flufhing, and on his arrival
there, having called together all the inhabitants into the moft
public part of the town, he employed every argument addreffed
to their hopes and fears, to perfuade them to rewrn to their alle-

giance,
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giance. But they could not liften now to any thing but the paffions
by which they were inflamed.  Their abhorrence of the Spanifh
{yraony was now wrought up to the greateft height; and tho
governor, apprehen(ive of danger from their uabridled fury, im-
‘mediately left the town:

S0oN after his departure they pulled up the foundations of
the new citadel, and drove out the perfons to whom the charge of
building it had been committed. In a few days afterwards they
gave a fll fronger proof of their refolution never to return une
dex the Spanith government.  Don Pedro Pacheco, who had beea
appointed governor of Fluthing, having been detained fome days
behind the troops, was ignorant of what had pafféd, and entered
the harbour under a belief that his foldiers were in the town to
receive him. The people ran to arme, and having feized and
Plundered his fhip, they cat him and his attendants inta prifon.
Among papers which were found in his poffefion, it is (id, that
they met with evidence of his having come with a defign to ex-
ercife in Fluthing the wonted tyranay of the Spaniards ; and this
difeovery, added to the circumftance of his being nearly related.
0 the duke of Alva, prompted them to form the barbarots rofu
lution of putting them to death. He offered to pay them a rich
xanfom for his lfe, and o remain theic prifoner; but they re.
je€ted his propofal. - He then begged that they would relpect the
nobility of his birth, and put him to death by'the fvord, rathég
than by the halter. Even this requeft was ' denied Him, Their
minds/were grown favage, from the bloody fencs which had of
late been fo often acted before them ; and they'rejoiced in' the
opportunity which they poffefed f wrecking theie vengeartce da
ithe duke of Alva, by inflicting a difgraceful punifiment o’ his
Kinfiman,
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Tirey were aware of the confequences with which this con=
u@, fo violent and hoftle, muft be attended; and, as they knew
that it would quiekly draw upon them the whole weight of the
governor' refentment, they omitted nothiog in their power to fe-
curc themfelves againft it. They laboured inceffantly to firength-
en their fortifications.  They imported privately from Antwerp,
ammunition and provifions, which they 1aid up in flore; and
they applied to the prince of Orange, and to the proteflants in
France and England, for affitance. Some troops were immedi-
ately fent them from France, by count Lewis of Naffau; and
five hundred Flemifh exiles came from England, who were foon
afterwards followed by two hundred Scotch and Englifh volon-
tcers, under the command of two adventurers, Morgan and
Balfour, Their flect received an augmentation where they did
not expeét it. The duke of Alva having, fome months before,
ftted out a number of vellels to cruife upon the coafl the com-
manders of thefe velels now declared in favour of the party
which they had hitherto oppofed ; and, fetting fil from Flufh-
ings inlifted under the banners of the count de Tferart to whom
the prince of Orange had given the chief command of all the
forces in the province.

TserART foon found himfelf poffefed of fuficient fircngth, not
only to defend Flufbing, but likewife to auempt the redudtion of
the other towns in Zealand. With moft of thefe towns, therc
swas very litle occafion for employing force. The inhabitants of
CGampyere, Armuyden, and. fome other places, were no lef in-
ined to revolt than the people of Flufhing ; and in a few days
the whole province, cxcept Middleburgh and the cafile of Ram-
snckins, declared againft the Spanifh government, and received.
‘garrifons from Tierart.

i
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« In Middichurg too, the greateRt part of the inhabitants would
gladly have followed the example of the other towns but they
avere over-awed by the garrifon. Tferart laid ficge to this city,
and expected foon to have got poffeffion of it.  The garrifon was
weak, and as the exiles were maflers at fea, he hoped, by their
means, to_ intercept any reinforcement which might be feat
from the contineat. 'The duke of Alva was fenfible of the great
importance of the place, and refolved, if poffible, to relieve it.
Tor this purpofe, he ordered Sancio D'Avila, one of his braveft
oficers, o carry thithér a thoufand fele@t foldiers, partly Wal-
Toous and partly Spaniards, whom he mingled together, as he did
on many occafions afterwards, that he might the more cffeQually
excite their emulation ;. and to thefe a great number of officers
and perfons of rank joined as volunteers, that they might par-
take of the glory of fo dangerous an enterprife..

D*AviLa lefe Bergen-op-zoom in the end of April; and had a:
profperous navigation down the Scheld. He was defirous to land
his troops on the neareft part of the iland, as from thence e
would have hiad the fhortelt march to Middleburg. - But the ene-
my baviog received intelligence of his defign, had drawn to-
gether a powerful flect to oppofe him.  He was obliged. therefore
® keep out to fea onthe north fide of the ifland, a0d o fetch a
compafs round, il he came (0 that pat of i¢ which s wafhed by
the ocean. The landing there was difficult by reafon of the flats
and fhallows, which made it neceflary for him to march a great:
way i the water ; but, aa he met with 0o oppofition from the.
enemy, he at laft brought bis men all 3fc on fhore.  Then hav-
ing immediately fet out with a chofen band, to examine the

fituation of the enemy, and having found that, trulling to the-
fleet, they had taken no precaution for their defence, he ordered

5 all
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BOOK all his forces to advance. They ran forward to the attack with
2= the utmoft impetuofity. ' 'The befiegers were overwhelmed with
BT afonithment.  The garrifon at the fame time fallied out upon
naity  them from the city.  They abandoned their trenches almoft with-
DA ot refiftance ; and being hemmed in on every fide, all of them,
except a few, who efeaped to Tlufhing and Campvere; were put to

the fword .

T thris manner was the fiege of Middleburg raifed. But as the
proteftants fill retained their fuperiority at fea, they hoped, that
by furrounding the. ifland with their fhips, and intercepting the
fypplies which might be fent to it, they fhould foon be able to
compel the garrifon to furrender. Their fleet confifted of no lefs
\l.\.m one 1\undrcd and fifty armed veffels, manned with failors

uch more expert than any whom the duke of Alva
iz procure.  Their maritime enterprifes were for this realon
almoft always atteaded with fuccefs, and they did incredible mif-
chief to_ the Spaniards at fea; while at land, having only raw.
t700ps (0 0ppofe to regular and well-difeiplined forces, they were
feldom able to Jook them in the face,

Sweeofthe AT this time, when the fea was covered with their thips, and
Joles i almoft every entrance to the ports of the Low-Couniries blocked
up, the duke of Medina-cael arrived upon the coalt, This noble-
man had been fent by Philip to fuccéed the duke of Alva, who,
on account of his healdh, had applied for liberty to return to
Spain.  Medina-coeli had brought with him iy fhips, having
two thoufand Spanifh foldiers on board ; but as he knew nothing
of the late tranfations in the maritime provinces, and had no
fufpicion that the proteflants poffeed fuch a confiderable naval

+ Bessieogle i o3
force,
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foree, he fll unawares into the midt of their fleet.  Tweaty- B
five of the largeft of his fhips were taken. Some of them
efeaped to Rammekins and Middleburg, and he himfelf got with
difficulty into Sluys, in Flanders. The exiles found on board the
thips which they took, two hundred thoufand guilders in fpecie ;
and the thips, with the effects which they contained, were valued

at five hundred thoufand.

THEIR next fuccefs was in‘an’ attack tipon a fieet of ‘twenty
fhips, which the duke of Alva intended to fend to Middleburg,
‘with troops, ordaance, pikes, and gunpowder, for the ufe of the
gartifon. . The exiles atiacked thefe hips before they had left the
‘harbour, and having taken them all, they carricd them, together
with the military flores, to Fluthing,

AnoTnzx fleet, fitted out for the fame purpofe at Sluys, was
equally unfortunate.  The' Zealanders being ‘informed by their
partifans of the deftination of his fleet, ‘and of the time fixed for
its| departure, took three fhips, in the fhort run betwixt Slays
and the ifle of Walchern, and had the coutage to purfue the reft
into the harbour of Rammekins, where, notwithftanding the fire
of the garrifon, they. took fome, aad burnt the reft.

THEY were not fo fuccefsful in their next adventure. It had
been the chief objet of their defire for fome time, to make them-
felves mafters of Middleburg ; becaufe, while that city remained
in the hands of the Spaniards, the whole ifland was fubjec to
perpetual alarms. They had; as we have juft now feen, defeated
feversl attempts which the duke of Alva made to introduce fup-
plies, and now the town of Tergocs was the oaly channel by

* Mo Aurscs, p: 88,
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which they could be conveyed. Tergoes is the capital of South

veland, and was defended at this time by a garrifon of eight
hundred Walloons and Spaniards, under the command of Ifidore
Pachieco, a Spanith officer.

To this town Tlerart, general of the Zealanders, had, fome time
affer his repulfe from Middleburg, 1aid fiege; but upon a falfe
report of the approach of the Spaniards, he had haftly raifed the
fiege, and left the ifland.  He now returned 0 if, with an army
of near eight thoufand men, moft of whom were German, Freach,
and Englifh proteftants.

As the ganifon was no match in the field for fo great a force,
"Fferart had landed in the ifland withoat oppofition, and, having
immediately invefled the town, he prefled forward the fiege with
great vigour. The befieged made feveral brifk fillis to retard
his; approach ; but notwithflanding their moft vigorous efforts,
Tferart had opened his batteries, and made fome breaches in the
wall.  The fiege had Jated for feveral weeks, and Pacheco began
to perceive that it would not be poffible for him to hold out much
longer,

OF this he had given early notice to the duke of Alvas nor
was the duke lefs intent upon relieving him, than he had reafon
t0 expet. The diftinguithed bravery of the garsifon‘and their
commander; the reproach which would accompany the fuffering
them to fall a prey to the enemy ; aboveall, the great impore-
ance of the place, the lofs of which would draw after it that of
Middleburg, and the whole province of Zealand ; thefe confidera-
tions excited all the governor's attention, and determined him to
apply with ardour to prepare the fuccour which Pacheco had
folicted,  He ordered deveral regiments-of his beft troops to

affemble
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aflemble from different quarters at Bergen-op-zoom, from whence
there is a fhort run down the Scheld to Beveland. He likewife
fent thither a fufficient number of tranfports with flores of am~
munition and provifions ; and appointed D'Avila and Mondra-
£0ne” to condudt them 10 the garrifon of Tergoes.

Tiizer men cxerted themfelves flrenuoufly in the execution
of the trult that was committed to them 3 and attempred feveral
times 1o force their way through the enemy's flect. But the
Zealanders watched their motions [0 attentively, were o much
more expert in filing, and poffefied a naval force fo much fupe-
ior o theire, that all their attempts were: bafled; and, to fave
their fhips from being funk, they were frequently obliged to

return, without being able to effetuate their purpofe. D'Avila
once flattered himIf that he had difcovered an expedient that
would prove fuccefiful. He planted batteries of cannon along
the banks of the Scheld; hoping to keep the cnemy at a
diftance from the fhore, and thus to give Mondragone, with the
troops, an opportunity of paffing. But the event did not an-
fiver his expeQation. The banks were wer, and did not al
low of his coming near enough to annoy the cnemy.

Tue Spanifh general began to defpair of being able to execute
their defign, when Plumart, a native of the province, but zeal-
oully aached to the Spanifh interel, propofed another method
of tanfporting the forces, which at firt appeared impractcable,
although it was afterwards embraced. In order to form a clear
wonception of Plumast’s propofal, it is necelfary to attend to the

* T of b mofl expercnced offcer.
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ftuation of the country, and the change which fome years before
it hiad undergone. The ifle of South Beveland, to which the
Spanifh general found it fo difficult to tranfport their troops, is
only feven miles diftant from a traét of land, to which they could
have had eafy accefs. from Bergen-op-zoom. This tral of land,
which is divided from Brabant by the Eafler Scheld, and from
Flanders by the Hondt, or Wefler Scheld, was once a part of Beve-
land, and was feparated from it by a dreadful inundation in
the year one thoufand five hundred and thirty-two; when the
fea broke down the dykes, and burft violendly acrofs the ifland,
cutting off from it the corner which lay aeareft to Brabant, and
covering it from north to fouth, that is, from the Eafter to the
Welter Scheld, with water, which the inhabitants were never able
10 excludes The fpace overflowed was, at the narrowefl, feven
Trslian miles broad. It could notbe croffed in boats even at high-
water, by reafon of the flats and fhallows ; and at low water it
was thought unfordable, on account of the miry botom, and the.
hannels of feveral rivulets, which many perfons fill remembered
to have feen in it, before it was overflowed.

17 was there, however, that Plumart thought it pradticable for
the troops to pafs over on foot, to the relief of the gar-
sifon of Tergoes 3 and he offercd to lead the way, and conduét
them in their paffage. The cheraer of the man, whofe pru-
dence and fidelity were well-known to the commanders, was the
only cireumfance that prevenied them from regarding his pro-
pofal as chimerical. No perfon had ever attempted to pafs that
\way before. They themfelves were unacquainted with the face
of the country before the inundation. They only knew the length
of fpace over which the troops muft pafs; and no troops, they be-

lieved,
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Jieved, would be able o fupport the fatigue of fo long & march in 3 Q.0 X
ater and perhaps 0 in mud and clay, - Befdes, that, by aci- vy
dents which could not be forefeen, they might be retarded in theic i
paflage, til they were overtaken by the rifing tide, and buried in

the waves; and, even although this fhould not happen, yet the

enemy might be apprifed of their defign, and be ready to fall

upon them, a5 foon as they fhould reach the land.

PLUMART was not difcouraged by thefe objedlions. He de-
fired that no mention might be made of this propofl, €l he
fould know with certainty whether there was not in reality fuch
aford as he imagined. He then went to make the trial, accome.
panied by two Spaniards, and a peafant who was well acquainted
with the face of the country before the inundation. He found
the ford which he fought for ; arrived fafe on the other fide, and
retwrned, without encountering any greater difficultics than he
expected.

D'Avs 4 and Mondragane did not hefitate afer this to comply
with bis advice.  They immediately prepared a number of fmall
bage, which they filled with bifeuit, gunpowder and matchess
and tranfported three thauland of the beft troops, Germans, Wal-
Joons, and Spaniards, from Bergen-op-Zoom to Agger, a village
which lies ncar the entrance of the ford. . Mandragone took: upon
himfelf the condudting of this extraordinary expedition. When
the time proper for entering upon it was arrived, he ordered
the troops 1o advance towards the ford ; and having diftributed
the bags among them, he then difclofed his fatention ; gave them
an account of the difcovery which had been made by Plumart and
his companions ; and reprefented the glory which they would ac-
quire by performing, in the fervice of the church and of the king,

sz fuch
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fuch an cxploit as had never been atchieved by any army in the
world before,  The foldiers, full of that intrepid fpirit by which
the Spanifh troops were fo highly diftinguifhed in the prefent war,
and proud of being felected from their companions for fo danger-
ous an enterprife, received this unexpeeled information with every
fymptom of joy, and called out to Mondragone to lead them for-
ward without delay.

Tt they might have the more time for their paffige, they
began to enter the water when the fea was going back. The Spa-
niards, with Plumart and Mondragone at their head, marched fiet,
the Germans next, and laft of all the Walloons. They were or-
dered 1o keep as clofe as pofible to each other, that they might
the more cafily fuccour one another, if any of them fhould fll
into deeper water, or be intangled in the mud. They were not
without apprehenfions of the tide returning upon them, and there-
fore they moved forward as fal as the furrounding lement and
the flimy bottom would allow. Nine men only perifhed through
fatigue, or their négle€t of the order which bad been given them
to keep clofe to their companions. ~ All the reft arrived fafe at
the dyke of Yerficken, a village only four miles diffant from
Tergoes. There Mondragone ordered them to repofe themfelves
during the night, and refolved to lead them, at break of day, to
the relief of the befieged.

Bur he had already done all that was neceffary for this pur-
‘pofe, and had no occafion to expofe eiher himfelf or his men o
further danger.  When the befiegers were informed of his arrival,
they were filled with confternation. Under that amazement iato
which they were thrown by fo unexpected an event, they regarded
the Spaniards as more than men. ~ They did not take time to en-

quire
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quire into their number; but having immediately raifed the fiege, B 9,0 %
they left their baggage and artillery behind them, and betook
themfelves precipitately o the thore. ~ Eight hundred were killed
in. their flight by the garrifon, and many more perithed in the
water, in attempting to get on board their fhips. Mondragone
then cntered Tergoes ; where he was received by the gartifon,
with every demonfiration of gratitude for their deliverance; and,
having remained there till he had given diretions for firengthen-
ing the fortifications of the place, he left a part of his troops with
the governor, and returned with: the reft to Brabant, to join the
duke of Alva”.

T
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WHILE the tranfactions that have been relsted paffed in roox
Zealand, the fame {piric of xevolt, by which the people _-_,
of that province were acluated; made rapid progrefs in fome oF Th il o
the other provinces. The inhabitants of Enchuyfen were the firft Holssi:
in North Holland who had the courage to plant the flandard of
liberty upon their walls 3 and thofe of Medinbline, Edam, Pur.
merend, and other towns, quickly followed the example. In
fome of thefe places, part of the people were averfe to this re-
volution ; but thefe were few, compared with their opponents,
and were obliged cither to yield to the majority, or to fecurc
themfelves by flight from their refentment,
THE fame meafures were putfued, at the fame time, in the
fouthern parts of the province. That flame which had been
Kindled fome time before, burft out at once in.a thonfand different
places.
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BOOK places. And ina few months, Leyden, Gouds, Dort, Haetlem,

57

and all the other towns in Holland, Amfterdam excepted, had
openly declared againft the Spaniards, and avowed their refolu-
tion to acknowledge no other authority in future, but that
of the prince of Orange, and the States. The fame reolution
was formed in feveral of the cities of Overyffel, Friefland, and
Utrecht.

“Tuis revolution, fo favourable to William’s views, was not
a little promoted by intrigues, which, although he himfelf was
abfent, were carried on his name, and by his authority. Tn
letters to the principal inhabitants he had allured them o his in-
tereft, by flattering them with the hopes of having all their pri.
vileges fecured; of enjoying full freedom to exercife their re-
Tigion, whether proteflant or catholic ; and of being for ever de-
Tivered from that oppreffive load of taxés with which they had
been overwhelmed. In order to enforce thefe exhortations, he
fent his agents throughout the provinces ; and moft of thefe were
perfons cither of great addrefs, or of great authority and influ
cnce among the people®.

WiLLiaM's military preparations were at this time far ad-
vanced, and he hoped foon to begin his march, with the proba-
bility of a more profperous ifiue than had attended his former
expedition. He had already colleted a formidable army of well-
difeiplined forces.  Confiderable fums had been tranfimitted to
him by the friends of his caufe ; and the frongeft affurances had

 In Holed, b evlion s iy owin (0 e aviy of S, whom the prince
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been given him, that fome of the principal citics in the Guthern
provinces would open their gates to receive him, But no circum.
flance contributed more to infpire him with a confidence of fuccefs,
than the new meafures which, a lile before the prefent
bad been embraced by the Court of France,

iod,

Iy the bloody conteft, which had fubfifled for feveral years be-
tween the catholics and proteflants in that kingdom, the former
had generally been vietorious. | But the latter, roufed by theie
leaders, aided by forcign powers, animated by zeal for their reli-
gion, and inflamed with refentment on account of the crucl pare
fecutions. which had been exercifed againft them, continued to
make fuch. vigorous cfforts, a5 created in their enemics the moft
alarming apprehenfions with regard to- the iffue of the war,
The court bad, at different times, offered them advantageous
terms of accommodation ; and peace had oftener than once been
eltablifhed between the contending parties.  But their pretenfions,
their interefls, and their religious principles, were incompatible;
and they remained quict only till they were in a condition t
sencw boftilities, The court never had more reafon to enter-
tain hopes of being able to_ extirpate their opponents, than
towards the end of the year one thoufand five hundred and
fixty-nine. Their brave and adlive leader, the Prince of Condé,
had been killed in the battle of Jarnacs, they had afterswards.
seceived a dreadful overthrow in the battle of Moncontour ;
and the admiral Coligai, with the young Princefs of Bourbon, had
been obliged to retire, with the feeble remains of their attered
army, to the mountains of Gafcony and Languedoc. There, houe
ever, they exerted themfelves firenuoufly in making preparations
for trying once more the fortune of war; and in a few months,

Vor: L. Tt they
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they dreww together a force fuffcient to cnable them to leave their
reureat, and to enter the lifts againft the royal army.

Witex intelligence of this was brought to the Queen-mother,
who exercifed at that time an unlimited authority in the govern-
ment, fhe was equally exafperated and alarmed; and fhe refolved
to employ other means than open force, to be avenged upon her
enemies. - She communicated her plan only to the king, the duke
of Anjou, the cardinal of Lorraie, the duke of Guife, and Alberto
Gondi, count of Retz; who all engaged to maintain the moft in-
violable fecrecy. Time only brought to light their dark defign.
The protefants, they now believed, were not to be overcome by
the force of arms; and it was refolved to have recourfe to fraud
and circumvention.

T purfuance of this plan, a new treaty with the princes of
Navarre and the admiral was fet on foot, and foon afterwards
concluded at St. Germains. By this treaty, the proteflants. re-
ceived a free pardon of all their paft offences, with liberty to.make
public profeffion of the reformed religion ; and the princes and
admiral were allowed, for their fecurity, to retain poffeffion of
Rochelle, Cognac, La Charité, or Montauban, on condition,
that if the articles of the peace were obferved, thefe places fhould
be delivered to the king within the fpace of two years from the
date of the prefent pacification.

Tz proteflant leaders entertained the fame diftruft of the fin-
cerity of the king and queen-mother in this, as in all their for-
mer negosiations. They were fill afraid of putting themfelves
in their power, ‘and remained at a diftance from Court, in the
places of ficength which had been affigned them. In order to
remove their fulpicions, every fpecies of artifice was cmployed.

Al
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Allithe artiles of the peace were pundiually fulfiled. Sti&t or- oxp K
‘ders were iffiied to allow the proteltants in all places to celébrate s

openly their religious affemblics; and in all the difputes which
happened between the citholics and them, the latter were treated
with indulgence, while the former had, on many occafions, reafon
to complain of injuflice o feverity. Charles embraced every op-
‘portunity to exprefs the pleafure which e now enjoyed, in having
reftored tranquillity to his kingdom ; and even when none but
aealous catholics were prefent, he often declared how unalterably
fixed his purpofe was, to perform, with flrict fidelity; ge-
ments with the protefiants, He had fofficiently expericnced the
folly of attempting to fubdue men’s confeiences by force; and no
confideration would make him  return to. his former unhappy
meafures ; which he had found t© be'no lefs ineffectual for ace
complithing the end intended, than: they were deftrudlive of ‘his
own repofe, and pernicious to his fabjedts. Al his counfellors,
except thofe who were partners in the bloody fecret, believed him
10 be fincere; and, by the accounts which they give of his dit-
courfe, added to the difpleafure which they exprelled at his change
86 costa oy eouiibuis dmcumpic Ubide ke ol el
teftants. The admiral, h il rewained his i

and when urged by the king to come 10 conrt, and receive in
perfon every proof that could be given him of fincere attachment,
He declared, that it was impoffible for him to think himf@If feoure,
‘where his mortal encinics of the family of Guife were poffelled of
fo much pover.

To have gratified the admiral by fo great a concefion as
immediate removal of the Guifes, Charles knew would have had
afufpicious afpect; and therefore he went no'further at this tite,
than to-affure him that His fears were groundlels, and that his

Teiz enemics
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BOOX enemies were not mafters as formerly. But foon after the duke
e of Guife and his brother lef the court, feemingly much difgufled
the meafures which were there purfued. At the fame time,
other means of delufion were employed, more likely to produce
the defired effe. Charles offered his fifter in marriage to the
King of Navarre; and an ambaffador was fent to England, to
negociate a match between the duke of Anjou and queen Eliza-
beth. But of all the inftruments of deceit which he cmployed,
there was none more efficacious, than the declaration which he
made of his refolution to enter into war with the king of
Spain. ~ Philip had refufed, he fuid, to grant him reparation for
Certain injuries which his fubje@ts had received from the Spani-
ards in America; and he was determined to take vengeance on
that prince, by invading his dominions in the Netherlands, He
offered the command of the army, which he talked of fending
thither, to the admiral, and affured him that he would be entirely
governed by his counfels, and thofe of the prince of Orange and
<ount Lewis, in carrying on the war.

No propofal could be better calculated than this to blind the
admiral's penetration. Confeious of fuperior military talents, he
was naturally fond of war; fincere in his profeffion of the re-
formed religion, he was zealous to propagate and defend it; and
he was firongly attached by fympathy of manners, as well as re-
ligious principles, 1o the princes of Naffau. Count Lewis was with
him at Rochelle, when the propofal was delivered, and he con-
tributed not a lite to banifh from his mind the remains of thofe
fufpicions, which he Ml retained for the king's fincerity. Soon
afterwards they both fet out for Paris, where they were received
and treated with o much eficem and confience, as gave the ad-

‘miral
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miral a full conviction that the fentiments both of the king and
the quecn:mother were in reality what they feemed.

Cuarves thought it neceffary for his purpofe to wear the
mafk for fome time longer; and s he found that nothing had
ferved fo effeciually to lull thead ns as this laft de-
vice, he affe€ted to be extremely folicitous about making prepara-
tions for the war ; aad ‘in the mean time defired count Lewis to
Tepair to the frontiers of the Netherlands, to communicate his
defign to the malcontents, and to hold themn in readinefs for the
admiral's arrival with the troops.  There
ther from his intention than to begin hoftlitie
were the Hugonots informed of the defign on which count Lewis
had fet out, than great numbers of them, prompted by their
T tary fpirit of the age, flocked
after him, and offered to afift him in any enterprife he fhould
undertake.

Lewis was himfelf of too adtive a temper to fuffer them to re-
main long without employment. It was of the utmoft confe-
quence, he knew, towards the fiuceefs of that expedition on w]
his brother was about to enter, as well as of the French invafion
of the Netherlands, to acquire poffeflion early of fome fortified
town in the frontier provinces.  With this view he had main-
tained a fecret correlpondence with fome of the inhabitants of
Mons; and he made himfelf matter of that important city by the
following fRratagern.

HAVING left the confines of France, he arrived in the even-
ing with five hundred horfe and a thoufand mufguetecrs at a
wood in the neighbourhood of Mons, whenee he fent forward
ten or tielve of his foldiers, whom he felected on_ account

of
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of their fuperior addrefs and refolution; They entered Mons
in the evening, and lodged together in the fame inn. The
gave out that they were dealers in_wine; informed their hof,
that their fervants were bringing & quantity of that liquor,
and inquired ac what hour the gate of the city, by which it
was to be brought in, would be opened. They were told, that,
for a fmall reward, the keeper would opea it at any time;
and early next morning, having bribed the keeper to open
it, they feized upon the keys, and difperfed the guards. Count
Lewis, who was at hand with a hundred horfe, immediately
sufhed iny and having taken poffeffion of the gate, with a part of
his troops, he traverfed the principal fireets of the city with the
sefty and proclaimed to the inhabitants, that he was not come as
an ciiemy, but s a friend; and that the prince of Orange was
approaching with a powerful anny, to affert theie liberty, and to
deliver them from all thofe oppreffive taxes which had beea im-
‘pofed upon them by the duke of Alva.

ALt the citizens fiill remained within their houfes, excéptia
few who were privy to his defign; but he began o grow neafy
when he sefledted on the fimall nuinber of men that were with
fuim, and to wonder that the reft of his troops were not come
forward. Tt was to no purpofe, he knew, to atiempt Keeping
pollefion of fo great a town with fo final a force. - He'rode out
therefore as falt as he could towards the place where he had left
bis troops, who had Ioft their way, and were wandeting in the
wood.He condu@ied them immediately to the city ; not without
ansiety, Jet he fhould find the gate thut again®t him on his re-
surn, But fuch was the confiernation of the citizens, and their
sgnorance of what had pafled, that none of them had veatured to

fiir
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fiir without their houfes. 'The gate was iill open, and every
thing in the town as quiet and motionlels as when he lefi it. He
then placed his guards at the feveral gates, and on the ramparts 5
and calling the magifirates together, explained to them his own,
and his brother's defigns; giving them the firongelt affurances
that no violence fhould be committed by his foldiers.  After
which he commanded fuch of the citizens s he could not truft,
€0 deliver up their arms ; and ordered all of them to proceed a5
formerly in the purfuit of their cuftomary occupations. Hia
tro0ps did not amount to more than fifteen hundred men ; but he.
foon acquired 3 much greater force by the acceffon of many pro-
teftants,. who haflened to his aflitance from Picardy and Cham-
paign”.

Tix lofs of Mons affcéted the duke of Alva in the moft fenfible
manner; and it gave him the greater uncafinefs and concern, as
it was altogether unexpe@ed. Being no firanger to count Lewis's
enterprifing genius, he had kept an anxious eye upon all his mo-
tions, during his abode in France; efpecially after the peace of
St. Germains, and the kind recepiion he had met with from
the king. The latet account which he had received of him
from his fpics at Paris was, that he was playiog at teanis; by
which piece of intelligence, they meant to-infinuate tha he was

more attentive to amufement, than to any ferious purfuit. Whea

the duke therefore was informed of his faccefs at Mons, he
covered the utmoft impaticace and chagrin. T the rage which it
excited in him, throwing dowa his hat, and trampling upon ity
“1 have been deceived, he cried, by a Tufcan woman (meaning

. 95. Mt Avises, .79, Mekre, p. 95,
Catherine

® Beioglis
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Catherine of Medicis) but ere long,  inflead of Tufcan lilics, fhe
fhall feel the fmart of Spanifh thorns.”

His vexation was much increafed by his knowledge of the
great importance of the place which he had loft. He confidered
that Mons was not only the capital of the province of Hainault,
but one of the Jarge}t and moft populous cities in the Low-Coun-
tries; that, being fituated in a marfhy fbil, it might eafily be
rendered impregnable ; that alihough it was ot in the line of the
barrier towns, yet it was removed at fo fiall a diflance from the
frontier, that the poffefTion of it mult greatly facilitate the entrance
of foreign troops into the provinces ; and that either the Erench
King, whofe conduét had for fome time paft had fo hoftile an ap-
pearance, o the prince of Orange, could eafily furnifh it wit
fupplics.

Titese confiderations made him refolve to attempt the recavery
of it without delay ; but while he was making the preparations
necellary for this purpofe, he received intelligence of the re-
volution in Holland; and at the fame, time was. ioformed,
that the prince of Orange, having already colle€ied a numerous
army, was about o begin his march. ~ Alva, far from fhrinking
at the view of fo many impending dangers, exerted himfelf with
great adlivity and vigour to repel them.  He carried on his levies
with the utmoft diligence, and in a very fhort ime found himfelf
poffefed of between five and fix thoufand German horfe and
cighteen thoufand foot of the fame nation ; befides fifty companies
of Spaniards, and one hundred and fifty of Walloons, and other
natives of the Netherlands.  He would gladly have fent a part of
thele forces to recover the revolted cities in the maritime pro-
vinces, and the reft to the fiege of Mons ; but when he reflected

on
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‘on,the difficulty which he muft encounter ia cither of thefe two 3 0.0 K

enterprifes, he apprehended that his army, numerous as it was,
<ould.not with fafety be divided. He refolved  therefore to em-
ploy it, whole and entire, againf his cnemics on onc hand of
‘himm, before he fhould turn it to the other.

STrve, however, he remained in great perplexity, finding it
difficult to determine whether it,was moft expedient to begin with
the fiege of Mons, or the recovery of the maritime provinces.
And to afit him in deciding this important queflion, he called a
council of his principal officers; when the ‘marquis of Vitelli
one of the firf in rank, as well as in military werit, advifed him
carneflly torbegin with the Jatter, and fupported his opinion by
abferviog, * That although the interior. provinges were lisble. to
be invaded from the fide of France or Germany, et it would ot
be difficult to ecover ywhateyer,cities fhould be loft in thofe pro-
inces, a5 the, inhabitants  were in general more loyal .than thofe:
of Holland and Zealand, and much lefs infested with the fpirit
of jpnovation in  religion. That the Huguenots under count
Lewis yeere deflitute of means to fupport themfelves, and muft
foon be difperfed ; for he could ot be perfuaded that the French
King, whohad hitherto fhewn fo much zeal for the true religion,
would cver debafe himfelf fo far, as to favour the attempts of his
sebellious fubjedts to fubvert it. The German forces under the
prince of Orange, undifciplined and tumultwary, were aQuated
in. their prefent ,warfare, by o other motives but  thofe of pay
and plunder, And if they were difappointed ia their expe@ation
‘of thefe, there,waslittle.ground to doubt that they would choofe
sather to return, home, after taking vengeance on.their leaders,
han expofe themfélves to the fatigue and danges of, b:ﬁegmg

Vor. L Uu
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towns and fortrelles.  We may therefore, without ansiety;”
contiaued e,  put off the fiege of Mons, and the defence of the
inlarid frontier, Gl a more convenient feafon Mhall arrive, But
the flate of the maritime provinces admits not of the leaft delay.,
The people there are univerfully infeted with herefy. They
have conceived a degree of phrenzy, and indulged theme
felves in the moft extravagant excefles againft the ‘church
and the King. Their fiuation, firong by natute, will foon
be rendered impregnable. Every pafige of a river and
canal will requite an army to force it, and every fiege, a cam-
paign to finifh it. By the fea, and by the rivers, they can be al-
ways richly furnithed with provifions; they can cvery hour re-
ceive fuccour from France, Germany, or England; and will
be able, by dheir naval force, to i the king's army
from rectiving fupplies from Tt is there too, the
 of Orange, for many years, was governor. There he
po[fzﬂu feveral large eftates ; and he has formed there numerous
and clofe connéxions with perfons of the greatetinlaence in the
country.  As it was in thefe provinces he firft cre@ed the fand-
ard of rebellion, it is in them he intends to fix the feat of that

ufurped dominion which he is fo ambitious to maintain. Let us
attack our enemy firft in his firong hold ; and when we have
driven him from thence, we fhall find it much eafier to pre-
veat him from cftablifhing himfeIf in any other quarter.”

SucH were the reafons which Vitelli gave for advifing the duke
of Alva to poftpone the ficge of Mons 3 and, if his advice had
been followed, it is probable that the republic of the United Pro-
vinces would never have been formed. . The people had not yet
Tad time to put the cities into a proper flate of defence; ‘and they
could ot have long refifted fo great a force as the duke of Alva

might
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might have employed to fubdue them. Amferdam and Middle-

burg were flill unfhaken in their allegiance, With the fhips bes s

longing to thefe two wealthy cities, and thofe which he would
have received from Spain, a fleet might have been equipped fu-
‘peior 1o that of the proteflants ; who muft have been foon re-
duced 1o the neceffity of fubmitting to whatever terms Philip
‘might have thought fit to impofe.

No fuch pernicious confequences as thofe which were foretold
by Vitelli, could have followed from allowing the enemy to're-
main for fome time in poffeffon of Mons; nor even from the
conquelt which the prince of Orange might have made of other
places. In an open country, fuch as the interior provinces, the
fate of towns muft depend entirely on the number and difeipline
of the armics employed to attack or defend them s and in both
thefe refpedts, the duke of Alva had reafon to belicve that he
would be at all times able to maintain his fuperiority ; efpecially
if, by firt reducing the maritime provinces, he could keep open
his communication by fea with Spain.

Bur it is infiitely eafier for men to judge concerning matters
of fuch nice deliberation, afier the cvent has happened, thin
‘when they are about to enter upon ation. It ought to be con-
fidered, that Alva had not yet experienced the difficulties
attending the fiege of towns, fituated in a country fo much inter-
feted by the fea, by rivers, and canals, as the maritime pro-
vinces 3 and could not forefee thofe amazing exertions which the
people made, firftin their preparations for war, and afterwards
in the defence of their citics when attacked. He had likewife
reafon to entertain fufpicions of the hoftile intentions of the
French king. He dreaded the havoc which wwould be made by

Vuz the
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KOO K the arimy Of the pritice of Ofange, in the rieker and more ferile
rovinees 5 and thought it would bring an indelible flaia upory

"$7% his honour, if he did not endeavour to prevent it. Befides thefe
motives, it is ot improbable, confidering the ratural'violetice of
His temper, that lie'was in fome degree influeniced, in the refolu=
tion which he formed, by bis perfonal jealoufy of the prince of
Orange, and his defire of difappointing a fecond tinie the’ at~
tempts of one.who had formerly rivalled him ju the favour of his
‘prince:

WHATEVER were his motives, e refolved: to- begin' his opera~
tions with the' fiege of Mons; and to delay the reduction of
Holland. tll he fhould difengage himfelf from kis enemies on.
the fouthiern frontier. In order to increafe tlie number of his-
forces, he commanded the garrifons of Rotterdam and Delfs-
Taven, the only towns in Holland in which he had any garri
fons left, to bim; and immediately fent off his fon Frederic
de Toledo, accompanied by Noircarmes and Vitelli, with a part
of the troops, to form the blockade of Mons.

The egeof
Now®

“Tste inbabitants of that citys though fufpicions at fief of count
Lewie's intentions, were now well fatisfied with his govern-
ment; and were folicitous o provide for their defence againft:
e Spaniards. They afilted him with great alacrity in' com=
pleting their fortifications. They were active in laying in
ltary flores: and provifions ; and having repeatedly fallied
ot for this. purpofe, after Toledo's arrival in their neighbours
hood, they Had feveral rencounters withliis troops.

Lewis had, fome time before, font the Sieur de Jenlis to Paris,
to inform the king of his fuccefs, and to folicit the fpeedy march
of the troops which he. had. promifed to fend to his affiftance.

Charles
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Charles received Jenlis in- the moft gracious: inanner, affedled to
e extremely happy with the accounts which he had brought him,
and gave him authority to levy forces; hoping that, before they.
could take the ficld, he would be able to put an end' to the feene,
of diffimulation which he had fo long been a@ting. But the
admiral, who was allowed to exercife an unlimited power in
the adminiftration, pufhied forward. the levics with greater. vi-
gour than the king intended; and, in a few weeks, Jelis was
ready to' fet out with between four and five thoufand foot-and
four hundred horfe. The admiral and: count Lewis: concur~
red in advifing him to dire@ bis march by the way. of Came
bray, that Tie might avoid being intercepted by the cnemys
and'join the army of the prince of Orange. But Jenlis refufed to,
comply with this wholefome counfel. He vainly hoped ta be
able, withs liis-own forces alone, to oblige the Spaniards to quit
the fiege; and he withed to fecure this honour to himfel, rather
than leave it o be reaped by the prince of Orange. Notice was
fent privately. to Toledo, from the court of France, of the route
‘which he was to take, and of the time of his departure. Toledo
immediately drew off his forces- from the blockade, and advanced
o meet himon the frontien; being defirous to engage at a diftance.
from the town, left.count Lewis fhould fally out, and .attack the
Spaniards in. the: rear, when they were engaged in battle with
Jeolis. Toledo had reached a village called St. Ghiflin, at the
diftance of a few miles from Mons, when he was informed that the
enciny had entered ‘a. neighbouring wood, and  that upon their
coming out from it he might attack them with great advastage.
He ordered his cavalry to march firft; and followed as: faft as.
‘e was able with the infantry. The cavalry had almoft reached
the borders of the wood, when they perceived a hundred of the

enemy’s
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BQOX cnemy's horfe that had been fent before to reconnoitre.  Thefe:

(o

Aleve s
i

the Spaniards inflantly attacked, and drove back into the wood,
purfuing them clofely ill they reached the main:army, which
was thrown into confufion by the precipitate flight of the fugi-
tives. In a very littde time the whole Spanith army arrived, and.
began the attack; before Jenlis had time to draw up his men in order
of battle. The French made refiftance, however, ‘for two hours
with great bravery; but at laft they gave way, and endeavoured
to fave themfelves by flight. Upwards of twelve hundred fell on
the ficld, and many were killed in the purfuit, partly by the Spa=
niards, and partly by the country people, who took cruel ven-
geance for.the injuries which they had received from them in their
march,  Jenlis bimfelf was taken prifoner, and condudled to the
citadel of Antwerp; where, having died fuddenly, his death was
aferibed to poifon. The lofs fultained by the Spanifh army was
inconfiderable.

TouEno weturncd to Mons ‘in a few days after this diftin-
guihed vidtory s and foon after the duke of Alva arrived. This
cautious general having drawn a double trench and rampare
round his army, by which it was rendered fecare on one fide
againft the fallies ‘of the befieged, and on the other, againft any
fudden attack that might be made upon it by the prince of
Orange, he immediately ere@ted feveral batteries, and began his
fire in different quarters with great fary. The befieged dif-
covered 1o lefs vigour in their defence; which was conducted
with great prudence, as well as the moft indefatigable adlivity,
by count Lewis, feconded in all his operations by the celcbrated
La Noue, who had gained diftinguithed renown in the civil svars
of France.

Bur
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Bur although the befieged difplayed the utmoft iill and intrepi-
ity they had no hopes of being able to raife the fiege, without the
affiflance of the prince of Orange. William had already penctrated
into the Low,Couaties, and advanced as far as Ruremond. There

be ftopped, and demanded a fupply of provifions for his troops. The ™

goverament of the town,was: in the hands of zealous catholics,
who not only.rejected his requefl, but ascompanied their refufal
with a degree of haughtinefa and infolence, by which the prince
and his army were highly cxafperated.  There were many of the
‘citizens, however,, with whom he had formerly held intelligence.
g at this time renewed hia correfpondence with them, he
‘made a brifk attack upon onc of the gates. The catholics fuf-
tained it with fpirit; but while they were thus employed, the
proteftant inhabitants fnatched the opportunity, and introduced
the affuilants by another gate into the city. It was not then in
the power of 'the prince of Orange to refirain the fiiry of his fol-
diers. They plandered many of the citizens, violated the churchcs,
and'put to death, with great barbarity, feveral priefls, and other
religionifls. By fome popifh hiftorians, William himftlf has been
blamed on account of thefe enormitiés. But thefe writers feem
neidher to have known that he publifhed an edict to-prevent them,
nor to have confidered, that as he' could not but perceive that vi-
olent meafures were calculated to it his caufe, by alienating the
affections of the people in other cities, [o his condut on innume-
rable other occafions, furnifhes the firongelt proof of his utter
averfion to all cruelty and outcage.

WiLLIAM's acquificion of Ruremond was of gret importance,
as it put him in poffeflion of a commodious pafage over the Macfe;
he therefore left a garrifon to defend it, and haftened forwards to
Hainault.  The citizens of Mechlin having been gained over to

s
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B Q0% this interelt by the Sicur de Dorp, opened their gates to receive
—— him. There he likewife left a garrifon. The citizens of Louvain

50

refifed.to-admit him within their walls; but, on his preparing to

employ force, they confented to grant him a contribution; of
which e accepteds in order to fave the time which the fiege would
ihave coft him. Nivelle, Dieft, Sichem, Tillemont, and feveral
«other towns furrendered to him ; fome through fear, and others
through the affe&tion which they bore ‘to his caufe or perfon.
Dendremond and Oudenarde were taken by furprife, and great
irregularities were committed by the foldiers in both thefe places,
efpecially in the latter, where, notwithftanding their leader’s pro-
hibition, they once more indulged that tingovernable fury with
which their bigotry infpired them' againft the ecclefiaflics Of the
Romifh communion.

AWiLLraa made his flay at each of thefe places as fhort as pof-

fible. He did not, however, arrive in Hainault till the beginning
of September, when his army amounted to more than twenty
thoufand men.

So great an army could not be upported loog without more
ample funds than he pofiefed. The States of Holland had fent
‘him a confiderable fum. The exiles bad tranfmitted to him a part
of the money that arofe from their captures. His other friends
had raifed contributions  proportioned to their abilities. But fo
great had bean the expence of levying, equipping, and maintain-
ing bis troops, and fuch immenfe fums-had been laid out in pur-
chafing artillery and military flores, that he had occafion fill for
.all the fupplics which had been promifed him by the court of
France.

Bu his hopes of relief from that quarter were now utterly
«extinguifhed. The plan of treachery above-mentioned, which

had
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had been carried on for two years, with a degree of perfeverance ® LX2
as well as of diffimulation that has not ts paralled in hiftory, was v
at this time brought to a conclufion. The artifices employed 0 '3/
delude the proteflant leaders had at leagth fucceeded, and they

wete almoft all caught in the net which had been prepared for

their defirudtion,

T admiral had remained at court for feveral months, during
which time Charles gave him every day frefh marks of affeqtion
and eficem. - That deceitful monareh had fhewn likewife a parti-
cular attachment (o the adumirals friends, and was perpetually fur-
rounded with them at council, in his own apartments, and when
he went abroad.  With his permiffion, the admiral had left Paris,
and gone to Chatillon, where he flaid for fome time to ferle
‘his private affaics.

This indulgence was caleulated to create in him
the moft affored confidence ; fince it could hardly be fappofed,
that if the king had insended him any harm, by enticing him (o
court, he would haveiallowed him,to,depart from it. To fuch 4
Deight was the admiral’s fecurity now rifen, that when Charles
exprefied his defire of having all grounds of amity between
and the Guifes,removed, he readily confented that they fhould
<ome.to Paris, and agreed o refer the feeral points of difference
between bimelf and them to,the king’s,decifion. Tn a few days
after, the duke of Guife arrived, attended by,a numerogs train of
dependants ; and;a formal reconciliation was made in preféace of
theking. But it foon appeared how lttle fingerity there was on
one fide, in the profefions which were uttered on that occafign.

As a prelude to the final catalirophe, the queen of Navarec, a
princefs who by her fpirit and magnanimity had long been for-
‘midable to the cutholics, died, afier a fhort s, which was gene-
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sally aferibed to poifon. * And an attempt was made, by o parifu
of Guife, to affafinate the admiral. By this laft event the pro-
teftants swere greatly alarmed; but the king and queen-mother, by
redoubling their diffimulation; and afaming, with eonfummate
artifice, the appearance of deep concern for what had happened,
prevented the admiral from fufpeéting the to have been privy to
i, and diverted him and the other proteflant leaders from form-.
ing any vigorous refolution of. providing for their fafety. They
were all found therefore defencelefs and unprepared.

Tt that horrid feene which pafled on the night of the twenty-
fourth of Auguft, the duke of Guife was the principal a@or. But
his favage fpirit quickly diffufed itfelf into every breaft; and no
catholic declined to aflift him in the execiition of his bloody pur-
pofe. The admiral, to whom, not many days before, he had
‘pledged his friendhip, was among the Beft who fell a facrifice to
his fory. This great man died with a fortitude and tranquillity
fuitable to his charadter. * Young man,” fiid he to La Befine,
(sho was fent into his apartment by the duke of Guife, while
Guife himfelf remained without till the deed was perpetrated)
« you ought to reverénce grey hairs; but proceed o the execu-
tion of your defign ; you can fhorten my life but a very little”
While he was faying this, the affafin plunged his fword into his
breaft, At the fame time all his domeftics and friends were mur-
dered; among whom was the brave Guerchy, his licutenant, and
his fon-in-law, the amiable Teligny, who had won even the fa-
vage heart of Charles, and whofe engaging afpeet fufpended for
fome time the lifted hands of his murderers. - But it does not be-
long. to this hiftory to_ enter more particularly into the detail of
this tranfation, - Upwards of ten thoufand proteftants were maf-

facred
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facred in Paris alone;; and in'the other cities of the kingdom, be-
tween fifty and fixty thoufand.

OF this horrid maffacre, the firt idea is f2id to have been fug=
gefted to the queen-mother by Philip, through the duke of Alva,
at conferences held at Bayonae in one thoufand five hundred and.
fifty-nine; and it s certain, that intelligence of it was reccived
at Madrid with the utmoft joy. Philip offered public thank(-
giving t0 heaven for the defiruction of his encmics 3 and wrote
to Charles a congratulatory letter on the fubje@. On the other
hand, it filled the proteftants in the Low-Countries with horror
and conflernation. 'Their hopes of obtaining deliverance from
the Spanifh yoke, through the powerful aid of France, had been
raifed to the greateft height, and their deje@tion now was in pro-
portion (o their former expeltations.

NoTiNG could be more galling to the prince of Orange than
the news of dhis difufler. Befides the cruel difappointment of
finding a powerful monarch his mortal enemy, whom he had fo
much realon to believe to be his friend, he knew not what dao=
gerous effect this unexpe@ed revolution might produce upon
his troops, efpecially as fome of them were fubjes of France, and
had entered into his fervice, under a belicf that their King was to
fupport them in their prefent enterprife.

Prror1ving, thercfore, the neceffty of pulhing forward his
operations with the utmoft vigour, and being perfuaded, that,
‘without fome fignal inftance of fuccefs, he eould not long fupport
his army, he advanced. without delay towards Mons; being re-
folved to try every expedient, not only to aife the ficge, but if
pofible to bring on a general engagement.
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Tus duke eafily penetrated into his defign, and omitted nos
thing in his power to prevent him from carrying it into exeeation.
After the arrival of feveral German auxiliarics in his camp, his
atmy was {uperior in number, as it had always been in difcipline,
0 that of the prince ; and he could not have much reafon to dread.
the event of a battle, in cafe he fhould find it unavoidable. But
knowing that the fate of battles s decided fometimes by accidents,
againt which no human prudence can provide ; and confidering,
that the prince’s army, through the fcantinefs of his funds, would
probably foon fall to pieces of itflf, he refumed the principles on
which he had adted in the time of William's former expedition,
and refolved to avoid expofing his troops to any unneceffary rifl 5
hoping, that, by tiring out the enemy, he hould be able to tri-
wmph over them without fighting. With this view, while he
invefted the town on every fide, and prevented any fupplies from.
being thrawn into it, e entrenched His camp fo firongly, as to
render it entirely impracticable for the prince of Orange to force
his Tines, He fortified the feveral pafies by which the town
might be approached in the firongeft manner ; watched over every
opefation himfelf, with indefatigable attention s and forbade his
men to engagein the fighteft fkirmih with the cnemy, whatever
‘provocation they might reccive.

AFTER having taken thefe precautions, he fent out five hun-
dred horfe to reconnoitre. They were met by nearly the fame
number of German horfe, commanded by count Heary, Wil-
‘youngeft brother, who being ambitious to diflinguith him-
I in this his it campaign, attacked the Spaniards with un-
common fury, and after killiag many of them, broke their ranks,
and drove them back in great confufion, The prince himfelf

Sollowed:
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Followed foon afterwards with all his army, and drew it up in 500k

Battle array before the duke of Alva's camp.

Bu Alva, more determined than ever fince the repulfe of the
cavalry to adhere to his plan, kept all his men within their en-
trenchments. The prince of Orange omitted pothing in his
pover 1 induce him to change his purpole. He fhified his
ground, intercepted the convoys of provifions, attacked the fora-
gers, and fent out partics on every fide, with a view to entice the
enemy o quit their lines.

THERE were perfons in the Spanifh camp who condemned
their general's conduck on this occafion, and exhorted him to put
1o proof that courage of which the enemy were fo extremely
oftentatious.  Among thefe was the archbithop of Cologne®,
‘whofe ardent fpirit breathed nothing but war and batle, and who
could not xelifh thofe cautious maxims by which the duke of
Alva had refolved to regulate his conda®.  Alva remained cqually.
firm again(t the importunities of his fricnds, and the arts that
were pradlifed by the cnemy. It was a maxim often in his mouth,
that as all buman events are precarious, the moft precarious of alF
is.a battle: to which he added, that it ought not to be the aim of
2 general to fight, but to overcome; and that theré were other
ameans by which this aim might be accomplifhed more effectually
than by fighting.

Byt although his condut was not approved by the archbifhop:
of Cologae, he had the fatisfaion to know that it gave the decpe
eft uneafinefs to the prince of Orange; who perceived, that if an
opportunity did not offer foon of firiking fome important blow,.

* The count of enberg.
T by
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QO by which he might rif the fiego, it would ot be poffile for

\_.v_a him to keep his army together. . His finances did not enable him
1o bring provifions from  diftance, and all the country round had
been plundered by the Spaniards. ~ Being driven therefore to de-
fpair, he made a bold effort to break through the enemy’s en-
trenchments ; but this adventurous attempt, which nothing could
julify but the urgent motive that iacited him, vias attended with
Tuch an iffue as he had reafon to expe@. - His men were bravely
repulfed, and a confiderable lofs fuftained.

Hs now relinquifhed all hopes of either raifiog the fiege, o
forcing an engagement; and he refolved to leave Hainault, after
attempting to introduce fich fapplies into the town as might en-
able the garrifon to hold out till winter, when the duke of Alva
would be obliged to retire, For this purpofé, he made choice of
two thoufsnd hotfe and one thoufand foot, the flower of his
army. There was only a fingle pafs by which they could have
accels to the town, and at that place Alva had built a firong fort,
of which he committed the defence to a fele@ body of Spanith
troops, under the command of Sancio d’Avila and Julia Romero.
Notwithflandiog this precaution, which left hardly a pofibility of
fuccefs, the troops deftined for the relief of Mons advanced to-
svards the pafs with the utmoft fntrepidity. Romero and D'Avila
received them with cqual intrepidity ; and were feconded by the
guns of the fort.  The combat was hot and furious.  ‘There was
2 brifl cannonading during the time of it from the two armies,
and from the town ; but the fire from the fort did the greateft
exccution; and the Germans, after feveral hundreds of their
number had, fallen, were at laft objiged to abandon their at-
tempt.

3 Tur
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THe prince of Orange now convinced. of, the impofl
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aelieving the beficged in oppofition t b5 powerful an army, im- v

mediately decamped. The duke of Alva followed him nest day

i
with moft of his forces, and.in every movement difcovered the (%

moft confummate (kill; fo that he at once prevented the prince
from returning towards Mons, and avoided being reduced himfelf
0 the neceflty of fighting. It was not long before he lcarned
that there was not the fame good order in the pringe’s army,
which had hitherto been obferved in it. ~ William's authority over.
his troops had fuffered grcady by the failure of his late attempts ;
and he was unable any longer to maintain that perfeet difiipline,
without which no army, however numerous, can be formid
able.

ALvA readily embraced the opportunity which this circume
Rance afforded him.  Hasing taken a view in perfon of the ene-
my’s quarters, he refolved to attack them in the night. He
committed the charge of this enterprife to Julio Romero, and
gave him two thoufand chofen infantry, who were ordered to be
ready to march in tlie middle of the night, each with a fhirt
over his armour, to. enable them to diflinguith one another.
They fell with great fury on the Germans, who were Rationed
o guard the camp; and as moft of them were faft allecp, they
‘made dreadful havoc among them, till the alarm was communi-
cated to the refl, who were foon roufed by the groans and fhricks
of the wouded. At firf, believing that the whole Spanifh army
ad attacked them, they fled precipitately.  The affilants had in
the beginning fet fire to the tents, and many of the Germans
perithed in the fames. Bt this circumftance, by which the
Horror of the ftene was avgmented, faved the German army from

defirugtion.
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BQOK defiru@ion. Tt difcovered the mumber of the Spaniards, aod
X made it eafier for the prince of Orange to draw up his men, and

s

1o know in what quarter he might find the cnemy. But the
affailants, perceiving that the whole camp was up in arms, made
their retreat in time, and eluded the vengeance which they fiw
approaching. By the favour of the night they eRaped with
it lofs, after having put to the fivord near five hundred of the
Germans.

Ttz confequences of this difalter were more pernicious to the
prince of Orange than the difafter itfelf. It filled his troops
‘with confternation, and gave them a formidable idea of the Spa-
niards, whom, on account of their having fo often declined fight-
ing, they had been accuflomed to defpife. Without waiting for
orders, they haftily decamped with one confent, and left a part of
their baggage a prey to the ‘encmy. They had not candour to
acknowledge that the misfortune which had befallen them on the
‘preceding night was owing to dheir negligence in obeying orders.
They were difpofed to throw the blame of it upon their general,
and began to complain, that inflead of enriehing them with fpoil,
e had brought them into the ‘Low-Countrics, only to cxpofe
them 10 perpetual hardfhips and diftrefs. He-found means, how-
ever, at this.time, to quiet their minds, and in fome meafure ‘to
sedtify their opinion of his condugt.

Tuk duke of Alva was on this oceafion urged by his oficers
to purfu the prince till he fhould drive him entirely out of the
Netherlands ; but he repeated the old maxim, That ic is wifer to
make a bridge for a flying.enemy, than to reduce them to defpair 3
and returned to the fiege.

Tue
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Tz prine of Orange led his troops to Mecklin and having
remained there for fome days ¢ recruit them after their fatigue,
he continued his march northiwards, il he had brought them as
far as Orfloy in the dutchy of Cleves. At that place their ill-
Tumour broke ot afreth with greatcr vislénce than ever, and
they began to hold private meetings, in which they deliberated,
whether, in ordet to procure payment of their atrears, they fhould
not deliver him up to the duke of Alva." The  principal ‘officers
reccived this uogenerous propofal with: horror and indignation.
They were convinced that the prince had done every thing that
could have been done by a general of the moft confummate abis
lities. ‘They knew that he bad begun his enterprife with  the
‘higheft probability of fuccefs, and that his failure in it had beeh
almoft entirely owing to the treacherous dealings of the French
king; by tulling to whom, he had engaged in a very different
Plan of operations from that which he would otherwife have
adopted. By thefe confiderations the officers were entircly
fied; and through theic influcnce, the common foldicrs were per-
fuaded to relinquith their perfidious defign. The army was imme-
diately difbanded ; and William fet out for Holland, where the
people longed for his arrival.

His retreat from Mons gave his brother, count Letwis, who swas
naturally of a Gaoguine temper, the deepeft affiction. And chis,
Joined to.the extreme fatigue which he had undergone for feveral
months before, threw him into a violeat diftemper, which pre-
vented him for fome time from attending to the fiege, But
during his confinement La Noue condudted the defence with fo
much fiill and intrepidity, that Alva, defpaicing of being able
before winter to take the town by force, was: willings (o dgree

o, L. Yy ©
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to fich terms of capitulation, as count Lewis thought it ot dif-
bonourable to accept,  Thelc were, that the French,, count Lewis,
the Flemith nobility, and all who were not inhabitants of
the place, fhould leave it with their arms and baggage; and that
fuch of the inhabitants as had borne arms might leave it with
their effes, but not their arms. That fuch of them as were ca-
tholics. might remain in the town unmolefied; but that all the
‘proteflants {hould.not only depart from the towa, but from the
Netherlands ; and that all perfons, whether citizens or foreigners,
fhould take an oath, that they would not carry arms for the fpace
of a year, cither againft the king of France o the King of Spain,
from which: oath count Lewis alone was excmpted.  This capi-
tulation was. figned by the dukes of Alva and. Medina-caeli, by
Frederic de Toledo, and the baron de Noicarmes ;. and jall the
conditions of it were pun@ually fulfilled,

T this manner was Mons recovered from tHe proteflints; after
it hiad been more than thiree months in their poflffion: The duke
of Alva felt no anxiety with regard to the recovery of the citics
\which bad reccived the prince of Orange. They were ncither
Arongly fortiied nor fuffciently provided with garrifons to de-
fend thems  The firft againft which he turned his arms. was
Mechlin; and. he ordered his. fon to lead. thither the Spasifh
tzoops, who having reccived no pay for fome time, advanced like
1o many famifhed wolves, with-a refolution to fadate their rapa-
city by plundering the inhabitants.

Ow their arrival; thie garrifon whick had ' been left in the
town by the prince of Orange fccmed determined to-make refift-
ance; but finding the citizens averfe from eo-operating with
them, and defpairing of being able, without  their afiftance, to
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Biok ont long iy defeided Siihenight Ah BooK
all the priefls and ecclefiaftics went in olemn proceffion to Tole-
d0's tent, to deprecate his vengeance,  When they were pleading
the caufe of the unhappy ansious inhabitants, and reprefeating
that only a finall number of them had been guilty, while by far
the greateft part had preferved their allegiance ; the, foldicrs, ap-
prehenfive that Toledo might liften to this apology, and difappoint
them of their prey, ruthed forward to the city, and broke into
it, fome by the gates, and others, by the help of fealing ladders,
over the walls.  Then fpreading themfelves like a deluge, they
gave a loofe to every fpecics of violence; butchering fome, and
plundering all without mercy. There was no diftinion made
of age, fex, or condition. Virgins and matrons were violated
before the cyes of their parents and hutbands.  The churches and
convents were pillaged as well as private houfes; and the nuns
were not exempted from that brutal uft and fury, which the
Spaniards indulged without controul.

e

Tue duke of Alva was fenfible how great an odium muft s by
attend fuch a barbarous treatment of a city, ‘which had hi- 5tk of
therto been diftinguithed for its fidelity; yet he chiofe to
jultfy what had been done, and in a few days afterwards pub=
lifhed a manifefto, in which he declared, that the citizens had
fuffered no more than their rebellion had deferved ; that juftice
‘was not yet entirely fatisfied ; that their crime merited a fill fes
verer punithment, than barely to be deprived of their cffes
and that other cities which had already imitated, or fhould after=
wards imitate, their example, might expet, fooner or later, to
meet with the fame fate. OF the facrilege that had been com
‘mitted on the churches and convents, and the fhocking treatment

Yyz of
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of the weaker fex, no mention was made in the manifeflo, and
no excufe was ever offered for paffing over thefe enormitics with
impunity.  Gréat arrears, faid the apologifts of Alva, wereat that
time due to the foldiers ; and, as he could not fatisfy them, he
cither thought it reafonable to allow them to take a compenfation
for their pays or, being well acquainted with their ferocious
tempers, he was afiaid to exercife his authority. - The Spanifh
foldiers themfelves, though lite ferupulous with refped to crimes
contrary 10 the Jaws of nature, juftice, and humanity, were after-
wards, agrecably to the chara@er of their nation, touched with
remorfe on account of their violation of the churches; and in or-
det to atone for their guilr, they hearkened to the ditates of fu-
perflition; and laid out a portion of their plunder in building a
houe for the jefuits in Antwerp*.

Avva having gone to Macfiricht, where he difinifled his Ger-

71" man horfe, went from thence to Bruffels, while the Spaniards were

permitted to remain at Mechlin for feveral days, which they
employed in colledting their plunder; and fending it off in boats to
Antwerp, to be expofed to fale.  Toledo then led them againft the
other cities which had received German ‘garrifons. Thefe gar-
sifons fled on. his approach; and the people agreed fo pay
exorbitant contributions to. fave their cities from being facked :
nor did he meet with any oppofition iat his progref, till he came
10 Zutphen, which was at that time 2 place of confiderable firength.
It was defended with a wall flanked with baftions, and furrounded
with a deep ditch.  The Ifel wathes the fortifications on one fide,
the Berkel on another ; and the ground on the other two fides is
fo extremely wet and mariby as 1o render the place, for the great-
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eft part of the year, almoft inacceflible. But unfortunately for the
proteftants in gareifon, they could s il themfelves of thefe
advantages at this junéture; the froft g fet in with un-
common feverity feveral days before m: ‘iva of Toledo, | He
found no difficulty therefore in approaching the place with his
batteries, and he foon made a breach in the wall. He was pre-
paring for an affault, when he received inelligence, that the gar-
1ifon, and all fuch as had rendered themfelves obnoxious, had
gone out of the town by the oppofite gate; and that the citizens
who remained were now, when left at liberty to a agreeably to
their inclination, willing immediately to furrender at difcretion.
But Toledo having, by the finall refiflance which the garrifon had
made, got a pretext for plundering this unhappy people, refufed
to liften to any terms of accommodation, and ordered his troops
toadvance. They entered the town without oppofition, and re-
peated there the fame fhocking barbatities which they had exer-
cifed in Mechlin, with this difference, that as there was' much
Tefs booty in Zutphen, to fatisfy their rapacity, they indulged
their cruelty o much the more. They put to the fword all the
citizens who fell in their way, men and women without diftinc-
tion ; and when they were tired with flaughtering, they caft great
numbers into the Ifel, and indulged themfelves in the horsid joy
of beholding the unhappy fufferers perifh in the fircam. By the
fword and water, above five hundred perithed ; and the reft were
Gbliged to redeem their lives by the moft oppreffive coatributions,
which were fo cruclly exacted, that the living had reafon to envy
the fate of thofe whom death had delivered from fuch intolerable

mifery .
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HILE the Spanilh army was employed in the fiege of 300 K.
—

Mons, and in fubduing the other revolted towns in the
fouthern provinces, the people of Holland and Zealand improved
the leifure which was afforded them, by taking every precaution
in their power (o fecure themfelves from being again reduced under
the Spanifh yoke. They increafed the numbee of their thips of war,
completed their fortifications, and levied fo great a number of
forces, as, with the great advantages of their fituation, they, hoped
would be fufficient for their defence.

daStions.

Zeslod.

BEFORE the duke of Alva fet out for Mons, he had, agreeably "’?:lipADHk\
to orders tranfimitted to him from Spain, read, in prefence of the st
States of Brabant, Artois, Hainault, and Flanders, a declaration, s
that he would pafs from. the taxes of the tenth .and twentieth

peanics,
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B ?(.Cvf pennies, on condition that the States would devife fome other
- means by which the money neceflary for the king's fervice might
7% pe raifed. Intimation was made of this conceffion to the States
of Holland, by the count of Boflut; who, in the name of the go-
vernor, cominanded them to afemble at the Hague, to confider
of what other taxes they would fubflitute in the room of

thofe which had been formerly impofed.

Tit1s concelfion, which, if it had been made fooner, might have
prévented the revolt of the maritime provinces, was not attended
with the defired effect. It excited in the minds of the people
the higheft degree of joy and exultation’; but they did not think
themfelves indebted for it, either to the king or the duke of Alva.
“They aferibed it wholly to the dread that was entertained of the
prince of Orange, to whom alone they thought themielves bound
for this firlt inflance of attention that had been fhewn to their in~
clination or intere®t fince Philip's acceffion to the throne. ~ They
could ot doubt, that if his apprehenfions of the German army.
were removed, Alva would be again permitted to refume the
‘purfuit of that plan of tyranny which he had been obliged to
fufpend. They were well acquainted with the vindidtive fpiric
which animated Philip’s counfels. They knew that, for much’
flighter offences than thofe of which they had been guilty, many
thoufands of theit countrymen had fuffered the moft cruel death s
and they belicved, that whatever affurances might be
of pardon, the memory of their guilt would never be extinguithed
but in their blood. By the unrelenting cruelty which had been
exercifed againft the proteftants, added to the contempt which had
been fhewn to their fandamental rights and laws, the people
were entirely alienated from Philip's perfon and government.

They

Hisconcefion
diegided
by e Suie,
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They were convinced that he had refolved to treat them hence-
forth, not as fubjets but as flaves; and they had long repined
and murmured at their fate.

Tx0m the time of Alva's arrival in the Netherlands, all the pro-
teflants who had efcaped from the cruelty of the inquifitors, had
carefully concealed their fentiments, and conformed to the efta-
blithed worfhip; but having of late received a great increafe of
number, by the return of many of the exilcs, they had thrown
off the mafk; and it now appeared, that by far the greateft part
of the inhabitants, and even of the deputics of the States, were
frongly attached to the reformed religion. Their religious zeal
co-operated with their abhorrence of the Spanifh tyrann;
both together infpired them with a fixed unalterable purpofe to
efend their liberty to the laft.

nd

PROMPTED by thefe motives, the States paid no regard to the
order for affembling at the Hague, tranfiitted to them by Boffi
and that they might the more firongly exprefs their contempt of
the governor's authority, they appointed an affembly to be held at
Dort. O this alembly they gave early notice to the prince of
Orange, and intreated him to fend one of his moft faithful fricads,
properly inflrudted, to affift them in their deliberations. The
perfon whom the prince made choice of for this purpofe, was the
Sieur de St. Aldegond, the author of the compromife, who had
loog been well acquainted with William's moft fecret views and
fentiments.

ST. Aldegond readily undertook the tafk impofed upon- him
and at the firft meeting of the States, gave them thanks ia the
mame of the prince, for the intimation which they had fent hirm,
of their refolution to vindicate their liberty wnder his dirction,

o, I, Zz The
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& The prince was confeious, he fiid, of being ferioufly intereliedt
in the welfare of all the provinces, and of none more than thofc of
Holland and Zealand, which for feveral years had been the objects
of his paticular artention, . From time to time he had heard with.
indignation and gricf, of the diftrefs and mifery to which they had
been reduced through the Spanifh tyranny ; and there was no-
thing which he defired more ardently, than to be infiramental in
secovering for them thofe invaluable rights, which for ages paft
had proved the fource of their profperity. In order to accomplifh
this end, he had fpared neither expence nor labour. - He had failed
in his former attempt for their deliverance, not (he hoped, they
would believe) through any negligence or mifconduct, but through
the fuperior power and more copious refources of the enemy. In
his prefent armament, he ad already expended all that remained
of his once ample fortune; and as in levying his army, he had
trufted in a gréat meafure to the aMftance which they had pro=
mifed hitn's now was the time to fulfil that promife, and to enable
him to begin his military operations without delay.

Ttz States who koew the truth of what St. Aldegond had e
prefented, and were fenible how much the fuccefs of William’s
erprife depended on his receiving an immediate fupply; fent
him without delay a hundred thoufand florins, which they bor-
rowed from the more wealthy citizens ; and promifed to fend him
‘more as foon as it could be raifed, cither from the ordinary taxes,
or from the revenues of the monafteries, which were at that time
converted intoa fund for carrying on the war. After.this trant-
a@tion, a folemn declaration. in writing was delivered to St, Al-
degond, in which they engaged to acknowledge the prince of
Orange as the only lawful governor or ftadtholder of the pro-
vince;
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vince; appointed him commander in chicf of all their forces by
fea and land; and engaged, that, without his confent, they fhould
not liften to any terms of peace which might be offered: St, Al
degond, on the other hand, engaging in the name of the prince,
that he would not lay down his arms, nor.enter iato any accom-.
modation or treaty, without the knowledge and approbation of
the States

Tz States exerted themfelves firenuoufly to perform their pro-
mifes of fupplics.  They fent him two hundred thoufand lorins,
which he received at Ruremonde, in his way to Mons, and gave
him fecurity for three hundred thoufand. When the news were
brought them of his retreat, and the ncceffity under which he
found himfelf of difbanding his army, they were cxceedingly de-
je@ted; and were filled with the moft difquicting apprehenfions,
whea they confidered that the duke of Alva, having no enemy in
the field to oppofe his progrefs, was now at liberty to employ all
s forces united, in taking vengeance on them, for their contempt
of his authority.

‘Tizis dificels was much increafed by the inflexible obitinacy
of the city of Amflerdam, in adhering,to the Spanifh intereft;
which did not proceed {o much from the general inclination of the
citizens, as from the care which the duke of Alva had taken to
preferve the government of that city in the hands of the moft ri-
gid catholics. By an order of the States, Lumey count de la Marc
had befieged it with a confiderable body of troops; but afier
making fome progrefs in his operations, he defpaired of fuccefs,
and fuddenly raifed the fiege. He aferibed the milcarriage of his
attempt to the negligence of the States, in fupplying him with

© Meuti Asriscan p. 84
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provifions. The States, on the other hand, threw the blame en=
tirely upon the count. They had been for fome time paft cxtreme=
ly diffatisfied with his condud, on account of the cruelties which
he had allowed his troops to exercife againft the catholics; and
they believed. that they fhould never be able to pefiade the peo-
ple of Amfierdam to unite with the other cities in the province,
while their army was under ghe command of a perfon who had
rendered himfelf fo exceedingly obnoxious .

Loun complaits of the outrages of the foldiers were heard in
every quarter, and many of the people began to lament the revo-
lution to which they had given their confent. The States dreaded
the confequences of fo much ill humour.  But they were not pof-
feled of power fufficient to remedy the abufes complained of  and
1a Marc, who was naturally violent and ferocious, paid no regard
10 their commands. ~ In this diftrefs they had no refource, but i
the prudence and authority of the prince of Orange; who, they
hoped, would, notwithftanding his late misfortunes, be able to
reprefs the infolence of the foldiers and their general. They fent
him notice of the critical fituation to which they were reduced 3
and they intreated him to come, as foon as pofible, to take the
government of the province, and the command of the forces, into
his own hand.

WiLLIAM could not, either with fafety or honour, have lefe
his army fooner than he did. From Orfloy, where it was difbanded,
he went, attended only by his own domeftics, and a company of
horfe, to Campen in Overyflel, and from thence he paffed over the
Znider Sea to Enchuyfen; where he was joyfully received, and all
his diredtions for the greater fecurity of the place, were caricd

» Meari Awisca, p.g50
5 immediately
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immediatly into exccution. After Raying there for fome days, 39,0
and vifiting the other towns in the provinee, he fet out for Haer-

Jem; having appointed a convention of the States to be held in
that city, to-confider of the pefent fituation of their afsits:

T

Hirs arvival excited in perfons of all ranks the moft unfeigned i mguiai
Joy; but this joy, he perceived, was greatly allayed by their ap- "
prehentions of being unable to refift an enemy, before whom he
Himfelf, at the head of a powerful army, had beea obliged to e
tire. The firt objef of his attention was to raife their drooping.
fpirits, by making them fenfible of the advantages which they
poffefled in. the nature and firuation of their country ; whichy
‘while they retained their fuperiority at fea, and adted in concert,
‘would render abortive all the attempts of the Spaniards to reduce
them. The magnanimity which he difplayed diffufed itfelf into
every brealt; and the deputies unanimoufly declared, that they
would be entirely governed by his conntel in all their conduct, and
would Iay dowa: their lives fooner than abandon that invaluzble
liberty,. without which they thought ife itfelf swas not defirable.

I the prefeat tempee. of their minds, William might. have: 1 modes-
ruled the people of the maritime provinces witls anabfolute fayy. o 2
but he knew there was a much fafer; as well as a more cffecualy
method of exercifing power, and wifely. reolved to confult the
States in_every mattec of importance, and to take upon himfclf:
only the execution of their commands. - For this parpoe e fre~
quently convened them ; and in order to. give greater weight to
their decifions, he perfuaded them to admit into their number the
deputies of tvelve other cities, befides thofe of whom their affem.
bly had been hitherto compofed: a meafure which was no lefs
gracious
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gracious and popular, than it was wife and prudent. It flattered
the vanity of thofe towns on which the new privilege was beftow-
ed; engaged them to contribute with greater alacrity their thare
of the public expences ; and drew the feveral difricis of the pro-
vince into a ftate of more intimate union with one another.

Wrrh the States, thus increafed in number, the prince applied
Bimfelf to reaify the diforders which had prevailed, and to put the
‘provinee into a pofture of defence againft the Spaniards. It had
‘been deferted during the late commotions bygnany of the princi-
‘pal inhabitants, by feveral members of the courts of juflice, and
by the offcers of the revenue, and others who held public employ-
ments; which they had been induced to abandon, cither by their
attachment to popery, or the diffidence in the duration and flabi-
lity of the prefent government. The numerous vacancics which
were thus oceafioned, were fupplied with proteflants; and no ca-
tholic was admitted jnto any office, or allowed to take any concern
in the adminifiration of public affairs.

Tas exercife of the Romifh religion was prohibited in the
churches; and the only worhip permilted to be exercifed publicly,
was the proteftant, as taught by Calvin, and practifed in Geneva,
and the Palatinate.  Thus far the prince of Orange complied
with the inclination of the people, by a great majority of whom
the principles of the reformers had been embraced.  But all per-
fecution on account of religion, he diféouraged to the utmolt of
his power. His reafonings for toleration’ were more fuccefsful
now i favour of the papifls, than they had been formerly with
the dutchefs of Parma, in behalf of the reformers. ‘The States,
by his perfuafion, refolved that no perfon whatever fhould be mo-
lefted on aceount of his religion, provided that he lived quietly,

kept
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Kept 5o correlpondence with the Spaniards, and gave no difturb= B
ance to the eflablifhed mode of worfhip'.

WiLLiam found greater difficulty in reftraining the licentiouf-
nefs of the army, than in fetling either the courts of juflice or the
chureh.  When we refle on thofe horrid feencs which were cx-
Hibited in the Netherlands by the duke of Alva and his affoiates,
it will not appear furprifing, that the proteflants fhould have con-.
ceived the moft violent animofity againft their bloody perfecutors.
They had fecn their deareft relations and friends, befides many per-
fons whom they revered on account of” the funocence and fandlity
of their lives, treated Tike the moft' flagitious maléf@tors: and
many of themfelves had; inorder to avoid the fame fate; been
obliged to abandon their habitations, and to wander from place to
Place, forlorn and indigent. In the bitternes of their difiefs, they
had forgotten the fpirit of that religion for which they fuffe-
‘ed; and-on many occafions, wrecked their vengeance dgainft their
enemics with' a brutal fury. To'the Spaniards who were taken
prifoners at fea, the proteflants on board the fleet gave no quar-
ter; while thie ecclefiatics, and ‘many others whofe only erime
was thiir adherence to the religion of their anceflors, were treated |
by the proteflant foldiers with equal inbumanity,

359
0ok
.

Tz count of la Marc, commandér in chief of the forces, Was Lumey de a
Bk,

0 far from oppofing thefe enormitis, that he encouraged his
foldiers in committing them. This noblémas principal virtue
was intrepidity, and under the ‘cloak of zeal for liberty, and the
seformed religion, he feems to havelintended rothing fo much as
the gratification of his avarice or revénge. ' The prince of Orange
who, from his natural humanity, and a peudent regard to fature

G, . 41
confequences,
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confequences, was utterly averfe to cvery fpecies of violence,
attempted to make him fenfible of the folly and iniquity of his
conduét, But finding that he was not likely to fucceed, and that
the foldiers flill indulged themfelves without controul in their
wonted excelles, he referred the matter to the cognizance of the
States, and defired them to confider coolly what was prope to be
done. The States, who were highly incenfed againft the count,
for his contempt of their authority, deprived him of his com-
mand, and ordered him to be apprehended. William, unwil-
ling to forget the fervices which the coun had performed in the
beginning of the revolt, foon after interpofed in his bebalf, and
prevailed upon the States to releafe him. But Ja Mare could not
digeft the affront which had been offered him.~ He complained
Toudly of the States for their ingratitude; boafled of his autho-
1ity in the flect and army, and attempted to excite a fpirit of
fedition among the people. The States were meditating to feize
him a fecond time, in order to bring him to his trial. But the
prince of Orange, prompted by tendernefs for his relations, and
a fenfe of his former fervices, diffuaded them from executing their
defign, and advifed them to fuffer him to Jeave the province.
The States liftened, though with fome relu@ance, to this advice,
and the count having left the Netherlands, died foon afterwards
in the city of Liege.

Tie command. of: the. forces was conferred on the count
of Battenburg, by whom. they were brought under proper
dieipline; and all fuch of the catholics a3 chofe to remain in the
country, delivered from thofe alarms and apprehenfions with
which they had been hitherto difquieted. One caufe of the great
irregularities which had been committed by the troops, was the

want
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want of proper funds for their fubfiflence. ~ The States now fip-
plied this defedt, as well as the prefent circumflances of the
Brovince would allow.  To.the payment of the army, and other
public purpofes, they appropriated the demefncs which the king
had enjoyed as count of Holland, the reveaues of the Romifh
Priefts and monallerics, ;and:the eftates of all fuch catholics as had
gone over 1o’ the enemy, befides a certain proportion of the cap-
tures made at ea,

WHILE the prince of Orange and the States were thus e
e

ployed in providing for the fecurity of Holland, Frederic de
Toledo had made rapid progrefs in reducing the towns which had
revolted in the other provinces; o did he find much diffeulty
in fubduing them; for fo great was the terror which they had
conceived from his late fuccefs, that of all the towns which had
declared for the prince of Orange in Groningen, Overyfil,
Utrecht, and Fricfland; there was none that did not fend ambaflue
dors to Toledo, to deprecate his vengeance, and to make pros
feflion of unreferved fubmiffion to bis will. He placed garrions
in the moft confiderable towns, and inflicted no other punithmeat
wpon the people but pecuniary fines. Had he maintained the fime
moderation in his eondudt afterwards, He would not perhaps have
encountered much greater difficulty in the recovery of fome of
the towns of Holland and Zealand, than he had wiét with in re-
covering thofe of the interior provinces ; but from natural tem-
pery he rejoiced infinitcly more in rigour and feverity, ‘than in
Ienity and moderation ;. of the trith of which he ‘gave a fignal
proof in his barbarous treatment of the inbabitants of Nacrden,

Tutss town was then neither large nor frongly fordified, yet v

the citizens, prompted by fome foreign protcfiants who refided
* Guais p. go. Mewri Aurcas, p. o7,
Yor. 1. 34 in
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init, were bold cnough to refafe admittance to a company of

"__ horfe, fent by Toledo before his main army, to requirc their

fubmiffion ; but, having quickly repented of their rahuefs, they
difpatched a deputation of the moft refpe@able inhabitants, among
whom was Lambertus Hortenfius, a man emincat for bis learn=
ing, to Amersfort, where Toledo had arsived in his way to Naer-
den. He declined hearing the ambalfadors himfelf, and defired
them to apply to Julio Romero, who had power, e faid; to
grant them fuch terms of reconcilement as be fhould judge to be
reafonable. By Romero it was agreed, that the lives and for-
tunes of the citizens fhould be fpared on the following con-
ditions = That the town fhould be immediately delivered into the
hands of Toledo ; that all the inbabitants fhould renew their oath
of allegiance to the king 3 and that one hundred Spanith foldirs
ihould be permitted to feize as much booty as they could carry at
one time out of the city. In ratification of this agreement,
Romerd, having given his right hand three feveral imes to Hor-
tenfius, entered the town, attended by fo fimall a number of Spa-
niards as banifhed from the minds of the citizens all apprehen-
fions of fraud or violence ; and when he fummoned them to meet
in one of the churches 1o take the oath of allegiance, they ran
hither unarmed, and prefented. themfelves a defencelefs prey to
thir bloody murderers. Whether Romero adted in concert with
Toledo docs not appear from the cotemporary hiftorians.  This
only is certain, that while the former was emploed i admi-
niftcring the oath; the latter, who had brought forward his
troops to the gates of the town, led them diredlly to the church
in which the citizens were affembled, and ordering the doors
swhich till then had been kept fhut to be thrown, di

it at the head of his troops, and immediatcly Killed with bis own

han
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hand the principsl magifirate. 'The Spaniards were not backward 3 0 0 K

.

to imitate the example of their gencral. They fell with favage

fury on the aftonithed,  defencelefs citizens, and after butchering
all that were in the church, fpread themfelves over the city, and
put every perfon whom. they miet to the fword, They made no
diftin@tion between the innoceat and the guilty ; the catholics, as
wwell a5 proteflants; thofc who had preferved theic allegiance, as
well as.thofe who had thrown it off, were ll involved in one pro-
mifeaous ruin. - The foldiers then entering into the houfes, where
they found the wives and daughters of the flain overwhelmed with
anguifh, inflead of being fofiencd by the fight of fo much unme-
rited diftrefs in-that tender (ex, their favage hearts only prompted
them to indulge their avarice, their cruelty, and their luft. Even
virgins under age they violated, and others they tortured in the
moft inhuman manner, either from a wanton pleafure which they
took in cruel deeds, or to extort from the unbappy fufferers a dif-
covery of the treafure which had belonged to'their murdered huf-
bands or parents. They firangled fome, embrued their hands
the blood of others, turaed all the refk of the city into the open
fields, and then throwing fire into the houfes, reduced the town
10 afhes.

Tz accounts tranfiitted 1o us by the proteffant writers of the
Borrid cruclty which the Spaniards exercifed ‘on this. occafion,
would be incredible, if they were not confirmed by the catholic
hiftorians. There was an hofpital in the town for old men, and
at that time there were feveral in it above eighty years of age;
-even thefe were butchered; nor did perfons confined to the bed of
ficknefs and diftrefs efeape their fury. The life of Lumbertus Hor~
tenfius was faved by the interpofition of the count de Boffut; but
4he Spaviards made Him fuffer what was worle than death; by

342 murdering
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murdering the fon, ‘and.tearing: his heart out of his body before

- the father’s eyes.. There is- another inflance of theit cruelty re-

s

Siegeof
Hibies.

corded, which is; if poffible, fill more inhuman. - After having
tortured in the moft fhocking manner one of the citizens, to make
‘him difeover where he had concealed his wealth, they difhonoured
his wife in his prefence, and upon his reproaching them with their
barbarity, they put him to death;; then, having tied the woman's
hands behind her, they bound ber by the feet to-a beam of the
houfe, with her head downward, and left her to die in that pof-
ture, with her little fon, whom they likewife bound and placed
befide her, to aggravate the mifery of that dreadful death to which
their cruclty had doomed her s

FroM this horrid maffacre, Toledo led his army to Amflerdam,
‘where he remained for fome time in expe@ation that, from the
dread of his vengeance, the other towns of the province would be
induced to make a tender of their fubmiffion; but the cruclty
and treachery which he had exercifed at Nacrden, were not more
contrary to the Jaws of religion and humanity, than inconfilent
with the maxims of found policy, and were caleulated not fo
much to escite terror as revenge and indignation.  From the fute
of Nacrden, the people were convinced, that there was at leaft
as much o be dreaded from fubmiffion'as from refiftance; and they
thought it no lefs abfurd than dangerous, to enter into terms of
agrcement with men who had fhewn themfelves fo-cruelly perfi-
dious. t

Or this they foon gave a confpicuous proof in their vigorous
and obfinate defence of Haerlem. To gain over the inhabitants
of that city, Toledo had employed the mediation of the catho-

 Mew
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Ties of Amflerdam, and fome of the magifirates of Faerlem had
fent privately three of their number to Frederic ta treat with him
of a furreader. . This was no. fooner known than Riperda, a
Friefland gentleman, to whom the prince of Orange had com=
mitted the government of - the town, ealled together the prin-
cipal inhabitants, and informed them of what had paffed. * By
a folemn oah,” faid e, * the magifirates were fately bound not
to liften, without your permiflion, to any propofals, or to engage
in any defign or enterprife, by which the general interett of the
city might be affected ; yet, not only without your permiffion,
but even without your knowledge, they have fent an embaffy to
treat with Toledo about delivering the city to the Spaniards.
We are unable, they pretend, to withfland fo great a force as
will be brought againt us, and muft be involved in all the wi-
feries of a cruel fiege, unlefs we avert them by atimcly appli
cation for peace and pardon.. But have the Spaniards treated with
greater lenity thofe who have trufled to.their faith, than thofe
who have oppofed them?. Have the people of Mechlin and
Zutphen been dealt with more mercifully than thofe of Mons 2
Does not the melancholy fate of Naerden fufficiently infirat
you how litle regard is due to the promifes of thofe men, who
have now thewn themfelves 10 lefs devoid of faith than we have
ever found them of humanity ? Are not the fireets of that un~
happy city fill recking with the blood of thofe who confided in
the faith and merey of the Spaniards ?, By flanding on:oun
defence we may elude their fury ; but if we receive them into the.
city, we rufh beadlong upon deftrudlion.  They will either
butcher us like fheep, after they have firipped us of our arms,
or reduce us to a flate of ignominious flavery and bondage. Do
not fatter yourfclves with the hopes that they are willing to be.

seconciled.
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reconciled to you. ‘They intend only to take advantage of your
fimplicity, and to get you into their power, without expofing
themielyes to danger. Have you not all already fworn to at the
part to which T now exhort you, to defend your walls againft the
Spaniards, and to preferve your allegiance to the prince of Orange,
whom you have acknowledged as the only lawful governor of the
province? And in order to fave ourfelves from the hardfhips of a
fiege, fhall we imitate that vile example of treachery, which in
our encmies appears fo odious ? Let us derive courage, my friends,
from the juftnefs of our caufe ; and rather than fubmit to fuch an
enemy, let us refolve to die, fighting glorioully in defence of our
religion, our liberty, and laws.”

Tiurs fpecch was recived with thouts of high applaufe by all
the audience. ‘They cried out with one voice 3 “ No peace with
the Spaniards; we will fhed the laft drop of our blood, rather than
open our gates to fo perfidious an enemy.” Riperda then fent
information to the prince of Orange, who was at this time in
Delf, of the refolution which they had formed. And in return,
William encouraged the citizens to perfevere, by affuring them
that the other cities in the province would exert themfelves with
vigour in their behalf, Immediately after which he reinforced the
garrifon with four companies of Germans ; and fent St. Aldegond
with 2 commiffion to put the adminiftration of the town in the
hands of fuch as were fincerely attached to the reformed religion.
OF the three ambafadors who had treated with the Spaniards, one
remained with Toledo, and the other two were, upon their return
to Haerlem, put under arreft, and fent to Delft, where, after be-
ing tried, they were condemned as traitors. One of them died
in prifon, and the other was executed publickly : an inflance of
feverity, with which the prince of Orange was not difpleafed, as

it
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it tended to deter the catholics in the other cities, from holding
correfpondence with the enemy.

Tue news of thefe unexpeed events excited, in the fiery

tempers of Toledo, and his father, the highet degree of wrath

and indignation. They immediately gave orders for the march

of the troops to Hacrlem, and exerted themfelves firenuoufly in

making preparations for carrying on. the fiege with difpatch and

vigour.

HABRLEN was,-at the time of this memorable fege, the moft Petepionct

confiderable town in Holland, next to Amfterdam. It was fur-

rounded with a deep ditch and a firong wall, but was of fo great

extent, that it required a numerous garrifon to defend it. It

flands beautifully in the mid( of an extenfive plain, having a wood

on one fide, and a branch of the river Sparen on the other; and

the other branch of that river pafles through the town, and then

falls into the lake, oras it is fometimes called, the fca of Hacrlem.
Amfterdam and Leyden are nearly at the diftance of between three

and four leagues from it; the former lying towards the eaft, and

the latter towards the {outh,  From Amfterdam and Utrecht, To~

Jedo propofed <o furnifh his army with provifions ; and the people

of Hacrlem cxpedted to derive the fame advantage from the neigh-

Bourhood of Leyden; where, in order to afit them more effcc

tually, the prince of Orange now fixed his refidence.
Tute nearelt way by which the Spanifh army could approach
to Haerlem, was by the fort of Sparendam, the rampast of which.
fiood on the dike along which the troops maft paf. In.this fore
Riperda had placed a garrifon of thrce hundred men, aad had
Begun to employ the country people in breaking down the dike,
in order to lay the country under water. But the froft having fer-
. in.
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in with uncommon feverity, rendered all their labour fruidlefs, and
gave the Spaniards eafy accefs to the fort.  The garrifon made a
vigorous refitance for fome time; but being attacked on cvery
fide, and overpowered by fuperior numbers, they were at length
compelled o retire to Haerlem,

Towno follovied foon after with his army, which confifted of
‘between twelve and thirteen thoufand mens; fix thoufand of whom
‘were natives of Spain, and the reft Walloons and Germans,  He
had juft begun to aflign them their feveral Rations, when he re-
ceived intelligence that a body of troops, amounting o near three
thoufund men, i rh cannon and provifions, were upon their march

from Leyd !
was_ formed. IIc oot ot s
had the good fortune, during a fall of faow, to come upon
them unawares, near the village of Berkenrode.  His troops be-
ing grearly foperior in number to. the enemy, broke their ranks
at the ficlt onfet, and having killed between fix and feven hun-
dred, put thie reft to flight. Their officers endeavoured to rally
them, but in vain. . They fled precipitately, and lcft thcir cannon
and provifions a prey to the vi@orious army.

FLositen with this fuccefs, Toledo returned immediately to
the fiege. Hlaving fationed the Walloons and Germans on the
great road which leads to Leyden, he himfelf with the Spaniards
took poffeffion of an hofpital, which lay near the gate of the crofs,
At this place ‘he refolved to begin his operations, although the
gate .was covered by a ficong ravelin, ‘and the wall on that fide
could/be more cafly defended than in any other quarter, Into
this blunder be was betrayed, not fo much by ignorance or inad-
vertence, as by the contempt which he entertained for the be-

fieged.
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fieged. - After the fuccels with which bis arms had every where D
been attended, he did not expect to meet with the finalleft diffic
culty in his prefent enterprife’; and flattercd himfelf that Hacrlom,
ike the other revolted cities, would, 'as foon a3 he fhould begin
his attack, open her gates to reccive him. | From: the fame pre-
fumption, he negleéted all the precautions which are ufually taken

in ficges; and, without opening trenches to cover his men from
* the enemy's fire, he planted his battery and began to cannonade.
the gate and ravelin. | He had no_ fooner made a breach, than he.
refolved to florm it, and for this purpofe ordered one hundred
and fifty men to crofs the ditch, by means of a portable bridge,
This detachment was ordered to return, in cafe the breach, fhould
be found impradticable.  But the relt of the foldiers, who were.
not lefs confident of fuccefs than their general, and were ime
pelled by their avidity for plunder, without yeaiting for the
word of command, ran forward to the bridge, and paffed over
it in great numbers. ‘They foon perceived their error. The
breach was not near fo confiderable as they had imagined, and
their faling ladders were (o0 fhort. The narrownefs of the bridge,
‘which permitted only three men to march a-breaft, threw them fn-
o confufion.  They flood on the brink of the ditch, crowded to-
gether, and expofed to the mufquetry as well 'as cannon of the
befieged. - Stil, however, the foolifh ardor with which they were
infpired, made them unwilling to- retire, till Romero, an officer
whom they bighly refpected, advanced towards them, and re-
proached them with the madnefs of their attempt. < Do you not
perceive, lie cried, that the fmallnefs of the breach renders your
affault impracticable ? Is this the difcipline which you have learnt
in the fchool of the duke of Alva # Thus, without orders, to ex—
pofe yourfelves a defencelefs prey to thefe rebels, who infult and
oL, I 3B Butcher
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‘butcher you, while they themfelves are out of the reach of danger ?
You will foon find an opportunity t take vengeance on them. At
prefent it is not in your power.” At length he perfuaded them to
retire, but not till he himfelf was wounded, and near two hun~
dred:private men, and a great number of officers, had fallea.

‘Tris difafler ferved to undeceive Toledo with regard to the.
fucility of his enterprife ; and he refolved ot to expofe his troops
to any further danger, till he fhould be fully provided every
thing neceffary for conduting the fiege, with lefs expence of blood,
and a better profpeet of ficeefs. For this end, he gave the proper
inftruétions to his agents in Utrecht and Amfierdam ; but all the
roads which led to his camp, were fo much infefled by the Hol-
landers, that a whole month elapfed before he was in a condition to
renew his operations againft the town.

Tig prince of Orange was more fuccefsful in his attempts to
fecure it. He could, not indeed colle a fufficient. number of
twoops,, cither to, raife the fiege,, or to force his way through the
enemy’s intrenchments. But. the froft having continued for feveral
weeks, not,only men, but even loaded carriages, could be con-
veyed over. the lake. with. greater fucility than: by land. The
reader need ot be told with what agility; the Hallanders.tranfport
themfelves. from. one:place to.another, over. the,ice, with feates.
They, cxerted all their, dextesity on this. accafion, and introduced
into the city. fificen companies.of. foldiers, together with a great
number of, fledges, loaded with provifions and ammunition.

I the mean timé Toledo had prepared every thing requifite
for refuming the operations of the fiege; and he now haftened to
repair the faults which e Had committed in the beginning s pro-
c:edmg with greater caution than before, but with the fame adli-
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vity and vigor. Having by trenches fecured his troops againft the
fireof isartillecy ;.

at the fame time employed his miners, of shom the duke of Alva
had fent him three thoufand from the bifhopric of Licge, in work-
it mines, and fapping the foundation of the walls.  Neither la-
bour nor danger was avoided. - But the boldnels and vigilance of

the citizens and garrifon were in proportion to the means employed
10 fubduc them. By countermines, they either prevented, or ren-
dered incffectual, the mines of the befiegers 3 and no fooner was
a breach made in the fortifications, than ditches were dug o fome
fudden bulwack raifed behind it, by which all accefs was rendered
as difficult as ever. Not fatisfied with adting on the defenfive,
they often fallied out upon the befiegers, defiroyed their works,
and fell upon them fword in hand, when they were the leaft pre-
parcd to repel their attacks.

Waiie the Spaniards were thus kept in perpetusl occupation
and apxiety, the prince of Orange laboured affiduoully to increafe
their difficulties, by fending out flying. parties to intercept their
convoys of provifions.  Some of thele attempts proved fuccefsful
and as they made it neceffary for Toledo to fend large detachments
from Lis army to guard his convoys, they facilitated the introduc-
tion of fupplics into Haerlem, and retarded the progeefs of the
fiege.

Avseos all the fupplies of the Spanith army came from Am-
flerdam, and there was but one road by which they could be con-
veyed. Tn order to take poffefion of an important pafs on that
road, the prince bad fent a_detachment of troops under Antony
I Peintre, who had a principal concern in the. furptife of Mons.
The cathalics, of Amflierdam having received information of this

3B2 defign,
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defign, difpatched a number of forces, fufficient not only to fe-
cure the pafs, but to engage with the enemy. The two partics
came to blows ; the proteflants were routed, and' many of them
flain; among whom was le Peintre their commander. In deri-
fion of the befieged, the Spaniards having cut off the heads of le
Peintre, and of another officer killed in that rencounter, whofe
name was Coning or King, they threw them oxer the walls into
the city, with an infeription tied to the head of Coning, which
bore, befides his name, upon which they jefled aukwardly, that
he was come with two thoufand auxiliaries to raife the fiege. Of
this infult the Hacrlemefe hewed their refentment, by an action
equally barbarous. They beheaded tivlve of their Spanih prifon-
ers; and then put'all their heads into a cafk, which they rolled
down into the trenches, after writing upon it,  The tax of the
tenth penny to the duke of Alva, with the intereft due to him on
account of the delay of payment.” In revenge for this barbarity,
the Spaniards hung up by the fect and neck, 2 number of prifoners,
in fight of the befieged ; who, in return, put to death fome more
of their prifoners, in the fame ignominious manner, in the view
of the Spaniards. Such inflances of barbarous and ufelefs cruclty
were often [practifed in the beginning of the prefént war; nor
were they difeontinued, till the duke of Alva and his fon, who by
their-example contributed much to the fpreading of this fuvage
fpirit, had left the Netherlands.

T operations of the fiege were in the mean tiine carried on
by Toledo with as much celerity, as the difficulty under which he
Taboured in furnifhiog himfelf with provifions, and the number-
lefs difeafes which the feverity of the feafon occafioned among his
troops, would allow. By undermining the ravelin which defended
the gate of the crofs, he obliged the garrifon to abandon it; and

afer
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after a cannonading, which had lafled for many days, by which
he laid a great part of the wall in ruins, he at_laft refolved to
form the breach with all his forces. For this purpofe he drew
them together from their feveral flations in the night ; and that
e aight ind the befeged unprepared, he began the afult before
day-break. No precaution was neglected to infure fscee e
orders were explained to all the foldiers, particularly and diftin@lly.
Each man had his Ration and part afigned him. Some were ap-

pointed to fland at a proper diftance from the walls, to annoy the
encmy in cafe they fhould appear; and thofe who were deftined
for the affault were enjoined to obferve the moft profound filence,
ll they fhould make themfelves mafters of the breach. So well
was this 1al injunction obferved, that feveral of the Spaniards had
mounted the breach, and even fealed the walls, before the beficged
were apprifed of their approach. Bat when they had advanced
thus far, they were perceived by the guards, who immediately
founded the alarm, and cumbled them all headlong, before they had
time to put themfelves into a pofture of defence.

Tiuss affault was made near the ravelin of which the Spaniards
Tad got poffetfion fome days before; and in order to fecond the
alfilaats, many Spanith officers and foldiers were fanding uport
the ravelin, and a great number round it. The townfimen hav-
ing refolved to render this fortification ufelefs to the enemy, had
swrought a mine under it, and lodged there a quantity of gun=
powder, and other combuftible materials. They faw with joy,
and feized inflantly, the opportunity prefented to them, of execut-
ing their purpofe with fignal damage to the enemy. A part of
the ravelin, with the ground adjoining (0 it, was blown up; and
many of the Spaniards perifhed. The reft of the army flood
aghaft at this unforefeen difafter, The citizens lef them no lefure

©
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BOOK (o recover from their aflonifhment, but rufhed out impetuoufly,
attacked them with irrefiftible fury, and compelled them to re-

tire with the lofs of a great number of officers, and upwards of

three hundred private men.

o

Hemses Ttz fulure of this atemp, in which Toledo had exerted his
B ytmoft force and fkill, gave him great anxiety with regard to the
ifluc of the fiege; and fome of the principal offcers advifed
bim to raife it without delay. * All the miferics of a fiege,”
they faid, “ were felt more by the royal army, than by the rebels
who were befieged. Through the diffcult communication be-
tween the camp and Amflerdam, the troops laboured under a per-
petusl fearcity of provifions ; and fuffered more from the feverity
of the feafon, than from the fivord of the enemy. They would
cither never be able to take the place, or it would coft them in-
fiitely more than it was worth. In the end, the conquerors would
find themfelves in as deplorable a condition as the conquered; and
10 army would remain, fufficient to fubdue the other citics which
had rebelled.”

T1s opinion was warmly oppofed by other officers, who re-
prefented, That their fuceefs in the further profecution of the war,
would depend on the iffue of the prefent fege. we raife 1,
faid they, * we fhall confirm all the other cities in their obftinac
if we perlevere, we fhall render eafier every future enterprie.
The feafon cannot remain long in its prefent feverity. One night
may diffolve the ice, of which our eacmies have fo ofien availed
themfelves. Our lofs of men will be fpeedily repaired by the le-
vics which are making in the Netherlands, and by the troops
which wé cxpeét from Spain. We fhall foon be able to cut off
the town from all communication with the other revolted cities ;

and
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and when we have done this, can we doubt that the befieged will
open their gates and throw themfelves upon our mercy

Brrwssx thefe oppofite opinions Toledo would not take upon

375
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himfelf o decide, but: refered: the matter to.the duke, whofe @8 &%

anfiwer, carrying in it the appearance of authority more than
of counfel, fhewed that e was not a little difftisfed with
his fon for deliberating on the fubje€t. ¢ You muft profecute the
fiege,” faid Alva, in the letter which he wrote to him, * tll you
bring it to the defired iffue; unlels you would prove yourfelf
unworthy of the name you bear, of the blood from. which:
you are fprung, and of the command with which [ bave
intrufed you. The more difficult this enterprife, the greatec
glory may you derive from it. Tn.a fiege of fuch importance as
the prefent, you ought not to confider the number of days which
it detains yous but the: confequences with which your fuccefs or
failure will be attended.  You mufb iow endeavour to effectuate.
by famine, what you have been: unable to- accomplith by the
fword.  You muftblockade the town, infiead of florming it; and:
you will be enabled to reader the blockade complete, by the re-
inforcement which will foon be fent you. But if fll you all
entertain thoughts of abandoning your enterprife, 1 will cither
come myfelf to the camps fick as Iam; orif my increafing illnefs:
hall prevent me, [ will fend for the duchefs of Alvato comman
the army, rather than fuffer it to withdraw. "

Freperic was flung with this reproach, and refolved to
profecute the fiege, regardiefs of all the difficulties and dangers
which had induced him to deliberate, He proceeded flowly;,
however, on_ account of his want of a fufficient number of
troops to form the blockade; when, about the middle of Fe-

bruary;
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BQOK bruary, the froft went off, and changed entirely the operations of

5 the contending partics.

Yx‘.l:wf.fn @ Tre prince’ of Orange had not negledted to provide for this

" event. A great number of vellels had been prepared, and as foon
as the ice was melted, and the wind favourable, they left Leyden
with a large fupply of provifions; and filing along the lake, en-
tered into the Sparen, and got fafe to Hacrlem.  In this way the
Wikpe et Gl ol
fome time procure a naval force fufficient to prevent it. At
the coune de Boff,afited by the people of Amflerdam, :oli:ﬂcd
a great number of armed veffels with which he made his appear=
ance on the lake. And thus the feene was almoft entirely changed,
and the operations of the fiege converted, for feveral weeks, into
the various rencounters which pafled between the fleets ; while the
one party laboured 1o introduce fupplies into the city, and the
other was continually on the watch to intercept them. At
firlt the ations were flight and wnimportant, but at length
the number of fhips on both fides being greatly augmented,
they came to a general engagement ; in which, afier much blood-
fhed, viftory declared againft the proteftants. In this acion the
count de Boffut acquircd great honour, and reduced the ene-
‘my’s fleet to fo low a pitch, that henceforth they could not ven-
ture with fafety to come within his reach. He foon after made
himfelf mafter of a fort in the mouth of the Sparen, and having
fationed a part of the flcet there, he rendered all accefs to the
town by water utterly impracticable.

Thevigr  DURING thefe tranfactions on the lake, the townfmen and gar-
Giyorsts  mifon exerted the fame aQivity and vigour as before. They gave
BB the beficgers no refpite, but haraffed them continually, by fllying

out
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out in firong bodies, fometimes in one quarter, and fometimes in 5 L;(? k
another. In one of thefe fallies, they drove the German forces
from dheir entrenchments, flew upwards of cight hundred of
them, fet on fire their tents and baggage, and carrying off a great
number of cannon and military enfigns, rewrmed 10 the town in
triumph ™.
By Toledo was foon afterwards in a condition 1o prevent
thefe cruptions, from which the befieged derived fo much glory.
The reinforcement which his father had been preparing, at lengih
arrived ; and his trenches were thereby fecured againtt any attack
that could be made upon the, either from within, o from withi-
out.
T befieged began to fuffer greatly from a fearcity of provi- Tack ctwes,
fions.  There was no expedient for relicf, however defperate,
Which they did not employ. They attempted frequently in the
night, to force the enemy’s lines, and 1o open a. pafige for the
convoys, which, agrecably to concert, the prince of Orange fent
Forvard, to be ready (o enter the town, in cafe the garrifon could
diflodge the befiegers from their cntrenchments.  But they found
the enemy every where prepared to reccive them, and were re-
pulfed in all their attempts. They had then recourfe to another
10 lefs defperate expedient. They broke down the dike of the
Sparen, and laid all the ground between the lake and the city
under water. ‘The Spaniards being obliged, in confequence of
this device, to quit the part of their entrenchments to which. the
water reached, fome flat-bottomed boats paffed into the town, with
gun-powder and provifions. But the relief which the befieged
received in this way was inconfiderable. Boffu being abfolute.

» Thasaws, om.

Vou. L. ‘mafter
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mafler of the lake, the paffage by which the Hollanders had en-
tered was foon blocked up, and all accels to the town rendered
as difficult as ever.

Tte people of Hacrlem had now no profpe@ of deliverance,
but from a body of troops which the prince of Orange had for
fome months been employed in aflembling, with a view to attempe
the raifing of the fiege. He had folicited aid from the queen of
England, and from the French and German proteflants. But the
former was averfe at this time to declaring herfelf openly againft
Philip; and both the latter were too much occupied at home, to
have cither leifure or power to afford their brethren in Holland
any cffetual affitance. In the mean time, the famine in Hacr-
lem had ifen to the moft dreadful height, Every fpecies. of or-
dinary food was already confumed; and the people fubfified on
the roots of the coarfeft herbe, and on the fleth of horfes, dogs,
and other animals, againft which men commonly entertain the
ot irreconcileable averfion.  William having got information of
the extremity to which they were reduced, refolved to make an
effort in their bebalf, with the forces which be had already col-
le@ted. They confifted partly of Freach, German, and Englith
‘proteflants, but chiefly of raw troops, which had been levied haftily
For the prefent purpofe in the neighbouring cities; amounting to
Four thoufind foot, and fix hundred horfe. He intended to have
conducted this litle army himfelf, but was prevailed on by the
States to give the command of it to the count of Battenburg.
Notice was conveyed to tie befieged of the time, when this ar-
‘mament would approach Haerlem, by letters tied to pigeons, which
had been brought from Hacrlem to Leyden, in order to be em-

ployed
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ployed as meflengers to the befieged, in cae al other communic B Q0 €
<cation between the cities thould be obftru@ed . i o

BAT TENDURG fet out from Leyden with his troops, feveral field
pieces, and a large convoy of provifions, in the beginning of July.
His inflrudtions were, to diret his attack againft the quarters of
the Germans flationed towards the plain of Haerlem. The be-
fieged, it was expeded, would filly out upon them at the fame
time, and while they were thus diftracted by one encmy. before,
and another behind them, it was hoped that the convoy of provie ~
fions would find an opportunity of entering the town. But To-

ledo having reccived intelligence of their defign, drew up a part
of his forces within their entrenchments, to reprefs the fally in=
tended by the befieged, and led out the reft to meet count Batten
burg. His troops being greatly fuperior to the cnemy both in
difcipline and number, broke their ranks, and threw them into
confufion at the firlt onfet. The general, and upwards of two
thoufand men, were killed; and almoft the wholc convoy of pro-
vifions fell into the hands of the Vidors,
Tiss difler entirely broke. the fpirits of the befieged, 0d ry, s

made it ncceflary for them to propofe a furrender without delay. o G-

They accordingly feat a deputation to Toledo, with an offer to
deliver up the town, on condition that the  inhabitants fhould

not be pillaged, and that the garrifon hould be allowed to march
out of it, with. the honours of war.  Toledo refufed (o liften to i sfuer,
thefe, or any other conditions; and informed them tha they

‘muft leave it to,him to, determine, what treatment both the gat~

£ifon and citizens fhould receive.

® Thusnws, i, Ir,

3Gz Tus
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T befieged were too well a ed with Bis implacable
fjirit, not to Muink at the thoughts of expofing themfelves to his
mercy. They had not forgotten the difmal cataftrophe of Naer-
den. They confidercd his anfiwer as a declaration, that he had
devoted them to detruction. The people ran in crowds from every.
quarter of the city, to the places of public refort, in order t learn
the particulsrs of that fatal anfiver shich the deputics had brought.
The women, the aged, and all the more unwarlike part of the
inhabitants, were overwhelmed with terror. As if their houfes
had been already in flames, or as if they had bebeld the bloody
fivord of the Spaniard waving round them, there was nothing to
be fecn or heard, but tears, and (hrieks, and groans.  Their de-
fpair was foon afterwards converted into a degree of madnefs, by
a refolution formed by the governor and garrifon, to leave all fuch
as were unable to bear arms behind them, and to force their way,
fiword in hand, through the enemy's lines. To prevent them from
exccuting their purpofe, the women haftered tumultuoufly (many
of them with their children in their arme) to the gate where the
garifon bad appointed to rendezvous before their departure. It
was a feene truly piteous and miferable ; the women cither rolling
in the du, or clinging round the necks and knees of their huf-
bands, fathers, fons, or brothers diffolved in tears, and implor-
ing that they might be carried along with them, and fuffered cither
to cfeape or perifh together. The men were melted at the fight
of fo much anguifh in perfons fonear and dear to them, and yiclded
atlaft to their entreaties. It was then agreed, that one half of all
the military in the town fhould marel in the front, the other half
in the rear, and the women, children, and others unable to bear
arms, in the middle between them. Drawn up in this form, they
refolved to attempt a paflage with their fivords through the ene-

3 my’s

UVYA.BHSC



PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN.

my's entrenchments. They knew it to be impoffible, but that
moft of them muft perifh.  Eut if we open our gates to the
Spaniards,” faid Riperda, « mut we not likewife perith? And if
we muft die (though fill it is poffible we may eltape), is it not
better to die fighting bravely in the field; we who have exerted
curfelves fo firenuoully in defence of our religion and liberty ;

than, after being fript of our arms, and bound like eriminals, to
seceive an ignominious death upon a faffold, o in a dungeon,
from the hands of an ungenerous and uprelenting enemy >

“Tiex were upon the point of putting their defign in exccu-

tion, when intelligence of it was carried to Toledo, He confi- 1

dered, that if they were not diverted from it, he hould, in oa-
fequence of his vi€lory, inflead of a great and important city,
acquire poffeffion only of a defolated ruin. He reflected too on
the danger to which his troops might be expofed, from the fury
of fo many brave men animated by defpair and vengeanice; and
thercfore, without delay, he fent a trumpet 1o the befieged, to
give them hopes of favour and forgivenefs. There was a violent
firuggle in their minds for fome time between their fears, and the
hopes with which he thus infpired them. But from their knowledge
of his charadter,  their diftruft and diffidence prevailed; and they
refiafed 10 hearken to his propofil, till he engaged, that, on con-
dition of their paying two hundred thoufand livres, the army
fhould be reftrained from plundering’ the inhabitants, and that all
of them, except Bfty-feven, whom he named, fhould receive a
full pardon of their offences.

TH1s exception of fo great a number of citizens, who were the
‘moft confiderable perfons in the town, and had diftinguifhed them-
flves by their bravery i its defence, would have prevented the.

accommodation
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accommodation from taking place, had not the German part of the
garrifon urged in the moft determined manner, that the conditions
offered fhould be accepted.  The Walloons, on the other hand,
and the Dutch, were extremely reluftant and averfe; becaufe, as

they were more obioxious than the Germans, they believed that
no mercy would be fhewn them. The garrifon being thus di-
wided in their fentiments, and many of them having, with a view
to make their efcape, fecretly withdrawn from their ftations on the
walls, the inhabitants began to dread that the Spaniards, obfery~
ing them grown more remifs than formerly, might take the town
by form; and therefore, without further delay, they fent a de-
putation of their number, to make the furrender on the terms.
propofed.

A REGIMENT of Spaniards was immediately fent to take pof-
feffion of the place. Al perfons, whether inhabitants or foreign
foldiers, were ordered to lay down their arms.  The citizens were
commanded to retire into certain churches, and the garrifon to cer-
tain monaficrics, where guards were placed over them, to prevent
their efcape.  On the fame day, Toledo entered the town with
the Spanifh troops.. In order to induce the forcign foldiers, of
wwhom the garrifon chiefly conffled, to concur with the inhabitants
in the furrender, Toledo had given them. particular affurances of
fafety. And although they were ftriclly guarded, and not fuffered
to depart, yet bread had been diftributed to them as well as to the
citizens ; and no violence was_offered them dll the third day,
when the duke of Alva, who had recovered from his illnefs, came

to Haerlem, on pretence of vifiting the fortifications,. but in
reality to infira@ his fon with regard to his treatment of the
prifoners,

I
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T was then, but too late, that this brave, though now defence-
Tefs garrifon repented of having fo tamely delivered up their arms;
and faw the folly of rufling in the mercy of an ungenerous ene-

‘my, whofe revenge and hatred were implacable. A maffacre, which R,

had been concerted in the interview. between the father and fon,
was begun, by putting to death three hundred Walloons. At the
fame time, the brave Riperda, and other perfons of note were be-
headed, But the flaughter flopt not here;  Several hundreds of
French, Scotch, and Englifh foldiers, befides a confiderable num~
ber of the citizens who had been feized in attempting to make
their efeape, were likewife butchered ; and when the exccutioners.
were tired with flaughtering, they tied the unhappy victims two
by two, and plunged them into the river. Even the fick and
wounded were carried out itno the court-yard of the hofpital
where they lay, and pat to the fword.

Historians differ a5 to the number of thofe who were jn--
~olved in this difmal cataftrophe; and it is remarkable that fome
of the Spunifh writers make it greater than the Dutch. By the
lowell account, nine hundred brave men were exceuted like the
vileft malefadtors, who, trufling to Toledo’s promife, had given
wp their arms, and thrown themfelves upon his mercy.

17 would fhock. the reader’s humanity to offer any excufe for
fuch inhuman cruelty; yet it muft not be denied that Alva had
ample matter of chagrin, when he confidered how much the length
of the ficge, and the obftinate valour of the befieged had coft bim.
By the inclemency of the feafon, by the fearcity of provifions; and
by the fword of the enemy, he had loft four thoufand five hun-
dred men s befides a great nuibber whom their difeafes or wounds
sendered unfit for fervice, Nor was the diminution of his forces the

- only.
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only lofs which he fuftained from this fiege. It was attended with
an expence, by which his treafury was 'exhaufted: It funk con-
fiderably the reputation of. his arms; and infpired the infurgeats
with hopes, that an enemy, who had found-it fo difficult to con-
quer, might themfelves be overcome. 1t afforded leifure to the
other revolted cities to fetle their afFairs, and furnifhed them with
the happict opportunity  of carrying on their conquefls in Zea=
Tand, where the city of Middlcburg fill remained in the hands of
the Spaniards .

Modofte O the feveral inconveniencics which the duke of Alva fuffered
woopi from the length of the fiege, the drainiog of his treafury was not
the leaft confiderable; as it occafioned his falling behind in the
payment of his troops, and readered abortive all the fucceeding
operations of the campaign.  He intended that they fhould have
gone from Hacrlem into North Holland, to fecure the town of
Alemaer.  But when orders were given for theis march, they re-
ffed to obey. They had been greatly exafperated by the condi-
tions granted to the people of Haerlem, becaufe they were there-
by difappointed in their hopes of plander; and they refolved to
make Toledo feel their refentment, by infifting on the immediate
payment of their arrears. He reprefented to them the prejudice
which the King's inereft would fuffer from their remaining in-
a@iive at the prefent crifis. But the more they perceived their
importance, the higher was the gratification of their refentment.
Without regard either to Toledo's remonfirances, or to the terms
on which Hacrlem had been furrendered, they fised their quarters
in that city; laid the citizens, already exhaufted by their fuffer-
ings, under contribution, and exercifed over them the fame tyran-
* Buvogl, b 117, Mesrn, 1 10, Mearis s T, vt
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mical opprefion, as if they had taken the towa by ftorm : thus des
monflrating to the inhabitants of the other eiies, the abfurdity of
fubmitting to the Spaniards, whatever conditions might be offercd;
fince, even when their commanders were willing to obferve thefe
conditions, they were violated by the foldicrs, whofe rapacity the
general was unable to reftrai,

Tats incident affected the duke of Alva with the moft fenfible
concern. . He was aware of the pernicious cffes that muft arife
from it, Fle had ever valued himfelf, and not without reafon, on
the exa@ difeipline which he had hitherto maintained. Inclined,
but at the fame time afraid, to employ rigour and feverity, left ill
‘more pericious confequences hould follow, he refolved to make
trial of perfuafion ; and with this view he employed the inter-
ceflion of the marquis of Vitelli, who was the moft beloved 25
well as the moft refpedted of all his officers.  Vitell exerted his
wtmoft art and influence ; and at laft, with infinite diffculty, he
perfuaded the mutineers to accept a part of their atrears, and to
fubmit to the authority of their commauders °

Mvucn time haying been employed in this negociation, the
fealon was far advanced before the army could be led to Alemaer.
‘This place (i they had attacked it fooner). muft unavoidably have
fallen into their hands. Tt had been the Iafl of all the ciies in
North Holland, in thaking off its allegiance to Philip. The
catholic inhabitants were numerous, and had been able to
keep poffeflion. of one of the principal gates of the town,
They had earneflly {olicited Toledo to haften to their affft.
ance.  But the mutiny of his troops having prevenied him from

« entragt, p. 151
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complying with their requelt &l it was too late, the prince of
Orange had improved the leifure which this incident afforded hims
and having fent forces to the affitance of the proteflant inhabi=
tants, he had wrefled the gate out of the hands of the catholics's
Furnifhed the proteflants. with: arms, and procured for them from
the neighbouring citics, fupplies of provifions and military flores:

Tow£p0 was_aware of the difidvantages which muft attend
Tis entering on the ficge of a place, fituated like Alemaer, in a
arfhy foil, fo late in the year. But e hoped, that with fo
great an army as he now poffeffed’, he would be able to reduce
it before the rainy feafon thouldbegin ; and he knesw that thi re-
auétion of Alemacr would greatly facilitate his conqueft of the
other towns in the province. Hle left Hacrlem, therefore, as foon as
Vitelli had quelled the mutiny of the troops, and marched dire&lly:
towards Alemaer %

Havixg planted a battery on-each fide:of the town, lie began
2 brifk cannonading, and in a few days made fuch: confiderable
breaches, that e doubted not of being able to carry the town
by florm. In order to divide the garrifon, he refolved to make
an affault on both fides at once. The inhabitants perceived his
defign, and preparcd for their defence. The Spaniards having

pafled the ditch, by means of two portable bridges, advanced to
the attack with loud fhouts, and full of confidence that there was
o foree in the place fuficient to oppofe them.  But thiey foon
Sound that covrage, when grounded on defpair, can in fome cafes
fupply the want both of difeipline and pumbers. The garrifon,

+ 1t amouned 0 fxen thoutod mer.

Rt t the il of vl oge day's journey fiom sl
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feconded by the townfinen, made fo inteepid a refiflance, as filled
the Spaniards with aftonithment. They renewed the attack feve-
mes 5 but were at laft obliged o retire with the lofs of fix
hundred killed, and three hundred wounded. Toledo could not,
cither by promifes or threats, perfuade them to return to the affault
Soon afterwards the rains began to fall, and the Spaniards fuffered
greatly from the humidity of the air and foil. The duke of Alva
100 had received intelligence, that the Hollanders Had formed the
defign of opening their fluices, in order to lay the country round
Alcmacr under water. To fave his army, therefore, from defiruce

ion, he fent orders to his fon to raife the fiege ; which Frederic
did accordingly on the cleventh of Oclober. He then marched

to the fouthern parts of the province, and put his troops, greatly

fatigued and exhaufted, into winter-quarters
ALva was not more fortunate at this time by fea, than he had
been by land at Alemaer, In revenge for the affitance which the
‘people of Amflerdam had lent the Spaniards in the fiege of Haer-
lem, the inhabitants of Enchuyfen, Horn, and other proteflant
cities, had fitted out againft them a numerous fleet, which they
flationed in the mouth of the river Ye. . With this fleet they took
or deftroyed every vellel that attempted to. pafs from Amferdam
into the Zsvider fea, and thus put an entire flop to the trade of
that commercial city. To remedy this evil, which mult foon
have proved fatal to.a people who fubfited wholly by trade, the
duke of Alva had come himlf fo Amflerdam, where he had
equipped with the utmoft expedision a_ fleet, confifing of twelve
fhips of war, of a much larger fize than ufual, of which he gave
the command to the count de BofTut,  This flect was much infe-

* Mateen, p. 133, Thumeas, T, 1, 68, 5.
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rior i number to that of the enemy ; but this difadvantage, Alva
hoped, would be compenfated by the number of foldiers on board,
added to the fuperior fize of the hips, and the fkill and bravery
of the commander.

As foon as Boffut approached the mouth of the river, the Hol-
landers left their flation, and retired towards Horn and Eachuy-
fen. Here they received a confiderable reinforcement ; and foon
afterwards returned, under the command of lore Sonoy, to
watch an opportunity to encounter the enemy on advanta-
geous terms. The two fleets for fome time lay in fight of cach
other, and frequent fkirmithes paffed between them. Boffur
hefitated long, whether he fhould venture-to engage with a force
£o much fuperior; and for this reafon he kept his fleet in the
open fea, and in the deepelt water, where he could avail himfelf
of the fize of his fhips. But the people of Amflerdam, impa--
tient under the interruption of their trade, having tranfmitted:
a falfe reprefentation to the duke of Alva of the frength of
the Dutch fleet, perfuaded him to fend pofiive orders for a gene-
ral cngagement. Boffur, though extremely diffident of fuccels,
immediately fecred towards the enemy, who lay in thallow water,
prepared for his attack. The combat was begun with great fpirit:
aud intrepidity, but vidlory foon appeared on the fide of the Hol-
Tanders; who having a much greater number of fhips than the-
cnemy, atacked them on every fide and being much nimbler in
all their motions, did them a great deal of mifchief, while their
own lofs was inconfiderable. OF Boffut’s fleet, one fhip, with-
all the crew, was funk; three were firanded, andafterwards taken
by the ollanders ; and all the reft except the admirals galley,.
fuved themfelves by flight. OF this veflel, the cotemporay hifto-
sians fpeak in the firongeft terms ;. and reprefent her as one of the:

Targef,
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lirgeft, and the beft cquipped, that had been ever feen. She was B9,0%
furrounded by a number of the enemy's fimaller vellels, which bat- s
tered her furioufly on every fide, and at length drove her upona ¥
bank.  Boffu, ftill unwilling to fuffer her to fall into their hands,
continued to make the moft obftinate refiftance *, till, of three

‘hundred foldiers on board, two hundred and twenty were killed,

and all the reft wounded but fifteen. In this fitvation, one of the
Spaniards, who remembered the feenes of treachery and bloodfhed

in which he had been concerncd in Naerden and Haerlem, ad--

vifed the admiral to receive the enemy into- the fhip, and then

1 blow her in the air. Buc Boflu, confeious of having dope Iifcbics
every thing that cither his-duty or. his honour could require, re- "

fufed to liften to fo defperate a propofal, and chofe rather to confide

in an offer which was made him by the Hollanders, that if he

would fusrender without any further refiflance, they would fpare

the lives:of all that were on board.  On this condition the fhip

was accordingly given up; and Boffut, with fuch of the crew and -

foldiers: as furvived; was condufled to prifon in the town -of:

Horn', .

Sovor fent immediate notice of (his viftory to the States of:
Holland; who being fenfible how much their fafety depended on
maintaining their fuperiority at fea, had been extremely anxious
with regard to the iffue of the conteft; and they now appoined a
folemn thankfgiving to be obferved in all the chusches -of the
provinces

© Thiseogagement Jaed for entyight hoars
© The sbmirals i caled the Taguiiion, i sty tno snd ity giose—TFhamnasy
Bibelv, o0, vi, - Meterca, - 135 Benivoght, . 133
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Tueir joy on this occafion was not a Jittle increafed by the
“acquifition of San Gertrudenberg ; which gave them the com-
mand of the Macfe, and a free entrance into the province of Bra-
bant. . It was taken by a detachment of their troops, under the
command of the Sieur de Payette, a French proteflaut, who en-
tered ic in the night by fealade, and put the garrifon, confifing
of a cohort of Walloons under a Spanifh governor, to the fyword.

Tuts lofs was in fome meafure compenfated to the duke of
Alva, by an advantage which a detachment of ‘his army gained
over the Sieur de St. Aldegond, who had marched with a body of
troops to check the excurfions of the Spaniards in the fouthern
parts of Holland. * St. Aldegond’s forces were eut o picces or
difperfed, and he himfelf was taken prifoner. Alva would not
have fpared the life of a man, who, by his adtivity, in ouling the
fpirit of liberty among his countrymen, had rendered himflf fo
exceedingly obnoxious, had he not been reftrained by his regard
for the prefervation of the count de Boffut; upon whom the
prince of Orange had declared he would retaliate, for whatever
feverity hould be ufed againft St. Aldegond .

Avva intended to have begun the next campaign with the
fiege of Leyden; and with this view he feized upon a number of
fations in the ncighbourhood of that city. Butthis fiege, no lefs
memorable than that. of Haerlem, was referved for his fuccellor.
Alva bad, s mentioned above, applied to Philip for liberty to
Jeave the Low Countries, on account of the bad flate of his health,
occafioned by the maifture of the climate, and the fatigues which
he had undergone.  This was believed by many to be only a pre-
sence; while his requeft procceded i reality from apprehenfions,

* Mewsi Albans, 7.
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that the king had lilened (0 the reprefentations of his cae= 390 %
mies, and would foon confer his office upon another, There is LW\,

very little reafon, however, to fuppofe. that Philip was in the
fmalleR degree diffatisfied with his conduct, fince he appears, in.
all bis tyranny and violence, 10 have acted with flsi conformity.
to bis infiruions.  But Philip having at laft become diffident of.
the fuceels of thofe cruel meafures which he had hitherto pre-
feribed, had refolved, not from chioice, but from neceflity, to
make tial of fome more gentle expedients. He knew how
unfit the duke of Alva was to be employed in the execution
of this new plan of government ; and he believed that no con-
ceffions would prove acceptable to the revolted provinces, that
could be made by one who had rendered himfelf fo much the

obje@ of their abhorrence. He had therefore readily confented”

that Alva fhould retive, and had; more than.a year before the pre-
fent period, appointed the duke de Medina Cali, governor of the
Netherlands in his room.  This nobleman having found, upon his
arival; that the provinces were in a very different flate from what
he tiad expedted, and’dhat dhe charge which he had undertaken
would probably e attended” withi much greater difficulty than:

glory, declined entering upon it, and” afterwards obtained leave-

from Philip to return to Spain.  He remained, However, in the
Tow Countries till towards the endof the prefent year, when the
new governor, Don Lewis de Zuniga, and Requefens; arrived: And
foon afterwards thie duke of Alva, who had come to Bruffels to
receive Requefens, having refigned the regency into bis hands
fet out with his fon, by the way of Germany and Traly, for Spain,
On this occafion men were affe@ed varioufly. Even all'the
proteRtants did mot entertain the fame fentiments with regard to
the ffects which the, duke’s departure was likely to produce.
o While
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While fome rejoiced at it from the dread which they.entertained
of his abilities 3 others confidered, that for feveral months paft-
bis good fortune had forfaken him; and they believed that the
abhorrence which his tyranny had excited towards his perfon and
government, would, by proving a powerful bond of union among-
bis enemies, effedually prevent them from lileniog to any infi-
dious terms of which the Spaniards might propofe.

Hz was regarded both by the catholics and proteflants, as the
chief fource of all the calamities in which the Netherlands had
been involved.  Fle had reccived his government from the dutchefs
of Parma, in a flate of perfe@ tranquillity. tyranny, he
had thrown it into the moft terrible combuftion, and kindled the
flames of a defirutive war, which he was conftious of being un-

able to extinguifh, and had therefore applied for liberty to retire,
He is faid to have boafied to count Koningliein’, at whofe houfe
he lodged in his way to Italy, that, during his government of five
years and a half, upwards of eighteen thoufand heretics had fuf-
fered by the. hand of the public executioner; befides a much
greater number whom he had put to the fword, in the towns which
he took, and in the field of battle.

Tuz fituation of the Low Countries during Alva’s aduwiniflra-
tio, was truly deplorable.  His oppreffion was not confined to
the proteflants; but great numbers too of the catholics were put
to death, and their effes forfeited, on the pretence of their hav=
ing given entertainment toheretics, or of haviog held a correfpond-
cnce with them in their exile. Wives were punifhed with the
utmoft feverity for affording fhelter to their hufbands whom the
council of tumults had condemned ; children for performing the

* Uscle o the proce of Orange.
like
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Tike kind offices to their parents ; and in Utrecht, a father was B Q0 &

exceuted for allowing his fon, who had returned from banifh- ————

‘ment, to lodge under his roof, for one night. By forcing fo many
thoufands of the moft induftrious inhabitants to leave the country,
and by negle@ing to provide a naval force to oppofe the exiles at
fea, commerce was almoft entirely ruined ; notwithflanding which,
e impofed upon the people more oppreffive taxes than they could
have borne, if they had been in the mot flourifhing condition. In
Jevying thefe taxes, the utmoft rigour was employed. The people
were ofien wantonly provoked, and tumults purpofely excited,
from which occafion was taken to punih them with confifcation
of their goods, and fometimes both with death and confiftation.
From the confifcations and taxes large fums were raifed ; yet, by
maintaining fo numerous an army, and by building citadels to
Keep the principal towns in awe, as he received little afiftance
from dhe king, who was engaged in other expenfive enterprifes,
he fell behind in the payment of his troops ; and in order to
keep them in good humour, he permitted them to live at free
quarters upon the inhabitants ; againft whom they exercifed, on
many occafions, the moft cruel and oppreffive rapacity.
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HILIP could not have made choice of a more proper fiuc-
P ceffor to the duke of Alva than Regugfens, who had ac-
quired fome military fame in the battle of Lepanto, and had di-
flinguifhed him@lf in the government of Milan, by his pradence
and moderation ; qualities from which Philip now hoped for
greater fuceefs, in quelling the rebellious pirit of his fubjects in
the Netherlands, than had attended the violent adminifiration of
the duke of Alva.

To fhew as carly 15 pofible, that a change of meafires had
been adopted by the court of Spain, Requefens began his go-
verament with demolifhing Alva’s flatue abovementioned, and
with reprefling the infolence of certain garrifons, at whofe efor-
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mities his predeceflor had connived *, Hle then applicd with great
induflry to make the neceffury preparations for the relief of Mid-
dicburg; which, having been clofely befieged by the Zealanders
for more than a year and a half, was now reduced to the laft ex-
tremity, Several vigorous attempts had been made, during the
duke of Alva's adminifization, to raife the fiege; but through the
fuperiority of the Dutch flect, they had proved sbortive; and
Mondragon the governor had given notice, that if e was not
celieved‘in a few days, he would find it neceffary to furrender.

Requesews knew that nothing but the moft preffing neceflicy
would have drawn this declaration from an officer of fo great fpirit
and fortitude a5 Mondragon. And he was fenfible, that, upon
the prefervation of Middleburg, depended thar of all the other
towns in Zealand which retained their allegiance. He therefore
‘poftponed every other objec of his auention ; and having gone to
Antwerp, he equipped there, and at Bergen-op-room, with the ut=
moft expedition, a flect confifting of more than thirty fhips, be-
fides tranfports, with provifions and military flores *.

Tius fleet he divided into two fquadrons, one of which com-
‘manded by the vice-admiral, the fieur de Glimes and Julio Ro-
mero, -he ordered to fil from Bergen, down the Eafter Scheld;
and the other under Sancio & Avila, to fall down the Hondt or
Weter Scheld, from Antwerp. By this meafure, e intended to
diftra&t the enemy’s attention, and to oblige them to divide their
Forces 3 and he hoped that at leaft one of the two fquadrons might
elfequuate its entrance into the canal of Middicburg.

« Surada, i, annoone thouand e hundred and freotyfour.
» Metere, p. 3t
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Bur the prince of ‘Orange, ‘whofe adherents were numerous
in every corner of the maritime provinces, had received early in-
formation of the governor's defign, and had likewife got in-
telligence of Bis plan of operations. Having pafied over from
Holland 10 the ifle of Walcheren, and taken up his refidence in
Flufhing, in order to afit the Zealanders with his eonnfel, Wil:
iam flationed a part of his fleet on the fouth coalt of the ifland, to
i in wait for d'Avila ; and fentall the reft, frongly manned, and

svell-equipped for fghting, up-the Eafter Scheld, with orders, as

foon as pofible to attack the fleet under the command of de Glimes
and Romero.

Tyurs fleet with the greateft part of the traafports, had already
fot fail from Bergens and Requefens, extremely anxious for its
fate, had accompanied it as far as Sacherlo. There it caft anchor,
and was waiting for the rifing tide, when the Zealanders, com~
‘manded by Boilot admiral of Holland, arrived in fight. De Glimes
foon perceived the fuperiority of Boifors fleet, both in the fize and

- number of the (hips, and was of opinion that he ought not to

‘proceed in the intended enterprife; but he was overruled by Ro-

‘mero, who, prompted by bis innate courage, and by that contempt,

which, like the reft of ‘his countrymen, he entertained for the

Dutch infurgents, infifted that they fhould try the fortune of a

battle. They accordingly weighed anchor, and advanced to the

enemy. o the beginning of the engagement, De Glimes's

‘own fhip ran foul of a fand bank, from which fhe cold not be

difengaged. The Zealanders perceiving her diftres, auacked her

on cvery fide, and at length fet her on fire. Romero hafiencd
to her affiftance; but all his attempts to extinguith the flames
proved incffe@ual. In a few minutes fhe funk; after having

commu~
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communicated the flames to Romero’s (hip, that had come to her
relief. Romero was obliged to jump overboard, and fave his life
by fvimming . The Zealanders had the fame fortunate fuccels
againtt all the other fhips of the enemy; they funk fome, burnt
others, and took the reft. ~Befides De Glimes, and feveral other
officers, near a thoufand Walloons and Spaniards perifhed.  The
itory was decifive. - And Requefens had the mortification, from
the dike of Sacherlo, to be an eye-witnefs of this difafler, which
was great in-itfelf; but was rendered fill greater, and more affict-
ing to him, by the fatal confequences with which he forefaw it
muft be attended.

D’Avieh in the mean time, with the fquadron under his com-
‘mand, had failed from Antwerp, and advanced as far as Flufhing.
Had e proceeded in ‘his voyage without delay, he muft have
reached Middleburg, in fpite of the Dutch flect which had been
fationed to oppofe him forit is not probable that he would have
met with great refiftance from that fleet, as the flower of all the
forces belanging to it had been fent with Boifot. ‘The prinee of
Orange, who knew'this, was extremely apprehenfive of the iffue;
and anioufly longed for Boifors return; but he was foon deli=
wered from his anxiety, by obferving from a promontory near
Fluthiog, that, inflead of haftening forward, d'Avila had caft an-
chor, and femed refolved to wait for the arrival of De Glimes and
Romero: dn a few hours d°Avila reccived intelligence of their de-
feat; aftet which, defpairiog of being able (o relieve the befieged,
he immediately fet fil for Ancwerp.  He was purfued by the ene-
my s but having betaken himflf to flight in time, he arrived with
ery little Tofs at his deflined port.

© Ml Ausicu, p. 133,
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‘T prince of Orange conveyed inteligence to Mondragon of 3 9.0 X
what had paffed, by a Spanifh officer whom he had taken prifoner, \ns
and at the fame time threatened, that if he did not furrender the 7y
town in a few days, the garrifon fhouldbe put to the fivord fLt!
without mercy. - Great numbers of the befieged had already died
of hunger, or of the unwholéfome food to ‘which they had been

~obliged to have recourfe.  Provifions of almoft every kind, not ex-
cepting the flefh of dogs and horfes, were confiimed ; nor had they
any. other food, but bread made of flax fecd; and even this
was nearly exhaufled. Mondragon percciving that the deftruc-
tion of the garrifon, as well 4 of the inhabitants, muft be the
certain confequence of his refufing to capitulate, confented to give

up both the city of Middleburg and, Armuyden, on condition
that the garrifons fhould be allowed to depart with their arms and
baggage, and, that the ccclefiaftics, and. all fuch of the catholic:
inhabitants as_inclined to withdraw, fhould have liberty  to. dif-
pofe of their effedts, and be tranfported to the continent, William
Tighly refpefted Mondragon on account of his gallant conduct
during the fiege, and agreed to thefe conditions 5 but required,
that e fiould pledge his honour that he would procure the releafe
of St. Aldegond, and two or three more.of the Proteflant leaders,
to return into captivity. In the fequel, Mondragon fhewed himfelf.
worthy of the confidence which was repofed in him. By his in-
terceffion_ with Requefens, St. Aldegond and. the other pri
were fet at liberty .

NoTwrrasTANDING this fignal triumph gained over Reque A
fens in his firt enterprife, the prince of Orange was notwithout /s of e
apprehenfions, that the difference between' his chara@er and that
of his predeceflor, added to: the difference of meafures whicl
feemed determined to purfite, might prodce fome alter

¢ Maere, 7130, Beaiveglo.
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the fentiments of the people. - The high military talents; the vi-
gour and adtivity of Alva, had been obje@s of ' dvead and terror.
They had overawed moft of the proviaees, and renderedl the cfforts
of others ineffe@ual ; but s the oppreflive violence of that tyrant
had at firft given birth to the revolty fo it had contributed more
than any other caufe to cherifh and fupport it, Under a milder
and more artful governor, William: dreaded not only that the ini-
habitants of the interior provinces would acquiefee in. the eflam
blifhed government, but that even the people of Holland and Zea-
Jand would be enticed, again to yield their necks to the Spanifly
yoke.  And to prevent this, he employed every confideration that
could work ither on theiz hopes of fears.

Tne king bad o far complied with their wifhes, as to re~
move the duke of Alva; but how little reafon they had to flatter
themfelves, that any greater regard would be now paid to their
rights: than formerly, was manifeft from his cicice of the fiew’
governor, who had procured his mafter’s favour, by the exercife
of cruclty over the Moors i Granada ; and who, being a frariger
and a Spasiard a6 well as Alva; could rot be greatly interefied in
tlie profperity of the provinces, nor havé any other end in view,
but to promote the yrannical defigns of the couit of Spain.
Requefens indeed had a mote benign and placid countearce than
Alva ; but the danger to which the provinees were expofed, was
for this reafon the more to be dreaded by every friend’ of his
country. Amidft the governor’s profeffions of concern for their
profperitys no mention had been made of frecing them from that
enormous load of taxes under which they groaned; or of deliver-
ing their confciences from that reftraint and violence, which
the former governor had impofed upon them ; or of refloring the
Jaws which Alva bad fo wantonly trampled under foot; or in

¥ thort

VYA.BHSC



PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN,

fhort, of dififling thofe foreign troops, from whofe rapacity they
had fuffered fuch intolerable outrage. - In order to accomplifh thefd
imporiant purpofcs, the proviaces. of Holland and Zealand had.
taken up arms 5 and although the fortune of the war had been
various, yet in fpite of the moft vigorous efforts of the duke of
Alva, witha numerous army, to reduce them, thefe provinces were
governed by thei own inbabitants, and enjoyed the free and full
-pofleflion of their religious and civil rights.  The other provinces
ought now 1o imitate the example of their countrymen, and they
might reafonably hope that their endeavours would be attended with
fuccefs ; the king having appoiated a governor over them, inexpe-
rienced in the art of war, and unacquainted with the army under
‘his command, v fected with a fpirit
of fedition and difcontent, It might perhaps appear rafh and daring.
for the inhabitants of fo narrow a territory as the Netherlands, to
enter the lifls with fo potent an enemy as the king of Spain s, but
the power of that monarch was not in reality fo formidable as it
fecmed. The great extent of his dominions ferved rather to
embarrafs and encumber bhim, than. to add to. his frength 5
and confidering the diflance of his place of refidence, and the
difficulty of tranfporting troops either from Spain or Italy, there
was litele reafon to apprehend that he would cver be able to fube
duc the people of the Netherlands  if they aled with that unanic
mity and fpirit which besame them, in a caufe, whereim, ot only.
‘their property, and their exiftence a5 a commercial flate, but their:
religion and civil liberty, were at flake,”

B thefe and fuch other. arguments, didthe prince of Orange

animate the people 10 co-operate with him, in afferting. their lie &

berty, ia_ oppofition to the plan formed. by the court. of Spain to
enflave them,
Vou. L 3F Meax
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Meaw while, bis brother count Lewis, who had refided

" in Germany ever fince the farrender of Mons, was employed

1578

in attempting to perfoade the proteflant princes there, to affitt
him in his preparations for a new invafion of the interior pro-
vinces 3 to which, notwitbRanding the failure of his former en-
terprifes, Lewis was prompted, partly by his knowledge of the
mutinous fpirit of the Spanifh troops, but chiefly by the profpeét
of that affifance which it was now in his brother’s power to
afford him, Tt was concerted between the two brothers, that
as foon as count Lewis had finifhed his levies, the prince thould
advance with a body of troops towards the interior provinces,
either to-make a diverfion in his brother’s favour, or to unite
their forces.

Lzwss found it extremely difficult to. procure money. to de-
fray the expence of his intended expedition. His brother’s fortune
as well as. bis own were: almolt ruined by their former military
enterprifes. 'The States of Holland were involved in greater ex-
pence than they were able to fupport. They had; in conjunétion.
with the prince of Orange, made application to the queen of
England; but this' princefs, being uawilling to embroil herfelf
with  Philip, had refuftd to affitt them. Lewis had begun his
‘preparations, in hopes of receiving fupplies from fome German
prinees, who had promifed their affitance, ‘but who were either
not nclined, or ‘unable o fulfil their engagements. To fave
himfelf from the affront of abandoning an undertaking, in which
a great number of French and German proteflants had engaged ac
his requeft, he opened a negociation: with: Sehomberg, ambaffador
of (Charles the Ninth of France, who at this time coutted the
favous of the proteflant princes in Germaty, with 4 view to fa-
cilitate the cletion of his brother the duke of Anjou, to the crown

Aor
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of Poland. - Between Lewis and Schomberg, who met at Franc~
fort.on the Maine, it was agreed, That if Charles thould, in be-
half of the inhabitants of the Low Countrics, declare war
againft the king of Spain, the provinees of Holland and Zealand
fhould be immediarely delivered into the Hands of the French
monarch; on his engaging fo maintain all their rights, and in
particalar, the free excrcife of the reformed religion. But if
Charles fhould not make open war, it was agreed, that count
Lewis fhould have three hundred thoufand livres to affift him in
his prefent enterprife; that the Freach king fhould have the fo-
vercigaty of Holland and Zealand, and that fome of the German
‘princes fhould be furety for the performance of this condition. A
part of the money was paid, and Lewis was thereby enabled to
complete his lovics, which amounted to- between. three and four
thoufand horfe, and feven thoufand foot~

He began his march, accompanied by his brother Henry, and
‘Chriftopher, fon of the cletor Palatine, in the beginning of Fe-
‘bruary 5 and'defpifing the rigour of he feafon, b advanced with.
great. rapidity towards the Netherlands, in hopes of finding the
governor unprepared. Having eroffed the Rhiine and the Mofelle,
he directed his courle towards Gelderland, with an intention to
pafo the Macle at Macfiricht, and to purfue hismarch throvgh
Brabant, till he fhould unite his forces with thofc whicli his
brother had engaged to bring to his affiftance.

Wirs fo great difpatch and fecrecy had Lewis conduled his
‘preparations, thatRequefens remained ignorant of his defign, tll he
was informed that he had beguo bis march. By this intelligence

Thsario, T I, Metres, e +33.—Chailes dis oon ey snd he ey bad 0
ater confequence
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the governor was thrown into great perplexity. His troops had
been lately fo much reduced, that it was impoffible for him to
oppofe both the brothers at the fame time and he confidered, that
to unite his forces, and employ them againft Lewis, would expofe
the markime provinces an. cafy prey (0 the prince of Orange.
‘His anxiety was increafed by the difcovery of an in
had been formed by William’s adherents, for the furprife of Ant-
werp. Nor was he entirely free from apprehehfions that his troops
might refufe to quit the towns in which they were Rationed, till

they fhould receive payment of their afrears. Having convened
a council of his principal officers; and heard their opinions of ‘the
meafures which they thought moft proper to be purfued, he re-
folved o remain, together ‘with the Marquis of Vitelli, in
Antwerp, to watch the fecret machinations ‘of the prince of
Orange ; and fuch troops as could be fooneft drawn together,
were immediately fent off under Sancio d'Avila, to oppofe the
‘paflge of count Lewis over the Macfe, The reft followed foon
after; having been perfuaded to leave their quarters, by a pro-
mife that their arrears fhould be paid, as foon s the provinces
were delivered from  the impending danger.

Lewis in the ‘mean time advancing towards the frontier,
had arvived within  a few! miles of Macftricht, - where  he
pitched his camp ; in expe@tation that his friends in the place
would be able to make themfelves mafters of one of the gates.
But Requefens having difcovered his intention, had difpatched
feveral companies of light armed troops before the main army, to
fecure the town. ‘Thefe troops arrived in time to prevent the
friends of Lewis from exccuting their defign; and in a few days
afterwards, they were joined by d'Avila with the reft of the
forces:

Lewis

VYA.BHSC



PHILIP I. KING OF SPAIN.

L. wis was not prepared for undertaking the fidge of a place
fo completely fortified as Macfricht; and after fome trials of
frength in two o three fkirmifhes with the Spaniards, he de
camped, and marched down the Eaft fide of the river, till he came
to Ruremonde;; but there too, as well as in Maefiricht, the prote=
flants were intimidatcd and overawed, and nota fingle perfon ven-
tured to declare in his favour. He continued his march in the
fame diredtion, refolving (o' haften forward till he fhould join his
brother, who was advancing to meet him in the country which
ligs between the Macfe and the Waal-

D'Aviza aimed at nothing for fome time, but to prevent
Tewis from tranfporting his army over the river, and with this
view he had marchied as near him as poffible, having the river
between them; but receiving a reinforcement of two. thous
fand veteran troops, and finding, by the information of his fpies,
that Lewis had laid afide his firt defiga of croffing the Macfe,
and was on full march towards the prince of Orange, he con=
fidered, that it was of the highe®t importance (o prevent their
jundtion;; and that for this purpofe it was neceffary to compel
Lewis as foon as pofible o engage. With this intention he
‘proceeded with the utmoft celerity down theriver, and having
croffed it by a bridge of boats at the town of Grave, he thus
got between count Lewis and his brothe's army.  Lewis, anious
to prevent this, bad avoided every unneceffary delay ; but his
troops, chagrined at being refoled admittance firft into Macl-
tricht, and afterwards into Ruremonde, had proceeded in their
march with much lefs alacrity than the Spaniards. He reccived
the fift intelligence of D'Avila’s having croffed the Macfe whea
he arrived at Mooch, a village at the diftance of only one league

from the Spanifh army, and on the fame fide of the siver. He
foon.
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foon perccived the neceffty to which he was reduced, either to

ive the enemy battle, or to retire. To retire, he faw, muft
be extremely difficult and dangeroiss, on account of the diforder
and confternation which commonly attend a retreat; and there-
fore he did not hefitate to try the fortune of a battle, although
he knew how much inferior his undifciplined forces were to
the Spaniards, who were felet veteran troops, animated by the
confeioufnefs of fuperior prowefs, and‘commanded by d'Avila, a
perfon of extraordinary abilities, who, by merit alone, had raifed
Bimfel€ from the flation of a common foldier, to the rank of
general.

.To enable him to refit fo formidable an enemy, Lewis
sefolved to remain in his prefent fituation at Mooch, and to cover
his infantry with a firong intrenchment. s cavalry, though
reduced by defertion, was fill fuperior to that of the enemy§
but from this fuperiority, the nature of the ground, which rifes
into bills at a litdle diftance from the river, did not fuffer him to
derive any confiderable advantage. ~He drew them up as well as
the unequal face of the country would permit, on the right of his
camp; and upon a hill behind his main army, he placed a fqua-
dron of chofen troops, with which he intended either to fix the
vi@ory, if it ould appear doubtfuls or, in cafe of a defeat, to
oen a paffage through the encmy to his brother, who had now
advanced as far as Nimeguen to meet him. He had jult time to
‘put his troops in order of battle when d'Avila arrived, having. his
infantry on the right, and on'the left his cavalry, flanked by a
body of mufquetcers, defigned to fupport them sgaintt the fape~
sior numbers of the German cavaliy.

D'Avita begm the engagement by fending hree hun-
dred men to attack the enemy's Jines. The troops which had
been
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been appointed to defend them, advanced brifkly towards the Q0 K

Spaniards, and gave them a gallant and refolute reception;; but
they were foon compelled to retire. The Spaniards followed,
and attempted 1o enter the camp along with them. The adtion
there was bloady and ebftinate, and frefh fuccours baflened from
both armics to the afifance of the combaants. But the
cotemporary  hiflorians differ fo widely from cach other in
their accounts of this engagement, that it is impofible to
know the truth.  Some authors affrm, that the Germaos
acquitted themfelves with honour, and made a bold and vi-
gorous reliflance.  Others fay, that only the French troops
in count Lewis's army performed their ‘duty, while the Ger=
mans refufed to advance unlefs their arrears were paid, and
remained obflinately in their camp till the Spaniards -broke
into it, and, after making prodigions havock among them, put

ous fight, * Tn the beginning of the ac- Levidey

them o an ignomi
tion, the German cavalry proved an overmatch for their anta- fir.
gonifls, and having fallen with great fury on that part of . the
encmy’s horfe that was neareft them, they drove them to'a dix
flance from the ficld of battle; but when they were forming
themfelves again for a new attack, fome frefh fquadrons of the
Spanifh cavalry advanced, and threw them into dibrder. The
Spanifh mufquetcers, who had been placed to fupport the horfe,
were then of fignal ufe. With their fhot they galled the Ger-
mans in flank, .snd greatly augmented their confufion. ~Count
Lewis and the Palatine attempted; but in. vain, to rally them.
Thefe princes did cvery thing to reflore the batde that could
have been done by the moft expert commanders, while they
endeavoured to animate their troops by their example, and gave
confpicuous proofs of the moft heroic valour. Their cfforts

5 ¢ ‘might
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‘might have been crowned with fuccefs, if a-body of Spanith lances
had not arrived when the German reiters had begun to give
way. The reiters were overpowered; above five hundred of
them were Killed, and of the infantry between three and four
thoufand. "The vi@tory was decifive, and the value of it to the
conquerors was greatly enhanced by the deaths of count Lewis,
his brother Heary, and the Palatine; all of whom. the coteme
porary hiftorians deferibe as having cxerted the higheft degree of
vigour and intrepidity, although none of thefe writers were able
10 procure information of the manner in which they fell. Their
death was matter of great lamentation to the proteflant confede-
rates, and efpecially the death of Lewis, who had made fo many
great exertions in their behalf.

roox
i,

1574

Mutinyofibe  As foon as the prince of Orange reccived the melancholy news
U of this dififler, he began to seturn towards Holland, being cone
vinced that now, when he was deprived of his brother’s id, it
would be in vain for him to attempt to keep the fild®
WiLLian expeed that they would have immediately fol-
lowed him, in order to improve their vitory, whilft the  terror
which it infpired was recent; and they would probably have
done fo, had not the Spavifh troops fullied the glory which they
had acquired, by rebelling againft theie officers on the next day
after the bale. D'Avila could not inflantly fulfil his engage-
ment to pay their arrcars.  Almoft three years pay was due to
them. Even beforc the prefent expedition, their paticnce had
been worn out, and it appears to have been the hopes of plunder,
or the dread of confequences fatal to themfelves, that induced
shem to march againft the Germans, more than their confidence

+ Bentiogli, py 143, Thasnos, b, i, &8, s, Ve Meteren, p. 155,
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in the promife which D'Avila had made them,  Being now freed 59,0 &
——

from their apprehenfions of perfonal danger, and difappointed
in their expeiations of being enriched by the fpoils of the ene~
my, who were fill poorer than themfelves, they demanded from
their general the immediate performance of his promife ; and when
they only reccived new affurances of the fame kind as thofe
with which they had beea amufed before, they threatened to
take vengeance on him for his falfehood and deceit. He and the
other officers endeavoured to appeafe them, but in vain. In or-
der to avoid their fury, e was obliged to make his cfcape fecretly
from the camp ; and immediately after his departure, they ran to
arms, expelled their officers, and, having from among themfelves
elected other officers and a commander in chicf, they quickly left
Mooch, and dire@ed their march to Antwerp, with an intention
to/live at free quarters upon the inhabitants of that wealthy city,
till they fould extort payment of their arrcars.

B

Requesens having received intelligence of their defign, had Tiey uke
remaiied at Antwerp; and, if he had complied with the counfel, fofeien o
of Champigny, governor of the town, and taken precautions for
fecuring a part of the fortifications which was unfinithed, he
might have fruftrated their attempt; but being extremely diffi-
dent of the Spanifh part of the garrifon, which had the fame
ground of difcontent with the mutincers, and flattering himfelf
with the hopes of being able to appeafe them, he fuffered them
10 enter the city without refilance, to the number of three thou-
fand men. They had no fooner entered, than they formed
themfelves in order of battle. The citizens were overwhelmed
with terror, and many of them fled precipitately out of the city.
Requefens rode up to_the mutincers, and remonflrating to them
‘on the pernicious tendency of their condut, he prayed, intreated,

Vor. L 3G and -
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and threasened them; but could not, by addrefling either their
hopes or fears, draw any other. conceffion from them, but that
they woyld. abilain, from plunder, on condition. that they fhould
receive immediate payment of their arrears, and that the Wallooms.
and Germans woder the command of Champigny, fould be or~
dered to quit the town,  With this laft requeft, the governor
thought it expedient to comply; and thus the mutineers. yeere lefi
in full poffeflion of the place, without any force to controul
them, The fir} objec of their attention was o fecure the gates,
after which they difperfed themfelyes over the city, and took up-
their quarters in the houfes of the principal inhabitants, where
they ftudied to ereate expence, and night and day to five difturb=
ance and uneafinefi, They were perpetvally calling on the go-
vernor to. fulfl. his engagements; and as they daily threatencd
1o fack and plunder the town, if he did not fpeedily come
ply with their requoft, che people. were, difguicted. with can-
tinual apprehenfions and alarms, The mutincers' required pa
‘ment not only of their own arrears, but of thofe too which had
been due to fuch of their companions as had died of difeafes or
fallen in battle. At length, the fum of one hundred thoufand
florins was raifed by the inhabitants; and the governor was
obliged to pledge his jewels and furniture for the remainder,
and to grant a pardon, confirmed by a folemn. oath, to all con--
cerned in this fedition ; after which the mutineers returned!
under their former officers, and went to join ‘the reft of the
army which was now in Holland, and had aready, begun, the
fiege of Leyden.

Frow this mutiny, Philip’s intereft in the Netherlands fuffered
greatly in feveral refpels. In the time of D’Avik's expedition
againl count Lewis, Requefens lisviog csertd bis uhmof vigaor

and

VVA.BHSC



PHILIP I KING OF SPAIN. an

and a@livity, had equipped a numerous flect, w
to employ in the recovery of Zealind. When the mutineers ar-
sived at Antwerp, this flect, which was not yet of fufficient ‘57" A
feength, Tay under the walls of the city. Adolphus Hanflede,

the commander, anxious for his charge, and apprehenfive

that the feditious Toldiers might, in order (o cxtort compliance

with their demands, take poffefion of the fhips, had removed

‘thein 10 a place at fome diftance from Antiverp, where they were

out of the reach of the Spaniards.  But, in avoiding this danger,

he fell into a greater. 'The Zealanders, whofe partifans were

continually on the watch, quickly received intelligence of his

change of flation, and refolved to improve the opportunity which

was dhus prefented to them. Having attacked him when he

was utterly unprepared for defence; they took forty of his

fhips funk and defiroyed feveral others; and rendered all the

xefl unfit for fervice. By this fevere blow, the plan which Re-

4 500K
he intended 390
Ll

quefens had projedted, for recovering the maritime towns, was
entirely difconcerted. The fleet now deflroyed, was to have
adted in conjunétion with anothier, which Philip had been pres
paring in the ports of Spain. | But as the Spanith flect was deemed
100 wealk to contend fingly with the enemy, the defign was liid
afide for the prefent; and no future governar of the Low-Coun:
tries ever found it praicable to revive it%s

Watcst the Zealanders availed themfelves of the fedition in
the Spanifh army by fea, the prince of Orange had been cqually
intent on deriving advantage from it by land. On receiving
information of the fite of his brothes, Tie had begun his march
towards Holland § but when ntelligence was brought him that the
Spaniards had mutinicd, ke refolved to improve the opportunity
which

© B, B . Vewrs, 1370
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which this afforded him, by making fome new acquifition. Pafing
over into the ifle of Bommel, which is formed by the conflucace
of the Macfe and the Rhine, he engaged the chief town in it to
efpoufe bis interelt; and having fixed his head-quarters there for
fome time, he gave fapport to his friends in the ifland, and re-
duced to great cxtremity fuch of the people as fill adhered to the
Spanih government. The marquis of Vitelli was difpatched by
Requefens to oppofe his progrefs.  That able commander rendered
abortive a defign which the prince had formed on Bois-le-duc;
and the prince, on the other hand, took meafures which prévented
the town of Bommel from falling into the hands of Vitelli. But
the attention of both was foon after thi
portant and interefting objed, the fiege of Leyden, to the rel:
of which I fhall proceed, after mentioning an attempt of Reque-
fens, to put an end to the war, by publifhing a aew a of indem-
nity in the name of the king.

Autnoucn feveral perfons were excluded from the benefit
of this indemnity, yet it was much more comprehenfive than
that which had been publithed fome  time before by the duke
of Alva. Tt did not however produce the defired effect. The
‘people were not confcious of that guilt which Philip's pompous
deed of clemency imputed to them ; they believed that they had
fuffered wrong, inflead of having done it; and they could not be
grateful to him for difpenling with a punifhment, which they
thought it wonld have been in the higheft degree tyrannical to ine
i@ Befides this, the pardon was clogged with 4 condition, by
i 1l the inhabi Hollandand Zealand, ;

to many hundred thoufands, and great numbers t00 in the other
provinces, were excluded. This was, that the proteflants fhould
renounce their religion, and return into the bofom of the church;

a condition

VVA.BHSC



PHILIP I. KING OF SPAIN. 413

a condition from which Philip’s bigotry would never fuffer him 9,0 K
10 depart, nor the-zeal and fincerity of the reformers permit them

to accept. Requefens could not be ignorant of this, yet he enter- 37
tained fome hopes at this time of bringing. abont an accommo-

dation, by means of St. Aldegond, who had not as yet obtined

his liberty. The governor fent Champigny and Junius de

Jong to treat with him ; but when St. Aldegond informed them

that o peace would be ever agreed (o by the maritime provinces,

wnlefs the queftion concerning religion were left to the decifion

of the States, Requefens, who knew that Philip would never con-

fent to that condition, ordered the conference to be immediately
diffolved”.

Hr now bent his whole attention to the fiege of Leyden.  He Tieeor
had blockaded that city for feveral months in the winter feafon, “**"
and reduced the inhabitants”to. great difirefs; but he had been
obliged to defit from his undertaking, and o call off his troops
to oppoe the German army.  They left their Rations i the neigh=
bourhood of Leyden on the 211t of March, and refumed them
on the 261th of May.

In order to form a juft conception of the operations of this
‘memorable fiege, it is neceffary to remember that Leyden lies in a
low fituation, in the midt of 4 labyrinth of rivulets and canals.
The city was large and populous; and at the time of the fiege.
was furrounded with a decp ditch, and a firong wall, flanked with
baftions.  That branch of the Rhine which il retains its ancient
name, pafes through the middle of it; and from this fiream fuch:
an infinity of canals are derived, that itis difficult to fay whether
the water or the land poffefies the greater fpace, By thefe cas

> Beativoglio, 7. 150
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ided into a great

number of fmall iflands, united together by near a hundred and
fifty flone bridges, that are equally fubfervient to the beauty of
the place, and the convenience of the inhabitants. Leyden is at
the diftance of a few hours jouraey from the Hague, Delft, and
Gouda, and only a little farther fiom Rotterdam on the one hand,
and Haerlem on the other. - On account of ts fituation, as well
as onits own account, it was deemed a place of the firft import-
ance, and a prize worthy of all the ardour which was difplayed by
the contending parics.

Tz prince of Orange, who had received notice of the governor's
intention to renew the fiege, communicated his intelligence to the
citizens; and exhorted them to furnith. themfelves with flores of
‘provifions, and to fend out of the town all fuch perfons as would
be ufelefs in defending it. They were not fufficiently attentive
1o thefe injunctions. The prince complained of their remifefs,
and informed them, that for three months  at leaft it would not
be in.the power of the States to raife the fiege.

To retard the approach of the Spaniards, he ordered ten com-
panies of Englifh adventurers, under the command of colonel
Edward Chefler, to take poffeffion of two forts, one at the fluice
of Gouda, and the other 4t the village of Alphen, by which the
enemy mulk pafs in. their way to the city, ‘Thefc troops did not
anfiwer the éxpe@ation which William hall conceived of theit beha=
viour. The five companies which were placed at the fluice of Gouda,
aftera thortrefiftance, betook themfelves to flight; and the other five,
after a fkirmifh in which no perfon fell on either fide, bafely imi-
tated the example of their conntrymen, and retired under the walls
of Leyden. The citizens, who from their ramparts bad beheld

t theie

VVA.BHSC



PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN.

dhieir ignominious behaviour, and ffpected them of treachery, re-

415

300K

i,

fufed to adumit them within the town.  The Englifh afcribed their ——

conduét o the infuficiency of the fortifications which they had.
been ‘appointed 1o defend ;. but not being able to. wipe out the
fufpicion entertuined of their fdelity, they all deferted to the ene-
my, but a few whom the people of Leyden received with open
arms

THE prince of Orange Having intended, that the Englifh
forces, after being obliged o quit their firlt flations, fHould have
xetired into the town, had not provided any other troops to de=
fend it. ‘The inhabitants were therefore reduced to the neceffity
of teufting for their defence, to their own valour and conduét
circumflance, which at firlt had a formidable afpedt, but which,
the end proved the caufe of their prefervation firice it was
thereby much longer before they were reduced by famine, than it
‘would haye been, if, befides themfelves, they had had, a numerous
garsifon to fupport.

Tie government of Leyden was committed on this occafion Jn
to Janus Douza®, a perfon of noble birth; and well known in fru
the literary world, by his poetical produdtions. By hig example,
and his cloquence, this illufirious patriot Kindled i the minds
of his fellow-citizens, fuch a zeal for liberty, and (o great an.
abborsence of the tyranny of Spain, as rendered them' fu-
perior to every diflrels, and in a great meafure fupplied tlife
want of military fiill. They muf, however, have been found:
inferior to the Spaniards; and if Vallez, ‘the Spanifl come
mander, to whom Requefens committed the condut of the: T

i Dovssy,

i

Lol

hebckada-

it formed,

ficge, had puflied his operations with proper vigour, he muft cer-

Sbeiwen, . Or ot VaadeeDos,lordof Noardwick 3
tainly-

UVYA.BHSC



Conded and
reatonof

BOOEK

ur,

574

habic

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

tainly have made himfelf mafter of the town. But whether he
wanted to fave his men, and to carry his end without bloodfhed ;
or defpaired, with the fkill and force which he poffefled, to be able
to reduce fo firong a place by fack and florm, he did not think of
any otfier expedient for fubduing it, but that of blocking it up on
all fides, fo as to prevent the entrance of fupplies. To this one
point, all his operations were directed. By a circular chain of
more than fixty forts, which communicated with each other, and
ran quite round the city, he invefted it on every fide, and not
only rendered it impoffible to introduce fupplics, but even cut off
all intelligence between the befieged and their friends in the other
cities, except what was conveyed by pigeons, in the manner to
which the proteflants had recourfe during the blockade of
Haerlem".

By one of the forts called Lammen, the beficged having been
deprived of the benefit of pafturing their cattle in the neighbour-
ing meadows, they fallicd out with great fury upon the Spaniards,
and almoft got poffeffion of the fort; but after an obftinate and
bloody contefl, they were at laft obliged to retire, ‘The Spaniards
fortified themfelves in that flation more firongly than before ; and
the befieged now defpaired of being able, either in that, or any
other quarter, to remove them fo a greater diffance from the
city. Inflead of this, they apprehended daily their nearer ap-
proach to it ; and expected that they would foon open their bat-
terics, in order to prepare for taking it by florm. This belicf’
ferved to quicken the inhabitants 3 and the women as well as the
men were employed day and night, without ceafing, in firength-
ening the fortifications.  An account was taken of the flock of

+ Thet pgeons were embalmed, and are Rl preferved in the town-houte of Leyden.
Les delces ¢ Pays

provifions
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provifions within the town; and in order to, make it hold out as
long as poffible, they began to hufband it betimes. They were
perpetually exhorting and animating each other, and cxpatiating
upon the cruclty and perfidy of the Spaniards, and the unworthy
fate of the people of Zutphen, Haerlem, and other places, who
bad trufled to their faith and mercy. When they were
10 rewurn 1o their allegiance by Lanoy, De Lique, and other na-
tives of the Low Countries; they made anfiver, in the words of a
Latin poct,

ted

Fiftula dulee canit volucrem dum decipit auceps.

To other letters, in which they were defired to reflect on the
mifery to which they muft ere long be reduced, they replicd, that
they had, upon the moft mature confideration, refolved rather to
die of hunger, or to perith with their wives and children in the
flames of the city, kindled by their own hands, than fubmit to
the tyranny of the Spaniards ®.

THaT mifery which, during the irlt two months of the fiege,
exified only in idea, was at latt realized. Their whole flock of
ordinary provifions being confumed, they were obliged to have.
recourfe to the fleth of dogs and horfes. Great numbers died of
want; and many by the ufe of this unnatural food. The refolu-
tion of the people at length began to fail, and they now belicved
their prefent calamities to be fuperior even to thofe they fhould
experience under the Spanifh goverment.  Some of them con~

Ancibe fyin, (il more Froions, i recorded by fome hiloiass; That rathes than
bt 1 o peridicesan enany, tbey woud fed on thly et s, and deend hemelves
i thie right. Van Mecersn, ot (pra.

Vor. 1. 3 H 3% ceived
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BOOK ceived a defign to deliver up the town, and formed a fecret affoci-
8 ation for this purpofe.  But their plot being deteéted, means were
taken to prevent them from putting it in execution. A great
number of people hdving come one day in a tumultuous manner
to 2 magiftrate whofe name was Adrian, exclaiming that he ought
cither to give them food, or deliver the town into the hands of the
enemy, ©I have folemnly fworn, he replied, that T will never fur-
render myfelf; or my fellow-citizens, to the cruel and perfidious
Spaniard; and I will fooner die than violate my oath. I have o
food, elfe I would give it you. But if my death can be of ufe to
you, take, tear me in picces, and devour me; T thall die with fa-
tisfaction, if I know that by my death I fhall for onc moment
selieve you from your direful neceffity.”

B this extraordinary anfiwer, the people, ftruck with aflonifh
‘ment, were filenced, and their fury was for fome time appeafed.
Mesaes  THE prince of Orange, who was not ignorant of. the extreme-
o mifery to which the befieged were reduced, had done every thing
sades it i his power to accomplifh their relief. He had already collected
large fupplies of provifions; but could not, with all his a
and addrefs, raife a fufficient force o open a paffage into the city.
‘When he found that the fituation of the befieged would not ad-
mit of longer delay, he convened an affembly of the States of the
province.  And the deputies, after confidering the firength of the
enemy, and the amount of their own forces, perceiving it to be
impradicable 1o relieve the befieged, either by Jand, or by the
siver and canals, agreed to have recourfe (o an expedient, which
was dictated by defpair, and was the only on at prefent in their
‘power to employ. They refolved to avail themielves, againtt the
Spaniaxds, of that furious element, from which their country had
4 often
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often fuffered the moft dreadful devaftation ; to open their fluices, ® $,0%
0 break down the dikes of the Macfe and the Il and by thus vt
Iaying all the country round Leyden under water, to get accelsto '+
the befieged with their fleet. -Nothing could be more repugnant
to the ideas of this: people, than fiich a refolution. To drain their
lands, to exclude the water, and preferve their dikes, were then,
s they are fiill, obje@s to the Dutch of almoft continual attention,
and which coft them anawally an immenfe expence. But they
were at prefent animated by objels ftll more important and inte-
refting; and their love of liberty, joined to their dread of popery
and the Spanifh yoke, prevailed over every other confideration.
The damage, which it was fuppofed would arife from the mea-
fure adopted, was eflimated at fix hundred thoufand guilders, But
they confidered, that if the Spaniards fhould fucceed in their pre-
fent enterprile, not only the region to be overflowed, but all the
reft of the province, would fall under heir fubjetion. This the
States regarded as infinitely worfe than either poverty or death ;
and in their prefent difpofition, they would have choféa to ruin
the country altogether, rather than leave it to be enjoyed by an
coemy whom they held in fuch abhorrence, They now applied
themfelves to the demolition of thofe mounds, upon which their
exiftence as a nation depends, with a degree of indufkry and ardor,
equal to that which they were accuflomed (o employ in repairing
them, after ihe ravages of an inundaion.

Tae water, afer its barriers were removed, diffufed tfelf
over all the adjaceat fields; and in a few days, almoft the whole
region which lies between Rotterdam, Gouds, Delft, and Leyden,
was overflowed. ‘The Spaniards were thrown at firt into the ut~
‘moft dread and terror; but when they underftood the caufe of this

unexpeded
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unexpe@ed inundation, and obferved that the water did not rife.

ZZ above a certain height, they recovered from thei aflonifiment;

1574

They were obliged to abendon fuch of their forts as were fituated:
in the lower grounds; and to retire to thofe which flood highers
but of thele laft they hoped to be able 1o keep poffeffion, and to
continue the blockade, till the famine, which they knew raged in-
the town with dreadful fury, fhould conquer the obftinacy of the.
citizens, and bring the fiege to a conclufion.

Tue prince of Orange, in the mean time, was employed in pre=
pating every thing neceffary to carry into execution the meafure:
which the States had adopted.  He ordered to be built at Rotter-
dam and other- places, near ‘two- hundred flat-bottomed: veffels;

Having each of them ten, twelve, fourteen or fisteen oars; and
thefe he mounted with gans, and manned with cight hundred
Zealanders ; a rude and favage, but a brave and determined band;
animated at once by-religious zeal; and:the moft implacable hatred
againft the Spaniards ; and'whofe appearance was rendered horrid
by the fears of innumerable wounds; which they had received i
theie late naval cagagements. They were brought from the flect
by Boiflot, the admiral of Zealand, to whom the conduct of the.
‘prefent enterprife was committed”.

Wi fuch of the veflels as were already cquipped, Boilfot left
Delft in the beginning of September, and dire@ted his courfe to-
wards Leyden. But the water had not as yet rifen to a fufficient
height, and the banks of the rivers and canals, in which onlp
The i by which thefe men wee s be conceved from i method

gy hemoe wHch was by meahng & . o 0, hi o5, i o
ipdon ks itk pail, Mesies . 140
6

there.
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thiere was a proper depth of water, were fo flrongly fortified, as
© teader his approach to the city impradticable. From fome
of their forts he obliged the Spaniards to retire, but others
were of fuffcient ftrength to withftand his moft vigorous attacks.
In order o avoid thefe; he broke down more dikes as he
advanced, and. in his progrefs, had feveral bloody engagements
the enemy. The, blockade, however, remained il as
clofe as ever. Boiflot began to be apprehenfive of the iffue.
Heaven feemed not to favour his defign. The north wind continued
‘much ldnger than had been ever known at the prefent feafon, and
retarded the water in itsafeent. The prince of Orange, when Eoiflot
entered upon this cxpedition, had been confined  to his chamber
by.a dangerous illnels, He was now recovered, and came to vi=
it the admiral's difpofition of his fhips, which he found to be ex-
a@ly conformable to the dire@lions which the States had given
Him; but their defign, the prince perceived, muft prove abortive,
and all their Jabour and expence be lof, unlefs the wind fhould
change foon to another quarter, and the autumnal tides rife 2
uftal,

Wirh extreme impaticnce théy now espedied the aps
proach of thefe tides, which are. commonly the fubject of
their dread and terror. ‘The fituation of the befieged was become

the moft deplorable and defperate. During feven weeks there
had ot been 'a morfel of ‘bread: within the city ; and the only
Food had been the roots of herbs and weeds, and.the fieh of dogs
and horfes.  Even all thefe were at length confumed ; and tho
people reduced to live on foup made of the hides of animals
which had been killed. A pefilence fucceeded to the famine, and
carried off in a few weeks fome thoufands of the inhabitants,
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‘)‘2“?5 Thofe who furvived, overwhelmed with anguifh at the dif~
-~ mal feenes which they daily beheld, were fearcely able to per-
"7 form the mournful office of burying the dead. In this dreadful
fituation, they fasr from theie walls, the fails and flags of the

vellels deflined for their reliefs but had the mortification to

e that it was utterly impoffible for them to approach,
ifery

percei
it is mot furprifing that fome of the people, finding their
greater than they were able to endure, fhould have entertained the
thoughts of furrendering the town to the enemy. Some con-
fpiracies were again formed for this purpofe but they were
difcovered and defeated by the vigilance of Douza, fupported by a
great majority of the people, to whom neither the pefilence, nor
famine, nor death, in its moft hideous forms, appeared fo dread-
ful, as the tyranny of the Spaniards.

Thcrade BT the time of their deliverance was at hand 3 and Heaven

R interpofed at lafk in a confpicuous manner in their behalf. To-
wards the end of September, the wind changing from the north-
eaft 1o the north-well, poured the ocean into the mouths of the
sivers with uncommon violence and then veering about to the
fouth, it pufhed the water towards the plains of Leyden, ill they
swere converted into a fpacious lake, in which the Spapifh forts
were feen feattered up and down, and many of them almoft co-
vered with the water.

Borssor feized with ardor the opportunity which was thus
prefeated to him.  And though feveral of the enemy's fortificas
tions Rl lay in the way by which it was neceffary for him to
advance, he foon obliged the Spaniards to abandon them.  The
Zealanders purfued them, fometimes on foot along the dikes, and
fometimes in theit boats; and had feveral fierce rencouaters with

them,
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them, in which, from the advantage which their boats afforded
them, they were every where vidtorious. The fitmation of the
Spanih troops at this time was truly deplorable. Some were
fwallowed up in the mud and water; and others attempting
to march along the dikes, were either killed by the fire from the
boats, or dragged down with hooks fised to the ends of long
poles, and put to the fivord without mercy. Fifteen hundred
pesithed ia their retreat.

Avw the forts were now forfuken, except the fort above men-
tioned, called Lammen, of which, if the Spaniards had kept pof-
feffion, they might have retarded the approach of the flect for fe-
veral days.  This fort was much fironger, and flood higher than
the reft. But when the garrifon underfiood that their general
had fled, and that the Zealanders on. the one hand, and the be~
fieged on the other, were preparing to begin an attack, they
abandoned their fation, aad by torch light effectuated a junction,
with the reft of the forces, in the middle of the night.

I this. manner was the fiege of Leyden raifed; in the begi
ning of the fifth monthafter the blockade was formed. = Boiffot
advanced without delay to the gates of the city. The. people,
pale and meagre, Tan, as their fmall remains of firength would
allow, (0 meet him ;. a0d many of them fo greedily devoured the
food which he diftributed, that what was intended for their relief,
proved the caufe of their inflant defiruion ; for provifions of
every kind in the city had been entirely exhaufted, and the be-
fieged were fo weakened, that if the blockade had continued two
days longer, they mutt all have perifhed®s

Wrew
* They efaped il more narouly rom fllng iat he baocs o the entmy. [ the
sight immeditly preceding, and st the vy ime when the Spaninds were making their
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WHEN  they were fomevhat refrefed with the food which
Boiffot hiad brouglit, they accompanied the magifirates to one of
the chirches, to render thanks to the Almighty, Never was
any alembly more deeply agitated. By the confideration of
their fignal and unexpeéted deliverance, when they were up-
on the brink ‘of ruin; joined to their remembrance «of the
difimal feenes which they had witnefled, and of the many friends
and fellow-citizens whom the famine and pefiilence had carried
off, their minds were overpowered at once with gratitude and
forrow.  They were difolved in tears ; and mingled together
the voices of praife and of lamentation.

Tix cotemporary hiftorians have further recorded; that whea
the prince of Orange received information of the raifing of the
fiege, ‘being engaged in public worhip in one of the churehes at
Delft, he ftood up, and read to che andience the letters which
contained the intelligence; after which, the States being con-
vened, a day of general thankfgiving was appointed.

“Tur, ‘Spanith army took their route by the way of Amflerdam
and Utrecht, and attempted to get poffeffion of the laft of thefe
places by furprife ; but the gates being fhut againt them, and a
contribution of money offered, they were prevailed on to purfuc
their march towards Maeftricht, where they were put into winter-

quarters”.

PART
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B RIT ol

HE difficulties which the Spaniards encountered in the feve-
ral enterprifes that have been related, gave Philip a very dif-

BOOK

.
—

ferent idea of the fpirit, vigour, and refources of the malcontents, N?
2

from what he bad hitherto entertained; and determined him to
liten to an offer, which his coufin the emperor Maximilian made
at this time, of mediating 2 reconcilement. Maximilian was
prompted to interpofe his influence, partly perhaps by concern
for the interet of his kinfman, but chiefly by his apprehenfion,
that through the clofe connection which fubfifted between: the
Dutch and German proteflants, the fame which raged with fo
‘much fury in the Low Countries, might at laft diffufe it@IF into
Germany.  Having therefore interceded with Philip to grant the
snfurgents favourable terms, and obtained powers to negociate an
agreement, he transferred thefe powers to count Scwartzenburg,
whom he feat into Holland, in the beginniog of the year 1575,
attended by feveral German nobles. On the counts arrival in.
Dort, he had an interview with his kinfman the prince of Orange ;
with whom he employed all his own influence, and that of the em-
peror, from whom he brought a confidential letter to the prince.
‘From the refpect due to the emperor, William confented toa congrefs
in the city of Breda. But as he could not be perfuaded, that Philip

St of Halland or o the pecgie of Leyden,  Wieher ther was sy groond for ths s

in e e W ol e, B s i o 0 e e M
o and cnfed i, G e gree t pay them the o Burdred thouind oris, which,
b i o h ol

Vo L 31 would
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20,9 would be ever brought to offer conditions, which the States could

s

M 1yt

accept with fafety, he believed, that the sreaty propofed would
prove abortive, and therefore he exhorted the States to keep them=
felves in a pofture of defence, and to profeéute with vigour their
preparations for renewing the war, when the congrefs fhould be
diffolved. 'The prince himfelf was not of the number of the de=
putics; nor did thofe who were appointed, though lefs obnoxious
to Philip's refentment, think it fafe to truft themfelves in the
power of the Spaniards in Breda, till Romero, and Mondragone,
and two other petfons of diftinQtion, were fent into Holland as
hoflages.

From the proceedings at this congrefs, and the mutual diftrutt
which the deputies difcovered, the reader will eafily perceive the
caufes. which rendered ineffetual, not only the prefent attempt,
but likewife all the endeavours which were afterwards employed,
during the fpace of forty years, to reconcile the contending
parties.

Tie demands of the States of Holland and Zealand confifted
of two articles ; that the governor fhould immediately difimifs the
foreign troops; and that a_ general affembly of the States of all
the provinces fhould be held to determine the feveral points in
controverfy, whether civil o religious.

In anfwer to thefe requefls, the Spanih deputies obferved, that
it was unreafonable to call the Spaniards by the name of foreigners,
fince they were equally the fubjedls of the king as the people of
the Netherlands, and had done him the moft fignal fervice, in that
very country from which he was now requefted to expel them.
That the Germans, Freach, and Englifh, in the fervice of the
States, might with much greater propriety be denominated fo-

reigaers.
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reigners. 'That the king did not intend, in cafe peace were cfta-
blifhed, 1o retaia the Spanifh troops in the Low Countries lohger
than neceflity fhould require ; but that it would be highly im-
proper to urge him any further on this fubje&, as he could not,
confiftently with honour, difinifs the forces in the prefent poftare
of his affairs. ‘They added, that after tranquillity wes reftored,
the King would not be averfe to the convoe the States,
sior oppofe thiir deliberating concerning foch affairs as properly
belonged o' them. That he would be ever ready o lien to
their counfel, and would regulate his condudt agreeably to it
in every thing that was juft and reafomable. ~And that, in the
mean time, he was gracioufly pleafed to make them an offer of
full indemnity of their pat offences, upon the following condi-
tions: That all cicies and forts, with their artillery and flores,
fhould be delivered into his hands; thiat every heretical form of
worfhip thould be proferibed ; and that all fuch perfons as were
unwilling to forfake their errors, thould difpofe of their effeds and
Jeave the country.

To thefe declarations and offers of the Spanith deputies, thofe
of the Sttes replied, that notwithfianding what had been faid,
they muft fill adhere to their firlt requelt of having the pro-
winees delivered from the oppreffion of the Spanifh and other
foreign troops. Thefe troops were indeed fubjedts of the king
of Spain; but they were ot fibje€ts of the duke of Brabaat, or
the carl of Flanders, Holland, or any other of the provinces,
therefore they could not be fuffered (o remain, without

in whi
a violation of & fundamental faw of the confltution. It was true,
that the French and Englifh troops ‘were foreigners ; but thefe
troops had come into thé Low Countries at the defire of the
States; they had never affumed to themfclves any fhare in the

312 govern-
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government, and were deemed neceffiry by the States for their
defence againft the Spaniards; whereas the Spaiards had, from
their firt entrance into the Netherlands, treated the inhabitants
as enemics and flaves; had arrogated to themfelves cvery impor-
tant branch of the adminifiration, and had, on many oc-
cafions, exercifed the moft unrelenting cruelty, indulging, in the
moft abandoned manner, their lawlefs luft and avarice, to the
utter ruin of great numbers of the innocent and faithful fub-
je@s of the king. Tt would be impoffible to reflore tranquility to
the proviaces while thefe men were allowed to remain, nor were
they frieads to the king or thé peace propofed, who advifed him
to retain them.  If the fervice which the king had received from
his Spanifh troops, were compared with the mifchicf of which
they had been the authors, it would be found that they had done
infinitely greater harm than good ; and that, by the lawlefs ra~
pine which they had exercifed, they had received much more than
a fufficient_ compenfation for all their fervices. The inha-
bitants of the Low Countries were confeious of having often
contributed to advance the glory of the Spanifh crown. Nor
could even their late condud, if jullly confidered, be inter-
preted as a breach of their duty to the king, fince they had
never oppofed bis exercifing any rights which appertained to
him as fovereign of the provinces; and although they had taken
wp arms, they had never employed them but in vindicating thofe
sights and privileges which the king himfelf had fworn to main-
in, or in defending their lives and fortunes, their wives and
children, againt the violeace and lawlefs tyranny of the Spa-
niards.

It gave them much concern to find, that the king would not
agree (0 fummon an affembly of the States till peace fhould be
reflorcd,
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reflored, as they were convinced that no other means fo effectual
could be devifed for eflablifhing peace on a firm and permanent
foundation. It gave them ftill greater concern to hear the depu-
ties, in the name of the king, exprels themfelves, as if they
Iooked upon the States only as counfellors, whofe advice he would
or would not follow, aceording s he fhould judge expedien.
This they could not help confidering as an intimation, that the
States were 10 be limited in the exercife of their authority ; and
if this was intended, no ufefol purpofe could be ferved by calling
them together. With the conditions annexed to the proffered
indemaity, it was impoffible they could comply. They could not
deliver the cities and forts into the hands of the Spaniards, with~
out being apprehenfive of the fraud exemplificd in the fable of
the war between the wolves and the fheep, in which. the latter
were perfuaded o give up their auxiliaries the dogs into the
hands of their crafiy foes. For they had not forgotten the fate
of the counts Egmont and Horn, and many others, who repent-
ed, wheit was t0 late, of putting faith in promifes which their
encmies could violate with impunity. ~ And with refpegt to the
other condition, that all heretics ould quit the country, as they
could not believe the religion now eflablifhed in Holland and
Zealand to be heretical; {0 if all who had renounced the popifl
faith were to be deemed heretics, and expelled from the Nethes-
Iands, there would not be a fufficient number Jeft to keep the
dikes in repair; the country would be fiript of the greatclt part
of its inhabitants, and ere long be buried in the waves. They
concluded with intreating the deputies o take the reprefentation
they had made in good part, as proceeding from their zeal for
the intereft of the king as well as of the provinces; -and with pray-
ing Almighty God to infpire the king and his minifiers with
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milder _fentiments than thofe which they had hitherto em-
brac

T the reply which was made to this remonfirance, the Spanith
deputies, after complaining of the fpiric in which it was compofed,
faid that the king would fo far comply with the requeft relative to
the foreign troops, as to fend them away immediately after the
terms of peace were fettled; provided the States would at the
fame time difiifs the foreigners in their fervice, and deliver up
the cities and other fortified places. He would likewife fommon
the affembly of the States, as foon as the prefent difturbances had
fubfided ; but he could not, confifently with his dignity, fubmit
to their decifion, the conditions on which peace was to be efta-
blifhed;  fince this would be to abandon what he regarded as his
peculiar prerogative, and to allow them to prefcribe where it was

their duty to obey. In particular, he was determined never. to
reflr to their decifion the important queflion concerning religion.
The States, as well as the king, had fworn to maintain the ca-
tholic faith; and no confideration would ever prevail on him to
fuffer them to depart from it in the fmalleft article. He was not
afraid of depopulating the maritime provinces by the expulfion of
heretics; on the contrary, he believed that thefe provinces would
flourifh more, for that tranquillity which unity of faith -would
enfire; and if the heretical miniflers were removed, he doubted
not that the people would foon perecive the folly into which
they had been betrayed, and rewrn into the bofom of the
church.

Tz deputies of Holland and Zealand, after confulting their
conflituents, gave the following as their ultmate reply, That
they
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they were

ling to refer the feveral points of difference, the dif= * g‘g x
miflion of the Spanith troops, the delivering of the cities, forts,

and military flores, the nature of the fecurity to be given for
fulflling the conditions of the peace, and cven the article of
religion, to the general affembly of the States of all the provinces:
and they were willing, they faid, to make the Ia® of thefe con-
ceflions, not from any intention of giving up their religion, which
no confideration would induce them to forfake ; but from the deep
concern which they felt on account of the long continued cala-
mities of their fellow-citizens ; to put an end to which, they were
ready to abandon their native couatry, if the States fhould find
it neceffary 1o ¢fablifh a religion, with which their confciences.
would not fuffer them to comply.

Count Scwartzenburg now perceived that no greater con- The contee
ceffion could reafonably be expected. He reprefented to the i "
governor, that confidering how deep the proteflant rcligion had
ftruck its roots in the maritime provinces, the extirpation of it
could not be fpeedily accomplifhed; and he urged him to grant a
truce for fix months, during which time the exercife of that re~
ligion fhould be permitted, and every lenient meafizre employed to
footh and conciliate the minds of the people. But Requefens
had not authority from the king to agree to this requelt; and he
refuled to grant even a truce of two months, except on condi-
tion that the proteftants fhould abftain from their mode of reli
gious worlhip, and oblige their minifters immediately to quit the
counts ith this condition Count Sewartzenburg knew that
the maritime provinces would never be perfuaded to comply. He
therefore defpaired of being able to bring his negociation to the
defired iffue, and foon after fet out for Germany. The congrefs

was.
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was diffolved. The hoflages were reflored ; and the contending
partics, having their refentment more inflaned than ever, applied
themfelyes to the profecution of the war".

T deputies had no fooner left Breda, than Requefeas pub-
Tifhed an edi€t, prohibiting all communication with the malcon-
teats; and immediately afterwards fent his troops, under the count
de Hierges, to lay fiege to the town of Buren; which they foon
obliged to capitulate. From Buren they marched to Oude-water,
and in fpite of a brave and vigorous defence, they took it by
florm; exercifing at this place their wonted fury, and putting the
garifon and all the inhabitants to the fword, without diftindtion
cither of fex or age. Hierges proceeded next to Schowen upon
the Leck, The prince of Orange made hafe to fend a reinforce~
ment to the garrifon. But the inhabitants dreading the fame fate
as that of the people of Oudewater, obliged the garrifon to fur~
render.  After which, Hierges directed his march towards Crim=
pen.  Vitelli, in the mean time, with the forces under his com=
mand, reduced a number of places which lie between the Leck
and the Vahal; and Mondragone was no lefs fuccefsful in the
quarter of Holland, which borders upon Brabant.

BuT Requeens did not incline that bis troops thould pufh their
conquells in Holland any furher at prefent. In compliance with
his inftructions, he refolved to bend his whole attention to the re-
dudion of fome of the principal towns in Zealand, which Philip was
defirous of acquiring, for the reception of a fleet to be fent from
Spain. In order to accomplifh this defign, Requefens drew off
his troops from Holland ; and had, fome time before, prepared a
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mumber of fat-bottomed veffels, propottioned to the depth of thie
gulfs and canals. I thefe vellels he intended to have tranfported
‘his troops to Zealand 5 but the prince of Orange having received
intelligence of his defign, and colletted a naval force of the fime
kind, much fuperior in number, he relinquithed his firt plan,
and adopted another that feemed equally diffcult and daogerous.
‘This was to imitate what was done by Mondragone, when he
saifed the fiege of Tergocs, and to make the foldicrs wade through
an arm of the fea, which was five miles broad.

I8 the north-caft parts of Zealand, there are three iflands much
Jarger than the reft; Tolen, Duveland, and Schowen. Tolen,
‘which lies neareft to Brabant, was in the hands of the Spaniards ;
and between this ifland and Duveland, lies the little ifle of Phi-
Tiplland, which is feparated from Duveland by the canal, or arm
of the fea, over which Requefens intended that his forces fhould
pafs on' foot. It was known from fome experiments which had
been made, that this canal was fordable; o was it quite b broad
as that which Mondragone's troops had pafled over to the relief of
Tergoes.  But there was flill much reafon to fufped that the at-
tempt would be found impradticable.

Sucn of the officers as were of this opinion, obferved that
there was a wide difference between the enterprife in queftion,
and that of Mondragone, whofe men had no other. obflacles
to encounter but thofe of the paffage, and needed only firength
and patience to enfure fuccefs ; whereas, in the prefent cafe, the
encmy having taken the alarm, were continually upon the watch ;
and the ford was in a manner befieged by their numerous veflls,
which were ready to attack the Spaniards, when they would
be unable to defend themfelves.  And even allowing that they
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fhould furmount thefe difficulties, and effectuate their pallage, yet
what remained for them, on their approach to the oppofite fhore,
but to be attacked by a frefh and vigorous enemy, advantageoufly
pofted, before they could difentangle themfelves from the mud
and water.

By thefe confiderations, fome of the principal officers were in-
duced to remonfirate againft the intended enterprife, as too ha-
zardous and defperate ; and they were of opinion, that no attempt
ought to be made on Zealand til the fleet from Spain fhould ar-
rive. But this prudent counfel was not fuited to thé bold intrepid
¢ which animated the greater part of the Spanifh oficers.
Tht resembesage ob e focmes ifbriee iols i b oo
tempt of the malcontents, infpired. them with confidence of fuc-
cefs 5 and they were uawilling to divide the glory of their con=
quefls with their countrymen, who were fuppofed o be on their
way from Spain. If this enterprife, fid they, be impraQicable
in the day, why may we not undertake it in the night; whea
we fall cither clude. the vigilance of the enemy or, if they get
information of our, defiga, yet we fhall have lite reafon to
dread their cfforts, as they will be obliged to fire their guns at
random, and fpend their force in air. The troops pofted on the
other fide to oppofe our landing, will a&; as their countrymen
‘have often done on fimilar occafions. ‘The boldnefs of our adven-
ture, and the daring countenances of our men, will overwhelm
their daftardly Ipirits with difimay and terror.

Requesens was ot natually fond of ralh or daring enter-
but being exceedingly defirous to carry his fcheme of fub-
duing Zealand into fpeedy exceution, he tranported three thou=
fand fele® troops, compoled of an equal number of Spaniards,

% Wallooas,
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Walloons, and Germans, to the ifle of Philipfland. Then having
‘ordered d?Avila o attend him with the fleet, on board which he
put one half of hefe forces, he gave the command of the other
Bl deflined to atiempt the paffage, to Oforio d'Uloa, a Spanifh
oficer of diftinguithed courage, who had warmly exhorted him to
undertake this bold and fingular expedition.

O the 28th of September; as foon as it was dark; and the
tide had began (o retire, Ullon entered the water at the head of
i troops, with the guides before him.  The troops were followed
by two hundred pioncers ; and the rear-guard was formed by a
company of Walloons, commanded by an officer of the name of
Peralia.They eould march oaly three men a-breaft on the top of
a tidge of earth or fand, and were often obliged to wade up to the
{houlders, and to bear their mufkets on their heads, to preferve.
them from the water. They had advanced but a litle way, when
the Dutch and Zealanders approached, and began a furious dif-
charge of their fmall arms and artillery. And not futisfed with
this, many of them leaped into the water, and with hooks falencd
to the ends of long poles, aid hold of the foldicrs, opprefed with
the weight of the clement through which they toiled ; maffcring
fome, and plunging others in the waves. Nothing but the dark-
nefs of the night, which prevented the two fquadrons of the enc-
my's fhips from adling in. concert, could ave faved the royalifls
from deftrution.  But, notwithfanding the difficulties under
which they laboured, they perfifted bold and dauatlefs in their
courfe, exborting and affifting one anotki ; and without quitting
their ranks, repelling the cnemy, and defendiag themfelves as
well as their defperate circumftances would allow.  Their calami-
ties increafed as they approached to the oppofite flore. ~For be=
fides, that their vigour was infpaired, they had decper water to
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pas, and the cremy’s fhips could come nearer to'the ford: At
aft, however, they reached the land, in. time. to fave themfelves
from defiraion.  The banks -were lined with a numerous
body of troops and if thefe troops had behaved with an ordi-
nary degree. of elolution, it is impoffible that the Spaniards,
drenched as they were: with mud: and water, and exhaufied with
Satigue, could have flood befora them: - But unfortunately, in the
beginning of the atiack, their commander. was, killed; by an
accidental fhot of one of his-own men. - Conflernation feized his.
troops, and: they fled in. the moft. daftardly manner, before an.
‘enemy unable to purfuc,

Titss extraordinary adventure, though it fucceeded beyond what
could juftly have been expeded, was not executed without lofs.
The ploncers were all either overtaken by the tide, or deftroyed.
by the enemy. The rear-guard under Peralta faved themfclves by
returaiog back.  OF the troops under Ulloa, a confidérable num-
ber was killed or drowned, and othiers wounded. But among:
the killed there was only one perfon of diftintion, named Pachecos;
concerning whom it is recorded, that being wounded by a mufket-
fHot, and-unable to-advance, and fome of fis men urging him to.
fuffer them to bear Kim on _their fhoulders; he replied, * That.
would ferve only to retard your march. My wound is mortal ; T
die, and not without fome honour in o glorious an enterprife.”*”
Saying this, fie fank down into the water *
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‘Wagx the Dutch and Zealanders fiw that, in fpite of their
‘oppofition, the royalifts had accomplifhed their defign, they quitted
the canal, and went to give notice of what had happencd to the
inhabitants of the fea-port towns, which they fuppoled the enemy.
intended to attack. Requefens immediately laid hold of the op
‘portunity which their departure afforded him, to tranfport the reft
of his forees to Duveland; where they joined their companions;
and foon compelled all the proteflant troops on the ifland-to fiy
over to Ziricfee, the capital of Schowen:

Tuz redution of that city was the immediate and principal
obje@ of the prefent expedition. For befides, that Requefens
‘Toped; by poffeffing Ziricfée, to be able to difturb the communi-
cation between Holland and Zealand, e confidered it as the fttet
place for the reception of the reinforcement which e expetted
from Spain; and T intended to make it the f€at of his firengtit
in that quarter, till He fHould colledt a naval force fuficient to en=
fure the conquet of Middleburg, Flufhing, and the other towns
in Walcheren. Towards Ziricfee; the army now commanded by
Mondragone, proceeded without delay. Before ey could reackt
it, they found it neceffary to pafs over the canal; which feparates
Duveland from Schowen, and ‘onthe oppofite fide of which thiey.
faw the enemy prepared to difpute their paffage. This did not
deter them from the profecution’ of their défign. Animated by
the example of their leaders, they leaped without hefitation into
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the canal, which was near a league over, aving the bottom full ~

of mud; and advanced forward with fich undaunted “intrepidity,
that the enemy, regarding them with aftonifhiment,” abandoned:
their fation, and 1eft the paffige free and undifputed.

Moxbracoxe would have immediately begun the fiege of
Ziricfee, but thought it necelfiry before-hand to make himfelf
mafler.
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‘mafler of certain pofts, which the Zealanders bad fortified; in

“—— order to fecure the communication between. the inhabitants

1575

of that town, and their friends in the other iflands and on the
continent. Thefe forts were three in number; one on the
fouth near Borendam, and the other two called Browerfhaven and
Bommene, on. the north and eaft.  Through the imprudent con-
fidence of the Spaniards, who made an affault on the fiet of thefe
forts too foon, it coft the lives of fixty of that nation, with Pe-
salta their commander ; befides a confiderable number of Ger-
mans and Walloons. 'The fort of Bowes(haven fubmitted with~
out refiftance; but that of Bommene, which was beiter fortified,
was likewife more valiantly defended than the other two, Du
Li, a French officer, commanded the garrifon, confifting of Ger-
‘mans, French, and Englith; into whofe breafls he had infufed the
fame generous and daundlefs fpirit with which he him{elf was
animated. 'The bebaviour and fate of this brave determined gar-
rifon deferves a place in hifory. At the time of high water their
fortification was impregnable, as at that time the fea filled both
the ditch which furrounded it, and a canal which paffed throughit;
butat low water, and for fome hours before and after that time,
the ditch was fordable, and the enemy could advance to the very
foot of the wall. Both Requefens and Vitelli had come to dire@
the operations of the fiege, Agreeably to their commands, the
royalifts, after approaching as near as pofible to. the ditch, by
‘means of trenches, opened a large battery, which continued firing
upon the fort for two days inceflantly, till a fufficient breach was
made. Then waiting till the water had retired, they madea fu~
rious affault; but the befieged withflood their moft vigorous efforts,
and at laft obliged them to retire, with the lofs of a huadred and
Gty Killed, and twice that number wounded.  The Spaniards, en-

raged
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xaged on account of their repulfe and lofy; returned to the affule 29,0 &
next day, and began to florm the fort on differeat fides at the
fame time. Both parties were highly agitated with fury and
defpair, and both were alike determined cither to die o conquer.
The profpect of the rewming tide wronght cqually on the fears
of the aflalants, and the hopes of the befieged. The former knew,
that if they did not carry théir poiat foon, they muft a fecond
time foffer the fhame and flaughter of a repulfe, and the latter
confidered, that if they could hold out a few hours longer, the
water would deliver them for the prefent, and the enemy be per-
" haps deterred from renewing the affault. Incited by thefe reflec-
tions, the combatants on both fides exerted all their vigour, and
difplayed a degree of fortitude and prowefs which fcldom oceurs
in the annals of hiflory. Each perfon regardlefs of his faféty,
and intent only upon annoyiog the enemy, the conflid was s
bloody and defperate, as the time was critical and important, It
had Tafled for near fix hours, and many of the braveft on both
fides bad fallen. At Iaf, the affuilants, perceiving the quick ap-
proach of the tide, and colledling and exerting at once their whole
force, overpowered the befieged with their numbers, and burft
forward irrefiflibly within the walls of the fort; in which the gar-
sifon fill continued to refifl, till there was not a fingle pesfon left
o enjoy the glory of fo illuftrious a defence. The royalifts paid
= dear for their vidtory ; above two hundred men, befides thofe who
had fallen in the firft affauls, were killed upon the (pot, and a mich,
greater number wounded .

1575,

THEY now proceeded to the fiege of Ziriclee; and in this Thefageor
undertaking their difficulties were greatly augmented, and the
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fiege prolonged by arefolution of the inhabitants, who had broken
down the dikes of the canal, and Taid the adjacent country unde
water. This meafure, of which the States of Holland had lately
fet the example during the fiege of Leyden, hewed how firmly de-
termined the citizens were to make a vigorous defence, and ren~
dered impra@ticable all the ordinary methods of conduting fieges,
by trenches, batterics, and affaults. Mondragone perceived, that
the redudion of Ziricfee muft be a work of confiderable time, and
that the only expetient which he could employ, was to block it
wp on every fide, foas to prevent the eatrance of fupplics. Thefe
it could receive only by the way of a fmall canal dug from Ziric-
e, o the great one above-mentioned, which feparates Schowen
from the ifle of Duveland.

I order to fecure the communication between thefe canals, the
Zealanders had fortified the banks of the fialler, where it is joined
t0 the greater; and while they retained polfeffon of the bateries
which they had planted there, they fecured a free entrance to the
fhips which were fent from Flolland and Walcheren with fupplics.
To deprive them of this refource, and lock up the mouth of the
fmall candl, was the firft and principal objeét of Mondragone’s
ateention. For his purpofe he flationed his fhips in thofc parts
where the water was deepelt; and formed in the moft fhallow
parts, an cftacade, a work of a prodigious labour, which cmployed
his troops for feveral months, and was attended with confiderable
bloodfhed. By perfeverance, however, he brought it at laft to a
conclufion; and then having drawn another flacado of the fume
Kind, from an ifland which lay in the entrance of the canal, he
joined the two flacados together by firong iron chains, and thus
sendered all accefs impradticable.

Durise
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Dunixc the progrefs of thefe operations, the protefiants e~
braced every opportunity of introducing, fopplies into the citys
and they were greatly favoured by the feafon, which was fo much
milder than ufual, as to leave the river and canals navigable
through the whole of winter.  But in the beginning of February,
the enemy’s works were completed, and from that time, all at~
tempts to relieve the befieged, by the way of the fmall canal,
proved incffe@ual. 'Their friends were therefore obliged to turns
0 another quarter.

1N the beginning of the fiege feveral cuts had been made in the
dike of the great canal, on the fide of Schowen, in order, as was
‘mentioned above, to overflow the country. 'Through one of thefe
cuts, near the village of Dréifcher, the prince of Orange propofed
to convey fupplies to Ziricfee acrofs the inundation ; and he come
mitted the execution of his defign to count Hohenloe, a German
‘nobleman of the moft unquefionable fpirit and refolution 3 but a
frorm aifing, and the Spaniards having encamped moft of their
forees, and planted batteries on the dike, clofe by the cut, they.
obliged Hohenloe to retire. . The priace, not difeouraged by this
check, prepared to make a fecond attempt with a more powerful
armament. And in order to animate his troops, he refolved to
condud® the enterprife himfelf,

Mo reached Dreifther, and approachied the cut, at the time of
high water. Tn the beginning of the attack he threw the cnemy
into confufion; made confiderable flaughter among them, and
carried off fome pieces of cannon from their batteries. But the
‘Spaniards, rouzed by the danger which threatencd them, quickly
‘recovered their flations, and made a bold and vigorous refiftance,
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tillthe tide began to retire; when the prince perceiving it to be
impra@icable to advance, was obliged, in ordér to fave his fleet
from deftruction, to return into the great canal,  Boiffot the ad-
miral, whofe fhip was much larger than the refl, did not retreat
in tiune; and bis fhip having firuck againft the bottom, he himfelf,
and about three hundred of his crew, cither perifhied in the waves,
or were killed: by the enemy. - Thiis was. the laft attempt for the
elief of the befieged ;- who being at length overpowered with their
miferies, agreed to furrender the town into the hands of Mondra~
gone; and that general, defirous. to put a period to fo tedious an
enterpriféy granted them foch favourable terms as they were wil-
ling t0'accept”.

Tiss fiege had lated. near nine months, and during all that
time had occupied the greateft part of the Spanifh army.

Bur before the farrender of' Ziricfee, other events had hap~
pened; which rendéred  thofe that Have been relyted of finall im-
portance to cither party ; and'which; while they difippointed the
hopes entertained by the Spaniards of completing the conqueft of
Zealand, in a great meafure delivered the confederates from thofe
difquieting apprehenfions which the late fuccels of the Spanifh
arms was calcalated to excite: The firft of thefe events was the
death of Vitelli, who was, without controverfy, the ableft and
‘moft experienced general at that time in the Netherlands.

VireLur's death was quickly followed by that'of Requefens.
In carrying on the fiege of Ziriefee, much-greater fums had been
‘eceffary than he. was-able to fiipply. - From Spain, e knew that;
confidering,the exhauted:conditiors of the king's finances, occa~
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fioned by his war with the Turks, no money could be expected; 5 0 K

and the States of fuch of the provinces as retained their allegi-
ance, were cither unwilling, or unable to comply with his demands.
Thus, great arrears were due to his troops, and they had already
begun to mutiny, and to_exercife the moft intolerable oppreffion
on the people; to whom he had been obliged to grant the liberty
of wearing arms for their defence, from a well-grounded. appre=
Tenfion, that if he had not permitted them to do this, they would
Have done it without His authority ",

ReQuesENs had too much fenfibility, and too lttle firength of
‘mind, either to endure patiently the mortifications, of to encounter.
refolutely the difficulties, to which he was expofed. His vexation.
and chagrin preyed inceffantly on his health and fpirits, and at
length brought on a fever, of which he died in a few days; leav-
ing behind him a much higher charadter for civil, than for mili-
tary accomplithments, in which he was confeedly much infe-
ior to his predeceffor the duke of Alva ™.

* i ey had boen ken from them by the doks of Al
 Thunus, tom, . . 464 Swads, tom, . p
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