

















o i
s T @ RAY
RUGHE D GRGIN

S

PHILIP IL King of Spain.







THE

H SO Ry
B Edo TGN

oF

PHILIP THE SECOND,

KONIN G O/E HS PUA TN,
By ROBERT WATSON, LL D.
PRINGIPAL OF THE UNITED COLLEGE OF ST. SALVATOR AND
ST. LEONARDS, IN THE UNIVARSITY OF ST. ANDREWS,

VoL I

THE SECOND EDITION, CORRECTED.

LONDON:
FRINTED FOR W. STRANAN, AND T, CADELL IN THE STRAND;
AND J. BALFOUR, 4ND W, CREECH, £DINBURGH,

MpecLxRviL,

UVYVA.BHSC






THE

Bl S T Ry

OF THE REIGN OF

PHILIP THE SECOND,
KING OF SPAIN.

BOOK XIV.

FTER the death of Requefens, who had been pro= 3 o 0

vented from nomiaating his fucceor by the violence . X%,

A, of his difeafe, the council of ftate affumed the reins of _ 1576.
trcrimnki sl an 1 el HEGIAMAL i e G s his oy s a

of a governor, he found it neceffary to confirm their authority,
Trs revolution afforded great fatifadtion 1o the people of
Holland and Zealand; who flattered themfelves with hopes, that
now, when the adminifiration was lodged in the hands of their
fellow-citizens, the war would not be carried on with the fame
animofity and ardor as before. At firft, however, the council en~
tered heartily into the late governor’s defigns, and profecuted, with
vigour, the plan of operations which he had lefe unfinifhed. And
they continued to do fo tl their attention was caled to abjedt of
Vou. 1L B a fill
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2 fill more interefling nature, than the redu@ion of the maritime
provinces.

Tt Spanifh cavalry had, as already mentioned, begun to mu~
tiny before the death of Requefens.  Duting the fiege of Ziriclee,
the infantry remained obedient to their commanders, partly from.
being kept ia perpetual employment, and partly from the hopes
of eariching. themlelves by, the plunder OF that city; but being
difappointed in thefe hopes by the articles of the capitulation,
and large arrears being due, to the ‘payment of which even the
codulbutions of the people of Ziricice were not applied®, they
flew to arms, depofed their offcers, clected others, and a come
mander fa chief from amang themfelves ; and thed, having fworn
amutual fidelity over the facred hoft, they abandoned all their con
quefts which had coft thee fo much labour and blood, and paffed
over to Brabant ; intending to take poffeffion of fome confiderable
forified place, from whence they might make excurfions, and
plunder the neighbouring towns and villages,

‘T council of fate fent count Marivele o appefs them § but
2o offers or promifes which the count was empowered to make,
could divert them from their defign. They hoped, by the fapidity
of helr march, to have entered Bruflels by furprife; but both the
inbabitants and gareifon were prepared. to oppofe them, They
failed likevwife in an attempt on Mechlin,  Then leaving Brabant,
they turaed fuddenly towards'Alloft in Flanders; and made thémo
felves ‘mafters of that town, by climbing over the walls, in the
middle of the night, when the citizens were of their guard. They
could not have acquired poffefion of a place more fuitable to thiiy
defign; as it was Gituated in the midft of a rich and fentile coun-
fry, and lay at ncarly an equal diftance from Brafels, Ghent, and

& Bt lgn, dha vhe Wiloons
clded the Spscids fom b towe

Tk bol of the movey, and with grst deseriy ex

Antwverp.
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PHILIP Il KING OF SPAIN. s

Antwerp.  They had no fooner difplayed the flandasd of rebellion. 3 9,0 %
in Alloft, than they were joined by mofl of the other Spanifh
troops in the Low Countries; afier which, they began to exercife '
every fpecies of violence and outrage, both againft the citizens

and the inhabitants of the countey round.

TuE prince of Orange remained not idle or ‘unconcerned, in
this eritical conjun@ure.  He had too much fagacity not to dif-
cern, and too much zeal and dexterity not to avail himfelf of fo
favourable: an opportunity . of advancing his defigas. By his
letters, and emiffaries, he endeavoured to roufe the fpirit of the
people, and to perfuade the council, * That now was the time
when they might delive themfelves for ever from the tyranny of
Spain. By, the good providence of God, the government had
fallen into their own hands. It ought to be their unalterable pur~
pofe, o hold faft the power which they poffefled, and to employ
it in delivering their fellow-citizens from that intolerable load of
mifery under which they had fo long grouned, The meafire of
the calamities of the people, and of the iniquities of the Spa-
niards, was now full, There was nothing worle to be dreaded
than they had already foffered ; and nothing to deter them from
refolving either to expel their rapaious tyrants, ot 1 perifh in
the glorious attempt.”

‘Tiszsx exhortations, enforced by accounts which were Propa® e, e .
gated of the enormities commitied by the Spanih troops, found g<e i<
an eafy admittance into the minds of perfons of all ranks,  The ci.
council of flate were no lefs inflamed than the people ; and re=
folved to publifh an edi@, declaring the Spaniards to be rebels
againft the king. Barlaimont, Manfveld, Viglius, cven the Spa-
nifh officers of the higheft rank, and Rhioda, prefident of the
council of tumalts, feemed at ficlt inclined to concur with the
other counfellors; but perceiving that their refentment was not

B2 confined

VYA.BHSC



Book
v,

e

Hofiles be-
e the
Shanids and
Flemiogs,

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

confined to the mutineers, but extended Jikewife to all the friends
of the Spanifh gorcrument, they begad 1o alleiate the outrages
of the foldiers, and openly oppofed the publication of thi edict 5
alleging, that troops which had mutinied on account of ot re.
cciving their pay, could not jully be confidered as rebels; and
that the edict would ferve only to exafperate them fill more againt
the people, while the council was not provided with force fuff

ent 10 refiain their excles. - But thefe reafons were heldin great
contempt by a majority of the council; who, having expelled the
diffenting members, accufed, them of holding correfpondence with
the mutineers, and hrew them into prifon. ~Then having clected
the duke d"Acihot for.their prefident, in-the room of Viglius,
they publifhed an edit in terms firongly calculated to increafe the
odium againft the Spanith troops; calling on the people o concur
with them i driving out that lawlefs and rapacious erew, who,
under the pretext of procuring payment of their arrears, would,
if they were not fpecdily prevented, bring uter ruin upn- the
Netherlands.

NOTUING - could have been more confonant to the general
fpirit of the Hemiogs, than the fentiments contafned:in this
edit, It ferved as fuel to that flume which vwas alfeady Kindled,
2nd which now burft out with redoubled violénce.  To give
greater weigh to-the: meafures ‘which had been already taken,
and to thofe which they intended to-purfue, the coundil calleq
an allumbly of the States 5 and all the provinces, Luxemburg
cxcepied; fent deputies to- attend. - This affembly had no
fooner met than hoftlities were begun. The citadels ‘of ‘Ant.
werp. Ghent, Valeaciennes, and Utrecht were in the hands of the
Spaniards. . Romero commanded in Licres; and Macfiicht was
gaiifoned by fome companies of German infantrys - To scq
poifefion of thefe important forureffs, and to preveit the Spanity

troops
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troops from uniting themfelves into one body, were the objects

BooK
XV

5

‘upon which the States beflowed their firll and principal attention. -t

They were fuccefsful in gaining over to their fide the regiments
of Walloons in the Spanifh fervice 3 and they raifed fo great a
number of militia of the country, s when joined with the
Walloons, formed a confiderable body of troops.

Tue Spaniards, on the other hand, prompred by Rhoda, and
animated by the brave and adlive d’Avila, exerted themfélves no
lIefs firenuoully in counteradting their defigns. An officer of
the name of Vargs, having drawn together cight hundred
horfe in the neighbourhood of Maeflrieht, had advanced as far
as Vifenach, in his way to Alloft in hopes of prevailing on the
‘mutineers (0 a in concert with him. At Vifeaach he was met
by two thoufand foot and fix hundred horfe, which the Rates had
fent 1o oppofe him. ~ But the Spaniards were not fo much inferior
in number, as they were fuperior in military diftipline. Vargas
fupplied his want of infantry by making a company of Burgun-

s quit their horfes. The Flemill troops, though thy began
the auack with great impetuofity, fell foon into diforder 5 and the
Spaniards broke in upon theie ranks, and put them 1o fiighty
with confiderable flaugbter. P

VARG continued his route (0 Alloft; and was feconded, in his
application to the mutineers, by d’Avila and Romero; but nei-
ther the importunity of their officers, nor a regard to the honour
of their nation, or to their perfonal fafety, could overcome their
‘obftinate refolution to remain in Allofl, il they Mould receive pay-
‘ment of their arrears. From Alloft, Vargas led his troops, with
the utmoft expedition, to Maefiricht, which, e was informed, the
Germans in garrifon there had agreed to deliver to the States. The
exccution of their defign had been retarded by fome companics of
Spaniards, a part of whom were in poffeffon of one of the gates,

and
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and the reftfationed in the town of Vich. ~This town lies on the
caft fide of the river, and s connedled with Macflrict by 3
bridge over the Mace. Vargas, having tranfported his troops,
2nd joincd his countrymen at Vich, had a fharp engagement i
the townfinen upon the bridge; but as they were no fupported
by the Germans, he foon. compelled them to retire, They paid
dear for this attempt 10 afext their libety,  The Germanty sne
Read of adling as their friends, united with the Spaniardes an
both together plundered the town without merey *

B the memory of the calamities which the people of Macfiiche
expericnced on this occafion, was effaced by thofe which foon
afterwards befel the citizens of Antwerp. The States hnd lsboused
in vain fo perfuade the Spanifh garrion in the citadel 1o deives 1t
into theit hands. They now refolved to compel them; and, with
this view, they had brought into the city a numerous body of
Walloons and other troops, ‘They had much reafon for ehge o
lieltude. with which they defred to get pofiefon of this fme
Portant fortres; which, on the one fide, communicated with the
town, by a fpacious clplanade, and on the other, with the adja-
cont sountry. “The States were not ufficienly e of the danger
o which, from thefe two_circumflances united, the ciy of gy
werp was expofed. Champigny * the governor had endeavoued
£ roule their attention to this danger, and had carneflly exorgad
them to block up the efplanade by batterics ang trenches ; and,
2t the fame time, 1o order all the troops that could be fpared, to
cacamp without the towa, o 28 to prevent the Spaniards at Allon
andother places from entering the citadcl, But they wholly ne-
gledied he later part of his advice, and they wese gog late in

b Meteie, p. 164, Besivoglio, p. 176,
er o cardnal

ovele, 4ad was 2 averk from the Spanith et o0
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beginning to put the former ia execution. They believed that

the garrifon would not venture. to fally out upon the town, in

which there was fo great a number of troops to oppofé them 3
and they flattered themfelves with the hopes of being able to com-
pel them to furrender, before they could reccive affiftance from
their countrymen.  For this purpofe, two. firong ‘batterics were
planted on the clplanade; while the townfmen were employcd,
cither in puthing forward the trenches, or in raifing mounds for
the fecurity of the town.

ThE fiege of the caflle of Ghent was carried onat the fame time,
and the States had conceived the moft fanguine expedtations of fuc-
cefs; when the noife of the artillery reached from both places to
the mutinecrs in Alloft; and, awakening in them fome fparks of
their native warlike ferocity, produced a more powerful cffect
‘upon their minds, than all the exhortations and entreaties of their
commanders.

Navarsse, their leader, feized desteroully this opportunity

which their prefeat difpofition a him; and, calling them
together, exhorted them to reflect upon the folly of fuffering
the fortrefles befieged to fal into the hands of the Flemings.
“ That arillery,” faid he,  which is now thundering in our
ears, is levelled again®t us, no lefs than againft the garrifons of
Ghent and Antwerp.  When the Flemings fhall have fubducd the
reft of our countrymen, can we doubt that they will next turn
their arms againt us, who are the principal cbjets. of their re-
fentment ? Can you imagine that the States will then lend a more
favourable ear, than at prefent, to your requefls # Belicve me, they
will ere long extinguith the debt which they owe you, in your
blood.  Let us march inflantly to he relief of the citadel of Ant-
werp.  We fhall foon oblige the enemy to raife the fiege. We
hall, in fpite of the townfmen, and the raw troops which they

bave
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have brought to their affiftance, make ourfelves mafters of the
sichelt city in the world; and take ample revenge for the nawor.
thy treatment we have received.”

HE would have proceeded ; but was preveted by fhouts of
applaue, and exclamations from every quarter, to arms ! o arme!
They were nowas mpatient to leave AlloR, 4s they had formerly
been reluftant.  On the third day of November, and only a few
houts before funfet, they began their march ; hoping to reach the
citadel of Antwerp carly next morning, unobferved by the ene-
my. Haviog found greater diffculty in pafling the Scheld than
ey expeted, they did not arrive tll noon ; notwithfanding
which, beiug joined by four hundred horfe, under Vargas and
Romero, who had aQed in-concert with Navarefe, they entered
the citadel, without meeting with the leatt oppofition. The cir-
7ens were no fooner informed of theie arrival, than they fufg
their defign, aod were filled with the moft dreadful apprehenfions,
Champigny the governor, whofe adsice had becn fo unfortunately
difiegarded, faw the approaching florm, and did every thing in
his power to avert it.

But the impetuofity of the mutincers did not leave him
time for completing the arrangements which he intended. ~ Thefs
men, impelled at once by avarice and revenge, rejeted with dit-
dain the invitation given by d'Avila to repofe and reftefh themielyes
afer their march. With rage and fury in their countenances, they.
demanded the fignal to advance; calling ou, that they were de.
termined, before night, cither t0 perifh in the confliet, or to fix
their quarters in the city. They were in number between o
and three thoufind, and the garrifon, together with the troops
brought by Vargas and Romero, amounted nearly to the
fame number. . Navarefe led on the mutineers, and the re-
mainder were commanded by Romero, - Nothing could cxceed the

inteepidity
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intrepidity with which thefe two determined bands, vying with 79,0 K
cach other, attacked the trenches. The citizens difplayed, at the s
firt onfet, great bravery and relolution; but, being unable
long to withfland the impetuous attack of the Spaniards, and
being galled at the fame time by the artillery of the citadel, they
at length gave way, and fled with precipitation along the two
fireets which lead from the parade into the centre of the
city. The Spaniards were feconded by their cavalry ; which
bore down all before them, and followed clofe upon the rear of
the vanquihed, til they reached the great fquare, in the centre of
‘which, flands the Guildhall or Palace. ' There the fugitives, being.
joined by fome frefh troops, made a halt, and rallied ; but they were
foon broken a fecond time, and would have been all cut to pieces,
iF they had not taken fhelter in the palace, #id in the houfes of
the fquare. From the windows they kept, for fome time, a brifk
fire upon the enemy, and did confiderable exceution; but the
Spaniards, who were accampanied by the retainers of their camp,
fet fire to the houfes, with hay, firaw, and other combuflible
materials, not fparing even the palace itRlf; which was efleem-
ed one of the richeft and moft magnificent in the world. It
was quickly reduced toafhes; and of thofe who had taken refoge in
it, fome perifhed in the flames, and fome by the fivord, in attempt-
ing to elcape, while others frantic with defpair flung. themfelves-
headlong from the windowa .

Tie Spaniards' then difperfed themfelves over the city; over-
powering all oppofition with irrefitible impetuofity. Had their
number been fufficient cither o murder, or to- overtake the
i multitude that fled before them,  the carnage of that memo-

rable day would have been fill more dreadful.  OF the citi-
zens near feven thoufand perithed ; while the lofs of the Spa-

Vor. IL c ‘niards
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niards amounted only to two hundred men. So great is the fupe=
riority in battle, of regular diftipline, and prompt obedience to com=
mand. For though the citizens fought with extraordinary courage;
like men whole all was at flake, they a@ed not in concert, and al~
though they had been marfhalled by Champigny, as well as the time
would allow, yet, from want of pradiice, they were foon throwa
ipto confufion’; and, from the fime caufe, they were unable to re=
cover their ranks, or retirn to the charge.

Justice would oblige us ' to beflow on the Spanifh troops the
praife duc to the moft heroic volour, if, befides the rapacity which
impelled them, they liad not disfigured the luftre of their viGlory by
exercifing a degreeof barbarous cruelty, of which, at that period, the
Spaniards alone, of all the nations in Europe, feem to have been
capable. Antwerp, at the time of this cataftrophy, was in the
moft fourithing condition.  Companies of merchants from almoft
every commercial nation, +efided in it} poffefling florehoufes and
factorics filled with the'moft precious commodities. Great numbers
of the citizens to0 were the wealthieltin Europe. Their magnifi-
cent houfes were adorned with the mofteotly furniture ;. and-cheir
fhops and warehoufes flored with gold and filver fluffs, and all other
Kinds of valuable effedts, collected from every carner of the globe.
Upon thefe the Spaniacds Rized, without any difetimination. of the
owners, aod without confidering whether the perfons whom they
pillaged, were friends or enemies. The plunden that Lay.open.and
‘unconcealed-was immenfe . but was, far from being fafficient to
fatiate the avatice of the Spaniards. . They,exercifed;the mol up-
releating crucley upon all whom they fufpedéd to have, conccaled
theit treafres 5 andnothing was to be heard in the,ciry, but ither
the fhricks and guoans of the-fufferets, or the kmeatatians of thofe
whom they compslled 1o behold the, torments of, theic hufhands,
‘wives, or children. Cotemporary hiftorians have defcribed fome of

the
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the feveral fpecics of forture which they inflicked; but the reader’s
odefly wouldbeofFended, and his humanity hocked by the recital’

I this manner were thefe- men, for three days and nights, em=
ployed in plundering and butchering by turns, a people who
were fubjedts of the fame prince as themfelyes, and from whom
(whatever ground of complaint they might pretend againft the
council of State) they had never received the fmalleft injury, or
provocation, Nor does it appear that their officers interpofed to
‘modette their excelles, till the foldiers, exhaufied with fatigue,
swere about to give over of themfelves.

Tis money in fpecie which was extorted, amounted at leaf to
eight millions of guilders, befides an immenfe quantity ‘of gold
and filver, in plate, ftuffé, and furniture, which the owaers were
not able to redeem. The Tofs which the people of Antwerp fuf~
tained by the buraing of fo many buildings, was not lefs than
what ‘they fuffered by the rapacity of the foldiers. The moft
Beautiful part of the tity was burnt to e groand s and grest
numbers of fhops and warchoufes, contaiaing the richelt goods,
were confumed 1o afhes”.

WatLsT the batbirity exercifed sgainft the inhabitants of Ant-
werp, excited fefitiments of compiffion towards the unhappy fuf-
ferers, ‘it greatly angmented that abhorrence which the Flemings
already entértiintd towards the Spaniards, and made them more
folicitous than ever to deliver thémfelves.from a yoke which was
now become intolerable, But the grear fuperiority which the
‘Spanith teoops difcovered on every oceafion over the faw undifti-
plined forces of the Stités, created thuch anxicty, with'regard to
the fuccels of their endeavours. 'The council of fate perceived
the neceffty Of Having recotrfe to foreign aids and they willingly

¢ Thuand sed Mitdren.
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accepted an offer, which was made them at this jun@ure by the.
prince of Orange, of fome cannon, ammunition, and troops, with
which they pufhed forward the fiege of the citadel of Ghent, and.
foon obliged the garrifon o capiculate.

Ths feafonable affiftance contributed not a little toadvance the
prince’s views.  Immediately after the death of Requefens, he
had projeted a fcheme of uniting all the provinces, and had ex-
erted himfelf with great aQivity and addrefs, in carrying it into
exceution. ‘The States entered readily into bis ideas. Deputics.
were appointed, and invelted with proper powers, by the feveral
provinces ; and in the congrefs, which was held at Gheat, a treaty-
of confederacy was concluded, under which all the provinces,
except Luxemburg, were compreliended.

IN this confederacy, fo well known in the hiflory of thie Ne-
therlands by the name of the Pacification of Ghent, it was agreed
between the Catholic.provinces on the one hand, and thofe of
Holland and Zealand, with the  priace of Orange, on the other,
that there fhould fubfift between  them an inviolable. alliance,
peace, and friendihip; that all paft injuries fhould be: buried in
oblivion ;. that all prifoners, and in particular the court de Boffit,
fhould be fet at liberty without ranfom s that the contradting
pasties fhould, to. the utmoft of their power, affift each other in
expelling the Spaniards from the Netherlands ; that as foon as the.
provinces fhould be delivered from thefe bloody oppreffors, and
tranquility eflablifhed, a general affembly fhould be held of the
States of all the provinces, for redreffing gricvances, reforming
abufes, and reftoring the conflitution t0 its primaval flate; that
the prince of Orange fhould semain high admiral and governor of
the maritime provinces ; and that he, and all others, whofe pro-
perty had been confifcated, fhould be reinflated in their poffeffions.
and dignities; that all the decrees of the duke of Alva, relative

8 to
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to the tomults and herefy, fhould be abolifhed; but that inhe 90 &
Catholic provinces, only the Roman catholic religion fhould be ex- ——="s
ercifed ; while in thofe of Holland and Zealand, all matters, whe Ly
ther civil or religious, fhould remain on their prefeat footing,

a general affembly of all the States fhould be held”.

Ttk deputics who were now convened, whom the biflorians Arivsf
call ikewife by the name of the States, entered immediately upon fu'iee

the execution of the articles. of this confederacy, by tranfporting
t0 the frontier of France fuch of the Spaniards as-had been taken
prifoners in the citadel of Ghent: and they had begun to make
preparations 1o dilodge them from other places, when they were
informed that Don Johin of Aufiria, whom Philip had made choice
of for governor, had arrived in the province of Luxemburg. In
fome refpeéts Don John was admirably qualified for this new
flation, to which his brother had appointed him. His affable and
infinuating maaners were fited to conciliate the affections of the
people whom hc had been fént to govern; and his military accor
plifbments qualified him to purfue the war with vigour, againft
the revolted provinces. But in the critical fituation into which-
the late enormities of the Spaniards had brought the Netherlands,
ather talents befides thefe were requifite; fich as pradence, pa-
tince, and. felf-command, together with kil and dexterity in
‘managing the paffions, and the prejudices of men ; qualifications
which Don John poffefféd not in an eminent degree.

His condut upon s firt arcival was ll calolated to-allay B fnprs-
thofe fufpicions which the Flemings entertained of the king's de~ ~
fign in fending him.to the Netherlands. Haviog flopt at Lux-
emburg, he wrote letters to the council and the States, in which
he informed.them, that he would not come to Brufles, the ufual
M, 6, Do, o, Thssn 1 6.3 13
refidence
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refidence of their governors, unlefs hoflages were given him for
their peaceable behaviour, 2 guard appoiated for the fecurity of
his perfon, and the fame unlimited command of the fleet and ar-
my conferred upon him, which the preceding governors had en-.
Joyed.  He lamented the outrages which had been commiited by
the Spanifh troops ; and promifed, that, if the States and people
fhould maintain their obedience to the king, and their profeffion
of the catholic faith, the injuries which they had fuftained, thould
7ot pals unpuniflied.  But he added, that if they failed in either
Of thefe relpedts, they Mould, in that event, find him no les pre-
pared for war, than he was inclined to peace,

Tue States and council were ignorant, il they received thefe
letters of the light in which their late conduét was confidered
by the court of Spain. They believed that, as the fleps which
they had taken were neceffary for the prefervation of the people,
it was impoffible they could be offenfve to the king ; and they
were extremely furprifed, thus to meet not oaly with diftruft,
but even dircats, and a_ defiance, where they were conftious of
having merited approbation and applaufe. They trembled there-
fore at the thoughts of putting themfelves in the power of the new
governor, and were greatly at lofs o determine whatanfier they
Thould return to his demands. On this occafion, they had re.
courle to the Prince of Orange for advice. ~ And Willam readily
embraced the opportunity, which was thus prefented to him, of
confitming his countrymen in thofe fufpicions to which ehe gover-
nor's condu@ had given rife.

s it was but too manifell,” He fid, “'from the fivatn of
Don Johu'sleter, that ke intended to"tread in the footteps of
his predeceffors, the States and council had much need to exere

# Meteen p. 174,
it o
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all their firmnefs, prudence, and circumfpedions They ought
ferioufly o confider the important charge with which they
were entrufted 5 and to reamember, that, upon their prefent con=
du8 it depended, whether they, and their wives, and children,
and fellow-citizensy hould for the future enjoy. thofe rights which
belonged to them as natives of the Low Counirics, o fhould be
again expofed to the lawlefs tyranny of the Spaniards,” They
ought 1o exercife with vigour the power which they polielied, and
sefolutely reject all terms. of agreement with the governor, by
which the fundamental laws of the State might be brought into
danger, or their own authority abridged. Enter not, sid he, into
any accommodation with him, til the Spaniards, and'all otber fo-
ceign troops, be atually difinifled.  Truft notto any foothing pror
‘mifes which he may give you, of difiniffing them at a more con-
venient feafon. Remember how the king himfelf, when he
went to Spain, affured you, that the troops which he then left
behind him, fhould, in three months afterwards, be with-
drawn, and yet they were fuffered to remain for more than a year
anda half; and would, notwithflanding your folicitations, have
il remained, if the calamity which ‘befel his army in Africa,
had not made it neceffary for him to remove them. Let no
confideration perfiade you to liflen to Don John's requeft of
the unlimited command of your forccs. - By granting this,
you will furnith him with weapons againft yourfelves. No-
thing can exprefs his difteuft more: frongly, than his unprece-
dented requifiions of hoflages, and a guard for the fecurity.of h
perfon. ~ If you comply with thefe demands, you will enable him
to annihilate your authority, and to trample uoder £oot your moft
facred rights and Jaws. It is impoffible to believe that one who
difeovers fo much folicitude to frip you of yous power, can feri-
oully
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oully intend your welface. 1o it not more reaonable that the go-
vernor fhould trult the States than that the Staes dhould lay
themfelves at the mercy of the governor? Such demands wer
aever made, even by your princes themelves; whofe pradice al.
ays was o come unarmed to your affemblies, and to take an
oath € meintin your priviloges; bofore they reccived. from ,
you any promife of obedience. ~Confent mot o put yourfelves
“under the power of John of Aufiria, upon eafer terms than have
‘been ever inlifled upon with your native princes. ~ Require him,
previoully (0 bis admifion, to interpofe his authority for the im..
medistc departure of the Spanifh troops; -and folemnly 1o engage
0 govern e State according 1o its fundamental laws®, To thefe
‘conditions, your late fatal experience will juflify you, if you add,
“that you fhall lave the power of affembling yourlelves twice, o
even thrice a year, if you fhall judge it to be expedieat; that the
cltadels thll be raed o the ground ; that the right of appointing
the gosernors and magiftrates Ml be vefled in you; and that,
without your cofent, no. military force Mall be levicd, and ng
i Fnsor forts. At prefent, itliule imports
you to confider whether or not this conduct will give offence to the
Kiog, for it is mere delufion,if you latter yourfelves that you have
ot alfeady offended bim. - Promifes, fothing fpecches, and pro-
feffions of affetion on his part will ot be wancing; but you will
difcover the 1aft degree of weaknefs, i, after what you have ex-
perienced for feveral years paft, you are not fenfible, that nothing
now remains for you, but cither miferably o bend under the yoke,
from which you Lave fo happily efcaped, or to employ with vie
gour and fortitude the means with which Providence has fur-

o Fer he s menions e prcale prinees 1o wich b llado s e s
whenthey wee obained. - Meire, p, 175,

nithed
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nifhied you; and which, T doube not, may yet prove effectual for 39,0 &
‘your fecurity, provided you maintain harmony and concord among.
yourfelves '

T letter, in fome meafure, produced the defired effect, Tt T soer
pux 1o filence all thofe who were for receivi g Don John on hig 4y 5r s
n terms; and the States, more fafpicious than ever of his Fove
d:ﬁgn refolved to infift upon the oo of e troops, and the
confirmation of the pacification of Ghent, as conditions, without
‘which they would never agreé to acknowledge his authority. And
that they might not be found unprepared, in cafe of his refufal,
they gave orders for making new levies; drew together an army.
at Wavre, between Bruflls and Namur; and difpatched ambaffa-
dors to folicit afitance from foreign court
IN Germany, where they were powerfully feconded in thei
applications by the prince of Orange, they engaged in their in-
terefts, John Cafimire, count palatine of the Rhine. Tn France
they did not confiae their application to the Calvinifts, but like-
wife prevailed upon the duke of Anjou, the king's brother, to
efpoufe their caufe, by fetting before him the profpect of an efas
blifhment in the Low-Countries, more fuitable o his rank than
he could exped® to obtain in his brother’s dominions. From the
Queen of England, their envoy met with the moft gracious re-
ception. It was matter of the higheft ftisfaction to this fagaci-
ous princefs, to fee her invetejate enemy thus embroiled with his
Flemifh fubje@d§’ but, as fhe was flill defirous to avoid an open
rupture with Philip, fhe chofe to affift them with money rather
than with troops, and gave them 40,000 pounds, with 2 promife
of continuing her favour, on condition (which fhe added in order
0 fave appearances) that they fhould adhere to the pacification of

576

 Messren . 175,176, Beativoglio, Ho. e b . Thoanes, L il . 15
Vor. I, D Ghent,

VVA.BHSC



‘D o

1577

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

Glient, and not  throw off their allegiance to. their legal fo-
vereign.

WILE the States were making thefe preparations (o via-
dicate their rights by force of arms, they fincerely defired to-at.
tain their. end, by negociation with the governor. ~ For they had
00 long. groaned under the calamities of war, not to wifh moft
carneflly for peace, provided that blelling could be fecured, withe
out making a facrifice of their liberties. Don John, on the other
hand, difcovered an, extreme reluGance to comply with the con-
ditions which. they required of him ; but he endeavoured o
difemble bis fentiments, and attempted, by far fpecches, to cajole.
and deceive them: . Still, however, he continued to hew his diffi-
dence, by infiting upon having a numerous guard for his perfon 3
and by refufing his confent to the departure of the Spaniards, un.
lefs the States thould at the fame time difinis the forcign troops
in their fervice, and give hoftages, to remain in the hands of a
neutral power, dll their engagements hould be fulfilled.

Tz States, whoe jealouly was kept alive by the repedted
warnings of the prince of Orange, eafily penetrated into Doy
Johats deligas; and they reflved, if poffibe, o convince him, by
one decifive lep, hat it was in vain for him to expect they would
ever depare from the tettns propofed. In their affembly at Brugels,
on the st of January, 1577, they drew up a new decd of union,
in which they engaged in the moft foléma manner, to maintain
inviolably for ever the pacification of Ghent; to fpare ‘nether
theie goods, their pefons, nor their Tives, in oRler to Fulfl it;
ahd 0 regard a perjured trators, all dhofe who, participating ia
the prefect union, fhould by word, deed; or counfel counteract ir,
A copy of this decd, fubferibed by the governor and deputies of.
all the towns and provinces, by the nobilty, prelates, and ‘other
dignified ecclefiafics; and by the members of tribunals, councils,

colleges,
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colleges, and chapters, together with a folemn ratification of it by
the council, was fent by the States to Don John, s theis final
anfwer to his demands *

Titss meafire contributed not 2 itle to promote the end pro-

pofed. Tt gave Don John a proof of firmnefs, on the part of the |
States, which he itde expefted, and fhewed him the neceffity of
either agreeing to the conditions which they [o earnelly requlrzd,

f refolving inflantly to have tecourfe to arms. Tnflain
e domited war, he would not have hefitated a mo-
‘ment what part 10 a8, had not his inftructions from the king re-
quired that he fhould avoid coming to an open rupture with the
Gathlic provinces.  He confidered likewife, that the States had
got the flart of him, and were already well prepared to repel force:
by force.  Nor was he ignorant of the encouragement which they
‘had reccived, to hope for ficcour from the neighbouring powers ;
o of the danger to which great numbers of the Spanih troops,
furfounded by their enemies, were expoled; of being redaced by
famine, Tofluenced by thefe confiderations, and trufling, that ere
Jong, after quicting their fulpicions, opportunities would offer of
depriving the States by degrees of that power of which they were
at prefent fo tenacious, he entered §0t0 2 megociation with their
deputies at Marche en Famine, a city in Luxemburgs aud after
-many obfirudions and difficulties, concluded a treaty withthee,
which they fondly termed the perpetual edit,

I this treaty he engoged, that all the foreign troops in the
fervice of Spain fhould Jeave the Netherlands, and never roturn
shither without the confent of the States  that the Spasiards and
Iralians (hould depart within. the fpice of forty. days, and the
Germans, immediately after receiving fatisfation with xegard to

* Metere, . 173,
Dz their
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B QOK their arrears; and that all the cities and forts. poffeled by thefe
' troops fhould, as foon as they were relinquithed, be delivered to
ST the States, together with the flores of ammunition, arms, and
provifions. He ratified the pacification of Ghent.  He confented
that all prifoners detained on account of the late difturbances,
fhould immediately be fet at liberty, except the count of Buren,
And he promifed that diligent inquiry fhould be made, concern~
ing. the outrages lately committed by the troops; that jullice
fhould be exccuted againft the guilty, and a reafonable compen-
fation made to the fufferers, eicher in the Netherlands, or in Spain,
according as the king thould be pleafed to determine.

“Tux States, on the other hand, cogaged 1o preferve iniolable
their allegiance to the king ; to maintain the profeflion of the Ra- "~
man Catholic faith throughout all the provinces ; to receive Don
John as governor general of the Netherlands; and immediately to
furnith bim with 600,000 florins, for the payment of the Italian
and Spanith troops, in order to prevail on them the more eafily o
depart for Spain or lialy.

w’s:(:;‘r ‘As foon a8 this treaty. was concluded, ambaffadors were dif-
isetocn patched by the Catholic States, who alone were concerned in it,
to/the prince of Orange, and the States of Iolland and Zealand,

10 defire their concurrence. - It might eafily have been forefeen,

that this application could not be attended with fuccefs. For al-

though the maritime provinces had confented, in the pacification

of Gheat, to fubmit the queftion of religion to the decifion’ of

general affembly, to be held after the departure of the Spaniards ;

yet in that affembly they knew that they would have lefure 1o

fuch ceafons againl proferibing i, as they hoped would prove a

1 Son of the pisce of Oringe,
fufficient
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fufficient counterpoife (o the religions zeal of the popifh States.
Without this cxpe@tation it can hardly be fuppofed that pro-
teflants, whofe fincerity in their profeffion was fo unqueftionable,
would ever have agreed to leave to others the determination of a
‘matter in which they were fo deeply interelled : and therefore it
s not furprifing, that they declined acceding (o the treaty now
‘prefented to them, in which this important point had, without ob-
taining their confent, been (o haflily decided.  But left they fhould
alarm the bigotry of the catholic provinces, they took no notice
in their anfwer, of this, which was their principal obje@ion. They
began with faying, that they could not eaough praife that gene-
rous zeal which the States had difplayed, in delivering heir coun-
try from the tyranny of the Spaniards; and they rejoiced to find
that they Gl perfified in their refolution of adhering to the pa-
cification of Ghent. But afier confideriog atientively the treaty
which had been tranfinitted to. them, they were forry to obferve,
that it was extremely ill calculated to anfiwer the laudable
intentions of the States. For befides feveral other objections of
great weight, there was no proper provifion made, in this
treaty, for the regular calling of afemblies; in a convention,
held on purpole o reflore and fecure their rights, an open in-
fra@tion of them was ratified, by their confenting to the un-
jult detention of the count of Buren; the States had failed in
the refpect and gratitude which they owed to the queen of Eng-
land and the duke of Anjou; and certain articles of the treaty
were derogatory to the honour of the Netherlands ; particalarly
that article, by which, inflead of infifling upon s reflitution of
thofe invaluable effects, of which the Spaniards had plundered
the inhabitants, they had promifed money to thofe men, notith-
flanding their having been lemnly declared traitors and rebels by

the
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the States themfelves, and by the council of fate, when cloathed
with the authority of the king.

Tz Cacholics could not but be fenfble of the frength of thefe
objetions.  Their impatience 10 be delivered from he Spanifh
tr00ps, and their eager defite of peace, had betrayed them into
that precipitaiion of which they had been guilty. They could not
avail themfelves now of the fuperior penetration of the prince of
Orange. The treaty was already concluded, and noshing remained
for them, but to watch the governor’s motions with an attentive
€7 tll the troops were removed 1o fuch a ditance, that they
could not eafly be recalled. Don John was at great pains o dil-
pel their fufpicions.  For that purpofe he employed all his influ-
ence to perfinde the Spaniards 10 depart; and he at length pre-
vailed, though ot il he had diftibuted amongs them the money
which he had received from the States. This brave, but ferocious,
and favage band then fet out upon their march for Kaly,
atmy in tiumph; loaded with-the fpoils of her fello fubjects,
and without eompunQion for the rapacity and volence which they
had exercifed ™.

Tukix departure diffufed univerfil joy throughout the Nether-
Jands, and the people indulged the fattering hope, that the king
‘having been at lat tonched with their calamities, hd sefolved tq
treat them with greater lenity and moderation than. they had ex-
perienced fince the beginning of his reign, Their futisfaction
was heightened by the popular charadter of the governor, who
wwas in the prime of life; clegant and graceful in bis perfon and
deportment; lively, facetious, and affuble, and who gained exceed..
ingly from the comparifon which men naturally formed of his i
finuating manners, with the referve and auferty of the king. He

= Thuanus I, v, 66, i
was
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‘was received in Bruffels with fuch marks of refpe& as had never B 0 0 3
been fhewn to any former governor ; and perfons of all ranks it ey

tered themfelves with the profpect of a jut and mild admini- 77
ration.
‘They did not long enjoy this fothing profped.  Altbough Phic B morice

Tip himfelf had ratified the perpetual cdit, and Do John had,
before his admiffion (o the regency, fworn in the moft folemn man-
ner 0 obferve it foon appeared that nocing was furer from
the intentions of either. The limitations which that edi
pofed upon the fovereign’s authority, were utterly repugnant to-
Philip’s temper, as well as to the plan which he had formed for
the government of the Netherlands; nor would he evef have e
powered his brother to make . many conceffions to the States,
as the perpetual edidt, or pacification of Ghent, contained, but in
order more effeQually to frip them afterwards of that very power
which be now confented they fhould enjo. Bt Don John was,

from his natural impetuofity, incapable of exceuting this fcheme,
which required a moch higher degree of circumfpection and ex=
perieace, as well as patience and. diffimulation, than he poffefed.
‘His court eas perpetually flled with Spaniards, and other foreign=
ers, who had rendered themfelves obnoxious to the natives ; o
were any of the Flemings adwitied into his confidence;; but fich
a8 had fhewn themfelves devoted to the Spanifh intereft; while
thofe who had difcovered an attachment to the liberty of thei
conntry, were kept at a diftance, and treated with indifference ox
contempt. This cirzumflance contributed not a little to revive that
jealoufy of his. defigns, which he had been fo folicitous to allay.
But the States were ill. more alarmed, when he made them the
following propofls: that they fhould not any longer withhold
from Him the authority which'his predecelfors had enjoyed, but
allow him toaét as captain-generaly as well as governor of the

o provinces :
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provinces: that they fhould empower him, without waiting for
the determination of the general affembly of the States, to exceute
the two articles of the late treaty, which related to the obedience
due 10 the king, and the re-clablithment of the Catholic religion
and dhat, if the prince of Orange would not immediately agree to
accede to.the perpetual edidt, the States hould break off all cor-
refpondence with him, and reduce him and the maritime pro-
‘vinces to obedience, by force of arms.  With thefe propofals the
States refufed to comply, but exprefed their refufal ia the foftelt
terms, and without taking notice of his demand, to be allowed to
2 as captain general, they reprefented to him thar, by the pacic
fication of Ghent, both he and they were bound to wait for the
meeting of the general affembly of the States  to whofe decifion
the prince of Orange, and the States of Holland and Zealand, had
engaged to fubmit.

Dox John perceiving that he was not likely to perfuade them,
grew more impatient than ever under his prefent reftraints, and
refolved now to employ either force or fraud, as opportunitics
fhould offer. The States could not thoroughly penetrate his defign,
but they perceived how much he was difftisfied with his ftuation,
and what difficulty they would find to obtain the performance of
his engagements in the perpetual This ferved to render
them more than ever folicitous for the departure of the German
troops, which, it had been agreed, fhould remain in the Netherlands,
till'they reccived payment of their arrears. Thefe arrears amounted
10 very great fum, which the States were utterly unable to raife
at the prefent junture. But, having raifed a parc of it, they
made an offer of that to the Germans, and defired they would
accept of goods and fecurity for the reft. In order to make a
further trial of Don Joh's fincerity, they entreated him to em=
ploy his influcnce, o procure their confent, Don John rea-

dily
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dily agreed to this requeft; and declared that if the Germans 80,0 K
hould refufe o comply, he woukl as the hazard of his life, ompel ———
them. Having fummoned their commanders to meet him at
Mechlin, he went thither, 25 if on purpofe to perfuade them ; but
in reality, to inflame their minds againft the States, and (0 ex-
hort them o remain in the Neitherlands, in the fervice of the
king. Having had the fuccefs which he defired with fome of the
‘principal officers, and judging it neceffary now to redouble his hy-
‘pocrify with the States, he wrote to them, lameatiog that a much
greater fm was neceffary to fatisfy the German troops, than could
be procured in the Low Gountries; and offeriog to fend his fecre-
tary Efeovedo to reprefeat their fituation to the king.  This arti~
fice was not altogether without effedt. The States could not be-
Tieve that Don John vas capable of fo great deccit, as he was nor
‘pradtifing againt them. They agreed to his propolal, and, as an
expreffion of their gratitude, they fetled a penfion of 2050 du-
cats on Eftovedo, who fet out immediately for Spain 3 but with
a defign extremely different from that which was pretended.

Do John in the mean time carried on his intrigues with the He &
German officers, and hoped foon, by their means, to get poffeffion Ne
of the fortified towns in which they lay. But before any of the
‘plans which he had formed with this view were putin execution, he
judged it necelliry to withdraw from Beuffes, and, if pofible, to
‘make Bimfelf mafler of fome place of firength ncar the frontier,

- where he might semain in fufety Gl he fhobld fiad himfelf in
condition to take the ficld. OF all the Frontier towns, Namur
appeared the fitcelt for his purpofe; being conveniently fitu-
ated for the seception of the troops, to which he expeed the
King would foon give orders to return from Italy. It happened
that Margaret de Valois, queen of Navaree, intended at this time.

1o pals through Namur in her vay to.Spa. On pretence of

Vo E paying
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Paying his refpects to Margarét, e left Bruffels, and arrived in
Namur, with'a great number of the nobility and others, who were
favourable to his defign. But as the governor of the ealle was a
‘perfon of fiict fidelity, Don John was obliged, in ordér to accomo
plifh his aim, to have recourfe to the following ratagem. Feign-
ing to fet out in the morning for the chace, he took his way by
the catle; where having flopt, and inquired for the governor, he
pretended a curiofity to fee.the fortifications of the place. The
governor, flattered with this vifit, and fufpecting nothing hoftile
from men who feemed equipped only for hunting, readily ade
mitted, not only Don John himflf, but his attendants; fome of
whom having arms concealed under their apparel, immediately
feized upon the gate”s

Jon having thus fecured poffeflion of the caflle, the town
was, by the afiflance of count Barlaimont, governor of the pro-
vince, foon fubjected to his authority. He obferved with triumph,
that the day on which this event happened, was the firl day of
Bis regency. It might with greater propricty have been faid, that
it was the firft of thofe calamities which purfued him to the
grave.

AsTER fuch an open violation of his faith, there could be
ittle room for any future negociation with the States. Yet, in a
Tetter which he wrote to them on this occafion, he regretted that
the plots which had been laid to deprive him of his life or liberty,
had obliged him to have recourfe to fo hoftle an expedicnt:
and he affirmed, that he was flll ready to obferve the con
ditions of the perpetual edi€t; but declared that he would not
quit his prefent fituation, till they fhould make provifion for the
fecurity of his perfon, againft the machinations of his enemics.

* Beatvoglio, . x. . g2, 195.  Meteen, p. 185,
THE
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Tue States and council were greatly aflonithed, when they re-
celved intelligence of this event. They had wifhed for nothiog fo
much as to preferve the provinces from being plunged afreh jnto
the calamiis of war. They confidered that fome of the princi-
pal cities in Beabant were  in the hands of the Germans. ~ They
Knesy not what part thele troops might a@, if hoftilties with the
governor fhould take place; and they could not imagine that he
would have ventured on fo manifefl a breach of the perpetual
«di@, without the profpect of fome powerful fupport. They im-
mediately difpatched ambaffadors to remonftrate with him on the
nature and confequences of his condutt, and ta requeft him o re-
turn to Bruffels. - They promifed to make the moft ferious inquiry
into the machinations of which he complained, defired that he
would name the perfons guilty, and affured him, that nothing
Mould be wanting on. theie part to provide, in the moft fatit-
fadtory manner, for the fecurity of bis perfon.

O the reality of thefo machinations he could produce o other
evidence, but fome anonymous letters, which, he fid, had been
tean(imitted to him.  But as no perfon was named in thefe letters,
and the authors of them were utterly unknown, all men believed
them to be a forgery of his own; or of his courtiers, defigned to
ferve as a pretext for his preent treachery.

Tae anfver which he made to the States fhewed clearly, that,
in the ftep which he had taken, he had been influcnced by a mo=
tive very different from that which he pretended—That the States
fhould put him in full pofiefion of the authority, which the pre-
ceding governors had exercifed ; that they hould give him the en=
tire command of the army ; break off all communication with the
prince of Orange, and the provinces of Holland and Zealand, and
compel them 10 accede to the perpetual edict;  thefe were fome of
the conditions, to which if they did not agree, he acquainted

Ea them,
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them, that he was unalterably determined not to' return. The
States reprefented the inconfiflency betwee the former of thefo
demands, and the perpetual edidt; and reminded him of the
utter impoibility, under which they found themfelves, of come.
plying with the latter, without violating their faith, which, in the
pacification of Ghent, they had pledged to. the maritime pro-
vinces.  He fill perfified in his refolution ; and the States were
equally inflexible.

THEY were confirmed in their purpofe, by fome letters writ
by Don John and Efeovedo to  the king, and Antonio Perez his
feeretary, which were intercepted in Gaftony by the king of Na
varre, and fent by him to the prince of Orange, who tranfmitted
them to the States. In thefe leters, the neceity of the fpecdy rea
turn of the Italian and Spanith troops was urged with the utmoft
carnelinels and. importunity. The difeafes of the Netherlands,
faid Don John, admit of no ether cure, but lopping off the
parts affeded : and, to the fame purpofe, Efeovedo obferved, That
fire, and the fhedding of blood, were.the only means by which.
the diforders that prevailed could be remedied. ~ For no man here,
faid he whether among the nobility o people, performs the duty
that e owes cither to Godor the king.  Opinions the moft abo.
minable univerfally prevail s and every man lives as he lifts, with.
out law or sule. , To which e added, That if the king did not
fend the neceflary troops and money foon, he was aftaid that
Don John, who eould not endure bis prefenc ruation, would quit
the Netherlands, and try his fortune elfewhere,

Wt thefe letters ferved to. alicnate the Flemings more than

5 ever from Don John, they raifed to thegreateft height their admira~

tion of the penetration and fagacity of the prince of Orange, who:
had givea them early warning of the governor’s duplicity, and
whofe predidtions were mow fo remackably fulfled.  They ene.

a tered
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cered with greater ardor than ever into his views, and in conform- B0 0 &
sty with bis advice, they sefolved t0 lofe no more time in nego- —
ciating, but without delay to put the provinces into a pofture

of defence, before the return of the Spanith forces. Whillk their
Levies, and other military preparations, were going on, they la-
boured with great flicitude to perfuade the Germans to deliver

up the towns in their polfeflion.  Their fuccefs was in fome mea-
fure retarded by the governor's intrigues with the officers; but the
States, having at this time greater facility than Don John, in
employing cither money o force, accordiag as the one or the
other was moft lkely to prove effeftual, had greater influgnce with
the foldiers; who not only refufed to lften fo their officers, but
put fome of them under arreft, and gave them up o the Stater,
together with the towns and citadels. Tn this manner the States
secovered Bergen-op-zoom, Tolen, Breda, Bois-le-duc, and feveral
other places; and they had the good fortune likewile to defeat 2
body of Germans, in the governors intereft, who were upon their
marchto furprife the citadel of Antwerps  After which, prompted
partly by the apprehenfions which this attempt, though unfiic-
cafsful, had excited, and party by the remembrance of the many
calamities which the citadels, in other places as well as Antwerp,
had occafioned to the inhabitants, they refolved to deinolifh thefe
Fortreffes; and gave orders for this purpofe, which were exceuted
by the people with inexprefible alacrity *

Do John, in the mean time, endeavoured to make himfelf
mafler of fome places in the neighbourhood of Namur; and he
fucceeded in his attempts upon Marienburg and Charlemont.
But, being forfaken by the duke of Arichor, and almoft-all the
other nobility who had atteaded him to Namur ; and perceiving

© Meteen . 187 Benivoglio,tom. i i 12
that
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that the States were much farther advanced than himfIf in theic
military preparations, he fent them word that he had folicited the
kiog for liberty to leave the Netherlands ; and would immediately
xetire o Luxemburg, to wait the iffuc of his application, pro-
vided the States would agree to defift from hoftlities till the king's
inflructions fhould arrive, But the States, fufpeQing from their
former experience that he intended nothing by this propofal but
10 render them more remifs in their preparations, replied, that
before they would liften to any terms of accommodation; he muft
deliver up the city and caflle of Namur. To this Don John re-
fufed to confent; and thus the negociation was broken off, and all
hopes of terminating the difpute amicably were extinguifhed "
TuE States, confidering war now as unavoidable, refolved to i
vite the prince of Orange (o refide at Broflels; and aceordingly
five of their number were appointed to carry him an invitation,
couched in terms fo flattering and refpetful, and fo exprefive ar
the fame time of their gratitude for his former fervices, that it
was impoffible he cold hefitate to_comply with their requett
Having obtained the confent of the States of Holland and Zea..
land, he went fielt to Breda, and thence to Antwerp and Bruffels,
His reception in the places through which he pafled, was fuch
as might be expe@ted from a people, by whom he was held in the
‘highet refpet and vencration.  Ardent to behold him, afier an
ablence of feveral years, during which he had undergone fo many
labours, and been expofed 1o fo many dungers in their fervice,
they poured out in multitudes, 1o the diffance of feveral mils, (o
meet him. In his paffage from Antwerp to Bruflels, one fide of
the canal was lined by the inhabitants of the former of thefo
places, and the other, by thofe of the latter ; while the banks re

* Benivogl, p. 158,
founded
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founded with the joyful fhouts of ‘a grateful people, who faluted
Him with the glorious appellations of the Father of ‘his Country,
and the Guardian of its Liberty and Laws. Nor were thefe demon-
ftrations of joy confined to the vulgar, who are always fincere, but
oficn preipitate and inconflant in their applanfes; perfons of all
ranks vied with each other in telifying their refpect and grati=
tude; and immediately after his arrival, the States of Brabant
and the States general concurred in eleting him governor of the
province of Brabant; a dignity which had been hitherto beflowed
only on the viceroys, or governors-general of the Netherlands.

By his wiflom and moderation, as well as by his vigilance
and induftry, William fulfilled the moft fanguine expe@tations of
his countrymen.  But, notwithflanding his addrefs and prudence;
and {Kill in managing the minds of men; qualifications whicl
he polfefed in the moft eminent degrees e could ot preferve
that unanimity among the Flemings, which it was of fo much
confequence for them, in the prefent junélure, to maintain. - At
s period had they enjoyed fo fair a profpedt of fecuring their li-
berty on a firm and permanent foundation. Befides the advan-
tage of having a perfon of fo great experience and abilities to
guide their counfels, the Spanifh troops were entirely withdrawn
the king’s finances were greatly exbaufed with the wars in
which he had ‘been continually engaged ; almoft all the for-
tified places were in' the hands of the States ; and the people
wwere animated univerfally with the moft violent ~abborrence
of ‘the Spanifh government. ~ But the States were prevented

from improving the opportunity which this fortunate concur~
renice of circumftances afforded them, by a fpirit of divifion and
animofity, which fprung up, partly from the jealoufies of the no-

A Vil H. Meallgse o . p. 3550
bility,

UVVA.BHSC

L
BOOK
v,

1577

“The promit-
ing condiien
e Ne
erends,



3

HISTORY OF ‘THE REIGN OF

B bility, and pany from the intemperate eeligious zeal and bigotey,

Souddof
crimefy aed
pitied

of the people.

Pawie de Croy duke of Arfehot, the marquis of Havrde his
brother, the count de Lalain, and feveral others of the catholic
aobilicy, had, Gince the death of Requefens, diflinguithed them=
felves as fhuenous alferors. of the. liberties of their country,
‘They had promoted with all. their influcnce the pacification of
Ghent, and had concurred with their eountrymen in the invita-
tion. given to, the prince of Orange to refide at Bruffels, But
wwhen they refle@lod upon the extraordinary marks of attachment
which William ad recsived, and faw him vefied with an autho-
ity and dignity, in Brabant, which ouly the fovercign, or his
vicecoys had hitherto enjoyed ; above all, when they. contemplated
ia great abiites, and. experience ia. the condu of affuire 3 they
forefavs that they muft conteat themfelves with acting a fubordinate
past in the government, and that the States would,in every branch
of aduminiftration, be direfted by the prince of Orange, who muft
therefore reap. the glory. of whatever. fhould be atchieved, and,
without the aame of fovereign, exercif 2 fupreme and foverciga
authority. Swng with envy, and defirous to conceal the mo-
tive of their condudl, they began to alfe an extreme ansicty at
the danger to which the. catholic faith was expofed, by the Staes
repofing fuch undeferved confidence in one who was an avowed
frieod of the new religion. On this: pretence, which never e
scived any: colour from. the prince’s condud, they formed: thea
felves into a confederacy, with a defign. to counteradd him.  And
i order to give.their party. coniflncy, weight, and influcace,
they refolved to invite the archduke Matthias, brother of the em-
Perox, totake upon him the goverament of the provinces.

Flemit  Ti1s refolution they notonly formed, but exccuted, without the

ot give

o Usthian,

o knowledge or authority of the States, and they difpatched a mel.
. fenger
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fenger: to Matthiss with the greateft fecreey, to intreat him to
leave Vienna without dejay.

Notuine could exceed the temerity of thofe who gave this
jnvitation, but the imprudence of Matthias accepting it.  For
Defides; that he was called only by the léaft powerful of the two
‘parties into which the Flemings were divided, he could not b
norant how injurious and affronting his conduét muft be thought
by his kinfinan the king of Spain. It is fome alleviation of his
folly, that he was only twenty-two yeats of age; and that, con-
fidering the numerous progeny which his father had left behind
bim, there was litle probabilicy of his obiining any feulément in
Germany, fuitable to his rank. At the time of the death of Re~
quefens, he had made an offer of his fervice to the States, and he
accepted greedily of the prefent invitation. His enterprife being
of fuch @ nature that he durft not difeover it to the emperor, he
fet out from Vienna in the middle of the night, with a fmall
number of attendants. No fooner was his brother apprifed of his
defign, than meflengers were difpatched to briog him back, and
letters fent to the princes whofe Statés he muft ‘pafs. through,
intreating them to flop him ; but Matthias travelled fafter thah
the meflengers, and; in a few days, réached the town of Lierres
in Brabant. a

THE States, aftonilhed 4t the news of his' arrival, and highly
incenfed againft thofe who had invited him, complaihed loudly of
the infult offered to their authority; and would have inflantly
formed the reolution of rejecing him, had they not been diffuaded
from it by the prince of Orange. ‘William forefiw the advantages
which might arife from that rivalfhip, into which Matthias had
entered with his Kinfman Don John, and from the feeds of en-
mity which were thereby fown between the German and Spanith
branches of the houfe of Auficia. - He reckoned it rather fortu-

Vou. IL. F nate,

UVVA.BHSC

38

500K
.

Hi v,

e
o
b

i admit.
Mo



34 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

B2 K nate, that Don John had received fo unpardonable an offence from

the Catholic nobility ; and he confideredihow fatal to the general
intereft of the provinces all divifion muft neceffarily prove, in
the prefent eritical conjuncure of their affaire.

Insruexcen by thefe confiderations, he exhorted the States to
overlook the injurious treatment which they had received, and
perfuaded them to agree, not only to receive Matthias with all the
refpect due to his high rank, but even to clec him governor, on
fuch conditions as they fhould judge proper to require. This con-
dug, the moft prudent that could have been adopted in the prefent
circumftances, furnithed no fort of triumph to the duke d*Arfehiot,
and the other Catholic nobility. - On the contrary, it mortified
them exceedingly, to obferve that Matthias owed his cle@tion riot
tothem, but to the prince of Orange; whofe authority, which
they intended to have controlled, was now confiderably augment-
ed, and more firmly efablithed than before.

Mribetons 00N after this, they received a fill more fenfible mortification,
[t The duke d'Arfchot having lately been appoitited governor of
t Flanders, had gone to the city of Ghent, to take poffeffion of
his government.  Not long after his arrival, a deputation of the
inhabitants having urged him with much importunity to reinftate

them in their ancient privileges, of which they had been deprived,

in the time of Charles V. he was heard to declare, that that

feditious multitude, which made fo much noife about their privi-

Ieges, fhould ere long be punithed as they deferved, notwithftand-

ing their being fupported by che prince of Qrange. This faying

being repeated by fome who heard it, and circulated all over the

city, inflamed the minds of the people with rage and indigaation,

‘They ran to arms, furrounded the governor's houfe, and thresw

him, and his friends and attendants, into prifon. - The prince of

Orange, dreading the confequences of fo violent a procedure, and

believing.

w

VVA.BHSC



PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN.

believing the duke to be now fufficiently humbled, interceded with
the Ghentefe, and procured his liberty ; but no folicitations could
induce them. to releafe his adherents. In this manoer was the
duke d'Acfchot’s imp inthe i
‘Matthias perceiving this, faw it to be his intereft to conned him=
flf with the party of which the prince of Orange was the head;
and readily accepted the government, with a condition to which
the States required his confent, that the prince Hould be his lieus
tenant-general in all the branches of adminiftration.

Marriias made his joyful entry into Bruffels, in the begin=
ning of the year one thoufind five hundred and fevety-cight;
when both he and the prince of Orange were admitted to theic
refpedtive offces, after taking an oath to maintain the laws, and
to regulate their condu according to the inftru@tions which fhould
be given them by the States -

Dox Jolin feat an ambaffador o proteft in his name again®t
dhefe.proceedings. But the States had fome weeks before this
time declared him an enémy to the Netherlands, and paid no
segard to his protefation. As they were perfuaded, howerer,
that they had done nothing but what was authorifed by the fundas
mental laws of the conflitution, they wrote an account of their
proseedings o the king, declaring that they (il held thele alle-
giance to him inviolable; and praying, that he would confirm
their cledtion of his kinfman Matthias, as the moft likely means
of refloring tranquillity to the provinces. ‘They had very little
reafon to expe@t that Philip would liften to this requeft. He
looked upon their conduét in a light extremely different from
that in which they themfelves regarded it; and confidered theic
prefumption in. rejedting the governor whom he had appointed,

&

 Motre, p. 156. 262.
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and (il more that of nominating another without his confent, as
an a@ of the moft audacious rebellion.' The States weze too well
acquainted with lis charadler, not to enteftain fome apprehenfions
hat fuch might b bis fentiments and thercfore, while they omit=
ted nothiog in their power to affuage his refentment, they cadea~
voured to fecure themfelves agaiaft the effeds of it, by interefting
the neighbouring powers in their behalf, and by eftablihing una-
nimity between the religious paries into which the proviaces weee
divided.

T order to.accomplith this laft and moft important objedt, a new
treaty of union was concluded, in which, befides confirming the
‘pacification of Ghent, the Catholics and Proteflants promifed mu-
wally to fupport each other; and engaged, that they would join
together in oppofing all perfecution, on account of religion, from
‘whatever quarter it fhould come ‘.

Tue ncighbouring powers were not unconcerncd (pe@ators of
thefe tranfuctions. The emperor  faw with much aniety, that
thofe flames which had burat fo long in the Netherlands, were
now likely. to burft, out with greater violence than cver. But
having been educated at the court of Madrid under Philip, witls
whom he withed to live on amicable terms, he bad thewn himfelf
exceedingl; difplealed with the conduét of Matthias; had given
Philip entire fatisfaltion with regard to his own intentions; and
had refolved to take no other part in the diffenfions of the Nether.
Tands, but that of employing his interceffion and advice.  He did
ot however oppofe the levies which the Count Palatine was make
ing for the fervice of-the States, cither becaufe he knew that his
‘probibition would not have been regarded; or becanfe he defited:
10 preferve a firit ncutrality between the contending partics.

* Meteen, p. ig7. S
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Hawny TIL of France was to0 much occupied in fis own do= 23,0 K
minions, to bave leifure to encer decply into the affirs of the
Netherlanda. - For many ages, France had feen no king of whofe: ?n‘;’ﬁi of
reiga the people entertained more fanguine expedtations. Havingy
in his carly youth, been sppointed commander in chicf by his
‘rother Charles, he bad given: ignal proof of uacommon ablities.
The French nation had fattered themfelves with the hopes of
fecing their kingdom reflored by him to its ancient fplendor 5 his
fame was univerfally diffufed; and the Polifh nobility had, with
general applan(@, ‘canferred upon him their cledtive erown.  But
when, upon his brother's death, he left Poland, and fusceeded to the
crawn of France, it is inconceivable how great a change he feemed
to have undergone. Irrcfolute, inconftant, indolent; and volup-
cuous, with a mixture of the moft ridiculous fuperfition, he loft
the confidence of the Catholics as well as Protcflants, whom he
favoured and betrayed by turns. The unfieady and unfiilful
hand,. with. which he held the reins of governmen, added daily.
new force to.the virulence of fation, till every member of the
flate, a nd almof every individual in. the kingdom was infected.
The Queen-mother employedall her art and influence to fpport
but could ot reflrain her younger fon, the Tie sate
duke of Alengon, now duke of Anjou, from putting himfelf ac POl FXHl.
the head, fometimes of one party, and fometimes of another, in A%
oppofition to the king, To this prince, who was now the pre-
fumptive heir of the crown, the Flemings addreffed themfelves,
after having in vain applied to the king himfelf for protetion:
Anjou litened with much pleafure o their, applications and
having conceived hopes of obtaining the fovereignty of the
provinces, he made them the moft flattering promifes of afiflance.
H ki dered his leaving,

France as the, moft fortunate, event, hat, could happeas fince, b
would
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swould be thereby delivered from a.great number of reflefs in=
triguing fpirits, by whom the tranquillity of his kingdom had
been difturbed.  But as he declined on this oceafion to affft his
brother in levying forces, pardy from inability, and partly from the
dread of embroiling himfelf with Philip, Anjou was not in a con-
dition, tll fome time after the prefent period, to fulfil his exgage=
ment.

Tas Flemi
ance from the queen of England. Don John had, fomé months
before, endeavoured to prepoffels Elizabeth in bi favour; by
reprefenting, that the difturbances in the Netherlands were
entirely owing to the prince of Orange, and his adherents,
who had broken the pacifiation of Ghent, and by their intrigucs
prevailed upon the States to violate the perpetual edi@. Eli-
zabeth pretended to give credit to this reprefentation, and ordered

er ambaffador to reproach the States with their infidelity, and
even to threaten them with her refentment, in cafe they fhould re-
fufe to adhere to their cogagements, Thus far this artful prin-
ecfs went, in order to perfuade Philip that fhe ferioufly defired
fubjeéts in the Netherlands to maintain their allegiance. Bt
reality fhe wifhed for nothing les. In a political light (that light
in which the condu@ of Elizabeth ought almoft alsways to be con-
fidered) nothing could be more defirable to her, than that the
troubles of the Low Countries fhould continue ; and, if either of
the two contending partics fhould fnally prevail, that vietory
fhould full rather on the fide of the people, than of the king.
But when fhe confidered the inequality of the difpute between
him and the Flemings, fhe dreaded that the latter, if left to them~
felves, mult foon be compelled, cither to relinquih their pre-
tenfions, or to throw themfelves for proteétion into-the arms of
France.  She had therefore refolved to watch carefully over their

condud,

gs mean-while received the moft feafonable affift-
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condu@, and o afford them, from time to time, fiich afiflance a3
their circamftances fhould requie. ~She lent a favourable ear to
the defence which was made by the prince of Orange and the
States againtt Don John's accuftions ; and (he admitted of theie
jullification the more willingly, as in the reprefeatation given hee
of Don John's conduét on this occafion, fhe found reafon to be-
Jieve that his intentions were no lefs hoftle with regard to' her-
&If, than with refpe@ to the States and the prince of Orange.
For William had taken particular care to inform her of fome
Satercepted letters of Don Jobn's, from which it appeared, that
e entertained a fecret correfpondence with the queen of Scots 3
that he had formed a plan, to which the pope was privy, for fet=
ting that princefs at iberty ; and that he was incited'to attempt
this, not only by the defire of difirefing Elizabeth, but likewife
by the wild ambition of marrying the Scotifh qucen, andataining,
dhough her, poffefion of the Britith crowas.

‘Arren dis difcovery, Elizabeth refolved no longer to keep any
‘meafires with Don John; but to exert herfelf with vigor in oppofing:
his re-admiffion into the government of the Netherlinds. Witk

intention fhe gave the moft gracious reception to the mar~
uis ' Havrée, the ambaffador of the States, and cntered readily
$to a treaty; by which fhe engaged to furnifh them with an im-
mediate fupply, both of money and troops 5 upon condition,
that the commanderof thefe troops fhould be admilted fato thet
council of flate ;- and that, during the continuance of the war, o
fep fhould be taken, nor any allisace formed; without her con
fent®s

Erizasern had no fooner fubfcribed this treaty than

fill defrous to avoid an open breach with Philip, fhe difpatcheds

liam.

* Metcen, g 197, Betvegle p. 0. . Camdes, 33301577, &
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an ambaflador * to Madrid, to reprefent to him, that in her late

i tranfadtion with the States, it was far from her intention to eh~

T

courage them (o withdraw their allegiance; that, on the contrary,
fhe had employed the ouly means likely to prove cffectual to pre.
vent them from cafting themfelves in defpair into the hands of
fome other power.  She was deeply interefled, fhe acknowledged,
in faving. her neighbours from oppreffion efpecially the Flem-
ings, with whom the commercial interels of her fubjects had long.
beeo, and flill were fo clofely connected. This the hoped would
plead her excufe for exhorting him to fubflitute in the room of his
brother a governor, in whom the people could repofe greater
truft and confidence; and with whom fhe herfelf could maintain
a more friendly intercourfe, than fhe couldever hold with Don
John, after having difcovered his defign to invade. her domini-
ons. _ She concluded with intreating him to sedrefs the griev~
ances of his Flemih fubjeds ; offering to mediatebetween him
and them, if her mediation. could. be of ufe; and declaring,
that if they fhould refufe to fulfil their late engagements, or
atiempt to make any innovation contrary to- the pacification
of Ghent, fhe would affiit him in reducing them to obedience
by force of arms*,

ELizavETs could not mean any thing by this embafly, but
the fulfilling of an empty ceremonial, which was reccived by Phie
lip, and performed by her, with equal infincerity. She did mot
wait for a return to her embafly, but proceeded inflantly to carry.
into_execution, her, treaty with the States.  Both the troops and
money which fhe engaged to furnifh, were immediately fent overs
and the latter was remitted by the- States to prince Cafimire, to
enable him to complete his levies.

* Thomas Wilkes clerk o the counil ® Carte book i, Camden,
Tax
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Tie States had colle@ied n confidersble bodyof forces, which 3 $,0 %
they fationed i the. neighbiirhiood of Nammur ' and if they ‘s
bad followed the eounfel of the  prince of Orange, WHO ex+ Lapiics
horted them (o Tay ficge to that important fortrefe, they might Sauk.” e
have made themfelves mafiers of it, and prevented the return
of e Spanifh troops.  But many among them being il
unfhaken in’ bl alleghace to e king, 28 well 18 in theic
Zttachmet (o the popifh futh'; nothing bt theie remem-
brance of the” cruelies of Alva, ‘and the ate enormidies of
the Spaniards, could ave induced them to concur in the mea-
fures which the majority had adopted.  Thefe men fondly
imagined that Philip would be moved with theie calamitis, 4ad
perfuaded to'comply with e requels, Being for dis reafon.
unwillng to besih Hoftlies, they urged frongly the expedicscy
of a defenfive war: and thus the army was Tollied, for overal
montie, (o xemain inactive, and time imprudently given for the
artival Of the Tealiza and Spanifh trodps %

AuTiovGH Philip dRl ot entifely approve of s brother's o Tieum of
duct, and defired to have ebtained is ends by negociation and atti- s
s yet; Haviog filed in this way, he reolved, without heiation,
éo employ force ; and he had sccordingly fent arlers to Alexander
Farnofe, the prince of Parma, 10 lead back te troops from Taly,

10 the Netherlands, without delay. O theie arcival at Namur,
being joined by other troops, which Don John had levied in the
scighbouring  provinces, they compofed ‘an  army of fifteen
tHoufand:foot and two thoufand horfe 5 while-that of the States
amounted only to ten thoufand foot. and  one thoufind five
hundred Horfe § and was 0 le inferior to the encmy in diftipine,
dhan in oumber. - The States v fw.theie folly in having ne-

7 Metzen, book i ab o
Vor. IL G gleed
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gleted to make themfelves maflers of Namur, as an entrance had
thercby been fecured for the Spaniards into the centre of the
Netherlands.

T fituation in which Don Joha found himfelf at this time, was
much more fiitable to the talents which he poffelled, than thofe
negociations and treaties in which he had been hitherto engaged.
He had longed with extreme impatience for the arrival of the
forces, and ardently defired to be revenged upon the States for the
injurious treatment which he imagined he had received. Hay~
ing got information that their army, commanded by the Sicur
de Goignies, had left their camp in the neighbourhood of Namur,
and were retiring towards Brufels, he refolved to attack them on
their march.  With this intention he fent his cavalry before,
under the prince of Parma, and followed them himfelf, as quickly
as pofible, with the foot. Farnefe executed the truft commiteed to
him with great valour. At the head.of his battalion he attacked
the Flemifh cavalry with uncommon fury, and though they gave
‘him a fpirited reception, he foon compelled them to retire. Tn the
mean time Don John came forward with a chofen body of in-
fantry, and afforded him fuch a powerful fupport, as enabled him
to drive the encmy's horfe before him, till he entered along with
them into the ranks of their main army. - The Flemings belicving
the whole Spanifh forces to be at hand, and being utterly unpre-
pared for fo fudden an attack, were foon thrown ato confufion
and difperfed. . About.three. thoufand were: killed, and a great
aumber, with the commander in chie, were taken prifoners. The
ofs on-the fide of the conquerors was inconfiderable.

ArTER this viQory Don Joha reduced Gemblours, Louvain,
Sichem, Nivelle, and feveral other. places, bothin Brabant and
Hainault.  He defired likewife to have laid fiege to Bruflels 5 bat
his council of war were of opinion, that his Rrength was not ade-

quate
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quate to fo great an enterprife, and dhought it more expedient to
aim at eafier conquefls, 61l his army fhould be reinforced.

“Tue States in the mean time received an abundant compenfation
for their loffes in the fouthern provinces, by the acquifition of
Amfierdam.  To this wealthy city, which even then was the
greateft in the northera provinces, the duke of Alva had, as
mentioned above, given the moft particular atteation; having
expelled the proteiants, and put the government cntirely iato the
hands of rigid catholics. Thefe men, fupported by a numerous
garrifon, lad baffled ll the attempts which had been made by the
States of Holland to reduce: them. ~ But being now hemmed in
by their countrymen both by fea and land, and their trade almoft
suined, they at laft confented to accede to the pacification of
Gheat, and agreed to difband the popifh garrifon, to recal the
proteflant exiles, and to allow them to hold their religious affem-
blies without the city. - It was not long before they repented of
thefe conceffions. - The proteflants being inflamed with zeal for
their religion; impatient under the reftraints which in the late
agreement had been lid upon them, fired with refentment for
former injories, and fufpicious that the Catholics were again me-
ditating fohemes for their expulfion, they flew to arms, and having
fuppreffid the exercife of the popifh faith, they drove all the priefts,
and others whom they fufpeéted of malignant defigns, out of the
ety

I the midt of thefe tranfa@tions John de Noircarmes, Baron [

de Selles, arrived from Spain, with Philip's anfiwer to the applica~
tion which the States had made to him fome months. before. It
was fuch as they had reafon to expeét, and contained an ablolute
denial of their requefls, with regard to the removal of Don Joho,
and the ratfication of the cletion of Mathias.
+ Van e, p. 5974
G2 Coxvixcen

VVA.BHSC

43
BOOK
%

7

Ao
s ot
February 81

ipnver
ke S,



44

Bo0OK

v,

)
The S

piokesie e

Baudeco

The e
of utm:

£

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

Coxvinesn by this denial, of the folly of thofe hopes which
they had entertained, that the king would yield to their intreaties,
and fenfible that they had fuffered confiderable lofs, from that want
of difpatch and fecreey which is incident to the procedure of a
numerous affembly ; they enlarged the powers of Matthias and
the prince of Orange, and invefied them, and the council of
flte; with authority (o conduct the operations of the war,
without having recoufe on. every octafion to the aflémbly of the
States.

No time after this was unneceffarly loft, ‘The troops which
had been difperted ar Gemblours: were collecled; and of theft, -
and the new levics, an army was compofed, amouning to cight
thoufand foot and two! thouland. Horfe, pardy’ Flemings, and
pardy Scots and Englith. This army was fationed in the
ncighbourhood of Lierres, in the centre of Brabant, under the
command of thie count'de Boffut: Don Joha's araiy,; after he had
put garrilons iato.the tows which he had taken, was il fupo-
Hior ia number; and therefore he refolved to marcl towards Boffut,
before the auxiliaries, which the States expe@ted from' France and
Germany, fhould arrive. But he foon found that he had ot to
contend bath with traops and a general much fuperior to thofe
whom he had encountered at Gemblours. Boffut, from a fenfo.
of the iofeiority. of his forces, had: ptched' his' camp near the
village of Rimenant, i a fituation extremely advantageous for
preventing the encimy:from penctrating furdier into the provinces:
On the one fide it was defended by the Demer, and on the other,
By a'wood; and was fortified both'before and behind wity frong
eotrenchments, NotwithRanding this, Don Jolin refolved toate
tack it, Sinlefs: he could provoke the eount 6 quit his lined; and
give him battle, The rirce of Parms, whio from His eily youth
a8 10 lefy wile than bravey remonifeated againft this refolution,

4 as
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as being dangerous and defperate.  But Don Johny being confirm-
ed in his purpofe by the other oficers, gave: orders fon his army
toadvance, after having feat before,a fele@ body. of txovpsy o
attack an important ‘poft, without the camp, which yas guarded
by fome Englith and Scotcl forces, under colonel Norris..Among:
the affsilants was Don Alphonfs Martinea de Leyva,-at e head
of a company,of two hundzed men, whom he maintained at.bis
own expence, and who. were all either gentlemeny or foldiers
who had diftinguifhed them(elves in former wars.. Thefe men at-
tacked the B
refiftance,  the. latter, began 0. retreat, but in good order, and
with their faces. turnedtowards the enemys.| The, Spaviaedss o
fecond whom Don John had fent, feveral battalions of frefh troops,
not fufpeling any artiice; and believing the enemy 1o be inti~
midated, followed them with much. precipitation;. till they had.
palfed a narrow defile within reach of e artillery of the Flemifl
camp. - Notsis.then: returned to-the charges andtlie combat was.
renewed witli greater. fury than ever. + He was reinforced with
txoops fent him:from. the camipy and botli parties, being nearly
equal, fecmed deteriined to die of conquer.:. Fhis gallant: Eng-
lifliman animated kis army by’ his 6w exdmple, and had thee
Horfes Killed undet Him. The Scots, impatient of the heat, fought
in their fhists, and allonithed the enemy with the fingularity of
their appearance. In the mean time, a body of troops, whick
Tiad icen placed” i ambuthy, auacked: the Spaniards in flavks ‘and
Boffut contided to"fitc iponthem incellahtly with his-artillery,
They muft all have perifhed; had ot the princé of Pasmarobs
tined liierty:from Don John 1o advance’at, the lread of the cas
valry to”theie selief By his fuperior prudesice, e would:have
prevented this. ificonfiderae enterprife 3 and nowy by lis pro=
dence and bravery united, he faved, the troops, ftom thof fatal

confequences,

h troops with uncommon fury. « After a fhort
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confequences, to which, through their own and the general’s con-
fidence, they had been expofed.  About nine hundred men, hosw-
ever, fell on the field of battle, and a confiderable number were
taken prifoners %,

Do John, having thus failed in his attempt, and being fens
fible that he could not, with his prefent army, keep the field
againlt the numerous forces that were ready to pour in upon him
from France and Germany, retreated, with the refolution of ating
for the future on the defenfive only, and pitched his camp under
the fortifications of Namur.

T States concluded about this time their treaty with the
duke of Anjou, which confited of the following articles —That,
under the title of protetor of the Netherlands, the duke fhould
furnifh, at his own expence, ten thoufand foot and two thoufand
horfe : that all the conquefts’ which he fhould make on the
Flanders fide of the Macfe, fhould belong to the States ; and thofe
on the other fide to himfelf: that, for the accommodation of his
troops, Landrecy, and Quefoy in Hlsinault, and Bapsume in
Artois, fhould be put in his poffefion: that the States thould not
enter into any agreement with Don John, without the duke’s con-
fent; and that, in cafe they fhould hereafter think proper to clect
another fovercign, they fhould make ehoice of the duke but that
in the mean time the government fhould remain entire in the
‘hands of the States.

AGREEABLY to the firftarticle of this treaty, Anjou had affeme
bled 2 confiderable body of troops in the. neighbourhood of
Mons, to which place the States fent a folemn embafly. to ine
treat that e would quicken his march into the interior proviaces.
They intended, that their own army fhould unite with. his,
and tha of Cafimire, and that all the three armies fhould ak in

* Beativogio, book ¥, Stabo,
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coneert with one another, in expelling Don John, before he fhould
seceive a reinforcement from Spain or Italy. - Nor was it without
apparent reafon that. they entertained the hopes of accomplifhing
his defign, . Prince Cafimire had pafled the Rhine and the Macfe,

andadvanced as far as the town of Diet in Brabant. = His army, T

when joined with that of the States, amounted nearly to forty
thoufand foot and twenty thoufand horfé, and was greatly fupe-
sior to any which Don John could muflet to appofe it.

Bur a variety of caufes concurred in rendering almoft ufelefs

k4

500K
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thefe mighty preparations ; and a fpirit of divifion arofe, by which, fetusl.

the people in the more fertile provinces loft for ever that liberty,
for which they had fo firenuoully. contendedy at the very time
when it was moft in their power to fecure it on a firm and
‘permanent foundation.  For although, according (0 the teftimony
of the catholic, as well as the proteftant hiftorians, nothing could
exceed the prudence and moderation. with, which the prince of
Orange conduced the affairs of governments it foon appeared, that
50 human wifdom was fuficient to preferve harmony and concord,
where there were fo many grounds of jealoufy and diftontent, OF
this difcontent and jealoufy, religious bigotry was the principall
‘but not the only caufe. Ambition. and intercll joined their iny
Ruence to that of religion, and not only divided the people them=
felves into fa@ions, the moft inveterate and hoftile, but created
{ufpicion and difcord between: them and the forcign powers which
they, had called to their afiifance.

Tu queen of England had heard, with great uncafinefs, of the
Jate treaty between the States and the duke of Anjou. She knew
not, at. this time, how, far Hlenry was concerned in his brother’s
cnterprife, nor what fchemes of conqueft thefe tsvo princes might
have formed.  She confidered what great advantages their neigh~
bourhood afforded them. for, the execution. of thefe fchemes; and

5 forefurs
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Forefusw the prejudice which might acertic to the Englifh nation, if
the Netherlands were ‘to fall under fubjedtion ‘to the crown of
Trance. | Inorder o prevent this, ‘and eotnterbalance'the power
and inflisence of Anjou; Ml had'made/fich ample remittances of
midriey to ‘prince Cafimird; ‘as ‘had enabled hini to augment the
number of his army, which confifted wholly of proteRants, con
fiderably above what the  States had  either expedted or defired.
“This alarmed the jealonfy of all the cathalics in the Tow Coun~
ries, “who dreaded the approsch’ of ‘o’ great ait army of ‘re-
formers, ‘and fufpected that Cafimire, in coneert with Elizabeth,
had conceived the defign of extirpating the popifh faich. They
did hot conceal their apprehenfions. ‘Even'the prince of Orange,
and other moderate proteftasts, jolned i rermonfirating with Cafi=
mire, on the neceflity of is difinifing  part of his forces. Bt
his remonfifance ferved only to alienate him from the prince of
Orange and the council, and to render him' Iefs attetitive to their
inftruftions with regard to the condu@ of the war! Heé was
likewife highly offended with the preferéiice which the States had
given to the coutit ofBoffut, by appointing im commander it
chief of the army ; and he made them feel his refeatment, by the
flowiefs of all his milltary operations, and his continual demands
of fupplies for the payment of his troops*

Bur the intemperate zeal and ambition of the proteftants were
‘produtive of fill more pernicious ¢ffects. Not faisfied with the
fecurity from perfecution which they had enjoyed fince' the pa-
cification of Ghent, they took coitrage from the great Btmber of
proteflants in the army,  and petitioned Matthids and the States,
t0be allowed to-hold their religious affemblies openly in ehurches,
and to be admitted, on the fame footing with the ‘catholics, to

* Reidanas, . 25, 26:

the
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the foveral offices of government. - They ought certaialy o have
remained filent, as they Had done hitherto, till the common
enemy had beea expelled; and the public tranquility eflablified.
Yet their conduct admits of fome apology : their party had greater
influence mow than it was likely to poffes, if the catholics were
delivered from their dread of the Spaniards, and they could not
forefce thofe fatal confequences swith which their application was
afferwards attended.

Bur whatever judgment may be formed of their diferetion,
the States thought it marrary, left the army fhould have proved
The pacification of

ing on which it fiood at the time of that treaty, till the States
of all the provinces thould be affembled ; yet the States, now par-
sially affembled, confented, not only that the protefiants fiould
‘have accefs to-all public offices, but likewife that they fould have
churches allowed to them in every place where a hundred families
refided; upon this condition, that in Holland and Zealand thc
fame indulgence fhould be granted o the catholic. inbabitants.
o this decree they gave the name of the Peace of Religion;
and each of the provinces was left at liberty to accept or reject it,
as they fhould judge expedient.

I fome cities it proved a falutary. remedy for the diforders
with which they were diftratted; but, in many others, it-added
‘maligaity to that poifon, which raged in the minds of the more
violent religionifls, and was the fource of the moft- pernicious
animofity and difcord. It gave no contentment to the zealots of
cither party, but contributed to inflame them more thn ever
againtt cach other, by adding freh materials to that inveterate
jealouly and rancour which their bigotry infpired, but which
had been laid afleep for fome time paft, by their apprehenfions of
the common danger. The catbolics cvery whe, butin a few

Vor.IL. H cties
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cities of Flanders and"Brabant, oppofed the execution of this de-
erec and the reformers derived litle advantage from it, except i
thofe places where they overpowered their antagonifts by fuperior
numbers. In the provinces of Artois and Hainault, where the
Reformation had never made any confiderable progrefs, the peaple
rejected the decree with the moft determined obftinacy, and re-
fufed to allow the exercife of any other religion but the catholic
in their territories ; while the people of Ghent and other
‘places, in which the majority were proteflants, actuated by the fume
intolerant and bigoted fpirit, expelled the popih  ccclefiatics,
{eized their effects, and fpoiled the churches of their ornaments.
BeTwEEN the people of Ghent and the Walloons * a particular
ground of eamity had fubfifted, ever fince the former had caft
the duke d’Arfehot and his attendants into prifon. For moft of
thefe were perfons of rank in the Walloon provinces; and the
Ghentefe had ot only rejefted every folicitation in their behalf,

but had even treated them with feverity during their confiriement,
The Walloons were, for this reafon, the more readily incenfed

‘mitted againft the catholics, which they juflly regarded as a viola-
tion, on the part of the proteflants, of their late engagements. For-
getful therefore of the danger which threatened them, and liften-
ing only to the voice of indignation and refentment, they began to
feparate themfelves from the other provinces, and refufed to con-
tribute their uare of the money neceflary fof the payment of the
troops. ¢ We took arms,” faid they, “ to vindicate our liberty ;
« but what will it avail us to be delivered from the Spanith yoke,
“ if we muft fubmit to a yoke no lefs galling and intolerable, im=
« pofed upon us by our countrymen; whoj under the pretext of
“zeal againft the tyranay of the Spaniards, fhew now that their

* The natives of Artois, Hainsalt, aad the other fouthern proviaces,

&
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«only defign has been to tyrannife over us themfelves.” The
other provinces reprefented to them the mifchievous confequences
with which theit condu muft be attended, and acéompanied their
reprefentations with prayers and threats; but the Walloons re-
‘mained inflexible, and foon afterwards they gave a firiking proof
of their hoftle difpofition, by refufing to deliver the towns of Lan~
drecy, Quefois, and Bapaume, to the duke of Anjou, in confor-
mity to the treaty above recorded. - Not fatisficd with this, they
began to prepare openly for war, and employed the contributions,
which had been raifed for paying the army of the States, in levying
forces againdt the Flemings. The Flemings quickly armed them-
felves in their defence, and feveral rencounters happened between

the Walloons and thetn, that were eqully pernicious to both.
Pruxce Cafimire’s troops' and thofe of the States had been
for fome time paft united, and Don John was not poffeffed of a
force fufficient to oppofe. them; but the factious and refractory
fpirit of the Walloons and Flemings had diffufed iteIf into almoft
every part of the Netherlands, except the provinces of Holland
and Zealand. Many cities withheld their contributions, and the
army was extremely ill provided with every thing necellary o
render the operations of the campaign ineffe@ual. Boffu's prin-
cipal objeét was tor compel. the cnemy to a general engagement ;
and for this purpofc, after taking two or three towns of little
confequence, he led his troops within view of the camp in which
Don John had catrenched himfelf, under the fortifieations of
Namur. With an army fo much fuperior ia number to the eneay,
the count might have forced the entrenchments;  but being
neither furnifhed with pioncers, cannon, o a fufficient quantity
on, and finding Don John unalterably determined to
Keep within his camp, e was obliged to retive, His troops, in
the mean time, were: bighly difcontented, ‘on  account of their
Hz want

of ammuni
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want of pay. His difcipline was unavoidably relaxed. The
country was opprefied and plundered. Cafimire accepted of an
invitation from the. Ghentefe, to afik them with a. part. of. his
forces againt the Walloons, It became dangerous. to keep. the
remainder. of the army, any longer in the neighbourhood ‘of.the
Spanifh, camp, and. it was foon aficrwards found impraicable to
fupport it. A part of the troaps therefore was difbanded, and
the reft were put. into garrifon in the fortified tows,

Tte. duke of Anjou’s army wasnot. better provided with the
means of: fubfiftence than that of the States, and-its operations
were equally infignificant. - Gonfeious of his inability to fulfil his.
engagements, Anjou grafped. &t thofe pretests for eluding thiem,
which the conduct of Cafimire, and that of the Walloons, afforded
him.  He complained bitterly,of the treatment which he received
from  the latter, who not, only. refufed: him admittance into the
toxns which the States had promifed for the accommodation of his

- uoops, but fhewed themfelyes. o, lefs. unwilling to furnifh him

with provifions, than if he had come toinvade, aud not.to proteét
and defend - them. - He feems likewife.to have. ffpecied, and not
‘without fome reafon, that GaGimire had formed fome private. de-
figns, inconfiftent. wihy that eflsblifhment which he himfelf had
in view in the fouthern provinces; and that he had ‘carried his
troops 10 the affilgnce of -the people of Gheat; in order to pave
the way.for execyting thofe defigns. He thercfore refufed to join
his army. with tha of Boffut, unlefs Cafimire fhould return to it
and when, Matthias and.the prince of. Orange. failed in their en-
deavours to prevail on, Calimite. (1o whom the Ghentefe. had. ade
vanged a confiderable fum. of smoncy, 1o, induce. him to remain
‘with.them), Anjon broke up his camp, and fuffered a past of his
army. 10 g0 over to,the Baron, de Montigny, who was commander
in chicf at that time of the forces of the Walloons
< Metten, p. 233, Gratus, p. 6
8 Suex
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Sucst was the conclufion of this campaign, andfuch the iffue
of all the. mighty preparations which the Siates had madaifor

vigorous profecution of the war. . The peaple themfelves, infiead C:

of uniting theic efforts againft the common enemy; wage wanwith
one another, in violation. of the moft [olémn, engagementsy into
which they hiad cntered only a fewmonths before; and the princes,
who had: undertaken to.deliser the: Flemings from. the Spanifh
yoke, inlift themfclves, in oppofition: to.each other, under the
‘banaers of thofe inveterate faGtions,  which threaten this unbappy
people with deftrudion.

Casimirg went-over to England to juflify bis condué to Eli=
zabeth, and. Anjou,fent.an ambaflador. to the States:to: make:an
apology for, bis, by reprefenting, that bis troops had joined thofe of
Mostigny without his.confent ; but that the Stateshad noireafon
t0 dread the confequences of that flep, fince.the Ghentefe would
‘be thereby more cafily refirained from their, excefles,, Thie States;
thinking it prudent; to, diffemble.their. refentment; adumitted of
his, apology’s andy, that, they, might fill remain on fricndly terms.
with him, they afered his ambafTadors, that they bad a jult fenfe.
of gratitnde. for. the, efforts which: the. duke had: made'in: thcie
behalf 3 thats as foon as poffible, they would refund hisexpences;
‘and: thaty if, they, thould  ever find: it neceffiry to clect-another
prince; in,the place of the king of Spain, they wouldimake Him:
an-offer of the. fovereignty-

Dumig the conrfe,of the aufadlions that-have been ':dnmb
Don Jalis hadk
might-noyw, hase Iof it without| dénger 5. but. Doo: Julm hady
been; feized fo ks before,  with:a whichy
cut. bim.. offbefora) he:chad: reached «the: thirtieth: year:of ‘his
age. His death was by fome aferibed to. poifon's buty:according-
10 others, it was owing_partly o difeafe, and: partly to that cha-
gein which he conceived from the negligence with which his

repeated

VVABHSC

55

500k

e
piigen

Deathof Don
Jobna Ao



E23

300K

X1V,

o

be.

HISTORY OF THE REIGN, &.

repeated applications for money and troops were treated by the
Spanifh miniters. Fond to excefs of military glory, and con-
fcious of talents which would probably have enfured fuccefs; he
lamented bitterly the neceffity which the weaknefs of his army
impofed upon him, of remaining fo long inadtive, and folicited
his brother for a reinforcement with the moft earneft importu=
nity.  Nor was it only becaufe. Philip was averfe to a vigo-
rous' profecution of the war, that ‘he deferred complying. with
his requeft.  After that renown, which Don John acquired in
the battle of Lepanto, his condud, as above related, contained
fo clear a difcovery of his views, as could riot but alarm the fuf-
picious temper of the king, who thenceforth. kept a watchful
eye upon all his' brother’s moft feeret motions ; and when fie
fent him to the Netherlands, refolved never to intruft him with
fuch a numerous army as might enable him to cxezute any am=
bmuul defign.” Philip’s fufpicions, during his brother's refidence

the Low-Countries, were kept perpetually awake, by reports
uf his ‘having formed a defign of marrying the queen of Scots.
To thefe reports Philip gave credit, perhaps too cafily. By bir
orders, Don John's fecretary. Eftovedo, who had fomented his
‘mafter's ambition, was privately put to death. It was believed
by many, that he iffued the like orders with regard to his brother,
and that this young heroic prince died of poifon, given him by
certain popifh ecclefiaftcs, infligated by the court of Spain. But
whatever ground there was for this perfuafion, there is lttle room
to doubt that, from jealoufy of his-brother, more than any other
caufe, Philip withheld the fupplies neceffary for carrying on the
war, And to this circumflance, the traops of the States were in-
debted for their prefervation from that ruin, to which their divi=
fions had expofed them .

« Meteen, p. 334, Grois .
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DON JOHN Hhaving on his death-bed appointed the prince
of Parma to fuceced him, his choice was foon afterwards
approved; and ratified by the king.

Tais young prince had on many occafions, fince his arrival *»
in the Netherlands, given proof of confummate prudence, and H

the moft intrepid valour. Temperate, vigilant, and indefati=
gable, he could deféend (o the moft minate detail in all military
operations, and was always the firft to expofe himfelf o toil and
danger, and the Iaft to retire. Pliant in his manners, and in-
finuating in bis addrefs; he could fpeak moft of the Europea
Ianguages, and accommodate himfelf to the foldiers of all the
different nations of which the army was compofed.  He poffefled
a vigonr of bodily conflitution equal to_that of his mind, joined.
with an clevated martial air and afpet, which ferved, in time of
Battl, to 6l the enemy with terror, and to infpire his own troops
with courage and confidence of fuccefs.

He
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He had no fooner performed the laft officcs of his friend and
Kinfman, than he applied himfelf afiduoully to fulfil the dutics
of that important flation to which he was now advanced, - While
the atmy of the States remained in the field, he was obliged,
through the fiallnefs of his numbers, to follow the fame plan
which his predeceffor had purfued, and to keep his lttle army
ftrongly fortified within their camp; but when, from the caufes
aboe explained, not only the army of the States, but likewife the
Germans and French under Cafimire and Anjou, were all cither
difbauded, or put into winter-quarters, Farncle, confidering this
s the proper fealon for action, refolved to undertake the fiege of
fome important place, by the acquifition of which he might o
ereale his refources for carrying on the war,

HE hefitated for fome time, whether he fhould enter firt upon
the fiege of Mactiricht; or that of Antwerp. The benefit which
he would have derived from the poffefion of the Jatter of thefe
places, was greater than any which could arife from that of the
former; as Antwerp was the principal feat of wealth and com-
merce in the Netherlands, and was fituated in’ the -moft advanta-
geous manner for profecuting the conqueft of the maritime.
provinces ; but having weighed atientively the dificulties to be
farmounted in the fiege of a place of fo great extent and frength
a5 Antwerp, he wifely refolved to begin with the fiege of Mae-
fsicht, fn which he could engage with fewer forces, and a greater
probabilicy of fuccefs

I order to conceal his defign. from the States, he dirc@ted his
march towards Antwerp, and had a fharp rencounter with a body
of French and Britith forces, which were fent out to obfirudt
his approach. Thefe he forced to retire under the fortiications
of the city ; immediately after which he turned back fuddenly,

* Benivoglio, patl, iy
and

UVYA.BHSC



PHILIP 1L KING OF SPAIN.

and inveted Maeftriche, before the States had time to furnifh that
town with the neceffary fupplies of ftores and provifions.

Tae inhabiténts were not_numerous in  proportion to the
extent of the place”; but it was ftrongly fortified, and the want
of numbers was abundandly fupplicd by the martial fpiric of the
people, who, being expofed by theie fitustion to frequeat in-
Safions from foreign caemics, were well accuftomed o the 'ule
of arms.  Abot fiftcen hundred of them were enrolled;; and by
thefe, and a thoufand regular troops, together with two thoufand
of the country people, who ferved as'pioneers, Macfiricht was
defended for almoft four months, againft an army of 15,000
foot and 4o00. horfé, the beft-difciplined and braveft troops in
Europe, whofe operations were diredled by the greatelt military
genius of the age. Amonglt the befieged there were o per-
fons,  Sewartzeabourg de Herle, a Fleming, and Tappin, a
Frenchman, who condu@ted the defence with a degree of wildom
and intrepidity that excited univerfal admiration and applaufe.

Tun prince of Parma, having arrived before the town in the
begianing of March, fent Mondragone, with a part of the army,
to the caft fide of the river, to inveft the town of Vieh; whillt
he himfelf remained on the other fide, where he intended to
mmake his principal attack, ~ His firt objeet was to prevent the
States from introducing any fupplies or reinforcements. With
this view, he fhut up the Macfe with two bridges of boats, one
above and the other below the town, and drew quite round his
camp, on both fdes of the river, frong lines of circumvallation,
Tmmediately after taking this precaution, he began to make his
approach to the walls by trenches,  The garrifon had the cou-
rage to make feveral fulies, by which his operations were rc-

+ Teis e Talzn s i Grcumference.
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tarded. At length, however, when by perfeverance, and the
power of fuperior numbers, his trenches were fufficiently ad-
vanced, he planted two batteries, one againft the gate of Ton-
gres, and the other againt the curtain, between the gate of
Hoxter and that of the Crofs.  While the batteries were played
off with great fuccefs, the Royalifts puthed forward the trenches,
and were ready to enter into the ditch, The breach at the
gate of Tongres was the firlt made praticable, and Farnele
refolved to affault it with a felect body of troops, drawn from
the feveral nations of which his army was compofed. By thus
mingling them together, he enflamed their ardour and emue
Iation ;. but they met with equal ardour on the part of their op-
‘ponents, and; after an obflinate and bloody conflid, were obliged
© retire.

"Ti# prince, believing that this firl attempt had failed through
the ‘fmallucls of the breach, rencwed the fire of his batteri
‘with redoubled firy, and prepared for a fecond attack. Tn order
to weaken the garrifon by dividing it, he refolved to make an
affail &t each 6f the tio breackies at the fame time. His troops
advanced, in the face of the enemy’s cannon, with the moft un-
daunted fntrepidicy. The befieged flood undifinayed €l they
approached, and ‘Hothing could exeeed the fury with Which both
parties began the coffibat. Their fire-arms foon cealed to be ‘of
ufe o them ; for ‘they came immediately to- clofe fight, in
which they could employ only their pikes and fwords. In ‘one
of the bréacties De Herle, ‘and in the othier Tappin, gave the
moft fplendid ‘proofs of capacity and valotr. The affailants,
énraged at ‘meeting with fuch obftinate refiftanee from anenemny
fo much'inferior in namber, cxerted their utmoft vigor to over
power them. - The ation was furious and defperate.  The ruins
of the wall, and the ground on both fides, were firewed with the

5 dead
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dead and‘dying. - Stones hurled down from the bulwarks, and 590 K
artificial fires, which the befieged lauonched amang the affsilaats, ——s
increafed the confifion, Thofe fires happened to lay hold of the '
bareels of gun-powder which flood neac for the ufe of the com-=

batants. The explofion was terrible, and many on both fides

perithed by this fatal accident, The air refounded with crics;

and fhricks, and groans. The earth was covered with mangled
carcafles 5 yet thofe who furvived fill- maintained their ground

with the fame unconquerable obflinacy as befre, and, from the

horrid feene which lay around them, feemed only to derive frefh

rage and fry. The prince of Parma gave orders at Jaft, with

much reluftance, for founding a retreat. The refoludion and
fortitude of the befieged, he perccived, were not to. be over

come. Even if he could have mounted the breach, aod kept
‘poffeffion of it, this would not have availed him, as other fortii-

cations had been raifed within, which rendered the town almoft

as impregnable as before,

Urow reviewing his troops, the prince found that many of
his beft officers had fallen, and that the regiments of Spanifh
veterans were extremely diminihed. He foon completed his
numbers, by making draughts from the garrifons of the towns
in his poffeion. But when he reflected on the chara@er of the
befieged, he perccived the neceffity of laying afide all thoughts
of taking the town by florm, and refolved to content himfelf
with the flower method of undermining the fortifications, em-
ploying for this purpofe a prodigious number of pioneers, and
taking effectual care in the mean time, to render it impoffible for
the befieged to receive any reinforcement or fupplics.

T States were not negle@ful of the prefervation of a place, The Suser
where both the garrifon and inhabitants had: fhewn themfelves vuntore-
fo worthy of their attention. Having fome time before received '

12 the
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the celebrated La Noue into their fervice, they had appointed him
‘governor of Macflricht, and given him the charge of conduling
ither the reinforcements which they intended for the relicf
of the befieged. Nothing was omitted by La Noue to fulfil
their expedations; but fo. pernicious were the confequences of
that fpiric of difcord, which fill raged as furioufly as ever, be=
tween the proteflants and catholics, that, although the council
of flate, feconded by the prince of Orange, gave him all the
affiftance in their power, he was never able to colleét a force
fufficient to exccute his purpofe. The fituation therefore of the
befieged was become extremely deplorable.  The garrifon, which
in the beginning of the fiege con a thoufand men,
was now reduced to four hundred, and the citizens and country~
people had fuffered a proportionable diminution. - Their pro-
vifions began to fail, and their flore of gun-powder was neasly
exhaufled.

Tusk diftrefles were much augmented towards the middle
of June, by their lofs of a ravelin, which had enabled them to
give great annoyance to the enemy. To acquire poffeflion of
this ravelin had been the chief obje@ of the prince of Parma’s
operations for feveral weeks ; and, though he met with the moft
fpirited refiftance, he at length accomplithed his defign, and
could, with a large cavalier which he confiructed, overlook the
walls, and feour the town with his guns, almoft from the one
end to the other. Still however the befieged, animated by the
Topes of relief, refufed to capitulate,

Burr the fiege was brought to a conclufion much fooner. than
cither of the two contending parties had reafon to expect. On

. the 2gth of June, it was fufpeQed by fome Spanifh foldiers,
that the wonted vigilance of the garrifon was relaxed. In order
to know the truth with certainty, thefe men erept filently to the

8 top
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top of the rampart, and found that the defendants were ot only
few in number, but overposvered with fatigue and heat, and bu-
ried in lecp. OF this they carried information (o the general ; who
without delay ordered fch of his troops as were nearcfl, to aleend
thé rampart with as lttle noifc as poffible; They were immediately
followed by all the reft of the army. The garrifon were thus fud-
denly overwhelmed, and almoft all of them were put to the frord.
The inhabitants fought defperately ; but they funk at Jaft undec
the fuperior force of the afailants, who fpared neither fex nor age;
and continued the flaughter, il of eight thoufand citizens, only
three hundred remained.  De Herle efeaped by difguifing bimfelf
in the habit of a menial fervant; and Farnefe iffucd frict orders
to fpare the life of the valiant Tappin

DurixG the fege of Macltriche, various political negociations
were carried on by the oppofite parties. - The prince of Orange
had at this time the chicf direétion of all the meafures that were
purfued by the States and council ; Matthias having, from a con-
feioufiefs of his own want of experience; left the entirc admini~
Airation in his hands.  The diffenfions between the Walloons and
Tlemings had from the beginning given him deep concern, and
he had omitted nothing in his power to heal them.. Among the
Walloons he had little influence, by reafon of their abhorrence of
his religion, and the jealoufy which they. had: conceived of his
defigns. On the other hand, the Ghentefe, who,in that age, were
noted for theie turbulent and feditious fpirit; had been wrought up
by certain fatious leaders to'a degree of madnes; and were long
deaf o all the remonfiraicés which e could employ. St Alde-
‘gond, whom he fent to deal with them, exerteds but in vain, all
the addrefs and eloquence for which e was fo highly celebrated.
The interpofition of Matthias and the States was cqually ineffecs

Ll

< Beatveglo, i

tal.

UVVA.BHSC

B

61

00%
XV,

i

e princeof

Orsoge

bos
e
Gl

ot 1o ol
it i



62 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

BOOK tual. Nordid they pay any greater regard to the reprofentations
\_—.—g and threats of Elizabeth, who fent over an ambaffador ! on pus-
pofe to perfuade them. At length the prince of Orange went
himfelf to treat with them, They had lately inveighed againt
him, with great feverity, for his moderation towards the. catholics;
and had fuffered fome of their preachers to arraign him on this
account, as infincere in his religious profeffion. But, being fat-
tered with that regard and confidence of which his prefent vific was
expreflive, they refumed their wonted affection to his perfon; and,
afier be had flaid among them fome weeks, they complied with
the feveral'requefts which they had hitherto rejefled. They con=
fented to make reftitution of the goods of which they had plun~
dered the popifh ecclefiallies ; permitted the re-cfiablithmeat of
the rites and ceremonies of the Romifh church, forbad all abufive
Tanguage, whether in the pulpit or ia private affemblies, and en-
gaged to yield a more prompt obedicnce for the future to the au-
thority of the States *.
I foon however appeared, that nothing but William's perfonal
influence had induced them to make thefe conceffions. In a few
‘months afterwards, being jucited by the fame fadious leaders to
whom they had formerly liftened, they indulged themfelves in the
‘moft unjufifisble excefes ; they plundered the churches and mos
nafteries, expelled the ecclefialics from the town, and feized
their cffe@ts, which they diftributed among the Germans,
their affiflance againft the: Walloons.
s oceafioned the prince of Orange to
wifit the Gheatefe  fecond time; when they made him an offer of
the government of the proviace. Hle prudently declined accepting
this offer; but having again employed all his influence to quath the
prefeat diffentions ia. the city, he fcceeded fo far as to be able to

4 Mr. Dasidin. © Thuans, I, Invie
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compel Tmbife the chicf magifirate, together with his faious ad- 2 Q.0 &
herents, to Teave the city. He likewife put the magifiracy into

the hands of the wiore moderate reformers, fct at liberty fuch of
the Walloon nobility as were fill in prifon, and procured for the
catholic inhabitants, liberty of private worthip, and fecurity from.
moleftation .

Wivnias laboured with 10 lefs earnefinefs to affuage the re-
fetment of the Walloons, who, although they had not been the
filt aggreffors, perfifted in their hoftle difpofition, with the moft
unconguerable obftinacy. By the artifices of Matthew de Mou=
Lard, bifhop of Aras, the count e La Lain, the marquis de Rou=
bais, and others of the nobility, who belield with decp malignity
William’s unrivalled credit and authority, the people had conceived
the moft incurable fufpicions, that, far from being a@uated by a
difinterefted attachment to the civil or religious liberty of the pro-
vinces, He intended only his own exaltation, and was preparing to
cftablifh it upon the ruius of the catholic faith.  They lent a deaf
ear theréfore to every plan of accommodation that was propofed,
either by the prince himfelf; or by Matthias and the States 5 whoy
they knew, were entircly dire@ed by his counfels "

e prince of Parma was too fagacious not to difcern the ad- The
varitage which this difpofition of the Walloons afforded him, for  ore
drawing them back to-their allegiance. Soon after the death of =
Don John of Auflria, he had, for this purpofe, begun a negocia-
tion!with their leaders ; upon which he had beflowed patticular
attention, in the ‘midft of thofe military oecupations in which
the fiege of Macflricht had engaged him. In order to fruf-
trate his endeavours, the prince of Orange and the States
remonfirated 1o the Walloons on the ‘infidelity which would
be'jultly impited to them, if they Mould enter into any feparate

1579
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tekims of agreement; and reprefented to them the danget to which
they would thereby expofe themfelves, as well as the other provin-
ces, of being again enthralled by the Spaniards. The Walloons
<ot not entircly diveft themfelves of the feruples, which thefe:
remonftrances were calculated to excite; nor were they free from
thofe apprehenfions of the Spanifh tyranny, by which the other
provinces were fo much difquieted. They had not forgot the feenes
of treachery and violence, of which they had been fo ofien wit-
neffes 3 ‘and found it difficult to rely on the promiles of thofe,
whofe infincerity they had o frequently experienced. On the other
hand, their bigotry, joined with the inveterate jealouly which the
nobility entertained of the. prince of Orange, formed an infur-
‘mountable obflacle againft any agreement with the Flemings. That
hatred with which they had ‘been long acuated againtt the Spa=
niards, began to yield to a more implacable averfion againft the,
‘proteflants ; and in this they were confirmed by.the addrefs of the
bifhop of Arras, and the other agents of the prince of Parmas
whofe propofals of accommodation they were now inclined to/em-
brace, provided it could be done confiftently with thofe folemn.
engagements, under which they had lately come to the other pro-
vinges. To thefe engagements, according to the feofe in which
they themfelves underfiood them, they adhered with inflexible
fidelity; and perfifted to the laft in requiring that all foreign troops
fhould be immediately difmifled; that the pacification of Ghent
fhould be fully exccuted; and that Philip fhould recognife their
right to form alliances either within or without the Netherlands,
in cafe of any infration on his part of the articles of this paci-
fication.

OF their feveral demands, there was none which the prince of
Parma found it fo difficult to digeft, as that of fending away the
by the
undifeiplined
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undifeiplined forces of the country ; and he dreaded that he fhould
be obliged to abandon the plan which he had formed, for fubdu-
ing'the maritime provinces.  The king, 1o whom he applied for
precife inftructions, was no lefs averfe to this conceffion.  But

Philip, eonfidering the recovery of the Walloons (the moft war-
like of all the inhabitants of the Netherlands) is a matter of the
Iaft importance ; efpecially in the prefent juncure, when his ex-
ehiequer was drained by the expence which he had incurred in the
conqueft of Portugal; and  hoping, that by the indulgent mea-
fures which he had refolved to efpoufe in his treatment of thé
Walloons, he fhould be able ere long o obtain their confent to
whatever he fhould require of them, e fent orders to Farnefe to
haten the conclufion of the treaty; and it was accordiogly con-
eluded in the following terms: That all foreign troops in the fer-
vice of the king, fhould leave the Netherlands in fix weeks, and
never return thither without the confent of the Walloon provinees :
that an army of national troops fhould be levied, to. the payment
of which the king might apply the fubfidies to be granted by the
States : that all perfons in public offices fhould take an oath to
‘maintain the catholic religion: that all the privileges of the pro=
vinces fhould remain inviolate : and that the government fhould
be preferved in the fame form in which it had beei left by the
Iate emperor when he refigned his dominions .

Tais treaty was figned, on the part of the provinces, only by
the deputies of French Flanders, Artois, and Hainault. The other
‘provinces were not called, ‘as Luxemburg had never concurred in
any of the late tranfations ; and the greateft part of Limburg and
Namur had already fubmitted to the king’s authority.

Trx prince of Orange, no firanger to the fecret motives of the
leading men among the Walloons, having forefeen that this agree-
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ment would certainly take place ; had, in order to provide a coun~
terpoile againil it, fet on foot a new treaty of alliance among the
provinces of Holland, Zealand, Utrecht, Guelderland, Friefland,
Brabant, and Flanders, This alliance was called the Union of
Utrecht, from the place where it was brought to a conclufion. It
may jullly be confidered as the firft foundation of the republic of
the United Provinces. Itis ftll regarded as containing the funda~
mental laws of the conflitution, and proves its author, by the
wifdom, moderation, and extenfive views which it diféovers, It
contaius ncither any avowal, nor any exprefs renunciation of thei
allegiance to Philip; but the provinces tacitly affame to themfclves
the fovereign authority, and lodge it partly in the general aflem-
bly of the States, and pardly in the States of the feveral provinces.
“The principal articles of this confederacy are thofe which follow
“ That the feveral provinces contrating, unite themielves toge-
ther in one political body, renouncing for ever the power of fepa=
rating from cach other; but referving each to it all the rights
‘which it poffeled before.

“TuaT the faid provinces fhall affift each other to repel the:
atacks of any foreign power ; and, in particular, to repel what
ever violence may be offered (o any of the contradling pasties, in
the name of the king of Spain, under the pretext of eftablifhing
the catholic religion, or on account of any tranfaction in the Ne=
therlands, fince the year 1558; leaving it always to the gene-
zality of the union to determine in what proportion cach province:
hall be obliged to furnifh its fupplics, either of money, or of
troops.

«TuaT in Hollnd and Zealand, no religion but that which is
already eftablifhed fhall be openly profeffed s and that the other pro-
inces fhall be at liberty to allow cither of the proteflant religion, or
the catholi, or both, as they themfelves hall judge expedient: that

reflitution
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véflitution fall be made of the effe@s which belonged to the con-

67
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veats and churches, in all the provinces except thofe of Holland ‘—~—r

and Zesland; and in thefe, that penfions fhall be appointed to
the popith ccclefiaics, o be paid them wherefoever they res

de.

«Tuar all frontier, and other towns, which the geveral and
proviacial States fhall think proper to fortify, fhall be fortificd
at the joint expence of the generality, and of the particular pros
vince in which they lie; but if the General States fhall on any
occafion think proper to build new forts, without the confent of
the particular vaxm in which they lie, the generality fhall fur-
nifh the whole expenc

“Tuar al fomf\ed towas fhll be obliged to zeceive fuch

appoiat, on
hall, befides their oath of allegiance to the General it ey
particulac cath to the province and town in which they are fla-
tioned.

“TuaT the General States fhall not conclude any peace or
truce, nor undertake any war, nor impofe any taxes, without the
confent of the majority of all the provinces and towns of the
union; and that on the other hand, no town o proviace fhall en=
ter into any alliance with any foreign prince or power, without
confent of the generality.

TuaT in cafe any prince or fate fhall incline 1o accede to
this alliance, he may be admitted, with the confent of all the
‘members of the confederacy.

“Tuar all the male inhabitanis of the provinces, from the
age of eighteen to that of fixty, fhall, in a month after the pubs
lication of the prefent treaty, inferibe their names in a regifler to
be laid before the General States at their firft aflembly, to affift
them i judging what forces each provine o able o furilh.

2 Tuat
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“THAT in order to procure the money necellary for the fup-
port of the forces, all the taxes fhall be farmed out publickly, to
thofe who fhall. make the higheft offer; and Tafly, that the
taxes fhall be heightened or lowered according as the General States
fhall judge the exigencies of the confederacy to'require.”

This confederacy was not immediately attended with thofe ad-
vantages which it was defigned and caleulated to produce. Tt be=
hoved the religious parties to experience, for fome time longer,
the mifchicvous effects of their intemperate zeal and bigotry, be-
fore they could live at peace. Tn feveral places, the people were
fill agitated by the moft violent animofity againft one another.
In Bois-le-duc, the proteftants and papifts todk arme, and coming
10 blows, had feveral hundreds of their number killed. Soon
after this; the proteftants, being feized with a fudden panic, aban-
doned the town to theic enemies, who immediately fubmitted to
the Spaniards.

Ix Antwerp, where the proteftant party was the moft powerful,
the people infulted the popifh ecclefiaflcs, when employed in one
of the folemn. proceffions of their religion; and in fpite of Mat-
thias and the prince of Orange, who interpofed their authority to
protedt them, they obliged them to leave the city.

Tites violences, which the reformers, impelled by their religi=
ous zeal, excercifed in Antwerp and other places, ferved only more
eafily to reconcile the catholics to the Spanith government; and
contributed not a litle to make feveral of the nobility forfake the
party of the States. Among thefe was count Egmont, fon of the.
great, unfortunate count Egmont. This young nobleman had
hitherto diftinguithed himfelf by his zeal againft the Spaniards
but relolving now to make his peace with them, he attempted,
with a regiment of Walloons, to render himfelf mafter of Bruflels,
in order to'deliver it to Farnefe ; and he facceeded fo far in his

defign,
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defign, a5 to get poflefion of one of the gates, and introduce his
troops into the city. The citizens ran inflantly to arms ; and, be-
ing joined by fome regular forces in the fervice of the States,
they quickly recovered the gate by a fingular fratagem.  Daving.
driven violently towards it, fome waggons loaded with hay and
fraw, they fet fire to thefe combuftible materials, and the wind
blowing the flame and finoke’ towards count Egmont’s foldiers,
they were: foon obliged to betake themfelves to flight. The
‘whole inhabitants had, in the mean time, got under arms, and Eg-
mont, with the ret of his men, was fhut up in the market place,
hemmed in on every fide, and without any profpect of deliver-
ance, | There they remained during that day and the night fol-
lowing; neither of the two parties being inclined to begin hofti-
litics.  The citizens mean while indulged heir refentment, by re-
proaching the count with his treachery, in forfaking thofe who
had taken arms o revenge his father’s death; calling out to him,
that onlyeleven years before, on the fame day of the year, and
in the very place where he then flood, his father had dieda martyr
for that cafe, which be now wanted fo bafely to betray. This
bitter remembrance drew tears from the young man's eyes. The
people were moved with that compaffion for the fon, which they
owed to the memory of the father, and confented to fuffer him and

his troops to Teave the town',

DuriNG the courfe of thefe tranfactions, conferences for recon-
ciling the Netherlands to Philip were held in the city of Cologn, at
the requeRt and undér the mediation of the emperor, the pope, and
the electors of Treves and Cologn. The pope fent thither Caf-
tagna, archbifhiop of Roffano, who afterwards atained the papal
dignity, and alfamed the name of Urban VIL The chicf of the
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509K emperor’s embally was count Sewartztuburg, ~ Philip named the
\—~— duke de Terra Nuova for his ambaffador, and the duke d’Asfchot
572 was at the head of the deputies from the States. From. this no-
mination of perfons of fo. great eminence and diftingtion, fuperfi-

cial obfervers were apt to imagine, that the negociation committed

to,them eould not fail to be brought to the defired conclufion.

But this was not the judgment of perfons of greater penetration:

They confidered, not ouly that the prince of Qrange, and the

other popular leaders, by whom the States were gaverned, had

already gone 100 far to, expedt forgivenels from the unrelenting.

temper of the king; but that the opinions of the reformers were

mare widely diffufed, and theic zeal, if poflible, more ardent than

ever. And as there was no reafon to believe that they would

ever be perfuaded to abandon their religion, fo there was litle

ground to hope that Philip's bigotry would fuffer him to agree to

any terms of peace, whilft they adhered to it. It was in reality

this caufe chietly, by which the prefent negociation, as well as all
preceding ones, was fruflrated.  Philip aéled on this occafion with

his ufual duplicity, and gave private infiructions to his ambaffa-

dor, of very different import from thofe which had been come
municated to the emperor®, At firft, he feemed willing to ratify

the pacification of Gheat; and by one of the articles of that treaty,

religion was to remain on its prefent footing, till a géncral affem-

bly of the States fhould alter it. ~ But in the courfe of the confei-

ences it appearcd, that the re-eftablifhment of papery was a con-

dition without which he would agee to no accommodation.  Nei-

ther would he confent 0 the convoking of the aflembly of the

States, nor to the ratifying the ele@ion of Matthias; and he

Aill infifted peremptorily, that all ciries. forts, and military flores,

*Suads, T v,
fhould
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fhould be immediately delivered into the hands of the prince of
Parma. In a word, the terms offered on this oceafion were, in
every material article, the fame with thofe which had been for-
merly rejeted by the provinces of Holland and Zealand, when
they flood alone, and unfapported by the other provinces ; and
therefore it is difficult to fuppofe that Philip could, from the be-
ginning, have intended any thing by the prefent negociation, but
to gratify the pope and emperor, at whofe defire it was begun.
BeroRre the diffolution of this congrefs, however, he humbled
himfelf fo far a8 to make private offers to the prince of Orange.

Thefe were, the payment of s debts, the refitution of his cfates, £

a compenfation for the lofles which he had fuflained during the
war, and the liberty of his fon the count of Buren, upon whom,
i the prince bimfelf Moald incline to retire into Germany, the
Xing promifed to beflow the government of Holland and Utrecht.
Thefe offers were made in Philip's name by count Scwartzenburg,
who pledged his faith for the frict performance of them. William
could not but be flattered with the teftimony which was thus given,
by an enemy fo great and powerful, of the dread that was enter-
tained of his abilities. But being fuperior to the allurements of
interefl, he preferred the glory of faving from ﬂlvcry a ptoplc

o confided in' his integrity, to all the advantages e or
his family could have derived from the favour of the kmg. “He
would liften to 10 propofal,” he faid, * that related to himfelf only.
He was confeious, that, in all his condud, he had been animated by
a difinterefied affection towards the public good; and o confide~
ration would induice him to enter into any agréement, from which
ihe States and people were excluded: but if #beir jut claims were
futisfied, he would not rejeét any terms for himfelf, which his
confeience and honour would fuffer him to accept "

1 Rt p.29. Grotr, . 66,
Saox
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Soox after this the congrefs was diffolved ; and no other effect
was. produced by it except that the duke d’Arfchot, and fome

il
F7 of other deputies of the States, embraced the opportunity, with which-

it furnifhed them, of reconciling themfelves to the king.

Tk negociations for peace did not cntirely interrupt the ope-
sations of the war, - By the affitance of the carholic inhabitants,
the prince of Parma acquired poffeflion of Mechlin; and fome time
afterwards of Villebrock: Thefe loffes. were compenfated to the
States, by fome acquifitions which their, forces fnade under the
count of Renneberg; who, befides reducing the province of Frief-
land, made himfelf mafler of Deventer and Groningen,. Tu the
fouthern provinces, the Flemings and Walloons were engaged in
perpetual hoftlities againft one another; but no exploit was per-
formed by cither party, fuficiently interefling and important to
deferye to be recorded,
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URING the courfe of the preceding tranfaclions in the
Netherlands, Philip was affiduoufly employed in preparing

to affert his claim to the Singdom of Portugal, an objed fitted to
inflame a more moderate ambition than.that of Philip, and worthy
of all the attention and expence which he-beflowed in order to ac-
quice it. Under a fucceffion of kings, who placed their glory in
promating commerce among.their fubjedts, and in making difco-
erics in the remoteft regions of the globe, the Portuguefe had
atiained a degree of confideration among the European nations,
from which the narcow limits of the kingdom, and the neighbaur=
hood of the Spanifh monarchy, feemed for ever.to exclude them.
Befides oftablifhing fettlements in Africa, and the adjacent iflands,
they had doubled the Cape of Good Hope, which no European
mariners had ever attempted, and had penctrated boldly into al-
moft every corner of the great eaflern ocean, difcovering lands
Vor. TI. L ill
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4ll then unknown, and founding cities, With a view to the ad-
vancement of their trade. - And not fatisfied with their acquifitions
in the Eaft, they had turned their arms towards America, and
planted in Brafil, that valuable colony, of which they Rill retain
‘poffeffion.

Jow the Third, the laft of thofe great kings under whofe go-
vernment the Portugucfe performed fuch mighty atchievements,
died feveral years before the prefent period; lcaving his throne
to Sebaftian, bis grandfon, who was then only three years old.
This young prince gave early indications of many fpleadid
accomplifhments, which excited in the minds of the Portuguefe
the, moft fanguine hopes of a profperous and happy reign; but
unfortunately for himfelf, as well as for his people, he was ani-
mated with the moft chiterical ambition, which led him not
to imitate the example of his illuftrious anceflors, by fiudying
to promote the true happinefs of his fubjets, but prompted him
jons, in order to propagate the Romifh

Tirrs paffion was cherifhed in him by Don Alexis de Menezes,
his governor, and Lewis de Camarra, a jefuit, his tator or in-
firutor 3 the former of whom was perpetually celebrating the
praifes of his predeceffors, on account of their vidlories over
the Moors in Africa and the Tndies while the latter impreffed his
young mind with a perfuafion, that it was the firt duty of &
Chriftian king, and the moft acceptable fervice which he could
perform to the Deity, to extend the knowledge of the true re
ligion. By thefe means, his ambition was inflamed to a degree
of madnefs; and, in order to accomplith that defign whicit
appeared fo meritorious and honourable, he once refolved to fil
with a fleet and army to India; nor could his courtiers perfuade
him to relinquifh that romantic project; til they propofed that,

in
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in place of it, he fould underake an expedition againft the P29 I

XVE.

jahometans in Africa. From this enterprize likewife his wifeft ——r'

M

counfellors laboured with much foliciude to. divere him; but
their exhortations proved ineffe@ual.  Scbafian adhered to his .
purpofe with inflexible obfinacy, and exerted bimflf, with
great adivity, in makiog preparations for carryiog it into ex-
ccution. -

1579

I the midt of thefe preparations an opportunity prefented it- Sut of Mo-

felf, which he confidered as a declaration of Heaven in favour
of his defign. On the death of Abdalla, king of Morocco, his
fon, Muley Mahomet, had feized upon the crown, in contra-
didtion to an eflablifhed law of fucceffion, that the kingdom fhall
devolve o the brother of the deceafed king. A civil war enfued,
‘and Mahomet, after having loft feveral pitched battles, was com=
pelled to leave his uncle, Muley-Molug, a prince of great sbi-
Jities and virtucs, in pofleffion of the throne. After attemptiog
o vain to engage Philip to efpoufe his caufe, Mahomet applied
{0 Sebaflian, and offered, if he would reinftate him in his do-
minions, to put certain towns into his hands, and to become
tributary to the crown of Portugal.

Semastian litened to thefe offers with the utmoft plesfire, Saatine-
i

and readily engaged to pals over himfelf to Africa with & flect iCiioee

and army.

"To ensble him to fulfil this engagement, he Dlicited afffance
in troops from his uncle the king of Spain, from fome Italian
powers, and (which fhews how ansious he was (o infure fuccefs)
from che prince of Orange.

I snfer to the application which he made o Philip, that
monarch propofed an.interview with him, in the town of Gua-
dsloupe in Caftile,  Sebaftan agreed (o this propofal; and the
Spanith hiftorians relate, that, in the interview which was held
o afierwards, Philip endeavoured to diffiade him from

B 3 Lz his

UVYA.BHSC



roo
XvL

1579

Hisarmy.

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

His intended enterprife; but that; having found him inflex-
ible, he promifed; before thiey pasted, to affit him with fifty
gallies and five thoufand men. Thiey add, that not long after,
Philip, dreading that the great number of Turks in the fervice
of Muley-Molue miight reduce Moroceo under the dominion
of the Sultan, made an offer of His friendfhip to that prince,
who, being likewife under apprehentions of danger from the

alliance, ‘The fume hiflorians inform us, that about this time
Philip obtained; through the interceflion of the Venetians, a
truce of three years from the Sultan; and that e was prompted
0 humble Himfelf fo fat, as thus to' treat with the inveterate
enemies of Chriftianity (which he had never vouchfafld 6 do
baforc), by the anxiety which he entertained with regard to the
tranfa@ions in the Netherlands *.

Tus prince of Orange was not lefs anxious concerning the
iffue of thefe tranfactions, yet his condué was extremely differ-
ent from that of Philip; whether it proceeded from his native
magnanimity, joined with a defire of giving proof, in the fight
of all Europe, of the firength of the confederate provinces, or
from the hopes of fecuring Sebaflian’s friendfhip to the confede-
racy in fome future period; by whichfoever of thefe motives
William was influenced on this occafion, he gave the kindeft
reception to Da Cofta, the Portugucte ambaffador, and afterwards
fent three thoufand Germans to the afiflance of Scbaftian ",

THESE troops, with ten thoufand Portugucfe, and fome Ttan
Tians and Spaniards that were fent him by Philip, notwithfland=
ing. his late treaty with Muley-Moluc, made up an army of
iftcen thoufind men.  With this army, and a great number of.
ploncers, Sebaftian fet fuil from Portugal, in the beginning of

* Femers, vohox. p. 306 313, » Thotnun,
fammer

VYA.BHSC




PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN:

fummer one thoufand five hundsed and feventy-eight; and landed
them all fafe at Arzile and Tangiers, where he was joined: by
Mahomet, the exiled King, with a-body of Moorifh troops.

Muzey-Movve, having reccived carly intelligence of his
defign, had endeavoured to divert him from it, by offering
Him certain territories adjacent 1o thofe fea-coalt towns in Afica
which belonged to the crown of Portugal. This heroic prince
hed been the more. folicitons to- prévent Sebaftian's. invafion,
Becaufe: he laboured under an inveterate difeafé, which He be-
lieved wouldfoon prove mortal; and ke was defirous’ to Teave
bis dominions i peace to his brother, whom he confidered as
his rightful heir. But when he' found Sebatian deaf 1o his
‘propofsl, he had'exerted all his native vigour in preparing for
s defence, and had drawn together an army confifting of more
than fixty thoufind Horfe and foor.

Wi this army he advanced towards e enemy, and when
He had arrived withi a fev miles of their camp, as e doubted:
the fidelity of a- part of his troops who had formerly’ been at-
tached to the intereft of His nephew, he publifhed a proclamation,
giving iberty to all, who (Kould incline, to pafs over to the Por=
tuguefe, But few of them embraced this opportuiity which wab
offerédthem. His magnaimity, and other virtues, had overcome-
their attachment to Mahomet, and determined them faithflly to-
fupport their prefent fovereign.

Sema fly intieated by
cers, and by Mahomet, who' was- greatly difeouraged at fecing o
fmall adefertion from his uncle's- army,  to. keep within his- in-
trenchments, near the fea-coaft, and not toexpofe his troops to the
riflc of a batde; but: that obfinate, imprudent prinee rejected
with difdain. this wholefome counfel, becaufe he thought tha
itvoured of timidity, and not only led out his army from the

4 camp:
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camp which he had fortified,’ but marched into the centre of the
country to meet the enemy.

Movuc’s diftemper, in the mean time, had made the moft
rapid progrefs; yet the firength of his mind was unabated. 1f he
had not dreaded the quick approach of death, he would have been
fatisfied with cutting off Sebaftian’s communication with his
fhips, and as the Portwguele were badly furnifhed with pro-
vifions, have brought the war to a conclufion without fighting 5
but he dreaded the effe@ which his death might produce upon
His troops, and therefore refolved o bring on, as foon 3 pof-
fible, a general. egagement,  Scbaftian's rafhnefs. rendered it
cafy for him to execute this refolution. - Without regard to the
great fuperiority of Molue’s forces, that infasuated prince ven-
tured to advance into an open country, Where the whole Moorifh
army, borfe as well as foot, could be employed. Moluc im-
proved, with great desterity, the advantage which was thus af-
forded him. Having drawn up his army in the form of a half-
moon, he went in his litter through all the raks, cxborting his
troops to remember, that their religion and liberty were at flake ;
and affuring them, that. whatever pretext Sebatian had offered
1o jullify bis prefent unprovoked invafion, his real defign was,
to reduce the Moors to flavery, and to_extirpate. their religion.
Then, after he had given all the infirutions which he lhonghl
nceeflary to enfure fuccefs, finding his firength almoft quite fpent,
he commitied the command of the army to his brother, and e~
tired to a litle diflance from the field.

T battle was begun with a furious difcharge of the artillery;
but the two armies came foon to clofe fight, and the Portuguele
infantry repulfed the Moors in different. places with  great
favghter. In the mean time. the Moorifh cavalry, amounting
to thirty thoufand, having wheeled round from both wings, had

inclofed
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inclofed the enemy on every quarter; immediately after -which,
they attacked them on the fanks, and in the rear, while they
swere purfuing. the advantage which they had. gained. over. the
Moorifh infantry. By the Portuguefe horfe, a body of the Moors
were repulfed, and driven. towards the. place to which Moluc had
setired.. Fired with indignation at the fight, he threw himfelf
out of bis liter, and having got on horfeback, by the affiftance
of his attendants, he rallied his flying troops, and was about to
lead them back ta. the field of battle.  But by this cxertion the
fimall remains of his firength were entirely exhaufted. His officers
feeing him unable to fupport himfelf on. his horfe, caried him to
his litter, where he fiinted, and only recovered to. defire. that
thofe about hiny would keep his death fecret, ill the battle (hould
e decided ; immediately after which, putting his finger on his
mouth, as a further injundtion of fecrecy, he expired:

A moxs fliiking difplay of firength,of mind occurs not in.the
annals of hiflory. Moluc was befides enducd with every amiable
and refpeQtable accomplitiment, being 10 lefs confpicuous for
jufice and generofity, and (which were rare endowments in @ na=
tive of Aftica) integrity and candor, than for prudence, vigor,
‘magnanimity, and fortitude. . By his bravery and conduct he de-
livered his kingdom from. the oppreffion of a tyranaical ufurper 5
and if he had lived, he would. have advanced it to a. degree of
profperity and.glory to which it has never at

L troops remained under a perfuafion, that be was filla fpec-
tator of their behaviour.  Great numbers of them fell. The Por-
tuguefe, the Spaniards, and Germans, fought with the moft un~
daunted intrepidity 3 but the horfe being driven upon. the foot,.
‘roke their ranks, and threw them into confufion.. The Moorih
cavalry then preffed forward in thoufands on every fide, md made

eadfll
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dreadful havoc among them, till almoft 4ll of them were cither
fain or taken prifoners.

SesasT1aAN himfelf, who fill furvived dhe fatal cataftrophy,
had, in of His troops, and in the beginning of the
engagement, a@ted the part of an expert commander ; and he gave
afterwards many confpicuous proofs of the moft heroic valour,
flying fror rank to rank, encouraging snd exhorting the troops;
‘expofing Himfelf to every danger ; and often mingling fword in
“hand with the thickeft of the enemy. Having had three horfes
lled under lim, and his Randard-bearer fain, bis fldiers, in the
‘confufion of battle, miftook another ftandard for his, which they

and Teft their king almoft al Th

ot o him, tht if he would furrendér, they swould fpare His life;
« But you cannot;” ‘replicd he,  preferve' my honour.” ‘Thea
accompanied orily by the count of Vimiofo, Chriftopher Tavora,
and Nutino de Maftaegnas, ‘he threw himfelf into the midft of
e enemy, and fought defperarely, till Vimiofo and Tavora fell
by s fide, and he himfelf, breathlefs and exhaufied, and unable
any longer to wicld s fivord, was feized, and difarmed by the
furrounding Moors.

Tresr men quarrelied with one another concerning their royal
prifoner, and from words they had ‘recourfe 1o arms; whea a
Mooifh officer coming up, put an end tothe difpute, by difcharg-
ing a furious ftroke of his fabre on the head of e king .

“Tn this maniner perithed the brave, but safh Sebaftian; whofe
fate affords a fsiking inflance of the pernicious tendency of cou
sage and ambition, when they are not tempered with prudence and
moderation.  About eight thoufand of his troops were killed, and
A0 the reft, except a few who efeaped to Arzile and Tangers, were

 iThe accosnt ofScbain'sdesh res eiely an thetefizony of Don Nunna de Mafia
gt who wes s g e s s Do Thoo ik thre was sy eson for call e
qgeeion shough g Seatin i &
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seduced to flavery. . OF the nobility, the greatelt part were flaa;
and feveral of the moft illuftrious families in Portugal became ex-
tin@*,

8

300K
VI,

Do Henry, grand uncle of Sebaflian, a cardinal and a prieft, Don s

fucccedel 10 the throrie; but being of a weak and fickly con-
fitution, and faf advanced in years, there was lttle probabiliy,
cither that he would live long, or that be would leave any iffuc
behind him : and his hort reign ferved only to give the feveral
pretenders to his kingdom an opportunity of preparing to affert
their claims to the fucceffion.

Tue candidates were feven in number : the dutchefs of Bra-
ganza, the king of Spain, the duke of Savoy, Don Antonio Prior
of Crato, the duke of Parma, Catherine of Medicis, and the fov
seign pontiff.

Tae four itlt were grand-children, of Emaruel the Great, fa-
ther of Henry. The dutches of Braganza was daughter of prince
‘Edward, Emantcl’s fecond fon ; Philip was fon of the emprefs
Tfabella, his cldeft daughter ; the duke of Savoy, of Beatrix his
younger daughter ; and Don Antonio was a natural fon of Lewis,
whowasa younger fon of Emanuel, and brother to the prefent king.
“The duke of Parma vas great grandfon of Emanuel, by a daughter
of the above-mentioned prince Edward.. The Queen-mother of
Frarice founded Hier claim on her fuppofed defcent from Alphonfo
1L who died about three hundred years before the prefent pe-
riod ; and the pope pretended that Portugal was feadatory to the
fee of Rome, and belonged to him, fince the male-heirs in the di-
reft Tine were extind, ~ Gregory had conceived  violent defire to
‘make his natural fon a king, and e had once flattered himfelf with
‘the hopes of making him king of Treland, through the affitance

 Mabonet, dhe exiled King was drowsed insiemprog to make i eeape § nd Haonr,
Maley Moloes broter, fucesded to the thron of P 3ed Morocco.
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of Philip. Bt asit is inconceivable how he could ever expe@t to'
perfuade Philip o quit bis claim, fo nothing but folly or dotage
could have determined him to profecute his own, in oppofition to
1 powerful an antagonift.

Tue pretenfions of Catherine of Medicis, and her hopes of
fuccefs, if fhe ever entertained any, were not lefs chimerical than
thofe of the pope. It can hardly be believed, that this political
princefs could, in her prefent competition, have any other end in
view, but to bftrudt the ambitious defigns of Philip, and to fur-
nifhs the court of France with a precence for oppofing him.

From the dukes of Savoy and Parma, Philip: knew that he
fould ot meet with oppofition ; fince, befides that his claim was
better founded than theirs, thefe princes were in clofe alliance with
Yim, and depended much upon his fupport and prote@tion.  Could
Don Antonio have proved his mother's marriage, his right to the
throne would have been unqueftionable, He attempted to prove
it, but in vain. Still, however, he perfifted in his purpofe, and
with fome addrefs and great a@ivity, he gained over a confidera-
Dl party among the people. Moft of the nobility, on the other hand,
and the king himfelf, who knew the vanity of Antonio’s preten-
fions to legitimacy, were inclined to fupport the claim of the
dutchefs of Braganza®; whofe right, they thought, was clearly
preferable to that of Philip, not only becaufe fhe was defcended
from Emanuel by a male, and Philip by a female ; but becaule an
ancicnt and fundamental law requireds that the crown fhould not
be inherited by a franger.

PuiLiv’s agents at the court of Libon allowed; that if the
dutchefs of Braganza’s father had been alive, his title would have
been indifputable ; but they maintained, that fince he had died

© The duke of I
ol

imlf vas fprang, hough ot in 3 v lie, from the soyal
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ithout attaining poffeffion. of the throne, nothing but the degree
of confanguinity to Emanuel ought to be regarded ; and thatas the
" dutehefs and qual in that refpe,
a male beforea female. And they farther infited; that the law which
e frangers from inheriting the crown, was not applicable

Caftile.

Bustoes thefe confiderations, which had very litdle weight, ex-
cept with thofe’ who were for other reafons inclined to efpoufe
Philip's ingereft, the duke de Offns, his ambaffador, endeavoured
to imprefs the ferupulous and timid mind of Heary with a per-
foafion, that, in oppofition to fo powerful a competitor as the king
of Spain, it would be impoffible for the duke of Braganza to mai
tain poffeffion of the throne; and that the fruits of all the glorious
diftoveries and conquefls which had been made by his father and
brother would be loft, and the kingdom itflf involve
lamities of war.

Henry’s deflre to prevent thefe unhappy confequences, deter-
mined him to proceed with great deliberation in ing the
pleas of the contending parties. He confulted civilians in dif-
fesent parts of Eucope, and called a convention of the States of

togive pinion with refpect

proper to be purfued. The members of the convention differed
widely in their fentiments from each other, and while fome of them
advifed him, without delay, to nominate for his fucceffor whichfo-
ever of thie competitors he thought fit, others exhorted him deli-
berately o examine the feveral claims that had been offercd.
Tn compliance with this Taft advice the candidates were cited to
appear; and they all fent commiffioners, who pleaded the caufe
of the princes whom they reprefented, before Henry, as they
would have pleaded any ordinary point of right before a civil
judge.

the ca-
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Tirs extraordinary trial, in which fo great attention fecined to
be paid to juftce, was fited to the fecble and irrefolute charadter,

i a5 well as 10-the habits of the King, who had pent his Iie in

liftening to the idle difputes of theologians. - But his condut was
feverely cenfred by all men of prudence and underflanding, They
confidered that the fate of kingdoms can almoft never be decided
by the forms or principles of law; and they regarded this farcical
trial, not only as ufelefs for the purpofe which was intended, but
as calculated to divide the kingdom into fa@tions, which mult
fooner or later produce a civil war.

He ought in the beginning, it was fiid, to have declared hini-
R in favour of the dutchefs of Braganza, whofe right, accord~
ing to the moft common and cbvious law of facceffion, was un-
queftionable; and who, befides, was much more acceptable to
the nation, than any other of the candidates. He ought, after
this, to have canfed her right to be recognifed by the convention
of the States, who wouldcheerfully have confented to acknowledge
it; he ought to have required an oath of allegiance to her, in the
event of his own demife, from the army, and.all perfons in pub-
Jic offices; and then, inflead of 1ofing his precious time in con-
fulting and deliberating, he ought to have employed it, in putting
the Kingdom into a pofiure of defence agaioft the king of Spain.

Bur Henry was incapable of forming any refolution that
required fo much courage, vigor, and adtivity. He was no lefs
atiached to the dutchefs of Braganza, and 0o lefs averfe from
Philip, than his nobility and people;; yet he fill continued to de-
liberate as if he had expected to live for many years.. e

T order to extricate himfelf from this perplexity, Henry began
to think ferioufly of & propofaly which had been made to him by
fome of his counellors, to marry ; and accordingly, notwithfland=

i
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ing his great age, his infirmities, and bis having. borne fo long
the charader of a priefl, he feat an ambaffador to folicit a difpen-
fation from the pope.  There was litle probabiliy of his living

to fulfil his intention, and much lefs of his leaving any iffue be-
hind him ; yet Philip, being greatly alarmed at his defign, fent
Ferdinand de Caftello, a Dominican Friars to diffuade him from
it, by reminding him of the offcnce which his marriage would

give to all true catholics, and the triumph it would afford to
the Lutherans, -and other fe@tries of theage s and when Henry
refufed to admit Caftello to an audience, a circumflance that

him, than any which he had hitherto reccived; he employed all
Tis interelt at Rome, to prevent the 'pope from granting’ the

difpenfation.

1 the mean time he fpared no pains to conciliate the favour
of the principal nobility ; and having fpread his emiffaries over
the kingdomy, he publifhed a manifefo, in vindication of his tile,
calling upon the people to turn their eyes towards bim, as the
only perfon who would have a right to-the throne afier the de~
ceale of the prefent king. ~ This macifelo, while it incenfed:
Henry more than ever againft him, ferved in no degree the pur<
‘pofe for which it was defigned.  The Portuguefe entertained the
thoughts of falling under the dominion of the Caftiians with an.
hereditary and: violent ‘averfion ; and there was riothing in the
charadter of Philip by which their prejudice conld be overcome.

Ir Henry had availed himfelf of this difpofition afhxs fubjlﬂx,

of Braganza for his fu
the whole kingdom would have coneurred to (npporl her ch\m 5
and o great a force might lave been prepared, as, with the afift-
ance of forcign povrs, would have cither determined Philp t3
‘abandon his defs

sution.
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cution.  But as the duke and dutchefs of Braganza were deterred
from exerting themfelves, by their dread of Philip, and the weak
irrefolute condu of the king; fo Heary fiill: flattered himfelf
with the vain conceit, that Philip, as well as the other compe-
titors, would fubmit to his decifion,

Towanrps his nephew, Heary acted with much lefs hefitation
and referve, than towards the other candidates,  Having obtain=
ed a bull from the pope, empowering it t judge of Antonis
claim to legitimacy, he examined the witnelles whom Antonio
‘produced to prove his mosher’s marriage s and, having extorted
from two of them a confeffion, of their haviog been fuborned,
while the other two contradiied each other in delivering their
evidence, Henry, on this foundation, joined with the circum-
flance of the Prior's being mentioned hy his father in his latter
will as his natural fon, paffed fentence, declaring him to be ille-
gitimate,

Antoxio had influence afterwards to peefuade the pope to e
cal his bull, on the pretence of the king’s having exceeded his
powers. By this treatment Henry was highly exafperated both
againlt the pope and Don Antonio; and he indulged his refent-
‘ment againll the latier, by banithing' him firlt from the court,
and aficrwards from the kingdom. In obedieace to this fentence,
Antonio retired for fome time into Calile; but he foon returned,
and found, that his uncle’s conduct towards him had not produced
that effect upon the people which Henry had expe@ed. Their.
attachment to_the Prior remained as firong as evers and, as no
pains were taken to form a party in the intereft of the dutchefs of
Braganza, great numbers of the people were entirely devoted to,
him, and regarded him as their only refource againft the tyranny
of Spain, a3

Frox
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Frost this difpofition of the people; together with the adtivity
swhich Antonio difplayed in augmenting the number of ks parti-
zans, Philip perceived that he muft not fatisfy himfelf with ar-
guments, manifeftos, #d private applications to individusls, but
muft refolve to fupport hia claim by force of arms. Agreeably
to this relohition, he ifued orders for levying troops in Spain,
Tuly, and Germany; and gave inftruions to the marquis de
Santa Groce to hold the fleet in readinefs for aqion. He was
aware how much  reafon e had to expect oppdfition from
foveral of the European powers ; and; in/order to prevent them
from being alarmed, he caufed a report 1o be propagated, that,
having entered lately into an alliance with the new king
socco, bis prefent milltary preparations were intended for an ex-

.+ pedition which he had agreed 0 undertake, in conjunction with

that monarch, againft Algiers. ‘This pretext ferved: the purpofe
which he defigned 5 and neither the king of France, nor the queen
of England, nor any Italian or German prince, foemed to attesid
to his operations.
| In the mean time Heary's health declined daily, and all
about him perceived that his death was faft approaching, < He
appeared now more defirous than ever to have bis fucceffor fixed 3
and having for this purpofe fummoned the States to meet at Al«
‘merin, he feems to have refolved to declare himfelf cither in
favour of the king of Spain, o the dutchefs of Braganza, accord~
ingg as he fhould find the one or the other of thefe competitors
‘moft acceptable to the. Smu. But the members of this aflem~
bly could not agree. of the nobility and lw!cf'l‘h(-
had, by different means, b<=n gained over to the inte
Philip, while: the deputies of the cities were animated with n.=
moft irreconcilable averfion o his perfon and government, ¢
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I the"midit of their deliberations and difputes the king died,
leaving the nomination of his fucceffor to five perfons, to whom he
committed the regency of the kingdom.

Tie frlt a of the adminiftration of the regents was to fend
ambaffadors to Philip, to diffuade him from having recourfe to°
arms, till, according to the will of the late king, they fhould de-
Jiver their judgment concerning his right to. the fucceffion.  But
1o this requeft, Philip, whofe preparations were pow complete,
gave the following reply: * That his right was clear and indif-
putable; that he would not fubmit it either to the regents, o to
the States, and that he did not defire to have any judgment what-
ever pafled in confirmation of it.”

By this anfwer the regents were thrown into great perplexity.
A majority of them ftood well ‘affedted towards Philip, but they
were prevented from declaring in his favour, by their dread of the
indignation of the people, and were obliged to.iflue orders for
equipping the fleet; and firengthening the fortifications. and gar-
rifons of the fronticr towns. But the great exertion which had
been made Tately by Sebaftian, and the exhaufted flate to which
the kingdom had been reduced, by the numberlefs expeditions to
India and America, from which no fruit had been yet derived,
fufficient to compenfate cither for the expence which they had
cof, or thelofs of men which they had occafioned, rendered it
impoffible for the regents, if they had been ever fo much inclined,
to fecure the kingdom againft fo great a force as the Spanifh mo=
narch had prepared.

Hirs army, “including four thoufand pioncers, amounted to
hirty-five. thoufand men, and his fleet confifted of thirty men,
of war, feventeen frigates, and feventy gallies and fhips of
burdea loaded with provifions and military flores, It was

ot
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ot Tikely that fo great a fleet and army would find employ-
ment in fabduing a kingdom fo ill prepared for defence, and
fo much weakened by intefline disifions, as Portugal at the prefent
period, Bt befides that Philip was, from natural temper, genex
rally cautious to excefs in his military eaterprifes, it fhould eem
that, in the prefent cafe, he regarded the importance of the prize
more than the difficulty of attaining it; unlefs it be fuppofed, that
he Mill had reafon to apprehend that the French and Englith
would interpofe.

Hu gave the command of the flect to the marquis of Santa
Croce, who was reckoned the ableft naval officer in Spain. Buthe.
efitated for fome time with regard to the perfon whom he thould
place at the head of his and-forces:  His hefitation, however, did
ot proceed from any doubt which he entertained with regard o the

it and abilities of his generals.  For the duke of Alva was fill
alive; whom Philip knew.to be poffefled of every qualification
sequifce to fecure the fuscels of his intended enterprife.

‘ALv, upon his return from the Netherlands, had been aduit-
ted by Philip t0 the fame degree of favour and confidence which,
he had formerly enjoyed. But his fon, Dot Garcia de Toledo,
Laving debauched one of the maids of honour, undec a promie
of mariage, Philip had put him under awrefl, and given orders
that he Mould not be releafed til he fhould confent to fulfil his
engagement: notwvithflanding which, his father had afiled him
in making his clcape and, in order cffedually to difappoint the
King's intention, had concluded a marriage: betwveen him and his
coufin, a daughter of the marquis of Villena.

Parvir, highly provoked with this contempt of his autho~
rity, bad banifhed the duke from court, and confined him ©©
the caflle of Uzeda. ~ Alva bore this indignity with extreme impa-
dence, and. perfuaded the pope, and fome ether forcign princes,

Vor. II. N 3
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HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

to employ their intereeffion in Tis behalf; but all his applications:
for forgivencls had hitherto been incffectual, and he had remain-
ed almoft two years in confinement.  This feverity, exercifed, for
£o fmall an offence, towards an old friend and fervant, in the e~
dline of life, was by fome afcribed to Philip’s imperious temper,
and his implacable refentment ; whilft others faid, that he had
been long difgufled with Alva’s arrogance; and that the
duke’s condut in the affair of his fon, was only a pretence
which Philip made ufe of, to juflify KimfeIf for difmifing from
Tis prefence a man whofe temper and manners were be-
come intolerable.

To whichfoever of thefe motives Philip's treatment of Alva
could be aferibed, it was expeted, that neither his pride, nor his
natural fufpicion and difiruft, would have fuffered him to commit
the charge of an enterprife of fo great importance as the prefenty
0 one towards whom he had fhewn Bimfelf fo inexorable ; and it
excited great furprife, when he fent two of his fecretarics to the
duke, to inquire whether his healdh would permit him to under-
take the command of the army which be had prepared for the
conqueft of Portugal. To this inquiry, Alve, without hefitatior,
seplicd, that e was ready to devote the lttle health and frength
that were left bim to the fervice of the king; and immediately af-
terwards he fet out for Barajas to receive his inftru@tions.  He de-
fired liberty to pay his refpeets to Philip at Madrid. But fo un-
gracious was this pririce even towards fuch of his minifters as he
efteemned the mofl, and fo incapable of entirely forgiving any of-
fence or injury, that he refufed to grant him admittance iato his
preferice; and, having tranfmitted his inftru@ions to him at Ba-
sajas, he ordered bim to join the army as foon as pofible. Thofe
who xemembered the barbarous cruelty which Alva had exercifed
in the Netherlands, were not forry for the mortification which he

2 fuffered
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nflexible fidlity fo besoming in a fubject towards bis fovereign,
which determined him, in the extremity of old age, to expofle
himfelf to all the hazards and hardfhips of war, in order to ad-
varice the interclt of a prince by whom he had been treated fo
ungratefully.

Fron Barajas Alva went, as foon as he had received his in= Marchof be

firagtions, to join the troops, which were affembled at Badajox; .
Tk rstor

and foon afterwards he began his march towards Elyas and Oli-
enga. Thefe, and all the other towns which lic north from the
Tagus, as far a5 Setubal, on the weftern coafl, though extremely
averfe to the Spanifh government, yet being utterly unprepared

PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN. ot
fuffered on the prefent occafion; but they could not with-hold » 9.0 &
the tribute of applaufe which was duc to him, on account of that {Suals

for reliftance, opencd their gates, and proclaimed Philip for their
fovercign.
i The marquis de Santa Croce, who had fet fuil with the fet
s from Port S, Mary, near Cadiz, found the fame facility in reduc-

! ing Faro, Lagos, and other towns on the coaft of Algarva and
Antejo s and he came in fight of Setubal, in a few days after the.
arrival of the land-forces at that place.

‘HiTHERTO almoft no blood had been fhed, and neither the fleet Progreicf
sor army had met with any oppofition to retard their  progrefs: g7
il “The duke of Alva intended next to march without delay to the ca~

‘pital, but it was necefry, he thought, to proceed now with greater
circumipe@tion than before, as Don Antonio had drawn together a
confiderable body of forces, had been admitted into Lifbon, where
he was proclsimed king by the people, and had firengthencd
feveral of the towns and forts by which the Spanifl army muft

pafs in their approach to that city.
Titrsr ways of reaching Lifbon were propofed in @ council of
svar that was ild on this oceafion. O of thefe was to erofs the.
Tagus,
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Tagus, fome miles above the city, at the towns of Almerin and
Santaren 3 another, to fend round the fleet to Almada, and 1o put
the troops on board at that place, which lies almot direaly oppo-
fite to Lifbon ; and the third, to carry the army round by fea
from Setubal to Cafeacs.  The two fiet of thefe ways was thought
preferable 1o the 1afl, by moft of the offecrs, becaufe they were
fafec; yet the laft was embraced by the duke of Alva. He ac-
Tnowledged the juftnefs of swhat his officers advanced in fupport
of their opinion, buit he obferved, that, as the flect was at hand,
the army could be immediately put on boards; that the paflage to
Cafeaes was. not long, and that, as the enemy were il prepared
for their defence, his fuccefs would be grealy faciliuted by the
celerity of his approach.

Avvawas not difsppointedin his expeQation of the effed which
i fudden arrival was calculated to produce upon the Portugucfe.
They were drawn up along the fhore, as if they had intended o
difpute s landing but no fooner hadthe (hips begun to fire
upon them, than they retired, and fuffered him to land, and puc
his men in order, without giving him the fmalleft molefiation.
They might fill have obfiruéled his approach o Cafcacs, as his
road thither lay over o hill, defended with a battery of canaon,
and full of rugged rocks and brambles, of which Don Diego de
Menefes, commander in chicf of the Portugucfe under Don An-
tonio, had taken poffeffion with between three and four thoufsad
men. Alva ordered the Spaniards to attack them, without being
deterred, cither by the firength of the ground, or the number of
the encmy.  An old experienced officer, of the name of Bariettos,
an intimate friend of Alva’s, afked him in a whifper, Whether his
attempring, with fo little precaution, to_difladge an enemy fo.
firongly ftuated, did not refemble the a@tion of an ardent young.
warsior, rather than that_of an experienced general? Alva fmil-

ed,

Lansiyo.
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«d, and replicd, That a good generl oughty on fome occafions, ©
cmploy the pradence and circumfpedion of old age, and in others,
the ardour and confidence of youth. The cvent ewed that his
condudt, though apparendy rafh, was well adapted to the prefent
circamflances. | ‘The Spaniards, infpired with their gencral’s con=
fidence, advanced boldly, and the Portuguce (almoft all of whom
were raw and undifciplined) retreated, without waiting for theic
approachi.

Avva laid fiege immediately aftersiards to the town and caflle
of Caffacs, and by the brifknefs of his operations, he foon com=
pelled the garrifon to furrender. - But on this oceafion ke fulled
that renown which his wifdom and vigour would have procured
Him, by the eraelty which he exercifed towards fuch of the Por-
tuguefe as had thrown.themfelves upon bis mercy. I violation
of his promife to Don Antonio e Caftro, lord of Cafeacs, who
b joined him upon his et arrival in the Kingdom, he gave up
the town to be plundered by the Spaniards, and having fent all the
{oldiers in the garrifon to the gallies, he put to death, without any
Sorm of trial, Don Dicgo de Menefes, a nobleman of an illufirious
Samily, and one who, on accouns, of his perfonal merit, was uoi
verfally refpetted and beloved: o, this bacbarity Alva was
prompted by private xelentment againtt Menefes *; althaughy it
may be prefumed, that he swould.not have veptured (o indulee it
on the prefent oscafion, had he not known that his conduct was
conformable to the fentiments of the king. It was caleulated to
nfpice the Portuguefe with terror, but it erved likewife more than
ever to alienate their affections; and confidering how much fu=
perior the Spanifh fleee and army were, 1o, any force which had
been prepared to oppofe them, it could not be caloured with the
tyrants ordinary plea of necefity.

© Thasaws, € Tex €5
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Froxt the town of Caftacs, Alva led his army againft the forts
of St. John and Belen, both which he foon reduced to the necel-
fity of furrendering ; and being feconded in his operations by the
fleet, the example of thefe places was quickly followed by Alma-
da, and almoftall the other fortified towns on both fides of the
siver.

Durine thefe tranfaltions Don Antonio, after having, from a
conftioufnefs of the weaknefs of his party, effayed in vain to ob=
tain advantageous terms from Philip, had pitched his camp, with
all the forces which he could colle€®, on the eaft fide of the river
of Alcantara, on ¢he road to Lifbon.

Avva amufed himfelf for feveral days with the hopes of an ac-
commodation, in order to afford time for the operation of a fpirit
of defpondency that prevailed in Antonio’s army. Meanwhile he
omitted not to i i i
fituation and firength of his camp ; and, on the 2th of Auguft, he
refolved to attack it. Before he could approach the entrenchments,
it was neceffary that he fhould make himfelf mafter of the bridge
of Alcantara, or lead his army to a confiderable diftance. up the
river, the banks of which were fo fleep and rugged, as rendered
it impoffible to tranfport cither horfe or foot in fight of the enemy.
Having drawn up his main army in order of battle, dire@ly oppo-
fite to the Portuguefe camp, he fent the horfe under his fon Fer=
dinand de Toledo, and two thoufand felect infantry, under Sancio
@Avila, 10 crofs the river feveral miles higher, where the banks
were practicable, whillt he ordered Colonna, with the Italians, to
make an affault upon the bridge.

CoLoNNAs troops were twice repulfed; but in the third onfet
being fupported by a body of Germans, which the Duke fent to
their
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their affitance, they drove the Portuguefe before them, and fecur-
«d poffeffion of the bridge.

SooN afterwards Toledo and d’Avila appeared. The Portu-

Defeatof dhe
Porugacts
ander Ao

guefe, aftonifhed at the fight of them, and dreading that their com- nio.

‘musication with the cicy might be intercepted, threw down theic
arms after a fhort refiftance, and betook themfelves to flight.  The
Spaniards purfued, and flew betsween two and three thoufand be-
fore they could reach the town.

Dox Antonio, who difplayed on this occafion neither fortitude
nor condu@t, had fled with his troops o Lifbon. There he knew
that he could not remain long in fufety, as, befides the infufficiency
of the fortifications, the magiftrates, and many of the inbabitants,
were difaffeed to his intereft; and therefore, immediately after
releafing all the prifoners in the city (a poor expedient 1o recruit
bis ruined army), he fet out, attended by the count de Vimiofo,
and the bihop of la Guarda, with a finall number of troops, for
the town of Santarcn.

Tiis magifirates of Lifbon did not hefitate a moment in refolv-
ing 1o fubmit to the conqueror, and the town was, immediately
afier the battle, delivered into his hands. The Portuguefe flcct at
the fame time {truck their colours to the marquis de Santa Croce,
and received fuch 2 number of his Cafllians on board as gave him
the entire command.

I was now become Philip’s intereft to provide for the fecurity
of Lifbon and its fuburbs, as much as for that of any of
in Spain; and Alva fo far fulflled his engagement with the ma-
gillrates, o5 to prevent any formidable number of his troops from
entering the town; but he gave up the fuburbs (which were ac
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that time no lefs confiderable than the town itfelf?) to be ranfack~
ed and plundered, withont making any diftin@tion between the
friends and enemies of the king. He fuffered them likewife to
pillage the houfes of fuch of the inhabitants within the towwn as
had difcovered any attachment to Don Antonio, and he allowed
parties to go out and plunder all the country and villages in the
neighbourhood. A Spanifh hiflorian fays, that the foldiers com-
ed thefe enormities without the duke’s permiffion, yet no pu=
nifhment was ever inflited on them, and no reftitution was ever
made to the many thoufand innocent perfons, who were involyed
in the fame common ruin with the guilty.

Arrer o condu@ fo barbarous and impolitic, there was Title
reafon to expect that the people of Lifbon would be able foon to
overcome their averfion to the Spanifh government.  From theiz
dread of Alva's tyranny they took the oath of allegiance which was
preferibed to them ; and, from the fame motive, they were prefent
at thofe public rejoicings which he appointed to be celebrated on
account of his fisccefs 3 but being unable to conceal the anguifh of
their minds, the acclamations which they uttered were. feeble, and
intermixed with fighs and groans.

Tue duke of Alsa’s joy, foon afier his entrance into Lifbon,
swas interrupted by intelligence which he received from Spain, that
Philip had fallen fick, and that his phyficians were extremely ap-
prebenfive of the ifiue of his diflemper. Alva knew that the
Ying's deatl, at this crifis, would probably render all his labours
and fccefs in Portugal abortive, and therefore he fufpended for a
while the profecution of the war.

Tn this interval Don Antonio exerted himfell with great adi-
vity, and employed every expedient which he or his partizans

* Thasnas €. Itk 6 5
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could devife to raife another army, flattering himfelf with the
hope of being able to maintain his ground, il the French, or
fome other foreign power, fhould be perfuaded to cfpoufe his caufe.
Tn the town of Santaren he had lately been reccived by the people
as their only rightful fovereiga, and every mark of affection and
refpec had been fhewn him; yet fo great a change had bis defeat
and flight produced, that they refufed to admit him within the
town, ill he engaged that he fhould not remain i it beyond ali-
mited time; and, immediately after his departure, they fent am=
balladors to the duke of Alva, with an offer of fubmiflion.

Fron Santaren Antonio dire@ted his courfe northwards, and in
the province which lics between the Minho and Douro, he pre=
vailed upon eight or nine thoufand of the inhabitants to take up
arms. With thefe wmultuary troops he procured admitiance;
partly by foree and partly by perfuafion, firl into Aveiro, and
afterwards into the city of Oporto; but in both thefe places he
excrcifed a degree of feverity towards thofe whom he fafpedled to
be his cnemies, that was extremely ill calculated to inereae the
number of his friends.

Hz remained at Oporto till he was informed that the duke of
Alva, being delivered from his anxiety with regard to the king's
health, had fent a part of His forces agaiuft him, under Sancio
@Avila, who was advancing towards the banks of the Douro
with great D'Avila had under his command only five or
fix thoufand horfe and foot, and Antonio’s army confifled of about
nine thoufand; but from paft experience, the latter was decply
fenfible of the difference between his undifciplined forces and
thofe of d*Avila, and he was well acquainted with the charafter
of that general; who, in the Netherlands, and other places, bad
given the moft confpicuous proofs of military fkill and intrepidity.
Tis fafety he knew depended on his preventing the Spaniards
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from croffing the Douro, which, for many miles above Oporto,
was fo decp and rapid, that without boats they could not atempt.
to pafh it. - Heexerted himfelf therefore with diligence in remov=
ing. the boats and barks. from the fouth fide of the river, and
planted his troops at different places on the north fide, to watch
the motions of the enemy.

In the mean time d'Avila advanced, and took poffeffion of
Villanovs,  lttle town which flands oppoite to Oporto.  From
that place he fent a party of his troops in fearch of boats ; who
seturned without fuccefs: but d'Avila being efolved to omit
nothing in his power to accomplifh his defign, fent them back
with orders to purfue their march a great way furtber up the
viver, which they did accordingly, and collected about twenty
boats, from places at fo great a diftance from Oporto, that Anto-
nio had judged it uancceffary to remove them.  Still, however,
‘moft of the Spanifh officers thought it impracticable to effectuate
their paffige with fofmall a number ; and it was impofEble to bring.
them down the river, on account of fome armed veflels which An~
tonio kept ready to intercept them. To remedy this inconveni-
ence, d"Avila ordered a part of his troops to march up to the place
where the boats lay, and there he tranfported them, without oppo-
fition, to the other fide. Thefe troops had time to intrench them=
felves, before the enemy received intelligence of their landing ; and,
under the fhelter of their intrenchments, the reft of the forces
were immediately carried over in the fame wa

Trs unexpeed fuceels in ‘the beginning of his enter-
prife, gave d'Avila the higheft affurance  of viGtory, and de-
‘monftrated how little reafon he had to dead the efforts of an
encany, who, on fo eriteal an occiion, had fhewn themfelves fo
deficint both in courage and vigilance. The condu@ afiee-
wards was

3 Spaniards
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Spaniards to land in fmall bodies, one after another, gave reafon to
expedt. D'Avila drove them before him, till, with very little blood-
fhed, they were entirely routed and difperfed. This ative ge-
neral loft o time in fending a party of horfe in purfuit of Don
Astonio, who had fled, accompanied by & finall number of his
partizans, to Viana, a town on the fea-coaft near the northern
frontier of the kingdom. Upon the approach of the Spaniards
0 that place, he attempted to make his efeape by fea, but was
driven back by a violent florm, which overtook him foon after he
had embarked. He then difniffed his attendants, and, difguifing
Bimfelf in the drefs of 2 common failor, eluded the fearch of his
‘purfuers,  Philip bad recourfe to his favourite weapon, a profcrip-
tion, and offered a reward of €ighty thoufand ducats to any perfon
who fhould deliver him into his hands. Notwithitanding this, fo
great was the averfion of the Portuguefe towards the Cafllian go-
vernment, or fuch theirattachment to Antonio, that o perfon was
tempted by the proffered reward, either to feize him, or to give
information of the place of his retreat,  Antonio remained in the
country between the Minho and Douro from November tll May,
living fometimes in the houfes of the nobility, and fometimes
‘monafteries and convents, till he found an opportunity of going
by fea to France.

Arrex the difperfion of the Prior's army, all the towns be-
twveen the Minho and Douro opened their gates, and fubmitted to
the conqueror,- The regents appointed by the late king had fome
time before declared themfelves for Philip; and the duke of Bra-
ganza, who feemed to have defpaited from the beginning of being
able to affert his wife's tide to the throne agsinft fo potent an an-
tagonifl, had taken the fame oath of fidelity and allegiance that

s required from others.
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The colonies in America, Africa, and the Indies, which be-
longed 1o the crown of Portugal, quickly followed the example
of the mother-country ; nor did Philip find employment for his
arms in any part of the Portuguefe dominions but the Azores,
where Antonio’s agents had perfuaded the peoplt to proclaim him
King. Some troops which were fent againtt them under an officer
of the name of Valdes, were defeated. by the governor of Angra.
In the following. year Autonio obtained from the court of France
a flect of fixty fhips, with about fix thoufand troops, which he
landed on one of the ifles called St. Michael; but the marquis of
Santa Grace coming upon him with a fleet and army much fape=
vior to his, obtained a decifive victory over the French both by fea
and land, and afterwards reduced all the inhabitants to a flate of
entire fubjection and obedience!.

THE fuccefs of Philip's arms, and the great acceffion of do=
minion which he had thereby acquired, occafioned much anxiety
1o the neighbouring powers; and excited in the Dutch and
Klemings the moft alarming apprehenfions. - They had with infi-
nite difficulty withftood his efforts, swhile he was employed in the
purfuit of that. plan of conqueft which he had now carried into
exceution; ‘and. they feemed, at this time, to have much greater
reafon than ever to dread that they fhould foon be obliged to fub-
mit to whatever terms of peace he fhould be pleafed to. preferibe,
Yet, as will appear from the fequel, Philip's acquifition of the
Portuguefe domiaions in India ferved rather to expofe him to the
affaults of his revolted fubjects, than to frnifh bim wich the meatis
of fubduing. them, and contributed more than any other event to
that wealth and greatnefs which they afterwards attained %,

Ao capec, and ouce mere retrned (o Franée, and he marqis de Saots Croce
rdiergligapereagin
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Portughele, the prince of Parma Had Tiede sooms fo the s
exertion of that advity and enterprife, by which his charadler sutbras-
was fo eminently diftinguifhed. Having, according to his late’ f§iin s,
agreement with the fouthern provinces, difinified his Spanifh and
Tralian forces, he had thereby weakened his army fo much, as to
render it unable to keep the field, | The States of thefe provinces
‘had laboured in vain to fulfil their part of the agreement. Their
finances were exhaufled, all their levies were carried on flowly, and
their cavalry were fo few in number, that they had been obliged
to confent that Farnefe fhould retain fome of the foreign horfe for
his body-guard.

It was fortunate for him, that at this jun&ure the confede-
fates were in a fimilar flate of weaknefs. After the departure of
their ausiliaries, only a fmall number of troops remaied; and,

A Philip’s arms were employed in fubduing the OO K
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after the revolt of f> many of the nobility, and the degth of the
count de Boffut, which happened about this time, there was
feareely a fingle officer, a native of the Netherlands, whom they
could intrutt with the chicf command. Mauthias, a young man
of no expericuce, bore the name, but was incapable of diftharging
the duties of governor. The whole weight of the adminiftra-
tion lay upon the prince of Orange, who was involved in an end~
lefs maze of the moft intricate political negociations ; and without
his continual prefence, aivity, and vigilance, the weak frame of
the confederacy would quickly have fallen to pieces. William was
thercfore obliged to leave the dire@tion of military affars. to the
count of Renncberg, La Noue, and Norris; and although thefe
men were not deficient either in pirit and intrepidity, or in pru-
dence and good condud, yet they neither had forces fufficient to
undertake any important enterprife, nor means to fapport fich as
‘were under their command *,

Tie greatelt part of Brabant and Flanders had acceded to the
union of Utrecht; but the firength of the confederacy was not
proportioned to its extent. The union of the feveral members
was ot fuffciently compact, the adaminifiration was not properly.
afcertained, and there was no common  centre of power and au=
thority eftablifhed. The troops were feattered in finall bodics
throughout the provinces; no adequate provifion was made for
their pay; they lived at free quarters on the inhabitants; and,as luxu~
1y is the conflant attendant of licentioufefs, the country was mife-

Iy d plundered, and tl 0 an incapa-
city of furnifhing the neceffary contributions and fapplics. In this
fitwation many perfons lamented that they had not embraced the
opportunity lately afforded them, of making their peace with
the king; and they began to accufe the prince of Orange, who

* Boudvoglio, part Il Hs. 1.
had
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Bad advifed them to reject the conditions that had been offered, of B 00 %
having preferrod his private interefl to that of the provinces. A o s
fpirit of difcontent prevailed every where, except in Holland and '™/
Zealand, and it was generally believed, that they muft foon cither
make their peace with the King of Spain, or clet fome other fo-
vercign able to deliver them from the calamities with which they

were overwhelmed.

Turs prince of Orange was at this time in Ghent, employedin Toe cuteof

quicting the difturbances above mentioned. At the defive of the
States he publifhed a vindication of his condudt, together with his
fentiments concerning the caufes of that difirfs in which the pro-
vinces were involved, and the means of their deliverance. As what
he faid on this oceafion, and fome weeks afterwards, i the al-
Jembly of the States at Antwerp, contains an interefling view of
the fituation of the Netherlands at the prefent period, ic wil not
‘be improper 1o lay before the reader an abftra® of the principal
particulas.

He began with complainiag of the injuftice of thofe by whom Bepisc by
he had been accufed of having contributed to render incffe@ual G
the late negociation for peace at Cologa.  For o perfon in the
Netherlands, he faid, had greater reafon than himfelf to wifh for
‘peace, fince without it he could never hope o obtain cither the
liberty of his fon, whom he had not feen for many years, or the
recovery of the many vich inheritances ~which he bad loft, or
the power of paffing the remainder of his life, which now
began to decline, fice from labour and anxiety. But while for
thefe reafons, joined with compafion for the-milferics of the peo-
ple, 1o perfon could more ardently defire to have an end put to
the war, he conld not help regarding war, with ll its calami-
ties, as infinitely prefrable to the proffered peace; by one ar-
tcle of which many hundred thoufands of the inhabitants would

have
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have been driven into exile; and by another, all who remained,
expofed to the cruelty of the Spaniards, without any fecurity either
for their liberty o their lives, but the promifes of thofe by whom.
the moft folemn oaths had been often violated. ~ Thefe were not
his fentiments only of the peace that had been offered, but the
fentiments likewife of the States, and of all the fincere friends of
their country ; nor could that detra@tion and calumny in which
many perfons had of late indulged themfelves, be afcribed to/any
other caufe, but the fecret machinations of thofé, who, from felfith
views, were defirous of redixcing the Netherlands under the Spa-
nifh yoke.

“ TuERE was much ground, he acknowledged, for complaining
of the irregularities of which the troops had been guilty in
fome of the provinees; but nothing could be more unjuft than to
throw the blame on thofe who were intrufted with the reins of
government, The governors of States ought to be judged of
fometimes by the orders which they iffued, and not by.the fuccefs.
with which their meafures were accompanied ; for what could it
avail o interpofe their authority, when they wanted power to en-
force obedience? The difregard fhewn by many, to the orders of
the States and council, was the principal fource of the evils coni=
plained of.  In all the provinces, except Holland and Zealand,
there was fearcely a fingle town that would admit the garrifons
appointed for its defence. To this was to be aferibed that faci~
ity with which the enemy had made themfelves maflers of Aloft,
and other places; and it was owing to the fame caufe, that the
troops were fo much feattered throughont the provinces ; the con'«
fequence of which was, that the inhabitants ‘of the country and
of the open towns, fuffering equally from the forces of the States
that lived at free quarters upon them, and from the incurfions of
the enemy, were totally difabled. from contributing their fhare of

the
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the public expences. Thus there was o fund fufficient for the
regular payment of the troops; without which, it was in vain
to expect cither that they could be kept under proper difcipline,
ot employed fuccefsfully in any important enterprife.

“ To remedy the abufes complained of, the moft effeqlual me-
thod was 10 place numerous garrifons in the frontier towns. For
if this Svere done, the great number of finall garrifons would be-
come unmeceffary ; and the interior parts of the provinces being
thereby delivered both from the oppreffions of their friends and
the devaltacions of the enemy, the people would be more able to
furnifh their proportion of the fupplies, the troops would be paid
more regularly, and diféipline more eafily maintained.

¢ Tiie States ought not however to flop there, but to exert
themfelves frenuoufly in drawing together fuch an army of regular
forces, as might face the enemy in the field, or at leaft diftarb and.
interrupt their operations. It wvas their want of fuch an army
that had occafioned the lofs of Macfrieht ; and, if care were not

taken to fupply that want, there was ground to apprehend, that
the confederacy would foon be fiript of all the towns in the inland
provinces. Bt in order to carry this, or any other cxpedient
into excention, it was neceffary that, inflead of fuffering cach
town or province to difpofe of its troops and contributions as it
thought fir, a femate or council fhould be eftablithed, with autho-
ity 10 determine every thing relative to the application of the pub-
Tie funds and the condu® of the war.

« He'was far from intending that this council fhould be
~vefled with the power either of impofing taxcs or of enalting
Jaws.  He meant only that it fhould be empowered to levy fuch
taxes as were impofed, and 1o execute fuch laws as were enadled,
by the general States of the union. That it thould not be fubject
to be controuled by particular towns or provinces ; nor obliged,
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in applying the public money, diftributiug garrifons, and regu-
lating the motions of the troops, o have recourfe on every emer-
gency to the States; but fhould have fuch a degree of difcre-
tionary power conferred upon it; as would enable it o feize the
opportunities of action when they offered, and to conduét the ope-
rations of the war with fecrecy and difpatch.”

Besins thefe and fome other points of lef importance, William
veotured, both ia the writing which he publifhed, and afterwards
in the affembly of the States, to explain his fentiments concern-
ing another fubje, which he had long revolved, and concerning
swhich e had founded the iaclinations of many of the deputies.
‘Having, before the prefent period, defpaired that peace could ever
be reflored between the king and the confederated provinces, he
exhiorted the deputies to confider, whether they were not now in
a fituation which required that, renouncing their allegiance: to-
Dhilip, they hould transfee it to fome other prince, who vas able
and willing to defend them.

I the eyes of the greater past of Eurape, this propofal ap:
peared in the highelt degree audacious. Philip. had, cver fince
his acceflion, been confidered as.the moft powarful prince of the
age; he had lately received an immenfe increafe of power by the
acquifition of Portugal, and men could not doubt that the revolted
provinces muft foon yield to his fiperior arms, and bitterly repent
of the offence which they had given bim.

Reasons however were not wanting to (hew, that.the mea-
fure propofed was the beft which the peaple of the Netherlands
could embrace in their prefent cireumflances. If they could have
entertained the profpec of obaining peace on tolerable terme, it
might be dificult perhaps entirely to vindicate their condu®. The
evils which accompany a change of government; arc generally fo
great, and the obligation to maintain the prefent, o frong and

powerful,
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powerfl, that nothing but the moft urgent neceflity can ever
juify a people for fhaking off theie allegiance to their legal
prince.  But, from the iffue of the late negotiations at Cologn, it
was miatifefl, not only that Philip was unalterably fixed in his
plrpofe 0 govern the Netherlinds with defpotic authority, in
contradiétion to their fandamental rights and laws ; but that the
utter extirpation of the proteffants, who were now become a
mmoft coniderablé part of the people, was a condition, without
which he was determined never to be réconciled. Defolation
therefore, and flavery, muft have been the certain confequences of
peace; and o gréater evils could be apprehended from a coni-
nuance of the war. Even allowing (faid the Orange,
in the affembly of the States) that the King thould be perfuaded,
by any mediatinig power, t geant us fuch conditions as our eon-
feiences would fuffer us to aceept, yet what fecurity can we obtain
for his fulfilling them > He has, before this time, been fet at li-
berty by the pope from his moft ficred obligations. Tt is an
eftablithed maxim of Philip and his counfellors, that with here-
tics, fisch as we are, 10 promilfes or oaths are binding. ~Although
he were of himfelf inclined to fulfil his engagements, yet the
Roman pontiff and the Spanifh inquifitors would reclaim, and
foon perluade him to alter his intention. Tt has been faid by fome,
continued William, that he is a prince of a compafTonate difpo-
fition, and that we may fafely rely upon bis mercy.  OF the truth
of thit, we can beft judge from what we have feen and known.
Do the deeds that have been perpetrated by his command, in Tn-
diay in Traly, or in Granada, authorife us to form this favourable
judgment of his charater » Has not every corner of the Nether-
Jands been overflowed with the blood of thoufands of our coun-
trymen, barbaroufly butchered by his command 2 Are not all the
neighbouring kingdoms iﬂled with his fubjects, who have been

driven
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BOOK driven from their native land, cither to enrich the countries that

have afforded them protetion, with our trade and manufaGtures,
or to drag out a miferable life in poverty and exile 2 We know.
how grievoufly our late conduct has offended him, and from what
we have feen on former occafions, we may judge of the meafire
of his refentment. He may humble himfelf fo far as to foothe
us with the hopes of a more mild adminiftration ; but we fhould
remember the difcovery which we made lately, when, by the let=
ters that were intercepted, it appeared, that inflead of the gene-
rous purpofes that were pretended, nothing was meant but to
employ fome of the provinces as inflruments of vengeance ssaint
the reft.”

Tsior

Cppoiimor  INFLUENCED by thefe confiderations, which fhewed - that
testiole: prilip had entirely loft the confidence as. well as the affec-
tions.of his Flemith fubjeds, a great majority of  the deputies:
were inclined to renounce his authority. Some of the cathio=
Tic members, however, prompted. partly by their political princi=
ples, and partly by concern for the fafety of their religion,  had:
the courage to remonfirate.  They expatiated on: the greatnefs of
Philip’s power, and the danger to which the States would expofe
themfelves, by adding fo great an affront to their former provos
cations. - And to their reprefentations oo this head they fubjoined;
that they could not adopt the firong meafure that was propofed,
confiftently with their oath of allegiance; fince" the king was
ungueftionably their rightful fovereign, they had all folemnly re-
cognifed bis right; and the provinces were his inheritance, which:
he had derived from a long uninterrupred line of illufirious an~
ceflors .
Bur this reafoning had no weight with the prince of Orange,
St Aldegonde, and the other leaders of the proteflants.  They.

* Beatirogio, part
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confidered thie bréach between Philip and the ‘confederated pro- P 0,0 K
vinces, s irreparable ; ‘and knew, that long before the prefeat pe- ———
tiod, e was animated againft them with the molt implicable re-
fentment. Tt was too late, they faid, o talk of Keeping mea~
fures with the king 5 and no par remained o be efpoufed, but to
provide againft the effeéts of his difpleafure. Nor was there the
fimalleft reafon for thofe feruples by which the eatholic members
were difturbed, either with regard to the lawfulnefs, or the ex-
‘pediency of renonncing their allegiance.  Kings were invefted with
autkority, not for their own fakes, but for the interell of the
people. whom they were appointed to. govern. I the rights of
princes were to be inveltigated, they would be found, in moft of
the kingdoms in Europe, to.have: been derived from the wil of
their fubjedts, who, growa impatient under the injuries of former
princes, had taken from them, and given to theic faceeflors, what
they had an undoubted right:to beflow. A prince was indeed fu-
peior to each individual in a State;  but ncithe his' interef nor
his pleafure was 1o be put in the balance with the fecurity and
happinefs of the whole. On the cantrary, he might be judged,
and even punifhed for his abufe of power, by the fupreme coun=
il of the nation.. If this, truth were doubted of inother placesy
it could not be controverted in the Netherlands; where, till lately,
bathythe name of king, and the meafure of cbedience which kings
commonly require, were utterly unknown. In: the Netherlands
the engagements. between the prince and the people were iridly
mutval ; and in engagements of this fort, it was a‘elear and uni
verfal maxim, that the infidelity of either of the two contracting
parties, abfolves the other from the moft fiered obligation .

Tie protelant members, in comparifon with whom the cax e
tholics were few in number, being thus confirmed in their pur- 1}

et

pofe

Mo, 1. %, 0d Grote, p 70,

VYA.BHSC



BoO
Xvil.

S

Masives for
chufng e
duke of An-
jou

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

pofe of abjuring the dominion of Philip, the afemibly procéeded:
next to confider, whether they fhould fobfitute another fovereign
in his place, ot eflablifh a republican goverment, upou the plan
of that confederacy which was already formed. The latter of
thefe meafures would have been embraced by all the deputies; by
the proteftants, from the conformity between the principles of &
commoawealth, and thofe of theie religion ; dnd by the catholicss
from their perfuafion that fuch-a government would neither. be
fo highly affronting to the king, nor fo effeQually preclude the:
hopes of a futare reconcilement.  But the prefent feeble flate of
the United Provinces obliged them to facrifice their inclination to:
their prefervation and fecurity.  From the reprefentation Whicl
the prince of Orange made of the diforders that previiled;  tofge=
ther with the view which he exliibited of their firength and re=
fources, they were convinced, that however firenuoufly they might
exert themfelves, they would be able to wage only a tedious defen~
five war; by which their firength would be gradually wafted,
1ill they were at laft compelled to accept of fuch terms of peace as
the king fhould be pleafed to preferibe. To have recoutfe there-
fore to the affiflance of fome foreign prince, feemed not only ex=
pedient, but neceffary ; and to engage the prince of whom they
fhould make choice to efpoufe. their caufe with greater zeal and
fincerity than they had hitherto experienced in their allies, they
refolved to confer upon him the fovereignty of the Provinces, with
all the prezogaives which had been enjoed by the princes of the
houfe of Burgundy.

NotuiXG now remained but to fix upon the perfon to whom
the offer of this high dignity flould be made. The prince of
Orange, haviog before-hand founded the inclinations of the Em-
peror and other German princes, had found them utterly averfe
to taking any concern in the affairs of the Netherlands. The

queen
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queen of England, and the duke of Anjou, brother to the king 2.
of France, were the only princes at that time in Europe, be-
tween whom the States thought there was ground to hefitate ;
and they were determined to concur in giving the preference to
Anjou, by the prince of Orange; who, befides reprefenting to
them the neceffity of cle@ting a fovereign who would refide in the
country, informed: them that their making choice of the duke,
would. be highly acceptable to the queen. <« For fhe had writ to
him on. the fubjet; and given him affurances. of granting the
States her affiftance, in cafe the fovereignty were conferred on
one with whom fhe had fo much reafon to expe€t to live on ami-

Fron this it fhould feem, that William had offered to employ
His influence in favour of Elizabeths; and it may be prefumed,
that unlefs he- had found her averfe to-his- propofal; neither he
nor the other proteflant leaders would have been inclined to give
the preference to Anjous Very different motives indeed were
affigned for the prince’s condud, by his encmies, His principa-
lity of Orange, they obferved; lay in.the centre ‘of France. He
had lately martied Charlotte de Bourbon, of the-blood royal of
that kingdom. ~ For many years he had maintainedan intimate
corsefpondence withthe leaders of the Hugonots ; and he flatiered
bimfelf wich the hopes of evjoying,the entire diccetion of the duke
of Anjou, & weak prince, who would probably be more atientive to
s pleafures, than to the affairs of government. - Thefe interefted
confiderations, it is Jikely, were morcatirely. withont the
ence;; but the other cireumflance above mentioned feems to afford
adtill more fatisiatory account, fince there was in reality no room
for hefication between T lizabeth and Anjou; and Elizabeth, as
will appear in the fequel; would cetsinly have rejeéted the: fove-

ofiu-
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reignty, in cafe an offer of it had been made to her: This political

election of, Anjou was likely to.produce becween the courts of
France and Spain. And the prince of Orange knew, that as it
swould be ealier to reconcile the catholics in-the United Provinces
10 the eleion of a prince of the fame religion. with themfelves,
than to that of a proteflant; fo,, without makingfuch a choice,
there was little probability that he fhonld ever, prevail on. the
Walloons to accede to the confederacy:.. Whatever were William's
motives, a great majority of the deputies eatered, readily. into his
opinion, and they would have proseeded inflantly o the election,
had it not been deemed a matier of too. much confequence to be,
decided withent confulting their conftitucnts

La Nowe In the mean time the operations of the war were not wholly
foner.”" difcontinued, although ncither of the two contending parties was,

in a condition at this_ period to make any great or vigorous exer=
tion. By means of a firatagem condudted by. count. Egmont,
Faracfe acquired poffeffion of Courtray in Flanders; as he did by.
the like means of fome other places.  On the other hand, count
Egmont and his-brother were taken prifoners by La Noue in the
town of Ninove:  and not long afterwards La Noue Wimfelf loft
his liberty. This gallant officer having been attacked unexpe@ted-
Iy by the marquis de Roubais, commander in chicf of the Walloon
forces, was overpowered by numbers, and obliged; through
the difadvantage of his ground, to farrender himfelf a prifoner of
war. The States were fenfibly affected by the lofs of a porfon of
fuch uncommon abilities, and they offered (o give in exchange for
bim count Egmont and the baron de Selles, who had been taken
prifoner at Bouchain. But the prince of Parma refufed to confent
0 this eschange, faying, that he would never agree to gise one
lion for two fheep. - La Noue was conducted to the caflle of Lim-

burg,

VVA.BHSC



PHILIP I KING OF SPAIN.

burg, where he remained long; and, during his confincment,
employed himflf in writing thofe military and political difcourfes
which were afterwards publifhed, and much admired by his co-
temporaries, Count Egmont’s. relations, and thofe of de Scllcs,
Dolicited Philip with great importunity to confent to the exchange
propofed. - But this, prince, who never hearkened to the voice of
geatiwude or compaffion where his interelt interfered, declined
complying with their requeft; and rather than ield to the ene-
my fb great an advantage as the recovery of La Noue, he chofe to
leave bis friends to languifh in prifon for feveral years.

Trse two noblemen: borethis indigaity with extreme impa-
Gence. De Selles; confcious of having exerted himfelf with the
moft fervent zeal in detaching the Walloons from the revolted
provinces, fell a facrifice to the indignation and chagrin which
the king's ingratitude and his own unfortunate fituation were
caleulated to infpire. The fume caufes produced a different, but no
lefs melancholy cffeét, on count Egmont, whom they deprived of
the ufe of his underflanding.  Through the tender afiduous care
of his fier, whom the States permitted to attend him, he recover~
ed from this diftrefs. But Philip fill declined confenting to the
exchange till the year 1584, when La Noue engaged in the
{triteft manner never to bear arms againft him in the Nether-
Jands; and the king of Navarre, the duke of Lorrain, and others,
‘became furetics for his fulfilling this engagement. It is difficult
to determine whether Philipa condut afforded on this occafion
a more friking proof of pufillanimity or ingratitude, while no
fironger teflimony could have been given of the extraordinary
merit of La Noue, and the dread which bis encmies entertaincd
of his abilicies .

1 Besivoglin, garc . b, . Reidiin, Ui p. 39, s1d Mesrnn
Vo IL Q s0uT
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ABour the time when La Noue was taken prifoner, the confe-

L deracy fullsined another lofs by the defection of caunt Renneberg.

i
Detidics of
<ot Rénne-

‘This young nobleman having, been appointed governor of Friel:
Jand by the States, had fubdued the cities of Deventer and Gronin=
gen, befides feveral other places of confiderable confequence; and
‘his zeal and fervices were the more highly valuced, as all his relations
adhered to the Spanifhintereft, and hehimfelf was of the catholic.
perfuafion. - But thefe circumflances which gave him fo much me-
sitin the eyes of his countrymen, were the means by which he
was enticed to abandon the caufe which he had  hitherto fo illuf~
trioufly fupported. The prince of Parma readily perceived the
advantage which they afforded: for gaining him over from the
confederates 5 and, with this view, heemployed the courits fifler
and her hutband, the baron de Monceaus, to offer lim the following:
terms of accommodation : That he fhould be confirmed in the gow
vernment of Friefland, and have that of Overy(lel annexed 1o it ;
that tsventy. thoufand. crowns fhould: be immediately paid him,
befides. an annual penfion- of twenty thoufund florin;  that a
town, of which he was feudal fuperior, fhould: be ere@ted into a
marquifate and ‘that he fhould ‘have two regiments of troops
1o be: diftsibuted. throughotit' his - governments, in Whatever
fiations e fhould: think ! fie. | Belides  thefe_enticements; an~
other object was held forth to hint, more tempring perhaps than
any of dheirelt he was Hlattered With the liopes of obiniag in
marriage the countefs of Megens Of whom: he was greatly ena-
‘moured;. and who poffeed one.of the rickiel fortunes in the
Netherlands: - His religious prinéiples confpired with thefe allure-
ments, and made him lend an open ear to his fifters repeated re-

. prefentations of the danger to which the catholic faith was cxpof=

«d, and of the defigns formed by the prince of Orange for its de~
+ frution,
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firudtion. He hefitated ‘howevee o fome time, and trembled at 50,0 K
the thoughts of the infamy in swhich he/was about to be involved; s
but at laft he-confented to-accept of ‘the terms propofed, refolving '

to concealhis-having dorie fo, till'he (Hould take proper meafires

for delivering’tic tougs and forts 56 the Hands of the Spaniards.

His defign could not entirely,efeape the penctrating cye of the
prince of Orange. Various circumftances concurred to alarm Wil<
liam’s apprehenfions, and made him refolye, without delay, to
preyent, if poffble the fatal effols of the conat’ jnteaded trea-
chesy. Hie inflinty went into Trielind, under the pretence of

in d ondered fome officers
to draw their troops together, and lead them againft Lewarden,
Harlingen, a0d. Staveren. - Thefe orders were exccuted with fe
crecy and difpatch, and,all-the,three places were wrefled ot of the
‘hands of thofe to whom count Renncherg committed them,

s count, who refided at this time in Groningen, was thun=
derftruck when he received intelligence of this difafter, which at
once (hewed im that his perfidy was deteied, and put it ina
great meafure out of his power to fulfil his enagements to the
prince of Parma.  Still; However, he was cither ot prepared, or
he bad not courage, to throw off the mafk. ~He'complained loud-
Iy of the afitont that had been offered him, and of the ingratitude
with which His fervices bad been repaid. *Among the officers who
beheld his confafion on this occafion, there were two to whom,
as he knew their fidelity to the States to be inviolable, he had
not communicated his defigns. *Thefe men, thinking it fill prac-
icable to preferve Bim in his duty, exhorted him to go immediate~
Iy to the prince of Orange, in order to clear himfelf from the fuf-
picions which were cotertained againft him. < This is the only

Q2 expedient
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expedient in your power, fiid one of them, if you are confeious
of innocence 3 nor can 1 doubt that you are, when I'confider, that
by perfifling £ a€k the part. which your duty and honour requires

ou muft promote yout interefl more effectually, than by violating:
thee facred obligations, and involving your name in perpetual in-
famy.” Renacberg liftened attentively o thigdifcourfe, changed
colour frequently, and at laft burft into tears. He repeated his
complaints of the treatment which he had met with, but he would
not explain his intentions, nor follow the counfel that was given
hir. The two officers then left him; and, after acquainting the
chief magiftrate of what had paed, they withdrew privately from

the dity,

By a popular and infinvating behaviour, accompanied with
frong affeverations of the falfehood of the reports which had been
propagated, Renncberg laid afleep the fufpicions both of the ma~
giftrates and the people, il the plot which he had formed was
sipe for execation.  Having brought in fecretly a body of troops,
which he concealed in the,palace, and put arms into the hands of
his domeftics; with thefe, and the catholic inhabitants devoted to
the Spanifh intereft, he overpowered, the garrion; and having
thus made himfelf mafter of the town, he proclaimed himfelf go-
vernor, in the name of Philip, and then mounted the fortifications
with the troops which he had introduced,

But he did not long enjoy any of the advantages which he
expeded to derive from his revolr, and fome of them he never at~
tained. The money promifed him was never paid, and the countefs
of Megen was given in marriage to another, His health being im=
‘peired by the fatigues which he had undergone in his military en-
terprifes, the remembrance of his treachery filled his mind with
anguifh and remorfe, which preyed upon his fickly frame, ‘and

carric
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carried him off in the prime of his age, Jamented even by thofe 2 9,0 K
whom he had betrayed, who felt for his misfortunes, on account: ‘-
of his many amiable accomplifhments®. pst

Tue lofies which the confederacy fuffered from La Noue's im- l;'tﬂwn of
prifonment, and the infidlity of Renneberg, ferved only to con~ o
firm them in their refolution of conferring the fovercignty on
fome foreign prince; and the reafons above mentioned, joined to

- the influence of the prince of Orange, determined the States of
the feveral provinces and towns to give the preference to the duke
of Anjou. . The ele@ion was made accordingly in due form by
the General States, and a folemn embafly feat to give intimation
of it to.the duke, swho readily accepted. the.offer, and confented
10 all the conditions that were required. - They were contained in
a treaty figned by him and the ambaffadors of the States at Pleffi-
Jes-Tours, on the 29th of September ; and the principal, articles
were thofe which follow : * That the States of the United Pro- ;“:::.:(TL
vinces having cledted Francis de Valois, duke of Aleagon and i
Anjou, for their fovereign, did thereby confer upon him all the
titles and prerogatives which their former princes had enjoyed.

“That in cale. the duke fhould die without iffuc, the States might
elec another fovereign, and that the Netherlands fhould in no
event be annexed to the crown of France. That in cafe the duke
fhould die leaving feveral fons bebind him, the States thould have
power to determine which of them fhould fucceed him in the fo-
vereigaty, and that if the prince whom they fhould ‘make choice
of were under age, they might affume the government into_theiz
own hands till he fhould arrive at the age of twenty. That the
duke ould maintain inviolate all the rights and privileges of the
people; that he iould fummon the general affembly of the States

s & G £0d Mt
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to meet at leaft once a year; and that, if he fhould fail to iffue let=
ters of convocation, they fhould themfelves have power, agreeably
o ancient form and cuftom, to ‘et together 2y vof{cn as they
hat i

the Low Countries; but if his ,ﬁm thould, on any chfon, all
him thence, ke fhould nominate for governor fome Hobfbmaim
native of the Netherlands, with the confent and approbation 86",
the States.  That all his counfellors fhould be tives of the Pro-"
vinces, except two or three of the French ‘dation, who g
admitted into the council, provided the “States ﬂ\auld

confent.
afford his profection equillyto the proteftants and catholics, That
Holland and Zealand fhould, both i refpéct of goverpment and
relgion, emiin i the prefent fat, being Gbliged, howerer, fo
contribute their proportion of the fupplics requifite rm Ih: Tup-
portof the confederacy. That the duke fhould fpare 1 pains to
cagage bis brother the king of France to affif him in carrying on
the war; that he fhould accede to all the treaties that fubfift between
the States and foreign powers, and hould not himef form any new
alliance withouttheir confent. That all forciga foldiers fhould be
difiniffed on the firt requifition of the States: And laflly, That if
the duke hould fail in performing any of the foregoing conditions,
his sight to the fovereignty fhould ceafe, and the Provinces. be no
longer bound to yield obedience to his authority.”

As this treaty was negociated in France, Philip complained to
Henry of the breich of friendfhip in permitting it and Henry
affefted to be much offended with his brother’s condut, but in
reality did not feel the difpleafure which he pretended. . On the
contrary, he fecretly rejoiced in the profpe@t of being delivered
from a brother, whofe levity and caprice had given him, much

inquietude;
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Jinquictude ; and it is faid; that he affured the States privately, that
he wwould fend them cither tropps ,or money, as. foon as. the
"troubles of his kingdom were compofed.

Bur whatever reafon Philip: had to be offended with the
Freach monarch, he was much more highly incenfedagainft the
prince of Orange, whom he confidered as the contriver, as well
as the chief promoter, of 'the ‘revolution that had taken ‘place.
Having oftener than once attempted, by negociation and artifice,
10 free himfelf from an enemy, who had furnithed employment
tohis ableft generals and beft difciplined forces for fo many years,
he had recourfe, o this occafion, to the ignoble expedient of ex-
citing fome wretch or defperado to make an attempt upon bis ife:

VFor this purpofe he publifhed an. edi& of profetiption againft him,
in which he accufed him of having excited and fomented” that
fpirit of difcord,  which had proved:the fource of fo' much mifery
10 the Netherlands; interdiéted: all tlie fubjels of the: crown of
Spain from holding, commanication withihit, and‘from fupply*
ing him with bread, or drink, ot fire};- andioffered 1o any perfony
‘who fhould deliver him dead ot alive, or take away his life, the'

fum of tyenty-five thoufand crowns, ‘befides making him and his
aflociates moble, if they, were not already noble, and granting them
a full pardon of all crimes, however enarmous, of which they had
been guilty.

Tars pradice of commandivg’ afiffination, alinoft*unkieard-of
fince the days of thé Roman triumvifate, was fuitable to the dark,.
revengeful, and ungenerous nature ‘of Philip. The prince of
Orange could have retaliated the injury; ‘bt he eorned o ignoble
arevenge, and chofe rather to reft his defence on an appeal to the
world for his integrity.

His
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BOOK - His Vindication or Apology, addrelled to ‘the affémbly of the
X, States, and of which he fent copies to the feveral courts i
11 §5gy. Eutope, is one of the moft precious monuments of hiflory. It
contains aa nterefing relation of many particulars, which throww
light, not only on William’s own charadter and that of Philip,
but likewife on the charaders of feveral of the other priacipal
aors in the Netherlands. ~The author bas, in fome parts of it,
indulged himfelf in the langusge of keen refentment, and ven-
tured to alfert boldly feveral fals, of which the cotemporary
hiftorians have fpoken with referve. Some allowance perhaps
muft be made for that juft indignation with which e was in=
flamed; but. when it is confidered, that no perfon had better act
cefs to information that no prince poffefied a higher charaéier for
fincerity and truth, having never, ia a fingle inflance, been codi=
vidted by his numerous enemies of infincerity and fillehood; that
the relation of the facts which he afferts was publihed at the timé
when. they are faid to have happened, 4nd when it was ealy for
the perfons accued, if aceufed unjufly, to have confuted Hins; that
their interet and honour called loudly for a confutation; and
yet, that no-fuch confutation, nor any vindieation of theit cha~
saters, which had been arraigned as odious at the bar of the uni<
verfe, was ever attempted; whe all thefe circumfances are duly
. confidered, there does not appear any fuffcicat reafon for calling
in queftion the faéts contained in. this Apologys although fome of
them are of fuch a nature as to require.the frongeft cvidence to
JuRify the reader for yielding his allenc".

dopeaty  THE condu@ of the confederated States ‘on this occafion was
e fuch as William had reafon to. expet. After employing feveral

* 40 bty of i Apelogy i bjied 1 th coneluon of i mrk.
4 days
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days in examining his Apology, they voted bim an affedionate

addrefs, in which they auefted the falfchood of thofe imputations “—==—

on which Philip had founded his profeription. They declared,
that as the prince had been regulasly le@ted into the feveral ofices
which he held, fo he had never accepted of any office but in con-
fequence of their mot carneft intreatcs. ~They prayed him fill
to excrcife the authority with which they had invefted bim,
exprefled their gratitude for bis many eminent fervices o the
commontealth, and promifed to yicld a ready and. cheerful
obedience to his commands, ‘They concluded with exprefiing
their ansiety for his life, and made him an offer of maintaining
a company of horfe-guards, of which they intreated him o
accept, béing pecfuaded that on his prefervation. their owa fe-
curity depended.

T a fow days afterwards they gave him another proof of that
zeal and fincerity with which they had efpoufed his caufe.  Thelr
eletion of the duke of Anjon was a virtual renunciation of their
allegiance to their former fovercign s yet all public ats ran 35
before in the name of Philip and that of the States ; the oath ad-
minifiered to perfons catering upon public offices had not been
altered, and the people in fome of thofe cities in the confederacy,
which had confented to Anjou's ele@tion, were extremely averfe
4o alter it, from that attachment which men often dilcover to
exterior forms, even after the inflitutions on which they. were
criginally founded have been. abolithed ; but the States, feafible
at Iaft of the incongruity between thefc forms and the fieps which
they bad lately taken, and apprecnfive of danger from Teaving
it in any refpeck ambiguous to whom the people owed their alle~
giance, agreed now to remove sl ground of ambiguity by a (dleata
abjuration of Philip as thefr foverciga.

R
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AN 2@ of abjuration was accordingly paffed, with great unani-
mity, in an affembly held on purpofe at the Hague, confifting of
deputics from Brabant, Guelderland, Zutphen, Flanders, Holland,
Zealand, Utrecht, Overyflel, and Friefland. In this a&, after
enumerating the principal grievances which had prompted them
to form their prefent reflution, they declared it to be a right
inherent in every free people, to withdraw their allegiance from.
a prince who obftinately refufes to fulfil the duty which he owes
them and mueh more from one who violates the fundamental
Iaws, and a@s the part of a tyrant and oppreflor. - They pro-
nounced Philip to have forfeited for ever all authority in the Ne~
therlands.  They forbad all judges and others to ufe his name,
arms, or feal ; and they required the magifirates of towns, and
all other perfons in public offices, to bind themfelves by an
oath, to oppofe him and his adherents to the utmoft of their
power.

Tatese refolutions were carried into immediate execution.  All
Philip's feals were broken, all commiffions and letters patent
in his name were cancelled, and the new oath was adminiftered to
every perfon who poffeffed any civil or military cmployment. It
was not without difficulty that the magifirates in fome towns
were perfuaded to take this cath. Some remaining feruples of
confeience, arifing from a regard to their former oaths, gave
uneafinefs to feveral ; and others doubted of the expediency of

fo ftrong a meafure at the prefent crifis, on account of the
hips and merchandife belonging to the people of the Nether-
Tands, which were in the ports of Spain. But no pains were
fpared to remove thefe objections, and at laft almoft the whole
inbabitants of the above-mentioned provinces entered into the

views
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views of the States and took the oath that was preferibed
them'.

ABouT this time Matthias left the Netherlands, after having
refided there between three and four years, without having ac~
quiredcither reputation to himfelf, o any advantage to the
‘people whom he had been called to govern. He had employed
all his influence to perfuade the States to make choice of him
for their fovercign; but the motives above explained having
determined them to give the preference to the duke of Anjou,
it fhould feem that the prince of Orange had been able to fatisfy.
Matthias as to the neceffity of that meafure, fince he remained
in the country for a confiderable time afterwards, and accepted of
an annual penfion of fifty thoufand guilders from the States .

During the courfe of thefe civil and political tranfactions,
the troops were ot wholly unemployed. In Friclland, the king's
forces were commanded by Schinch and Verdugo, between
whom and colone] Norris and count Hohenloe feveral fharp
rencounters pafled, with various fuccefs

but the only important
event which happencd at this time in the northern provinces,
was the acquifition of Breda, into which the Spaniards were
treacheroully admitted in the night by fome of the garrifon,

repeferion of th prisce of Orsege, e Ses Frmed at s
e e e e nd e v
The couel of s Ukewdle sens ebablied, of the necely of which Wilam had
e

aring fom the Qownef with which the deliberadons of the
L s s

© Mathiasbad sfenwards a beter frune, s broibr reizned o by the Kingiom
of Hengary in 1608, sed that of Bobemia in 1611, sud the yearfllowing he obained
e Iposial ciowa, Suads, U, v, Metere p. 3170

Rz whom

VVA.BHSC

123
BoOX
XVIL
g
Deparareof

M,



124

500
XVl
UL

o

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

whom the agents of the prince of Parma had found means to
corrupt'.

Tte prince Nimfelf was, in'the mean time, intent on the re-
du@ion of Cambray. But not having a fufficient number of troops
1 carry on the fiege with vigor, e was obliged to convert it in-
102 blockade. D'Inchi, the governor, had recoutfe for relief to
the duke of Anjou, and was warmly feconded in his application
by the States and the prince of Orange. Anjou perceiving how
deeply his honour was concerned fo gratify this firft defire of
s new fubje@s, publifhed at the court of France his intention of
attempting to raife the fiege, This was no fooner known, than.
 great nurmber of the nobility flocked from all parts of the king-
dom, ‘to his ftandard.  With their affiltance, he colle@ted in a few
days an army of near tywelve thoufand footand four thoufand horfe,
and marched diredlly towards Cambray, - The prince of Parma, too,
prudent to contend with, an ariny, which, befides being greatly fu--
‘perior to his own in number, was conducted by a braye and warlike
nobility, quitted his intrenchments and retired. In this manner was
Cambray delivered, after it had been blockaded for feveral months,
during which the inhabitants had been reduced to great diftrefs.
Anjou_having brought along with him an ample fupply of
provifions, it was immediately introduced; and foon afier, he
made a magnificent entry jnto the city, awmidft the applaufes
of the people, who faluted him, the Proteétor of their Liberty.
He then laid fiege to Cateau-Cambrefis, and‘quickly compelled the:
garrifon to frrender™.

Tats fuccefs which attended Anjou’s firft enterprife afforded
inexpreffible pleafure to the confederated provinces, and ferved

i 1.,

1 Metgrn, B 3131 = Metoren, p. 315, Beniivoglo, pan
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1 heighten their expedations of his future government. ' He
swas eanelly itreated by the States to-improvel the prefent
opportunity, and to advance with. his army towards Flanders:
But it was riot in his power, he told them, to comply with their
sequelt, Al his troops but a few were volunteers, who had en
gaged in s fervice only for a fhort time, and for the fingle pur<
pofe of the relicf of Cambray. e could ot prevail upon them
to femain with him much Tonger 3 'and hehad/not et provided,
monéy for thei pay. - ButTic hoped to return foon with a pover=
ful army § and he would i the mean time employ his utmoft
influence to intereft his brother and the queen of England in:
eheir caue:

“Fs1ER® were not wanting powerful motives to induce the French
King to.grant Apjou that afiflance for ywhich he now applied;
fince, befides, being delivered from the fickle, reflefs fpiric of a
‘Drother, who had. greatly ingreafed the troubles of bis reign, he
would have,thereby avenged himfelf on. Philip, who had fesretly:
undertaken. the protetion of the catholic league, which, as will
be afierwards related, had been lately formed by the duke of
Guife, on pretence of providing for the fecurity of the catholic re-

i to controul the fovereign’s authority.  But
Henry wes not in a condifion a this time to make an
open breach it Philip. By his indolence, and voluptuouticts,
added to the numbérlels calamities in which his kingdom was
savolved; bis finandes were. exceedingly reduced s ad the king
of Navarre ou the onc-hands ud the duke of Guife o the othery
furoifhed more than fufficient employment to all the policy and
‘povver which he poffefed. . Promifes therefore of future aid were,
all that Anjou could obtaia from him, and,this difoppointment de-
« © termined
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BOOK termined the duke to fet out immediately for England, where it

XVII.

" fhould feem he had better ground to hope for affiftance than in

TS

bis native country.

Evizassra had for fome time paft appeared to lend a fa-
vourable ear to a propofal of marrisge which he had made-
to her; and his expectations were at prefent raifed to the
greateft height.  On his arrival in England, fhe gave him the
‘moft gracious reception.  Soon afterwards, fhe ordered her mini-
flers to prepare the marriage contra@t; and, in the prefence of
‘many fpe@ators, after a long difeourfe with him apart, fhe took:
a ring from her own finger, and put it upon his; which both
the fpe@ators and the duke interpreted as a declaration of
her confent. It is impoffible to believe with fome hiftorians, that
Elizabeth meant only to amufe Anjou, and thereby to advance
fome political defign. It is inconceivable how any defign what-
ever could be promoted by carrying her diffimulation to fo great a
length. ‘This wife princefs, notwithftanding the many extraordi-
nary accomplifhments which adorned her charaer, was not ex-
empt from the weaknefles that are peculiarly incident to-ber fex.
Tlattered by the court which Anjou had long affiducufly paid her,
fhe appears to have entertained the moft partial fentiments of
affection towards him, and ferioully to have intended to lifien to
his propofal.  But at laft her prudence, her ambition, and that
love of independence which fhe had cherithed through her whole
ife, prevailed over the temporary paffion into which fhe had
been betrayed.  She made an apology to Anjou, for her change
of refolution, and gave him the firongelt affurances of affifl=
ance and fopport in his new dominions. The marriage was

no
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0 more mentioned, and the duke, after the flay of three months
in England, fet ail for the Low Countries; efcorted by a fleet, on
board which there was a great number of nobility and gentry,
whom the queen had defired to attend him, as a proof to his new
fubje@s, that although the intended marriage had not taken place,
et fic was deeply iaterefted in his profperity.
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FTER a paffage of three days, the duke of Anjou landed
on the teath of February, at Flufhing. From Flufhiny

g
e went to Middleburgh, and was conducted from thence by a fleet 5,

of ifty hips of war to Antwerp. ‘The banks of the Scheld, the
entrance into the town, and the fireets which led to the palace,
swere lined by the citizens, to the number of twenty thoufand in
arms; and no expence was faved, which a wealthy commercial city
could afford, to exprefs their attachment and refpect, ~After hav=
ing taken the ufual oath to maintain their rights and privileges, he
seceived from the States the oath of allegiance ; and then entered
upon the fovercignty, while all around him wore the face of hap-
pinc and joy

In Antwerp, the public exercife of the catholic religion had
for fome time pat been prohibited. But now, in order to gra-
Vor. IL. s iy
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{ify the new fovereign, it was permilted in one of the churchcs;
and all catholics were allowed to worfhip there, according to the
sites of their religion, upon condition that they thould abjure the
king of Spain, and fear allegiance to the duke. - A few perfons
only accepted of this indulgence, while the greater part chofe ra-
ther to forego the privilege held forth to them, than fo folemnly
renounce their former fovereign. On this occafion the States, a5
well as the duke, were not a litdle alarmed; and thought it ne-
ceflary without delay to provide againft the danger that might
arife from perfons who gave fo clear a difeovery of their difaffection
to the prefent eftablifiment. ‘They firft publifhed one edi€t, im=
pofing a fine of two hundred guilders on thofe who fhould decline
taking the oaths; and,foon afterwards another, by which the re-
cufants were banifhed from the Netherlands

I the midft of thefe tranfactions, that joy which Anjou’s ar-
rival had diffufed throughout the provinces was interrupted, by
an attempt which was made, not many days after his inauguration,
upon the life of the prince of.Orange. - The defign was fift con-
ceived in Spain, by 2 man of the name of Ifonca; and it was fug~
gefted by him to Gafpar Anaftro, a Spanih banker in Antwerp, of
ruined circumftances, as an expedient for retrieving his affzirs.
To induce Anaflzd to undertake the execution of the bloody pur-
pofes lfonca fent him a.fign-manual of the king, in which Philip
engaged to pay him cighty thoufand: ducats as foon as the afaffic
sation fhould be perpetrated.  Anaftro had ot courage himfelf
to execute fo bold and delperate an enterprife, and therefore he
communicated Ifonca’s propofal to Joha Jauregui, a menial fer-
vant in. his family, a young Bifcayan, of a thoughsful, melancholy

+ M, . 3350
difpofition,
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difpofition, whom he kaew to be both trufly and audacjous.
With this young man Anaftro found there was liule need for per-
fiafion. * Tam ready, faid he, to perform inflantly what the
King fo carneflly defires. 1 defpife equally the proffered reward,
and the danger to which I hall be expofed; for T know that I hall
die, 1 only afk that you will affift me with your prayers to God,’
and employ your interet with the king, to provide for my father
in his old age.” Jaurcgui was the better qualified o fucceed in.
his defign, as he fpoke the German language fluently, and was in
o danger of being known to be a Spaniard. ~He was confirmed
in his purpofe by a prieft of the name of Timmerman; from
whom he received abfolution of his fins, and the firongeft affur-
ances, that by putting to death fo great a herstic as the prince
of Orange, he would infallibly fecure the favour of God and
everlafling happinefs.

Unper a full convition of the truth of what the prielt had
declared, this deluded wreteh fet out for the caflle, and having
taken his fation near the door of the apartment in which the
prince had dined, he watched the opportaaity of his comiog out;
when ftepping up to him, he difcharged a pifiol at his head, loaded
sith a fingle ball, The ball entered a litde beneath his right ear,
aud paffing unde bis palate and upper teeth, came out on the
other fide. William was deprived for a moment of his fenfes; which

4, than he defired b he life

heno
of the affaffin. But the guards, tranfported with fuddea rage, had
difpached him. The appearance of the prince’s wound, from
the effufion of blood, was extremely formidable, and as he wes
deprived of his fpecch by the fame caufe, the fpeators believed
him to be at the point of death. The news of this difafter fpread
quickly over the town, and excited inall anks of meo, fnesprel-
52 fible
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30,0 K -fible anguifh and defpair. The itizens poured in crowds from
i

15k

every quarter to learn the particulars of that calamity which had
befallen them ; and, as if each individual had loft his own
proper parent, as well as the common parent of the flate,
there was nothing to be heard but the voice of forrow and lameat-
ation,

I the midRt of this diftrefs, a rumour was propagated, that the
French were the authors of the murder, and that it had been per-
petrated in order to deliver the duke of Anjou from the reftraints
which had been impofed on his authority. This report gained
eafy credit from the people. Their gricf was now converted
into fury, and they flew to the palace with an intention to cxe~
cute a fpeedy vengeance.

IN the mean time it was known at the caflle, that the
affaffin was a Spaniard, from papers found in his pocket, by
Maurice, the prince’s fon”, OF this difcovery, notice was
immediately carried to the prince, who had now recovered
his fpeechs and he was informed, at the fame time, of the
danger 1o which Anjou and his countrymen were expofeds
This intelligence affe@ted William in the moft fenfible manner ;
and notwithftanding his prefent critical fituation, he wrote, with
his own hand, abillet in excalpation of the French. By this,
joined with the pains which were taken by St. Aldegonde, the
people were undeceived and pacified. The affaffin’s body hay-
ing been expofed to public view, it was foon difcovered that He
had been a domeftic: of Anaftro. Anafiro himfelf had fled, but
his feeretary, whom he had left behind to wait the iffue of Jaure-
guPs attempt, and Timmerman, the prief, were fcized, and hav~
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ing confeffed their guilt, they were condemned to fuffer death.
‘At the defire of the prince of Orange, who never negledted an
opportunity of inculcating humanity upon his countrymen, no
tortures were inflidted on them,  They were firft frangled and
then quartereds and their heads and limbs fixed over the gates of
the city *

WirLian's recovery was dublous for fome time, on account
of the difficulty which the phyficians found in flopping the cffu-
fion of blood; but after all their applications had failed, they
made a number of perfons fucceed one another in prefing the
mouth of the wound with thcir thumbs, without intermiflion, for
the fpee of feveral days and nights ; and this expedient proved at
Tength fuccefsful *

Awastro Having gone from Antwerp to Tournay, where the.
prince of Parma then refided, affirmed confidently that William
Fad died of his wound. Farnefe too rafhly believed him, and
wrote letters (o the citizens of Antwerp, and other places, ex-
Yorting them to return now (0 their duty, fince that perfon was
removed by whom they had been led aftray.  Thefe ltters would
ot have been calculated, in the prefent difpofition of the people,
to promote the prince of Parma’s defign, even if the informa-
tion on ‘which he proceeded had been truc; but as they did not
arrive tll after the people were delivered from their appre-
Tenfions with vegard to William's Tife, they ferved only o excite
their ridicule and indignation .

< Tty ramiisod here ll the city el int sh havds of che prie of P
e v down by the papth eccleiaic, ed buriedwidhevery mark o
el fupeetition could devie ¥
Wil i M e i danger, 3 public fpel «
yerys and when t wassccompltid, a oleun hakigiieg was celebraied
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Meanwiizz the operations of the war were not difcontinucd
by either of the contending parties. The States acquired poffe=
fion of the town of Allofl, and the prince of Farma made *
himfelf mafler of Steenwick and Lierres. He was foon after
cnabled to aét with greater vigour than the weaknefs of his army
bad hitherto permitied him o exert. Having confented with
great reludance to the difimiffion of the Italian and Spanifh troops,
he had cmployed all his addrels to convince the Walloons
that it was in vain for them to expe@t, with their own forces
alone, to bring the war to a conclufion, He found it extremely
difficult. to overcome their diffidence, and was obliged to obferve
the utmoft caution, in order to avoid awakening thofe fufpicions
which they had long indulged againft the Spaniards. ~ At length,
however, e accomplifhicd his defign through the marquis de Rou=
bais, who, as was mentioned above, had acted a principal part in
promoting the reconcilement of the fouthern provinces. With
this nobleman, Farnee had formed an intimate connexion, and had
Iaboured affiduoully to make him fenfible how neceffary it was
that the troops fhould be permitted to return. The marquis, flat-
tered with the familiarity to which he was admitted, and prompt-
ed by the view of advancing his eredit with the king, yiclded at
1aft to the prince’s folicitations, and then employed his influence
with the States fo effetually, that they not only confented to the
return of the forces, but even petitioned the king for it in the
moft earneft terms .

As nothing could be more acceptable to Philip than this appli-
cation, orders were immediately fent to Ttaly for the march
of four regiments of veterans, confifling of near ten thoufand

 Beativoglio, p. 258,
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men; who, together with feveral thoufand Burgandians and Ger- ©
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mans, arrived in the Netherlands towards the end of the fammer ——

2582, Afier the arrival of this reinforcement, the prince of Parma’a
army amounted to fixty thoufind foot and fous thoufand horfe but
finding it neceffry to leave more than the half of that number in
garrifons, e could keep only aboui thixty thoufand in the field;
and a part of thefe was employed in Friefland under Verdugo,
swhile the reft were under his own immediate command in the
fouthera provinces, With thefe laft he took Gateau Cambrefis,
Ninove, Gaefbec, and feveral other places ; he attacked the army
of the States, which he compelled o retire under the cannon of
Ghent; and then he laid fege to Braffels. But the feverity of the
feafon, and the difficulty of finding provifions in a country which
had been fo long the feat of war, obliged him to defit from his
attempt, and to put his troops into winter-quarters .

[£3

Tt United States, on the other hand, difcovered great alacrity sate of the

and zeal in fupporting their new eftablithed government. They
raifed thei yearly revenue from two millions four hundred thou-
fand, to four millions of guilders, with which they maintained, be-
fides theie native troops, a confiderable number of Britih, French,
and Germian forcés.  But fo great a proportion of thefe forces
was neceffary for defending the forts and towns, that no army
could be sffembled fufficient to contend with the enemy in. the
Feld, nor cven to raife the fiege of any of thofe places which the
prince of Perma attempted (o fubdue,  Thus the number of
{ows belonging to the confederates was daily diminithed, while
their acquifitions were few and inconfiderable.  And, as the
cnemy was'ow muich more formidable than before, they were

© Ve 334
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flled with the moft difguieting apprehenfions when they looked
forward to the opening of a new campaign. Anjou, who parti-
cipated with them in the ansicty which fo critical a fituation was
fitted to excite, did every thing in bis power to procure from
France the fuccours which he had given them reafon to expe&.
After many delays, the duke de Montpenfier and marefchal Bicon
arrived in the Netherlands in the end of November, with between
feven and cight thoufund men, partly Swifs and partly French.
With this reinforcement, under fo able a geacral as Biron, Anjou
perceived  that he might retard the progrefs of the prince of Par-
sma’s arms, but that he could not hope either to- expel him from
is new conquefls, or to bring the war to.a conclufion he therefore
renewed his folicitations at the court of France, and endeavoured
to/engage his brother more heartily to efpoufe his canfe.

Hesny's counfellors were much divided in their opinions with
regard to the meafures proper to be purfued on this occafion. By
fome of them, the prefent opportunity was reprefented as the hap-
piefl that could offcr for uniting the Netherlands to the crown of

France. But, as thefe men did not intend to advance the intereft
of Aujou, they did not employ any argument addreffed to Henry's
friendfbip or gencrofity ; and, inflead of exhorting him to afford
is brother aid fufficient o cQablifh himfelf fecurely in his new fo-
vercignty, they adsifed him only to give him fuch affitance as
might caable him to fop the progrefs of the Spanith arms. To
this counfel they. fubjoined, that Henry ought to maintain a flect
in the Channel, and an army on the frontier of Luxemburg, in
order to prevent the prince of Parma from recciving fupplies from
Spain orItaly. And in this pofture, they faid, he ought to wait,
without expofing his troops o the hazards of war, till the con=
tending parties fhould exhauft their firength, when it would be

afly
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eafy for him o drive the Spaniards out of the Netherlands, and
his brother and the States, in order to obtain his protetion, woul
gladly accept of whatever terms e fhould thinls fit to impoe.
But fuch a plan, which the great abilitics of Farnefe would have
difconcerted, was t0o refined, and required too much labour, pa-
tienee, attention, and expence, 1o be relithed by a prince fo indo-
Tent and voluptuous as Henry, who was fo improvident of the fu-
tare, and whole affairs were fo exceedingly involved.

Hz liftencd with lefs reluance to a propofal made him by
fome others of his counfellors, who being well acquainted with
Tis eharader, perceived that his hefitation proceeded in a great
meafure from the fhame of deferting his brother, and that in
seality he withed for a pretence to reject his application.
Thefe men, fecret enemies to the duke, and partizans of
Philip, whofe money it was believed they had accepted, were
afiaid to declare openly again®t a meafure in which the hei
apparent of the crown, fupported by the queen mother, was
fo deeply interefied. They affeted to approve highly of the
granting Anjou’s requeft, provided the king could comply with
it confiftently with the inteeft of his kingdom. But both the in-
tereft and honour of France, they thought, required that the States
fhould previoufly agree, that, in the event of the duke's death
without iffue, the king and his heirs fhould fucceed him in the
fovercigaty of the Netherlands, They knew that the Siates
would ot confent to.this condicion. It was, however, propofed
t0 them, and baving met with that reception from them which
there was reafon to expedt, notice was foon afterwards fent to
Anjou by the queen-mother, and bis other friends, of the unfuc~
cefsful iffue of their endeavours to ferve him

© Thatna, B i, v, M, T 51
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Tz difsppointment, which rendered it impoffible for him to.
fulfl the expefations of his new fubjedts, was calculated o give:
him the moft fenfible concern, A candid and grateful prince

 would have thought himfelf bound more ficongly than ever to

excrt Kimfelf in their behalf; and, by a carcful attention o
their interells, joined to a faithful difcharge of his other obliga=
tions, to atone for his failure in that engagement which he was.
unable to perform. Widely different were the fentiments which
arofe in the mind of the faithlefs ungencrous Anjou.  Appre-
henfive that the Flemings, difgulied on account of theic. difap-
pointment in thofe hopes of afitance with which they had been
deluded, might withdraw their allegiance from him, and recon=
cile themielves to their former fovereign ; he refolved to prevent
them from executing this defign, in cafe they fhould conceive it
and in violation of all the oaths which he had fworn fo lately, he
formed a plan of depriving them of their liberty, by making him=
felf mafler of all the towns into which his troops had alrcady
found, o could by force o firatagem find admiffion.

T frange defign, it is (id, was feft fuggelled to him by
his partifans in France, in order to induce Hlenry to grant him
the affifance which he folicited ; and it was firongly recom-
mended by Fersaques, and other Freach nobility who had ac-
companied him to the Netherlands. Thefe men were all real
or pretended fricnds to Anjou, and affected to be deeply con=
cerned for his honour, with which they perfuaded him,  that
fuch a limited authority as he poffefied was uterly incompa-
Gble. Had they been his moft inveterate. encmics, they could
ot have advifed him to a meafure more likely to prove fatal
to his intercf. Yet this weak prince, without communicating

 his inteation to Biron or Monpeafier, who would haye refufed

eir
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their confent, readily embraced the counfel that was given himy
and immediately proceeded to deliberate with his advifers con*
cerning the means of carrying it into exceution .

Tr was agreed, that the French troops, in all the towns where
they were quanered, fhould, under the pretence of a mutiny,
take up arms, and expel the garrifons ; and in this manner he got
poffefion of Dunkirk, Dixmude, Dendremonde, and feveral
‘other places; but his principal obje@t was the city of Antwerp.
Tt would have been in vain, he belicved, to atempt making
Himfelf mafte of o frong a place by open force, with fo fmall
a number oF his troops as were within the city ; and therefore, in
conjunétion with his counfellors, he exerted all his ingenuity
in contriving how force and. artifice might be united. On this
occafion, Fortune feemed to favour his defign. Towards the
middle of Jaouary, after the froft had continued for fome time, the
States igaified their intention to.have his troops employed in an
expedition againft fome of the enemy’s towas in Fricfland, which,
‘on account of their wet fituation, were accefible only in the time
of froft,  Anjou pretended to enter with great alacrity into this
defign. Hle immediately gave orders to have his troops con-
Auied to the villages in the neighbourhood of Antwerp, where
he held them ready to march upon the fhorteft notice ; and, under
various pretences, he brought to his court at Antwerp almoft all
the French noblefle, who had been difperfed throughout thi¢
Netherlands.

Be1no thus prepared, bis plan was to feize upon the gate of
Cronenbuirg, which lay next to the palace, with his bady=
guards, and to introduce his army filently in the night; but, on

» Thosnas, 1m0l & 10, Meterss, p. 356,
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the day immediately preceding, an obfeure report of s inten-
tion was circulated among the citizens, and a general alarm ex-
cited. ‘The prince of Orange and the magifirates thought it pro-
per to inform the duke of this report, and propofed to hang up
lights in the city, and to firetch chains acrofs the fireets and
gates, i order to quiet the apprehenfions of the people. Anjou
could not, without confirming the fufpicions entertained againft
him, refufe his confent to this propofal; but as e poffelled
2 confiderable fhare of his mothers duplicity and artifice,
e alfumed; with fo much feeming fincerity, the appearance of
indignation againf the authors of the report, accompanied with
fuch firong profeffions of attachment to the Netherlands in
general, and the city of Antwerp in particular, that ot only
the magiftrates, but even the prince of Orange was almoft per-
fuaded of his innocence. The fireets however were barricaded,
the whole town was illuminated, and many of the citizens were:
under arms. .

Tuss circumftances having made it neceflary for Anjou to
change his plan, he went carly next morning to the prince of
Orange’s apartment in the calle, and after informing him that
e had ordered his troops to be drawn out fora general reyiew
‘before their departure for Frielland, he defired the prince to ac-
company him to the field.  Whether William had fill any fuf
cion of his defignis uncertain ; ‘but he declined complying with
bis requeft alleging the badnefs of the day, and the ftate of his
ywound, s an excufe for his refufal ; and he advifed the duke to

ut off the review till fome future day, when the people would

be entirely delivered from thofe apprehenfions with which they

swere at prefent difquicted. Anjou pretended that he would comply
wi
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with his advice, and left him 5 but foon afterwards he fent him 0,0 K
notice, that, finding the day grown better, he flill refolved to

Told the review, as he bad at firt intended. He then gave or-
ders to remove the barricades in the fireet which leads to the gate
of Ripdorp, and fet out, attended with a retinue in arms, amount-
ing to between two and three hundred men.

e had no fooner paffed the gate'and the draw-bridge, tha
His attendants fell, fword in hand, upon the guards, and having
butchered fome of them, obliged the reft to take fhelter in the
guard-houfe. The orders which he had: fent to the camp had
been pun@ually exccated. The whole army was ia motion, and
feventeen companies of foor, fix hundred lances, and four troops
of horfe were at hand, and ready to enter the city. ‘They rufhed
in impetuoully ; and, baving fet fire to fome houfes near the gate,
a5 a fignal for the reft of the troops to haften forward, they fpread
themfelves over the town, crying out, * May the mafs flourifh :
the city is taken.” i

T citizens hiad been in fome meafure ficed from their
apprebenfions, by Avjon’s prosefiations ‘on the evening before ;.
‘buc they had not been put entirely off their guard. They flew
inflandy to arms, sod quickly formed a clofe compaded
body, of fuficient firength to make head again® the enemy.
Theic. number was foon aygmented by others, who flocked to
their afifance from every quarter of the city. None declined
expoling themielves to danger, or trufled to others. for their
defence. They remembered the devafations which had beea.
commited fome years before by the mutinous Spapiards, andi
were |perfuaded; that they could not mow avoid a. repetition:
of ‘tbe difaflers which they then foffered, by any other
mesas, but by exerting their utmoft vigour, and fhewing,

eack
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cach man for Wimfelf, a contempt of danger. Animated there-
fore by the dread of that ruin with which their fortunes,
their friends, their wives and children, were about to'be
overwhelmed; and fired with indignation againft their un-
grateful, perfidious eneiny, they advanced with a degree of
fary which the French troops were unable to withftand.  Many
of the French had entered: the houfes for the fake, of plunder.
Théfe men were quickly furrounded by the citizens, and put
(o the fword: the reft were driven back towards the gate.
There they expeéted, cither. o be fupported by their friends
from the camp, o to make their cfeape out of the city;
but, having - neglefted to fecure the portcullis,  the foldiers,
who had fhut themfelyes up in the guard-houfe, had fallied out
and let it down. By this cireumflance, the French were
thrown into defpair, and the refolution and fpirit of the citizens
augmented, The fituation of the former was now truly de-
Dlorsble: - diappointed of that affilance from without, on
which they had depended, and crowded together into a nar-
row fpace; while thecitizens, who purfied, poured their fhot upon
them without 2 moment's intermiffion ; they fell in heaps bove
ot another, tll the gate was choaked with the dead and wounded.

T citizens made next a defperate attack on a body of French
troops who had mounted the rampart, and cither put them to the
fiword, or tumbled them headlong from the wall.  Of this fcene,
Asou biofelf, and the Swifs troops, who had attempted in vain
10 burlt open the gate, were fpe@ators. At firt he thought it
was the ‘citizens that were thrown down, and believed it muft
have been by accident tha the portcullis had been fhut. He could
sot fuppofe. that the inhabitants, unaccuffomed 1o the ufe of
arms, could, in the fpace of an hour, have'difcomfited fo great

. anumber

VVA.BHSC



PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN.

a number of difciplined forces; but he was foon undeccived in
his conjecture. The citizens, fill inflamed with indignation, on
account of his' unprovoked, atrocious  attempt, pointed their
cannon towards the place where he flood, and killed a confiderable
number of the Swifs.

Taz prince of Orange, who lodged in the caftle, at the oppo-
fite end of the city, remained ignorant for fome time of what
had pifled; and when intelligence of it was brought him, he
at Grft believed it to be fome accidental fouffle between
the inhabitants and’ foldiers; but at laft receiving more cer~
tain information of the truth, he fet out with a part of the
garrifon for the feene of adion. In his way thither he met
Fervaques advancing towards him with a body of French troops,
which had been left behind in the palace, At the firft onfet,
Fervaques himfelf was taken prifoner, and his troops,  dif-
heartened by the lofs of their commander, and fill more by the
confeioufnes of their treachery, were cafily overcome. - William
then proccededto the gate of Ripdorp, where he artived in time
to prevent the citizens from wrecking an ufelefs, though merited,
vengeance upon the prifoners.

Noruixg could be more affedting, fays an hiflorian’ whofe
information was derived fiom ‘eye-witneffes, than the fpectacle at
the gate: the dead bodies piled one above another to 4 confiderable
height, and the wounded mingled with the dead; weltering in blood,
uttering the moft doleful lamentations, and firuggling to difengage
themfelves from each other, or from the bodies of their flavghtcred
friends. At the prince’s interceffion the lives of all the prifoners
were (pared, and many of the wounded recovered, through the
attention and tendernefs of thofe to whofe care they were come
mitted.

+ Yen Metren.
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“Tur number of the French found dead in different parts of
the city, amounted to fifteen hundred, among whom were up=
wards of three hundred perfons of diftinétion. And the prifoners,
including thofe who furrendered to the prince of Orange, were
computed at two thoufand. ~ So great was the lofs which Anjou
fuftained from this ill-concerted enterprife; while onlyone: ‘hundred
of the inhabitants were killed, and the fame number wounded.
It would be impofible, norwithfanding the defperate bravery of
the citizens, to account for this extreme difparity betwixt the lofs
on the one fide, and that on the other, were it not for a cie=
cumftance which one of the hiftorians* has mentioned, that the
Erench, cither from negligence, or their general’s confidence of
fuceefs, bad brought very litle ammunition with them, and,
during the gcatelt part of the combat, fiood expoled to the
cnemy’s fire, without having any other weapon to defend them.
but their fwords.

Tt is cafier to imagine than deferibe the confufion with which
Anjou muft have been overwhelmed, when he refle@ed on the
egregious folly into which he had been betrayed. He pafied the
night in a neighbouriog fort called Berchem, where there was
ncither furniture nor provifions. From that place be wrote a letter
<0 the fenate of Antwerp, in which, after boafting abfurdly of the
proofs which he had given of his attachment to the Netherlands,
e fubjoined, That although the misfortune which had happencd,
had arifen from the unworthy treatment which e had met with,
yet he was deeply penetrated with forrow and Tepentance on ac-
count of it; that he flill retained all his ‘wonted affection towards
them, and had fent them this letter partly to enquire what were
their intentions with refpeét o him, and partly to defire that they

* Reidan.
would
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would fend him his papers, furniture, and fervants 3 hoping that ®
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thefe laft, who were entirely innocent of what had been done, «——

fhould not fufer any harm .

“To this letter the fenate made no return, but referred it to the
confideration of the prince of Orange and the States; and in the
‘mean time Anjou being utterly deflitute of every thing neceflary
for the fupport of his troops, left Berchem and direéled his march
towards Dendremonde.  He intended to have gone thither by the
fhorteft road, but the citizens of Antwerp having fent a number
of armed vellels to oppofe his paflage over the Scheld, he was
obliged to turn back, and to fetch a compafs round by Duffel,
Mechlin, Rimenant, and Vilvorden. Tn this march, befides fuf-
fering the greatelt hardfbips in bis own perfon, he loft a con-
fiderable number of his troops by an inundation of the river Nethe,
From Duffel he wrote letters to the governors of Brufiels, and
other places, in which he.threw the whole blame of what had
happened on the inhabitants of Antwerp, and reprefented the
affair as a tumult, in which his troops, when upon their way to
the camp, had interfered, butwhich had acifen in confequenceof the
ill ufage which he himfelf had received, This difingenuous con=
dué: ferved to exafperate the people of Antwerp more than ever
againft him, and they publifhed 2 vindication of their condust,
fetting forth, “ That they ‘had in all refpeéts demeancd themfelves
towards him as became goed and faithful fubjects. - They. had
given him even more than their proportion of the fupplics, and
had raifed the fum of feventy thoufand guilders; which, inflead of
applying it to pay the arrears duc to the army, be had diftributed
among his French and Swifs troops 1 encourage them in their
Late atrocious attempt, Nothing could be more palpably unjuft

+ Mesere, p.335-
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than to impute that attempt to the citizens of Antwerp, fince, on¢
the fame day, the French troops had offered the fame violence i
other places. By the kind providence of Heaven, the plan’ con-:
certed to enflase them, had been fruftrated, in fuch towns as were:
of the greateft importance ; and it was their carnft prayer,  that,
the duke might become fenfible of the iniquity of bis conduth,
and refolve for the future (0 govern the provinces conformably to
thofe fundamental laws of the conftitation, which, at his acsel--
fion, he bad folemaly fvorn o obferve.”

Tk news of what had Kappened, having been quickly diffur.
fed throughout the provinces, excited univerfal aflonifbment and.
indignation. The prince of Parma, defirous to improve the oppor=
tunity which was prefented to him, attempted to reconcile the
people to their ancient government. But his endeavours were not
more fuccefsful now than formerly, 'The confederates were deaf”
<o his propofals; and even refufed to appoint amballadors to treat
with him concerning peace.

Tuz States in the mean time were deliberating concerning:
the letter which Anjou had written to the fenate of Antwerp..
Had they lilened to that juft refentment with which they were:
inflamed, they would not have hefitated to declare that he had.
Forfeited the fovercignty. But they confidered how extremely:
critical their fituation was become, while Anjou was mafter of fe-
eral of their fortified towns, and the prince of Parma hovered,
round them with an army, againft which they were unable to con=
tend. In this perplexity they intreated the prince of Orange, who.
had hitherto remained filent, to afit them with his: counfel.
No perfon. felt more fenfibly for. the diftrefs. into. which. An=
jou's temerity had plunged the confederacy ; and no perfon had

o a jufter
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a jufter ground of provocation. It was by his means chiefly that
Anjou had obtained the fovereignty; and yet it could not be
doubted, that in fending Fervaques with troops to the caflle, as
above related, the intention was to deprive him cither of his
e or of his liberty. Notwithfanding this, William had at firft
interpofed to prevent the citizens from ufing any violence againt
the prifoners ; and he now gave the following conciliatory advice
0 the States in writing, as he generally did in matters which he
deemed of high importance.

Tr was not, he faid, without reluctance, that he had refolved
to deliver his opinion on the difficult queftion which was now be-
fore them, as it had of Jatc been the praice of many perfons to
‘blame him for every misfortunc that had befallen the confederacy.
Even if he had been invefled with abfolute authority, their cenfure
<would have béen unjuft, fince the iffues of things belong to God
only, and 1o man can anfiwer for the fuccels of the beft concerted
enterprife.  Confidering his age, and the injuftice with which he
Tad been treated, it would be prudent perhaps not to expofe-him-
{If again to the obloquy of his detrators., But his concern for
the profperity of the Netherlands would not fuffer him to main~
tain that filence, which a regard to his perfonal cafe and fecurity.
sequired; efpecially as they had affured him that they would take
in good part, and interpret favourably, whatever counfel he fhould
offer.

NoriixG was farther from his intention than to attempt to
julify that atrocious violence which had been lately perpetrated :
on the contrary, he thought the condut of the duke had been
fuch as proved beyoad a pofibility of doubt, that he had for-

Ua feited
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300K feited his title to the fovercignty. Notwithflanding this, no per-

XVill,

. fon, he believed, who fuffered himfelf to confider atentively the
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courfe of events fince their rft connesion with the duke, would.
deny that this connexion had been attended with advantages,
By his troops, not only the fiege of Gambray, but that of Lochem
t00, had been raifed, and the whole province of Guelderland there=
by faved from the depredations of the enemy. In confequence
of his eleCtion, peace had been eftablifhed between the catholics
and proteflants in France, and the lattee leftat liberty to enter in~
to the fervice of the States. Not to mention what they ought
prehaps t0 prize more than any thing elfe, that, by eledting the
duke for their fovereign, not only the authority, but the name
and arms of Spain, had been abolifhed in the Netherlands, and &
foundation laid, upon which their liberty might be firmly efta-
blifhed, provided they fhould exert themfelves with their wonted
2eal and vigour. When thefe things were confidered, there would
not appéar much ground for the cenfures pafled on thofe by
‘whom the duke’s election had been promoted. ~But whether they.
1iad judged wifely or unwifely, the States muft now refolve cither
to make peace with the king of Spain, or truft for the future to
their own firength, or enter into terms of accommodation with
the duke.

Wrrn regard to the firft of thefe, he obferved, that befides
that all the fume reafons ill fubfifted againft returning under the
Spanifh yoke, which had formerly determined them to fhake it
off; it muft appear prepofterous to think of reconciling’themfélves
as fubjedts to a prince, whofe name and enfigns were obliterated,
and whofe authority they had fo folemnly renounced. There was
truth in what fome perfons (friends of Spain more than thelr na-

dive
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twe country) had fuggelied, that it was more defirable for the
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people of the Low Cautries to be fubjet to a diflant, than toa

neighbouring prince, as it muft be more difficult for the former,
than for the latter, to encroach upon their liberty. But this
maxim could net, in the prefent divided flate of the Netherlands,
be urged in favour of the dominion of the king of Spain ; who,
befides poffeffing a powerful army ready to overwheli them, was
ablolute mafter of feveral of the provinces ; and was therefore, in
zaality, much neazer to the confederacy than any other prince.

ProwprED by this and other confiderations, they had beftowed
the fovercignty on the duke of Anjou; and b, it could not be de- -
mied, had forfeited b title it This was acknowledged even by
the duke himfelf, who was now-fenfible-of his folly.  But not-
withftanding his tepentance, there was mueh ground to doubt of
the expediency of entering into a fecond agreement with one by
whom the firft had been fo grofsly violated.: There was ground
10 dread that the fame evil counfellors, by whom. the duke had
‘een once deluded, might again deceive him 5 and there was rea=
{on to fufped, that confidence could not be foon reftored between «
the French troops and the people of the Netherlands.

On the other hand, he thought it his duty to call their atten-
fion to the confequences which muft attend their refufing to be pa-
cified. The duke would deliver all the fortified towns which he
polleled, iato the hands of the Spaniards, - Both he and his bro-
ther, the king of France, would from friends be converted into
the moft bitter enemies; from whom all that mifchief might be’
expecied, that can be contrived and excuted by thofe who are ftc
mulated by ambition, and inflamed with animofity and refeatment.
An immediate fop would be put by the French King o their
‘commerce with bis fubjefls; and while he would fhut his harbours

i 6 agai
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D00 K againkt their fhips, he would open a palfage through his donii-
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sions for the troops of the king of Spain. Even the queen of
England, though highly diffatisfed with the duké’s condud, yet
wiere fie to be informed that the States had obftinately refufed to
be reconciled, would be exccedingly offeaded.  And if they fhould
Iofe her favour, s well as that of France, to what otber friend
could they have recourfe, either dble or willing to fupport them ?
They muft for the future trult for their prefervation entirely
1o themfélves, They muf, without delay, make a numerous
augmentation of their forces ; and yet he knew not where thefe
forces could be raifed, fince the devaftation of the war had been: o
great in every province of the confederacy, that fearcely a fuffi-
cient number of the people remained, to carry on their trade and
manufacures. In order to maintain fuch an army as was necel=
fary, much larger fums of money were requifite, than had hither-
to been colleted.  What thefe were, would appear from the

‘fcheme which he now delivered to them, containing a particular

defeription of all the ordinary and extraordinary expences of the
war, From the difficulty which they had experienced in procur~
ing money for paying the gareifons alone, they might judge whe-
ther they were poflefied of funds adequate to the expence both of
thefe and of an army in the field; without which, it was im-
poffible that they could for any confiderable time refit the cnemy.

H was far from cenfuring thofe who advifed them to truft to
the Almighty for protetion. The counfel ‘of thefe perfons was
‘pious and well intended; but he thought, that to engage in any
difficult enterprife without the means of carrying it into execu-
tion, was more properly to tempr the Divine Providence than to
trultin it; and that thofe only could be faid to exereife a proper
truflin God, who, after embracing the moft favourable opportu-
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sifics of a@tion, had recourfe to Hleaven by prayer, to crown their 30,0
wndertakings with fuccefs. It behoved them therefore flill atten- ——

sively to confider their ftrength and tiir refources; and if, with=
out foreign aliftance; they hould find them fufficieat for the pur-
‘pofes which they had in view, they would, in his opinion, judge
wifely in refolving to retain the fovereignty in their own hands.
Trere was a time when the people of the Neherlands might
Have eflablilbed themfelves in this happy flatc of freedom and
independence ; when, in fpite of the king of Spain, they might
have expelled. his: brother John of Auftia from the provinces:
But our prefent fituation, continued William, is widely different
from what it was at the tme of which I fpeak. = A powerfll
Spanifh army, feconded by thofe who were then our friends, is at
our gates. The ftrengih. of the confederacy is impaired. Even
with, the affitance of the Erench troops, we have beea unable to
flop the progrefs of the enemy: - If meverthelefs you fhall, upor:
inquiry, find that .you. are able, by making. greater exertions,
to do more alone, than when you were afiifled by otliers, banifh
for ever all thoughts of an accommodation with the duke, and re-
folve henceforth, aloneand unaffiied,. ©0 oppofe both hirm and the
Spaniards. _ Proceed inflantly to the exccution of your defigns
But I dread that before you can. make.the preparations neceflary.
for entering upon adtion, before you can colle@ citbe the tronps
or the money requifite, and_even before you can appoint a gene~
1al to command your forces, many of your towns will be taken;
and many of them, defpairing of relicf, will enter into terms of acs
commodation with the Spaniards. For thefe reafons you will judge,
pechaps, that in your prefent circumfances the wifeft refolution.
which you can form, is o enter into a treaty of reconcilement
with the duke. And if this hall be the refult of your delibe-

rations,
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ratians, T have only one other counfel to-fugget, which is, to
give particulr atention in your new agreement o prevent the
fortified towns from being expofed on any future oscafion to'that
danger from which the city of Antwerp has fo narrowly efcaped s
and for this purpofe to require, that no officer or foldier fhall be
admited into garrifons without taking an oath of allegiance and
fidelity to the States

Tit1s reafoning of the prinee of Orange produced the defired
cffet upon a great majoricy of the deputies, and a negociation
was immediately begun, and foon afterwards a treaty of peace
and reconciliation was concluded on the following conditions s
That all the French prifoners in Antwerp fhould be fet at liberty,
the duke’s papers and other cffedls reflored, and ninety thoufand
guilders given him for difcharging the arrears due to his troops.
"That be fhould delivr up allthe towms which he had fized, re-
tire to Dunkirk ur hundred foot and three hundred horfe,
and remain there till every point-of difference fhould be entirely
fettled 5 that he fhould renew the oath which he took at
auguration, o govern the provinces according to the fundamental
Taws, and that all his troops hould take an oath of allegiance to
the States, binding themfelves to ferve them faithfully againft their
cncmics, and never to be concerned in any attempt to the preju-
dice of their authority.

in-

As in promoting this agreement the prince of Orange appears
o have a@ed under a convition, that there was no other expe-
dient by which the confederacy could be faved from ruin fo, in
being able-to perfiade the States to adopt i, he gave the moft con-
vincing proof of his unlimited influence over that affembly. The

* Van Meteren s0d Thussas.
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people in general, efpecially in Flanders and Brabant, awere ex-
wemely averfe. to any accommodation. Their hereditary aati~
pathy againft the French had, on this occafion, rifen to the greateft
height.  Many of the deputics too were animated with the fame
averfion and refentment s nor can it be doubted, that if they had
not been prevented by that deference which they had been long
accuflomed to entertain for William’s opinion, they would have
proceeded againft Anjou to the utmoft extremities, and have re-
folved never more to acknowledge his authority.  The Spaniards
were not ignorant by whom the States had been prevented
from forming this refolution; and they were now convinced,
that, til. the prince of Orange were removed; no event, how=
ever promifing, would induce the confederates to return to
their allegiance. They had recourfe therefore to the difhio~
nourable means of private affafination ; and to attempt it, dif-
ferent perfons were infligated about this time by Philip or his
miniflere 5 one of them by Philip himfelf, according to he de-
claration of the criminal ; but more probably, by his minifters at
Madrid : another by his ambaffidor at the court of France ; and
a third by the marquis de Roubais and the prince of Parma. The
confpiracy of the two former was deteed, and they fuffered
deaths and the laft, a French officer, whom Roubais had taken
prifoner, ‘and who had pretended to agree to the propofal, in or-
der to procure his liberty, gave information to William’s friends
of the arguments which had been employed to perfuade
fhewed by his condud® afterwards in the fervice of the States, the
fincerity of his abhorrence of that unhallowed deed which he had
been folicited to perform .

* Meteren, p. 343
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Tie davger to which the prince was fo ofien expofed from
the inveterate réfentment of the Spaniards, ought to have endear-
ed his perfon and councils to his countrymen, and they produced
\his ceét in a high degree upon all thofe who were able
to comprehend the wiflom and moderation with which he had
condu@ed their affairs. But great numbers having formed their
judgment of Anjow’s ele@tion to the fovercigaty, from the late un-
happy confequences with which it had been accompanied, could
ot refrain from aferibing fome finifler intention 0 thofe who,
had been adtive in promoting it. They were incapable of di-
cerning the frength of the motives by which William had been
prompred to advife the States to renew their ageement, and they.
even foftered fufpicions of his having attached himfelf to the duke,
with & ¥iew to the attaining of fome private advantage. This fpi=
1it of difcontent was not confined to the vulgar, but likewife in-
fetted feveral of the deputies of the States, who became fullen and
refraory s and by their contentious oppofition to almoft every
meafre that was propofed, difturbed and retarded the delibera-
‘ons of that alfembly. A great majority, however, of the members
agreed to employ the French. and Swifs troops under marefchal
Biron, whom the duke had appointed o command them. Biron
having not only had no. eoncern. in the atempt upon Antwerp,
but having been confidered by Anjou as one by whom it would
Jave been oppoled, was the moft unesceptionable perfon to whom
the command could have been commitied, and he had been long
difinguithed for his military fkill and experience. Atfirlthis asms
‘were attended with fuccefs. He compelled the fort of Wouda to
furrender, and with inferior forces be repulied the prince of
Parma, who had attacked his lines near the town of Rofendal.
Bat it was impoffble for him with fo fmall an army to flop the

‘progrefs
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progeels of the Spaniards in other places, or to face them in the P00 ¥
open ficld.  Farnefe thercfore puthed his conquefls with great ra- =
pidity, and made himfelf mafter of Endove, Dieft, and Wefterlo, .
while he pradifed every art of negociation and intrigue againft

Bruges, Ghent, and other places.

Durixe the courle of thefe tranfactions the duke of Anjou fell
nto a lingering illnefs at Dunkirk, which was generally {uppofed
10 be the effe@ of thofe hardihips which he fuffered in his retreat
from Aotwerp. Whether he believed himfelf infecure in
fent fieuation, while the prince of Parma was fo brifkly carrying
on his conquefts in the neighbourhood, o found that his health
sequired a change of air, and a relaxation from the fatigucs of bu-
fincfs, or whether he had conceived hopes at this tme of obtaining,
by a perfonal interviery with bis brother, more powerful affitance
than he had hitherto reccived, does not appear with fufficient evi-
dence. But whatever vas the motive which determiaed him, he
left Dunkirk and fet out for France.

s pre-

Tite prince of Parma was no fooner iaformed of his depasture, Progtiof
than he quitted Herentals, and led his troops to Dunkirk.  The gl
Sutes, aware of the importance of that place, ordered mar-

{hal Biron to march with all his forces to its relief. But fuch
was the refentment which the Ghentefe and other Flemings had
conceived gainft the French, that no confideration could prevail
wpon them to fuffer Biron to pals throvgh their terrtorics.  They
had refolved, they fxid; never to accede to the late agreement
with the duke, whom they could not truft, and they would not be
indebted o his trcops for their defence. The confequence to be
expedted followed, The garrifon of Dunkirk, which confified
wholly of Erench, gave up the tow o a few days to the prince of

X2 5 Parma.
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Parma.  He then lid fege to Nieuport, and took it with fo much
facility, as gave ground for a fufpicion of treachery on the part of
the garrifon.  He intended next to have invefied Oftend, but hav-
ing learnt that the prince of Orange had taken particular pains to
provide for its fecurity, he relinquifhed his defign ; and having
turned his arms againfl Dixmude and Meningen, he fubdued thefe
and feveral other places with a degree of celerity with which the
people of the Netherlands had never been accuftomed to fee any
military enterprifes carried on. But his fuccefs ferved only to
dazzle and confound the confederates, inflead of opening their
eyes to the fatal confequences of that difcord which had expofed
fo great a number of their aflociates an eafy prey to the Spaniards.
Except augmenting the garrifons of two or three towns, in the
prefervation of which fome of the deputies were perfonally in-
terefted, no vigorous refolution of any confequence was formed
by the States, although they held their fefions daily, and were
daily alarmed with frefh accounts of fome new lofs which the
confederacy had fuftained.
ApouT this time an incident fell out at Antwerp which firong-
Iy marks the fpirit by which the Flemings were adtuated on
this occafion. The prince of Orange having given orders for
building an additional rampart for the greater fecurity of the
caflle, fome fecret partifans of Spain took occafion from thence
to infinuate, that he intended to deliver that fortres to the
Freach, and was now preparing it for their reception.  The
people too eafly believed this injurious fuggeflion and hav-
ing taken up arme, they ran tumultuoully to the caflle, with a
refolution to expel the garrifon.  William immediately prefented
himfelf before them. ~ The fight of a perfon whom they had been
fo long accuftomed to. revere, joined to the evidence which they
received
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reccived on the fpot, of the utter falfehood of that report which 20,0 K
they had fo fatbly eredited, appeafed the fary of the greater num-

ber, and quelled the tumult. - But there were fome among them
more audacious aod malignant. than the refl, who called him

i

by the contumelious names of deferter and traitor of his country.

This. treatment, o unmerited from a people whom he had faved

from ruin, affe@ed him in the moft fenfible maoner. Hle admo-

nifhed the magifizates to take cognifance of the licentioufncfs of

swhich they had been fpedtators. Butfinding, that, on account of the

great number of the guilty, they were afraid to exerelfe their au-

thority, he left Antwerp, and retired into Zealand, after having He i o
delivered diredtions to the magiftrates in writing, for the govern- Jay:=.
‘ment and defence of the city, and nominated the Sicur de St. Al
degonde, chief magifkrate, or governor, for the eafuing year'.

Wit Lian did not intend by changing the place of his refidence
1o withdraw his attention from the fouthern provinces. Hein-
terefted himfelf as much as ever in their affairs, and meant only
to provide for his own fecurity, and to remove the aflembly of
the States (which was fummoned to meet at Middleburg) to &
fituation in which the deputies would not be fo much influenced
by the emifaries of Spain, nor o much difturbed in their delibe-
sations by the tumultuous difpofition of the people.  He fill em-

+Oftheation s maine gy el e s of Orng, o e
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Ployed all s intereft to reconcile the cities of Brabant and Flan-
ders to the continuance of the French troops in the Netherlands.
And his endeavours proved effectual with Bruffels, and fome
othér towns which lay neareft to the enemy; but Ghent, and
‘moft of the other cities, remained as inflexible as ever, and refolv-
<d never to admit the French within their tertitorics, or to be in-
debted to them for protetion. The States therefore found it ne-
celfary to give orders for the departare of thefe troops, at a time
when every friend of his country, who fuffered himfelf o reflect
on the critieal fituation of the confederacy, thought that the pro-
vinces ought rather to have made conceflions to Anjou and the

French king, in order to induce the latter to augment their num-=
ber: Biron put them on board tranfports at Birvlict, and thence
condu@ed them by fea to France.

Tue Spaniards were now at liberty to purfue their conquefts al-
‘moft without oppofition.  Farnefe immediately formed the blockade
offpres.  Aloft was fold to him by an Englifh and Walloon garti-
fon for the payment of theis arrears. The country of Wacs, and
the town of Ruplemonde on the Scheld, were fubdued, and Zut-
phen too was taken by furprife; the confequence of which was,
that the Veluwe; an extenfive territory between the Iffel and the
Rbine, was laid open to the incurfions of the encmy.

Ix the mean time the fecret partifans of Spain were daily in-
ereafing in Bruges, Ghent, and other places. Many pecfons had
declared themfelves againft Anjou with fo much violence, that
they dreaded his return. Many were intimidated by the rapidity
of the prince of Parma’s conquefis. Some having been intrufted
with the public money, were afraid of being called to account for
their management of it by the prince of Orange and the States,
an
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sind all of them were allured to their firt allegiance by the mode-
ration with which Farnefe treated fuch as had already fubmitted
to him, and the firié fidelity with which he adhered to bis en-
gagements.

AoxG the perfons who, prompted by thefe motives, were de-
firous of again reducing their country under the Spanifh govern-
ment; the prince of Orange had the mortification to find his bro-
ther-in-law, count Heremberg. This nobleman, weak, fncon-
flant, and governed by his wife, who was the prince’s fiflr, but
had for fome time been at variance with her brother, had formed
the defign of delivering the province of Guelderland, of which be
had been appointed governor, into the hands of the Spaniards.
His plot hasing been detecled before it was ripe for execution, he
\was feized and imprifoned by an order of the States. Bt having
been afterwards et at Tiberty upon his parole, he gave irrefragable
‘proof of his guilt by flying over to the enemy.

e prince of Chimai's intrigues in Flanders were more fuc-
cefiful than thofe of Heremberg. - Hewas cldelt fon of the duke
D Arfehot, and had been educated in the catholic faith, but fome
time before the prefent period, hie had apenly profefled the reform-
ed religion, and attached himfelf with much apparent zeal to the
pasty of the prince of Orange and the States. ~ Confious that both
his religion and patriotifin were mere grimace, he had laboured
with confummate artifice to emove any fufpicions that might be
entertained of his fincerity.  He was perpetually furrounded with
the protefant minifters, with whom he lived on the moft fa-
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miliar terms; and he publifhed an apology for bis conduét, in *

which, with the higheft encomiums on the proteftant faith, he
mingled the bitterelt invedtives againft Philip, beRowing on him
: every
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Q0K every reproschful epithet which the moft implacable hatred could
ey

foggefl. By thefe means he had infinuated himfelf into the
fasour of great numbers of the proteflants, and particularly thofe
of Bruges, who conferred upon him the government of their
town, The prince of Orange, having received information of
a fecret correfpondence which he held with the catholics, had
at firft attempted to diffuade the people of Bruges from cle@-
ing him their governor, and he now gave fecret inflructions to
the magiftrates, to employ colonel Boyd, a Scotch officer, who
commanded one of the regiments in garrifon, 0 deprive Chimai
of his authority. Boyd affeéted to enter heartily into the plan
propofed, but he betrayed the magilrates, and gave immediate in-
Formation of their defign to Chimai who, through an artful
mifreprefentation of their condu®, was enabled to cxpel them
from the city. He then put others into their place who were de-
voted to his intereft, and fill pretended all his wonted zeal for
the reformed religion, till, having obliged many of the princi-
pal citizens to withdraw, he made him@elf mafier of the town,
and then delivered it to the prince of Parma, upon condition
that the prince fhould confer upon him the government of the
province, - To the obtaining of this requeft, which was granted
by Farnefe, and confirmed by Philip, Chimai thought himfelf the
better intitled, as he had contributed in the fame perfidious man-
ner to the reduétion of Ipres, which, after a blockade of nine
‘months; had lately been obliged to furrender. Not long after
this he threw off the mafk of religion, and both he and one of the
proteftant minifters, who had been a principal inflrument of his
decei, publickly abjured Galvinifin, and declared themfelves con=
vents to the popifh faith.
Mceren,p. 157, Thissos, b, s .55

An
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At attempt of the fame nature with that of Chimai on Bruges' 7.8,6 ¢
was made by Imbife, and other agents of Farnefe, to reduce Ghent
and Dendremonde under the Spanith power. In order to fecond
their endeasours, the prince of Parma had pitched his camp be~
tween Ghent and Bruges; but the plan which had been formed
for the furprife of Dendremonde was difeovered, and Imbife, the
principal eontriver, who was chicf magifirate of Gheat, a fatious
and turbulent old man, was condemned and executed.

DG thefe tranfaions, the prince of Orange was employed De of Ae-
in eftablifhing a thorough reconcilement between the States and tia

the Duke of Anjou, whofé return with a numerous' army Wil
liam confidered as the only remedy for the increafing calamities
of the commonwealth. There was more. reafon now than ever to
expeét that Anjou would foon be able to fulfil his engagements.
Through the Queen mother's interceflion, Henry had openly
Adeclared his refolution to excrt himfelf with vigour i the fup-
port of his brother’s intereft in the Netherlands. = An amba(fador
had been fent by the States to congratulate the duke on this
defirable event, and to acquaint him of their having confented to
certain conditions which e had propofed. His joy on this oc=
cafion was extreme, and he now indulged the moft flattering
expe@ations; but he did not long furvive thefe events, which
gave bim fo much pleafure. Having nver enjoyed perfect
‘health fince the hardfhips which he underwent in his retreat
from Antwerp, he was feized about this time with an illncfs
which might have been eafily accounted for, from the unfound

fate of his conftitution ; but which, agreeably to the practice of the
age, was atiributed to poifon®s Whatever was the caufe, he died

e oot have beea gies him by bis yfiian, bribed b the cout of Spsn.
Vor. I1. Y in -
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BOOK ingreat pain, at Chateau-Thierry, on the 1oth of June, 1584, at

 the age of thirty.

Hichnae.  SUCH was the conclufion of the refilefs lfe of this prince, whofe
weakneffes and vices were equally pernicious to himfelf, to the
Netherlands, and to France: Improvident of the future, and un-
able to judge for himfelf, he was a flave to the felfith purpofes of
others, as well as to his own humour and caprice. He feems like-
wife 1 have been incapable of difccrning the merit or demerit of

thofe who approachicd him, ‘or the foundnéfs or folly of the coun=
fels which they offered. He was not.void of friendfhip o attach-
ment, and he was ative and ambitious ; but he was entirely
defitute of that paticnce, fieadinefé, and refolation, which are ne-
ceffary in carrying on any important enterprife ; and his conduct
towards the United Provinces. above related; too clearly juflifies
what was fxid of him by his fifter Margaret, that if fraud and in-
fidelity were to be banifhed from the earth, there was in him a-
fock fufficient from which it might be foon replenifhed".
Alfiosion YET his death, at the prefent crifis, was a real calamity
SEASEe 1o the people of the United Provinces but the memory.of it
was foon cffaced by a much greater calamity, which in a few
wecks afterwards befel them, in the death of the prince of
Orange; againt whom one of thofe atrocious attempts, to which
Philip's profeription gave bicth, proved at laft fuccefsful. It was
planned, and aficrwards executed in Delfi, by Balthazar Gerard,
a native of Villefans in Burgundy. This mah, in order to faci-
ltate his admiffion into the prince’s prefence, had called himfelf
the fon of a French proteflant, of the name of Guion, who had

» Benivogli, 275. Diel, 1. v &c. 7
6 fuffered
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fuffered for the fake of his religion. By this fititious account of
His extraction, joined to an artful affectation of zeal for the re
formed religion and the fervice of the States, he became known to
the prince; and William was o far deceived by this impoftor, that
e put him into the train of an ambaffador to the court of France.
“This mark of confidence did not divert him from bis ungencrous
defign s on the contrary, he had 1o fooner returned from France,
than he refolved to carry it into exccution ; and he would have
done fo, as he afterwards declared, on bis firlt areival, when he
swas admitted with letters into the prince’s apartment, if he had
not neglected to furnifh himfelf with arms. Bt in a few days
after, having returned to the palace; on the preteace of applying
for a paflport, he placed himfelf at the door of that apartment,
in which the prince was at dinner with bis wife Louifa de Cologni,
and s fifter the countefs of Scwartzenburgh, and waited there,
with a cloak caft round him, till they were setiring into another
room.  The princefs obferving him look confufed and pale, was
greatly alarmed, and enquired what he wanted. He comes for
a paffport, anfwered the prince; when the affafin, Repping for=
ward, fhot him in the body with a piftol loaded with three balls;
William bad time only to fay, * God have mercy on me, aod this

affieted people: T am grievoufly wounded.” Immediately after
which he fell down, and in a few moments afterwards expired
the princefs, overwhelmed with anguifh, looking on; whofe pe=
culiar fate it was to fee her fecond hufband mucdered; as her
illaftrious father, and Her firft hufband, the amiable Teligni, had
been, in the maffacre of Paris, ‘fome years before.

5 1 the sy feond yese of ki g
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Tz murderer in the mean time had made bis efcape out of
e palace by a back-door, and liad almoft reached the ramparts-
He was preparing {0 thiow himfelf into the ditch, which was full
of water, in the hopes of being able to fwim over, when e was
overtaken by two of the prince’s guards.

Urox bis firt examination he declared, thaty fix years before
he prefent periods he had formed the defign of puing the prince
to death that he had then been deterred from his purpofe by his
Friends ; that he had again refumed it, when the king publifhed
his edict of profeription’; that having been in the fervice of Du
Pré, fereary to count Manfelt, i had procured from him fome
black fubferiptons of the couats, which, in order o gaia credit,
be had delivered to the prince; that he had communicated. his
defign to four jefits in Treves dnd Tournay, who affured him,
‘hatif he fhould dic in the execution of it, he would be decmed
a martyr by the church,

o thefe circumftances, after the torture was applied, he fob~
foned, that the reward promifed i the proferption had been his
principal motive; that he had made kaown bie purpole (0 the
prince of Parm, and had becn defired by him 10 conterle ity his
feertary, Chriftopher Afonville; that Aflonville had defred bimy
to reficét on the difficultics which he muft encounter; but had
Tared bim, that he could not perform a more accepiable fervice
ither to the King or the prince of Parma; that he might depend
with perfedt fecuity, upon: reciving the money promifed in the
King's i€ of profeription ; but exhorted him repeatedly to denyy
in eale of his being feized, that the prince of Parma had approved
‘of his defgn; although the prince, he fsid, had in reaity approved
of ity aad had confented to his ufing the blank fubferiptions.

7 Waen
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WiEN he was informed of the fentence pronounced againtt him,
in which it was ordained, that his right haod fhould be burnt off,
and the flefh of his body torn from the bones with burning pinects,
he was at firflt thrown into the ‘moft dreadful conflternation, and.
Tamented bitterly that he had fuffered the thirft of wealth to
betray him iato an adtion, which had plunged him into fuch
intolerable mifery ; but he foon recovered his patural fortitude,
and faid, that, far flom repenting of what he had done, he was
confious of having merited the favous of God, and was fure of be-
ing admitted into a flate of eternal happinefs. And in this temper
of mind he remained, both in the interval before his execution,
and in the time of it, during which he exhibited a degree of
compofire and tranguillty that illed the fpediators with aonith-

cot.

Tz higheft encomiums were beftowed on this deladed wretch
by the popifh ceclefialics in the fouthern provinces; and in many
e they would have lighted up bonfies, and celebrated public
rejoicings if the cofent of the people could have been obisinc
bt even the prince of Parma’s troops refufed to join in thefe re-
icings, and openly declared the condemnation of an a3, which
they found repugasnt to the diflates of their hearts, whatever
might be fid in jufifcation of i, on the principles of crooked.
‘politics, or the popifh faith.

I will be unneceffary to inform the reader of the grief and con-
fermation, which this melanchly event diffufed throughot the
confederated provinces. Each perfon mourned as for his pareaty
bie guardian, and fiend, and felt for the lofs which the Stte
had fuflinedy as men arc wont to feel for their privatc aad do-
mclic calamities, Being now deprived of the perfon whofe
vidom had, for many years, been their principal fupport, they

confidered
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confidered themfelves as deflitute and forlorn, and were over-
whelmed with the moft gloomy apprehenfions of their future
fate”.

Niver was any perfon better fitted than the prince of Otange
for the difficult fituation in which he was pliced, or better quali=
fied for the arduous tafk of delivering an injured people from the
yoke of their oppreffor. Even his bittereft ggemes allow Him to
have been poffeffed of vigilance, applicition, penctration, and fa-
gacity, joined with a peculiar dexterity in governing the fnclina-
tions of men, and in conciliating and preferving their affe@ions.
To thefe accomplifhments both the hiftory of his life, and the
teftimony of the beft informed hiflorians, authorife s to add the
virtues of fortitude and ‘magnanimity, of jutice and equity, of
patience, equanimity, and moderation, which were never perhaps
found united in one perfon in fo eminent a degree”. Amidttall
the variety of fortune which he experienced, he was never either
elated or deprefled; but whether the events in which he was in=
terefted were profperous or adverfe, he preferved on all occafions
the fame compofure and ferenity of foul.

BY a refpedable popih hiftorian”, he is accufed of avarice and
sapacity, yet that author has not been able to produce a fingle faét
10 jultfy his charge. Tt appears not from any hiftorian, that he
was ever guilty of employing his power for the purpofe of advanc-
ing his private intereft to the prejudice cither of individuals or the
public. He always declined taking any concern in adminiflering
the finances. He did not even exa payment of the revenue
which the States had appointed him ; and at his death he left his

= Vin Meteren, . 365, Bentiveglio, i
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grivate affairs o much encumbered, that the States found it ne- P00 K

ceffiry to make provifion for' the fipport of his widow and —

children *, s
Tus fume biftorian has loaded him with the imputation of

fiaud and bypoerify, of which however no proof was ever given

but general invedlive, nor a fingle inflance of deceit produced by

his moft inveterate enemies. Before his rupture with Philip, he

tefificd on all occafions bis difapprobation of the meafures that

were purfued; and after ity he aded uniformly the part of an

open foe. He had no religion, fay fome cartholic writers, but

‘what his interefk and ambition didated. Yet he was decent and

rreproachable in his condut, as well a5 punctual in difcharging

the fundions of that religion which he profefied ; nor do thefe

authors pretend to offer any other evidence to jufify their fur-

mife, but that he gave up the catholic religion, in which he had

een educated at the court of the emperor, and returned to that

‘His religion was not indeed of the Tame fpiriceither with that of
thofe whom he forfook, or of many of thofe whofe caufe be
adopted. It fuffered him not to regard cither fpeculative opinions
or external rites, s fufficient ground for haraffing and butchering
thofe from whom he differed in opinion. But in an age of cruel
gloomy fuperiition, with which almoft all the companions of hix
youth were deeply infedled, his religion, conformably to the ex-
ample and precepts of its author, was mild, moderate, and hu-
mane. - Nor was it to one et of chriftians only that his modera-
tion and humanity extended. As be did what he could, while be
adhered to the catholic faith, to put a ftop to the perfecution of the
proteflants; fo after he had embraced the reformed religion, he
Wik,
exerted
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exerted bis moft frenuous endeavours to prote€t the catholics from
violence, and to procure liberty for them to exercife their religion
a5 far s was confiftent with the public peace. To infer from this
condu@ that he had no religion of his own, is going a great deal
Farther than to affert the lawfulnefs of perfecution it s equivalent
to maintaining, that no chriftian can be fincere who can live at
peace with thofe who differ from him in his religious perfuafion.

Tr is not to the purpofe which the popifh hiflorians intended to
ferve by their portraits of William's charater, to fay of him that
e was ambitious: in itfelf; ambition merits ncither praife nor
blame, but is culpable or laudable according to the end at which
it alpires, and the means which it employs.  But if we judge con=
cerning the charadler of the prince of Orange according to this
criterion, it muft be impoffible for perfons fo oppofite in their prin-
ciples, as the catholic and proteftant hiftorians, to agree.

Tr with the former, we place the rights of all fovercigns on the
fame foundation, without diflinguifhing between an_ abfolute
‘prince and the fovercign of a free people, and believe that every
prince is, by an indefeafible and divine right, intitled to exercife
2 defpotic power over the religion and liberty of his fubjedts ; i
wwe believe, that, with the permiffion of the pope, a king may vio-
e his mof folemn oaths, and that the obligations of his fubjects
to obedience remain in force, even after every condition upon
which they entered into them has been violated : if; with fuch
principles as thefe, we judge of the charadter of the prince of
Orange, it will be difficult not to confider im as guilty both of
perjury and rebellion; and in this cafe, the moft favourable ver-
{2 that can be pafled upon his condud is to fay, that it pro-
ceeded from a criminal ambition.

Bur
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Bur if, on the other hand, we regard the pontiff's pretenfions
1o the power of fetiing men at liberty from their oatha as abfurd
and impious; if we régard the rights of fubjedts as no lefs facred
than thofe of Kibgs; if we diflinguilh between a prince. invefled
with unlimited authofity, arid one whofe power is circamferibed
Dby the fundsmental laws of the State; between a prince whofe.
xight to'his dominions is indeafeafible, and one who obtained his
fovercigoty only upon certain terms, which he fvore to fulfl,
‘while his fubje@s engaged to yield their obedience on condition of
his fulfilling them ; in this cafe, our judgment of William’s cha~
ra@er will be extremely different from what it was on the former
fuppofition.  We fhall not be fatisfied with barely afferting his in-
nocence of thofe crimes of which his enemies have accufed him,
but fhall. confer upon him the glorious appellations which his
countrymen beflowed, of the father of his country, and the guar-
dian of its liberty and Taws, who generoufly facrificed his intereft,
eafe, and fafety to the public good, and who, firft by counel and
perfuafion, and afierwards by force of arms, did more to refeue
his fellow-citizens from oppreffion, than was ever done in fuch
unfavourable circumftances by any patriot in the world before %,
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Hapinds e fom whem are defuended the prefent noble fmilies of Derby and of

Jotte Flandring de Nfas, who embraced the Catholc reliion, and died
bl of o ot i Pars:
i, B d Nof, who vt marnrd o e duke o Lusber
ghter of the
o

14
ther Masrics in the

B i ek om o e lem()r, e
‘principalit of Orasge, aud in hiv authority e s P
Dias 0 auncros fprin, Willam 4 st o, i do Nas, who

ighly refpafed for s bravery and (nnduﬂy wasintroted it feveral important com-
i et e
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HE prince of Parma did not negleét the opportunity which 30 0 %
the diftrefs occafioned by the death of the prince of Orange J,"_,

afforded him, to perfiuade the confederated provinces to accept of rymiaasd

peace. But their diftruft of Philip, their attachment to the pro- & ﬂ“rﬁm £

teftant faith, and the other canfes mentioned above, ftill retained.

their influence, and rendered them averfe to any reconcilement

with a prince, againft whom their indignation was more inflamed

than ever, by the cruel injury which they had lately fuffered.

“They could attend to nothing now but how to profecute the war.

with vigour, or to teflfy their refpe@ for the memory of the

prince of Orange.

Wisitam's eldeft fon, the count of Buren, was fill a prifoner Pice M-
in Spain; and his fecond, prince Maurice %, was engaged inthe
+ Grodlo, by the meher i, ofthe cebrated cleior ofSsony of the fame e,
Za

udy
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fludy of literature and fience at the univerfity of Leyden. On
this young man, who, at the time of his futher's death, was only
cighteen years old, of great hopes, and whofe ations afterwards
exceeded the moft fnguine expe@tations of his conntrymen, the
States beftowed the greatelt part of the dignitics which his father
had enjoyed. Befides creating him high-admiral of the Union,
they conferred upon him the government of Holland, Zealand,
and Utrecht. Aud, in order to fupply his want of experience,
and fecure his being early inftruted in the military art, they ap-
pointed count Hohenloc, the moft accomplifhed officer in thei
fervice, to be his licutenant or deputy, till he fhould attain to
‘greater maturity of years and underflanding.

Frox this condud of the States, which proved that William’s
afcendant over them had not terminated with his life, Famefe
perceived that it would be impoffible to bring the war toa conclu-
fion in any other way than by force of arms. Difmiffing there=
fore all thoughts of peace, he proceeded with great adlivity in the
anilitary operations which he had begun in Brabant and Flaoders
and his'fuccefs was in_proportion to the prudence and vigilance
which He exerted.  Belides the towns above mentioned, he had
lately acquired Vilvorden and Dendremonde, but he had not
yet réduced Ghent, Bruflels, or Antwerp. To have proceeded
feparately againft cach of thefe places, in the ordinary way
of fieges, would have protradted the war to an exceffive length.
Inftead of that method, he bethought himfelf of another, which
was fuggefted by the fituation of the feveral towns, and the
nature of their refources. This was to make himfelf mafler of the
‘banks of the rivers and canals on which they ftood, while he fent
out flying pacties of horfe to feour the ‘adjacent country.  And
thus he not only puta ftop to their trade, without which they

could
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could ot fabfift, but cut off all of them but Ancwerp from every
fort of -communication with othee places. ~ For feveral months,
however, the inhabitants declined entering into any terms of ac-
commodation.  But when they confidered that, unlefs he were
obliged 1o draw off his troops by:the approach of a fuperior army,
they mult foon be reduced o the laft extremity, their refolution
failed, they began 1o liften. more paticntly to the exhortations
which the fecret partifans of Spain were daily fovading in theic
cars 3 and, at length, fsch of them as were fituated in the more:
interior parts, firlt Gheat, and afterwards Bruffels and fome other
inland towns, relolved to return under the Spanith government,
‘upon conditions to which Farnec had, on different occafions, fhewn.
Himfelf willing to agree.

Ox thele conditions, the ' moft important were the following :
That the people fhould engage to acknowledge no other fove-
seign-but the king of Spain : ‘That noreligion but the Roman ca~
tholic fhould be permitted, but that:the protcfiants: fhould be al-
lowed to remainvin the Netherlands for two years, in order todifpofe:
of their effets ; Thata fam of money. thould be paid for defray~
ingthe expences of the war: Thatallpatt offences fhould be for--
given, and all the ancient rights and privileges of the inbabitants
seflored and maintained inviolate.”

T fulfilling his pare of thefe conditions, Farnefe not oaly acted
with fri@ idelity, but difplayed a degree of Ienity and modera-
tion that was admirably ealeilated to promote his views. OF the
fineof three: hundred thoufaid crowns, to'which the people of
Ghent confented:in. their treaty of furrender, he demanded only
two bundred thoufund:  And although in his actof indemuity:
fix perfons, more obnosious thag the reft, had been excepted, he

required
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requited from them only a pecuniary fine. Fle was ikewife at
all times willing to fien to the complaiats of the proteftants, and
to redrefs their grievances®.

Aut the confiderable towns in Brabant were now fubdued, ex<
cept Antwerp. The prince had carly formed the refolution of
laying fiege to that importaat city 5 and fome time before his ac-
quifition of Gheat and Bruffls, he had taken meafures for be-
ginning it. But in order t0 fecure fuccef it was neceffary that
his utmoft fkill and Rrength fhould be exerted; and he now ap-
plicd himfelf to the profecution of bis defiga, with all the anxiety,
2eal, and indufiry, which an object of the higheft confequence
deferved.

AxTwERP was at this time not only the richeft and moft fplen=
did, but likewife the ftrongeft city in the Netherlands. ~ As it lies
extended along the banks of the Scheld, and the confederates fill
maintained their fuperiority at fea, it was thought to be fuffici-
ently fecured on one fide by a firong wall which ran parallel to
the river; and on the other fides it was fortified by ramparts of ex-
traordinary firength, and a ditch filled with water, of fuch depth
and breadth, as in the opinion of thofe times rendered it almoft
imprognable.

Suci was the judgment formed of it by the prince of Parma,
and on this account he did not intend to attempt-reducing it by
florm, bt to have recourfe to the flower method of blockade,
which he kness muft fooner or later prove fuccefsful.

O the fide towards the land, he found it extremely eafy to
render the blockade complete, as the States had no army able to
contend with him in the field, and all the neighbouring towns.

> Meseren, . 366
were
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were in his poffeffion. But thefe circumftances he perceived would
e of little advaatage, while the befieged remained mafters of the
Scheld ; and therefore, to deprive them of this refource, was the
great objec to which all his operations, during this celebrated
fiege, were dirc€ted.

Tus people of Antwerp had penctrated into his defign, and
had omitted nothing in their posrer to prevent him from casryiog
itinto exceution.  With this view they had conftruéted two forts,
one on each fide of the river, about three miles below the town s
toone of which they gave the name of Licffkenfoech, and to-the
other that of Lillo.  Farnefe judged it neceffary to begin his ope-
rations with reducing thefe forts. ' He fent the marquis de
Roubais agpintt Lieffkenfoech, which flood on the Flanders fide
of the Scheld, while Mondragon laid fiege to Lillo. Roubais
found: no great difficulty in fulflling the general’s inteation with
regard to Liekenfocch, - But Mondragon's attempt on.the fort
of Lillo.was not attended with the fame fuccefs, This fort was
valiantly defended by colonel Balfour, ‘. Scotch officer of diftin-
guithed merit, and Teligny, the worthy fon of the brave La
Noue. After battering the ramparts for feveral days, Mondragon
attempted o take the fort by form, but was repulfed ; and in his
sepulfe, and a fally which the garrifon had made fome days be~
fore, he fullained the lofs of nolefs than two thoufand men.

Wrow receiving intelligence of this difeller, the prince of Par-
ma, after fettling the government of the towns which he had
Iately conquered, came bimfIf to view the feene of action. He
found that all the time and pains and blood which had been fpent
in the ficge of this fort had been mifupplicd's and perceived, that
as:it ftood at fome diftance from the banks, it did not materially

interfere
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300K intefere witl ffs plan for purting a Rop o the navigaton of the
s iver,

Fou this reafon, inflead of pufing the immediate’ redudtion
of i, e was fatisfied with blockading it on e Tand-fide, 6 as' o
prevent the excurfions of the garrifon.

mhe pnceof | HaviNG given infirutions.for this purpofey he called: a-coudeil

a6 his general officers, and Juid before them b project for block

sxs  ing up the Scheld; by building abridge over if, to: intercept the
communication. between the  befieged: city and the maritimepros
vinces; an enterprife which had. it filed; would have: expofed
‘him to derifion, but which fhewed the boldnefs of: his genius, and-
has contributed more:than almoft any ofher. of his: military: ate
chievements, to-raife s charaéter to-that exalted rank whicl: it
holds in the anoals of hiflory.

By moft of the offcers his propofal was' regarded'as chime=
sical. For where, fud they, can'materials be found for fb great a
undertaking ? And even if they fhould be found; yet Tow" is i
poffible o tranfport.them hither 7' By Iand-carriage; it is utterly
impradtcable; nor would it feei to be much- eafier by water,
while the enemy poffefes fo great a-fperiority in naval force:
Befides that, no beams, they oberved, were of fufficient lengeh to
reach the bottom of te river.

To build a bridge of hips, they thought, would be equally
impradicable; becanfe he did not poffes-fo great a. number as was
ncceffary, and it would be. impoffible to.colle@ them from dif-
Serent places, in the face of a vigilant, cnemy, of fuperior naval
firength.  And even allowingit-were pofible, cither with beams
or. fhips to confbrud fuch a bridge as. was projeéted, yet it would
be quickly deftroyed by, the ice, or by, the tidés and:Rormsy or by
the cnemy.

. Bur
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‘Bor Farnefe, confeious of refources in the fertility of his ge- * Q0 K
mius, of which his officers could form 1o idea, was not difcouraged s
by thefe objections.  He confidered that the meafure on whichhe "
had refolved was the only one by which Antwerp could be re-
duced, and that till he hould reduce that city, and thereby get
‘poffeion of a naval force, the towns lately acquired (which ufially
carried on their trade by the way of Antwerp) muft fuffer the
greateft inconvesiencies, and it would be in vain for him to
attempt the conqueft of the maritime provinces.

Deresstinen by thefe confiderations, he proceeded inflantly
to make the preparations neceflary for exceuting bis defign.
Flaving firt founded the river, and meafired its breadth in dif-
ferent places, he found, that between the village of Ordam in.
Brabait, and Caloo in Flanders, it was neither o deep nor ©
road, as above or below. At this place therefore e refolved to
build the bridge. * And he began with maifing two firong forts,
appofite to each other on the diferent fides of the river, befides
feveral redoubts, on which, as well as on the forts, he planted a
great number of cannon, to defend the bridge when finifhed, and
1o proteét the workmen while engaged in building it.

In the mean time he ranfacked all the country round for ma-
terials, and bad the good fortune to find at Dendzemonde and
Ghent, great quantities of every thing requifice for the intended .
work. If he could have conveyed his materials to. Caloo down
the Scheld, a great expence of labour and time would have beet
faved, This he repeatedly attempted ; but he foon found that it
was impoffble to efcape the vigilance of the citizens, who being
directed in all their operations by St. Aldegonde, lay in wait for
s boats near Antwerp, and either took or defiroyed them.

Vov. 1L Aa Tx
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I ordes (0 avoid the repetition of this dififier, Farncfe made,
on the Flanders fide near Borcht, which flands higher than Aat-
werp, a large cut in the dike of the Scheld, by which he laid all
the, neck of land between Borcht and: Caloo under water; open=
ing an egrefs for the water by another cut near Caloo, and tranf-
porting his apparatus for the bridge acrofs the inundation. This
expedient rendered it unneceffary for his boats o pafs by Ant-
wesp and they likewife arrived fooner at their deflined port.

Bur St. Aldegonde having built a redoubt an the Brabant fide,
oppofite to the cut at Borcht,'and fationed fome armed veflels to
cruize thee, foon rendered the paffage as difficult as before, Far-
nele was therefore obliged to adopt another expedient, much more
laborious than the former, but which he knew would certaialy
be attended with fucces, This was to dig a canal fifteen Italian
miles in length, 1o join the inundation juft now mentioned, with
alittle river which falls into the Scheld at Ghent. That he might
finifh this arduous undertaking the more fpeedily, he fixed his
head quarters at Beveren, in the neighbourbood of the canal, and.
was perpetually prefeat himfelf, exhorting and encouraging the
workmen ; and fometimes taking the (pade and pick-axe into his
own hand. The work was finifhed with wonderful expedition,
and fully anfwered his expeciation. As the enemy could have no
aceefs either 1o the canal, or the river with which it communi-
cated, he conveyed all neceffary materials and engines from Ghent
without oppofition, and immediately afterwards began the con-
fivution of the bridge.

THE two éxtremities of this edifice were formed of huge beams,
driven into the bottom of the river by the force of engines, and.
firongly bound together by other tranfvere o crofs beams. - This

pat
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pitt of the tvork caled the facadon or efacades, ran from exch ® 35

XX

fide of the river towards the middle of it, as far as the depth of ==t
o

the water would allow’; which on the Flanders fide was two
hurdred fect, and on the other, ninie hundred. Thefe ftacados
were only tevelve feet broad, except towards the two extremiies,
et the centre of the tiver, where their breadth belng increafed
to forty feet, twro forts were erected upon them, and furnilhed
with artllery. The whole was covered at top with firong plariks,
and a parapet five fect high, of the thickeft planks, was raifed
upon it for the fecurity of the foldiers. A row of piles was then
driven deep into the bottom of the river, parallel to each fide of
the flacados, at the diftance of a few feet from them, and firongly.
faftencd to the beams of which they were compofed. Befides which,
snother zow of long beams pointed with iron, was placed, hori~
Jontally a litle above the farface of the water ; firerching out to
‘2 confiderable length from the bridge on both fides, [0 38 to make
it dangerous for fhips to approach.

B this part of the work, the navigation of the river was con~
‘derably firaitened s but as there was an open fpace in the middle,
betwween the heads of the elacades, of more than one thoufand
4o hundred and fifty fect, the enemy’s flips taking advantage
Sometimes of the might, and fometimes of the wind and tide, con-
finued, though ot without lofs, to pafs and repafs as formerly ;
and the city was fll abundantly fupplied with provifions. Far-
nefe having from the beginning ntended to £l up the interme=
ate fpace with fhips, bad with great difficulty colleded two and
thirey, which he judged to be a fufficient number, Thefe veflels,
after the mafts had been taken out, were placed with thelr fides pa-
sallel to each other, at the diftance of about twenty feet, They were
frongly faftencd together by chains, and were fixed in their places

Aas by
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by anchors at both ends, in fach a manner that the failors could
Mhorten or lengthen the cables, as the tide cither rofe or fell.
Over the intermediate fpaces, firong beams went from one fhip
10 another,  Above thefe were laid planks 5 and the fame fort of
parapet was ere@ted, as that which was raifed on the facados,
Thirty foldiers and four failors were put.on board each thip, and
all the Mips were planted with artilery.

Fot the greater fecurity of this part of the work; a flota one
thoufand two hundred fect' long was conftruéted of barks, bound
together in the fsme manner as the fhips of which the bridge was
formied, with the fame fort of beams pointed with iron, refembling
« file of pikes, fivetching from that end of the barks which lay
sext 16 the enemy.  Thefe barks were filled with empty cafks,
to prevent them from being fank, and were fixed in their place
by anchors,  OF this kind of flota, two werc conflrued, confift=
ing €ach of twoand thirty barks, one above, and the other below
the bridge, at the diftance of two hundred yards.

Tune fupendous work  furnifhed employment to the prince of
Parma’s fleet and army for more than half ‘a year, Without a
flcet of confiderable firength it could not have been exccuted, and
the procuring of this flect in fuch. difsdvantageous circumflances,
was one of the many friking proofs which Farnefe’ eshibited on.
this occafion, of that extraordinary adivity and enterprife by.
which his chara@er is fo eminently diftinguifhed. With infinite
Jabour and difficulty be had equipped, at Ghent and Duskirk,
Sorty armed veffels, and put them under the command of the mar-
quis de Roubis; who beiog well fopported by the forts and re=
doubts on the banks of the river, protected the workmen, in fpite

© o was fihed Febroay 1585, 1
of

VVA.BHSC



PHILIP . KING OF SPAIN.

of the wioft vigorous efforts which the befieged could make to in-
termupt them.

Farsizse however would not probably have fucceeded in his
enterprife if the United States had exerted themfelves with vigor
proporined éither o that of the enemy, or o the importance of
The prize contefied, It nowe appeared how great was the lofs
which the confederacy had fuflined in the death of dic prince
2 Orange. By Williso’s uperior rank, widom, and expericne,
Tome turbulent leaders had been retrained, who, after bis deach,
indalged their faious, nterefled fprit, without regard to the per-
icious conlequences: which might enfue.  Among, thefe. wa
Treflong, whom the States had appointed commander of the flect,
deflined for the. xclief of Antwerp. This man, whether from.
treachry, o from private refentment paid no, xegard, to his in—
Qrutions; but on different preteaces, at st delayed puting the
onters of the States in execution, and at Jaft told them that be
rould not fail, unlefs fome perfons with whom he had qugrrelled
were removed from, the magifiracy. - On, this occafion, prince
Maurice called an affembly of the States of the province, difnifed
Trellong from his employment, and put him under arell. The
command of the fleet was then given (o count Hohealoc ; bt
he time in. which its operations might ave proved effectual, was
paft; and the bridge, with allits fortifications, s above déferibed,
was almoft fnifhed.

No words can exprefs the aflonifhment which, it excited ia the
rmindsiof the beficged: At the commencement of the work, they,
had regarded it ratber as an object of derifion, than as,fited o
excite any ferious apprehenfion or alarm. Their anicty and fec-
o now were in, propotion to their former confidence and fecu-

sty
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sity. They fas an entire flop put to their trade in every quater,
They already felt many of theinconveniencies of a fiege.. Their
imagi seprefented, in light, the calai
which. they, were abaut to fuffer;. and perfons of all ranks began
to.talk of the neceflty of preveatiog them in time, by making
their peace with the enemy. But they were divided from form-
iug any fixed refolution by St. Aldegonde, who employed all his
cloquence and addzes to roufe their abhorrence of the Spanifh
yoke, and to infpirc them with the hopes of being able to raife
the fiege.

]t is not furprifing, fxid he, in an afembly of thofe wko
held public offices in the town, that many of our fellow-citizens
fhould tremble at the profpect of thofe hardthips which ufually
sitend a Tong continied fiege. But while we caft ou eyes for-
ward to thefe, let us reflect on the calamities which we have reas
fon to dread from a furrender.  We have feen, within thefe fesr
years, two memorable fieges, the fiege of Hacrlem, and that of
Teyden. The people of Haerlem, rather thad fubmit to the Tt
exteemities, chofe to throw themfélves on thie- mercy of the Spa-
niards.  But how bitterly did they repent of their having done
7 And how much better had it been to have fallen in the field
of battle, than to fuffer, as fo great a number of the braveft did,
that ignominious death, to which they were doomed by the cruel
Spaniard ? The inhabitants of Leyden, on the other hand, refolved
rather to die, than to deliver themfelves up to fuch a perfidious
enemy; and the confequence of their adhering to this refolution
was, that the fiege was raifed, and a period put to all their mi-
feries. Can we hefitate in deciding which of thefe cxamples we
oght to follow ? Ts not death more cligible, than fibmiffion to

the
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the dominion of an erierny, from whom we have endured fuch
intolerable outrage

« Iy (his city fhall fall aggin under the yoke of thefe oppreffors,
can we doubt that the citadel #ill be reflored, und with it all the
cyranay which they were wout to exercife? Will not our r
be proferibed, aad the inguifition cftablithed ! This illufl
will then become a colony of Spaniards.  Her commerce will be
ruined, and her inhabitants obliged to wander in fearch of places
of abode, forlorn and indigent. But why fhould I thus deferibe
the difaflers of afurrender ? There is fill no reafon for defpair.
Tt is impofiible that this bridge can fland long againft the efforts
which we fhall make for its deftrution. Let us not thercfore be
wanfing to-ourelyes but with a fixt unalterable purpofe, let us
embrace the glorious alternative of liberty or death.”

igion

us city

By thefe exhortations, joined to the refped in which his
chara@er was held, St. Aldegonde gained over the citizens to
perfee conformity with his fentiments; and perfuaded them to
rencw the oath, which they had formerly taken, never to return
under the dominion of the King of Spain. An edi& was then
publifhed, protibiting all perfons, under the fevereft penalties, fom
liflening t any,terms of accommodation. that might be offered ;
afier which they proceeded with redoubled ardor to put in prac-
ice fuch expedients as had been devifed for the demolition of the
bridge.

Ix order is, they had been ime palt
B ing re-fh iretion of Gismbelli

lebrated Talian engincer, who appears to have been the author of
this invention. They were formed of the thickeft planks, and had
cach of them a mine or chamber in the middle. This mine was

uile
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BOOK pbuilt in the fronget manner, and filed with gun-powder, and

XIX.

with rugged flones, bullets, and fuch other weighty materials,
+ammed hard and clofe, on purpofe to increafe the refifance; and
augment the force of the explofion.

Tie citizens laboured at the fame time in confiruting a flat-
‘bottomed veflel of extraordinary firength and fize, with which
they intended to atiack the forts and redoubts on'the banks of the
siver. This enormous machine was' ‘more properly a floating
caflle than a fhip, and the town's people had, on account of the
fanguine expecations which they conceived from if, given it the
name of the  end of the war"

WhiLE the people of Antwerp were thus employed, the con-
federates who lay at Lillo, under count Hohenloe, made a vigor-
ous attack on the fort of LicfFkenfoech, and compelled the gar-
ifon to furrender. From Lielkenfoech, they proceeded againft
another fort of the name of St. Aatony, which they likewife re-
“duced with the fame facility, When intelligence was brought to
the prince of Parma of their defcent, he fet out with & detach-
ment of his army to oppofe their progrefs, but both the forts had
furrendered before he could arrive. Being enraged againft the
commanders of thefe forts, on account of their having made too
fecble a refiftance, he ordered them both to be beheaded on the
dike of the Scheld, in fight of the enemy. He was the mare
concerned for the lofs of LicfFkenfoech, as it gave the encmy
fice poffeflion of the navigation of the iver below the bridge,
and thereby tended to facilitate the execution of any dtﬁgn which
they might form for its deftruction.

AT ficlt he imagined that the folicitude which the confederates
Bad hown forthe ssovery of Licfkenfoech, had proceeded from
their
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their intending o make 2n attempt upon the lower (de of the
bridge.  But it foon appeared, that their only view was to fecond
the operations of the befieged, and to complete that ruin which
they expedied the explofion of the fire-fhips would certainly
produce.

Tusse veflels were fent down the river, with a favourable
wind and tide, on the fourth of April. The Spaniacds, who had
got fome imperfedt intelligence of their nature, were filled with
the moft anxious expeQations.  They knew them to be the fire-
fhips from their unufual appearance, and were varioufly affected,
according 1o the various conjectures which they formed of the
effeéls that were about to be produced. But they were all alike
prompted by curiofity, to behold a fpectacle which had never been
extibited in any fiege before. And the banks of the river, the
forts and redoubts, and even the bridge itfelf, were crowded with
fpedtators.

O feveral veflels which Giambelli had prepared, only two
were conftrudted in the manner above mentioned, the one of which
contained in its, mine fix thoufand pounds of gun-powder, and
the other, feven thoufand five hundred pounds. - Onc of them ran.
athore before it reached the bridge.  But the other being more
fortunate in its dire@tion, was driven towards that part of the
‘bridge, where the flacado on the Flanders fide was united to the
fhips. - Agreat number of the Spanifh officers a s had the.
courage to jump on board, in order to extinguih the train, which
Giambelli had contrived in fuch a manner, as to require an hour.
before it could reach the mine. The prince of Parma had ad-
vanced a little way on the flacado, to wait for the event; but was
‘prevailed upon by his offcers to retire, He had fearcely entered
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tie neighbouring fort, when the explofion huppened, with a nife
fnore dreadful than the loudet thander. A fudden darknefs over-
fpréad the region round.  The ground fhook as in an earthquake.
The river, difturbed in its coutfe, was thrown over its dikes, and
poured into the fort of Caloo with inconceivable violence. Not
only fuch of the Spaniards. perifhed as had ventured to go on
board the fire-fhips, but all thofe 00 who were upon the bridge,
and many of thofe who fiood upon the banks of the river, No
language can deferibe the horror of the feenc which prefented it-
{If after the fmoke was difpelled. The bridge, and both. the
furface and the banks. of the river, were covered with the dead
and wounded; whofe bodies were disfigured in a thoufand hidcous
ways by the fmoke and flames, and the various infiruments of
deftru@ion with which the fhip was flored. Eight hundred men
were killed, and a great number maimed and dangeroully
wounded. Among the killed were many officers of diftinction;
but no perfon perifhed, fo deeply lamented by the prince of Pat-
may as the marquis de Roubais the general of the horle ; a noble-
man diftinguifhed by many fining accomplihments, brave,
aive, and expert both i the arts of peace and' war; once an
enemy of Spain but who, prompted by jealouy of the prince of
Orarige, had abandoned the caufe of liberty, and fiewn for fome
yetrs paf 1o lefs zéal i redcing his countrymen dinder the Spa-
pifh yoke, than he had difcovered formerly in affrting thei in=
depénidence. Ttwas ovonly loffes of his kiad which the prince
of Parina fuftained on this occafion.  The bridge likewife fuffered
confiderable damage.  Six of the fhips which compofed the
middle part o it, were burat ; fome were forced from their flations,
and ofhers turned with their keels uppermoft, and dathed to
pices.

4 Ir
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Te the confederates had improved the opportunity which this 3 9.0 X

havoe afforded them, the whole work might have been demo-
Jithed; and in that cafe, a prediftion of the prince of Orange
would have been fulfilled, that if Farnefe with fo fimall an army
fhould undertake the fiege of Antwerp, it would prove his ruin.
But, as was obferved by the old experienced Mondragon, it ap-
‘peared from many circumftances in the condut of the confederates
in this fiege, that the prince of Orange was dead.

By fome frange fatality, or fome unaceountable inadvertence,
or, as one hiftorian infinuates, by a mifunderftanding between the
magiftrates of Antwerp and the admiral of the Antwerp flect,
thofe firefhips which had coft fo great an expence of money, in-
gentity, time and pains, were fent down the Scheld before any
concert had been formed with the confederates at Lillo; who were
therefore unprepared to fecond that mighty effort which had been
‘made for opening the navigation of the river.—Giambellis though
exteemely folicitous to know the fuccefs of his iaveation, remain=
ed entirely ignorant of it for two days. A large reward was of-
Sered to thofe who fhould venture to g9 down the river for in-
telligence.. But none had courage to advance far enough to make
any certain difcovery, nor did the citizens know any thing of
what had happened till the third night after, when they received
information of it by a meffenger from count Hohenloe,

Tute prince of Parma was in the mean time employed in ra-
‘pairing the bridge, and he exerted himfelf with {o much adiivity
and vigour, that it was made as ftrong as ever before the beficged
swere acquyinted with the damage which it had fuflained.  His

late experience fuggefted to him an alteration in the work, which,

was found afteryvards of great importance: this was (o remove the
fiotas, and to form that patt of the bridge which was compofed
L o
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of the fhips, in fuch a manner that, in cafe the cnemy fhould re-
peat their experiment, it might be opened at different places to
let the fire-fhips pafs through and continue their courfe down the
siver,

Tut fpirits of the befieged were fill fupported by the fanguine
‘hopes which they had conccived from that enormous veffel, which
they called the end of the war. This huge machine was entirely
the work of the citizens, and was not approved of either by Giam=
belli or St. Aldegonde. It was found, on tral, too unwieldy to
anfiver the purpofe for which it was intended. Aficr planting the
Lower pactof it with cannon, and filling the higher part with mut-
Keteers, they made an attack upon one of the Spanifh redoubis; but
they failed in their actempt, and the machine itelf was fo much
attered, a8 to be rendered almoft unfit for future ufe.

At Giambellis defire, the fenate of Antwerp had again recourfe
to their frlt expedient of fire-fhips; but the enemy having learnt
the nature of thefe machines, employed differcat means to render
(hem ineffe@ual.  They laid hold of them as foon as they ap-
peared, and fometimes extinguifhed the trains, and fometimes
dragged the vellls to the banks of the river, or through the open=
ings in the bridge.

GrampeLLt then bethought himfeIf of another device, from
which he believed that fome more certain effect might be expedt-
ed. Having bound together in one compa@ted body fifteen fhips
armed with pointed beams, and with feythes or falchions, for cut-
ting the chains and cordage of the bridge, he fent them accom-
‘panied with fire-fhips down the river whea the wind and tide were
combined and favourable. The fhock which this contrivance pro-
duced was very great, but through the wife precaution which Far-

nefe
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nefe had taken, by making the openings juft now mentioned, to-
gether with the unexampled boldnefs of his foldiers in laying hold
of the fire-fhips, the bridge received no greater damage than
could be quickly repaired. Some other expedients were propofed
(by Giambelli, but  the fenate was deterred from adopting them,
partly by the expence and time requifite to prepare his machines,
“and partly by the difficulty of finding mariners and fl g
to cxpole themfelves to the danger with which the putting his in-
ventions in pradtce would have been atiended.

nere befieged only one refo bich

if they had given proper attention in the beginning, all the anxiety,
expence and labour, which they beftowed in attempting to demolifls
. the bridge, might have been faved. - Tn order to form a clear concep-
tion of what will be faid on this interefting part of the prefent fub~
je@ it is neceffary to remember that the ground on the north fide
of the Scheld, between Antwerp and Lillo, is much lower than the
reft of the country, and were it not for the dyke of the river
would every tide be overflowed. This ground is generally cover-
ed with water in many places, but in other parts it furnifhes paf-
ture for a great number of cattle with which the Antwerp market
is fupplicd. Through the middle of this plain there runs from
the village of Gouvellein, where the country begias to rife to the
great dyke of the Scheld, a fmaller dyke, called the Counterdyke of
‘CouveRcin, which had been formed to ferve for a road or caufeway.
The confederates at Lillo could; by opening the dyke of the
Scheld, lay all the ground under water between Lillo and the
counterdyke, while the befieged could, with the fame facility, in~
troduce the river into that part of the plain which lies between the:
counterdyke and Antwerp; and thus, by breaking down the coun*
serdyke, the inundations on each fide of it could be united, and a

free navigation opened between Antwverp and Lillo.
Tuz
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BQOK  Tun seader will eafily percive, that while the bridge food,
X, the fate of Antwerp depended entirely on the-counterdyke; a nd
U585 hat, in cafe the confederates could make themfelves mafters of it,
they might bid defiance to the prince of Parma, and without
ansiety. fuffer him to retain poffeffon of the bridge. If, in
the beginning, they had believed it practicable for him to exe-
cute his defign of blocking up the river, they could have fortified
themfelves on the counterdyke in fuch a manner, that with the
affiflance of the inundation, they would have bafled his moft vi-
gorous efforts to cxpel them. Bt they were deceived by the con-
tempt which they eatertained of his intended enterprife, and did
ot perceive their error in negle@ing to oscupy this important fla-
tion.ill it was too late,  The prince of Parma had already feized
upon it, and taken every neceffary precaution againf the attempts
which he doubted not they would fooner or later malke to wre
from him. He committed the eharge of defending it to two of his
moft vigilant offcers, Mondragone and Manfvelt. He ordered it
10 be made broader and higher than it was before, He firengthen~
ed it with piles of wood driven into it tranfverfely, and he ere@ted
feveral forts upon it befides planting redoubts on the dyke of the
Scheld, with which he intended to take the enemy in flank, in
cafe they fhould venture to approdch.

T confederates, however, defpairing of being able to demo-
Ty the bridge, refolved; if pofible, to* diflodge him from the
counterdyke.  And their firt atempy, afterlaying the ground on
cach fide of it under water, was made in the beginning of May by
count Hohenloe, That general had formed the plan of this at=
tack in coneert witheSt, Aldegonde, who. was to have co-operated +
with him, and had agreed to fet fil with the Antwerp et im-
mediately after lightiog up, o & tower in thi city, three fires; asa

fignal
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ignal of His departire, By miflake of the perfon to whom the 50,0 X
charge of Yhis fignal was commitced, it was cxhibited before the
o

time, and through this untoward accident count Hohenloe was
Teft slorie in the execution of his enterprize. He condu@ted it
However with vigour, and 12id one of the forts and a part of the
connterdyke in ruins; after which he thought it prudent to
setire, and o referve his forces unimpaired till the beficged
fhould be seady to fecond his operations. This unfortunate
attempt ferved only to roufe the prince of Parma to greater vigi-
lance and exertion.  Agreeably to his conje@tures, he farw that
the principal cfforts of the enemy would henceforth be dire@ied
againft the counterdyke : and, therefore, he not only applied hi
I with diligence to repair the damage which it had fuftained in.
the late attack, but vifited every day all the redoubts and forts,
and reinforced the garrifons with chofen troops taken from the
feveral nations of which his army was compofed.

“Fie confederates at Lillo, and the people of Antyerp, were in:
the mean time indefatigable in making preparations for another
atiack,  St. Aldegonde fbod almoft fingle in his opinion on this-
occafion, and endeavoured to convice his countrymen, that it
would be eafer for them to deftroy the bridge itelf, than to make
themfelves mafters of the counterdyke, in oppofition o an enemy
£ much upon their guard, and o firongly fortified. But having,
iice theie difppoiatment with regard to the effe€t of the firethips,
béen accuftomed to corfider the bridge 45 impregnable, they were
deafto whiteser he could advasice apon the fubject, and he was
obiged to concur (which he did vith all his wonted aBivity)
i the exteution Of that dfigh of which the majority ap-
proved.

Towazps
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Towarps the end of May every thing was prepared both at
Antwerp and Lillo that was thought neceffary to fecure ficcefs;
and, on the 26th of that month, count Hohenloe, according to
concert with St. Aldegonde, failed from Lillo early in the mora-
ing, with a fquadron of more than a hundred {hips, having on
board a numerous body of troops, under the command of the moft
experienced officers in the United Provinces’, He relolved to
make his attack at the broadelt part of the counterdyke, be-
tween the two middle forts, called the fort of the Palifades and
fort St. George, where there was room to entrench his troops.  In
order to facilitate his landing, he fent before him four veflels re-
{embling firefhips, with fome trains of gunpowder, to which the
foldiers, who were concealed within, fet fire. This device pro-
duced the defigned cffe. The Spaniards taking the fmoke and
flame for the forerunners of an explofion, retired haftily from that
part of the dyke to which they faw the veflels approaching. The
confederates in the mean time advanced, and landed between feven
and cight hundred men, who were quickly followed by all the reft
of theforces. The Spaniards then difcovered the artifice by which
they had been deceived, and immediately returning, attempted to
recover the flation which they had left. An obftinate and bloody
ation enfied, while the contending parties were fapported on the
one fide by the canaon of the fleet, and on the other by thofe of
the forts on the counterdyke.

In the midft of this contet St. Aldegonde arrived with the
feet from Antwerp, which was nearly as numerous as that from
Lillo. The confederates being thus powerfully reinforced, kept
poflefion of the ground which they had gained, and while fome
of them fought, others were employed in cutting the counter-

*Jtin e Nofo, Teitin, Frmin, Morges, snd Bllr.
dyke,
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dyke, and i raifing temporary defences of piles: of wood, and 9,0 &

facks of earth and wool, againtt the fire of the enemy. The com-
batants being cooped up in & narrow  fpace, every firoke and fhot
did execution,, But they received continval fupplics of frelh men
from the fhips and forts, and their courage was fuperior to
every danger. Both St. Aldegonde and Hoheoloe mingled
with the combatants, and by their example and exhortations
nourithed the defperate and intrepid ardour of the foldiers.
“ This is the laft difficulty, cried St. Aldegonde, which remains
10 be furmounted. Perfift as you have begun, and Antwerp,
that bulwark of our confederacy, will foon be delivered. Your
Tiberty, your future fafety, and every thing dear and facred, de-
pend on the fccefs of your prefent enterprife. We have now no
choice left but ¥idtory or death.”

Ttz Spanifh generals were at no lefs pains to animate their
troops. Both Mondragone and Manfvelt, though worn out yith
age and the fatigues of a long continued warfare, difplaged on
s occafion the higheft degree of valour and inteepidity. But,
notwithflanding thefr moft vigorous exertions, the confederates
fill maintained their ground. They twice repulfed the Italians and
Spaniacds.  OF the materials which they had brought zlong with
them, they raifed a confiderable bulwark againf the cnemy’s artil-
Jery. *They made feveral openings in the counterdyke, and were
fo confident of vidtory, that St. Aldegonde and count Hohenloc,
after afigning (o the feveral officers. their refpeive flations, fet
il for Antwerp in a thip which had pafied through one of thele
openings, and entered the city in triumph. Their defign, it is
fid, was to confilt with the magiliates concerning fome future
meaflres which they thought neceffary to be purfued, But what
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the particular motives were, which determined the commanders in
chicf to leave their troops at this crifis, is not told by the co
temporary hiftorians ; and we are left to fufpect two men, of va-
nity and folly, whofe general condut furnifhes not the fnalleft
ground for fo unfavourable an imputation. They were received
2t Antwerp with the higheft tranfports of gratitude and joy, and
the people flocked to the harbour, impatiently expe@ting the ar-
tival of the fupplies of provifions which they believed to be near
at hand.

Burr this joy was of fhort duration : the prince of Parma was
for fome time ignorant of what had pafied. Having waiched all
the preceding night, he had goi in the morning to his head-
quarters at Beveren, and retired to reft; but being foon awaked
by the noife of the guns, he feleed a body of troops, and im=
‘mediately marched to the place of a

O his arrival, he viewed with indignation the enemy in
polfefon of the counterdyke. He rufhed forward at the head
of his battalion, and fighing, exclaimed, « Where, my fel-
Jow-foldiers, is now your wonted intrepidity? Are you mnot
atbamed thus to yield to an enemy you have fo often eon-
quered, and in one hour to lofe the fruit of all your I
bours ? Let who will, follow me; I fhall either die, or con-
quer.” Having fpoken thefe words, he advanced towards the
enemy with a fword in one hand, and a buckler in the
other. The danger to which he was expofed, inflamed his
troops t0 a degree of madnefs. They returned to the charge with
redoubled fury, and, in fpite of the moft intrepid refilance, they
drove the confederates along the counterdyke, il they came to
the place where their companions were intrenched : there they

3 flopped.

VVA.BHSC



PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN.

flopped:  The difpute was defperate, and the confederates, be-
ing reinforced with frefh troops from their hips, once more
compelled the Spaniards to retire; but Farncfe, whofe ardour
was unabated, fll urging and impelling them, the attack was
faftantly renewed, and the Spaniards proved at lat vidlorious,

Tr was now only within their intrenchment that the confe-
derates retained poffeffion of the counterdyke. The prince of
Parma and his troops were aware of the difficulty which they
muft encounter, in attacking an intrenchment defended by men
who from the beginniog had difplayed the moft determined
bravery yet they boldly advanced amidlt an inceflaat fire
both from the fhips and the intrenchment. Great numbers
fl: fll, however, they continued to advance; and whillt
thofe who were in the rear maintained a conflant fire upon the
enemy, the foremoft ranks were employed in demolifhing the
fortification.

“Taits fortification was at the fame time attacked, on the other
fidey by two battalions fent againft it by count Manfvels, the
onc confifting of Spaniards and the other of Ialians, who vied
with each other in giving the moft confpicuous proofs of their
contempt of danger. The leaders of thefe battalions, Capifucchi
and Toralva; were the firlt who entered the intrenchments; and
foon afterwards the troops under the prince of Parma entered it
on the other fide. - The confederates, though thus deprived of all
defence, il continued o fight defperately, dll perceiving that
the tide was going back, and that their hips were beginning to
put off to'a greater diftance, while frelh Spaniards were pouring
in upon them from both ends of the counterdyke, their courage
failed, and they attempted to fave themfelves by getting on board
their boats and fhips.

Cez2 Tus
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Txe Spaniards, nt fatisfed with this vidory, flarg theinfelves
from the counterdyke, and purfued the fugitives as far as the
depih of the water would allow. - No quarter was given to thofe
whom they overtook. The eounterdyke, and the watet oa both
fides of it, were covered with the flain, and many ol with dif-
honourable wounds, who for feveral hours together had given
inconteflible evidence of the moft heroic valour. The number
of the Killed on the fide of the confederates, amounted to two
thoufand five hundred, and hat on the other fide, to one thou-
fand, The recovery of the counterdyke was not the only advan-
tage which Farnefe derived from his prefent vidory: he likewife
‘got polleffion of more than thirty of the encmy’s (hips, with all
the, artillery and cogines that were on board. Immediately af-
ter which he proceeded to fill up the breachés in the counterdyke,

and (o repair the damage which his fortifications had fuflained.
Tz befieged, being thus cruelly difappointed in their hopes
of deliverance, were overwhelmed, with conflernation and de-
Tpair. By their late great exertions, (heic internal refources
were exhaufted, and they had litle profpet of any forcign aid
that could arrive in time to prevent the necefity of furreaderiag.
“They had not indeed as yet experienced thofe intolerable miferics
which atiend on famine in a place befieged ; but they forefaw that
ere long thefc miferies muft certaialy overtake them, and they o~
fidered, that to_ delaymaking peace with the' enemy, - could
only ferve to increae the difficulty of obtaining favourable:terms.
Such ywere the fentiments:of great numbers; of every condition,
notwithflanding the folemn engagement under which they had
lately come, of never fubmitting to the Spanifh government.
St. Aldegonde, and the other magiftrates, laboured to. remove
their apprehenfions, by affuring them, that ot only, their friends
. in
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in the maritime provinces were preparing forces o relieve them,
but that the queen of England intended to exert herfelf in theic
behalf. - St Aldegonde himfelf appears to have been animated
with this hope, -and for feveral wecks it had the cffect which he
defired on the minds of the citizens; but their patience being a¢
Jaft worn atity they affembled ina tamultuous manner, and per-
emptorily required that ambaffudors thould. be appointed o treat
of 4 furrender, - The mogiftrates, though extremely reluétant,
found it necelfary to comply with their requeft; and accordingly
St. Aldegonde, and feveral others of the principal inhabitants,
were fent to the Spanifh camp.

Tey were received by the prince of Parma in the moft gra«
cious manner, and mich more favourable terms of accommoda=
tion were offered, than they had reafon to expedt.  Various mo-
tives concurred in détermining this prudent gencral to act on the
prefent occafion with: the utmoft degeee. of moderation which
e king’s infteudtions would allow 5 for, befides that the grant-
ing of equitable conditions to the citizens of Antwerp. would
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contribute to facilitate his future conquefls, he confidered, that

his. traops had faffercd geeat diminution fince the commences
ment of the fiege; that, by accidents shich he could not fore-
fee, the bridge might be demolifhed ; that he had with much
difficulty refifted the eforts which the confederates had already
made ; that Rill greater exertions were to be appreiended from
defpair ; and that the befieged, if compelled by feverity ‘to imi=
tate the example of Haerlet or Leyden, might reift his moft
ftrenmous endeavours to reduce them, il the queen of England,
who was- deliberating on the fabjedt, fhould xefolve to efpoufe
their caufe.

‘Movep
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Movep by thefe confiderations, Farnefe fhewed himfelf not
only willing, but even defirous to bring the treaty of furrender
fpeedily to a conclafion ; but the ambafladors of the befieged,
fill fattering themfelves with the hopes of affiftance, fludied to
put it offas long. as poffible; nor was the capitulation figned ill
within three days of the time when the whole flock of provi-
fions in the city would have been confimed. This circumftance
‘had been carefully concealed from the citizens, as well as from
the prince of Parma, and was known only to the magi-
fhrates and mafters of police. It had not therefore the fmallelt
influence on the terms of pedce, which were as favourable
now as if the furrender had been made fome months be-
fore.

In fome refpedts they were more favourable than even
thofe which had been granted to Ghent and Bruges. Whereas
the proteftants of  thefe places had been permitted to continue
only two years, in order to fettle their affairs; in Antwerp,
they were allowed to remain four; and although Antwerp
was much richer than any of the other cities, and the ex-
pence. of the ficge had been infinitely greater, yet he de-
manded a fine of only four hundred thoufand guilders for the
payment of his troops. All the prifoners were fet at liberty 5
all paft offences were forgiven, and no exception whatever was
made in the general at of indemoity ; nor was any perfonal re-
firi@tion 1aid upon any of the citizens, except St. Aldegonde,
who was required to engage, that he would not carry arms
againft the king of Spain for the fpace of a year. This circum=
flance had the appearance of a punifhment ioflicted on this dif-
tinguifhed patriot; but it ought to be confidered rather as a
mark of refpeét and honour, fince it implied an acknowledg-

ment
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sient of s fuperior merit, and difcovered the dread which his
enemies entertained of his abiliti

NorwiTHsTANDING this public teflimony which St Alde-
‘gonde received from the Spaniards, he was acafed of having de-
Jivered up the town without necefity ; and fo rafh and il
Sormed were the flates of Holland and Zealand on this occafion,
that they forbade him to take up his refideace within theic territo-
sies. Being confeious of having afted with perfet integity, be
paid o regard o their interdidion, but foon after the furrender
fet out for Zealand, where he required the States to produce his
aceufers, and to try him opealy *; and, as no accufer ever ven-
tured to appear, he publfhied a vindication of his condudty caleu-
Jated to put his cnemies to filence, and to fheww that inflead of
cenfre, he had merited the higheft praife’.

Tus ill-humous which the maritime provinces difcovered
on.this occafion, in their injurious treatment of a perfon ©

that the Spaniards had got poffefion of Antwerp, and tat theix
Seloufy of that commercial city was the caufe why they did not
Tt themelves with greater vigour to preferve it, As the
e amftances above explained feem to afford a fll account of
theie ina@ivity in the beginuing of the ficge, fo, towards the
e of it it fhould, feem they. did every. dhing for the elicf
CF e bebieged, which they could have done in theix own de-
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fence. The only obje of their dread at this time was the
power of Spain. They could not but confider Antwerp as
a bulwerk againl that power, and they could not forefee
thofe. commercial advantages, which  they derived aftcewards
from the redustion of that wealthy city under the Spanifh
yoke.

Tury foon experienced thee advantages, by the removal of
fo great a number of the inhabitants of Brabant and Flane
ders to Amflerdam and Middieburg, that it became necef-
fary to exicad the walls of thofe cities in order to cone
tain them.  And thus the trade of the confederated States
was greatly augmented, while that of the fouthern pmvincu
reccived 2 wound, of which it never afterwards recover,
e Thi peious. o Baskps kel s peides i
this cvent, fo fatal to the profperity of his late acqy
tions, by the length of time which he allowed to the pro-
teftants for difpofing of their effe@s, and by the mild-
nels of his adminitration ; but, befides ¢hat their averfion to
the Spanifh government was become unconquerable, and that
for fome years paft they had tafted the fiveets of Liberty,
they were too fincerely attached to the reformed religion, to
bear the thoughts of ever, complying with the catholic, or even
to endure thofe refiraints to which it behoved them during
their flay at Antwerp to fubmit. Philip's bigotry had, in the
time of the duke of Alva, tranfplanted great numbers of his
fubjets, together with their wealth and manufaures, into
forcign Rates, and it now increafed the power of the revolted
provinces, at the expence of thofe which had returned to their
allegiance. The Dutch began, not long after this period, 1o

2 pulh
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pufh their commeree to a greater extent than ever. They were * G2 K
more able than formerly to fupport the burden of the war; and

in a few years afierwards they found themfelves in a capacity,
“not only to defend their infant flate, but to attack their power-
ful adverfary, with fplendor and fuceefs, in the moft diftant
segions of the globe.

T
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LTHOUGH the profperity of the United Provinces was, 1 0 o ¢
in the iffue, greatly augmented by that increafe of inha-
bitants which they received from the conquered towns, yet, at o 1sfs:
the prefent period, their fituation was more alarming and cri- Usiei?ro
tical than i¢ had ever been fince the commencement of the war.
The prince of Parma was an enemy more. formidable in every re-
{pe@ than the duke of Alva: fuperior to him in military, and
Rl more in_political abilties ; and. the more to be dreaded by
the confederacy, on account of the moderation and equity which
he difplayed in his treatment of the people, who had fubmitted
o hisarms.  Almoft the whole of Brabant and Flanders, except
Sluys and Ofiend, was already conquered; and by bis redution
of Antwerp, he had acquired a numerous flect, which he knew
well how to make fubfervient to the operations of his land forces,
in the further profecution of the war.
Dda Tuz
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Tue States were more fenfible than ever of their inability to
defend themfelves, without the affifance of fome foreign power.
1o their treaty with the duke of Anjou, the. had difcoered great
" folciude in guarding aguioft the annexation of the proviaces to
the crown of Frances but foon after the death of the prince of
Orange, they were pesluadsd, that with theis mofk fienscus
efforts it would be impofible: for them long to preferve their in-
dependence, and that they mufteither fubmit to Philip, or become
the fubjedts of fome other foveeign, poffefed of power fuficient

to. defend them. Having, towards the conclufion of the year one
‘houfand five hundred and eighty-four, deliberated maturcly on the
fubjegt, they hefitaed for fome time between the King of France
and the quecn of England s but they came at lat 0 fix theic
“hoice on the former, partly becaufe they believed it would be
e for Henry, than for Elizabeth, 1o afford them afiflance and
fupport; and party becaufe, at Henry's death, bis crown would
devolve on the king of Navarre, in whofe hands they believed that
both their religion and liberty would be fecure.

Tha the offer which they refolved to make to the French
ionareh swould be readily sceepteds they could mot doubt, when
ey confidered that the principal reafon why he had formerly
Gectined 1o efpoue thei caute, was their refufing to confent to his

* fuceeflion, in the event of his brother’s death. They could not
but fuppof® that his ambition would be highly flattered with the
opportunity of making fo great an additon to his hereditary do-
R ons and they were not ignorant of the refentment which be
bore sowards the king of Spain, who, under the mafk of friead-
{hips had long fomented the troubles of his kingdom.

Hauny was ot infenfibl to the force of thefe incentives.  Fle
gave the ambaffadors whom the States lad fent to him on this oc-

fion,
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eafion, the moft gracious reception ; affured themof bis gratiude BgoK
Tor the raft and confidence which the States were pleafed f0 re-

pof in himj and bade them rely upon him for every mark of
Frieadihip in his povees 1o beflow. ~But as theie propofal was of
<o much importance to be hafily embraced; he defired they would
liwer it i writing, that it might be fobmitted to the revial of
his counfelors.

s

Hexy would not thus Tiave delayed giving them 2 decifive Saterp,

anfintr, if he had been at liberty, cither (o pusfoe bis ovwn incli-
Aations, o to confult the interel of France. Peace indeed had
heen cltablificd between the inveterate faions, into which his
Kingdom was divided s and the catholic league s apparently ex-
Gt Pt the caufes (6 which that pernicious confederacy owed
s bisth, il fubfifted; and it required 2 much more dexterous
o flcaly hand than that of Henry, to-gide the xeins of go-
Serhineat in fuch 4 manner as to prevent the paffions of the parties
from breaking out again with as miich violenceas before. Henry
ok of Guile, foh of the celebrated Francis, was fuperior 1o bis
father in exterior accomplifhments, and not inferior to him cither
n miliary or politesl abiltes.  Like his father too, he was actu-
“red ‘with thc. mot inordinate ambition s and could not endue
that infignificance, to which the king's averfion to bis bold afpiring
charatter had reduced him, Enraged at being excluded from the
goverament of the flate, while all the power which he and his
B horents had formesly cojoyed was engroffed by the minions of
the King, he refoled either to compel Henry o redicfs bis griev-
At o6 2 depyive i of hie, crawa. { With,the moft indefd-
igable indufiey he applied BimEIE to the profecution of his de-
fign. His emiffries were fpread every where; the Kingdom
fvined wit anongaous letirs; and the pulpit refounded with

the
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the imminent danger to:which the church was. expofed. ¢ For
the king, it was faid, notwithflanding his pretenfions, to, andity,
Had eithier o religion at all, or was fecretly atached to that of the
Hugonots 5 for whom he had, in his late treaty with.them, dilco-
ered the moft unjufiifisble parciality. - This alone was fufficient
t0 voufe the indignation of cvery faithful fon of the church; but
there was ground for the moft alarming apprehenfions, when it
was confidered, that the duke of Anjou being now dead, and the
king without any hopes of ilue, the crown muft (if the people
did not exert themfelves with vigour to preveat it) be inherited by
the king of Navarre, a. relapfed heretic, and a determined enemy
of their holy faith "

B thefe means the duke of Guife united more than one half
of the kingdom in a fanatical, but firm confederacy, with which
he hoped to contsaul, and in time 10 annibilate the authority of
the king. In order to gain greater refped to this confedcracy, he
‘placed at the head of it Charles, cardinal? of Bourbon, a zealous
catholic, far advanced in years, and noted for the weaknefs of his
wndesflanding.  Guife intended this prelate for Heary’s fucceffor,
in the event of the death or depofition of that prince ; and he ex-
peded under hitn to engrofs the whole adminifization; and to pave
the way for bis own acceffion to the throne.

Tue king of Spain was not an unconcerned fpecator of thefe
tranfadiions, in a kingdom, to the affairs of which he had, for fe-
veral years, given the moft particular attention.  Tor, befides(the
deep.concern, which, agreeably to his general fyfRem of. polities,
e had ever taken in all the contefls between the catholies and
proteflants in almoft cvery European flate, he ‘was greatly inte-

£ Membires de 1 igae, tom, i + Unde o the King of Navere,

3 refled
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refted to prevent the king of Navarre (whofe domini

unjuflly) from afeending the throne of France; and there was no

other means, he knew, by which he could deter the French mo=
narch from lending affiftance to the United Provinces, but to fur-
nifh him with employment at home.

Movep by this lat confideration, he had given affiflance to o iews.

the league, when it was firt formed by the fame fadtious leaders
fome years before. He was now more determined than ever to

fupport it; prompted partly by the motives. that have been men-
tioned, and pardy by this confideration, that, by fomenting the
difturbances in France, he would exhaut the firength of thac
mighty monarchy, and thereby either acquire poflefion. of it him-
£IF, or be at leaft delivered from all dread of that pavwer, which
he believed o be the only one in Europe able to counterat his
defigns.

HavING fome time before the prefent period revived his ne’ s
gociations with the duke of Guife, and the other heads of the
league, he gave orders to his commiffioners, Morco, and Bap-
ifta Taff, to form an alliance with them, without delay.  And it
was accordingly concluded between the Spanifh envoys on the one
Band, ‘and ‘the dukes of Guife and Mayeane, and the fiear de
Menneville, agent for the cardinal of Bourbon, on the other, at
Joinville, on the 2d of February, one thoufand five bundred and
eighty-five, upon the following conditions:

“THAT in eafe the prefent king of France thould dic without
male-iffue, the cardinal of Bourbon fiould, as firft prince of the
blood, be declared ing 5 and all thofe perfons excluded from the
fucceffion, who were either heretics themfelves, or favourers of
heretics,

“Tuar
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« Tiar the cardinal of Bourbon fhould, in the event of bis
fuceeeding to the erown, ratify the peace of Chateau-Cambrefis,
betwreen the courts of France and Spaio.

« Tuar he fhould prohibit the exercife of every religion but
the catholic, within his dominions.

« Tra he fould reflore to Philip all the places which had
Jeen taken from him by the Hugonots, and afit him in fubduing
bis rebellions fubjedts in the Netherlands.

4 Tra, on the other hand, Philip hould contribute fifty thou~
fand crowns a. month, for the fupport of the confederacy, befides
ofiRing it with a fufficient pumber of troops, tl herely fhauld be
wtterly extirpated.  That he fhould take the cardinal of Bourbon,
the lords of the houfe of Guife, and all others who fhould accede
o the league, under his protedtion ; and that neither of the con-
wa@ling paries fhould enter into any treaty with the King of
France, without mutual confent.”

Basipes thefe conditions, which were committed. to writing,
and fubferibed, Philip engaged to pay annually the fum of two
hundred thoufand crowns to the Duke of Guife, 10 be difpofed of

i judge i i the Jeague.
And it was agreed, that this whole tranfaction fhould be con-
cealed, till a more convenient feafon for divulgig it.

Hexry, however, reccived intelligence of the congrels; and
from former experience it was cafy for him to conjeture the pur-
pofec for which it had been held. ~Soon afte this, the embally
from the States of Holland afrived, and was received in the man-
per above-mentioned.  Mendoza, the Spanifh refident, could pot
be ignorant of what had pafled at Joinville; yet he complained
1o Henry of bis kind reception of the Dutch ambaffadors, 2

being
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“being inconfiflent with the friendfhip which he owed to the catholic
king. Heary replied to this complaint, with a degree of firm-
nefs and dignity, which it had been happy for himfelf, and for his
fubje@ts, if he could have maintained uniformly iu his conduét.
< T do not, faid he, confider thie people of the Netherlands as re-
bels, but as men whofe patience has been worn out by oppreffion.
Humanity and juflice incline me to take an intereft in the difirefs
of ‘a neighbouring nation, once fubje to. the crown of France.
1 have not however as yet refolved to concern wyflf in their
affairs. [ am unwilling to violate  that peace which fubfifls be-
tween your mafler and me ; although 1 know, that, on his part,
it has been violated. - My refolution will appear, when T fhall
dhink fit to difelofe it. Tn the mean time I defire ic may be re-
smembered, that I fhall not be intimidated by the threats of the king
of Spain; and that [am mafter of my condu®, and at liberty,
without being anfiwerable to. any other’ prince, to. make cither
peace or war, as L incline.”

Avone Henry's counfellors there were fome who exhorted
i to embrace fo tenipting an opportunity as the prefent, of ad-

vancing the glory of his crown, The perplexed fituation of his P23

affairs, they faid, ought rather to determine him to enter into fo-
reign war, than to deter him from engaging in it. It would prove
the moft cffcétual remedy for thofe noxious humours with which
his kingdom was diftempered, by giving a new diretion to that
xeflefs fpirit with which his fubjedls had long been aQtuated 5 and.
it will be found the fureft method of difappointiog the defigns of
the duke of Guife, by depriving him of the affiftance of the catholic:
Jing, to whom it would furnifh fufficieat employment in defence
of his own dominions.

Vo, IL Eec Svex
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Sucn was the reafoning of thofe who advifed Henry to accept
of the fovereignty of the United Provinces. It was plaufible, but
not fubftantial or folid. * For where,” faid- others of his coun-
fllors, feconded. by the queen-mother,  can troops be found in
France fufficient to carry on a war againft an enemy fo powerful
as the king of Spain ? Upon fuch of the catholics asare in leaguo
with that monarch, the king can have no reliance. On the con-
trary, they would unite with Philip againft their native fovercign.
To compofe an army of fuch catholics as retain their fidelity, and
to/fend that army to. the Netherlands, would be to abandon the
kingdom naked and defencelefs to the duke of Guife. ~And were
the king to apply to the proteflants for affiftance, what purpofe
would that meafure ferve, but to excite an univerfal alarm, and to
determine all the catholics in the kingdom to accede to the
league 1"

Hesny could not refift the force of thefe arguments.  Finding.
himfelf therefore thus fettered by his fadtious fubjets, hc refolved,
though with much relu@ance, to decline the tempting offer which
the States had made to him ; and having called their ambaffadors,
e informed them, that the unhappy fituation of his domeftic af-
fairs rendered it impoffible for him at prefent to actept of their
offer, or to undertake their protedion; but that he would not
fail to recommend their caufe. to the queen of England in the
warmell manner °,

EvizapeT it had formerly approved of thieir cledion of the
duke of Anjou, and had even contributed her endeavours to pro-
mote it.~ But fhe dreaded the union of the provinces with France,
as.an event whichi would have raifed the maritime power of that

© Reid

i iv. Darll, b vi, Van Meseen, lb. i p, 376.
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ingdom toa fuperiority above her own, and therefore fhe had
regarded, with-a jealous eye, the making a tender to Henry
of their fovereigaty. Nofooner was fhe informed of that mo-
“ parch’s refolution'to decline accepting it, than her anxiety taking.
another direction, fhe drcaded that ‘their defpair would induce
them to throww themfelves on the mercy of their former fove-
reign, whofe fovereft vengeance, fhe could mot. doubt, would
be poured out upon her, as foon as. his affairs in the Nether-
lands were compofed

Tt order to prevent this effet of Henry's refufal, which was a
‘more immediate object of ‘her dread, than any corfequence that
could have arifen from his acceptance, fhe fent an ambaflador to
roufe their drooping fpirits, ‘and 1o give them hopes of her pro-
teétion. “The States were encouraged, by this mark of her atten-
tion, to form the refolution of making the fame offer of their fo-
vercigaty to her, which they had made to the king of France: and
‘ambaffadors were accordingly appointed; and fent over to Eng-

Tand in the month of July 7585
Trzse ambaffadors employed every argument which they could
devife, to prevail upon Elizabeth to yield to their defire. ~ After
tefifying in the flrongeft terms that gratitude with which the
States were penetrated, on account of the favour which fhe had al-
ready afforded them 3 they reprefented, * That they had now more
oceafion than ever for her friendfhip, and muft fink under the
power of Philip, who pofléfed fuch inexhauftible refources, if
fhe did not fpecdily interpofe in ‘their ‘behalf. But althongh
the power of the confederdcy was fmall, when compared with
thofe mighty efforts which were made by the king of Spain to en~
flave it, it was not unworthy of the queen’s attention and regard.
Befides poffefling fome important town in Brabant, Flanders, and
Eca Guelderland,
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Guelderland, they were fill in poffeffion of Holland, Zealand,
Utrecht, and Erielland, in which there were many flourifhing and-
well fortified cities, capacious harbours, and navigable rivers, from
which the queen’s fubje€ls would derive infinite advantage in the
way of commerce; not to mention that, by the aceeffion of fo nu-
merous a flect as that of the United Provinces, her navy would be
able to give Jaw to all the maritime powers in Europe. They-
were far from fuppofing that intereft alone would determine the
queen to regard their prefent application; they had already expe-
rienced ber gencrofity, and they now addrcfled her as the fove-
reign of a powerful kingdom, who had fhewn that fhe was touch-
ed with their calamities, It was their earneft defire at. this time,
that fhe would accept of the fovereignty of the provinces, upon the
fame conditions on which their native princes had enjoyed it, and
that fhe would henceforth confider the people of the Netherlands
a5 her faithful fubjects, who would vie with thofe of, her native
Xingdom in demonfirating their attachment to her perfon, and in
advancing the glory of her reign.”

ELizaBETH reccived this propofal with much complacency,
and affured the ambafladors, that they fhould not return without
g fuch an anfiver along with them as would entircly fatisty
the States; but before fhe could be more particular in her reply,
fhe muft confider the affair with that attention which it deferved,
and hear the opinions of her counfellors.

Tue fame thing happened on this ocoafion.in the court of
England, as in that of France fome months before. ~ Elizabetl's
minifters were no lefs divided in their fentiments than thofe of
Henry, and formed their judgments as courticrs are wont to do
in matters of doubtful iffue, conformably either to the natural
temper of their mind, o to the inclinatibn of the prince.

9 Turra
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Tite xE were fome among them who thought, that both jultice 8 Q.0 &
and prudence required that Elizabeth fhould reject the offer that Nt

had been made to hers ¢ for it was the common interelt of
princes, they. fid, that fubjects fhould be retained in their allegi=
ance; and to encourage them in the violation of it, was in reality
1o undermine the foundations of their own anthority. - The queen
Tad hitherto favoured the inhabitants of the Low Countrics, notas
a free and: independent nation, but as a people who were cruclly
oppreffed;.and her intention had not. been 10 enable them, t0 se=
nounce their allegiance, but to induce their king to treat them with.
greater equity and moderation... Tn this purpofe they thought fhe.
might il perfift. But to acknowledge the States for fovereigns,
and 1o accept from their hands that fovercignty: which belonged to-
another, would not only be a violation of that juftice which princes
owe to one another, but might be attended with the moft danger-
auis confequences. to her own repofe.. The king of Spain would
ot reft fatisfied. Gl he had. reliated. fo.great an injury. The
fate of Ireland, and. even that of England, where there was fo
seeat a mumber of Catholics devoted.fo-his ervice, would furnifh
him with means of executing his defign. | And: from fomenting
a'fpiric of divifion among her fubjects, he would foon, paf (0 an
open invaion of her kingdom. With his.arms the fpritual thun-
ders of the Roman pontifF would co-operate, and in that cafe fuch

2 number of cnemics might be excited againft her, a3 would en-
danger the fability of her throne.”

Bur others of Elizabeth’s countellors. were of opinions that fo
javiting an opportunity as the. prefent ought not to be negleded,
and that the queen could not, with reafon, be accufed of injuftice
Sor embracing it. The States, compelled by neceflty, had, feveral
‘years before the prefent period, affumed. the fovereiguty into theix

o
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own hands, ‘and fince that time they had conferced it upon the
duke of Anjou, whom the queen had virtually recognized for their
Tawful fovereign. e king of Spain had clearly  forfeited his
rightito their obedience, by his violation of all the conditions on
which that tight was founded. * Notwithflanding this, he will
o doubt be highly offended,” continued they, * if the queen fhall
hink fit to liflen to-the prefent application.  But can he be more
an enemy to the queen, than he has already fhewn hinifelf? Has
he. nov long endeavoured to ftir up her difaffected fubjefts in Tre-
1and ? And in England, does he not’purfue the fame hoftle and
infidious defigns? Hlas he not warmly efpoufed the caufe of the
queen of Scots? Docs he ot on every oceafion thew himfelf an
implacable enemy to'the Englifh name? And what is it that has
£o long prevented him from declaring open war, but that his re-
volted fubjets in the Netherlands have hitherto afforded ful em-
ployment to all the forces which e could fpare from his ambi-
tious caterprifes? ‘Wihen he fhall have difengaged himfelf from
‘his embarrafents in the Low Countries, can we doubt that he
will'turn his arms againft the queen? Teis the part of prudence
o provide againtt a diftant as well as againft an immediate danger;
and prudence and ‘a. regard to felf-preforvation require that the
queen fHould, to the utmofk of er power, fupport the people of
the United Provinces, becauft in their prefervation the peace and
fecurity of their own dominions are involved. If the reject the
application of the States, and cither give them no affiflance, or
fich only as has hithierto been granted, they will oon be over-
powered, and Philip will then be/not only at greater lcifure, but
amuch more able than at prefent to execute his defigns. - But if
‘the qucen accept of the advantageous offer that is made to her, and
exert herfelf with vigour in defence of this people, who defire

3 to
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to become her fubjedts, fhe will encounter her enemy ar a diftance
from home, fhe will be powerfully affied by a brave and deter-
mined ally, and with her flect aing in concert with that of the
States, fhe will be able to maintain the tranquillity of her king-
dom.”

‘EvizaseTs readily perceived the force of this reafoning : fhe
believed that an open breach swith Philip was unavoidable, and the
thought it more ligible to begin hoftlities herfelf now, than to
wait tll ber adverfary fhould be in a condition to exccute his de-
figns againft her. She refolved however o decline accepting the
fovereignty which the States had offered her, cither becaufe fhe
apprehended that it would prove a greater burden than fhe was
able to fupport, of becaufe fhe was afraid of exciting the jealoufy
of the neighbouring powers. But while for thefe reafons fhe de-
fired that the fupreme authority might fill remain in the hands of
the States, fhe refolved to afford them her prote@tion ; and with
s view, after having received particular information concerning
fheir firength, and the number of troops necefary for carrying on
the war, fhe concluded a treaty with them, of which the priicipal
articles were thofe which follow :  That the queen flould furnifh
the States with five thoufand foot and one thoufand Borfe, to b
commanded by a protcflant general of her appointment, and'to be
paid by her during the continuance of the war. That after the
conclufion of the war the States fhould repay Berexpences; and
that the towns of Brille and Flufhing, and:the fort of Rummekins,
fhould be immediately defivered to her, and fhould remai ia et
‘poffeffon till the were fully reimburfed. That the commander of
the forces, the governors of provinces and wwns, and all the of-
ficers and foldiers, thould!take an oath of fidelity to the queen and

the
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BQOX the States. Thatin cafd it fouldbe found expedicnt to employ.
4 et in the comion cale, the States fhould Frdifh the fume

P

number of fhips as the queen, to be commanded by an Englifl
admiral. That the commander in chief, and two Englith mini-
flers refiding in the Netherlands, fhould be admitted into the af-
fembly of the States. That none of the rights or privileges of the
confederated provinces fhould be violated, and no change intro=
duced in the eftablifhed religion or government. And lafily, That
neither of the two contrating parties fould, without mutual con=
fent, make peace, or enter into alliance wi

Tts treaty was no fooner ratified, than Elizabeth iffued orders
for carrying, it tito-execution, The earl of Leicefler (to whom
this wife princefs had been. long attached in a degree which far
exceeded his merit and fervices) was appointed general of the
Forces, and went over with them 1o Holland in the beginning of
the year 1586, accompanicd by more.than five hundred gentle=
men, who intended to ferve under him as volunteers. Leicefler
‘had neither courage, capacity, moderation, nor integrity, to qualify
him for the arduous tafk that was affigned him, but his defedts
were concealed under the glare.of fuperficial accomplithments;
with which, as he had long deccived the penetration of Elizabeth,
he now impofed upon the people of the Netherlands, and excited
in them the moft fattering and delafive hopes. From his firft
arrival they regarded him as the reflore of their fallen flate, and
profufely heaped upon him every mark of honour which their im=
‘moderate fondnefs could devife.  Not fatisfied with receiving him
sather as a prince and a conqueror, who had already wrought
their deliverance, than as the fubject of an ally by whom he had
been fent to their afiitance, they conferred upon him the offices of

< Beirogi, ot i, .. Camdan, an, 15854

h the king of Spain
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governor genetal of the confederacy, ‘and commander in chief of
all their forces by fea and land.

BY this precipitate meafure, of which they had afterwards the
greatet reafon to repeat, they intended to gratify the quee, and
3f poffible to induce her to take a deeper intereft in their af-
fairs.  But they were exceedingly difappointed in their expecta-
tions ; fhe was offended at their artifice, and immediately dif-
patched her vice-chancellor * to complain of their condudt, as
being calculated to make the world belicve her infincere in the
declaration which fhe had publifhed, of intending only to it the
provinces, and ot to undertake the ablolute charge of their pro=
tedtion. . She defired that the States would recal that authority
which they had conferred on Leicefler, and commanded him
o reft contented with the portion of power which fhe had
given him. But it is extremely doubtful whether Elizabeth
was in. seality s much. incenfed on. this. occafion as fhe ap~
peared 0 be. - She foon difcovered an unwillingnefs o mortify
her favourite's vanity and ambition 5 lent a -favourable car t0 the
apology that was made o her by the States, and did not infif on
a compliance with her requet. - Whatever was her motive for this
ondudt, Leicefler was inflalled in the government, and iavefted
with as ample powers as were confiflent with the fundamental
laws of the conflitution ; after which he proceeded to make pre-
parations for putting a flop to the progrefs of the Spanifh arms.

% prince of Parma, on the other hand;” was no lefs adtive in

‘prepariog for the fartber profecution of the war. Afiet the acqui~

fition of fo many importasit towns, he had conceived the mof fan=

guine expeQations of being able foor to complete the redution of
5 Thoms eesge,
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the revolted provinces. But by the interpofition of Elizabeth he:
perceived i vidtory fatched from; him, when he thought him-
Lelf upon the poiat of reaping it, and was exceedingly difappoiat-
e and chagrined. Finding himfelf however fill fuperior to his
enemy in the field, he refolved to improve this advantage, and as
foon as the feafon would permit, to proceed with' his wonted
vigour.

“Fue confederates had; notwithflanding their Tofs of Maclrich
above related, been able to keep. poffeffion of two confiderable
{owns on the Macfe, Grave in Brabant, and Venlo in Guelder-
Jand. ~ Farnefe was defirous to make ‘himfelf mafter of thefe two
Places before e fould tarn s arms agaiof the northern pro-
vinces; and’ early in the fpring he fent count Charlés of Mant-
eldt to form the blockade of Grave. Manfrelde exccuted his
commiffion with Tittle: oppofition, by cafting a bridge over the’
Macfe, andby building forts and redoubts not oaly on'the dykes
f the river, but on the land fide of the town, where he pitched
s camp, and-cut off all communication Betwween the befieged and
the country behind them. The town was defended by an Englifly
gareion, under the command of a young nobleman, baron de
Tlemert, a native of Guelderland; Leicefter, fenfible that the plice
was of the greateft importance for preventing the enemy from ad-
vanciog into the provinces of Guelderland and Utrecht, went
him(If as far as the city of Utrecht, and from thence fent
count Hoherloe and colonel Norris witht two thoufand five
Hundred foot, partly Dutch and partly Englifh, to the relief of
the befieged. ~ The Dutch arrived firfl, and having taken one of
the Spanifh forts on the banks of the Macfe, oppofite to Grave;
they had begun to fortify themfelves tpon: the dyke, when
Manfveldt, having received intelligence of their arrival, fent three

9 thoufand.
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shoufand Spaniards over the bridge alrcady mentioned. By thefe 100 %
troops the confederates were compelled to abandon their fortifica: s
tions, and to retire along the dyke; but Norris and the Englih '
forces coming up to their affitance, a bloody battle enfued.  The
Englith, though long inured to peace, gave proof on this occafion.

of that firong milltary genius by which they have fo often diftin-
guithed themfelves in their wars upon the continent. They drove

the veteran Spaniards before them with ircefiflible impetuofity,

Killed feveral bundreds of them, befides feven captains, and a great
‘number of inferior officers, and compelled them to continue their

retreat till they reached their fortifications on the bridge. There

they were fupported by frefh troops fent by Manfeldt from the

camp. The battle was renewed, and both parties fought for fome

time with the fame fury as before, 6l they were feparated by a

violent florm of wind and rain, which rendered all their efforts
incffeual. ‘Through this accident the Spaniards fill retained
pollefion of the bridge, but the rain which fell, furnifhed count
Hohenloe with the means of relicving the befieged. The river

being fivelled to an uncommon height, he broke down the dyke

near Raveflein, which flands on the fame fide with Grave, and
having laid all the country between Ravefein and Grave, under

water, he conveyed to the befieged, ammunition, provifions, and

a fupply of troops acrofs the inundation.

Tite prince of Parma, alarmed with this fuccefs of the confede-
sates, ft out for Grave with his main army; and in a few
dags after bis arrival before the place two batteries were planted,
and a part of the wall was demolifhed. Tt might il however
have been defended for a confiderable time ; and De Hemert, the
governor, gave the earl of Leicefter the firongeft affurances that
he would hold out to the laft. But his courage failing, he

Ffg began
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80,0 K feghn o talk of the Accefity of furrendering; and, althongh on~
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Jy two or thrce of 'bis officers approved of his defign, while all
fhe reft remotifirated againt it as cowardly and difhonourable, Lie
fefolved to put itin exceution; aid upon the feventhyof June; before
the breich was praticable; or the enemy had taken any meafires
for an afaut, he fent to the prince of Parma a propofal to capitu~
late. The prince readily granted him the moft favourable condi-
tions, and fuffered him and the garrifon to march out with thei¢
arms ‘and baggge. But as De Hemert was undeferving of
this honour, he foon had reafon to repent of the infamous pire
$nto which his cowardice had betrayed him. Both hie andthe of-
ficers who had concurred with him, were condemned by a court
martial to be beheaded. The fentence was acknowledged to be
jult, yet De Hemerts fate excited great commiferation in his
countrymen. He was too young for the important trufl which
Tad been committed to hims . there was no reafon to fufpe him
of treachery or corruption, and he folicited in the moft carncft
manner to have his life fpared, and to be permitted to engage in
fome perilous enterprife in which he might retrieve his honour.
But Leicefter thinking it necelfry at this time, for the cRablifh-
meat of military diipline, which had been greatly relaxed, to
give an cxample of feverity, rejected all the applications which:
were made in his behalf,

TuMEDIATELY after the furrender of Grave, Farnefe led his.
army, amounting to_twenty thoufand foot and three thoufand
Torfe, to befiege Venlo; and he made the greater hafle in his
expedition againft that place, the only one on the fide of the.
Macfe which remained in the hands of the confederates, as he

Mo, . 405, Besivagly pat . 1. . nd S,
9 wnderflood
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yaderfood that the garrifon was weak, and that the celebrated 3 Q0K
Blartin Schench, who commonly reided i it, had, by Lefefler's et

rders, marched sith the greateft part of his troops to fecure the
town of Gueldres. This man, a native of Guelderland, and a
foldier of fortune, is celebrated by all the cotemporary hiflorians,
on account of his extraordinary valour, adlivity, and enterprize.
Having firlt atiached himflf (o the Spanifh party in the Nether-
Tands, he performed for that party feveral important fervices, but
thinking himfelf difhonoured by a preference which the general
beftosved ‘on 4 Spanifh officer; he had defertéd 1o the. States.
Schench no fooner heard that the Spanith army had begun the fiege
of Venlo, than he fet out with a body of horfe in orde to throww
limfelf into the place. Finding it completely invefled on every
fide, he attacked the befiegers in the middle of the night,
and having penctrated beyond the general’s tent, he contifiued to
adace tll e had alimoft reached one of the gates of the town ;-
bt he could not enter, by reafon of certain barricades which Far-
nefe Had raifed to prevent the fallies of the garrifon. Before he
had time to demolifli thefe, the whole eamp was up in arns, andi
obliged him to abandon his auempt. He fought his way back
through the thickeft of the encmy, and efeaped with the lofs
of between forty and fifty: men. He made feveral other vi
gorous efforts for the relicf of the befleged, but they were alli
rendered abortive by the forefight and vigilance of the prince
of Parma, who tepelled his atacks ; and, in fpite 6F the an:
noyance which he gave him from without, kept up an incefant
fire upon the town Il a great part of the wall‘was defho=
Jifhed.  The Giffrent nation of which the srmy confited, srere

ch othe f the g the affault,
Wi the belega I confeq
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How, furrendered the town on nearly the fame conditions withl
thofe which had been “granted to the citizens of Grave. The
prince of Parma found it neceffary to-employ all his autho
prevent the foldicrs, whom the capitulation difuppointed of theic
prey, from offering violence to the inhabitants; and he gave a
proof of his refpe@ for Schench, by treating his wife and fifter in
the moft honourable manner, and furnithing them with his own
coach to carry them to whatever place they fould incline*.

From Venlo, Farnefe went without delay and invefted Nuys,
which belongs to the bifhopric of Cologn, but was at that time ia
the poffeffion of the States.

Gesuert de Trufches, the archbifhop and cleflor of Co-
Togn, having, about three years before the prefent period, abjured
the catholic religion, and married, attempted fill to retain his
bifhopric and ele@orate; but his canons, fupported by the pope
and emperor, excommunicated him; and haviog made war
againtt him, in which they were affited by the prince of Parma,
they obliged him to take refuge in Holland, and cle@ted in his
soom Erneft, fon of the duke of Bavaria. 'The count de Meurs,
one of his partizans, foon afier recovered for him, by fur-
prize, the town of Nuys, and obtained from the States a garrifon,
with which he had been able not only to defend that town againft
the force of Emeft, but to over-run the country, and do infinite
‘mifehie to the cathlic inhabitants. Erneft, unable to reprefs their
cruptions, had gone himfelf in difguife to the prince of Parma to
Dolicit his affiflance, and it was in compliance with his requeft,
that Farnefe, poftponing the profecution of his defigas againft the.
morthern provinces, engaged in his prefent enterprize. He knew

& Meteren, Suada.
that
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dhiat Philip regarded no undertaking as foreign to his interefl, in 300 K
‘which the fecurity of the catholic religion was concerncd ; and he —-—

dreaded that if the garrifon of Nuys was not chiecked in time, they
might gather frength, and perfuade fome of the neighbouring pro-
teflant princes to clpoufe their caufe. Some hiftorians affirm, that
he was likewife prompted by the profpeet of that glory which
lie would acquire, fhould he conquer, in afew weeks, as he
expeieds a town which Charles the bold duke of Burgundy had in
vain attempted to reduce with an army of fisty thoufand men-in
the fpace of a year.

I this expeation He was not difappointed. Througl a misfor~
tune which befel the garrifon in, the perfon of Cloct the governor,
who, being dangeroully wounded, was difabled from attending to
theoperations of the defence, their refolution faileds and inlefs than
three weeks after the prince’s arrival before the town, they began
10 treat of a furrender. That he might fave time, and deliver the
town as entire as. poffible to the elector, Farnefe agreed without
any difficulty. to an armiftice; and he had begun to treat with
the deputies of the befieged, concerning the terms of capitulationy
when the Italian. and Spanifh troops (who had been highly in-
cenfed on account of his having prevented them. from plundering
the inhabitants of Vealo), being tranfported with a fadden rage,
san forward in contempt of his authority, and affaulted the town
on differcat fides, while the garrifon, swho trufted to the armiflice,
were off their guard. - Meeting with litle refiftance, they quickly-
fealed the walls, fpread themfelves over the town, and butchered
all who fell in their way, without diftindtion of age, fex, or con-
dition. Nor was their barbarous cruelty fatiated with the horrid
carnage which they committed.  Their fury being tumed into
madnefs, they fpurncd the thoughts of plunder, and fet fire

1o
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4o the town; and a8 the wind was high, and moft of the houfea
were built of wood; it was in a few hours confumed to afhes:
Tuwo chutches oaly cfcaped in which a number of women and
children had taken refoges and ‘it was with difficulty that the
marquis del Guatto prevailed upon the favage fodiers o fpare the
lives of thofe trembling, miferable remains of the inhabitants .

Frow this difaftrous feene, Farnefe, now duke'of Parma, by
bis father's death, dire@ed his march towards Rhineberg; another
place in the cle@orate of Cologn, of which, on account of its im-
portant fituation, the States were extremely folicitous 1o retain
‘polTeffion.

Tue el of Leicefler mean while had been employed in
‘drawing together all the forces which could be fpared from the
garrifons of the towns and forts, and feemed determined not
to fuffer any more of the campaign to pafs without ftriking fome
important firoke, which might fatisfy the expectations of the con-
federates,  But a5 his army, which confifted oaly of feven th
fand foot and one thoufand foue hundred horfe, was inferior
in number to the enemy, he duft not hazard an engage-
meat; but refolved to attack fome place of importance in
the poffeion of the Spaniards, in ordet to-induce the duke
of Parma to relinguifh the ficge of Rhineberg. He ditetled
his march towards Zutphen, and in order to faciliate’ bis
defign’ again® that place, fitlt attacked, and’ made himfelf
mafler of the. town: of Doefberg; after which be fit. down
with his whole army before Zutphen, and began. the fiege in
form.

| = Benuivoglio, prt il ir.
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15 he had followed the counfel that was given him, to fecure
certain pafles which led to the town, it muft unavoidably have
fallen into his hands ; as it was neither furnifhed with provifions,
nor with military florcs.  OF this the duke of Parma had been
particularly informed by Baptifto Taff the governor; and for this
reafon, although he had made progrefs in his operations againft
Rhincberg, he immediately raifed the fiege of that place, and
haftened wich all his forces to the relief of Zutphen.  As he was
acquainted with the extremity to which the befieged were reduced,
he fent the lralian cavalry, under the marquis del Guafto, before
the reft of the army, with a temporary fupply ; and ordered a
‘numerous body of Spanih infantry to advance with the utmoft
expedition.  Through Leicefter’s negle to fortfy the pafles, a
part of this fupply was introduced into the town without any dif
ficulty, in the night; and on the-day following, del Guaflo at-
tempted to introduce the relt. On this occafion a fierce ren~
counter happened between the Italian and Englith cavalry. At the
fift onet the talians were compelled o retire; but they foon rea
turned to the charge, The ation then became hot and obftinate,
and the ifue remained for fome time doubtful. Del Guaflo, fe=
conded by feveral officers of diftinguithed reputation, made every
effort that could have been expected from the moft expericnced
commander. But the Englifh, led on by colonel Norris and Sic
Philip Sidney, proved a fecond time viQorious, and drove the
Tealians before them il they reached the Spanifh infantry ; when
the Englifh, being ignorant whether the whole Spanifh army was
at hand, thought it dangerous to advance, ~ OF the Ttalians about
‘one hundred and ffty were killed and wounded, and of the Eng-
Jith thirty. But the latter paid dear for their vitory, by  their
irreparable lofs of the brave and accompliied Sis Philip Sidacy ;

Vor. IL Gg who
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who is celebrated by his cotemporaries, as a perfon of the moft
confummate worth ; and as he poffefled the favour of Elizabeth,
muft, if it had been the will of heaven to- prolong his life, Have
foon attained to the highefl dignities in her power to beflow, Soon
after this rencounter, the duke of Parma arrived with his whole

#t5. army in order of battle; and Leicefter, confeious of the inferi~

ority of his forces, drew them off from the fiege; and fuffered
Him to enter Zutphen without oppofition. Here the duke re-
mained tll he had vifited the fortifications, and laid in & fufficient
quantity of ammunition and provifions ; after which he repafled
the Rhine, and having put garrifons into his new conquels, he
fet out for Bruffels,

His troops were no fooner diftributed into winter-quarters, than
Leicefter returned with his army towards Zutphen. He did not
however intend to enter fo late in the year upon the fiege of the
townitfelf, but only to make himfelf mafler of three forts on the
oppoite fide of the river, which put it in the power of the Spa-
miards to make frequent incurfions into the territory of Veluwe,
Tn this attempt he fucceeded, and thereby deprived the Spaniards
for a time of what had been the principal advantage which. they
derived from the poffefion of Zutphen. = After which, having
flationed a part of his troops in thefe forts, he returned to the
Hague, where the States had been appointed to convene.

Trss affembly had o great reafon to be futsfied ‘with theie
new governor's management of the war ; and they were highly
dicontented with bis civil adminifiration.  During.the courfe of
ty operations which have been related, he had treated
them in many refpedts rather as a conqueréd province,  thamra.
free flate, to whofe affifance be had been fent by theie friend and

5 ally;

thofe m
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ally; and had fliewn no lefs contempt of their fundamental Jasvs,
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10 which he knew they were unalterably attached, than o the i

conditions of their treaty with Eljzabeth, Inftead of regulating.
his condu@ by the advice of the States or council, as ‘grafitude
and prudence required, he appears to have conceived an carly
‘prejudice againtt all thofe who had diftinguifhed themfelves in
the fervice of their country, while he beftowed his favour on a.
fet of artful and defigning men, of fafpected fidelity, who were
obfequious to his caprice.

By their counfel, he laid reftrictions upon trade, which, if the
States had not interpofed with vigour, would have proved fatal
10it; and which obliged many of thofe Flemifh merchants who
bad lately fettled in Holland and Zealand, to remove into foreign
parts. By the fame advice, he tampered with the coin, and made
fuch alterations in it as enriched his minions or himfclf, whilft
they impoverifhed the provinces.

InnovaTions were introduced without the confent of the
States, in the manner of colle@ting the public money ; and after
it was colle@ted, inftead of putting it, as the conflitution required,
into the hands of the trcafurer chofen by the States, Leicefler of-
dered it to be delivered 10 treafurer of his own appointiment, who

i tothe ich it was applied.

Taxes were lovied from the people, for paying not only all the
foldiers in the garrifons, and all the country toops, but fufficient
likewife for the payment of between fix and feven thoufand Ger-
mans; yet the foldiers in the garrifons were o ill paidy that the
officers found it difficult to prevent a mutiny 3 and two thoufand
Germans who had enlifted under the count de Meurs, in hopes of
recciving a cortain fum on their arrival in the Netherlands, being
- difappointed,
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BQOX difappointed, through the governor's negligence, or the corrup-
S5 tion of thofe in whom he confided, returned to Germany without

s

drawing their fwords, at a time when their afifance was abfo-
lutely neceflary to the fuccefs of the campaigh,

In the treaty between the States and Elizabeth it had been
agreed, that when any vacancy fhould happen in the govern-
ment of a town, fort, or province, the commander in chicf
fhould il it up with one of three perfons prefented to him by
the States. To this agreement Leicefler paid no regard, but ap-
ted perfons to governments of great importance, not only
without their being named by the States, but even when the
States remonfirated againt his appointing them. Roland York,
2 Londoner, who had fome years before been deteed in trea
fonable pradtices, of which they gave Leicefler timely information,
was notwithflanding this intrufled with the charge of the prin-
cipal fort near Zutphen, which commanded the country of
Veluwe; and William Stanley, an Englifh catholic, who had
been in the fervice of Spain, was made governor of De-
venter, into which place Leicefler, in  contradidtion to the
treaty with Elizabeth, had put a garrifon of twelve hun-
dred foot and two hundred horfe, confifting mofly of Irifl
papifts.

Bestnes thefe and other inflances of imprudent and arbitrary
condu@h, he difgafled the Dutch troops by appointing Englith
officers to command them. He compelled the people to furnith
him with carriages, and to ferve in his army as pioneers ; and,
in violation of what had ever been efieemed a fundamental pri-
vilege of the inhabitants of the Netherlands, he obliged perfons,
profecuted by bis tools, to leave the provinces in which they
refided, and to fabmit to their trial in other provinces, where

their
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their profecutors had greater influence to procure their condein-
ation*.

SucH a complication of defpotic meafures in the government
of a people jealous of their liberty, appears repugnant, whatever
were the overnor's motives, to the very loweft degree of pru-
dence, which we can fuppofe him to have poffeffed. It is not
furprifing that he was fufpeced of having formed a plan to
Supprefs the affembly of the States, and to aflime an abfolute
authority ; but if bis prefumption could impofe upon Kim fo
far as to make him believe, that fo wife a princels as Eliza-
beth would, from her partialty to him, and in open violation
of her cngagements, fupport his ufurpation, yet his condut
wascxtremely ill calculated to promote this perfidious de-
fign. It difgufted all the better fort of thofe who had in-
fluence in the proviaces, and ferved to diffufe an univerfal larm,
before be had taken meafures.proper for fecuring fuccefs in his
attempt.

Tz States however, fenfible of their prefent dependence upon
Elizabeth, refolsed to avoid an open rupture with her favourite,
and, notwithftanding what had paffed, they received him on
his arrival at the Hague with every mark of refpect. They de-
Jivered to him a modeft but firm remonftrance, and intreated him
with much earneftnels to redrefs their grievances.  Leicefter
could not juftfy his condu@ in any of the particulars that have
been mentioned, He attempted, however, to make fome apo-
logy forit, and affired the deputies, though with lie fincerity,
that for the future he fhould be careful to avoid giving them any
5uft ground of offence. Hle added, that at prefent he ws under
 necelity of pafiog over o England, on account of certain di~

5 Van Meere, T, . Grosun, T, v.
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Rurbances i that kingdom, which required his prefence. Thie
States were extremely furprifed at this intimation, as they.ex~
‘pected that he would have proceeded immediately to reform the
abufes of which they had complained; but they were in fome
meafure reconciled to his departure, by his agrecing to.a propofal
which they made to him, that till his return. to the Low Couns
tiies, his_authority as governor fhould be lodged in the, coundil
of flate; and he accordingly excented a public deed tothis effed
on ghe twenty-fourth of November, although it foon afterwards
appeared that ke had done it only to avoid the trouble of any fur-
ther folicitation upon the fubject. He exccuted privately,an the
fame day another deed, o which he referved to himflf an ex-
clufive autbority over all the govetnors of pravinces, towns, and
forts; and even deprived the council of flate of their wonted au=
thority. This condug®, at orice o cowardly and infincere, alice
nated from him more than ever the affections of the States, and
deftroyed entircly the confidence which they had repofed in him,
It confirmed the opinion of thofe who believed that he afpired a¢
the fovercignty, and filled the minds of pecfons of all ranks with
the moft alarming apprehenfions,

Tz States had, s mentioned above, remonfirated agaiaft the
truft committed to Roland York and William Stanley, Thefe
men gave foon 2 fatal proof of the juftnefs of the fufpicions which
had been eatertained of their fidelity. In a few weeks after, Lein
cefler’s departire for England, they entered into a treacherous
correfpondence with Baptifto Tafli, goveraor of Zutphen, and
began, 10 prepare their meafures for. delivering to him the jm-
portant fortrelles which had been intrufted. to their care, The
council of flate received intelligence of their perfiious defign ;
but they had not power t9 hinder them from putting it in ex-

ecution,
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ecution: T the beginning of February, both Deventer and the
fort oppofite to Zutphen were given up to the Spaniards.  York
did not live long'to enjoy the wages of His iniquity, and died
in mifery, negleted and forgotien by thofe to whom e had
fucrificed his' honour; but Stanley, having perfiaded moft of his
tro0ps to enter into the fervice of Spain, and having uniforme
Iy profeffed the catholic religion  (which Philip confidered as
an atonement for the moft ‘odious’ crimes), was permitted to re=
tain the government of Deventer, together with the fame "rank
in the Spanih, which he had enjoyed in' the Englith army.
This man, fprung from & refpecable family in England, had been
concerned in Babington's confpiracy- in favour of the queen of
Scots, and was probably betrayed, by the dread of a difcovery;
into this unworthy condu, which has involved his name in
perpetual infamy.

T news of thefe difallers fpread grief and conflernation over
the confederated provinces. They recalled the meniofy of the
duke of Anjou's attempt on Antwerp, and excited great anxiety
and dread, left the examples of York and Stanley fhould be
imitated by the governors of other forts and towas,

Tk States participated of thodiftrefs which the peoplé-filé
on the prefeat occafion: | They Qill'Kowever maintained” theie
wonted - fortitude, and without! regard to | Leicefler’s' refeit-
‘ment, refolved. to provide, ‘as ' well as their circumRances would
allow for' the prefervation' of the: comiionwealth.  In-an af
fembly held at the Hague on the fixh/of February, after affrts
ing their own. fupreme- authority,  they ' ehaced, that during
the abfence of the earl of Leiceftery prince Maorice fhiould exer-
cife the authority of governor; and that all officers in their e~
vice fhould take an cath of obedience to birty and'of filelity to

the
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the States. o this refolution, which was immediately publifhed
and enforced, two declarations were fubjoined : the firll, that the
States did not thereby mean to abridge the authority which
they had conferred on the carl of Leicefter, but only to reflore
tothe inferior governors. their legal rights and powers; and
the fecond, that they highly difapproved of thofe general reflec-
tions which had been thrown out againft the Englifh- troops,
on account of the late treachery of a few individuals; for there
were bad us well as good men in every nation, and nothing could
be more illiberal and unjuft than fuch undiflioguithing reflec

tions,

Bur while their condut at home contained this mixture of
firmnefs and moderation, they gave vent to the refentment in
detters, which they appointed fome of their number to carry o
Elizabeth and Leicefler; in which, after making mention of
the truft and confidence which they had placed in him, they
entered into a full detail of their grievances.

LercesTER was highly offended with thefe letters, and en-
deavoured to perfuade Elizabeth, that they had been written by
a party who were his encmies, while the generality were well
affected both to his perfon and government. There was indeed
a numerous faction in the Netherlands under the dircétion of
the clergy, whom Leicefter had attached to him by a pun@ilious
attendance on public worfhip, and an affe@tation of zeal for the
reformed religion. Thefe men not only concurred with his
partizans in England, in attempting to diferedit the reprefentation
of his condud®, which the States had tranfinitted to Elizabeth, but
fludied to controul the authority of the States at home, and en~
deavoured to infpire the queen with the moft groundlefs pre-
judices againtt pringe Maurice and other popular leaders, through

whofe
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whofe influence, they faid, the States had conceived a difgué 3 Q0K
againft the Englith alliance, and were now no lefs alienated from ‘T‘F‘
the queen than from the earl of Leicefler. Elizabeth did not 7"
hearken implicily either to the States or their accufers, but fen

over to Holland lord Buckhurft, a nobleman eflcemed for his Lord Bk
prudence and moderation, to enquire into the ground of that con= 1 Nege
tradi€lory information which fhe bad reccived, but chiefly with an #0¢
intention to extinguifh, as foon as poflible, the fpiit of animofity

and divifion to which the governor's imprudence had given ife.
Buckhurft foon difeovered the falfchood of thofe infinuations

which Leicefler’s partizans had propagated with regard to the de-

figns of prince Maurice and the difaffection of the States; and he

found no reafon to call in queftion any part of that remonfirance

which had been fent to Elizabeth, He wifely declined entering

into any difeufion of the points of difference between the oppo-

fite partics, approved in general of the condu@ of the States fince
Leicefter's departure, exhorted them o bury in oblivion what had

palled, and reminded them of the mifchievous confequences with

which the want of harmony muft be attended in the prefent criti=

aal fituation of their afairs.

T i t0 produce, in , the de-
fired cffects the States appeared fatisfied that Leicefler fhould il
etsin the offic of governor, and loxd Buckburft carred back
d to pre-
ferve that amity which had hitherto fubfified between her and
them ; but he ferapled demn the conduck of h
and aceufed him of being the caufe of all the difturbances which had
happened.  If any other of Elizabeths courtiers had been guilty
of the fame indiferetions with the earl of Leicefler, it is not to be
doubred that he would have felt the weight of her rcf:mmem. Hc

Vo IL Hh
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ad far exceeded the powers which fhe had given him. By his
mifeondu@ he had firengthened the hands of her mortal enemys
the King of Spain. And by his mifcondué and arrogance to-
gether, he had almoft involved her in diffentions with! an ally
whom fhe had undertaken to defend, and with whom it was of
the higheft confequence to her intereft that fhe fhould maintain a
perfec underflanding.  Yet fuch was her partiality for this un-
wworthy favourite, and fo great the influence which he poffelfed,
that he found means to turn her indignation from himfelf againft
his accufer. Lord Buckhurft incurred her difpleafure, and was
even put under arreft, as if be, and not Leicefler, had been
guilty'

NoTHING could be more agrecable to the duke of Parma than.
thefe difirations in the confederated provinces; but he was
prevented from availing himfelf of them, by the miferable con-
dition to which the provinces under his command were re-
duced by famine and pefilence. The country, as well as
the towns, in the fouthern provinces, had of late fuffered a
prodigious diminution of inhabitants. Great numbers had
forfaken their habitations partly on account of their religion,
and partly of the ravages which had been commitied by
the ‘troops; and only a few of thofe who remained, had
cither: ‘feed to fow, or horfes and catle. to cultivate their
grounds; There had been almoft no crop. raifed in  the pre-
ceding year within the provinces, and the crops in.the neigh=
bouring countrics had been worfe than ufizal for feveral years.
From Holland and Zealand the Flemings might have been abun-
dantly fupplied, but the confederated States, befides prohibiting

* Motsres, 1.

. Bentveglio, p. i, b, iv. Reidenus, lib.vi. Camden, an. 1567,
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all communication with the fouthern provinces, had placed guard= 2 9.0 &

Ahips upon.the coafts, and in the mouths of the rivers, to prevent —-—

them from recciving fapplies from foreign parts, in the hopes of
weakening, the. Spanifh army, or of compelling the frontier
towns to return into the. confederacy. This cruel policy was not
autended with either of thefe effedls. . The duke of Parma brought
proyifions for his army from France, Germany, and England, at
an immenfe expence, and he gave particular atteation o the fup-
plying of thofe towns which lay nearcft to_the United Pro-
vinces.

Titost dreadful calamities which are the ordinary concomitants
of famine, were felt chiefly in the interior parts, where great
multitudes died of want, and of thofe pefilential difeafes which
want and unwholefome nourifiment produced. In' Antwerp,
Bruffels, and other places, many perfons of the better ranks in life,
afier folling: their furniture and other effe@s to purchafe food,
were reduced to beg openly in the firects.  In Brabant and Flan-
ders feveral villages were entirely deferted : and the cotemporary.
hiftorians add, that from the folitude and defolation of fome parts
of the country, wolves and other wild: beafls were fo much
multiplied, that befides many perfons who perified in other places,
wpwards of -a hundred were:devoured by thofe furious. animals,
within two miles, of Ghent, in a country formerly one of
the beft cultivated and moft populous in the Netherlands.

Sveu was the flate of the fouthern provinces, w!
nature the richefl, though governed by the duke of Parma with
foperior _abilities. On_ the other hand, the maritime pro-
s were torn by factions, and governed by one who pofiel-
ed neither moderation, prudence, nor. capacitys, ye the i

Hhz bitants
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Vitants twere not only entirely free from thofe calamities with which
their neighbours were opprefled, but were richly furnifhed
with all the neceffaries of life, and daily increafed in numbers.
Every houfe was occupied, new fireets and new towns were
built, and individuals grew richer every day, notwithftanding
the perpetual burden of an expenfive war. For thefe advan-
tages the Dutch were indebted chiefly to their commeree,
which had long been confidersble, but was of late greatly aug-
mented by the multitude of manufadtorers and merchants who
flocked into Holland and Zealand, when Brabant and Flanders
wwere broken off from the confederacy. - The calamities of the lat-
ter provinces contributed il more o increafe the migration of
‘people into the former, tll they became the feat of the greateft
part of that wealth and induftry, which for ages paft bad diftin-
guithed the Netherlands above the reft of Europe’,

T this'condition of the United Provinces, it may appear fur-
prifing, that during the fpace of cight months 00 attempt was
‘made by the confederates to recover any of the towns which had
been taken from them ; but divifion here, and the want of capa~
city and vigour in the perfon $ntrufted with the reins of govern-
ment, were attended with fome of the fume effedls as were pro
duced by the famine and peflilence in the ‘other provinces.
Neither prince Maurice nor the States had power at this time to€n=
force obedience to thir commands, except in the provinces of
Holland and Zealand. In the reft, the partizans of Leicefter dif-
puted, and counterated their authority ; and thus, the duke of
Parma, notwithflanding thofe unfpeakable calamities in which
the provinees under his government were involved, was

* Vi Mesern, b v o434 Thatous, lib. bexavl, pu g
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fooner ready than the confederates to relume the opérations of B 9.0 %
the war. ——
OsTenD and Sluys were the only towns of importance in Flag- The feg of
ders which had not fubmitted to his ars. He now refolved to **7*
attack the latter of thefe places; and, in order to conceal his de-
figa, he fent Hautepeine and the marquis del Guaflo, with a body
f troops, towards the Veluwe, s if he had intended fo make his
principal atiack i that quarter, ‘This artifice had the effect
which he defired. - Peince Maurice and eount Hohenloe were im-
mediately feat to the Velawe with the army of the States; and
in the mean time the duke turned fuddenly towards Sluys. This Beg
place, which lies at a litde diftance from the coalt, communicates ™
with the fea by a fpacious canal, capable of receiving. the largeft
thips. By this canal, which feparates Sluys from the ifle of Cad~
find, the town is rendered inaceeffible by Jand on the weft and
north ; and all the ground on the eaft is {o broken and interfected,
by an infinite number of finaller canals derived from the larger,
dhat it is impradticable to approsch the place except by a neck.
of land on the fouth, leading towards Damme and Bruges. - Sluys
lies at the diftance of nearly five miles from Oftend on the fouth,
and from Flafhing on the north; from the former of which it
might receive afliftance by land, and from the latter by fea. It
‘was therefore the duke of Parma's firt object to intercept the com=
‘munication of the befieged with thefe two places, and for this pur-
pofe he began with attacking. the fort of Blackenberg, which
flands half-way between Sluys and Oftend. = As the garrifon were
utterly unprepared for reiftance againft fo vigorous an attack, he
foon compelled them to furender; immediately after which, he
‘proceeded with a.part of his forces to the ifle of Cadfand. At
that place, afier ereéting a fort on the banks of the great canal,
. nearer

o
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nearer the ea than Sluys, he had recourfe to the fame expedient
which he had employed fo fuccefsfully at Antwerp, and blocked
up the ‘canal by a bridge of fhips firongly bound together, and
wll furifhed with troops and artillery,

HAVING this cut off the billy channels' of communication by
swhich the friends of ‘the befieged conld" relieve them, e be-
gan to make his approdches to'the plice itfIf on that fide which
looks towards Bruges, on which alone it was/accefEble.  Even
there the ground was fo wet, as to increafe excéedingly the la=
bour ‘of working the trenches; and the befieged had, in order
to. keep'the enemy ‘at a_diftance, raifed 'a” frong redoubt be-
yond the ditch. The garrifon confifted of “about’ one- thou=
fand fix hundred med partly Englifh and- partly Dutch, com=
smanded by colonel Groenvelt, one of the braveft officers in
the fervice of e States. In the beginning of the fiege they
made feveral vigorous fallies; in which they gave the/moft thin-
ing proofs of intrepidity.  But finding’ thaty although in thefe
fllies they did great excention among the enemy,  their own
numbers (uffered confiderable: diminution; Groeavelt refolyed o
refirain them for the foture from advancing beyond. the re-
doubt. This redoubt: they- defended for fome time with great
bravery, and fréquently repulfed the affailants; ‘but they were
obliged at laft to yield to fuperior numbers, and to retire within
the towh.

1 carrying forward the tresichies; Farnefe encountered difficul-
Ges from the foftnels of ‘the ground, and" the inceffant fire of
the Defieged, that were' dlmoft’ infurmountable.  Many of his
troops were killed, ‘and the marquis of ‘Renti, La Motte, and
foveral “others of ' his' principsl  officers were  dangéroully
wounded. T

In
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Ix the mean time prince Mautice and count Hohenloe had ca-
tered Brabant, and after deftroying a great number of litle towns
and villages, had dire@ted their march towards Bois-le-Due, hop-
ing that, in order to fave that place, the duke of Parina would quit
the fiege of Sluys.  But before they had taken the fort of Enge
Tem, which lay in their way to Bo

le-Duc, they were informed
that the earl of Leicefler, who had long been impatiendy expect-
ed, had at Jaft arvived at Flofhing witha reinforcement of troo
Maurice fet out inflantly, with fome coftorts, to meet him, leaving
Hohenloe with the reft of the forces to profecute the eaterprize
againtt Engelem and Bois-le-Duc, When Maurice had joined
Leiceller, the confederate army was nearly equal to that of the be-
fiegers.  Leicefler fet fil from Fluthing on the 29th of June, aid

in a few hours reached the canal of Sluys.  But after examining 1%
i

the bridge, redoubts, and forts, with which Farnefe had blocked
up the paffige, he judged it impratiesble in that way to reach
the town.  Between the defire of accomplifhing his defign; and
the difficulty which he muft encounter in carrying it into exe-
cution; he balanced for fome days, and at length e fleered
his courfe for. Oftend, with the  refolution to- lead  his troops,
from thence by land to-the selicf of the befieged. /In'the profecu=
tion of this latter defign, e Mewed no greater fpirit than in that
of the former. To open his way from Ofiend to Sluys, it was ne-
ceffary he fhould make himflf mafter of the fort of Biackemberg.
He accordingly Jaid fiege to' that fort, and had begun to batter it
with his cannon; but he was no fooner informed that the duke
of Parma was upon his march o give him batdle, than he drew
off his troops from Blackemberg, retired haflily in the night
10 Oftend, and foon aftepwards returned to Zealand,

Taz
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5QOK  Tur duke of Parma refumed with freth ardour the operations
“~_ of the fiege; and having at laft, though with incredible labour,
puthed his trenches near enough for ereting a battery, he foon
Iaid a great part of the wall in ruins, He would then have at-
tempted an affault, had he not perceived that the befieged had
raifed within the wall & half moon, which they had fortified in
the firongeft manner. Laying afide therefore all thoughts of tak=
ing the town by florm, he refolved to employ the flower method
of filling up the ditch, and working mines; and in thefe opera-
tions, againt which the befieged made the moft vigorous oppofi-
tion, near three weeks were fpent after the wall had been dem
e ifhed. The befieged had received eertain intelligence that Leicef
befeged,  ter had given up all hopes of being able to relieve them, and they
had now no more gunpowder left than was fufficient to ferve them

for ten or twelve hours longer.  Six days before this time Groen-

velt, and the other farviving officers, having affembled together,

were of opinion, that as they had no profpect of relief; it would

not be difhonourable to furrender the place upon certain condi-

tions 5 and they refolved that, in cafe thefe conditions were reject-

ed, they would fet fire to the town, and endeavour to force their

way fword in hand through the enemy's entrenchments. ‘This
refolution, with the articles of the furrender, which they com-

mitted to writing, and confirmed with an oath, was fent to the

earl of Leicefter, to ferve for a vindication of their condug. But

their meflenger was difcovered in fivimming acrofs the canal, and

the paper féized and carried to the duke of Parma, whofe prudence

and refpedt for valour, though in an enemy from whom he had

fuffered greatly, made him refolve to grant them thofe terms on

ey s, Which he had thus accideatally difcovered they were (o much de-
wise, " termined toinfift.  Accordingly when, their gunpowder being al-
moft

TS,
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moft fpent, they offered to.deliver the town, upon condition that B G0 X

they fhould march out with the honours of war, he inflantly com= ————
plied with their requeft, Theit number had been reduced from A
fixteen or feventeen hundred, fo:feven. bundred mea.  The lofs
of the befiegers was likewife very great. ‘The cotemporary hiflo-
rians do not mention the particular number of the killed and
wounded; but they concur in faying that Sluys coft the duke of
Parma more than Nuys, Grave, and Venloe together ™

1o afforded him geeat fitisfaction under. this calamity, that G
during the fege of Sluys be had, without any bloodibed, ac- Sruis
quired the town of Guelders, which was betrayed to him by a
Scots colonel of the name of Paton. To this man, Leicefler had
committed the government of Guclders; but having taken offence
at fome part of his condu@ he had openly threatened to put ano=
ther, of the name of Stuart, in his room. In order to avoid
this affront, Paton entered into a correfpondence with Haut-
peine, whofe troops were at that time ia. the neighbourhood of
‘Guelders, and with his affiftance he foon afterwards executed his
peridions defign.

To compenfate to the States for fo many important places, as
they had loft fince their alliance with England, theis forces had
gained no advantage but the redudtion of Axcl, which prince
Maurice took by a firatagem; and the fort of Engelem, which
was compelled to furrender by count Hohenloe; who at the fame
time beat the Spanifh troops under Hautpeine, ina rencouaters in.
which the latter loft his life.

2
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BOOX  Arren Leicefler's unfuccefsful attempt to raife the fiege of

Sluys, he tranfported his troops to Brabant, and made another
equally inglorious attempt to reduce the town and diftriét of
Hoogflraten.  This was the laft military enterprife which he un-
dertook in the Netherlands, immediately after which e fet out for,
Dort, whither the States had fent fome of their number to wait his
arrival.

T

Ioguesof  Trs affembly was now more difgufted than ever with his con-

" du@ They long had reafon to fufpet, and they had lately re

ceived certain intelligence, that he had formed a defign to deprive

them of their authority. A letter of his, writ from England to

one of his fecretarics, had been intercepted, in which, after

mentioniag his intended return to the Low Countrics, he ex-

prefled, in firong terms, his difcontent with the limited power

which he had hitherto enjoyed as governor; fent inflructions

10 be communicated to thofe who were privy to his defigns ; and

infinuated, that if he could not obtain a more extenfive authority,

it was the queen’s refolution, and his own, to abandon the pro-
inces altogether, and to leave them to their fate.

The S Ta States, alarmed with this intelligence, refolved to ftand upon

" their guard againtt his machinations. Being fill however unwil-

ling, from their dread of Elizabeth’s difpleafure, to come to an

open rupture with him, they took no notice of this letter, but ex~

horted him to reject fuch malignant counféls as might be offered

by ill-deligning men, who, in order to promote their own felfifh

views, wifhed to fow the feeds of animofity and diffention. From

this exhortation, Leicefler eafily perceived that the States had come

to the knowledge of his defigns. With great difingenuity he

accufed them of having violated their faith, by abridging that au-

1 thority
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thority which they had intreated him to accept; and he threw the
blame of all the misfortuncs which had befallen the confederacy,
partly on the States, and partly on prince Maurice and count
Hohenloe.  The States, he faid, had neglected to furnifh him with
the neceffary fupplies; and Maurice ad Hohenloe had, on differ-
ent pretences, refiued to co-operate with him in his military en-
terprifes. Of a writing which contained thefe and fome other
groundlefs accufations, copies were fent by his partizans into dif-
ferent parts of the provinces. The partics accufed publithed a
vindication of their condu@;. and it is impofGble, from what is
preferved of this altercation, to. confider what Leicefter advanced,
in any other light, but as the mean attempt of a pefon, equally
weak and difingenuous, to blacken the chara@ers of others, in
order to conceal the cowardice and imprudence of which he hime
Felf was confeious. . Such was the judgment formed of it by the
impartial world, and by moft of the inhabitants of the Nether-
lands. - But there was @il a numerous party who efpoufed Lei-
cefter’s defence, and promoted the execution of his defigns. The
clergy were fill as much attached to him as ever, and fpared no
‘pains to bring the people to a compliance with his will. Having
with this view called a fynod o affembly, they appointed four of
theic number to prefent an addrefs to the Statcs, in which, befides
exhorting them to attend o the true intereft of the country, and.
the advancement of religion, they advifed them to maintain con-
cord with the queen of England, and the earl of Leicefler.

To this addrefs, the States made fuch a reply as the officioufnefs

of thofe in whofe name it was prefented, feems 1o have deferved,

« They had not been inattentive (they fsid) to thofe important
objets which the fynod had recommended to their attention; ‘and
they could not be more folicitous than they had always been, to

Tiz preferve
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preferve inviolate thofe engagements fnto which they had entered
with the queen of England and the ear] of Leicefler; but in their
tirn, they muft exhort the minifiers to be‘on their guard againft
admitting among. them perfons, who, under the cloak of religion,
made it their bufinefs to calumniate the civil magifirates. By per-
fons fuch as thefe, who affected great zeal for religion, the churchs
had been ruined in the fouthern proviaces; and its riin in the
United Provinces would foon be accomplifhied; i an énd were ot
fpeedily put to the yuﬁl«u of fuch d:fvgmng ‘men. They wndudad
with exhorting
bretheemin Brabaot and lendires acd o Femscibesy Wik el
way in which they ought'to interfere in public afirs,”was o fa<
vour thofe 10 whom the adminiftration was committed; with. the:
afiftance of their prayers.”

Narruen this wholefome eouafel; nor any other meafure whicl
the States employed to enlighten and alarm their countrymen,.
produced for fome time the defired effect.  Leicefter ftill continued:
to carry on his intrigues i different places, and went from town;
t0 town, putting in pradtice every low art by which he might in-
creafe the number of his partizans. To Friefland, North Holland,,
and even in Dort and Leyden, there were many who efpoufed his,
caufe, and fhewed themfelves defirous to inveft him with autho-~
1ty to controul the affembly of the Staies, novwithflanding the;
many firiking proofs which he had given botl of tyramny,and.folly.
Fn Leydén a plot was laid for putting him in polfefion of that
importarit <ity3 But the confpirators! were dete@ed; condembied,
and exceited.  And by 'the vigilance of the Stites; {etonided by
prince Maurice and William de-Naffaa, governor ‘of Friefland,
his defigns in other places were’ rendered” equally ‘ineffe@ual.
Having come atJaft to. perceive that he was tot equal to/the at-
tempt
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tempt upon which he bad entered, he grew tired of his fituation, 5 Q.0 &
and in the month of December pafed over to Eugland, where, -
a0t long aftee his arvival, Elizabeth, cither from a conviction'of "
his incapacity, or from the defire of keepiog him for the future
near her perfon, required him to refign his government of the Herzss
provinces; which he aceordingly did, on the 27th of December, mic
one thoufand five hundred and eighty-feven .

Tue flame which he had kindled was not fo foon extin-
guithed. In fome towns, the garrifous, infligated by him or his
emiffaries, openly defpifed: the authority of the States:  Againt
the garsfon of Medemblinc, they were obliged o employ force
and in order to engage other garrifons to. yield obedience to their-
commands, they had recourfe to the interpofition of Elizabeth,
through whofe good: offies. internal. tranquillity was at lengils:
reftored..

+ Mo, pogsse
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LIZABETIE was the more Rlicitous to heal the divifons 3 9.0 &

~ in the United Provinces, as the apprehended that fhe would _ne_,
foon have occafion for all the afiftance which her alies could afford. s
her. All Burope had refounded for fome time with the noife of &% %@
the preparations, which Philip was making, with a view to Eogled.
fome important enterprife. He had been employed for feveral
‘months in building hips of an extraordinary fize, and in calle@~
ing flores for their equipment; while the duke of Parma had
made fuch numerous levics in Germany, Ttly, and the Nether-
lands, as fhewed that he intended to take the field agaiaft the
mest campaign, with a much more powerful army than any
‘which he had hitherto commanded.

ALMOST ever fince the beginning of Philips reign, a great pro=' s motve,
portion of his troops had been occupicd, cither in war with the

Corfairs
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209K Corfiirs and Turks, in the reduction of the Morcfcoes, or in

asor.

Speach of
liguca,

the conqueft of Portugal. He had never fully exerted his firength
againft his revolted fubjects fn the Netherlands. Nor had he
found leifure 1o take vengeance upon Elizabéth, for the fup-
port which fhe had given them, and the infults which he had re
ceived from her in America, where feveral of his colonies had
been plunderéd by her fleet”. To thefe Gbjects he now thought
4hat his honour as well as his interet required that he fhould
apply his principal attention. ~As he did not doubt that, with a
much faller force than he intended to employ, he fhould be able
to-compel the people in the Netherlands to/retwtn to their alle-
giance, he had begun his preparations, chiefly with an intention
10 invade England, and be afpired to the entire fubjetion of that
Kingdom. But he héfitated for me fime as to the manner in
which he fhould proceed ; and held frequent meetings of his
council to affift him'in dediding, whether ‘it was moft expedient
€0 begin with the invafion of England, or with the conqueft of
‘the Utfited Provinees. ~Tdiaquez, ‘ore of bis- principal bfficers of

fhate, “ullvifed hiin to “dbiandon ‘aléogether the fofmer Of ‘thefe
deligris.

“The fituation of England (faid that prudent flatefian), which
is furrounded on every fide with a tempeftuous ocean, and has
few “harbours upén its coafts ; the numerous forees which defend
it the genius of the people, and the nature of their government,
oncr in making me believe that it will be found almoft impoffi-
Ble to fucceed in an attempt to conquer t.

« TaE Englith navy is alone equal to that of any offier na-
sion; and when joined with the fhips belonging 'to-the revolted

by i Bt Dk, 30 1555
proviaces,

VVA.BHSC



PHILIP I. KING OF SPAIN.

provinees, muft prove an overmatch for any flcet that can be fent
from Spain. And even allowing that the ing's forces thould ef-
feuate a defeents yet what ground is there to hope that they will
be able cither to fubdue o great a nation, or to maintain, for any
confiderable time, fuch conquefls as may be made? In order to
accomplifh the moft ordinary conques, fome favourable difpol
tion in the people towards the conquerors is neceffary » and in
order to preferve them, there s need for a continual fupply of
troops. From no part of the Englifh nation, has the king any
reafon to hope for affiflance in the intended cnterprife. In the
beginning of his reign, he had experience of the firong abhor-
rence which thefe iflanders entertain of a forcign yoke. And he
Kaows how difficult it muft be to keep up a numerous army in
England, befides all the other armies. which are neceffary for the
defence of his hereditary, and his lately acquired dominions. If
England fhould prove equally pernicious to Spain, as Flanders
has done, would there not be reafon to dread the confequences ?
Even the confequence of fuccefs may prove fatal; how much
more thofe which may arife from a difappointment, by which
Elizabeth, being delivered from her apprehenfions of danger at
home, would be at greater leifure than ever to fupport the pro-
vinces in their rebellion ; and by joining her maritime force with
theirs, o infinite mifchicf to the Spanith dominions, both in
Europe and America. Tn my opinion therefore, it will be better
to fufpend the defign of invading England, and to employ both
the fleet and army in the redution of the Netherlands. The
xebels will not long refilt fo great a force; and when they are
fubdued, the king, having fewer enemies to contend with, will
be much more able than at prefent to chaflfe the queca of Eng-

Vor. 11, Kk v Tae
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Tie duke of Parma, whom Philip confulted on this oecafion,
was of the fame opinion as Idiaquez; and added, That before
the King could enter upon the Englifh expedition with a proba=
bilty of fuccefs it was neceffary to acquire poffefion of fome of
the moft confiderable fea-ports in Zealand, for the acéommodation
of his flect. \

Puinir was not naturally cither bold or rafh; yet he refufed
t liften to thefe prudent counfels. Blinded by the fplendid
fuccefs of his arms in the conqueft of Portugal, he thought
it impoffible that Elizabeth could withftand the powerful arma-~
ment which he intended to employ againft her. And if Eog-
Tand were fubdued, the redu@tion of his revolted fubjects would
quickly follow, as they would then be deprived of the only fo=
gn aid, by which they had been hitherto enabled to perfift
in their rebellion. Nor would the conqueft of the former,
Te thought, be cither fo tedious or fo difficult as that of the
Jatter; becaufe England was every where an open country, and
the Englifh, trufting to their infular fituation, had negle@ted to pro-
vide any fortified towns to retard the progrefs of an enemy. A
fingle battle by fea, and another by land, would decide the con~
teft; and as the flect which he was preparing was greatly fupe-
ior to any which Elizabeth could equip, fo he could not fuppofe
that her land-forees, undiféiplined, and unaceuflomed to war, would
be able to refit his veteran troops, which had been long enured
to vi€tory, and were commanded by the greateft general and the
braveft officers in the world,

He was not ignorant how much- reafon the other European
‘powers had to be jealous of his defign; but he confidered that
bappily they were at prefent cither not inclined, or not in a

3 capacity
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ase

capacty (o prevent him from carrying it into execution. The 590K

emperor of Germany was his friend and ally. The atien-
of the northern potentates was wholly engroffed with the i
ternal adminifteation of their dominions. And the French mo-
‘narch, who was more decply interefled than any other in oppofing
him, could with difficulty fupport himfelf upon the throne againtt
his rebellious fubjecls.

Bur there was nothing which contributed more to confirm him
in his purpofe, than the approbation which it received from the
Pope*; who, although it has been aflerted that no perfon enter
tained a higher admiration of the chara@er of Elizabeth, con-
fidered her as the moft formidable enemy that the church had
ever feen upon a throne. She ndeed, on any occafion,
treated her catholic fubjels with that inhuman cruelty, of which
‘Philip had fet her an example in his treatment of the proteflants;
but fhe had fhewn her(elf intent on extirpating the catholic reli
gion from cvery country in Europe, to which her power and in-
fluence could reach. For almoft thirty years fhe had been the
chief fupport of the proteflants in Germany, the Netherlands, and
France. She had entirely abolifhed the popifh faith in Scotland,
as well as in her own dominions; and not fatisfied with depriv-
‘ing the unfortunate Mary of her liberty, fhe had lately, after the
farce of a folemn trial, ordered that princefs to be condemned a
a traitor, and to fuffer death. This ation, for which Eriabel
was feverely cenfured by proteflants as well as papifls, escited in
the vicleat mind of the Pontiff, the higheft degree of rage and
indignation,  With thefe paffions his intereft concurred ; and the
hope of fecing England, which had formerly been the moft pre-

> St V.
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ciousjewel of the trple rowa, brought bk o s ancint obedi-
ence to the Holy See. He approved highly therefore of Phili
intended enterprife, exhorting him to perfevere in his defign, and
gave him affurances that he would befriend him in the exceution
of it to the utmoft of his power. Next to an infatiable thitft after
domibion, it had ever been Philip’s principal ambition to be con=
fidered as the guardian of the church ; and his vanity was not a

Title flattered at this time with having the fovercign pontiff for
his affociate

He proceeded therefore with much alacrity in completing his
preparations.  But although he refolved to fpare no expence or
pains (0 fecure fuccefs; yet, that he might find Elizabeth unpre-
pared, he concealed with care the purpofe for which his armament
was intended. A past of his fleet, he faid, was to co-operate with
his land-forces in the reducion of Holland, and the reft to be
employed in the defence of his dominions in America.

EvrizaseTH had too much penetration to be fo eafily deceived
by the artifices of a prince, with whofe duplicity fhe was fo
thoroughly acquainted; and in the fpring of the year one
thoufand five hundred and eighty-feven, fhe fent Sir Francis
Drake with a flect to the coaft of Spain to interrupt his prepa-
rations. By this gallant feaman, the Spanifh fhips of war
‘which had been fent to oppofe him were difperfed, and near a
hundred veflels flled with naval flores and provifions, befides
two Jarge galleons, were deftroyed in the harbour of Ca
Drake then fet fail for the Azores, where he took a rich carrack in
her way from the Eaft Tndies, and afterwards returned to England
loaded with fpoils, having by this bold and fortunate adventure

o emiogi, gt . . e vy difcnt st n Gregoo L i of
iius, 1. i
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rendered it impofible for Philip to excente his enterprize againft
England il the following year.

NoTwiTisTaNDING thefe hotilities, Philip (ill afected to de-
fire that all the grounds of difference between him and Elizabeth
might be removed, ‘and gave orders to the duke of Parma to pro-
pofe a negociation for peace. Tt is not probable that the queen
was deccived by this, any more than by his former artifice. She
refolved however to appear to be caught in the fnare: fhe pretend-
ed to believe his declaration with regard (o the deflnation of his
ficet, and to liften to his propofal of negociating an agreement.
She readily accepted of the mediation of the king of Denmark ;
and that ier eonduét might have the greater appearance of fince-
sity, fhe urged the States to fend ambafTadors to Bourbourg, the
place appointed for the conferences, and ordered her envoy
to reprefent to them the expediency of putting a period to the

war.
Tuz States were much alarmed with her propofil, and fufpedt-
d that, in order to avert the florm which threatened her, the had
refolved to facrifice the confederacy, and to deliver up to Philip the
Dutch towns in her poffeMon.  She found it necelfary to remove
Aheir apprehenfions on this head, by declaring, that as fhe had
not the remotelt thoughts of forfaking them, fo the would never
confent to any terms of peace inconfiftent with their fecurity.
Sue could not however perfuade them to fend ambaffadors to
« They were deeply fenfible, they informed her,
ht of tholc confiderations which her ambaffador had
urged to induce them to think of peace.  They lamented that fpi-
it of difcord which had feized on fome towns of the confederacy,
and they heard, with great anxiety, of thofe mighty flects and
armics
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armies which the king of Spain was preparing for their defirue-
tion. But theic fituation, though bad in fome refpedts, was far
from being defperate ; they were fill in poffeffion of more than
fixty towns and forts, each of which could make a vigorous fe-
fiftance againf the enemy. In the two years during which the
carl of Leicefler had governed them, eight millions of guilders
had been raifed for the public fervice, and under a prudent admi~
niftration they would be able not only to continue to afford the
fame expence, but even to augment it.  But although their fitua-
tion were in reality as ill as fome had reprefented; it could not
ferve any good purpofe to treat of peace with the king of Spain,
who was unalterably determnined never to grant them peace on fuch
conditions as either  their intereft or their confeiences would per-
mit them to accept. And from paft experience they were per-
fuaded, that their fending ambaffadors to the congrels would be
attended with the moft pernicious confequences. It would create
in'many perfons fuch defpair with regard to the flability of the
prefent government, s would determine fome to change their re-
ligion, and others to leave.the Netherlands. It would raife the
fpirits of the catholics, and induce both them and the proteftants
to with-hold their fhare of the public expences ; the former, from
the view of forwarding the peace, and the latter, from that of
retiring into foreign parts. Thus, both the flcet and army being
il paid, would become refratory, the commanders of towns and
fips would proville for their foture fecurity, by entefing into
fecret pratices with the enemy 5 ‘and in the midft of that fedition,
confufion, and treachery that would enfuc, it would not be in
the power of the States, or of the queen, (o prevent the people
from accepting whatever terms of peace the king of Spain fhould

think fit to impofe.
In
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T thee reaons Eliabeth found it neceffry to aaquiekees but 9,9 X
fhe perffted in the refolution which fhe had formed with regard to s

her own condud®, and ordered. her ambafladors to repair to Bour-
bourg. In the conferences held there, vacious terms of accom-.
‘modation were propofed, with no fincerity on the parc of Spain,

Spamﬂl minifters {ill continued to aflure thofe of England, that
no invafion of that kingdom was intended ; and, confidering how
Tong this congrefs fubfifled (for it was not diffolved ull the arrival
of the Spanifh flect in the channel), it fhould feem that their af-
feverations were not wholly diftegarded by Elizabeth %

w5

“Titis artifice however did not preveat her from putting her Eimbas

Kingdom into a pofture of defence.  An army was saifed amount-
ing to cighty thoufand men, twenty thoufand of whom were fla=
tioned on the fouth coalt of the ifland, tsventy-two thoufand foot
and a thoufand horle were pofied at Tilbury, in Effex; under tic
earl of Leicefter, and the remainder, commanded by lord Hunf-
down, were kept near the queen’s perfon, in readinefs to march:
agaioft the enemy wherefoever they fhould attempt to land, Elie
zabeth did not truft implicidly at this jun@ture cither to her own.
judgment, o that of her counfellors of flate; lord Gray of Wilton,
fir Francis Kuolles, fir John Norris, fir Richard Bingham, and
fir Roger Williams, officers of diftinguifhed reputation, were ap-
‘pointed to confider of the meafures proper to be purfucd ; and by
their advice, all the fea-ports which lay moft convenicatly for &
defeent were forified ; the militia was raifed, their arms and
‘manner of fighting afcertained, and a refolution formed, that if,
notwithRanding the precautions taken, it thould be found impof-
fible t0 prevent the enemy from landing, all the country round
« Mt i . 459 Besogho, pa . 1, .

fhould
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fhould be laid wafle, and a general engagement avoided til the
feveral armies were combined.

WaiLe thefe prudent meafures were purfued at land, Eliza-
beth exerted herfelf firenuoully in the equipment of her flect.
When (e began her preparations, it did not amount to more than
thitty fhips, and none of thefe were nearly equal in fize to thofe
of the enemy. But this difadvantage was in fome meafure com-
penfated by the fkill and dexterity of the Englith fuilors ; and the
‘number of her fhips was foon augmented through the alacrity and
zeal which her fubjects difplayed in her defence. By her wile ad-
‘miniftration fhe had acquired their eficem and confidence, The
animofity againft her perfon and government, which the differ-
ences in religion had excited in the minds of fome, was at prefent
fiwallowed up in that univerfal abhorrence which the catholics as
well as the proteflants entertained of the tyranny of Spain, Great
‘pains were taken to keep alive and heighten that abhorrence, Ac-
counts were fpread of the horrid barbarities which the Spaniards
had perpetrated in the Netherlands and America : defcriptions
were drawn, in the blackeft colours, of the inhuman cruclties of
the inquifition, and pitures were difperfed of the various infiru-
ments of torture employed by the inquifitors, of which, it was
faid, there was abundant ftore on board the Spanifh flect.  Thefe,
and fuch other confiderations, made a flrong imprefTion not upon.
Elizabeth's proteftant fabjeéts only, but likewife upon the catho-
lies *5 who, although the pope had publifhed a bul of excommuni=
cation againft her, yet refolved not to yield to the proteftants cither
in loyalty to their fovercign, o in zeal for the indepeadency of the
flate. The whole kingdom was of one mind and fpiri

fome ca-

© Meteren, i xv.

tholics
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tholics entered into the army as volunteers, and others joined B0 0 K.

i,

with the proteflants in equipping armed veffels, Every maritime .

town fitted out one or more. The citizens of London furnifhed
shirty, although only fifteen svere reqired of them ; and between
forty and fifty were equipped by the nobility and gentry through=
out the kingdom. ~ But all thefe fhips were of fmall fize, in com~
parifon of thofe which compofed the Spanifh flect ; and there was
il much ground for the moft anxious apprehenfions with regard
tothe final iffué of the war.

No perfon felt greater anxiety on this occafion than Elizabeth ;
the principal object of whofe prudent politics for thirty years, had
been to avoid the critical fituation to which fhe was now reduced.
She did not, however, fuffer any fymptoms of uncafinefs to appear,
but wore at all times a placid and animated countenance, and in
‘Ther whole behaviour difplayed an undaunted fpirit, which com-
‘manded admiration and applaufe.

oy

Tk States of Holland, in the mean time, were not inattentive Pepaions
‘to the approaching danger, nor did they think themfelves lefs fn- of tre Do

terefled to provide againftit, than if Philip had intended to begin
his operations with an attack upon the Netherlands. From their
fears of an immediate attack, they were delivered by intelligence
of the enormous fize of the Spanifh fhips, to which the coats of
Holland and Zealand were inacceflible. They turned theic
‘principal attention therefore to the affiftance of their ally ; and
epe their flect, confifling of more than eighty fhips, prepared
for action. At Elizabeths defire, they fent thirty of that nume
ber to cruize between Calais and Dover; and, afterwards, when
the duke of Parma’s defign-of tranfporting his army to England
was certainly known, they ordered Juftin de Naffiu, admiral of
Zealand, to join lord Seymour, one of the Englifh adumirals, with

g five
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five and thirty fhips, to block up thofe fea-ports in Flanders
where the duke intended to embark®, -

Tz principal Englifh fleet was fationed at Plymouth, and the
chief command of it was given to Charles lord Howard of Effing-
ham, who had under him as vice-admirals, Sir Francis Drake,
Hawkins, and Frobifher, three of the moft expert and bravefk
feamen in the world.

Tn the beginning of May one thoufand five hundred cighty=
eight, Philip's preparations, which had fo long kept all Europe
in amazement and fufpent¢, were brought to a conclufion. That
Armada, to which the Spaniards, in the confidence of faccefs,
gave the name of Invincible, confifted of one hundred and fifty
Thips, moft of which were greatly fuperior in firength and fize to
any that had been feen before. It had on board near twenty thou-
fand foldiers, and cight thoufand failors, befides two thoufand vo-
Tunteers of the moft diftinguifhed families in Spain. It carried
two thoufand fix hundred and Ffty great guns, was vietualled for
half a year, and contained fuch a quantity of military flores, as
only the Spanifh monarch, enriched by the treafures of the Indics
and America, could fupply-

Paw ons in the. 1efd advanced
than tho ia Spain. Befides a flourithing army of thirty thoutand
foot and four thoufand horfe, which the duke of Parma had af-
fembled in the neighbourhood of Nieuport and Dunkick; that
adtive general had, with incredible labour, provideda great num-
ber of flat-bottomed vellels, fit for tranfporting both horfe.and foor,
and had brought filors to navigate them from the towas in the
Bakic, Mofl of thefe veffels had been built at Antwerp, and as

© Meseren, 1. 30,

he
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e durft not venture to bring them from thence by fea to Nieu-
port, left they fhould have been intercepted by the Dutch, he was
obliged to fend them along. the Scheld to Ghent, from Ghent to
Bruges, by the canal which joins thefe towns, and from Bruges to
Nieuport, by a new canzl which he dug on the prefent occalion.
"This laborious undertaking, in which feveral thoufand workmen
had been employed, was already finithed, and the. duke now wait=
ed for the arvival of the Spailh fleet; hoping, that as foon as it
fhould approach, the Dutch and Englith (hips that cruifed upon
‘the coaft, would retire into their harbours.

s Armada would have lefe Lifbon in the beginning of May,
but the marquis de Santa Croce, who had beca appoiated admiral,
was, at the very time fixed: for its departure, feized with a violent
Sever, of which he died in a few days ; and, by a fingular fatalic
ty, the duke de Paliano, the vice-admiral, died likewife at the
fame time. - Santa Croce being reckoned  the firl naval offcer in
Spain, Philip had much reafon to lament his death, and it fhovld
feem that he found it extremely difficult to fill his place, fince he
named for bis fucceflor the duke de Medina:Sidonia, a noble-
man of confiderable reputation, - but entirely unacquaiated
with maritime affairs.  This defe@ in the commander in
chicf, Philip fupplied in fome meafure, by giving bim Marti
ez de Recaldo, & feaman of great experience, for his vices
admiral.

I thefe arrangements fo much ime was loft that the fleet
could not leave Lifbon till the twventy-ninth of May. It had not
advanced far in its voyage to Coruana, a¢ which place it was to
reccive fome troops and flores, when it was overtaken by a violent
ftorm and difperfed. ANl the fhips however reached Corunna,

lz though
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though confiderably damaged, except four . ‘They were repaired
with the umoft diligence, the king fending melfengers every day.
fo haflen their departure; et feveral wetks pafled before they.
could be put in a condition to refume the voyage.

T the mean time a report was brovght to' England, that the
Armada had fuffered fo much by the florm, s to be unfit for pro-
ceeding in the intended enterprize ; and fo well atte(ied did this
intélligence appear to queen Elizabeth, that, at her defire, fecretary
‘Walfingham wrote to the Englith admiral, requiring him o lay
up four of his largeft fhips, and to difeharge the feamen. Lord
Howard was happily lefs eredulous on this occafion ‘than either
Elizabeth or Walfingham, and defired that he might be allowed
0 retain thefe fhips in the fervice, even though it fhould be at his
own espence, till more certain information were received.  In or-
der to procure it, he fet fxil with a brifk north wind for Corunna,
intending, in cafe he fhould find the Armada fo much difabled as
had been xeported, to attempt to complete its defirution. - On the
coaft of Spain he received intelligence of the truth : at the fame.
time the wind having changed from north to fouth, he began to
dread that the Spaniards might have filed for England, and there-
fore he retuned without delay to his former fation.at Plymouth.

Soow after his arrival, he was informed that the Armada
was in fight. He immediately weighed anchor, and failed
out of the harbour, flill uncertain of the courfe which the
enemy intended to purfue. -On the next day he perceived them
feering dircally towards him, drawn up in the form of a crefeent,

st el o, ot o iy B, e ol o
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which extended feven miles rom one extremity to another, It

deftination ; and it was the opinion of many perfons in that age,
that their enterprize would have beewr more fuccefsful than it prov-
ed, had they landed there, and not proceeded up the channel. By
doing this, it was fuppofed, they. would have drawn Elizaber’s
whole foree to the fouth-weft coaft of the ifland, and have render-
ed it eafier for the duke of Parma to tranfport bis troops, Bt in
this expeciation it is probable they would have been extremely
difappointed, as.the Dutch. fleet alone would have been able to
Block up the ea-ports in Flanders ; the Englifh flect might have
deftroyed the Armada bad it once entered Plymouth harbour, and
‘Blizabeth’s land forces would have been an over-match for all the
Spani(h troops which the Armada had on board. ~But if the duke  Pin of ope.
de Medina everintended to make a defeent at Plymouth, he foon fewed by
changed his defign; and adhered clofely. afterwards o the execu-
tion of the plan preferibed.to him by the court of Spaia. . This
was to fieer quite through- the channel till he fhould reich e
coslt of Flanders, and after driving away the Dutch and Englifl
fhips, by which the: harbours of Nieuport and Dunkirk were
befieged, to efcort the duke: of Parmals army to England, and to
land there the forces that were “on board the fleet. In compli-
ance with thefe inftructions, he proceeded in his courfe, without
turning afide to the Englifh, who were drawn up along the coaft,

and ready to receive him.

Lok Howard, confidering that the Spaniards would probably Pradert snd
be much fuperior to him in clofe fight, by reafon of the fize of Siamen
their hips, and the number of their troops, wifely refolved to HoM
content. Limfelf with, haraifiog them in their voyage, and with
satching attentively all the advantages which might be derived

from
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BQA from florms, crofs winds, and fuch: like fortuitous aceideats! Tt
2, was not ong before he difcerned a favourable opportunity of at-
1% tacking the vice-admiral Recaldo, This he did in perfon 3 and
on that occafion. difplayed fo much desterity in working his fhip,

and in loading and firing his guns, as greatly alarmed the Spa-
niards for the fate of the viee-admiral. ~From that.time they kept
smuch clofer to one another ; notwithflanding which, the Englift

on the fame day attacked one of the largeft galeafles,  Other Spa-

nifh fhips came up in’ time to her relief, butin their hurry, one

of the principal galleons, which had a great part of the treafure on
board, ran foul of another hip, and bad oric of her:mafls broken.
In confequence of this misfortune fhe fell behind, and was taken
by fir Francis Drake; who, on the fame day, took another capi
tal fhip, which had been accidentally fet on fire.

Suprioipof  SEVERAL other rencounters happened, and in all of them

fieEdlh ghe Englilh proved vidtorious, through the great advantage
which they derived from the lightnefs of their fhips, and the
dexterity of the failors. The Spaniards in that age did ot fuf
ficiently underfland nautical mechanics, o bé- able to avail theme
faves of the unufual magnitude of theic fhips. The Englifhy
failed round them, approached or retired with a. velocity that
filled them with amazemeat, and did infinitely greater execution
with their cannon 5 for while every fhot of theirs proved effec-
tal, their fhips fuffered very litle damage from. the enemy,
whole guns were planted too high, and generally fpent their forge
in aic.

he Armaa T Spaniards however ill continued to advance till they came
ZI%5E® oppoite to Calais : there the duke de Medina hiaving ordered them
10 calt anchor, he fent information to the duke of Parma of his
arival,
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arrival, and intreated him to haten the embarkation of his forces.
Farnefe fet out immediately from Bruges, where the meflenger
found him, for Nieuport, and he began to put his troops on

. But at the fame time he informed Medina, that, agree~
ably to the king's inftrutions, the veffels which he had prepared,
‘were proper only for tranfporting the troops, but were utterly une
fit for fighting ; and for this reafon, till the Armada were brougbt
fill nearer, and the coaft clearcd of the Duich fhips which Lad
blocked up the harbours of Nieuport and Dunkitk, he could not
Air from his prefent flation, without expofing his army to certain
ruin, the confequence of which would probably be the entire lofs
of the Netherlands.

In-compliance with this requeft, the Armada was ordéred to
advance, and it had arrived within fight of Dunkirk, between. the
Englith flcet on the one hand, -and the Dutch on the other, when
2 fisdden calm put a fiop o/allits motions. In this fituation the
three fleets remained for one whole day.  About the middle of
the night a breeze fprang up, and lord Howard had recourfe to ain
expedient which had ‘been happily devifed on the day before,
Having filled cight fhips. with pitch, fulphur, and other com-
buftible materials, he fet fire to them, and fent them before the
wind againft the different divifions of the Spanith fleet,

Witex the Spaniards beheld thefe: Gips in flames approaching
towards them, it brought to their remembrance the havoc which
had been made by the firethips employed againft the duke of
‘Parma's bridge at the fege of Antwerp. The darknes of the
night increafed the terror with which their imaginatiohs were
overwhelmed, and the ‘pani¢’ flew from onc end of the flect to
the other, Each crew, absious only for iticic own prefervation,

thought
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thought of nothing but how to eftape from the prefent danger.
Some of them took time to weigh their anchors, but others cut
their cables, and fuffered their fhips to drive with blind precipita-
tion, without confidering whether they did not thereby expofe
themfelves to a greater danger than that which they were fo foli~
citous t0 avoid. - In this confufion the fhips ran foul of one ano-
thers the fhock was dreadful, and feveral of them received fo
much damage as to be rendered unfit for fature ufe,

Wi day-light returned, lord Howard had the fatisfation to
perceive that his firatagem had fully produced the defired effect.
The enemy were fill in extreme diforder, and their fhips widely
feparated and difperfed. His fleet had lately received a great aug-
‘mentation by the fhips fitted out by the nobility and gentry, and by
thofe under lord Seymour, who had left Juftin de Naflau as alone
fufficient to guard: the coaft of Flanders. - Being bravely feconded
by fir Francis Drake, -and all the other officers, he made hafte to
improve the advantage which was now prefented to him, and at-
tacked the enemy in different quarters at the fame time with the
utmoft impetuofity and ardour. The engagement began at four
in the morning, and lafted till fix at night. - The Spaniards dif-
Played in every rencounter the moft intrepid bravery ; but, from
the caufes already mentioned, they did very litde execution againft
the Englifh, while many of their own fhips were greatly damaged,
and ten of the largeft were cither run aground, ot funk, or come
pelled to furrender.

T principal galeafs, commanded by Moneads, having Mau-
riquez the infpector-general on board, with three hundred galley-
flaves and four hundred foldiers, was driven afhore near Calais.
She was quickly followed by fome Englith pinnaces, and thefe

were
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were fapported by the admiral’s long boat, in which he had fent 800 K
abody of feledt foldiers to their afiftance. - Moncada himelf, and
almoft al the Spaniards, were either killed or drowned i attermpt=
ing t0 reach the fhore. The rowvers were fet at liberty.  About
fifty thoufand ducats were found on board.  Mauriquey, efcaped,
and was the firt who carried the news of the difaer of the ficet
to Spain.

Oive of the capitel fips having been Tong battered by an Eng=
Tifh captain of the name of Groft, was funk in the timie: of the
engagement. A few only of the crew were faved; who rex
lated, that one of the officers on board having propofed to fur-
render, he was killed by another who was enraged at his propofal;
that this other was killed by the brother of the firfi; and that it
was in the midt of this bloody feene, paints the ferocious
chara@ier of the Spaniards, that the fhip had gone to the
bottom .

T fate of two otlier of the Spanifh galleons is particularly.
mentioned by the cotemporary hiftorians.. One of them was called
the St. Philip, and the other the St. Matthewy which had on board,
befides feveral. other nobility, two- general officers, Don Francis
Toledo, of the family of Orgas, and Don Diego Pimentel, brother
to the marquis of Tomnarez. ~ Afier an obftinate engagement, in
which the admiral's thip fought along with them, they were
obliged to run afhore on the coaft of Flanders, where they were
taken by the Dutch. Toledo was drowned, and Pimentel, and
all the reft who furvived, were made prifoners.

3

Tu duke de Medina was much dejeted at thefe mif: Tieoiade

fortunes, and {6l more when he reflected on the'fuperior fill of Jobirie.

© Mededen and Gri,
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the caemy.  For it is well attefled; that in all the engage-
‘meats which had paffed fince the firRtappearance -of the A=
‘mada in the channel, the Englifh‘had loft only one: fiall fhip,
and about a hundred ‘men. « Animated by their ' paft- fuccels
with fanguine hopes of final victory, they were now more formi=
dable than cver. Medina dreaded, from a continuance of the
combat, the entire deftrution of his fleet. He could not with~
out the greateft danger remain any longer in his prefent fitu-
ation, -and much lefs could he venture to approach nearer to the
coat of Flanders.

Tr now appeared Bow great ad error Philip had commitied, in
negledting to fecure fome commodious harbours in Zealand.  He
had from the firft fuppofed that the encmy's fhips would fly to
their refpeaiive ports, as foon ‘as' his fupendous Armada fhould
appear. But this Armadd had been made unfi for the purpofe
for which it was defigned, by means of that enormous cxpence
which he beftowed in order to render it invincible, In confirut-
ing ity no attention had been given to the nature of thofe narrow
feas in which it was to be employed ; and the confequence of this
important error was, that even if the Englifh fleet had been un-
able to contend with the Spaniards in the deeper parts of the chan~
nel, yet they would have prevented them from landing : and
the Dutch fleet lying in fhallow water, to ‘which the galleons
durft not approach, would fill have kept their flation, ‘and have
rendered it impoffible for the Spanifly feet and army to a@ in
concert

Tr1s the duke de Medina at length perceived, and he did not
hefitate in refolving to abandon the further profecution of his
enterprife. The only fubjeét of his deliberation now was, how

5 e

VVA.BHSC



PHILIP I KING OF ‘SPAIN.

e might, with the leaft

267

culty and danger, get back to Spaiai. B 0.0 K

Had he been ever.fo much inclined to return through the channel, ‘_‘T‘
.

in which he muft have been continually baralled by the cnemy, yet
the wind, which blesy frong from the fouth, would have prevented
bim. - He therefore refolved o fal northwards, and to make the
circuit of the Britifh ifles,

“Trts refolution was no fooner underflood by the Englih ad-
‘miral, than having difpatehed lord Seymour with a part of the
fleet, to join the Duteh ia. watching the motions of the duke of
Parma, e fet fail himfelf with the greater part of it, in purfuic
of the Spaniards.  He followed clofe in the ear for three days ;
without attacking them. This e declined from  the appre-
henfion of his not having a fufficient quantity of gun-powder,
with which he hiad been ill fupplied by the public officss. Had
he not been deterred from renewing his attack by this provoking
circumflance, he might have forced the Spaniards to an engage-
ment off Flamborough-head; and it is afferted by a refpectable
cotemporary hiftorian , that fo great was the diftrefs of the Spa-
nih flect, and fuch the admiral's dread of the long and dangerous
voyage before him, that he would have furrendered withou
refiftance, in cafe he had been attacked. But he was faved from
the difgrace in which this action would have involved his name,
through the neceffity under which the Englifh admiral found him-
fIf of returning to England, to fupply the deficiency of his
fores.

Lowp Howard had reafon to be incenfed againft thofe, by

whofe negligence he was thus difabled from completing the glo-

ry which his gallant condu@ had procured him. In the iflue,
" Grotias. i

Mm 2 ‘however,
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BOOK however, it would have been unfortunate, if he' had delayed his
;_.__, rewrn.  The two fleets failed in oppofite direcions, were not

far diftant from each other, when a dreadful florm arofe. The
Englifh reached home, though not without difficulty, yet without
fultaining any confiderable lofs.  But the Spaniards were expofed
0 the florm in all its rage, and became no lefs objedts of pity
to their enemies, than they had lately been of dread and ter-
sor. Having hisherto kept near each other, left the Englith
hould have rencwed the attack, this circumfiance proved the firlt
caufe of their difafters. The fhips were driven violently
againft cach other, and thercby many of them were rea-
dered an ealy prey to the fory of the waves. At length they
were difperfed. In order to enable them to ide out the florm, the
horfes, mules, and baggage were thrown over-board. This pre-
caution was of advantage only to fuch of the fhips as were
Rronger, or more fortunate than the reft.  Some of them were
dafed to picces on the rocks of Norway, or funk in the middle
of the ocean. Others were thrown upon the coafls of Scotland,
and the Weftern ifles, And more than thirty were driven by
another form, which overtook them from the welt, on different
parts of the coat of Treland.  OF thefe, fome afterwards reached
home in the moft fhattered condition, under the vice-adumiral Ke-
caldo; others were fhipwrecked among the rocks and fallows;
and of thofe which reached the fhore, the erews were barbaroully
murdered ; from an apprehenfion, it was pretended, that, in a
country where there were fo many difaffeted catholics, it would
have been dangerous to fhew mercy to fo great a number of the
enemy.  The duke de Medina having kept out in the open feas,
efcaped fhipwreck, and arrived at Saint Andero in Bifeay about
the'end of September.

Tax
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Tie calamities of the Spaniards did not end with their arrie

val in Spain,  Two of the galleons which had withflood the “—

florm, were accidentally fet on fire, and confiumed to athes in the
harbour.  Great numbers, efpecially of the nobility and gentry,
accullomed to & life of cafe and pleafure, had died at fea; and
many more died afterwards of difeafes occafioned by the hardthips
they had undergone.

VEry different accounts are given by different hiflorians, of
the total Iofs fuftained. Some affert that it amounted to thirty-
two fhips, and ten thoufand men; but others, without pre-
tending o afcertain the number of men, which could not, they
fay, be lefs than fifteen thoufand, affirm that more than cighty
fhips were taken, deflroyed, or Joft'. This dreadful calamity was
fenfibly felt all over Spain, and there was fearcely a fingle family
of rank in the kingdom that did not go into mourning for the
death of fome near relation; infomuch that Philip, dreading the
effet which this univerfal face of forrow might produce upon the
minds of the people, imitated the conduét of the Roman fenate,
afier the battle of Cann, and publifhed an edidt to abridge the
time of public mourning *.

‘Warse. the people of Spain were thus overwhelmed with
afili@ion, there was nothing to be heard in England and the
United Provinces but the voice of feftiity and joy. In Holland
‘medals were fruck in commemoration of the happy cvent ; and in
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both countries, days of folemn thankfgiving to Heaven were ap-
‘pointed for thei deliverance, ~ Elizabeth went for this purpofe to
St. Paul’s cathedral, feated in a triumphal chariot, and firrounded
with her minifters and nobles, amidfta great number of flags and
colours which had been taken from the enemy ; while the citizens
were ranged in arms on cach fide of the fireets through which
fhe paffed. Nor did the deftruction of the Armada give joy only
to the Englifh and Dutch. All Europe had trembled at the
thoughts of its fuccefs. For although it can hardly be fuppofed
that Philip was fo romaritic as to flatter himfelf with the hopes of
attaining univerfal monaréhy, yet it is not to be imagined that
he afpired only at the conqueft of England and Holland.  He had
before this, time formed the plan, which he afterwards purfiicd,
of fubduing France. Nor can it be believed that any thing lefs
would have faisficd his-ambition, than the fubjection of every pro=
teflant fate in Europe, and the utter extirpation of the reformed
religion.

His ambition was, on this occafion, feverely mortified. But
25 he pofelfed in a high degree the art of concealing his emo-
tions, he received intelligence of the difafter that had befallen
him, with an appearance of magaanimity and refignation to the
will of Heaven, which, if it was not affecled, deferved the higheft
praife. He returned thanks to God, that the calamity was not
greater. * He iffucd orders to have the utmoft care taken of the
fick and wounded who had furvived the general cataftrophe.
And infiead of forbidding the duke de Medina Sidonia to come to
court, as is alleged by fome hiflorians, he wrote to him in the
‘moft obliging terms, exprefiing his gratitude for the zeal which
e had difcovered in his fervice; and obferving, that no man
could anfwer for the fuccefs of an enterprife, which, like that

swherein
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Whercin the duke had been engaged, depended on the windsand 39,0

waves &

ParL1r’s behaviour towatds the duke of Parma on this diff=
cult oceafion, ‘contained the fame difplay of jufice that appeared
in his letter to Medina Sidonia. Notwithftanding the many proofs
which Farnefe had exhibited jn the fight of all Europe, of
indefatigable vigour and adtivi
yet the failure of the expedition againft England was by fome
aferibed to his negligence in making the ncccffary prepara-
tions, and by others to his exceffive caution or timidity. But
Fhilip refufed o0 lifien to thefe groundlefs calumnics.  He i
continued to repofe in the duke his wonted confidence ; and tefli-
fied towards bim all that attachment and eftcem which his con
ductin the Netherlands had deferved.  The truth is, that as the
principal error in condu@ing the expedition had been committed,
by negledting the duke of Parma’s advice, {0 o perfon was more
deeply interefted in its fuccefs; fince, if the Armada had opened
a paffage for his troops, the whole diretion of the enterprife
would have belonged to him, and the nobleft opportuity, to
which his ambition could afpire, have been given of exerting
thofe illuftrious military taleats which have acquired him fuch
diftinguifhed renown.

Tiie duke had the greater reafon to entertain the hopes of
idory, in cafe his army could have been tranfported to England,
as Blizabeth had, from her partiality for the earl of Leicefler, be-
flowed the chicf command of her land-forces on that nobleman,

‘who was fo little entitled, either by his courage or his abilities, to fo_

great a truft. Her good fortune, or more properly the kind pro-
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vidence of Heaven, fo confpicuoully exercifed in her behalf, faved
her from the confequences with which this unjuftifiable ftep might
have been attended. It was perhaps the only imprudeat mea-
fure of which, at this difficult crifis, fhe can be juflly accufed; and
fhe fully atoned for it by the wifdom, vigour, and fortitude
which fhe difplayed in every other part of her conduét.

B ALRTE M

JELIZABETH's fuaton now was extremely diferent from
what it had ever been fince her acceffion to the throne.  Hav-

ing been delivered fome time before the prefent period from the
queen of Scots, who lad long been'a principal cauft of her in-
quietude; fhe hiad found the art of appeafing the refentment, and
even of conciliating the favour, of the fon of that unfortunate
princefs.  She Had united her catholic and proteftant fubjeéts
in ber defence, and had triumphied over her implacable enc-
my the king of Spain.  She had not the fame reafon as for-
‘merlyto dread’ thic power of that monarch, which e ad exert-
edin vain for her defiruction, and fhe Had very litle reafon
to apprehend that he would foon renew his attempt to invade her
dominions.. To prevent this; by furnithing him with employ-
ment elfewhere, had been long her principal motive for taking
fuch deep concern in the afairs of the Netherlands. This mo-
tive did not fubfift in the fame degree of force as formerly, yet
fhe refolved to adhere faithfully to her engagements with the
States, and fill to affift and fupport them. After Leicefler’s re-
fignation, fhe had conferred the command of her troops in the
Netherlands upon lord: Willoughby, fubje@ting this nobleman,
3 however,
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However, t0 the authority of thie States, and leaving the command 2 0.0

i chief to prince Maurice, to whom the Sates themfelves had

Tately commited it.

T was ot gratitude alone, or a refpedt for the memory of the Prisce s

Tate prince of Orange, that determined the confederated provinces "
to repofe fo great a truft at this perilous conjunture in his fon,
who was at this time only in the twenty-firlt year of his age.
Maurice had, from his. arlicft youth, given proof of fuperior
prudence and capacity ; and his conduét afterwards fulfilled the
moft fanguine cxpedtations of his countrymen. Wit much lefs
‘moderation and felf-command, and Jefs too of the:art of govern=
ing the minds of men, which William poffefled in fo eminent a
degree, Maurice was fuperior to his father in military accomplith=
ments, and of thefe the confederacy Rlood more in need at the
prefent period; than of political abilities.

MAURICE had no opportunity of exercifing his talents for war,
from the time of Leicefter’s departure till the fate of the Spanifh
Armada was decided. A great number of his beft troops had
‘been put on board the flect. commanded by Juftin de Naffau ; all
the garrifons of the maritime towns had been augmented, left the
Spaniards hould hae atempied to make a. defent; and there
was o body of forces left, fufficient to enable him o take advan-
tage of the duke of Parma’s ina@ivity, by undertakiog any mili-
tary enterprize.

Tt firlt opportunity of action was afforded him by a relolution pc sieor

which the duke formed, as foon as e perceivedgihere was 10 iy
longer any profpect of invading England, o be
Bergen-op-Zoom. This town, as its name imports, is fituate:
on_the river Zoom, at a little diftance from the place where that

Vo, I Na river
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river falls fnto the Scheld ; and by this laft river the territory of
Bergen is feparated from the ifle of Tolen. Farnefe thinking it
necelfary towards the fuceefs of his intended enterprize, to be
‘mafer of this ifland, fent count Charles of Manfveldt with a body
of cight hundred foot to take poffeffion of it; and in order to
conceal his defign, he ordered them to make a feint of marching
towards Heufden, This artifice however had not the defired fuc-
cefs. Maurice had taken care to have both Bergen and Tolen
properly furnifhed with troops for their defence.

AT low water it is practicable to pafs over to Tolen upon foot,
and in this way count Manfveldt endeavoured to approach it. But
the governor, count Solmes, was fo well prepared to receive him,
that Manfveldt was foon obliged to abandon bis attempt, and in his
retreat he loft about four hundred men. In the mean time the
duke of Parma had advanced with his army, and invefted the
town on the land fide, without having met with any confiderable
oppofition. But the beficged beheld his operations with great in-
difference ; their communication with Holland and Zealand was
Rl as free and open as before, In order to intercept it, they
Knew that the enemy muft firft reduce two firong forts which
food betsween the town and the Scheld, and this they trufted could
not be accomplihed before the approach of winter.

Tits duke immediately began his operations with an attack up-
on one of thefe forts 5 but before he had made any confiderable
‘progrefs, he conceived hopes of acquiring poffefion of it in a way
much more eafy and expeditious than by open force. Two fol-
diers belonging to the garrifon, whom fome hiftorians call Scots,
and others Englifh, having gone over to Farnefe, offered to deli-
verthe fot to him, on conditon of his granting them a futable

2 reward
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reward for fo great a fervice. - Farnefe lent a willing car to their ©9.0 %

propofal, and gave them the moft fiattering promifes ; but as
Rl fufpe@ed them of infincerity, he made them confirm what
they had told him by an cath, and required that they fhould be
carried bound in the midlt of the foldiers whom he intended to
employ in executing the plan which they had fuggefied. To this,
as well as to_the oath required from them, they readily agreed.
The duke could no longer remain diftrufiful, a0d ordered De
Levya, one of his braveft officers, to be ready immediately after
fun-fet with three thoufand infantry, to advance towards the fort,
De Levya fet out at the time appointed, and arrived at the gate
when it was beginning to grow dark. Upon a fignal given by
the two Britifh foldiers the port was opened, but no fooner had
about fifty of the Spaniards entered, than the portcullis was let
down, and all the reft excluded. Thofe who had catered per-
ceived the treachery of their guides, but being more licitous to
fave their own lives than to take vengeance on the traitors, they
fuffered them to cfeape, and the Spaniards themfelves were in-
fantly furrounded by the garrifon, and either put to the fiord or
taken prifoners.

Of thofe who were without, only fuch as were near the gate
were acquainted with' what had happened, while the reft who
were ignorant of it fill preffing forward, made it impofible for
the foremoft to'retire. Thefe men, rendered defperate by their
perilous ftuation, attempted to fcale the ramparts, but they were
foon repulfed by the garrifon, who were every where upon their
guard, The guns of the fort began (o play upon them. The
darknefs of the night increafed their confufion, and they fell into
an ambufh which the garrifon bhad prepared. A great ndmber

v was
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was killed, and many were fwallowed up in the mud and water
with which the fort was furrounded.

ArrER this misfortune the duke of Parma defpaired of fucceed-
ing in his enterprize. Heavy rains had lately fallen, His troops
began to grow fickly, and all the country round, wich was
naturally wet, was become almoft inaccefEble to his convoys of
provifions. Determined by theft confiderations, he raifed ‘the
fiege before the middle of November, after fortifying fome pafies
in the neighbourhood of the place, to reftrain ‘the excurfions of
the garrifon

No fooner had he drawn off his troops from Bergen, than hav-
ing put the Italians and Spaniards into winter-quarters, he fent
the Germans under count Peter Erneft de Manfveldt to lay ficge
to Wachtendonck, in Upper Guelderland, a fmall place, but
frongly fortified, and firuated in the midft of a marfhy foil. Far~
nefe was, otwithftanding thefe circumflances, determined to em-=
ploy his troops in reducing it, by loud complaints which were
‘made to him of the continual depredations of the garrifon. This
garrifon confifted of troops formed by the celebrated Schenck,
whofe bravery would have baffled the utmoft efforts of count
Maafvelde, had it not been for a circumftance which intitles
the fiege of this litde town to a place in hiffory. It was in
this fiege that bombs, the late invention of an inhabitant of Ven~
lo, were firft emploged. To fave the town from deftrudion, the
citizens prevailed on the. garifon to confent to a furrender, but
not till they had fallied out and killed a great number of the cne-
my; many of whom likewife perithed by the inclemency of the
feafon, and the humidity of the air and foil.

® Grotias Eifl. Tb.i. Bentivoglio, 2nd Meteren, sazo 1586,
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In confequence of the lofs. of men foftained at this fiege and ¥ Q.0 %
that of Bergen, the duke of Parma found  his army exceedingly
diminithed. This confideration alotie muft have been a fenfible Anty or
‘mortification to a general of fo great a@tivity and cnterprize, but poens
he was flill more deeply mottified at'the difficulty which he
found in fupporting the forces that lll remained wnder his com-
mand. They had begun to murmur on_ account of the arrears
which were duc to them, and he dreaded the Jofs of that authority
over them which he had hitherto maiatained. He had carneflly
folicited remittances from the court of Spain, and had repre-
fented the fatal confequences which muft attend the irregulat
payment of his troops. But his requefts had not for fome time
paft been lifiened to as formerly, and fome of the bills which
he drew had been returned unpaid. This was owing partly to
the low flate of Philip’s finances, which, great as his refources
were, had been overburdened by the enormous expence in
which his late armament.had involved him ; and-partly to the
waligaity and envy of the Spanifh minifters. - The duke could
not conccal his chagrin, -which was augmented by the decline of
his health, and the fymptoms of a dropfy, which fomie years af=
terwards put a period to his lifes

Tn dhis fination he received great fatisfadlion from an Genen
event, which was onc of the confequences of the intrigues of to e spar
the earl of Leicefter. The garrifons of feveral towns had, through """
the influence of that nobleman’s partizans, or from the deficiencies
in their pay occafioned by his mifeondudt, fhewn great contempt:
for the authority of the States and prince Maurice; but they had

* Macis, p. so5. .
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P Q8K all been brought back to their duty, except the garrifon of St. Ger-
—— trudenberg, which conffted of one thoufand five hundred foot and
three hundred horfe, pastly Dutch and partly Englith. This gar<
sifon having indulged themfelves in greater excefles than any
other, were confeious of fuch a degree of guilt as they thought
could not cafily be forgiven : they were therefore fill as refraflo~
7y and feditious as ever, maintaining openly, that they were ac-
countable to none but the queen of England; and feizing upon
fhips, and carrying off plunder from the friends as well as the
enemies of the confederacy. The States, apprehicnfive of their de-
livering the town to the enemy, applied every foothing expedicnt
to prevent them. They offered them a full pardon of their of-
fences, got lord Willoughby to interpofe his influence, and made
immediate payment of a great proportion of their arrears ; but
all endeavours were ineffeftual. In the mean time Lanza-
‘vecchia, the governor of Breda, being well informed of their tem-
per and difpofition, carployed fecret agents to confirm them in
their feditious purpofes, holding forth to them the rewards which
they might hope for from the duke of Parma, while there was
nothing to be expected from the queen of England ot the States,
but either an ignominous punifhment, or perpetual difiidence and
contempt.  They hefitated for fome time; but when an offer
was made (o them in the name of the duke of Parma of full pay-
ment of their arrears, befides a fum of money equal to five years
pay, they were unable to refift the allurement; they agreed to
give up the town on the teris propofed, and began to prepare for
the escaution of their defign, by difurming the inhabitants. Up-
on receiving intelligence of this infamous tranfaclion, prince
Maurice fet out by fea with a body of troops, in order to reduce

the garrifon by force of arms. But before he had time to make
any

et
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any progrefs in the fiege, having been informed that the duke
of Parma was upon his march to oppofe him with a fuperior
army, he thought it prudent to retire. The duke foon after=
wards ¢tered the town, and having fulfilled ks engagements
10 the garrifon, he beftowed the government upon Lanzavecchia,
4 a reward for the fervice'he had performed. Gertrudenberg
was the firft town in Holland which the Spaniards had acquired
fince their expulfion from that province about twelve years be-
fore; and it gave Farnefe, on that account, the moft fenfible joy
and fatisfaction. ‘The States on the other hand expreffed their
indignation againft the traitors, by proferibing them; and ic
ought not to be forgotten, that through various accidents almoft
all of them fell into the hands of the confederates, and had the
fentence of profeription executed pon them with the utmoft
rigour.

Frow Gertrudenberg the Spanifh army was fent under count
Charles of Manfveldt, to reduce the towns of Heufden and Romer(-
val, and. the fort of Louveftein; but all their attempts o thefe
places were baflled by the adivity and vigour of prince May
and count Hohenloe.

T duke of Parma retarned to Brufles, and ot long after-
wards he fet out for Germany, 1o drink the waters at Spa, although
it was believed he would nof have gone at this feafon, which was
the moft proper for all military operations, if his army had been
in a condition to enter upon any enterprize worthy of his former
fame-. During his ablence, pringe Maurice was barely able to pre-
veat count Manfveld from making any new acquifition. The forces
of thefe two generals were nearly equal; neither party was in-

* Guoio . 152,
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clined to tifk an engagement, and no rencounter palt betseen
them that defecves.to be recorded,

SoE important fervices were in the mean time performed by
the indefatigable Schenck in the interior provinces, Having
fome time before the prefent period, propofed 10 the States to
build a fort upon the Rhine, at the place where that river divides
itfelf into two branches, and forms the ifle of Betuwe,. the
States approved highly of his propofil, and furnithed him with
every thing neceffary for carrying it into exeention. He finithed
it with great difpatch, and having fixed there his head-quarters,
he-over-ran. all the country round, and feized every favourable
opportunity of annoying, the enemy, He took the city of Boane,
upon the Rhine, by furprife in the night. Having been informed
that a body of troops were upon their march to reinforce Ver-
dugo, the governor of Groningen, and were eftorting a fm of
‘money to that place for the payment of the garrifon, he chofe his
ground with o much fkill, and attacked them with fuch impetuo-
fity and ‘ardour, that he routed thiem, and got poffeffion of the
money without the lofs of a fingle man. But there was nothing
on which e was fo intent as the recovery of Nimeguen, which
fome years, before he himfelf had conquered for the Spaniards.
Nimeguen flands on the banks of the Waal, at the diflance of
only,a few hours fail from the fort which Schenck had conflrudted.
Having embarked his troops, he. fet out with an intention to
reach the town about the middle of the night. Through fome
accident or miake he did not arrive Gl the morning, when he
happened unfortunately to Jand ata houfe where a number of per-

» Called sntenty Datavs,
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fons were affembled for the celebration of a wedding. By thefe

BoOK
XS

perfons the alarm was inflantly given to the reft of theinhabitants, v’

who were well acquainted with the enmity with which Schenck
had for fome  time pat been animated againtt them, and knew
that an- uaiverfat pillage would be the confequerce of his fceefs,
They ran to arms from  every quarter, made a furious atack
upon his men, and, notwithftanding the moft intrepid refiftance,
drove them towards their boats in great confufion.  Sehenck cn-
deavoured to rally them, but in vain. The town’s people pur-
fued, and flew many of them while they were attemptivg to
cleape: Schenck himfelf was wounded, and immediately after-
wards his boat was overfer, and he, and all on board, were drown-.
ed. Such was the fate of this brave man at the age of forty, by
whom, ever fince his revolt, the Spaniards had been fubjecied to
perpetual apprehenfions and alarms *

No other material tranfaction occurred during this campaign
but dhe ficge of Rhinberg, Shich was undertaken at the earaclt
defirc of the elector of Cologn, and the charge of it committed by
the duke of Parma to-the marquis of Varambon. Colonel Vere,
an Englih officer of high reputation, was fent by the States to
the relief of the befieged, and between him and Varambon a
bloody battle was fought, in which the Englifh commander gained
2 complete vidtory.  After this he entered the town, and fortified
it fo flrongly, as enabled the iohabitants for fome time longer to-
preferve their liberty and independence.

(r was now the end of autumn, and the duke of Parma was

seturned from Spa. Soon after his return, his epprehentions [

with regard to the confequences of the isregular pryment of his
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300K troops, were verified by the mutiny of a Spanith regiment which
X Jay in garrifon at Courtray. - From complajats the. foldiers pro-
189 eeded to threatsy and at laft apenly. refufed to obey. his com=
mands., With the umoft difficulty he raifed money fuficient
to appeafe them. Butas this was the firft fedition which had
happened fince the commencement of his government, be was
the more fenfibly afi@ed by it, and dreaded, that the example
which it afforded, would foon be followed by the garrifons in

other towns.

Thefupie  THIS ad of the year five
ofel  pundred and eighty-nine; and in the month of February imme-
diately following, another misfortune happened, which convinced
the duke, that prince Maurice was an antagonift of a charafter
extremely different from that of any other with whom he had
hitherto contended.  This was the lofs of the important city of
Breda, of which Maurice got pofleffion by a fiogular fratagem,
foggefled (o him by the mafter of a boat, called Adrian Vanden-
berg, who had fometimes fupplied the town and garrifon with
turf for firing. When Lanzavecchia, the governor, was at
Breda, all vellels which came there were carefully examined; but
the duke of Parma, having rewarded this crafty Italian, for the
part which he acted ia corrupting the garrifon of St. Gertruden~
berg, with the government of that town, fill fuffered him to
retain that of Breda. Lanzavecchia found it neceffary to be often
abfent from the latter of thefe places; and, during his abfence,
ufually committed the charge of it to his fon. Vandenberg having
obferved that on thefe occafions there was commonly great negli-

gence in fearching his boat, founded upon this circumftance his
plan for taking the citadel by furprife. It was commaunicated to
prince
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prince Maurice, who readily embraced it, and immediately ap-
plicd himfelf to put it in exceution. The boat was loaded in
appearance with turf, as ufials but the turf was fupported by a
fioor of planks fixed at the diffance of feveral fict from tie bot-
tom ; and under this floor feventy fcledt fol
the command of Charles Harauguer, an of
s T e i
through unexpedted accidents, feveral days pafiid before they could

reich Brede. ‘The wind turned againft them, tie melting ice
setarded their coutfe, and the boat having firuck upon a bank,
was fo much damaged, that the foldiers were for fome time up
tothe knces in water. ‘Thelr provifions were almoft fpent, and
onc of their number was feized with a violent cough, which, if
it/ continued, they forefaw would' certainly occafion a difeovery.
This man had the gencrofity to offer them his fivord, and to in-
treat them to kill him. They as gencroafly declined it; and
being refolvedto run all ifls, rather than embrue their binds
the blood of their companion, they fill perfifted in their defign.
Happily their vitue was rewarded ¢ the foldier’s cough left him,
and even the leak in their veflel was. fopt by fome accidental

caute.

In order to fecure the abfence of Lanzavecehia, whofe vigi-
Tance there was much ground to dread, prince Maurice had made
2 feiint of marching againlt Gertrudenberg, and’ this arcifice pro-
duced the defired offect. Lanzavecchia was abfent from Breda
when the boat arrived. It was admitted within the fortifications
of the calile, and the fearch, was made in:the moft fuperficial
manner.

© A wave of Cambry,
o2 Nor-
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NoTwITHSTANDING this, there was flill the utmoft danger
of a dilcovery, and it would certainly have been made, had not
Vandenberg poffeffed an extraordinary fhare of addrefs and art,
which he cxerted on this oceafion. There being a fearcity of fuel
in the caflle, the turf was immediately purchafed; the foldiers of -
the garrifon were fet to work in carrying it afhore, and fo great
a number of hands were emploed, that they would foon have
uncovered the planks, and thereby have dete@ed the plot, had
not Vandenberg, pretending to be fatigued with labour and
watching, and unable to aflif the foldiers any longer in unload-
ing, fielt amufed them with difeourfe, and then invited them to
join him in drinking fome wine which he had provided. His
offer was readily accepted. The night came on, and the Spanifh
foldiers were all cither afleep or drunk. Vandenberg then fot
out, in order to give notice of his fucces to prince Maurice and
count Hohenloe, who, according to agreement, had in great
filence brought forward a body.of forces within a little diftance of
the town,

Anour the middle of the night, Harauguer iffucd forth from.
his retreat; and haviog divided his band into two bodies, he
attacked, at the fame time, both the guards which were placed
at the gate towards the country, and thofe which were Rationed
at_another. gate, which led from the citadel to the town, and
‘meeting with little refiflance, he fecured poffeffon of the gates.
Young Lanzavecchia rufhed out againt him with between thirty
and forty of the garrifon; but thefe men were not: able to with-
fland the determined and defperate valour of the afuilants, They
were all cither put to the fword or difperfed, and Lanzavecehia
‘himfelf was wounded and taken prifoner.

Tue
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THE alarm was foon communicated to the town, in which there
was a nupierous garrifon, confifting of five companics of Italian
foor, and one of horfe. The citizens offered to co-operate with the
garrifon in defending the fortifications, tll the duke of Parma
fhould come to their relief but this cowardly garrifon, being.
flruck with an univerfal panic, and having no commander in
chief o direct their operations, fuddenly forfook the town, In
the mean time prince Maurice arrived in the citadel, and the
inhabitants, ‘having now no garrifon to fupport them, fent a
trumpet with an offer to furrender, on condition that they
fhould not be plundered, And to this prince Maurice readily
agreed; but required that they fhould pay him ninety thoufaad
florins to be diftributed arnong his troops.

MauRICE received the greater fatisfaction from this acquifition,
which had been attended with the lofs of only one man, as Breda
had been for many years the hereditary property of his family ;
and for the fame reafon the citizens were the lefs relulant in fub-
mitting to his authority. He appointed the brave Harauguer to
be governor of the town, and liberally rewarded Vandenberg,
and all the other failors and foldiers, in proportion to their merit,

Titz duke of Parma, on the other hand, was extremely mor-
tified with what had happened, and highly incenfed againft his
countrymen the Ttalians, who had fo bafely deferted the town
committed to their care. He ordered the officers to be arrcfted,
and afterwards commanded all of them to be esecuted, agreeably
10 the fentence of a court-martial, except one, whom he pardon-
ed in confideration of his youth "

OLp Lanzaveechia’s imprudence in committing fo important
4 charge to fo young a man as his fon, was already fevercly

* Grotis. Bentivoglio.
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nd the lofs of the govern-
£ i farther, by reiguin

5 punifticd by bis fon’s imprifonment,

ment of Breda  He punithed

bis government of Gertrudenberg.  Such were the bitter fi

of that corrup

icn for which this man had been fo lately re-
d. According o the principles whi

war warriors and po-
liicians are ready to adopt, his conduét deferved the reward

which was beflowed upon it; but to-the friends of virtue it will

sfadion to ablerve, that, fn the courfe of providence,
punifbment is inflicted fom
but on thofe 100 by whom they are prompted; or encouraged in

i treachery.

s not upon the treacherous alone,

Measwaire Farnefe relolving to recover the town, i pofible,
before prince Manrice fhould have time to fecure it, fent count
Manfeelde againft it with a parc of the army. But Maurice had
no fooner acquired poffeion of the place, than he furnifhed it
with provifions fuficient for many months, and fationed a gar-
rifon in it confifting of one thoufand two hundred foot and four
hundred Borfe. Manfveldt did not therefore think it expedicnt to
lay immediate fiege to Breda ; but in order (o et off the commu~
nication of the garrifon with Holland, be attempted to réduce a
firong fort in the mouth of the 't Mark, which commanded
the navigation of that river, From this attempt however he was
obliged to defift, after having loft between fix and feven hundred
men.  He then built another fort at the mouth of the river, and.
began to make preparations for befieging the town it . In order
to divert him from the profecution of his defign, prince Maurice
‘marched with a body of about five thoufand men towards Nime-
guen, refolving to befiege that town in cafe Manfveldt did not xe~
Jinguifh his prefeat enterprize.

FARNESE
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Farwse, feafible of the great importance of Nimeguen, fent

287

Bo0x

orders to count Manfveldt to lead his army thither without delay. »ﬁ»_z

Maurice perceived then that it was impraticable for him to at-
tempt the fiege with any probability of fuceefs, and encamped his
troopa fn the Betuwe, on the north fide of the Waal, oppofite to
Nimeguen, Having fortified the banks of the river, to prevent
count Manfvelds fiom tranfporting his forces, he built, in fight of
the enemy, a firong fort, afterwards called by the name of Knote

zenburg, direcly oppofite to the town ; by which he not only de-
prived Nimeguen of all the advantages which it had hitherto
derived from its fituation ; but, as the cannon of this fort could
reach the town, the inhabitants were expofed to continual danger.
After having finifhed this important work, he dug a navigable
canal acrofs the Betuwe, from the Rhine to the Waal. This wife
expedient rendered the navigation of the confederates in thofe
parts fecure, by making it unnecefury for their fhips to pafs by
Nimeguen; and it was of great advantage to all the country
round, by leffening the violence of the inundations to which

that part of the Netherfands is fometimes liable. The States of

Guelderland and Overyfi¥l had a juft fenfe of the benefits which,
they derived from his operations, and they teftified their gratitude

by eledting him governor of thefe two provinces.

VYA.BHSC






THE

L TE S iPn @ne (R oYy

OF THE

R § DR 1 (@ i &
oF

PHILIP IL King of Spain.

B O O K XXIL
P A R.T I

ROM the capacity and vigour which Maurice had already
difplayed, Philip might have perceived that fie fhould pro=
bably find full employment in the Netherlands for all the forces
which, in the prefent flate of his finances, he was able to fupport.
And confidering the unfortunate ilfue of his enterprize againft
Elizabeth, and how much the reputation of his arns and counfels
had fuffered from his long unfuccefsful Rruggle with the inha-
bitants of the United Proviuces, it might have been expected that
he would have feen the abfurdity of that prepofierous ambition
which had led him t0 undertake new conquefts before he had re-
duced his own dominioas under obedience. Tt does not appear
that he ever ferioufly entertained the thoughts of rencwing his
Vor. IL Pp attempt
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attempt againft England; but having never relinquithed his de-
figns on France, he had maintained his connexions with the heads
of the catholic league; and notwithftanding the difficulty which
he found in paying his army in Flanders, he had from time to
time fupplicd them with confiderable fums of money.

Tiese fations leaders had now more occafion than ever for
his affiftance. After the treaty mentioned above, which Philip
concluded with the duke of Guife at Joinville in the year one
thoufund five hundred and cighty-five, the flames of war between
the catholics and proteftants had been kindled afefh from one cnd
of the kingdom to the other. Henry, well acquainted with the
fecret intentions of Guife and his partizans, which were no Iefs
hoftile to himfelf than to the Calvinits, would gladly have em=
ployed all his power for their defiruction ; but he foon perceived
that he was unable to'contend openly with fo great a force as they
had provided againft him, and therefore difguifing his refentment
for the affront offered to his authority, he refolved to accede to the
Ieague, in hopes. of acquiriog. the dire@tion. of it, by declaring
wfelf its head and prote@tor. _In confequence of this refolution,
great preparations were made for profecuting the war againft the
Calyinifts, and three different armies were raifed. One of thele
Henry commanded in perfon; another was fent under the duke
de Joyeue againft the king of Navarre ;. and the third was led by
the duke of Guife, to oppofe a numerous army of Germans, who
were upon their march to the affiftance of the Hugonots, Joyeufe
Toft both bis army and his life in the batdle of Coutras; but the
duke of Guife, who made up for the fimall mumber of his troops
by his fuperior condu@ and intrepidity, proved viGtorious over
the Germans, and thercby.acquired an increafe of popularity and
fame, which gave him uncontroulable influence over almoft all

the
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the catholics in the kingdom.  Elated with his fuccefs, and con-
feious of his power, this ambitious leader could no longer delay
the execution of his defigns; but refolved, after depofing the
King, and confining him to a cloifter, to place. the infirm and
aged cardinal of Bourbon upon the throne ; hoping to engrofs the
whole adminiftration, and to fecure the ficceffion to himfelf, in
the event of the cardinal’s demife. Henry beheld with much dread.
the precipice on which he flood; and in order to avoid i, had re-
courfe to that deteftable expedient, of which, in his youth, he
had fhewn his approbation, in_the maffucre of St. Bartholomerw,
by commanding both the duke of Guife, and his brother the car-
dinal, to be affaffinated.

“Titts murder, which even Heary pretended to juflify only by
the plea of neceffity, did not produce. the effect which he ex-
pected.  Inflead of intimidating his enemics, it ferved (0 inflame
their minds with wrath and indignation. In Paris, where the
fpirit of the league had long. raged with the utmoft fury, the
‘people broke his flatues to pieces, the ecclefiaflics declaimed againft
i in the bittereft and moft abufive terms, and the Sorbonne de=
clared him to have forfeited the crown.  His fubje@s almoftevery
where rofé. up in arms againft him, and the duke of Mayeanc,
brother of the Guifcs, a prince of extraordinary prudence and ca~
pacity, was chofen commander in chief in bis brother’s room.

Ix this ftuation Henry Had no refource left butin the king of
Navarre, whom he had deceived and perfecuted.  But this gene-
rous and heroic. prince readily forgot the injurics he had received
from him, and made hafle to march with & numerous army o his
aiflance. Thus powerfully fupported, Henry became an over~
match for his enemics; and he would foon have compelled the
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city of Paris to furrender, when a period was put to his life bya
fanatic monk, ‘who being feduced by his fuperiors, buracd with
the defire of meriting Heaven, by embruing bis hands in the
blood of his lawful prince. Such was the unfortunate end of
Henry TiL. the laft of the race of Valois, which had reigned over
France for almoft three hundred years.

Tz king of Navarre, the undoubted heir of the crown, and
whom the deceafed monarch had nominated his fucceflor, was:
immediately proclaimed king in the camp, by the name of Henry
V. a name which will be for ever refpeted, not by the French.
nation alone, but by every friend of mankind and of virtue,
Brought up in the hardeft fchool of adverfity, patient, frugal,
and laborious; brave and wife; fincere, humane, and generous ;
of the firi@teft integrity, and the moft untainted honour ; he had
long commanded the admiration of his encmics, as well as of the
impartial world. Never did any prince fuccced to a. throne,
adorned with more fplendid, more fubflantial, or more amiable
accomplihments ; yet fo fierce was the fpirit of religious bigotry
with which his fubje@ts were inflamed ; o great their abhorrenee
of Calvinifin ; and fuch their dread; that Henry who was himfelf
a Calvinift, although the moft moderate of his £e@, would, in imi-
tation of the queen of England, overturn the popifh religion, that
‘many of the catholics inftantly forfook his camp 3 nor would any
of them. haye been perfuaded to remain with him, had he not
given them ground to entertain hopes of his converfion.

In Paris he had a numerous party who would willingly
have recognifed his right, in cafe he would have agreed to
embrace the popifh faith, “There were others who, under the
pretence of religion, had no other end in view bat to fecure and

perpetuate
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perpetuate that unbounded licence which they had long ejoyed,
of perpetrating the moft atrocious crimes; and there were many,
who having been gained over by Spanifh influence, had, in concert
with Mendoza. the Spanith ambaffador, and Gajetan the pope’s
legate, a partizan of Spain, formed the defign of conferring the
crown, either on Philip himfelf, or his daughter Tabella ",

Tz duke of Mayenne, who had adopted his brother’s plan in
all'its branches, hoped to make thefe parties fubfervient to his own
elevation to the throne. This defign, however, he concealed with
care; and that he might have leifure to prepare the means of put-
ting itin exceution, he prevailed on a great majority fo coneur in
eledting the cardinal of Bourbon King; to which meafure likewife,
Philip, a@tuated by a fimilar intention, gave his confeat.

HENRY in the mean time fioding himfelf unable, from the
great defertion of his forces, to maintain his prefent fituation
before Paris, retired into Normandy, to wait there, il fuccours,
which he expeéted from Elizabeth, fhould arrive. Maycnne put-
ting himfelf at the head of an army much more numerous than
that of the king, purfued and attacked him in his fortifications
near the town of Arques; but having been repulfed with great
flaughter, and having fuffered afterwards a total overthrow in the
battle of Ivey, in which, as on many other occafions, Henry's fu-
perior bravery fupplied his want of numbers, Mayeane was
obliged, with the fhattered remains of his army, to take refiige in

i il

polis.
with the duke of Nemours, the governor, with regard to the proper
meafires of defence, in cafe the city fhould be beieged by the
viftorious army' after which he fet out for Picardy, to meet

* Grand-dusghter of Henry 11,
the

VYA.BHSC

293

300K
XX,

550,



204 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

390K e duke of Parma, from whom he expedted  reinforcement of

X ttoops. The king arrived foon ‘after in the neighbourhood of

Sieqeidui, Daris, and having made himfelf mafter of the courfe of the Seyne
and the Marne, and blocked up every entry by which provifions
‘might be conveyed into the town, he invefted it on every fide,
and foon reduced the inhabitants to extreme neceffity.

By the perfuafion however of their leaders, feconded by the
Spanifh minifter and the pope’s legate; by the decrees of the
Sorbonne, and the harangues of the clergy ; they were confirmed
in the refolution which they had formed from the beginning, to
endure every calamilty, rather than receive an heretical king, whofe
authority they were taught to believe they could not acknowledge,
without endangering their falvation.

Pilpsview I their prefent diftrefsful fituation they had no profpect of
* xelicf, but from the arms of Spain; nor was Philip lefs inclined

now to interpofe in their behalf, and that of the leaguc in genc~

7al, than formerly. The affairs of France were at this time the

principal obje@ of his attention ; and he would gladly have ex~

erted himfelf againft the king with his utmoft vigour, efpecially as

the cardinal of Bourbon was lately dead, if the prefent juncure

had been favourable to his ambitious defign, of feizing the mo=

marchy for himfelf, or his daughter; by which, more than by zeal

for the catholic faith, he had long been acuated. ~ But having pe=

netrated into the views of Mayenne, and found that from him

and all his party he had reafon to expeét the moft firenuous oppo-

fition; he confidered, that if Fenry were utterly fubdued, the ca~

tholics, flanding then no longer in need of his afiftance, would

‘probably unite againft him, and without regard to the obligations

wihich he had laid them under, render all his expence and labour

fruitlefs.

VVA.BHSC



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN.

fruitlefs.  He refolved therefore, agreeably to the advice of the
duke of Parma, to protrack the war, and to afford the league on-
1y fich affiftance 25 might prevent the king from acquiring an
entire afcendant over them; hoping thereby to wafle the firength
of both the contending parties, and fooner or later to oblige
them to comply with whatever terms he fhould be pleafed to
preferibe.

CoxFoRMABLY to this plan, the duke of Parma, with whom
Mayenne had an interview at Condé, gave him only two thoufand
feven hundred foot and cight hundred horfe. But as this rein-
forcement was inadequate to the purpofe for which it had been fo-
Jicited, Philip became apprehenfive that the refolution of the b=
fieged might fail; and dreaded, that if Fenry were once mafier
of the capital, a prince of fo great ability and addrefs might foon
compel the reft of the kingdom to fubmit to his authority. To
prevent this, he refolved to poltpone every confideration of pru=
dence and intereft to the raifing of the fiege ; and fent pofitive
orders to the duke of Parma, to condu@ his army to France for
this purpofe, with the utmoft expedition. Farnefe, though pof=
feffed of capacity and corage equal (o the moft difficult and dan-
gerous enterprife, would gladly have diverted Philip from his de-
fign. He reprefented to him the dangerous confequences with
which the abfence of his troops from the Netherlands would bz
attended; and he attempred to make him fenfible of the extreme
uncertainty of thofe advantages which he expe@ed to derive from
taking fo deep an interell in the afies of France. = Dut Philip,
blinded by his ambition, could not relinguith thofe delufive
Topes which he had: long fondly indulged, of adding France to
Bis dominions. He was deaf o the duke’s prudent remon-
frances, and only liftened to his advice, fo far as to confent that

he
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e might return to the Low Countrics, when the ficge of Paris
fhould be raifed.

Fixping the King thus obffinate and inflexible, Farnefe com-
mited the government, during his abfence, to count Peter Erneft
of Manfvelds, and appointed his fon count Charles to command
the fimall number of troops, which he defigned to leave behind him
for the defence of the Netherlands. He then applied himfelf
with great anxiety to make the neceffary preparations for his
‘march : for he was well aware of the difficulty which be muft
encounter in his intended enterprize againft a prince of fo great
abilities as the king of France, in the midft of his dominions, and at
the head of a viGtorious army, commanded by'a gallant and almoft
invincible nobility. This confideration however, far from inti-
‘midating him, ferved only to make him exert with more than or-
dinary vigor, thofe illuftrious talents with which he was endowed;
Teft now, when he was about to enter the lifls with fo great a
sival for military fame, he thould forfeit that high renown which
Bis former atchicvements had procured him.

Hexgy was at this time about forty years of age, and Farnefe

a few years older. From their enrlieft youth they had been
alike diftinguithed by, the love of arms; and had paffed their lives
cither in leazning, or in pra@ifing the art of war. They poffefled
alike the talent of contiliatiog the affections of their troops, with-
out any relaxation of difcipline, or diminution of authority.
They were equal 100 in perfonal courage, in quick difcernment,
and jn ferdlity of genius. But the king was more prompt in
his: decifions 5 the duke more cautious and circumfpect. The
latter, always cooly and mafler of himfelf, tranfgrefed on no occas
fion the bounds of the Ariftelt prudence;  but the formee was
6 often
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ofien betrayed by his naural impetuofity and ardor, rather to
4@ the part of a common foldier, than of a general, and uanccelTa-
sily 1o expofe his perfon to danger.  From the. fame impetuofity
of temper, the king was ever fond of friking a decifive blow, by
a pitched batdle in the field ; whereas the duke chofe rather to ac-
complih his defigns by firatagem and dexterity, without blood-
fhed, Nowwithftanding, this diverfity in their characters, they
were indifputably the greatelt captains of the age in which they
lived, and may be compared, without fuffering.by the compa-
vifon, with the moft illuftrious commanders cither in ancient or in
modern times,

FARNEss was ready to fet out from Bruffels in the begin-
ning of Auguft, with a0 army of fourtcen thoufand foot and
three thoufand horfe. On his arrival in France, having con-
vened his principal officers together, he explained to them the
conduct proper to.be obferved in the prefent expedition; and
reprefented the neceflty of requiring a it attention from.
every individual in the army, o sl the rules of military difcie
pline.  They were about to_enter into a kingdom, where the
people being naturally jealous of the Spaniards, fulpicions
would be eafily excited, that, ioflead of having come o their
affflance, he intended to reduce them under the government
of Spain. Againft giving ground for thefe fufpicions, which
might defeat the intentions of the King, they mutt be continually
on their guard, and take effeftual caré to reflrain the troops
from offering any violence to.the natives. ere long
to purfue theit march in the face of a bold and enterprizing enc-
my; and for this reafon it would be neceffary that the moft per-
fe order fhould be obferved, that o twmult hould be permitted
i their quarters, and no foldier allowed to leave his colours nighe
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or day, upon any pretence whatever ; that the country fhould be-
seconnoitved with the utmoft care 5 that they fhould take up their
quarters every evening & onfiderable time before fun-fet ; that
the troops hould fand under theie arme, till the intrenchments-
weee completed; and that their intrenchments fhould beas frong«
Iy fortified; s if the enemy. were in fight.

Tue duke fecured the cxecution of thefe orders, by the ati-
ity and vigilance which he exerted. Although he had many
officers of high reputation under him, yet he refolved not to put
smplicit truft in any of them. From charts or maps, joined to
the information which he reccived from the natives, e had ac-
quired a_thorough knowledge of the country through which he
wwas to pals,  He heard in perfon the reports of all the parties:
which he fent to reconnoitre s marked out the encampments with:
his own band, and beflowed fich particular attention on every
thing which he deemed of the leaft importance, that he left him=
£f 1o other time for repofe, but the few hours between beating;
“the reveille, and the marching of the troops.

T order to preferve his men frefh and vigorous for the time'
of a@tion, he marched gently forwards; -and did not asrive at
Meaus, which is ten leaguet diftant from Paris, til the 3d of
Augult. He was joined at Meaus by the Duke de Mayenne,
with ten thoufand foot and one thoufand five hundred horfe; and
from this place he fent intelligence to thebefieged, that he hoped:
10 be able in a few days to relicve them.

“Tapre patience was almoft exhaufied. They had been for
many days reduced to the moft deplorable condition. Great num-=
bers had died Gf want, or of difeafes occafioned: by the un-
wholfome food to which they had been obliged to have re-

courfe
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‘courfe; and though thiir bigotry made them fill entertain the ' 0.0 K
thoughts of a furzender with horror, it had required the utmoft ———
vigilance on the part of the governar, to prevent it from taking %
place. They believed it to be impoffible for them to hold out

even for the few days, at the end of which the duke of Parmx

a them hopes of his armival. - OF this defperate fitu-

their leaders did not fail to inform i ; nor did he delay
advancing towards them one moment longer than was necelary

in order to fecure a fortunate iffue 1o his enterprize.

Henay had for feveral weeks entertsined the tioft fanguine Hery rits
hopes of being able to terminate the fiege before the duke could
arrive’. He was now extremely chagrined and morified; and was
at the fame time thrown into great perplexity, with réfpe to the
‘meafures proper to be purfued. Unwilling to quit his prize, when
he was upon the’point of feizing it, he would gladly have divided
s army, ‘and leaving a part of it to continue the blockade, have
Ted the 1eft o medt the enemy. Bt as it liad lately fuffered
great diminution by ficknefs, he'apprehended that he would find
fuficieat cimployment for the whele, in' defending himfelf againtt
the Spaniards. ~ After much Reftation e raifed the fiege, and
fet'out 16" oppofe the duke of Parma, béfore he fiould approach
sieater the tovn®,

Having advanced as far as Chelles (which lies about four
leagues diftant from Paris) he pitched his camp in, a fpacious
‘plain, which is terminated by two hills of a gentle afcent, fepa-
sated from cach other by the road that leads to Meaux. The
duke of Parma's army was eocamped on the other file of thefe
hills, ‘and was well fecuted by fizong intreachments, In this fitu~

T —
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ation the two armies remained for feveral days: The duke di@
not now lie under the fame necefity as before, of precipitating
lis approach to Paris, becaufe the

vens having ventured, after
e king’s departure, to make excurfions ‘into- the country, had
furvifhed themfelves with fome provifions from the places adja-
cent; and the king durll not attack fich frong intrenchments, de-
fended by an army fuperior in number to his own. But being
cager to eagage, and dreading the daily diminution of his forces
from the ficknefs which prevailed among them, Henry fent &
defianee o the duke of Mayenne, calling upon him to quit his
den, in which he lay more like a fox than a lion, that the conteft
between them might be decided, -and an end put o the calamities
of the kingdom.

Mavexe fent the herald who brought this challenge to the
duke of Parma, who anfivered, fmiling, That his prefent condud,
he perceived, was not agrecable to the king; but that he had
been accuftomed to fight, only when he himfeif thought proper,
and not when it was convenient for his encmics; and he added,
That far from declining battle, he would offer it as foon as the
intereft of the caufe which he had come to fupport, fhould
render it expedient. Agreeably to the fpirit of this reply,
Farnefe kept his army withia their Jines for two days longer;
during which time he was employed in examining the fitu-
ation of the country, and in confidering how he might ac-
complifh the end of his expedition, without hazarding an en-
gagement, Having at length fixed his plan of operations, with-
out communicating it o the duke de Mayenne, or any other of
s officers, he gave out, that he now intended to offer battle. OF
<he van, which confifted of two fquadrons of lances, with all the

Tighs
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Jight horfe in kis army, he gave the command to the marquis De

Renti, with inflrudtions, that as foon as he fhould reach the top arrs

of the interjacent hill, he fhould fpread out his troops, and make
as large a front as poffible; and then begin to defcend flowly to=
wards the eaemy, but not to engage without frrther orders, what-
ever provocation he fhould receive. He commiteed the charge
of the main army to the duke de Mayenne, and that of the rear
1o the Sicur e la Mothe ; while he referved liberty to himfelf,
0 ride from one part of the army to the other, as occafion fhould
equire.

WHEN the King was informed of this difpofition and move-
ment of the Spanifh army, he could not doubt that the duke had
at length refolved to try the fortune of a battle, His eyes fparkled.
with joy. He drew up his army in bautle array, with the utmoft
celerity and fkill ; but refolved to wait till the enemy fhould de-
feend to the plain, where he might enter the lifls with them on
equal terms.

WrEN the van of the Spanifh army had formed fo large a
fronty as totally obfiructed the view of every thing behind them,
the duke commanded De Renti to ftop, and o wait for the king,
in cafe he fhould think fit to aftend the hill.  Then clapping fours.
to his horfe, he galloped back to the duke de Mayenne, who was
advancing with the main army, and taking him by the hand, he
faid with a cheerfl animated countenance,  Paris will foon be
delivered now, mylord ; but for this purpofe we muft turn back,
and diret our match to another.quaster.” He then defired both
Mayenne and La Mothe to march towards Eagny, a town on the
other fide of the Marne, and infiracted them to take pofiefion of.
the ground on this fide, dire@ly oppofite 1o the town, and to em-
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ploy all their troops in drawing firong lines of circunvallation
round their camp.

Tuess orders were exccuted with great expedition. A battery
of the largeft cannon was planted over agaioft the town ; and the
cimp was fortiied in fuch 2 manner with trenches, breall-worke,
and redoubts, s to render it impregnable.

Wit this was done, the marquis de Renti, who for feveral
Tours had amufed the enemy wich hopes that he intended to come
down from the hill, bégan to file off towards Lagny ; after hav-
ing planted a body of felect troops, under an officer of the name
of Bafta, in certain woody parts of the hill, to fecure his re-
treat. "

Tt King in the mean time knew nothing of what had pafed
on the other fide of the hill; and when he faw the marquis de
Renti depart, he fent a detachment after him to attack his rear,
and if poffible to difeover the dukes defign. But this detackment
fell unexpecedly among the Spanifh troops under Bafta; and a
furious rencounter enfiied, which eontinued with various fuccefs
till night, when both parties retired to their refpe@ive camps.
‘The king remained all night entirely ignorant of the operations
of the enemy. - He could not fuppofe that Farnefe, a general £o
diftinguifhed for his eaution, would  attempt to- tranfpore his
forces over the Marne, in order to advance to Paris; on the other
fide of that river, while {0 firong: a fortificd ‘pafs as Lagny luy
behind him.~ And it was @il more difficult to-believe, that in
the face of fich an army a5 lay ready to-attack him, he would
undertake the fiege of Lagny s efpecially as the river lay between
Him and that place. It was the Taft of thefe meafires however,
on which the duke of Parma had refolved; and all his movements

on
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on the day before had been made in order to fnfure fuccefs. Next
morning the king received intelligence of his defign, but He had
the mortification to perceive that it was Beyond his power to pre-
‘vent him fromm carrying it into execution. On each hand he was
perplesed: with infurmountable difficultics. "Thie fortifications of
the Spanifh army were already fo complete, that T could not
atack them with the fimalleft hopes of fuccefs.  If he fhould re-
main where he was, Lagny would certainly be Tofy and thereby
a paffage (o Paris opened on the other fide of the river; and if he
fhould traofport his army, in order to-fave Lagay, the duke would
then beat liberty. to march dicedlly by the road o dhis fide to
the relief of the befieged. !

THERE was no othier expedient in his power, but, while i
remained fn his prefent firuation, to fend reinforcements from.
time o time to the garrifon of Lagay.

THE duke of Parma mean while pullied forward the fiege of
that place with the utmoft celrity and vigour ; having, as already
mentioned, planted a battery on this fide of the river, he opencd.
it nest morning, and foon laid a great part of the wall in ruins,
‘The garrifon however il believed themfelves to'be fecure, as the.
siver was betwoen'them and the enemy 5 but the duke had thrown
a bridge of boats over it fome miles above the town, and had al-
ready tranfported feveral thoufsads of his braveft troops. Thefe
troops were ready to mount the breach as foon as it was made
praticable. Tn the firt affuult they were repulfed with great
bravery by the garrifon, but an error in military difcipline, come
mitted by La-fin, ¢he governor, quickly decided the fate of Lagny.
Tafledof relieving thofe who had fuflsined the fift afaule, by
changing them file by file, according to-an' efablifhed rule in the

defence
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BQOK defence of places, he attemped to do it all at ance, and thereby
\emm threw bis men into confufion. This blunder was perceived by
55 ihe affailants, who returned inflantly to the charge with redoubled
fury, and after taking La-fin himfelf prifoner, put moft of the
garifon to the fivord, while the king flood a forrowul fpeStator

of the lofs of the place, and the flaughterof his troops.

Besfor  Avren the taking of Lagny, no other oblacle remained to
prevent the Spaniacds from approaching Paris on that fide of the
tiver, but the garrifons at the bridges of St. Maur and Gharenton,
Thefe were cafly overcome, and the convoys with provifions ad~
vanced without moleflation o the gates of the city. The joy of
the Pasifians on this occafion may be more eafily imagined than
deferibed ; they poured forth in multitudes to. receive that food
of which they flood fo much in need, and every tongue celebrated
in the higheft firains the praifes of their deliverer.

grororde  No perfon admired more that dexterity by which the duke of
Parma bad accomplifhed his defign, than the King himfeIf; bu
his generous fpirit was feverely mortified, and he had the greater
seafon for the chagrin which he felt on this occafion ; becaufe, ify
inftead of encamping his army at Chelles, he had followed the
counfel of the wife La Nouc, and advanced as far as Claye,
TLagny might ave been faved, and the Spanih army fo long re-
tardeds that the Parifians muft have thrown themfelyes upon his
merey.

Hexny’s uneafinefs was greatly avgmented when he con-
Gdered, that at prefent it was impoffible for him by any bold
decifive flroke to retrieve his error.  He knew it fo be vain
<o cotertain the hopes of forcing the duke of Parma, now when
the end of his expedition was accomplifhed, to expofé his troops

o
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%0 the tiflc of a batle.  His own army was greatly weakened by B 0.0 &
ficknefsy and the fatigues of a long campaign. = All the couniry ————
round being laid wafte, he began to feel a fearcity of provifionsy
Bis exchiequer was exhaufted, and maay of his nobility and gene

try, who ferved at their own expence; having no farther expettas

tions this feafon of elther fubduing Paris, or compelling the ene~

my to engage, were impatient 1o depart. Determined by thefe

imotise, he rersed to S Denni, and having difbanded the gretel 1 1t
part of his forces, e fent the nobility to.provide for the fecurity of

the feveral provinees in which their interell lay, retaining only

#lying army of His beft troops, with which he intended during the
winter to check the progrefs of the enemy.

Ts little army was not £ formidable as to prevent the duke of
Parma from undertaking whatever enterprize he fhould inclinc.
At the defire of Mayeane, and the other heads of the league, e
1aid fiege to Corbeil ; and notwithftanding the moft obftinate rex
fiftance, he took it by affiult, bot not il he had fpent many days
in the fiege, and loft a great number of men.

Siege of Cor-
bl

Bexse defirous 1o preferve in his own hands an acquiftion.
~which ‘had eoft him fo dear, he propofed to the leaders of the,
league to put in: Corbeil a. garrifon of his Walloon or Lialian i
forces. By this propofal perhaps he meant only to make trial of
their difpofition towards the catholic king; or, confidering how:
averfe he himfelf had ever been to his prefent expedition, he ine.
tendedto- make Philip enfible of the difficulty of deriving any:
fabflantial advantage from taking fo deep an inteteft in the affirs,
of France:

Wi ATEVER was his motive, Mayenne, and the other leaders
declined confenting to bis propofal, and in their refufal gave him

Vou. IL. Rr a clear
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4 dlear difeovery of their jealoufy and fafpicion. This difcovery
confirmed him in his opinion, that matters were far from being
ripe for the execution of Philip's defigns, and that probably he
fhould never be able to accomplifh them by any other means than
by protraQing the war, til the firength and patience of the con~
tending patties were exhanfied. This plan had, as. mentioned
above, been recommended to Philip by the duke himfelf; and
conformably o it, he refolsed, fince ncither party was in inumes
dinte danger of being overpowered, to return to the Netherlands.
Othier motives concurred in determining him to form this refolu~
tion ; the inclemency of the feafon, the ficklinefs of his armyy
the want of money, and a fearcity of provifions; which laft was
fo great, as made it neceflary for him fometimes to fuffer bis
troops to plunder the inhabitants, although he forefaw that his
‘granting this permifhion muft not only prove prejudicial to his i
cipline, but contribute likewife to alienate the affedtions of the
people, and thereby to obftruét his mafters views.

Tas catholic leaders, who had expeted that he would have re=
mained in France til the king was totally fubdued, laboured with
smuch importunity to divert him from his purpofe; but all their
arguments were ineffectual. - The flate of affairs in the Nether-
Jands, he informed them, rendered his return indifpenfably ne-
ceffary, but he' would fend them “money, and leave fuch a
number of troops as would enable them to-profecite the war.
Neither the money * nor troops * which he promifed were anfwer=
able to the fanguine expe@tations which they had formed. . They
Gaw that Philip, notwithflanding the feeming zcal with which:

& Thinty thoufand dacts. < Between fve and fix hoatind.
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e had efpoufed their caufe, was furely-actuated by fome private 50 0%

motiveof ambition; that there was nothing farther from his in-
tention than 1o bring the war t0 a eonclufion, and that he would
never contribute effccually to- their gaining a vidtory over their
enemics, unlefs he Kimfelf were (o reap the fruits of it. They
found it negeflary however to conceal their fufpicions, and to
accept of the feanty: fupply. of money and troops which the duke
had offered.  Farnele in the mean time was preparing for his
march; and; as e could not doubt that Henry would give him
all the anroyance in his power, he employed the fame precautions
ashe had done formerly when he lefe the Netherlands. - Having
drawn up his army in. four divifions, he marched always o the
order of baule: the country through which he paffed. was die
ligently reconnoitred by the light horfe, and his camp was every
evening fecured by firong intrenchments.

B

NOTWITISTANDING thefe precautions, the king was determin= The duke .

o e

ed not to fuffer him o' return unmolefted. With this intention Kmi5.0%,

he had brought a felec body of troops to Compeigne, near the
borders of Picardy, and ke fet out with them from that place; as
foon as he got information of the enemy's route, inflamed with the
defire of taking vengeance for the injuries he had received. Henry
had full feope in- the prefent fcene of action for his wonted bra-
very and vigilance, nor did he fuffer any opportunity to efeape of
exerting thefe qualities with fignal damage to the enemy. - Hover-
ing perpetually round them, he attacked them fometimes in the
front, when they lealt expeied it, fometimes in the fank,
and fometimes in the rear, giving them no refpite night or
day, and filling their minds with continual apprehenfions and
alarms.

Rra No
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No general could have made greater cfforts with fo finall &

X, forces and if the Spaniards had been commanded by a general

T5g0r

A of
Tow oz

Iefs diftinguifhed than the duke of Parma for prudence and cit=
cumfpedion, it is impoffible, confidering the length of their march,
the badnefs of their roads, and the feafon of the year, but they
muft have been often thrown into confufion, ‘and the greater part
of them deftroyed.  But the duke’s vigilance was not inferior to
the a@tvity of the king; while he was perpetually on his guardy
and ever ready to aflilt whatever part of his army was attacked,
he fiffered no provocation to divert him from the profeeution of
‘his march; and at Jaft he brought his troops, though not without
confiderable lofs, yet in good order, into- the province of
Hlainault'.

P RETRCTR VT

P FLE duke of Parma, on bis rcurn o the Netherlads, foun:
that all the unbappy confequences which he foretold had:
arifen from: his abfence.  Having drained bis finances by the
Trench expedition, many of the troops left in the Low-Countries:
‘had muinied: on account of theit want of pay. - The forees of the
confederated Rates had over-run the fertile proviaces of Brabant
and Flanders; and prince Maurice having made himfelf mafter of
2 great number of the fmaller towns upon the frontier, had paved
the way for future conguefis.

Titess misfortuncs gave the duke of Parma the greater uneafi-
nefs, a8 he had little profpect of being able foon either to retrieve

¥ Diavl, 1y . Beativoglio, part . i v, Theasus, lib. scis, 68 v andis
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Bis loffes, or o make reprifaly on the eneny. - Finding by hisin- 5 0,0 &
flrucions ftom the eourc of Spain, that Philip was as much intoxi=

eated as ever with his ambitious views o France;. e was obliged
to flation thie greateft part of his troops in the provinces of Artols
and Haitiault, where they might be réady to march, if necelary,
to the affiflance of the league: Andthus feveral of the moft im-
‘postant towns, which lay next 1o the revolted provitices; beinfs
badly furnithed with garifons to defend them were expofed uin
cafy. prey to- the* encmy.: | The confederates were too fagacious
not o diféern the advantage which was thus prefented to them 3
and whereas they had, till lately,  been fatisficd with defending
their fronticr, which:they had done with much ansicty; and ofiea
without fuccels; they now took courage from ' the diftraions
in which Philip’s prepoficrous ambition had involyed him, and
refolved to exert themelyes with vigour in earrying on an offen=

T

five war.,

‘TuE: year one thoufand five hundred and ninety-one had Juft pce .
begun, when eolonel Norris led- out. the garrifon 'of Oféndy e abdws
‘which liad been reinforced: by troops from Englad ; and having.
taken the fort of Blakemberls,” betweon Offend and Sluys,’ he laid:
agreat part of Flinders open to hissincurfions.” Soor: sftersards:
anotlier patty of fhe forces:of the States Rirpriacd the! forts of
Turnhout and Weflerlo, in Brabant. But thefe conquells were:
inconfiderable svhen. compazed.with thofc of prince Maurice, who;
having ‘put his 4roops in motion, as, ealy as the fealon. would:
penit opeoed, the cam psiga with the. fege  of Zutphen, 0d 2y phen
foon compelled ghe garsifon 1o furrender.

Frow tlils place hie led: Kis demy againft Deverster; 2 towh of st Deven-
Rill greater importance than Zutphen, Deventer had been, as
above related, betrayed o' the Spaiards’by Sir Willia Stanley 5

and: .
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28K ani Maurice was carnefly folcited to isndertske. the fiege ofit,
WX this time, by colonel “Vere, avho was fired with the generous
43 ambition of wiping out the reptoach whichStanley’s treachery had
broughtupon his-countrymen. - Vere difplayed in this fiege all
that bravery and condugt, for which he is fo highly celebrated by
the cotemporary hiflorians § and next to Maurice, who'conduded
theattack with confummate prudence; he principally contributed to
the redu@ion of the place. - It. was vigoroufly "defended by the
count de Berg, coufin-german to-the prince; but the count being
grievoully wounded, and the wall on- that fide where Vere com-=
suts Jose,  manded laid in ruins, the garifon capitulated in a few days afier
opening the  trenches, and ‘the inhabitants returned under obex

dience (o the States

‘Tue duke of Parma in the mean time laid fiege to the fort of
Knotzeaberg, which Maurice had builc in the end of the preced-
ing year. By this fort, the confederates commanded the naviga-
tion of the river, and -gave’ fuch annoyance ‘to Nimeguen, as.
made the duke cxtremely. uncafy sbout the fate of that im=
portant eity. Tn’order to conceal his. defign, he direfied his
march fielt towards the fort of 'Schenck,  But Maurice was
not deceived by this feiat, and had taken care to firengthen
the garrifon. of Kootzenberg with an addidon of fome cholen
troaps.

Headws ‘T duke therefore met with the moft vigorous refiftance, nd
SEShEih 10 0 great mumber of his men ; il however, he perfified in the
fege. . Mautice, dreading his fuccefs, relinquithed a cheme which

he had formed for the redu@ion of Groningen, and having pafled

the Waal, he pitched his camp withio ight of the enemy. | Aste

£ Vide Bentvoglio, p. 350 Giotve p. 145, Meteren, 9. 532,
did
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did ot pollei: fufficient force to attack their Tines, he intended
oily to encourage the garrifon by his prefence, or to firaiten the
duke’s quarters; and to intercept his convoys: Many fkitmifhes
‘paled with various fuccefs, till Mauriceat tength found anfoppot-
tunity of putting in-practice’ the following Mfatagem ' having
planted an arabufh of his braveft troops, lie marched up to the
cacmy’s camp, ateended by count Solmes and colonel Vere, at the
head of fome companies of horfe. The'duke, lefs circumfpect and
cautious on this occafion than ufual, fent out ten companics of
Spanifh and Ialian horfe t0 attack him. A fierce rencounter en~
fued.  Agreeably to orders, the prince’s troops foon turned their
backs and fled.  The royalifts purfued with ardour, till they had
palled a narrow defife and a bridge, when Maurice returned fud~
denly o the charge, and the foldiers in ambuth pouring in-upon
them from both fides, their return to the camp was intercepted,
and almoft all of them were put to the fivord or taken pri-
foners.

Titts difafter afii@ted the dike of Parma in the moft fenfible
manner; a great number of the offcers who fell were his country=
men, many. of whom were: perfons of rank, in’ whofe fortuns
he was particulasly interefled. He pereeived that, if he remain-
ed in his prefent fituation, he mult find it extremely difficult, frony
the diminution of Kis cavalry, to fupply his army with provitions,
and he had not as* yet made any confiderable progeefs im the-
fiege.

He' would fill however have:profecuted his ‘enterprife; if he
liad ot been obliged to"defit from it by érders which he e
ceived from Philip, (o' a6 only on the defenfive in the Nether-
Tands; ‘and 1o fpare his troops as mich s pofible for arlother ex-

pedition-
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‘pedition into France, Maurice: hoped 1o have: gained: fome'ad-
vantage -over Farnefe in bis. reteeat from Knotzenberg s ‘but
both in.this, and in. his pafige over the Waal, fuch, wife pre-
cautions. were employed, as. zendered it impofible for the prince
10annoy bims while they filed that young hero with the higheft
adwiration of the duke of Parma’s fkill, and furnifhed bim with
important leffons in the military ast, which he put in pradice on
many. occafions afterwards with fignal glory and fuscefs.

Havix paffed the river, and put his troops in fafety, the
duke ordered new levies to be made in Germany, Burgundy,
and the fouthiern provinces of the Netherlands ; after which, he
syent, on_ account of his indifpofition,, to drink the waters at
Spa. e had no fooner fet out, than prince Maurice having em-
barked four thoufand foot and fix hundred hoefe, made a fudden
defeent on that part of Flanders called the county of Waes, and
invefled the town of Hulft. Mondragone, the governor of Ant-
werp, loft no time in drawing together fuch forces as weee flation=
<d'in the ncighbouring places, with an intention to raife the fiege.
But Maurice baving pierced: the dykes, had-laid the country.an~
dex waters and readered it impofBible for Mondragone o approachs
Agrecably to the intelligence which had induced the prince to.en~
gage in bis prefent enterprie; the garrifon of Hulft was weak,
and they were badly furnifhed both with provifions and military
flores. Their defence. thercfore. was, fpicilefs and fecble, and.
they foon agreed to a furrender.

Fros Hult, Maurice returaed unexpe@edly 1o Knotzenberg:s
and as there was. no Spanifh army near, he, threw a bridge over
the Wasl, and Jaid ficge to Nimeguen. ~ The garsiton,, confifling:
of Germans. and Walloons, made feveral fallies to setard Jiis.aps

proach
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proach; and, if they had been feconded by the townfmen, the re-
dudion of a place of fo great extent and firength 35 Nimeguen,
mult have detained him long. But he had for fome time paft
Beld a fecret correfpondence with fome of the principal inha-
bitants, and, the people in general were extremely difaffedted to
the Spanifh goverament. They took courage now, when Maurice
was at hand to fiupport them, and having rifen tumuliuouly, re-
quired the garrifon, in the moft peremptory manner, to put an
end to their calamities by a furrender of the town, The garrifon,
confeious of their inability to refift both the citizens and the ene~
my, complied with their requelt; and Maurice was received by
them rather as their deliverer from flavery, than as a conqueror
by whofe arms they had been fubdued. ' They were admitted to
the fame privileges as the other towns of the confederacy; and
although the adminifiration was put ito the hands of the pro-
teflants, yet no punifhment was inflicted on any of the catholics,
by whom the city had been kept fo long under the Spanifh
government.

AFTER this important acquifition, Maurice fet out for the
Hague, and received there the moft flattering teflimonies of gra-
de, auachment, and relpet. The prudence with which his

enterprizes had been concerted, and the celerity and vigour with

which he had carfied them into execution, filled all Europe with
his renown, and gave his countrymen the moft fanguine hopes of
future profperity and fuccefs.

TrEix condition was extremely different at this period from
what it had ever been fince the confederacy had been formed : il
Tately they had experienced an uninterrupted courfe of calamities 3
they had been perpetually difturbed with intefline broils, and had

Vou. IL Ss lived
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Jived undeét continual anxiety, occafioned partly by the neighbour-

X0 ood of thei aflive enterprifing enenny, and partly by the perfi-

Tson

Freachafis.

dious defigns of thofe whom they had intrufled with the reios of
government. But their domeftic diflenions were now compofed
the enemy was removed o 4 greater diftance, and their frontier
was formed cither by towns ffongly fortfied, or by navigable
sivers, in which they could avail themfelves of the fuperiority of
hcir naval foree,  They weré no Tonger difquicted by fufpicions
of the fidelity of their governors; and thc lofs which they had
fuffered by the death of the prince of Orange, was compenfated by
the extraordinary merit of his (o s

Bur there was nothing which contributed fo much to infpire
them with their prefent hopes, s their knowledge of Philip's
attention being fill as much engroffed as cver with the affirs of
France. Tn profecution of. his plan for acquiring the fovercignty
of that kingdom, by fomenting the war, he had, affer the duke
of Parma raifed the fiege of Paris, afforded the Ieaders of the
Lesguie only fuch afiftance as was ncceffary 10 fave them from be-
ing overwhelmed. Their power was at this time exceedingly
reduced, while that of the king had received a proportional aug-
‘mentation. By his bravery and good condud, joined to his
clemency and moderation, Henry had allured great numbers of
bis rebellious fubjedts to their duty ; and had, at the fame time,
engaged the proteftants in Germany, and the gucen of England,
‘o interelt themfelves more deeply than ever in his caufe. For fe-
veral months paft be had been abfolute mafter of the field, and

he had lately begun the fiege of Rouen, with an army amounting
nearly to thirty thoufand horfe and foo. Both the town and gar-
ifon were commanded by the Sicur e Villars, who difplayed the
bighel degree of intrepidity, vigilance, and fkill in the defence.

But
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Bat there was litele probability of his being able to defend it long.
againt fo powerful an army, whofe operations were conduced by
fo great a mafter,in the art of war.

Tux duke de Mayenae; and other catholic leaders, dreaded,
that the reduction of fo important a place as Rouen, would prave
fatal to their party, and they had exerted themfelves firenvoully
1o relieve it; but having no army, with which they could ven=
ture to cater the Jifts with the king,),they had recourfe 5. fors
merly to Philip, and.fpared,no pains to convince. him,, that if
he did not fpeedily. interpofe, Rouen, and, all, the other -towns
in heir poffeflion, muft ere long fubmit to the king’s victorious
arms: They were feconded iin their application by the Spanifi
minifters in' France; and in confequence of inftracions fent from
Madrid to'the duke of Parma, that general; afict his return from:
Spa, had been entirely- cecupicd in preparing to lead his drmny
a fecond time to the afliffance of the league.

His preparations were finiflied about the middle of December,
and on the 21ft of that' month'hie began his march, taking the o
fame precautions as in his former expedition. He was joined
by the duke de Mayenne in'the province of Picardy, and his
army, after the ‘reinforcement brought him by the duke
amounted to five and twenty thoufand foot and fix thoufand
horfe,

As in order to preferve, his troops frefh and vigorous, be
marched only a-few. miles each day, it was near the end of Ja-
nuary before he reached the province of Normandy. At that
time the fiege of Roucn was far advanced, and the garrifon was
reduced to the laft extremity. When the king therefore heard
of the duke of Parma’s approach, he could not refolve to relin-
it i eterpeife but e e ki ifansy o pofcue the

Ss2 fiege,
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BOOK fiege, and advanced towards the duke with his eavalry, in iopes
o
O hat, by haraffing and retarding him on bis march, the garrifon
o would be obliged to capitulate before he could arrive.

Dugeret BY his vigilance, intrepidity, and quick difcernment, Henry
Hewyat (ag admirably fitted for the bold ‘and dangerous enterprife in

which he was now engaged ; but his impetuous courage was not
always under the government of prudence, and betrayed himt
fometimes into rafh and defperate ‘attempts, more becoming an
officer of inferior rank, then a general or'a king. ~OF this he
gave a firiking proof in his condu@ on the prefent oceafion.
Having advanced before the reft of the cavalry with three or
four hundred borfe, he met unexpecedly, near the town of
Aumale, with the forcrunners of the duke of Parma's army,
and he repulfed them with litde difficulty; . but althoughy the
whole Spanifh army was in fight,  he would not retire till be had
taken a view of the order of their march, nor even after he faw
the duke’s light horfe advancing towards him.  With thee like-
wife he encountered, and fought long and defperately, "till
‘many of his troops had fallen by his fide, and he himfelf was
wounded.  Had not the duke of Parma fufpected an ambufcade,
e might cafily have cut off the king's retreat. He was urged by
Mayenne to fend forward more troops for that purpofe ;. but he
refufed to comply with the duke's requeft; and when he yias
afterwards reminded of the opportunity which he had loft, he
replied, that he could not reprosch himfelf for his condu@, as
he fuppofed, that, in the king of Navarre, he had a great general
10 contend with, and not merely the captain of & troop of horfe.

Henry was no fooner able, after his wound, to get on horfe-
back, than he refumed his firft defign of annoying the enemy on
their march; and this he did with more cireumfpettion than

cfoe,
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Befor, but with fuch indefutigablevigor and and adlvity, as kept #,0 &

the duke of Parma in perpetual alarms: | Several warm rencoun-
ters pafled, in which the fuccefs ' was various. The duke’s vi-
gilance, and the pecfeet difcipline which he maintained, pre-
ferved his army from fuflaining any great calamity. His march
however was confiderably retarded, and there was much teafor
to apprehend, that the befieged would be compelled to furrender
before he could advance to dheir relief.

Noruing lefs than the intrepidity and fkill of Villars could b
have protracted the fiege to fo great a length. . This brave ‘man, lars
far from having any thoughts of eapitulating, afpired to the
glory of maifing the fiege without the afiflance of the Spaniards,
With this - view he refolved to take advantage of the abfence
of the king, and to exert at once his whole force in an ate
tack on the befiegers. Never was attack conduced with more®
intrepidity and vigor. Great numbers of the royalifis were.
Put to the fivord;the marthal de Bion, their commander in,
chicf, was wounded; their trenches were, filled up; - many of
their cannon were fpiked, or buried in the ditch ; and their flores,
of provifion and ammunition were either carried iato the town
or deflroyed.._ Villars was at laft repulfed, and obliged to retire
within the walls 3 but ot till the enemy had fuffered fo much
Tofs by the deftrution of their works and. fores, that be expecied
10 be able to defend the town for feveral months longer, if ks
garrifon were reinforced.

Or this happy change in his' ituation; Villars gave immedi
ate notice o the duke of Parma, and adviled him to turn his
arms to fome other quarter, where they might be employed with
greater advantage 10 the common caufe. It was fufpected, that
vaaity.had confiderable influence in promptiog Villars to give

this.
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s advice,  The duke: was within: two'days march of ' Rouén
when he received ity and he immediately called a council 6f war
1o confider of what was proper to be done.

e was Nimfelf of opinion, thit he ought fill to purfoe his.
mmanch, in ordér 10 attack the enemy before they had recovered,
from their confufion; and he ‘obferved, that if he (hould only
fend a reinforcement (o the garrifon, as the governor had defired,.
the King of Navarre would inflantly renew the operations of the
fcgey and probably cxert himfelf with greater vigour than before.
Bot the duke de Mayenac: and. the other Frenchi nobiliy, lefs
bold on. his oscafion than. the duke of Parma, reprefented, that
sotwithflanding the dififer which had befallen the royalifs, it
would be extremely dangerous to attack them in their intrerchi~
ments whillt their cavalry were fo pumerous; that when the no-
bility, Who ferved without pay and ‘were already impatient
under the length of the fiege,  and the rigour of dhe feafon, faw
{hat there s no profpe@ of 4 battle, they would leave the
camp ‘and retive o their zefpeive homes; - that the duke might
hen attack ihie King wih thie highelt probability of fuccefs; and
hat 6l then the troops might cither be employed in fome other
enterprite, or condued to winter-quarters, whence they might
e forth frelh and vigorous, When'a more advantageous feafor
for a@ion foold arrive. Whether Mayenne fpoke from con-
Jidtion on this oceafion, or from his dread of the duke of Par-
me’s acquiring 100 great a fuperiority over the King is doubtful:
Farnefe was not cntirely fatisfied, with his reafoning, and could
ot approve of a refolution to negle@ one favourable opportunity,
on account of. the uncertain, expedation of another.  But as the
propofl was perfedly. confflent with his plan of protraling the
war, he complied with. it5. and,. having feat cight hundred

feleet
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fele@ traops to reinforce the garrifon of Rouen, he led his army.
back to Picardy, and invefled the town of St. Efprit de Rue,

“HE had 10 fooner fet out, than the king applied himfelf with
the utmoft diligence to the profecution of the icge of Ronen'; and
as he received at

time a fealonable fupply of cannon and ame
‘munition from the States of Holland, he was enabled to carry on
his operations with greater fuccefs than ever,

In a few weeks the garrifon was again; reduced to the moft
critical fituation, and  Villars, notwithftanding. d:e
9f vhiclyhe had lately given fo Rrong.a proof, was obliged o let
the duke of Parma know, that i he did siot return.to his selicf
before the twentieth of April, he would find it necelTary to give
up the town.  Mayenne was now as folicitous to perfuade the
duke of Parma, to.lead his army againft the Kirig, & e had bess.
formerly. reluant ‘and. averfe. ' Aad the duke more readily
yielded to his defire, as certain intelligence had been received,
that, agrecably to Mayennc's prediction,  the cavalry in the king's
army did not at this fime amount 1o more than the/KAlf-of their
former number. - Having drawn. off bis troops from St. Efpric
de Rue, he fet out without delay for Rotien, and proseeded with
{o' great expedition, that he performed the fame march in fix.
days, which had formerly coft him twenty,

s ing was ‘equally difippoiated and Rirprifed when' he
heard of bis approach.'| He dreaded 'the dangér o which his
army would be expofed, if he remained in his prefent firuation,
between fo brave a garrifon on the one hand, add the Spanifh:
army on the other;. and he would have gone to- meet the duke
of Parma at a diftance from the town; buc finding,
accurate review of his troops,

confidence,

upon an

that they were greatly inferior in

aumber to the enemy, he raifed the fiege; after it had lafied
x

five:
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five months, and retired to Pont de PArche, with a refolution to
sialt there for the return of his nobility. The duke of Parma
in the mean time advanced in battle array, and. entered Rouen
in a kind of tiumph. From Rouen he led his army, by the
advice of Mayenne, and the other leaders of the league, againtt
Gaudbes, which it was thought necellary to. reduce, before the
deliverance of Rouen could be deemed complete:

In taking a review of the fortifieations, and marking the
ground for batteries, which he did, as on other occafions, with
his ‘own hand, he received a wound by a mufket-ball, which
entered his ‘arm a little below the elbow, and pierced downward
il it lodged in his writ, Without any change in his voice or
counténance; he continued to give his orders as before, ror could
his fon and the othet by-flanders perfuade’ him to retire till he
had inflruted them fully in his-defigns. Tn order to difcover
the courfe of the ball, his fiirgeon found. it neceffiry to make
three different incifions ; and the pain occalioned by thefe and
the wound brought on a fever, which confined him -to his
bed for ' feveral  days. -This accident had almoft proved fatal
to his army and to the league.. The fiege of Caudbec was ‘con=
dudied agrecably to his. dire@tion, and was foon brought to a
conclufion; but in undertaking this fiege, the duke had com-
mitted the only confiderable blunder which we mect with in the
hiftory of his life. Caudbec lies in the peninfula of Caux,
which is formed by the Scine on the weft, and the fea and the
siver d'Eu, or Brelle, on the north and eaft. As the king, by
pollefing the towns of Eu, Arques, and Dippe, commanded
the entrance into Caux from the eaft, it was impofGible for the
army of the league to get out of it, but cither by croffing the
Seine, or returning fouthward the fame road by which they
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had eatered the peniofula.. In this way they might have efeaped, 50,0 &
if they had atempted i¢ in.time ; and perhaps they, would have v
done [o, had it not been judged neceffary for the general’s reco-
that he thould remain for feveral days at Gaudbec.

(s

)

Tue king quickly perceived the advantage which was prefented Tie S
0 him, and exerted himfelf with ardour to improve it, Having, “ 5o’
immediately after he had raifed the fiege of Rouen, difpatched
mellengers to fummon his nobility to return to  his camp, they
had obeyed his fummons with their wonted alacrity; and in the
fpace of a few days, his army was augmented to feventeen thou-
fand foot, and between feven and eight. thoufand horfe.  With
this army he Ieft Pont de L'Arche on the 3oth of April, and ar-
ived on the fame day within fight of the enemy, who had in-
camped at Yvetot, which lics at the diffance of three or four miles
from Caudbec

HIENRY’s firft care was to fortify his camp in.fuch a manner,
that it might not be in the power of the enemy 10 compel him to
eogage; and his next, to make himfelf mafler of all the defiles
through which they might attempt to force their paffage.
Many bot rencounters bappened, in which bath parties gave
confpicuous proofs of prowes and intrepidity. The royalifls
were frequently repulfed from their flations, and much blood
swas fpile. Butatlaft they accomplifhed their defign, and hemmed.
in the enemy fo clofely, that it was no longer pradticable for
them.to,approach to the outlet from the peniofula. In this ftua-
tion they remained a fortnight, - Their flock of provifions was
almoft fpent, and Henry began o indulge. the flatering hope,
that in  few days they would Jay down their arms.

Vou 11, e Norua
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NorHinG but the bold inventive genius of the duke of Parma
could have faved them from this difgrace: he had erred when he
entered the peninfula, while f vigilant an enemy as Heary was
£ near. Neither the importunity of the chiefs of the league, nor
his ignorance of the country, nor the hopes of Gnifhing his enter-
prize before the king could arrive, are entirely foffcient to juftify
his conduct.  But he now fully atoned for his imprudence in ex-
pofing bis troops to {0 great a ik, by the extraordinary capacity
and vigour which he exerted in their deliverance.

As foon as he had recovered from the diftrefs oceafioned by his
wound, and taken a view of the pofition and frength of the enc-
my, he perceived that it would be in vain to attempt to force
their lines 5 and confequently, that there was 1o other way by
which he could fave his army from captivity or ruin, but by
tranfporting it over the river. To this expedient he refolved to
have recourfe, and he communicated his defign to the duke de
Mayenne, and fome others of his moft experienced officers, who
all pronounced it to be impradticable. They knew how difficult
it was to pafs even the moft inconfiderable river in fight of an ene-
my, and they could not conccive it pofible for an army fo much
encumbered with artillery and baggage, to pafs fo broad a river
2s the Seine at Caudbee, when not only a powerful enemy, fo vi-
gilant as the king, but the Dutch fhips of war likewife, were pre-
pared to obfiruct their paflage.

T duke was fully fenfible of all the difficulties with which
his enterprize mult be attended, but as the urgent neceffity of his
ftuation would ot faffer him t6 relinquifh it, he perfified in His
refolution of attempting to carry it into execution,

HaviNG
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Havixe firl cleared the river of the Dutch (hips, by planting .90 K
batteries along the banks, he ordered the Sieur de Villars to hold ——
all the boats and barks at Rouen in readinefs, and to preparea '
‘number of rafts of firong beams fit for tranfporting the artillery.
After this, taking advantage of a thick mift, on the 16th of May,
he fent out his cavalry by day-break, as if he intended an attack,
and while the enemy were thus amufed, he drew off his infantry
from Yvetot to Caudbee, The cavalry followed; and as foon
as they had retired, the king advanced with all his forces, having
10 fufpicion of the duke’s defign, and wondering that he thould
have chofen to move his camp to ituation in which it was more
confined’ and ftraitened than before,  Henry fiill thought of
nothing but blocking up the paffages, and fortifying his camp fo
as not to be obliged to accept of battle.

Wittv the King was thus occupied, the duke employed a great
number of pioneers in raifing two forts, one on each fide of the
river, dire@tly oppofite to each other, which he planted with can-
non, and Tined with mufketeers. To prevent the king from tak-
ing the alarm, he maintained all the fame appearances as for-
merly, of a deflign to enlarge his quarters, and frequent fkirmithes
swere fought.

Ar laft cvery thing neceffary being prepared, the rafis and the
boats (of which there was a great number at Rouen employed in
the river-trade) fell down with the ebbing tide, in the evening of
the 20th of May;; and, on the fame night, the greatclt part of the
txoops, artillery, and baggage was tranfported. . The king per-
ceiving carly next morning a change in. the appearance of the
cnemy's camp, fent the baron de Biron to reconnoitre it. The
baron returned immediately at full gallop, calling: out, that the

T Spaniards
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Spaniards were paffing the river, - Heary fet out without delay, at
the head of his cavalry. - When he came in fight, he had the mor-
tification to Gbferve, that only two or three thoufand of the Spa-
niards remained onthis: fide, and that they were: o fkilfully de=
fended by the fort, that he could not approach them without fcri
fcing the lives of many of his troops.’ He then planted his art
Jery on a bill whichi commanded the paffage, and the Dutch hips
came up the river from Quillebeuf ; but before the cannon were
ready to fire, and before the Dutch were near enough to do execu-
tion, the rear of the Spaniards, conducted with much prudenee by
prince Rannucio, the duke of. Parma’s fon, had landed fafe on the
other fide; and fet the boats on fire,

Nerter the king nor any of 'the French nobility had ever
fulpected that fuch a retreat was poffible; and this circumflance,
joined to the nature of the ground near Caudbec, which cone
cealed the duke of Parma’s operations, contributed not a little to
the fortunate iffi of his cnterprife. - Henry had for feveral days
entertained the moft fanguine hopes of gaining a decifive vilory,
which would probably have given him immediate poffeffion of his
kingdom 5 and his mortification now was in proportion to the
confidence of his former expectations : it was the more fenfible
and galling, as his infantry was fo much exhaufied by the hard-
hips of a tedious winter's campaign, that it was impoffible for
him at prefent cither to purfu the enemy, or to refume the fiege
of Rouen. The duke de Mayenne entered this city with a pare
of the forces, and the duke of Parma’direéted his march towards
the Netherlands, where he arrived in a few weeks without rea
ceiving any moleflation by the way ",

* Diavls b3, Bentivog

b.vi; and Thosos, T i,
WaiLe™
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Wt Le Philip thus kept alive the flames of war in France, he
had the good fortune to preferve his Spanifh dominions in a flate
of undifturbed tranquillity ; and as a kingdom in this fituation
furnifhes fesw materials for iftory, hardly any tranfaction pafled
in Spain during feveral years preceding the prefent period that
deferves to be recorded ; but in. the courfe of this year an afair
happened, which, while it marks the character, and thews the
fecret life of Philip, was attended with the moft ferious con~
fequences.

Havixg been engaged in a love intrigue with Anoa
Mendoza, princefs of Eboli', he had committed the conduct
of it to his fecretary Antonio Perez, who, having frequent
opportunities of converfing with that princefs, had become no
lefs enamoured of her than the king; and it was generally
believed that the had made him a full return to the paffion
which er beauty had ifpireds ~ At the time when Antonio's cor-
refpondence with the princefs was much talked of, Efeovedo, the
d and confident of Don John of Auflria, had arrived from the
Netherlands, to folicit the king for the return of the Ttalian and
Spanifh forces; and finding the fecretary averfe to Don John's
defigns, he refolved to take vengeance on him, by making a dif-
covery (o the king of what was reported of Aatonio’s familiarity
with the princefs of Eboli. Philip readily believed. this intelli-
genee, and conceived an implacable refentment againft the fecre-
tary 5 but he was animated at the fame time with hatred o lefs
implacable towards Efcovedo; who he believed, had fomented
Don John's ambition, and would fooner or later engage that
prince in fome defperate enterprize inconfiflent-with his allegi~

§ Tho wife of Roy Gomes de Sila.
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ance. Philip refolved to employ one of thefe men as the inftru-
‘ment of his vengeance againft the other, and gave a private order
to Perez to have Efcovedo affafinated. 'This order was executed
without delay, and foon afterwards a profecution was begun
agaiaft the murderer, with Philip’s permiffion, by the widow and
children of Efcovedo. ~Philip intended by this meafure to remove
all fufpicions of being acceflory to the murder. But dreading.
that Perez might, for his own exculpation, make a full difcovery,
he wrote him feveral leuers with his own hand, requiring that he
would conceal the order which had been given him, and affuring
him, that a flop fhould foon be put to the profecution. It was
ftopped accordingly ; and although Perez was forbid to come to
court himfelf, he was allowed for fome years to tranfadk the feve-
ral branches of public bufinefs which had been intrufied to him,
by his deputies or clerks. But no time could affuage the king's
refentment : after fix years he commanded him to be tied for
malverfation in the difcharge of his office, and having ordered
fine of thirty thoufand ducats to be impofed on him, he threw him,
into prifon, and loaded him with chains. Perez was offer-
ed his liberty, on condition that he fhould give up all the
king's letters relative to the murder of Efcovedo. He deliver-
ed fome of them, and was releafed; but Philip was no fooner
in poffeffion of the letters, than a new procefs on account of the
murder was commenced.  Perez was again thrown into prifon, and
put to the torture ; and he now perceived, that nothing lefs than
his death was intended. With the affilance of his wife and
friends he efcaped, and fled to Arragon, his native country,
where he expedted to avail himfelf of the rights and privileges of
the Arragonians.  Philip no fooner heard of his efcape, than he
difpatched certain officers after him, who'overtook him in the

3 Y town
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" town of Calataiude; and having forced him from a monaflery,
where he had taken refuge, conduted him to Saragoffa. When
he arrived in that city, he appealed to the Juftiza, to whom, ac~
cording o a fundamental law of the conftitution, an appeal was
competent from every other judge whether civil or ccclefiaftical.

By the Juftiza, Perez was lodged in the flate prifon, called the
Manifeftation, to remain there till his caufe fhould be tried. But
although no perfon could legally enter this prifon, without the
fpecial permiffion of the Juftiza, the marquis of Almenar, the
King's attorney for Arragon, broke into it with a body of armed
men, and carried off Perez to the prifon of the Inquifition. The
people, who had ever been accuftomed to hold the: perfon and au-
thority of the Julliza in the highet veneration, were inflamed
with rage at this indigaity, and having rifen tumultuoully, they
refcued Perez from the inguifitors, furrounded the marquis of
Almenar, and after reviling him as traitor o the liberty of his
<country, maltreated him in fuch a manner that he died foon after-
wards of his wounds.

Perez was again lodged in the prifon of flate, and remained,
there for feveral months, during which time the governor, or
viceroy, ordered thirteen of the principal lawyers of Saragofla,
to examine whether the caufe belonged more properly to the
Jultiza, or to the court of inquifition. After long deliberation
ey declared, that it would be a violaton of the libertics of Ar-
ragon, if Perez were tried by any other judge than che Juftiza ;
‘but afterwards, being cither corrupted or intimidated, they re-
verfed this fentence, under the pretence of the prifoner’s having
held a fecret correfpondence with the king of France, a heretic,
and pronounced that it belonged to the inquifition to take cogni-

fance of his canfe.
Tuz
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BOOK . Tup Jutiza paid no regard to this opinion of the lawyers, but
—— perfified in defending the privileges of his office, and in refufing
9% to deliver up the prifoncr. The viceroy had recourfe to force 3
and having drawn together a great number of the familiars of the
inquifition, he broke open the flate prifon, loaded Percz with
chains, and was carrying him off in a fort of triumph, when the
people arofe a fecond time, and fet him at liberty. ~ He immediately
left the town, aud made his cfeape into France, where he gave
ufeful information to the king with regard to the defigns and

‘meafures of the court of Spain,

Purwrz in the-mean time refolved not to negledt the opportu-
nity which this fedition of the Arragonians afforded him, to fhew
how little he regarded thofe rights and privileges of which they
had thewn themfelves fo tenacious.  Having formed an army of
the troops which were quartered in different parts of Caflile, he
gave the command of it to Alphonfo Vargas, with inftrudions to
march to Saragoffa with the utmoft expedition s and to prevent
the Arragonians from preparing for refilance, he gave out that
this army was intended to afit the catholics in France. The
Arragonians however having received certain_intelligence of
his defign, began to prepare for their defence, Lanuf, the
Julliza, having convened the principal inhabitants, and read
to them & fundamental law of theie conflitution, by which it is
declared, that they have a Tight to oppofe by force the entrance
of forcign troops into Arragon, cven though the king himfelf
fhould lead them, it was decreed with unanimous confent, that
conformably to this law they fhould take up arms on the pre-
font occafion, to prevent the entrance of the Caftilians under
Vargs, .

INTIMATION
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INTIMATION of this decree was fent to the other cities of the
provinee, and the inhabitants of Saragofly repaired in great num-
bers to the flandard of liberty that was ereéted.  Butthey had no
leader of fuficient capacity to conduét them, and there was no
time for the people in other places to come 1o their affifance.
Vargas having arrived much fooner than they expedted, they were
overwhelmed with tercor, and thresy down their arms,

Vancas entered the city without oppofition, and calt fuch of
their leaders as had not made their efeape into prifon. Among
thefe were the duke de Villa Hermofa; the count of Acands, and
the Juftiza. - The two firlk he fent prifoners to Madrid, but he put
the Jultiza publicly to death without either trial or fentence, and
then confifeated his cffects, and levelled his houfes with the
ground; ordering proclamation to be made in the city, that fuch
fhould be the punithment of all thofe who, like Lanufa, hould
adventure to difpute the authority of the king.

Ttk people heard this infuliing proclamation with unfpeake
able grief and indignation ; but they were obliged to fament in
fecret the ruin of thofe invaluable rights which they were unable
10 defend. The palace of the inquifition was fortifid, that it
might ferve the purpofe of a citadel; and a firong body of Calli-
lian troops were quartered there and in the town, where they re-
mained ill the minds of the citizens were thoroughly fubdued.
Philip thought it unaceellary to abolith formally their conflitution
of government, as he had given them fufficient proof how infig-
nificant they would find i, if they fhould ever truft to it as a bac-
ier againft the encroachments of the regal power.

WL this tranfaion pafed in Spain, the duke of Parma had
returned from France 1o the Netherlands, -and. from  thence
Vor.II, Uu he
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the bad fate of bis health had made it neceffary for him to go
once more to drink the waters at Spa. In the time of his French
expedition, many of the troops which he had left behind him had
mutinied; and on his return from Spa he had the mortification
to find, that prince Maurice had fbdued the twoimportant towis
of Stcenwich and Coverden, although the former of thefe. places
had been fortified in the frongeft manner, and was defended
by a brave and determined garifon of one thoufand fix hun-
dred men.

Trre duke’s chagrin at thefe evenits, contributed to quicken the
progrefs of his difeafe, which having baffled the power of me-
dicine, had now reduced him [0 low, that finding Kimfelf unable
to fulfl the daties of his office; he had applied to the king for li-
berty to retire.

Bur Philip believing that no other perfon was fo able to bring
his fchemes in France to the defired iffue, refufed to gran his re-
queft; and when he figaified his refufal, feat him inftruions to
return as foon as poffible to the affitance of the League. The
duke would not defert a ftation which he had filled with fo much
Tonour, and refolved to firuggle with his diftemper to the laft.
Having by new levies fupplied fome of the vacancics in his army,
he went, on the 2gth of Ofober, to Arras, and there applied
with his wonted affiduity to haften the neceffary preparations
for his expedition. The frength of his mind counterba~
Janced for feveral wecks the weaknefs of his body. From the
vigour which e difplayed, thofe about him conceived hopes that
Tis death was fill at a confiderable diftance.  But on the third of
December, immediately after figning fome difpatclies whicht had
been prepared for his fubfeription, he expired in the forty-

{eventh
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feventh year of his agc, and the fourteenth of his government of
the Netherlands.

T this maniner died Alexander Farnefé, duke of Paima, who
claims our admiration, no lefs for' his ‘pelitical wifdom and faga<
city, than on account of thoft: more fplendid military talents which
have procured him fuch diftinguifhed renown. It was by his
prudence, moderation, and ‘addrefs, more thaa by the force 'of
arms, that he re-dnited fo great 2’ part of the Netherlands to the
Spanifh monarchy ; and if Philip had paid the fame regard to
his opinion on all occafions, which he did on fome, it s probable
¢hat the United Provinces would have been compelled to return
to their allegiance. England might in that cafe have been fub=
dued, and France might have been fiallowed up by the exorbitant
power of Spain. Though it was happy for Europe that Philip,
‘blinded by flattery and ambition, refufed to liften to the counfels
that were offered him, yet we muft admire that fuperior fagacity
and penetration by which they were fuggefted.

“Tus duke of Parma in his youth gave no indications of thofe
extraordinary qualities with which nature had endowed him,
and men were even difpofed to think unfavourably of his under-
flanding; but in the war the Turks, in which he ferved
under Jobn of Aufira, the flame of his genius broke forth, and
‘burnt afterwards through the whole of his life with unabating
fplendor. His perfon was graceful, his cyes lively and penctrat-
ing, his manners courteous, his addre(s infinuating, and his tem-
per generous and humane.

His vices, fays a refpectable Dutch writer*, were thofe of the
age in which he lived, o of the court i which he had been

and claratter.

* Grotoe,

Vuz educated ;
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0K educted; but what thefe vices were, neiher this, nor any othee
X hiftorian has informed s, He appears not to have poffeffed that

e

winning fimplicity of manners, that perfec ingenuity and can-
dour, by which his great rival for military fame, the French
‘monareh, was fo eminendly diftinguifhed ; yet the protelant, as
well ‘as popifh hiftorians acknowledge, that as e was dutiful
and faithful to his prince, fo he maintained the moft inviolable
fidelity in all his engagements with the people of the Nether-
Laads who fubmitted to his arme,
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FTER the death of the duke of Parma, Philip committed

the government of the Netherlands to count Peter Erneft
of Manfvelds, whom he ordered t0 fend an army, without delay,
under the command of his fon count Charles, to the affftance
of the League, In obedience to this order, Charles immediately
began his march with fix thoufand foot and one. thoufind horfe,
which was the greatet number of troops that could be fpared
from the defence of the Netherlands, Thefe troops, when joined
by thofe of the duke de Mayennc, compofed an army of fif-
teen thoufand foot and three thoufand horfe, of which the duke
was invefled with the chief command.

‘His began his operations with the fiege of Noyon, in which
he exerted bimfelf with extraordinary vigour, and ' compelled
s the
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the garrifon to furrender, before the king could arrive to thei
selicf. From Noyon the troops were led into Lower Picardy,
where fome inconfiderable places were reduced. But foon after
this fucgefs, count Manfvelde with the Spanifh army returned to
the Netherlands ; aod the operations of war were interrupted by
certain political negociations, from which Philip expeéted to de-
sive greater advantage than from the progrefs of his arms.

Haviv, during feveral years, wafted the blood and treafure
of his fubjes, in fomenting the war in France, in expedlation of

fome favourable opportunity of feizing upon the crown, his pa-
tience had been for fome tizpe palt exhaufted; and he had refolved
to make trial, whether it was praQicable to realife thofe alluring
hopes by which he had f> long been actuated. With this view
his minifters had ropeatedly requefied phe duke of Mayenne to
fammon an afembly of the States of the League, that it
might b known what catholic Prince they inclined to.¢hoofe
for their fovereign. Mayenne fill cherifhed the hopes of at-
«aining the fovereignty himfelf, in fome furure more favoursble
crifis; and he abhorsed the thoughts of having the French nation
{ubjeed to the dominion of Spain. Influenced by thefe motives,
he had an different pretepces declined for feveral months com-
plying with Philip'srequeft; but finding that he would not be di-
erted from his purpofe, the duke had yielded to his importunity,
and as ligugenant-general of the kingdom, had iffued a fammony
for the States to meet at Paris on the 26th of January, one thou-
fand five hundred and ninety-three. Philip fent the duke
of Feriay and Mendoza, an eminent Spanifh lawyer, to this af-
fembly; and he fondly imagiaed, that by their influence, and that
of the cardinal of Piacenza, the pape’s legate, a majority of the

deputies
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deputics might be perfuaded 10 abrogate the Salic la, and to place
his daughter Ifabella on the throne.

But it foon appeared how much his minifters in France had
deceived him, and been themfelves deceived. Neither the money
which he had fecretly beflowed to increafe the number of his par-
tizans, nor the armies which he had employed at fo great an
expence in their behalf, had produced in any confiderable degree
the effects which he expected.  Some of the greateft bigots in the
party, and fome of the loweft of the people, had given credit
t0 his profeffions of zeal for religion; even the eyes of thefe
men were now opened, and they perceived how liule they had
been indebted to the friendfhip of a prince, who now difcovered,
that his principal defign in afifting them againft their encmics,
Bad been to take advantage of their diftrefs, and to reduce
them to the unhappy condition of a province of Spain. For it
was in this light they confidered his propofal; and were no lefs
alarmed at his demand of their crown for fabella, than if he had
demanded it for him@If. Tn thefe fentiments the deputics were
fecretly confirmed by Mayenne.  But as both he and they were
confeious that they were utterly unable to contend with Heary, if
Philip fhould forfake them; they fludied to conceal their averfion:
to his propofal, They neither agreed to it, nor rejefted it; buc
expreffed their folicitude with regard to the perfon whom the ca-
tholic king fhould make choice of for his daughter’s hufband ;
and infifted; that, in the event of her election, fhe fhould. not be-
‘married (o any foreign prince.

“Te Spanith miniflers informed hem, thac their mafter had in-

deed defigned to give her in marriage to Erncft archduke of

Auliia; but fince it was not agrécable to the States, he was
8
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willing o beflosw her upon the duke of Guife. The duke de
Mayenne did not ekpect this concellion, and was greatly difcon=
certed when the Spanifh miniflers produced infiru@tions, em-
powering them to make it. He was flung with the preference
which was given to his nephew before his fon; and he now fe-
cretly refolved to bftrudk the election of Ifabella, to the utmoft of
his power. Finding it ncceflary however to difguife his feati-
ments, he affected o be highly pleafed with the propofal; but
alleged that a regard to the honour of his catholic majefty, as well
25 to the fafety of the duke of Guifé, required that the eletion

of Habella fhould be deferred tll an army was affembled, fiffi-
cient to overpower her enemies, and to fix her upon the throne,
At prefent there was no army in France able to contend with the
King of Navarre, and a confiderable time muft elapfe before fo
great a force as was neceflary could be faifed. The Spanifh mini-
fers were fenfible of the firength of this objedtion; they likewife
knew that, without the affiftance of Mayenne, they could not
perfuade the States to proceed to the election and therefore, withe
out great oppofition, they agreed to a delay. T this manner did
the duke de Mayenne, influenced partly by ambition, and partly
by concern for the freedom and independence of: the kingdom,
difappoint for the prefent Philip’s plan to enflave it; and other
events afterswards happened, which would have rendered it im-
‘poflible, even for Mayenne Kimfelf, had he been fo inclined, to
carry it into execution.

Ttk king of France, who knew the purpofe for which the States
bad been convened, though he was in a great meafure ignorant
of Mayenne’s views, dreaded violendly his concurring with the
Spaniards ; and felt great ansiety with refpect 1o the confequences
which might follow.  For Philip, he believed, would regard an
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eletion made by the States of the Leagus, though only a fmall pare
of the kingdom, as a fufficient foundation for his daughter's claim,
and would employ all his power to fappott it, whatever prejudice
might thence arife to his affairs in the Nétherlands. On the firft
opening of the affembly, Hleary publithed an edidt, declaring it to
be illegal. Aud e gave permifion, at the fume time, to the
catholic lords of his party, to enter into a confercnce with thofe
of the League; intending to prevent the States from procecding
to extremities, by affording them the profpect of his fpecdy con-
‘verfion to the popifh faith. i

THis expedicnt was in fome méafire attended with the de-
fired effect. * The nobility of the League, difgicted with the ap-
prehenfions of being reduced under the dominion of Spain, and
confelous, that, if Philip fhould abandon them, they muft foon yield
to the king's viftorious arms, were thrown into' eitrente per-
pléxity; and miany of them fliéwed that nothiog was wanting but
Hlenry's convetfion, to determine thetn to acknowledge bis autho
sity.  This condition however was fill as neceffary as ever.
From the long continuance of the war, thcir religious préjudices
were become unconquerable. With thefe their fenfe of Honou and
confflency confpired, and their regard to an oath which they had
fiworn, never to acknowledge an heretieal prince for their fovercign,
“They were confirmed in their refolution, by the pope’s legate, and
by the archbifliop of Lyons, and other pattizans of Spain; and
eere flill as much determined as ever to adhere 1o their engage-
ments, without regard to any inconveniencics o dangers, to which
they might thereby be expofed.

Wutee the delay of the kings converfion proved an infiir
‘mountable objection againft him with the members of the League,
Vou, IL. x it
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it gave the moft fenfible uncafincls to fuch of the catholics as had
elpoufed his caufe. They had been induced to remain with him,
after the death of the late king, by his promife of embracing their
seligion. They had often urged him to fulfil this promife. Amidlt
the hurry of arms, he found it eafy to employ excufes, with
which they had hitherto been fatisfied. But their paticnce was
now exhaufled. They entertained fufpicions that he had dealt
infincercly with them. Though brave and warlike, they were fick
of the hardfhips and fatigues of war; and they began to hold
conferences together, on the fubjeét of trausferring their allegiance
to Henry's coufin, the cardinal of Bourbon, Henry perceived
that the critical period was now come, when he muft refolve
cither to change his religion, or to forego the crown, and expofe
Timfelf and his proteflant fubjedis to the fury and vengeance of all
the catholics in France, fupported by his inveterate enemy the
King of Spain. Even fome of the proteftant leaders were fo can-
did as to acknowledge, that, without embracing the catholic faith,
he would never be able to preferve poflcffion of the throne; and
they exhorted him to embrace it, if his confcience would permit,
as the only means by which they, as well as his other fubjeéts,
could be faved from ruin.

Never was an ingenuous prince placed in a more diftrefiful
fituation, And never was a virtuous mind affiled by tempta-
tions more alluring.  For he was not impelled only by ambition,
or the defire of fecuring a great and mighty monarchy to him-
felf, and his pofterity. The defire of delivering his people from
calamities, which were become intolerable, co-operated with his.
ambition, and both together put his integrity to the fevereft
il

WiTHOUT
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WirouT any longer delay, he invited the catholic divines 3.0 0 K

throughout
ciples of their religion ; and having heard them difcourfe cancern=
ing feveral of the points in difpute between the proteflants and
them, he declared himfelf entirely fatisfied with their arguments,
and foon afterwards weat to mafs in the church of St. Dennis,
‘where he read aloud his confefion of the catholic faith, and pro-
mifed to maintain and defend it, again®t whatever attempts might
be made for its fubverfion.

Hewry's condut on this oceafion was very differendly inter-
preted by his cotemporaries, according s they fiood well or ill
affected o his perfon, or to the religion which he had embraced.
Tt was alleged by fome, that he had given a convincing proof of
his indifference with regard toall religion, and that his converfion
could be confidered in no other light, but as hypoerify and gri-
mace. But others more jullly obferved, That if Henry had been
capable of fo great infincericy as his enemies aferibed to him, he
would have liftened o his intereft at a much earlier period, and
not have fo long expofed himfelf to the danger of being for ever
excluded from the throne. That no other fatisfaltory account
could be iven of his delay, but the feruples with which his re-
gard to truth and his fenfe of honour had infpired him. That it
was not furprifing, that a prince who had pafied bis life amidft
the tumults of war, fhould have been but very imperfelly ac-
qusinted with the aiceties of theological difputes ; oc that his
opinions i matters of fuch difficult decifion, Miould have been
gradually “beat  to a compliance with fo great an intereft
as he had at flake. And confidering how candid and firicere
he had ever fhewn himfelf in all bis condudt, i might jully
be fuppofed that he had fill prefeeved his integrity, and: that

= his
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i religious fentiments had in reality undergone that change
which he now cxprefled with f> much feeming. ferioufhefs and
folemaity.

WHATEVER were the real motives of Henry’s condu®, it dif-
fufed a general joy and fatisfation among his fubje@s. Worn
out with the miferies of fo long a war, they exulted at the pro-
fpedt of peace, though Ml at fome diftance, and being now freed
from the fafcination of their religious prejudices, they could per-
ceive and admire thofe illuftrious virtues in the charater of their
fovercign, by which he was fo bighly qualified to make them
happy.

Tite Spanifh, miniflers, on the other hand, the cardinal legate,
and the duke de Mayenne, were grealy slarmed at ths even,
and flill more when they obferved the reception which the news
of it met with among the people. They reprefented it 25 a po-
litical device, intended to prevent the cle@tion of a catholic prince.
“They perfuaded a great number of their adherents to fwear that
they would ot Henry for king, unlefs h
were ratified by the pope; and at the fame time they employed all
their influence at the court of Rome, to diffuade the pope from
granting him an abfolution.

PurLir was not diftouraged from the profecution of bis fcheme,
cither by the oppofition which it had reccived from the States of
the League, or by the converfion of the king, -He became fen
fible however of his. error in.pitching on the duke of Guife (a
young nobleman indeed of great merit and moderation, but poffeffed
of liule power or influcnce) for his daghter’s partner. in the
throne,  This ertor he correéted, and ordered his minifters to ac=
quaint he duke de Mayenne, that he was now detérmined to give

the
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the preference to bis fon. - In confequence of
negociation which Mayenne had begun for reconciling himfelf to
the king, was broken off. That' powerful leader and the Spa-
niards were henceforth on more amicable terms ; and there was,
no longer any reafon to doubt, that in future he would exert hime
£l with vigour in promoting their defigns .

34r
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Bur there was much lefs probability at the prefent than o Sueariis

former period, that thefe defigns would: ever be. accompli
Philip had no gencral after the duke of Parma’s death, q\ullﬁcd o
enter the lifls with the king of France. His treafury was. ex=
haufled, and even his credit was reduced fo Tow, that the Genoefe,
and other Ttalian merchants, from whom he had already borrowed
feveral millions of money, refufed to lend Bim any more. His
commanders in the Netherlands Hiad not been able to make the
neceffary levies. His troops' there were fewer in number than
they had ever been fincethe commencoment of he war; and yet
fo great arrears were du to them,  that the offcers found:it im=
‘praticable-to maintain: their authority. | ‘The greateft pact/of: the
Spasith foldiers in the Low-Countries had, upon their return from
France, forlaken their flandards ; and having ele@ed officers, and
a commander in chief from among themfelves, they had begun to
exercife the moft oppreffive rapacity upon the inhabitants of the
fouthern provinces,

T example of the Spaniards was quickly. followed by the.
Ttalians and Walloons.  The people.in the open country were:
plundered in the moft unmerciful manner. Thofe dreadful feeies
of devaltation were renewed, which had been acted after the death
of Requelens ; and the Flemings had never fuffered fo much from

I
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K the enemy, as they now fuffered from troops engaged to protect

== and defend them.
s

SiegeofGer. Parnce Maurice in the mean time exerted all his wonted a@i-

wadeaberg.

vity to improve the advantage which thefe diforders afforded him,
for extendiog the territories of the States. There was no town
which the confederates were more defirous of acquiring than Ger-
trudenberg ; which, as it lies nearer them than Breda, fubje@ted
them to perpetual ansiety for the prefervation of that important
city; befides giving annoyance to their inland trade, and fur-
nifhing the Spaniards with an eafy entrance into Holland

Duning the winter, Maurice had made diligent preparation
For the fiege of this place; and early in the fpring, he was ready.
1o take the field with fuch an army as he judged fufficient to. in-
fure fuccefs, In order to prevent the enemy from fafpefting his
defign, he direéled his march fieft towards Sluys and Dunkirk;
afterwards to Bois-le-Duc and Grave ; and when by thefe feints he
had induced count Manfveldt to divide his forces, he turned fud=
denly to Gertrudenberg.

ManévELDT, anxious to avoid the reproach to which the lofs
of a place of fo great confequence would expofe him, drew together
all the forces which could be fpared from the garrifons of the other
towns, with an intention to attempt to raife the fiege. Prince
Maurice expeted this, and conduéed his operations with the ut-
moft cclerity. Not only his pioneers, amounting to three thou-
fand, but a great number of his troops were employed day and
night in fortifying his camp, both on the fide towards the town,
to prevent the eruptions of the garrifon, and on the fide towards
the country. And not fatisfied with this, he broke down the dike

of
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‘of the river, -and Taid a great part of the adjacent country under 300 K

water. After which, having approached the town as ufual by
trenches, e opened batteries againf it at different places; and
Kept up a continual fire upon it from his flet, on the fide towards
the river .

THz garrifon, confiting of Burgundians and Walloons, made
a brave and vigorous refiftance, and thereby gave count Manfvelde
ime to advance to their relief. The count’s army amounted to
more than double the number of the beficgers; and he attacked:
theic intrenchments in different places, where the inundation per
mitted his approach. * But Maurice had confiruted his works
with fo much art, and firengthened them in fuch a manner with
forts and redoubts, at proper diftances, that all count Manfveldt’s
attempts proved ineffectual. The count’s quarters were at the
fame time greatly firsitened by the garrifon of Breda, which falied
out upon him, and made confiderable flaughter among his troope.
He found it tiecellary to retire, and Gertrudenberg foon afterwards
capitvlated. Tn the garrifon there were feveral of hofe foldiers,
who fome years before had fold the town to the Spaniards. Thefe
men fuffered the punifhment due to their treachery, but all the
e, and the inhabitants of the place, received the moft advanta-
geous and honourable terms.

CGoun'r Manfveldt had, in order to retrieve his onour, by mak-
ing reprifals upon the enemy, led his army from Gertrudenberg,
0 inveft an important fort belonging to the confederates, called
Creveceur.  But this attempt likewifc was fruftrated by the cele~
sty of Maurice, who arrived before the count's lines were finithe-

* The Mack a Gertrudenberg i more properly a brach of the e than & ivr, andade
i of the get s, .
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ed; got bewween him and the fort, and though greatly inferior
in number, obliged him quickly to raife the fiege,

DURIXG the reft of the campaign, Manfveldt aed on the de-
fenfive ; and no other event happened in the Netherlands this year,
that deferves to be recorded .

AvTioucn Philip had, afier the death of the duke of Parma,
committed the government to count Manfveldt, he had from the
firft intended that the count fhould refign it into the hands of
Erneft archduke of Auftria. This prince arrived in the beginning.
of the year one thoufand five hundred and ninety-four at Bruffels,
and was received there with every mark of joy and fatisfaction. He
was a prince of a modelt and gentle difpofition; but he poffeffed
ot the capacity and vigour requiite in the prefent critical fitna~
tion. of affairs. Confcious of his want of military talents, he
fondly fattered himfelf with the hopes of prevailing on the re-
volted provinces to return to their allegiance by argument and
perfuafion, And with this view, he fent an iavitation to the States
to appoint ambaffadors o treat with him concerning peace. But
the States rejeted his invitation, and accompavied their refufal
with declating, * That as from experience they could not-repofe
any confidence in the king of Spain, fo they would never enter into
any treaty of reconcilement with him; but would maiotain their
Tiberty o the laft, and lay down their lives fooner than fubmit to
that intolerable yoke from which they hiad been fo happily deli~
vered.”

1r itis true, as the Dutch hiftorians relate, that two murderers
were dete€ied at this time, whom the Spanifh minifters had em=

atvoglod G, b, i
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ployed to aflflinate prince Maurice, it will not appear furprifing .00

hat this declaration of the States fhould have contained expreffions
of refentment; efpecially as they were nowin a much more flous
rifhing condition than before, and had much lefs reafon than at
any former period to dread the power of Spain. ~ For Philip, they
knew was fill more intent on acquiring the crown of France, than
on recovering his hereditary dominions; and was likely to wafte
his frength in that chimerical attempt, before he could be made
fenfible of his folly.

‘Ta ftuation of afairs in that kingdom became daily more un-

the happy cffedts which were expected to arie from it,

154

A of
Tavourable to his views; and the king’s converfion foon produced -

Tu citizens of Meaux were the firft who,fent him a tender ik nd ge-
of their fubmiffion ; not long afterwards, the Pariians opened K%

thiir gates (o receive him and  the example of the metropolis,
which had ever been the chief frength of the L eague, was quickly
Followed by Rouen, Lyons, andalmoft all the other great towns in
the kingdom.  Henry’s condut was admirably calculated to pro-
mote that affectionate zeal of his fubjects, of which he received ac
this time fo many firiking proofs.  For feveral years he had fuf-
fered from them ¢he moft eruel injuries and affronts  but his ge-
nerous fpilt, fuperior to refentment, abhorred ‘the thought of
punithing thofe who were willing to Tay down their arms, and he
received the fubmiffion of his moft invetcrate enemies, with a de-
gree of goodnefs and condefcenfion, which, while he won #heir
hearts, determined many others (o imitate their example.

Hs granted to all who fubmitted to him, the moft favourable
terws; confirmed theie privileges, 4s if they had done nothing
1o forfeit them; adhered  with inviolable fidelity o bis engage-

VoL 1L Yy ments;
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ments; and publihed an ediét of general indemnity, in order to
fet the minds of the people every where at cafe, and to convinee
thein that it would b their fault, and pot bis, if the public traa-
quillity were not fpcedily reforeds

By thefe meafures, which were equally prodent and magnar
mous, the firenigth of the League was reduced fo low, that Philip
and the duke of Mayeane might have eafily perceived the vaity
of their defigns. %

I can hardly be imagined, that cither the one or the other

"' could any longer ferioufly entertain the hopes of fuccefs. - But

Mayenne was fo deeply engaged with the Spaniards, that he knew
st how to extricate himfelf with honour ; efpecially as he had
folemaly fivorn, with many others of his party, that he would
never acknowledge Henry for his fovercign, till he fhould receive
abfolution from the pope. ~ And though Philip could not now be
fo chimerical, as to cxpec to procure the ¢crown for lfabella, yet
he could not overcome that implacable  hatred; with which he
had long been animated againft the French monarch, in whom
(judging of Henry from himfelf) he expected to find an irrecon=
cilable and mortal foe, Befides, he was not ignorant of the
jultice of Henry’s claim to_the kingdom of Navarre, which Ferdi-
nand the catholic had wrefled from Flenrys anceflors by fraud and
violences and he could not doubt that this a@ive viflorious prince
would, as foon as bis affairs were fettled in France, either attempt
(o recover his hereditary kingdom, or endeavour to procure a
compenfation for it, by invading the_ Spanifh dominions in the
Netherlands,

Move by thefe confiderations, Philip refolved fo continue his
boflliies, and by joining his forces with thofe of the duke of

f H ' Mayennc,

VVA.BHSC



PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN.

Mayenne, to make himfelf mafter of as many towns as pofible on
the eaftern frontier of France.

Trss refolution he communicated to the archduke Erneft; who,
agreeably to his inftructions, fent count Charles of Manfveldt early
in the fpring to invade the province of Picardy, with an army of
between eleven and twelve thoufand men. The count laid fiege to
the town of La Capelle; ‘and as he auacked it unexpeQedly, he
foon obliged the garrifon to eapitulate,

T King had fet out from Paris as foon as he received fntelli-
gence of the fiege, but could mot arrive in time to prevent the
fureender. Having becn joined on his march by the dukes de-
Nevers and Boullon, and finding himfIf at the head of a confi
derable army *, be refolved to undertake fome important entet-
prife, by which he might be compenfated for the Iofs of La Caw-
pelle. One of the moft confiderable towns in that part of the
Kingdom was Laon, a place of great extent, firongly fortified, and
well provided with every thing necelfary to fuflain a fiege. The
gartifon, which was numerous, was commanded by Du Bourg,
one of the bravelt officers of the League; and there was at that
time in the town, befides a great number of other nobility, the
count of Somerive, the duke de Mayenne's fecond fon,  Thefo
confiderations, far from difcouraging the king from befieging.
Laon, were the motives which determined him to inveltit, and he
carried on. his operations. againft it with his ufual aQivity and
vigilance.

Tie befieged gave him all the anaoyance and interruption in
their power; and in fome fallies which they made, before he had
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time to cover his troops, heloft more than four hundred men. . Bat
his ansicty with regard to the iffue of this enterprife, arofe pria=
cipally from the neighbourhood of the Spanifh army, which was.
joined at this time by the duke de Mayenne, whom Philip, in or~
“der to prevent him from catering inio an accommodation with the
king, had intrufted with the chief command.

Vartous motives concurred on this occafion to determiae
Mayenne to exert himfelf with vigour, There was much need
of fome fplendid inflance of fuccefs to fupport the drooping fpirits
of his party. Laon was the moft confiderable town which remain=
ed in his poffeffion ; and befides his fon, and many of his faithful
adherents, he had left his moft valuable effects in it, as in a
place where there was litdle danger of their falling into the
hands of the enemy. He loft no time in_ marching to its relief.
His army confifted of nearly the fame number as that of the
King, but being inferior in cavalry, he found it neceffury o ap-
proach the town on that fide, on which there lsy a wood or
foelt, where the cnemy’s horfe could not be eafily cmployed.
Henry had penetrated into his defign, and taken poffeffion of the
wood with a part of his troops. Mayenne at firft obliged them
1o retire; but the royalifis having immediately received a rein=
forcement from the camp, returned to the charge, and flood their
ground for fome time with great bravery againft the Spanih ve-
tcrans, ‘They wwould have been compelled however o give way a
fecond time, ifthe royal cavalry, which had advanced to their re~
i, under the baron, now marfhal de Biron, had not, conform=
ably to their valiant lealer’s example and’ command, difinounted:
from theic horfes, and. thrown themfelves int the front of the

« His Fuber bad been il Killed st ke iege of Bpernays
Datile.
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Batle. The king himfelf foon after came up with the greatelt
part of his army ; and, if the ground had permitted it, a general
engagemeat would have enfued, but it allowed: only of fkirmifhes,
which continued with various fuccefs till the evening; when
Mayenne, dreading  that the king might fend his cavalry to
attack his rear, drew off his forces to a little diftance from the

00d.

AvuTitovGn the nature of the ground in this rencounter pre-
vented the king from availing himfeIf of the fuperiority of his ca-
valry, yet this fuperiority proved afterwards of the greateft ufe.
Mayenne being obliged to bring his provifions through an open
country from places. at the diftance of feveral miles, the king
fent out his horfe in numerous bodies to intercept his convoyss
and, although the duke attempted to bring them under a frong
guard in the night, fometimes from one place, and fometimes
from another ; yet fuch was the vigilance of the duke de Longue-
ville, and the marfhal de Biron, to whom the king gave the charge
of intercepting them, that almoft none of them were. fuffered to
efeape.  Thefe bold adventurous leaders were continually in mo-
tion.  No guards which Mayenne could fpare were able to with-
fland theis vigorous attack, and his army was at laft reduced to fo
great diftcefs, as made it neceffary for him to decamp. He was
fenfible how difficult he muft find it to retire in the face of a fupe-
sior enemy; but if he remained any longer in his prefent fituation,
s troops, he perceived, muft either perifh for want, or lay down

their arms.

Tur. duke had hitherto been unfortunate in his enterprifés, and
his misfortuncs had contributed to obfture his fume; but, on this
accafion, he gave a confpicuous proof of confummate. military
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VYA.BHSC

349
BoOK
XX,

B3

His ety



BOOK
.

54

Laon feres-
derne

Sebmifion

of

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

fill, 45 well as of the molt unquefionable perfonal courage and
refolution. " His troops, drawn up i the moft mafterly manner,
were every where {o well prepared to receive the eacmy, that the
King, who attacked him with is cavalry, as-foon as they began
their mareh, found it utterly impradlicable to penetrate. their
fanks, whilt Mayenne himfelf marched on foot in the rear,
fought on fome occafions as & common foldier, and by the grace-
fulnels of his perfon, added to the fortitude which he difplayed,
commanded univerfal admiration, Tn this manner he advanced
flowly, till he reached a narcow defle, where he had planted fome
batteries of cannon; from the dread of which, the king ordered
his troops to halt, and fuffered the duke to purfue his march to
La Fere without any farther molcfiation.

Hexry then refumed his operations before the town. The
beficged, though deprived of all hapes of relicf, perifed for fome
time i their defence ; but at laft, finding their numbers greatly
diminifhed, they offered to furrender on condition that the garri-
fon and the count of Somerive fhould be allowed to march out
with the honours of war; and to this condition tHe King readily
confented, from his defire of preventing bloodhed, and of faving
the fortifications of the town. 'The capitulation was igned on the
a2d of July. The term of it were religioully fulfiled; and
Henry, far from difcovering ill-bumour or refentment for the

ftion which he had met with, embraced with pleafure the
prefent opportunity of teflifying his cfleem for the duke do
Mayenne, by fewing particular marks of refpect and kindnefs to
his fon.

50 much goodnefs, united with fo much heroifm and magnani-

dedukest” mity, had charms in the eyes of Heary's enemics that were irre-

fiitle,
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fifible. "The redudtion of Laon, and his genctous trestment of 3,00 &
the inhabitants and garrifon, were quickly followed by the volua- «— s
tary furrender of Chateau-Thierry, Amiens, and Cambray, The %
duke of Lorrsia, who from the beginning had given his affiftance

to the Leaguc, chofe now to be at peace with a prince, in whofe

favour fortuns, and his own merits, had produced fo remarkable
arevolution.  And the duke of Guife, whom the Spaniards had

tantalized with a glimpfe of royalty, but had afterwards neg-

leéted, moved partly by this confideration, and partly by his ad-

miration of the king, entered into a treaty of reconciliation with

him; and having delivered to him the towns of Rheims, Vitryy

Rocroix, and feveral other places in Champaigne, he was re~

warded by Henry with the government of Provence®,

DURING the courle of thefe events, f adverfe to Philip’s views gegeot
in France, prince Maurice was engaged in the moft important cn- Sn®i”
terprife which he had bitherto undertaken, the fiege of Groningen. "
That city, though almoft farrounded with the territories of the
States, had been preferved till now in its allegiance to Philip, by
Verdugo, a Spanifh offcer of great abiliies, with whofe affitance

the catholic part of the intiabitanta had been able to keep the pro-
teftants under fubjection.  Jealous however of their liberty, they

had never confented to admit any Spanifh garrifon within their
walls, but three thoufand of the citizens trained to the ufe of drms

tad beca inlifted in the King’s fervice for the defence of the town,

while niae hundred of his foreign troops were permitted to take up

their quarters in the fuburbs.

© DA, b xiv. Thiauas I i Mescn, 1. i, Bentvogio, sua. 15545
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Maunick had long meditated the redu@tion of Groningen, not
only becaufe it would be of itfelf an acquifition of great value to
the confederacy, but becaufe it was the oaly place of confequence
in thofe parts under the Spanifh dominion, and furnifhed an eafy
entrance to the Spaniards into the northern provinces. Much pains
had been taken, and great exertions made by Verdugo for its fes
curity, Many bloody rencounters had paffed between him and the
forces of the States, in which, from the fmallnefs of his numbers,
and not from the want cither of bravery or condudt, he was ge-
nerally unfuccefsful; and Maurice, powerfully feconded in all his
operations by his coufin count William of Naffau, had at length
reduced Verdugo to the neceflty of quitting the province, and had
made himfelf mafter of almoft every pafs by which the citizens
could receive afiftance or fupplies.

Titex had not negleted to inform the archduke of the immi-
nent danger to which they were expofed. ‘At their requefl, the
emperor of Germany had tranfmitted to Philip a reprefentation,
importing, that although they defired nothing fo much as to main-
tain their allegiance, and had preferved it long amid( much greater
hardihips and difficulties than any of his other fubjedts had endur-
ed, yet if the army were not immediately fent to their affiflance,
they would foon find it necefTary to open their gates to the enemy.
Philip, far from difregarding their application, made them the
moft gracious and. flattering reply 5 and fent orders to the arch~
duke to poftpone every other object in the Netherlands to the relief
of Groningen. But the greateft part of his forces were at this
time engaged in the war in Picardy; and the remainder having.
‘mutinied againft theic officers, on account of their want of pay,
efufed to obey the governor’s commands.

PRiNeE
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Paince Maurice therefore applied to the profecution of the
fiege, with very litdle apprehenfion of meeting with any in-
terruption from the Spaniards, although, agreeably to his ufual
cautious maxims, he fortified not only his quarters, but likewife
the feveral paffes which led to them from the fouthern provinces.
By beginning to open his trenches at a diftance from the town, the
fiege was fomewhat retarded, but he thereby prevented the lofs of
men which would otherwife have been fuflained.  On the third of
June his batterics were unmafked, and foon afterwacds al the out-
works were laid in ruins. The beficged, alarmed with the rapi-
dity of his progrefs, called the foreign troops, which were quartezed
in the fuburbs, to their aliflance. The defence was condudted
for feveral weeks with the higheft fpirit and intrepidity, and
much blood was f

But Mausice having blown up a ravelin,
which was one of the principal defences of the place, the courage
of the inhabitants began to fail, and there was nothing to be heard
but complaints of the ingratitude of the king, in thus bandoning
to their enterprifing enemy a people f diftinguifhed for their
attachment and fidelity.

Tarir chicf magiflrate, Van Balen, who had long been feeret-
ly averfe to the Spanifh- government, improved with great dex-
terity the opportunity which their prefent temper afforded him.
He ftudied to confirm them in their fentiments of the king's in-
gratitude: e reprefented to_ them the folly of flattering them-
felves with the hopes of relief from a prince, who was more in-
sent upon conquering the dominions of others, than providing
for the fesurity of his own. He painted in firong colours the
miferies which they muft fuffer, if either the fiege were to be pro-
Tonged, or the town o be taken by affault; and by expatiating on
the advantages which would acerue to them from acceding to the

Vou. I Zz union
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dinion of Utrecht He endeavoured to make them fenible, that
i frecdom from a forcign yoke twas an object to be defired; it
was infinitely more for their interéft to fubmit to the gencrous
enemy, who now befieged them, than even to be delivered from
the fiege.

Titgse exhortations made the defired imprellion cven upon
the minds of thofe who were moft attached to the catholic religion.
That-attachment had been Tong their only tie to the Spar
~ernment ; and it was overcome at this time by their indignation
on account of Philips negligence in providing for their defence,
joined to their defire of participating of that civl lberty, which
Tiad proved the fource of fo much profperity and ‘happinels to the
confederated provinces.

A perurATION of the principal inhabitants was fent to treat
of a frrender; and the prince, without hefitation, granted them
the moft advantageous terms. The city of Groningen was de-
clared to be henceforth a member of the union of Utrecht.  All
the exemptions and ancient privileges of the inhabitants were
confirmed ; the civil government of the place was allowed to re-
matn on the fame footing a8 before, and liberty of confeience was
eftablifhed, with this reftriction, that no other religion but the re-
formed thowld be publickly exercifed. ~ The citizens, on the other
‘hand, engaged to acknowledge the fupreme authority of the States
t0 fubmit to the géneral laws of the union ; to contribute their
fhare of the public expences ; and. to admit fuch a garrifon into
the town as the States thould judge neceffary for its fecurity. The
foreign fodirs were permitted to depart with, their arms and
baggage, The capitulation was figned on the 23d of July; and
on the fame day prince Maurice entered the town, He remained

in
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in it for fome time tll cerain antcles of the capiulation were 29.9.%
executed, after which, having committed the government to
his kinfman, count William of Naffau, he fer out for the %
Hague®. i

Wiiwe Philip’s power fuffered (o great 2 diminution in the Metinycfiie
sorthern provinces, his affairs in Brabant were daily more and Ji o
more involved in diforder and confufion. The archduke had, ™
with the utmoft difficulty, raifed money to fatisfy the Walloon
and Spanifh mutineers ; but no fooner had thefe men returned to
their duty; than the Talians, to' whom the fame arrears were
due, refolved to employ the fame means to effec@tuate their pay-
ment. Many of the officers concurred with the private men in
forming this refolution, and they put it inftantly in execution, by
feizing on the town of Sichen, where a part of thcir number had
‘been ftationed. They were joined by foldiers from all the garrifons
in the neighbourhood, who continued flocking to them, till they
amounted to two thoufand horfe and foot.

Not fatisfied with laying the country round the town under The mui-
contribution, they fpread themfelves over the province, made ex- S
curfions to the very gates of Bruflels, where the governor refided, "*-
and plundered the people with as much eruelty s if they had been
engaged in open war. The governor having tried the power of
perfuafion without ffedt, refolved to employ force to reduce them ;
and for this purpofe he fent the Spanih troops which he had
Tately pacified, under Lewis de Velafeo, to befiege Sichen. In the
beginning of this fedition, prince Maurice had made the mutineers
an offer of fhelter and protetion in the territories of the States,
and' they readily agreed to accept this offer in cafe they fhould

© Metren, s, il B pn i b, . Grsia, .
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BQOK find it neceflry 3 butinformed him, that they would defend them-
felves in Sichen as long as they were able, againft the Spaniards.
They accordingly did fo, and made feveral defperate fallics, in

which many on both fides were flain. ~Finding however that the

place twas too weik to be long defended againft an enemy fo much

fuperior in number, they retired under the fortifications of Breda.

and San Gertrudenberg, where provifions were fold to them by

Hionoive.  the fubjeds of the States. The intention of Maurice n this fingular
treatment of an cacmy, was only to prolong the term of their dif-
obedicnce. - He made no attempt to. perfuade them to enter into
the fervice of the confederacy, but gave permiffion to the arch-
duke to fend an ambaffador to treat with them 5 and when, after
a tedious negociation, they had agreed to take up their quarters in
Tirlemont, and to remain there Gl their demands were fatisfied,
without renewing their hoftilities, Maurice readily allowed them
to depart. They required a Spanifh nobleman to be given as a
hoftage for the fulfilment of the governor's promifes; and f great
was the diforder of the king’s finances at this period, that thefe
wwoops were fuffered to remain inaive at Tirlemont for near a
year before their arrears were paid .

i)
o4

behot . BrEroREthe cxpiration of this term, the governor was feized:
i with a he@ic fever, of which he died on the 20th of February, in
e san. the forty-fecond year of his age. He named the count of Fuentes
elgorenor. | for his fucceffor, and his choice was foon after ratified by the king.
“Fhis nobleman having been fent into the Netherlaods a little be-
fore the death of the ‘duke of Parma, had, agreeably to Philip’s
infiruions, during the government of count Manfveldt and the
archduke, poffeffed a_ principal fhare in the adminifiration. By

» Grore lib. . Meteren, b, i . 581 Benivoglio, par i b, 1.
his.
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His advice, or ‘more: properly by his authority, count Manfveldt
had publithed a barbarous edi€t; commanding all prifoners to be
‘put to death ;- and ordering the King's troops, who in their ex-
curfions into the territorice of the States, had been fatsfied for fe-
eral years paft with levying contributions, henceforth to lay wafle
the country with fire and fword.

Tis States,in return, publifhed a manifeflo, in which they ex-
prefled their abhorreace of this barbarity ; but at the fime time
declared, that if the governor did not recal his edict againft a cer-
tain time, they would retaliate the cruelty which it preferibed up-
on the troaps and: fubjedts of the King. meafure had beer
wrged by Fuentes, on the pretence of hortening the duration of the
war, although the experience of his kinfinan, the duke of Alva,
might have convinced him, that, confidering the firength to which:
the confederacy had atained, it would ferve only to increafe the
calamitics of the war, and to render it perpetual.’ Count Manfvelde
came foon to be fenfible; that thefe muft be the confequences; and:
either revoked his cdidt, or gave orders to prevent it from being
carried into execution:

Fuenres however fhill continued to exercife an unlimited in--
fluence in the goverament. ‘The Flemith nobility complained bit-
terly, as in the time of cardinal Granvelle, of the infignificance
to which they were reduced, and before the death of thie archduke
they had given fome friking proofs of their difeontent. THis dif-
content was greatly heightened when the count was appointed go-
vernor : they faw then how liule fincerity there had been in thofe
footbing promiles which the king had made them fome years be-
fore, when they confented to the return of the foreign troops. They
perceived how litle trult and confidense be repofed in them, and
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were fenfible at laft of the truth of what the prince of Orange
had o often told them, that; by their agreement with the duke
of Parma, they would reduce their country to the miferable ftate
of a province of Spain. - The duke d’Arfchot and. count Gharles
of Manfveldt, who had reafon to expec to have been preferred
before Fuentes, would not fubmit to the indignity put upon
them, but refigned their employments, and left the Netherlands.
The duke d'Arlchot died afierwards in Venice, and count Manf-
veldt in Hungary, where he commanded the emperor's army
againft the Turks.

FuenTes in the mean time entered upon the exercife of his
office, and_notwithfanding the prejudices which the Flemings
feem jully to_ have entertsined againft him, he foon difcovered
that his abilities were not unequal to the charge with which he
was invefled.  He applicd with geeat ficcels to quell the muti-
nous fpirit of the army, and in a few months put it upon a
‘much more refpe@able footing, bath s to difcipline and num~
bers.

Pruiwie had greater occafion now than ever for abilities and
vigour in the perfon to whom he commiltted the government of
the Netherlands. The league in, France was about to espire,
notwith@anding his exertions to_ prevent it; and the French
monarch, being fizmly fcated on his throne, declared war againft
him, probibiting all commerce with his fubjes, and granting
liberty,to the French to invade and plunder, and take poffefion of
whatever dominions belonged to the crown of Spaia.

“Tits meafure was condemned by many, as being highly in-
expedient at the prefent jun@ture, on account of the exhaufled
fate to which his kingdom was reduced by the long continuance

*
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of the civil wars, and no perfon was more fenfible of the 100

fttength of this objection than the king himfelf; but he belicved
that, in the prefent temper of the eatholic king, peace could
o be dbtsined from hira upon honourable terms.  He was per-
fusded, that war ‘with the Spaniards muft of neceflity continue
fome time longer; and he thought, that as nothing would
contribute more to extinguith the flames of <ivil difcord than a
foreign war, it would be eafier to interelt his catholic. fubjeQs in
e profecution of it, if it were regarded as a war between. the
crowns, to which political motives had given birth, than if it were
fuffered 1o remain on its prefent footing, and confidered as car-
sied on by Philip for the fuke of religion. It is mot indeed im~
probable, that perfonal animofity added force 1o thefe incitements.
Philip had ever treated Henry in the moft contemptuous manner 5
and, under the mafk of religion, had endeayoured firfk to exclude
him, and afterwards to expel him from the throne. Henry de-
tefled that artifice and dupliciey in Philips charater, of which,
in bis late attempt to procure the abolition of the Salic law, e
bad given fuch inconteRable evidenees and the terms in whichi
his declaration ‘of ‘war was expreffed, ‘demonfirate, that refent=
ment had, on the préfent oceafion, ‘a confiderable influence on his:
condudt.

PHILIFs anfiver to this declaration was perfe@ly conformable
to his chara@er.  All his interferences in the affairs of France had
proceeded, he faid, from his concern for the profperity of the-
people, and the fecurity of the catholic fuith ; and he declared),
that his inteation now was not to enter into war with the crown.
o nation of France, but only to perfevere in prote@ting the true
catholics of that kingdom from the oppreffion of the prince of
Bearn and his adherents'.
DA,
Born
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B )(('X?”?( Born kings had been employed, before their declaration of

M ar, in preparing for the recommencement of hoftlities; and

potiiie  Henry, behdes his domeftic preparations, had entered into a
treaty of alliance offenfive and defenfive with the United Pro-
vinces. Agrecably to an article of this treaty, the States fent
a body of horfe and foot, under Philip count of Naffau, to invade
the province of Luxemburg. Their caterprifes were for fome
time attended with fuccefs; but Fuentes, having difpatched the
brave Verdugo with fuperior forces to oppofe them, they were
obliged, after feveral rencounters, to quit the province; and
were foon after recalled, and fationed near the frontier of Bra-
bant, where i was expeéied ‘they would be of cqual fervice to
the French monarch, by dctaining the Spaniards in the Nether=
lands..

Sqeor  Trg army of the States however, even after it was joined by,

Gut e troops, was not able to furnifh full employment to thofe
which the governor had prepared. He lefc an army. under
Mondragon to check the proges of prince Maurice, and fet ou
Wimfelf for Picardy with the reft of his forces. His firft enter=
prife was the fiege of Catelet, of which he made himelf mafler in
a fow weeks, though it was ftrongly fortifid, and bravely defend-
ed by the garifon.

paner  DURING this fiege, Fuentes had reafon to fltter himfelf with
Gonée 4. e hopes of acquiring poffefion of the calle and town of Ham
without bloodhed. ‘The caftle was held by an officer called
&Orvillicrs, and the town by his half-brother, whofe name was
Gomeron.  Thefe two men had been violent partizans of the

league, and the latter refolved to deliver the town to_the Spa=

‘niards rather than to the king of France ; but he demanded from

Fuentes
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Fuentes a reward of twenty thoufand crowns for the town, and a

ll higher reward, if he thould prevail upon his brother (which .

he engaged t0 do) to deliver up-the caflle. The count readily
agreed (0 thefe terms, and paid him the tweaty thoufand crowns
upon his admitting a thoufand Spanith troops into the tow; but
required Gomeron himfelf and his two younger brothers to re-
main with him as hoftages, till the caflle likewife fould be put
into his poffeffion. To this Gomeron confented, from a fond
perfuafion that his brothier would imitate his example, rather than
expole fim and bis other brothers to_the refentment of the Spa-
niards, efpecially as their mother was in the cafle, whoft intreaties
he expected d'Orvilliers would be unable to refift. But d'Oril-
Jiers chofe rather to abandon his brothers to theit fate, than beteay.
his charge to the enemies of his country; and he admitted the
duke de Bouillon into the caflle, with a numerous body of the
king's troops, who attacked the Spaniards in the town, and cither
put them o the fivord or took them prifoners. The mother
of Gomeron, now teembling with aniety for her children’s pre-
fervation, came to Fuentes, and reprefented, that d'Orvillers re-
peated of what he had done, and was willing to deliver the cafile
0 him, if he would come himfelf with his army o receive it,
‘The count, believing her reprefentation to be true, the more rea.
dily a5 fhe herfelf feemed catirely convinced of the truth of it,
advanced with his forces towards Ham ; but finding that the mo-
ther had been deceived, and that, in order to avoid her importu-
nity, dOrvilliers had left the place, and refigned his government
t0 another, he was inflamed with rage, and put Gomeron to death
in prefence of the army. ~This unhappy man did not perhaps de-
ferve fo fevere  punifiment from the hands of Fuentes ; but it was

Vor. IL. 34 due
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due to the tréachery and egregious folly into which his avarice
had bewayed him .

Fron Ham the count conducted his troops, afer they had refled
fome days, to lay fiege to Dourlens.  This town belng near the
Frontier of the Netherlands, was ftrongly fortified and garrifoned
by  confidersble number of fele@ troops, Still however it was
necellary, in order to prevent it from falling into the enemics
‘hands, that the garrifon fhould be augmented; and no fooner had
the marfhals Bouillon and Villars, whom the King had fent to
watch the motions of the Spanith army, beard that Dourlens was
invefted, than they affembled all the troops in the neighbourhood
amounting to a-thoufand foot and fftcen hundred horfe, and ad-
vanced towards the town, in hopes of being able to force their way
through the encmy's intrenchments 3 but Fucntes, having received
intelligence of their defign, left a part of his forces to guard bis
trenches, and marched out with the reft, in order of batle, 1 an
advantageous fituation at a litdle diftance from the town.  When
the duke of Bouillon obferved Fuentes fo well prepared for his de-
fence, he counfelled Marfhal Villars to retire; but that intrepid
general, whofe courage was ever 00 ardeat and Smpetuous, re-
fufed to comply, and fill continued to advance, till his troops were:
almoft furrounded by the Spaniards. A defperate and bloody battle
enfued; in shich, from their great inferiority in refpect of num-
ber, the French were almoft entirely cut to pieces, Villars himfelf
swas flain, and the cavalry, after great lofs, were obliged to retire.

Dusine the combat, the garrifon falied out upon the troops
which bad been left to defend the camp and trenches; but

+ Beativoglo, put i, . .
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through the wife precaution which had been taken, the Spaniards 3,

363
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proved viftorious ; and Fuentes refumed with freth fpirit and vi= s

gour the operations of the ficge. Among the befieged there were
more than three hundred gentlemen, who infpired the garrifon
with the fame generous fpirit by which they themelves were ac-
tuated, and defended the town feveral days with extraordinary cou~
rage and refolution, But their fkill and condu were not equal to
the bravery which they difplayed. Tn an affault on the thirty-firll
of July, they were overpowered by the affailants, and almoft the
whole garrifon, amounting to more than a thoufand men, with
their governor the count of Dinan, were put to the fword.

1595

Fuenes, emboldencd by his fuccefs, refolved next to lay ﬁgge e

10 Cambray; the reduétion of which was the principal object of
his prefent expedition.

15 important city bad been wreled. from the Spaniards, as
isabove related, by the duke of Anjou; and Anjou had bequeathed
it to his mother Catherine of Medicis, by whom a French gentle=
man of the name of Balagny had been appointed goveraor both
of the town and citadel. Balagny taking advantage of the trou=
bles in France, had for feveral years acknowledged no fuperior; and
2s he had fludied to maintain fome degree of neutrality between
the contending parties, he had been fuffered to ack as fovereign
both of the ity and its territory. - But apprehending, affer the dif-
comfiture of the League, that it was neceffary for him to make a
choice, either of the king of France or Spain, for his prote@ior,
he agreed to acknowledge his dependance on the French monarch 3
on condition, that he fhould be permitted to enjoy under im
poffefion of the fovereignty, with the title of prince of Cambray;
and to thefe terms Henry the more readily confented; a5 he

3A2 dreaded,
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BOOK dreaded; that if he rejected them, they would be granted by the

il

s king of Spain:

1595

Bavacxy, being thus confirmed in his poffeflion, fpared no
expence or pains in firengthening the fortifications of the place.
The garrifon amounted to three thoufand foot and fix hundred
horfe, the greateft part of which were French troops, of the moft
unqueftionable bravery. The town was flrong, and it was well
furnifhed with military ores and provifions.

DETERMINED by thefe confiderations, fome of the principal
officers in the Spanifh army endeavoured to perfuade the count,
de Fuentes to relinquifh his defign, by reprefenting, that before
he could accomplifhi it, either the winter feafon would overtake.
him, or the French monarch, being diféngaged from his enemics
in other quarters, would arrive with a fuperior army, and atiack
Bim after his troops were diminifhed in number, and exhiaufied
with the operations of the fiege ; but Fuentes, ambitious to di=
finguill his adminifiration by fo important an-acquifition, and:
elated by the fuccefs with which his enterprifes had been bitherto
atended, refufed to liften to thefe. remonfirances; and, having
received a great augmentation of forces from the neighbouring
provinces, he began his operations without delay. - They were
carried on with a degree of fkill and vigour which would have
reflected honour on- the greateft generals of the age; and not-
withftanding the molt intrepid defence, condufted with much
prudence by the celebrated de Vic, whom Henry had fent with a
seinforcement of troops to the afiftance of the befieged, the ount
opencd his batteries in a few weeks o near the town, that fome
of its principal defences were deftroyed, ‘and a-great part of
the wall was laid in ruins.  Still however his faccefs was doubt~

fal,
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ful. - He encountered the moft difcouraging difficulties in furnifh-
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ing his troops with provifions; and nothing. but the moft uncon= ‘s

querable refolation, added to the dread of wraithing the glory '
which he had already acquireds could have prevented him from
abandoning his attempt.

But he was faved from that mortification, by the inhabitants of g

the town, ‘who having been Tong aceuftomed to the mild admi
firation of their archbithops, had borne with extreme impatience
the haughty imperious behaviour of Balagny; and had been al-
moft reduced to defpair, by the extortion, rapine, and infolence of
his wife, by whom he fuffered himIf o be entirely governed.
The citizens had fecretly fent a deputation of their number to the
French monarch, intreating him to deliver them from the yoke
of their oppreffor, and offering on that condition to fubmit to hia
authority, and to recéive a garrifon of his troops.  But through
the influence of the famous Gabriclle d'Etrées, whom Balagny
had gained over to his intereft, Henry not only refufed to com-
ply with their requet, but confirmed Balagay in his ufurped:
authority.

The inhabitants,
King, as well a8 againft Balagny, reflved to embrace the firt op-

inflamed now with refentment againft the

portunity of putting themfelves under the dominion of their for-
mer mafter the king of Spain 3 and they were confirmed in their
refolution, by the numerous ecelefiaftics in. the town, who hoped
by this meafure to effe@uate the re-cflablifhment of the arch-
bifhop, whom Balagay Had expelled.  Having formed their pian,
they delayed the execution of it, ull Balagny and' de Vie were.
‘wholly occupied in taking meafures againft an afRult, which they
believed to be intended by the Spaniards. At that time they' ran
10 arms, and made themfelves mafters of one of the gates of the

. ity
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éity. De Vic, Balugriy, and his wife, fpared s pains to divert

) them from their purpofe, but 4ll their endeavours proved ineffec-

1555

twal. o of the principal citizens were immediately fent to
Fuentes, with an offer 16 furrender the town on the following
conditions, to which he readily agreed: That the foldiers fhould
e reftrained from plunder: That all paft offences fhould be for-
given: That the citizens fhould enjoy their wonted privileges, and
the archbifhop be relored o his ancient jurifdilion

thority.

Tie garrifon immedintely retired into the citadel, where they
expedted to liave been ablo to defend themfelves for a confiderable
time: But having found, upon earching the magazines, that there
was hardly provifions enough to fapport them for three days, they
agreed on the firfk fummons to eapitulate. The wife of Balagny
had reduced thes to this neceflty, by felling, atan esorbitant
price; without her Nofband’s knowledge, the provifions which liad
been laid up in fore.

DurixG the fiege this woman had difcovered a degree of firit,
capacity, and courage above her fex; but being unable to bear
the confoioufnefs of that egregious folly into which her avarice had
betrayed her, and which was now attended with confequences (o
fatal to her ambition, fhe was overwhelmed with anguifh and
defpair; and refufing to take ecither medicine or food, fhe died
miferably, before the citadel was delivered to the Spaniards.

Tiz capitulation was figned on the feventh of Otober, and
the garrifon marched out with all the honours of war upon the
ninth; immediately after which, Fuentes having flationed five
‘huadred Spaniards in the citadel, and two thoufand Germans in
the town, et out for the Netherlands with the reft of his forces,

3 and
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and pat them into winter~quarters in Flanders, Artois, and Hai-
nault’.

Tuz reader will not fuppoft that the adlive fpirit of the Freach
monarch could be unemployed during the courle of thefe difaltrous
events. He was deeply affected by the lofs of the important
towns which had been conquered by Fuentes, and would have
macched in perfon to their relief, had he not believed that his
‘prefence was fill more necelfary in another pact of his dominions.
For Philip having relolved fo profecute the war with vigor in
different quarters at the fame time, had ordered Velafeo, the con-
flable of Caftle and governor. of Milan, to lead an army of ten
thoufand men into Burgundy 5 and thefe troops were, upon theix
arrival in Franche Compté, joined by the duke de Mayenne with
a thoufand oot and four bundred horfe. This army was greatly
fuperior to any which marfhal Biron, who commanded in
thefe parts; could affemble to oppofe it 5 and Henry dreaded that
the province of Burgundy would: be fpeedily overrun. Having
therefore feat ordets to his troops in different parts to follow him,
he fet out himfelf at the head of one thoufand eight bundred horle
and foot, with an intention to harafs the enemy, till the reft of his
army fhould arrive.

Tye Spaniards had palled the Saone, and advanced as far as
Tontaine-Franoife, when Henry attacked them on their march,
with a degree of impetuofity and ardor chat filled Velafeo with
afonithment, 'The king was bravely fupported on this occafion
by the marquis de Mircbeay, the count de Gramont, and feveral
others of his nobility ; but above ally by the intrepid Biron, who
fought long after he was covered with the blood that flowed from.

1 DA b 3. Besivegle . .
2 wound
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a wound which he had reccived in the beginning of the engage-
ment. The king by his exhortations, and fill more by his ex-
ample, inflamed his troops to a degree of madnefs. At the head
of his fquadeons, he plunged fivord in hand into the midf of the
enemy, broke through their ranks, and threw their van into con-
fufion.

Hap Velaleo ordered his whole army to advance, it is im-
poflible but Heory muft have been furrounded and overpowered.
But his courage on this oceafion fupplied the want both of caution
and of numbers. Velafco intimidated by the unexampled bold-
nefs which he had feen difplayed, gave orders for a retreat, and
feft he king in poffefMon of the field of batile.  Early next
morning he repafied the Suone, notwithftanding the caracft re-
monftcances of the duke de Mayenne, who had procured certain
intelligence of the firength of the enemy. Mayenne then in-
treated Velafeo to leave him a part of the forces to aife the fiege
of Dijon, which had been invefted by a party of the royalifts, and
0 enable him to defend fuch other towns on this fide of the river
as were fillin his poffeffion. Bat this likewife the Spanih gene-
7al refufed, and continued to retire till he reached the town of
Gray; where he fortified his camp in the Rrongelt manner, with
a refolution to act only on. the defenfive, in cafe the royal army
fhould advance.

Ver4sco, who was utterly unpradifed in the military art, ap-
pears to have been firongly aGtuated with a dread of the fuperior
fkill and bravery of the king. But the duke de Mayenne like-
wie perceived, in his condu@ towards bin, on this occafion, ma~
nifeft [ymptoms of diffidence and difirufl. This the duke could
ot help atuibuting to Velaleo's inftructions from the court of

Spain;
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Spain; and he could not doubt, that through the ill offices of the P,
Spanifh minifers in France, Philip had conceived fome frefh jea-
loufy of his defigns. He was therefore thrown into great per-
plexity, while he believed that he thould ere long be abandoned.
by the Spaniards, as. he had already been by moft of his adherents.
in France ; and could hardly fuppofe that now, when his power was
reduced fo low, he would be able to obtain advantageous condi-
tions from the king. After long deliberation, he formed the refo-
lution of going to Madrid, to juftfy his condud to Philip, againtt
the mifreprefentations of his minifters. But he was faved from
that fatal flep by the invincible goodnefs of the French monarch,
who, having been informed of his diftrefs, fent Lignerac, a fricnd
and confident of the duke, to affure him of his efteem, and to in-
form him, that he was il ready to receive him into favour, and
to grant him the moft honourable terms.

Henry did not require an immediate fubmiffion from him,
becaufe the duke had ofien declared, that he would never ac-
Knowledge his authority till the pope fhould grant him abfolution ;
but he defired that he fhould retire to Chalons, -one of his own
towns, and wait there for that event, in fall confidence that no
advantage fhould be taken in the mean time cither of himfelf or
his adherents.

MavENNE, who knew with how much fafety he might rely on
Henry's promife, and was deeply penetrated with a fene of the
generous offer which had been made to him, accepted of it with-
out hefitation, and left the Spanifh camp.

Soon after this sgreement, Henry advanced to the banks of
the Soane, with a relolution to tranfport his forces, confifling of
feven thoufand foot and two thoufand horfe, into. Franche

Vor. IL 3B Compté,
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DOOK Compé, where Velafco lay inirenched. In fpite of ‘the troops

~ which had been planted to-difpute. his paffage, he forded the
river about three miles below the town of ‘Gray, and then/led
his army towards the enemy ; but finding their intrénchments
to0 ftrongly fortified to be attacked with any probability of fuc-
cefs, he twrned afide, and began to lay wafte the country, or
o levy contributions from the inhabitants. Velafeo remained fll
within his camp. At leogth the Swifs Cantons, as ‘friends and
protetors of the people of Franche Compté, interpoféd their ine
fluence. At their defire, the King readily defified from Kis de-
predations ; and having led back his troops into his own dominions,
he refolved to march as foon as poffible to the frontiers of the
Netherlands.

1555

Thepre  He was in daily expedation, at this: time, of receiving the

ke pope’s abfolution; which had been much longer delayed than
he expeted, through the violent oppofition of the Spanih mini-
flers at Roine; “but Clement, now perceiving that Fleary was
firmly eftablithd on the throne, and dreading that by a longer
delay he might -exbauft’ his ‘patience, and provoke him to throw
off his allegiance to ‘the Holy See, refolved to run the sifk of
giving offence to Philip, and on the 16th of September pro-
nounced the fentence of abfolution. This event gave inexprelfi-
ble joy toall the true catholics of France; ‘and the treaty of agree-
ment, which had been begun with the duke de Mayenne, was
foon after brought to the defired conclufion. Such other mem-.
bers of the League as had not already fubmitted, imitated the
example of their leader. Tnternal peace was every where efta-
blifhed, and Henry had leifure to apply his whole attention to
the Spanifh war",

= D'Avl, b v, Thosnur, snoo 1595, Pereise Eleviy p 236, .
Tue

VVA.BHSC



PHILIP: Il. KING; OF: §PAIN.

Tite, tranfactiofs in. the Netherlands this yeat  were lefs -
portant and jinterefting; than..ia, any, former. campaign.fince the
of the,war, which. incipally owing -to. thie
governor's. prudent, chpice of the. vigilant, experienced:Mondras
£onei a8 commander -in, chief. of the forces duringhis ablence,
About,the. middle of, July,  prince Maurice befieged-the town: of
Grall 3, bt Mandmgvne, haviog xugmuﬂ his:acony, by mals
sy !
vanced towards, him widh fo’ muclycelertys. thatnot haviog: had
time to complete his entrenchments, Maurice was obliged to
naife the fiege. The two armics lay long in ight of each other ;
and,as - they:were neatly. equal-‘in firength; and' both generals
exertd . equal degee of vigiline and Cireun(pedion, tiey
prevented one important
enterprife.

Tuzre were frequent fkirmifhes with various fuccefs; but
the only one which deferves to be mentioned was a rencounter
near the river Lippe, where Maurice ordered count Philip de
Naffau, with five hundred horfe, to lie in ambufh in a wood,
0 intercept a party of the enemy which had been feat out for
provifions.  OF this Mondragone had reccived intelligence, and
with great fecreey fationed a body of horfe fill more nume=
rous in another wood, at a litde diftance from the firlt. When
the Spanifh foragers arrived at the ambufcade, they were at-
tacked on every fide, and repulfed with confiderable. flaughter;
but being fpecdily reinforced by their friends in the neighbouring
woods, they returned to the charge. The Dutch troops, aflo-
nifhed to find themfelves caught in their own faare, were at latt
overpowered by numbers; three hundred of them, with their
commander, were killed, and the reft obliged to fave themfelves
ight.
o 3B2 T
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BOOK  Tuts was the lat memorable event of the campaign, although
I the two generals remained ia fight of each other til the ead of
pefar  Ofober, when they broke up their camps, and put their troops
Mondsgone. it winter-quarters’3 and Mondragone died not long after at the
age of ninety-two, having to the laft preferved fufficient vigour
to fulfil, with diftinguifhed reputation, all the dutics of a com-
‘mander. He had ferved in the Netherlaads near fify years, and
had a principal fhare in almoft every military enterprife, yet he:
had the fingular fortune to efeape without a wount

* Grosius, . ir. Bentivoglio,
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ROM the capacity and vigour, of which thecount de Fu= 5 6 o x
entes'had. given fo many, proofs fince his acceffion to the go- ¥X17-
verament, there was zeafon (0 exped, that he would have beea:
fuffered long to retain, poffeffion of it ; but_ Philip, having from.
the beginniog intended that he fhould continue governor only for {iwiunds,
one year, had immediately after the death of Erneft fixed upon
the cardinal archduke Albert for his fucceflor.
Thrs prince, nephiew to Philip, and youngeft brothier to the
emperor, had been intrufted with the regency of Portugal. By
his prudent adminifiration he had acquired univerfal efteem ; and
‘Philip, who entertained the higheft opinion of his abilities, be-
lieved that: no perfon was better qualified, citherto profecute the
war with vigour, or, by an accommodation, to bring it to the de-
fired conclufion.
He arrived at Bruffelsabout the middle of February one thoufand
five hundred and ninety-fix, haviog brought with him a reinforce-
ment
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d which was of fill g -

lity,

"Tue. count de Fuentes, upwilling 10 a in. fubordinate Ration,
in a country where he had enjoyed.the chief command, refigned
the government to the archduke, and fet outfor Spain

neceffary for a new campaign ; and conformably to his inftrutions
from Philip, he tured hié principal attention to the war with
France. His firft object was the relief of La Fere in Picardy, which
had remained in the hands of the Spanith ever fince it was deliver-
«d by the League to the duke of Parma.

TowARDs the end of the preceding year, it had been invefled
by the French monarch; but as it was frongly fortified, and the
garrifon confifted of chofen troops; commanded by Alvaro Oforio,
a Spanifh officer of diftinguithed reputation, Henry was fatisficd
with blocking it up fo'as to prevent the entrnce of fupplies. This
e accomplifhied witl litdle difficulty. - The blockade Had'Tafted for
feveral vieeks, and Oforio had conveyed irteligéace to the drchie”
duke, that if he was not fpeedily relieved,  the want of provifions
would render it impoffible for him to hold out for any confiderable’
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tinie, The Spanifh atmy was affémbled at Valenciennes, and al-
‘moft ready to begin its march; but the more the governor and his
ouncil of war refle€ted on the difficulties which muft attend the
‘attemipting toraife the fiege, by marching dire@ly to La Fere, the
‘more infurmountable they appearcd. For they could not, it was
obferved, approach to that town, without leaving behind them St.
Quiintin, Ham, Guife, Peronne, and feveral other fortified places,
thegarrifons of which would harafs them on their mareh, break up
the roads, and iiteréept their coavoys of provifions. An impaable
marth reniered. the town inaceelTble on every file, except where
the French h had ftrongly Even
if they fhould come'in fight of the town, yet, before they could eni-
ter it, ey mult either attack the eniemy within their camp, or en
gage with their whole army in the open field: They could'riot
‘i camp, without expofing themfelves to'almoft
certain ruin; Henrywould not give theman opportunity of fighting
in the field, unlefs his army, which was increafing daily, were fupe-
ior to_theirs, and the conféuences of a defeat would prove fatal

not oly to the army, But to all the Spanifh eoriquells in France)

and perhaps too to the King's authority in the Netherlands.

Deremmines by thefe confidérations, the archduke formed
he refolution of befieging fome other frontier town, of fuf-
ficient importance to induce Henry cither to raife the fiege of La
Fere, or compenfate for the 1ofs of that place, in'cafe it fhould be
obliged to capitulate.

He helitated for fome time whether he fhould Tead his army
againft St. Quintin or Peronne 3, but e foon laid afide the thoughts
of ither of thefe places, and e
duction of Calais, which he believed would be an eafier, as well s
2 much more important acquilition.

Thrs
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300K Ty enterprife was fuggefied to the goveraor by the Sieur e
Réne, a native of Franee, and formerly a violent. partifin of the

e ém 4 League, who had entered into the fervice of Spain. agalnl\ his king
and country. He was a man of a dack intriguing fpirit, whom
10 tie could bind but intereft ;- but he was bold and active, fagaci=
ous and penetrating, and eminently diftinguifhed for his fkill i
the art of war. He had received ntelligence that Calais, like
many other towns in the kingdom, had beea much neglected dur-
ing the civil war; that although the king had ordered the fortifi~
cations of it to be examined, yet his other occupations had not
allowed him to beftow that atteation on it which its importance
deferved; and that, as fome of the works were ruinous, fo
the garrifon was too fmall to defend a place of fo great ex-
tent. For thefe reafons, the governor approved highly of De
Réne’s propofal, and he committed the execution of it to
Himfelf.

T order to prevent the enemy from (ufpeting what was in-
tended, it was communicated only to two or three of the princi-
pal officers ; and the archduke gave out that his defign was to 1e-
lieve La Fere. He accordingly began his march towards that
place, while De Réne turned fuddenly to Calais with a body of
fele@ troops, and attacked. the fort and bridge of Nieulai, which
commands the entrance to the town by land. He made himfelf
‘mafter of it with very litde difficulty, and then proceeded to at-
tack the fort of Rifbane, which flands at the mouth of the har-
Dour, and was of the greateft importance for the prefervation of the
place. The garrifon of this fort made a more vigorous refiffance
than that of Niculai; but no fooner had De Réne opened a battery
againft them, by which only a few werekilled, than they were feiz=
ed with a fudden pannic, and offered to capitulate. This rapid pro-
grefs
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grefs exceeded De Réne's: moft- fanguine expéQationt, ‘and
gave him the greater joy, ‘as not long after the Rifbane had furs
rendered, fome fhips with troops for the reinforcément of the gare
xifon which had arrived: from Boulogne, finding the cntrance to,
the harbour in his poffefion, were obliged to return,

T archduke, who was in the neighbouthood of Valencicnnce,
when he received intelligénce of this fortunate commencement of
s enterprife, fet out immediately with his whole army for Calais;
and pitched his camp in fach a fitvation as he hoped would pre<
vent the approach of the enemy.

H firft attacked the fuburbs; and took them by affault; ‘or did
be eiicounter greater difficulty in ‘making hirfelf mafier of the
town. His cannon had hardly begun to play upon it, when Vidoffan,
the governor, retired with the garrifon into the ¢afile; and quickly
defpiring of being able to defend himfelf in it, any better than he
had done in the town; he offered to give it upin fix days, if he was
ot felieved before the expiration of that tim. . The archduke, in

order to fave his troops and the fortificaions of the place readily .

agreed to this propofal, never doubting that he was fully able to
prevent the entrance of any reinforcement either by fea or land,

Tiaz king, in:the mean time, heard with much anxiety of the
Progeefs of the Spanith arms. - But the blockade of La Fere hav-
ing continued for feveral months, he expeed that the garrifon
mult be reduced in a few days to the neceflity of capitulating ;
and.he thought it probable, that afier Gnithing his preent cater~
prife (which he could not abandan without lofing all the expence
and labour which he had beftowed upon it), he would arrive in
time to raie the fiege of Calais, He went himfelf however witha
part of his cavalry o Boulogne, that he might be ready to ad-

Vou. IL B minifler
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minifier fuch affiflance to the garrifon of Calais, as might enable
them to hold out till his whole army fhould be at liberty to ad~
vance t0 their relief.

v inBoulogne, he was informed
above-mentioned. He lamented bitterly that he had not brought
with him a g on of his troops ; ing
1o make fome exertion without delay, he prevailed on Campagnol,
the governor of Boulogae, with three hundred chofen men, to at-
tempt to foree his way in the night through the Spanifh lincs.

“Tnts arduous undertaking was executed without the lofs of @
fingle man's and Campagnol hiad. no' fooner arrived in the caftle,
\han having read the king’s orders to the garrifon, he required
them a1l to fivear that they: would defend the fortrefs to the lat.

I the evening ofthe fixth day of the truce, they were fummoned
to fulfil their engagement; whenthey replied:that they had re~
ccived the reinforcement which  they expeced. But it foon ap~

red how unequal they were to the defence/of fo weak a places
againft o numerous an enemy.

Fancy next morning De Réne began to play off his batteries,
and in a few hours a great part of the wall was laid in roins.

A Ttalian regiment, through whofe negligence Campagnol had
g into the fort, was ordered (o advance to the affaulty and was
Followwed by the Walloons and Spasiards. The gartifon received:
them in the breach with undabnted’courage, and, after an ob-
Rinate cngagement, in which great mumbers fell on both fides,
compelled them to retire. But the Tlians retwrned immediately.
Lo the charge 3 and at laft, through the great fuperiority of theie
umbers, they overpoweréd the garrifon, entered along with ther
fato the fott, and putall of them to the fivord, except Campagnoly

and
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and a few others, wh took refuge i the church, and afterwards .00 K
furrendered at diferetion.  In this manner did Calais fall into the =
Hands of the Spaniards n Tef than three weeks afier De Rone had "™
begun the fiege.  The king left Bouldgae, afier having taken pre~
cautions for the prefervation of that place, and returned to LaFere.
And the archduke, after flaying cight ot ten days in Calais to repair
the fortifications, led his troops againft the town of Ardres. |
Tz garrion of Ardres confifted of two thofand five hundred St
men, commanded by the.marquis of Belin, the licutenant-gover=
nor of the province, and by the ficur de Anncbourg, governor
of the town, an officer of diftinguifhed courage and capa-
city. By frequent vigorous fallies, the operations of the be-
feged were greatly retarded. At length however they took the
fuburbs by afault, and De Rone began to batte the wall of the
town. But confidering the ftrength of the place, and the number
and bravery of the garrifon, he had ltle reafon to hope for fceefs
before the conclufion o the fiege of La Fere; when there was no
£oom to doubt that the king would advance without lofs of time
o the selicf of Ardres.
NozwitHsTANDING this encouraging circumflane, the ma-
quis de Belin called 3 council of war, and urged with great caracft-
ach the necefity of capitulatiog § alleging that it was impofible
10 hold outtill the king's arrival, and that the fooner they fubmit-
ted,they would the more eafily obtain advantageous terms. - This
propofal was rejected with great difdain by the fieur de Anne-
bourg and all the officers in, the. council. - But the cowardly.
Belin availing himfelf of that fuperior authority with which he
was invefled as licutenant-governor of the province, capitulated;
notwichflandiog their_remonftrancee, 0a a condition 1o which
3Ca2 the
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the archduke readily agreed, that the garrifon fhould march aut.
with the honours of war,  La Fere having furrendered on the diy.
immediately preceding, the kiog, bad. already et out for Ardres,
and.as his, axmy, had of late received a confidergble sugmentation,
he entertained the moft fanguine hopes of. being able to raife the
fiege. . When a meflenger informed him of the furrender, he was
inflamed with indignation, and ordered Belin, to be tried for his.
ffe. At the importunity of his fricnds, he afterwards fopped the
profecilion 5 but he' banifhied bim from court, and depived im
of His offict of fieutetfant-governor of the province . *
HiNny was now in fome perplésity with refpeét to His future
condu@. He was extremely folicitous to recovet as foon as poffi-
ble:the towns which e had Toft ; bt 4 His finances were'in great
diforder at that fime, and Picardy having been. long the, feat of
war, was reduced (o the moft exhaufted condition, he perceived
that any enterprife fo' tedious as the fiege of a fortified town,
mult be attgnded with infurmountable du‘ﬁculn:L He refolved
therefore, in conformity to the opinion of his nobility, to advance
towards the encmy, and to compel them, if poffible, (o give him
battle.  But the archduke, whofe army was greatly diminifhed
by putting gatrifors into. the’ conquered towns; had ‘péretrated
into His defign ; and being ‘o lefs averfe 1o an engagement than
Henry was deficeus of it, he Teft France without delay; and’ pu
i troops ifto’qiaters of cantonient in’ the-provinge!of Artois.
The king being thus difappointed i his hopes of a decifive adtion,
difimifled the greater part of kis‘army, and leaviog e mardhal
Biron with only five or fix thoufind men 1o chieck the éxcurfions
of the Spanih garrifons, he réturnedto Piris, where a great nums
ber of important affairs-of flate réquired his attention.
* DA s v, “Benvoro s T, 116, v 1100
WLz
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WuiLe the Spanifh army was employed in profecuting the war RS

in France, no: memorable event had happened in the Netherlands.

of prince Maurice, but tothe extreme weaknefs of his army, which e
the States, from a defive of faving théir firengthr when they were
not expofed to immediate danger, had reduced fo low, that whea
all the garrifons weré full, he could not Tead into the field: more
than three thoufiénd men, Witk the afffance.of this litde army;
the garrifons of fome of;the frontier towns had made feveral bold
incurfions ‘into, Flanders and. Brabant, aud either. plundered the
country; orlaid theinhabitaats under contributions, The States
of thefe! Provirices, had atdently withed for the  xeturn. of the
archduke; and they now iatfeated: him to. employ his. arms i
reducing fome of tbe places. in. their sieighbourhood,, from which
they received. fo great annoyance. . Albers, who did not intend, by
returning fo.carly, to-the Netherlands, to-pafs the remainder of the
feafon without ation,  readily complied with- their equelt; and
after,deliberating with his council of war, uadertookithe fiege of
‘Hulft in Flanders.

MauRics had, fince bis conquelt of that place about five
years: bofore, made great additions toits fortifications. ” He had
Tikewife formed the territory 'on which/ie Rands into an ifland, by
ieans:of two large carials which were: dratwn. zound:it 3 andy by
building forts on thefe canals, and laying a part of the adjicent
country uader witer, he had rendered. the tows almoft inaccefe
fibles

‘Frss at lealt- was the opinion of fome officers whom Albére
ad fent to recontoitre i3 but being ambitious to diftinguifhthie
firft year of kis adminiftration; by performing fome important
Service to the peopleicommitted: tolbis care,  and. being excited at

1 dhe
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BOOK the fame time by De Rone and other adventurous fpirits, whom

Xxv.

e

so diffiultics could deter from any enterprife, he perfifted in his
defign; and procceded immediately to put it in execution. In or-
der to conceal it s long as poflible from the enemy, he made a
feint of attacking fome of the towns in Brabant, and this meafure
was attended with the defired effet. Of five thoufand men who
were in garrifon in Hulft, prince Maurice ordered two thoufand to
seinforce the garrifons of Gertrudenberg and Breda.

AvserT immediately after turned fuddenly towards Hulfl
and having prepared a great number of finall boats, he ordered
two of his principal officers, de la Bicke and la Barlotta, to
tranfport a part of his forces acrofs the inundation and: canals.
Thefe ‘men_exceuted their commiffion with great fecrecy and
flencé in the dead of the night, and encountered difficulties which
required the moft determined refolution to furmount, ~ The tide
did not rife fo high as they expected, and they were often obliged
to leave their boats, and puth them forwards, while they flood
up to their kices in mad. When, after much labour and diffi=
culty, they had brought them to the fide of the canal, they were
difeovered by the garrifons of fome forts which had been built to
obftrudt their approach; but, notwithflanding the incelfant fire of
thefe forts, they fill continued to advance; and having launched
ghcir boats in the canal, they at laft arrived on the other fide, with
the lofs of only a finall number of men. Early next morning
count Solmes, the governor of Hulfty attacked them before they
had time to entrench themfelves. A bloody combat enfued; in
‘which one regiment of the affzilants was routed, and their com-
mander killed. - But thereft reflecting on their defperate fituation,
from which it was impoffible to efeape, advanced with irreiflible
impetuofity, and, after much bloodhed, compelled the garrion to
sake fhelter in the town.

PriNcE,
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PrincE Maurice no fooner heard of what had happened; than
e fet out with all the forees which he could colled, hoping to be
able to drive the Spaniards from the ifland, before their number
was increafed.  But the archduke advanced with greater expedie
tion, and prevented his approach. It was flll pradicable for
Maurice to tranfport his forces to Hulft, by the canal which falls
into the Hondt or Weflez-Scheld. But before he could reach the
ifland in that way, Albert had tranfported his whole army, and
begun the operations of the fiege. The only expedient which
Maurice could now employ, was to introduce fupplics into the
town by the canul, the mouth of which was commanded by
ftrong fort, which he hoped the enemy would find impregnable.
For this purpofe he fixed his refidence at Cruning in Zealand s
and from that place, roops were fr:quemly comeyed 0 the afie-
ance of the befieged

of the Spanifh army to intercept lh:m.

Tz fiege and the defence were conduéled with equal vigour,
and the combatants on both fides gave innumerable proofs of the
moft heroic courage. The garrifon fallied out almoft every day,
and made dreadful havoe among the Spaniards. De Réne, to
whom the chief condue® of the fiege had been committed, was
Killed; and by this irreparable lofs the affailants were greadly dit-
mayed. The archduke, however, perfifted in his enterprife; and

although he had loft a much greater number of his troops than in
both the fieges of Calais and Ardres, he continued his operations
with unremitted ardor, tll, befides demolifhing all the outworks
of the place, he had made a breach in the wall fuffcient to admic
of an affault.

Tuz garrifon had thrown up a decp entrenchment within the
breach, and as they were il as numerous as ever, through the
feafonable fupplies which prince Maurice from time to time had

fent
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fent them, they had litde reafon for defpair. - But being feized
sith a fudden panic, they urged count Solmes, the governor, with
e mof earhell importunity, to capitulate} and the connt, dread-=
ing that,in the prefent tempet of their minds, they would pro<
‘bably deliver the town without his confent, complied with their
requelt,

Auperr fisid no longer in Hull than was necefliry to give
orders for repairing the fortfications ; after which he returned to
Bruflels, amidft the joyful acclamations of the people; who flat-
tered themfelves with hopes, that, under the government of a
prince fo fuccefsful in all his enterprifes, an entice flop would foon
be put to the incurfions of the enemy, and internal fecurity re=
Rored. But their joy on this account was of fhort duration.
Marfhal Biron, whom the French monarch had left behind him in
Picardy, with a body of felec troops, had hitherto been fatisfizd
with aéting on the defenfive; but foon after the furrender of Hult,
he began to make incurfions into the provinee of Artois, and kept
all the fouthérn frontier of the Netherlands under perpetual alarms.
The archduke fent the marquis of Varambon to oppofe him; and
Varambon for fome time obliged him to a& with greater caution
and circumfpection than he had hitherto obferved. But Biron
having received intelligence that the marquis was on his march to
offer Battle, he advanced rapidly to meet him ; and, having placed
the greater part of his troops in an ambufh, he proceeded with
the reft till he had reached the enemy. A fierce rencounter ca~
fued; and Byron continued fighting and retreating, fill he arrived
at the place where his troops were pofted. He then returned to
the charge with his whole forces united; and having taken Va-
fambon prifoner, he put many of his troops to the fword, and
compelled the et to fave themfelves by fight'.

* Bentivoglio, . i, Grotius
i Tue
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Ttk prince of (Chimai, oy duke D'Archot, was appointed 9.0 0 %
to fucceed Varambon ; and his endeavours to reprefs the incur-
fion's of the enemy were atténded with sio better ficeels than
thofe of his prédeceflor.  Biron triumphed over him through the
fuperiority of his cavalty, and continued to exercife bis depreda-
tions in the open parts of the country, till the approsch of winter
obliged him to retire;

T

DuRING the courfe of thefe tranfactions in the Netherlands and Ex-tios of
Fiance, Philip fuftined a calamity ‘in Spain, which more than ii'sp
counterbalanced any advantage that could be expedted from his

i Alnioftevery feafon fince the difeomfiture of his
Armada in 1588, the Englith had undertaken fome naval enter-
prife againft his dominions in Europe or in Americd. | The affairs
of the Netherlands and France had not hitherto left him leifore to
take revenge for thefe infults; nor was his leifure. greater at the
‘prefent period, than it had been for fome years. palt; but bis pa-
tience was exhaufled; and his acquifition. of a fea-pors, fo com-
modioully fituated as Calais, gave him a facility of annoying bis
enciny, which he had not poflefied before, « He refolyed, notwidhe
fianding his. prefent embarroffments, to improve the’ advantage
which this circiumflance prefented, and having begna to prepire
a'naval and military force, he intended to make a defeent in
Ircland; where be had long fomented the rebeilious fpirit of the
catholic inhabitants, and had seafon to. believe: that they would
Join his troops as foon as they Mould land.

Etizapern was aware of the impending danger, and dé-
termined, i poffible, to diffipate: the form: before it thould ap-
proach.  For this purpole e fitted out a fleet of more than a
handred and fifty (hips, having about eighit thoufand foldiers and

Vor. II. 3D feven
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feven thoufand mariners on board, and gave the command of the:

" land forces to the carl of Effes, and that of the navy to lord Howard

15960

Catis fced
i londr

aiby e
Eagih.

of Effingham. To this fleet the Dutch added twenty=four hips,

with a proportional number of troops, under the command of
Wardmont, vice-admiral of Holland, and connt Lewis of Naffau,
coufin to prince Maurice.

Warn this powerful armament, Elizabetl intended to make an.
attack on Cadiz, where Philip's naval preparations were principally
cartied on.  But its deftination was carefully concealed. Sealed
inftrudtions were delivered to the feveral commanders, not o be
opened till they fhould arrive at Cape St. Vincent’s; and the
were ordered, in their way thither, to keep at a diflance from the
confts of Spain and Portugal, in order to prevent a difcovery of
their defign.

Tizse precautions ferved cffeQually the purpofe which was in-
tended. - The whole fleet arrived on the 2oth of Juae within fight
of Cadiz, and found: the Spaniards entirely unprepared for theic
defence. There was in the bay and harbour, befides thirty-fix
‘merchant fhips richly laden, and ready to fail for America and the
Tndics, a flect of about thirty thips of war, and a great number of
tranfports loaded with naval ftores, defigned for the equipment of
another fleet, which Philip was then fitting out at Lifbon. But
there was no perfon in the place invefted with the chief command,
and no garrifon in it fufficient for its defence:

Taz Spanifh men of war, however, were quickly drawn up in
the mouth of the bay, and they fuflained the attack of an cnemy
fo much fuperior to.them, for feveral hours, till fome of their
largeft hips were taken, others burat, and the reft driven a-ground
on the flats and fhallows.

Tie-
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TUMEDIATELY aftr this fuccef, the carl of Effex anded bis 0,0 %
troops, and led them towards the town. A body of Spaniih g
forces marched out to mect him ; but being unable to withftand
the impetuofity of the Englih, they foon turned their backs and
fled. The Englifh purfucd, and entered the town along with
them, The inhabitants, who were thrown into the moft dread-
ful conflernation, made a feeble refiftance, and the caftle furren~
dered before the Englifh artillery had begun to fire, Effex difeo-
vered o lefs Humanity after his victory, than bravery in acquiring
it. The town indeed was given up to be plundered by the foldiers,
but no cruelty or outrage, fuch as occurs fo often in the hilory of
the Netherlands, was permitied to be exercifed. The booty was
immenfe, and would have been much greater, if, while the com-
‘manders were treating with fome of the principal merchants about.
a ranfom for the merchant fhips, the duke de Medina, who lay
with fome tr00ps near the town, had not given orders for ftring
them on fire. It was computcd that, in military and naval flores,
merchant goods, and fhips, the lofs which Philip and his fubjects
fuftined on this ocsafion, conld not amount to lefs than twenty
‘millions of ducats. Had the advice of the carl of Effes been fol.
Towed, the Englifh would have attempted to retain poffeffion of
the town, but Lord Howard and the other commanders regarded
his propofal as chimerical. They believed that they had already
fulfilled the queen’s intentions: they dreaded the approach of a
Spanith army, and therefore they made hafte to put their pluader
on board their fhips, and immediately fet fuil for England.

‘T affront which Philip received on this occafion, in having Do of
one of his capial towns fucked and plundered, confliuted o cone {5 i
fiderable part of his calamity, as it leffencd exceedingly the opic o7 1leni-
nion entertained of his prudence, as well as of his internal

frength.
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firength.  This confideration, joined to an impatient defire of
taking vengeance on Elizabeth, determined bim, without regard to.
the approach of winter, to carry his plan of invading Treland into
immediate execution. By the arrival of his Plate flect from Ame-
sica, he was enabled to equip in Lifbon and other places a hundred
and twenty cight fhips of war and teanfports, with fourteen thou=
fand troops on board, befides a great number of Trifh catholics,
and 4 prodigious quantity of military fiores, and materials and
infiraments for building forts.  This fleet, under the command’
of Don Martin de Padilla, fet fail ‘from Terrol in' the month of
Noveinbers and if it had reached the defined port, the Spanards,
with the affifance of the Popifh inhabitants, muft have acquired
fo firm an cRablithment in Treland, as would have coft the Eng=
Tith many years, and much:espence of laboue and bloods 10 ié=
‘poffefs them.
Brizaseri and her fubjedts, fluhed with their fuccels at
diz, were as fecure as i the wound which they had lately in-
fliéted on Philip’s naval power had been mortal. They had no
fufpicion of his defign, and were entirely ignorant of his prepa-
rations; but the good providence of heaven interpofed remarkably:
on this occafion, as it bad done formerly, in their behalf. The
‘Spanifh fleet was overtaken by a florm off Cape Finifterre, and
sbout forty fhips, with their crews and flores, were loft.  Padilla
got bacls with difficulty to Ferrol and henceforth all thoughts of
intended enterprife were laid afide.

Tigse calamities were fucceeded by another no lefs difaftrous
event, which happened in the Netherlands in the beginning.
of the year onc thoufand five hundred and ninety-feven.  The

© Graius, b, v. 7. 265 Cmden, pu 730, Cat, b 3
fertile
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fertile provinces of Brabant. fill Tay expofed to the ineurfions of
the confederates; and. the iababitants, in order to fave the coun=
try and villages from being ficked and plundered, had been obliged
o fubmit to"contributions, with whish- the United Stares were
enabled to maintain. the, garrifons of Breds, Gertrudenberg, and
other places. 'The archduke, folicitous to deliver the people from
thele oppreffions, had cantoned between four and. five thoufsnd
horfe and foot in. the open town of Turnhout, which, on account
of its neighbourhood to Breda, he judged to be the fiteft f
for waiching the motions of the enemy 3 and he had given the
command of, thefe forces to the count de. Varas, brother to the
‘marquis of Varambon,

ion

Puives Mavrice havingy received intelligence that Varas' had
been intrufted with this command more on account of
and family ', than his military fkill, refolved to'avail himfclf of
this imprudence, into which: the ‘archduke had been betrayed:
With geeat fecrecy and expedition he drew together ‘an army
of five. thoufand foot. and cight humdted: Horfe, and fet ot
from Gertrudenberg with:a defign (o attack the Spaniards in their
quarters of cantonment, | Varas was ‘informed of bis intchtion
only on the cvening before, and was determined, in contradiction
0 the remonftrances of fome of his officers, to'retife'to th town
of Herentals. « He accordingly fent off the biggage inthe night;
and began his march by day-break, without the found ciiher of
drum or trumpet. His. troops, almoft all of whom were expe~
sienced veterans, were at frd indignant at the thoughts of flying
from an enemy whom they had. often conquered; but the dread
with which theie general was ‘aftuated, foon diffufed HtRlf futor

£ O the same of De e i Frinche Compit,
every
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2OOK every breaft, and begot a convition, that their prefervation de=
"~ pended on the celerity of their retreat.

5

MavRics was only a few miles from Turnhout when his
feouts informed him of the count’s departure. He immediately
fent Sic Trancis Vere with 2 party of horfe to feour the woods
and hedges, and difpatched another party under count Hohenloe,
10 retard the Spaniards on their march till the infantry fhould
arrive, Befides count Hohenloe and Sir Francis Vere, the prince
had brought with him count Solmes, Sir Robert Sidney, governor
of Fluthing, and feveral others of his bravet and moft experi-
enced officers, by whom all his orders were executed with equal
prudence and intrepidity. Count Hohenloe; at the head of fout
hundred Torfe, began  the ‘attack, and quickly routed the Spa-
nifh cavalry, who, being driven back upon the foot, threw them
into diforder. At this_ crifis, Maurice himfelf and Sir Francis
Vere came up, and haviog broken through the enemy’s ranks,
completed their confufion, and made dreadful havoe among them,
till the greateft part of them were cither put to the fword or taken
prifoners.  Varas himfelf was killed, after having given proofs,
that his mifconduc had not proceeded from the want of perfonal
bravery, but from the confeioufnefs of his inexperience, and his
folicitude for the prefervation of his troops.  Above two thoufand
‘were flain, and five hundred taken prifoners, while the victors loft
only sine or ten.

Ir was in this engagement that a pradtice invented by Mau-
rice was firft introduced, of arming the cavalry with carabines
inftead of lances; and to this invention, which filled the enemy
with amazement, Grotius afcribes the great facility with which
they were overpowered ; for the vitory was gained entirely by

the
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the horfe, and the infantry arrived only in time to divide the 5.0 0k

i

Tk batle of Turnhout, through the great difparity betweea
the numbers of the flain on the oppofite fides, contributed more
to exalt the characfer of Maurice, than any of his former atchieve-
ments. Nor was it military renown only which he acquired;
e gave a friking proof likewife of his humanity in his treatment
of the prifoners, whom he prote@ted from all injury and violence
with the utmoft care, and many of whom recovered through the
tender attention which he beflowed. He fent the body of count
Vaas (o the archduke ; and Albert on that occafion aflured him,
that e would follow his generous cxample, and take ffelual
pains to prevent all cruclty and outrage in the further profec
of the war .

n

XV,

1597

‘Tz lofs which Albert futained in the battle of Turnhout was 3, gup
foon afterwards compenfated by his acquifition of Amicas, the © Ames-

capital of Picardy, and one of the frongeft and moft important
towas in France,  The cifizens, who had been zealous partizans
of the League, had lately fubmitted.to the king, upon condicion
that all their ancicat privileges fhould be preferved, aad in parnti-
cular, that they fhould be allowed to guard the town themfelves,
and not be obliged to admit a garrifon of mercenary troops.

‘Tz number of thofe who were entolled for bearing arms was
betyween fourteen and fifteen thoufand;  but neither their difipline
noe theie vigilance correfponded to the danger to which they werc
expofed from.the neighbourhood of the Spaniards.. They gave
the fame attention 1o their ordinary occupations as in the time of

* Grotis, . 1. a i, Theaaus, b, cvi

v, Bentivogi,

b i,
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peace; only afew were employed au centinels and guards,
and even thefe performed their duty in the moft negligent man-
ner,

Or this negligence, Portocarrero, governor of Doutlens, a
brave and smtrvnﬁng officer, bad received intelligence from one
‘of the citizens*, and he founded upoi it a plan for taking the city
by furprife.  Having communicated this plan to the archduke,
and obtained his approbation, he callected from the neighbouting
garrifons about three thoufand horfe and foot, which he judged to
e fufficient to carry it into execution®. On the cleventh of March,
he fet out from Dourlens in the beginning of the night, and be=
fore fun-rife arrived at an hermitage about a_quarter of a mile
from Awiiens.  As foon as he perceived that the gate which lay.
next him was opened, he fent forward ten or twelve of the moft
refolute of his foldicrs, with three officers, called d'Ognano, La.
Croix, and Del Acro, difguifed like the peafants of that country
with long frocks, under which each of them bad a brace of piftels
and 2 fiword concealed. | Three of this party carried bags filled with
suts and apples.  One of them drove a waggon loaded with large
‘beams, and the reft followed flowly at alitdle diftance. When the
dhree firft had paffed the pallifades and approached the gate, oni of
them fell down as by accident, and feattered the nuts and apples;
and while the guards, making game of the fuppofcd peafant, were
ferambling for the fruit, the waggon was driven under the gate.
“There it flopped; and Del Acro, by pulling an iron pin, quickly
difengaged the borfes. Hle ‘then fired ‘a_pifiol, which was the

1 He bad been banfhed cn sccount of fome crin,
hey coufiled of clven hundred Spania, e

bonred Bogandin and G,
four hundred Irifh; two hindred Walloons, and nie o
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fign.agreed upon, and he, and thofe who were with him, fulling 3,00 %

with great fury upon the guard, killed moft of them, and made
themfelves mafters of the gate. The centincl upon the top of
the gate-way, perceiving what had palled, attempted to let down
the portculls; but it was fufpended by the beams and the wag-
gon; and Portocarrero in the mean time brovght forward his
tx00ps, and rufhed into the towa. The citizens, entirely unpre-
pared for chis fadden attack, were oversthelmed with aflonifh-
ment and confternation, Their refiflance was feeble and ill-con=
duded; and, after about a hundred of their number had fallen,
they laid down their arms, and fuffered the enemy to take
‘pofeffion of the town.

‘Tite news of this difafler affected the French monarch in the tie
moft fenfible manner, and greatly allayed the joy which his late ‘%
wriumph over the League was calculated to excite: He confidered;
that the Spaniards were, before this time, in_poffefion of Calais,
‘one of the principal fea-ports in his dominions ; and that by theic
prefeat conqueft they had opened a pafiage from the Nether-
Tands, by which they could make incurfions to. the gates of the.
eapital.  He was mortified by reflecting on the judgment which
foreign nations muft form of a prince, whofe glory confifted
chiefly in victories obtained over his own fubjedts; and ke dread-
ed, that the malcontents in his kingdom might take advantage
of the prefent calamity, and rekindle the flames of civil war. He
had laboured for fome time under bad health ;. notwithftanding:
which, he broke off a courfe of medicine which had been prew
feribed to him, and fet out immediately for Corbic on the Somme”,
where, after confulting with the marfhal Biron and fome other
principal officers, he refolved to poftponc every other object of
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his attention 10 the recovery of Amiens. He then ordered Biron
to inveft the town with fuch forces as he could draw from the
neighbouring garrifons, and returned to Paris to- haflen the pre«
parations neceffary to infre fuccefs.

Henry knew that the moft vigorous exertion of his adivity
was requifite on this occafion, and he Taboured with unceafing
ardour, till, befides raifing a numerous army, he had colle@ted,
from every. quarter of his dominions, provifions and ilitary
ftores proportioned to the difficulty of his intended enterprife.
He concluded at this time a new alliance with the queen of Eng=
Jand and the States of Holland ; in confequence of which the
former fent him four thoufand troops, and the latter furnithed
him with a confiderable fum of money, befides engaging' to
make a powerful diverfion of the Spanifh forces in the Nether-
lands. Having fent off his troops to Amiens before him, as falt
as they were raifed, he found, on his return thither in the be-
ginning of June, that the fiege was already far advanced. ~Biron,
‘prompted by his natural ardour, and piqued by a faying which
had dropt from the king, that his affairs almoft never profpered
where he was not prefent, had exerted the moft indefati-
gable vigilance and indufiry. He had readered thé blockade
complete, by drawing firong lines of circumvallation rovad the
town, and had begun to make his approaches o the walls. Henry
approved highly of every thing that he had done, and in order
1o pacify bis refentment, fuffered him (ill to retain the chief'
command.

As the number of the troops was confiderably avgmented by
thofe which the king had brought with him, and by the atrival of
the Englifh forces, the operations of the fiege were carricd on
with redoubled ardour and alacrity ; but the progrefs of the af-

4 filants
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filants was retarded greatly beyond what had been expedted, by
the invincible bravery and wnremitted vigilance of the governor
and garrifon, who difputed every inch of ground with matchlels
intrepidity, and in the numberlefs fallies which they made, put
fome thoufands of the befiegers to the fiord,

By thefe fllies their own number was confiderably diminithed,
and in one of them Portocarrero was killed. The defence however
weas il conduded with the fame (Kilt and fpicic as before by the
marquis de Montensgro, 2 Neapolitan of the family of Caraffs,
and the king had reafon to defpir of being able to finifh
his caterprife before the arrival of the Spanifh army from the
Netherlands.

Tuz archduke was fenfible that it was of great importance

395

300K
Xuv.

P

o Philips interelt to preferve poffeffon of Amicns, whether he =
fhould enter into a treaty of peace with the French monarch, or

profecute the war ; and he could not have eerted him@lf with
greater adtivity in making the preparations neceflary to raife the
fiege.  But his levies, as well as all his other preparations,
had been carried on flowly, through the extreme difficulty
which he found in procuring money. The deftruction of the
fleet and flores at Cadiz had contributed not a litle to in=
creafe that diforder which had fo long prevailed in the king's
finances, For feveral years Philip had been in the pradtice of
borrowing large fums from  the ltalian and Flemifh merchants,
for which he had agreed to pay them an exorbitant interet,
and had mortgaged certain branches of his revenne. The ine
conveniences arifing from . thence had become ' intolecable,
and he was determined to deliver himfelf from them at once;
whatever fhould be the confequence, He had according-
1y publihed an edi in the month of November of the pre-

3Bz ceding

VYA.BHSC




BoOX

XV
K

597

Sarender of
A,

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

ceding year, decliring all the contra@s by which he had fequel-
tered his revenue to be null and void ; andalleging, as an excofe.
for this flep, thiat, through the unfuir advantages which had been.
taken. of his diftrefs, he had realon to dread, that unlefs fome re-
‘medy were immediately applied, all his labours in behalf of Chrif~
tendom and the true religion would beloft

Pursie had as Titdle realon to be fatisfied with the prudence, as
with the jutice, of this expedient. His annual revenue, thongh
now freed from all incumbrances, was infufficient to defray the
enormous excpence of the prefent war. Tt was fill neceffiry for
him, while tinued, to 3 but
cither in Genoa o Antwerp, where it had e ufually found,
could be perfuaded to advance it; and'it was this caufe chiefly
which had fo long retarded the archduke’s preparations for the:
relief of Amicas.

Tk blockade of that city Had been formed in Apeil, and it was.
the end of Auguft before he could begin his march. At that time
e fet ut with an army of more than five and twenty thoufand
‘men, and arrived within fight of the French camp about the mid-
dle of September.  As his infantry was. greatly fuperior to that-
of ‘the enemy, he' refolved to offer batde; and from the well-
known temper of the French monarch, he doubted not that his
challenge would be accepted. But Heary being diftruftfal of his.
infantry, the greateft part of which confifted of raw troops,
seadily complied with the advice of the duke de Mayenne,
whom he had brought with him to the fiege, and refolved to.
remain within his lines. The archduke advanced towards him,
with his army drawn up in order of battle; but when he.

 Grotn T v.
perceised
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perceived that the King's reflution was, wnalterably fixedy thathe 9.0 0 X
was well prepared for his defence, and that his entrenchments
were every where frongly fortified, he defpaired of being able to
effedtuate bis purpofe; and returned to the Netherlands.. In a few
days after I retscat, the marquis de Montencgro, with the ap=
‘probation of the archduke, confented. fo capitulate, and received:
from Heary the moft horourable terms®.,

s

DurinG the greatelt past of! the fiege of Amicnis, nothing me proges o
morable. was tranfated ia the Netherdands but as the archduke {582t
had, in.order to fill up his army, almoft’drained the provinces of
tr00ps, he had no fooner begun his march, than prince Maurice,
‘having affembled. between twelve and thirteen thoufand horfe and
foot, Taid fiege to Rhinberg, and in a few days obliged it to capis g o
talate, though the garrifon amounted to a thoufand men. He A&
next reduced the town of Meurs with the fame facility, ~ Afier 160 st
which, having paffed the Rhine, he made himfelf mafter of ™"
Grol, Brevors, and- feveral other places, and then direded his
march towards Lingen, the only fortified town which remained in
poffefion of the Spaniards on the north fide of the Rhine. - Both
the town and caflle of Lingen were commanded by count Fre-
deric of Heremberg, with 3 garrifon of fix or feven hundred
men ; and the count made, for fome; time, a vigorous and fpirited
defence.  But the prince, after his batieries were ready to begin
0 play, having fent him a_fammons to furrender on honourable
terms, with an intimation, that as his was the firlt fummons,
o he might be affured that it would be the laft; Heremberg cone
fidered, that his perfeverance mult be attended with the deftruc-
tion of the garrifon, and. thesefore. agreed 1o the terms proe
pofed.
DA, v, Bentivqlo g, i
Aun.
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Av thefe conquefts were atchieved in lefs than three month,
In thofe of Grol and Brevort, places fituated in a marfhy foily
Mauice encountered difficulties which required a vigorous exer-
tion of bis fuperior talents to furmount; but as no peculiar or
firiking circumftances are recorded by the cotemporary hiftorians;
1 have not thought it neceffary to defeend to a particular detail.
‘The acquifition of fo many fronticr towns was of great import-
ance to the United Provinces, s they were thereby delivered from
the incurfions of the Spanifh garrifons, by which the inhabitants
of the adjacent country had been kept under perpetual alarms;
and the States, deeply fenfible of this advantage, teftified their
gratitude to prince Maurice, by conferring on him and on his po-
fictity the rich feigniory of Lingen and its dependencies.
Tuese tranfallions happened towards the end of the year
one thoufand five hundred and ninety-feven ; and the following
ithed by a negociation whi for the efla-
blithment of peace between France and Spain. Neither Philip nor
Henry had derived fiom the war thofe advantages, by the profpect
of which they had been allured, and both of them had powerful
motives'for defiring that it might be fpeedily brought to a con=
clufion. Philip’s eyes were now opencd to the vanity of thofe
flaticring dreams of conqueft by which he had been fo long de-
Juded.  His acquifitions in France had coft him more than they
were worth ; and befides the expence of making them, they were
much more than counterbalanced by the loffes which year after
yeir he had foffered in the Netherlands. His finances, as has
been already mentioned, were in extreme diforder ; his credit was
ruined by the late violation of his faith; his troops in many places
of the Low Countries had mutinied again, on account of their
want of pa

and if the war fhould continue for another cam-
paign,
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paign, he thought it not improbable that the greater part of them
would refufe to march againft the enemy. From his advanced
age, and broken health, he had reafon to believe that his death was
not far diftant, and he dreaded the fatal confequences which might
arife from leaving his fon, who was hardly arrived at the age of
manhood, involved in war with a prince fo powerful and enter-
prifing as the king of France.

PsacE was no lefs defirable to Heary than to Philip; thofe
wounds under which his kingdom had bled for fo many years,
were fill unclofed, and numberlefs difiempers prevailed in almoft
every quarter, to which no effectual remedy could be applied du~
ring the continuance of the war.

WHILE, for thefe reafons, both princes. were alike defirous of
peace, neither of them would yield fo far to his antagonift as to
e the frft to propofe it.  But the fovereign pontify as the father
of all catholic princes, and the common friend of the two con-
tending monarchs, ated the part of mediator between them; and
Clement difcovered on this occafion a_ degree of zcal and pru-
dence, which juflly eatitled him to that high refpe in which his
characer was held by his cotemporaries. At his requeft, it was
agreed by the two kings, that a congrefs fhould be held at Vervins,
4 town in Picardy, near the confines of Hainault. The prefideats-
de Bellievre and Sillery, were appointed plenipotentiaries by
Henry; and Ricardotto and Baptifia Taffis, by Philip. . Alexander
de Mediciy the cardinal legate, likewife repaired thither, and in
the month of February the conferences were begun.

Tusse conferences were matter of great anxiety to the States
of Holland, as they could not doubt that a principal motive which
bad determined Philip t0. difengage himfelf from the war with
Franee, was, that he might be at liberty- to. employ his whole

fireageh,
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frengeh againt the confederated provinees,  They were not with-
out fufpicions likewlfe, that the queen of England would embrace
the prefent opportunity of delivering herfelf from the Spanifh
war, and were therefore. much difquicted at the appichenfions
of being left without an ally tofupport them.  But they were foon
delivered from their fears with regard to the condu@ of Elizabeth,
who being entirely convinced that the intereft and fafety of theic
infant republic. were infeparable from her own, gave them frefh
affurances of the continuance of her friendihip.

Tt French monarch no fooner agreed to the pope's propofal
of a congrefs, than he fent an intimation of it to his allics, and
exprefled his defire, that, if pofible, a general peace might be cfta-
blifhed, in which theyy’ as well as himfelf, might be comprehend-
ed. - But neither Elizabeth nor the States were difpofed to liften to
his advice. The latter were well affured, that no confideration
would perfuade Philip to treat with them as a free flate, and they
were unalterably determined never to acknowledge him for their
fovereign.  Elizabeth, who had on different occafions expcrienced
the great advaritage which fhe derived from her alliance with
them, was 1o lefs folicitous than themfelves that they fhould
maintain their independence ; and fhe believed, that, while they
‘maintained it, fhe fhould have no great reafon to dread the power
of Philip. She was concerned however at the profpedt of lofing
fo ufeful an ally as the king of France, and fent Sir Robert Cecil
and M, Herbert, who were accompanied by Juftin de Naffin and
the celebrated Barnevelt, from the States, to remonfirate with

HHenry againft the peace.
“Turst able negociators lefe o0 argument untouched that
could diffuade him from his purpofe: they reminded bim of the
alliance
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alliance into which he had lately entered with the queen and the
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States, and of the affilance which on different occafions they had  ——1s

afforded him. They reprefented the danger o which he expofed
Himfelf by treating with a prince who had given fo many friking
proofs of infincerity; and they offered to furnifh him with &
Lurge fupply of forces, befides money; and a numerous fleet,
for the recovery of Galais, and the farther profecution of the

war,

Hexry replied, that no alliance which he had formed with the
queen or the States, could be reafonably interpreted as an obliga=
tion on him unnceelfarly (o prolong the war, Wwhich e was per-
fuaded would foon prove the utter ruln of his kingdom.  He ex-
prefled in flrong terms his gratitude for the friendfhip which they
had fhewn him, and aflured them, that no peace, which he fhould
conclude with Spain, would prevent hiin from making a fuitble
Trom the manner of fe to which he had been o long i
d, joined to the provoeations which he had received from Philip,
they might belicve, that it was not aa averfion (o the war, but the
necellity of peace, that had determined him to embrace a meafiire fo
repugaant to'the inclination of his friends, The diforders which

revailed in his dominions were fuch, that if the proper remedics

were not applicd, they, would. foon become incurable, and thefe
remedics could not be applied in. the time of war; but peace,
he hoped, would quickly reflore. his kingdom to its narive,
frength and vigonr; swhen, inftead of being a burden upon his
alies, s he had hitherto been, he would be able, and they hould
find him willing, not only to repay with intereft the obligations
which they had laid him under, but to defead and proteét them,
3 and

VVA.BHSC

e



Conclaton of

hepesceon
the 2 of
oy,

Bl vt

eiean
Tibenand
e,

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

and the reft of Europe, againft the exorbitant ambition of the:
king of Spain.

Tins apology, delivered with that ierefitible force of natural
cloquence, by which Henty was eminently diftinguifhed, made a
firong imprefion upon. the minds of the Englith and Dutch am-~
‘bafladors : they could not doubt of the truth of what they had
heard; and before their deparcure, they had the candour to ac-
Jnowledge, that s the peace which he was about to conclude was
neceflary for France, fo it might be found in the iffue highly beac-
ficial to_ the other European powers. Henry fent ambaffadors to
‘England and Holland to enfotce what he had faid on this occafion,
and fill continued as formerly on teems of cordial frieadihip both
with Elizabeth and the States.

T treaty of peace was foon afier brought (o the defired con-
clifion’. ~ Several difficulties occurred during the courfe of the
conferences, which were removed through. the difinterefted zeal
and great authority of the pope and the cardinal legate ; and at
length, upon Heary's refigaing his claim to Cambray, Philipcon=
fened, though with great reludtanee, to give up Calais, Andres,
Dourlens, and all the other towns in France, which he had ac-
quired at the expence of fo much blood and treafure™

Prreie had been the more folicitous to put an end to the. war,
on account of a feheme which he had conceived, after the difap-
‘poiatment of his views in France, of transferring the fovercignty
of the Netherlinds to his cldeft daughter Tabella, whom he
tended to give in marriage to the archduke, And to embrace this

Ayt
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meafure, he was prompied, partly by his affection for the Infanta,
one of the moft accomplithed women of the age, and pardly by his
elteem for Albert, whom, of all the princes in Europe, he deemed
the moft worthy of fo illuftrious an alliance.

Bur while his attachment to his daughter and her future huf-
band made him defirous of procuring for them fome fovereign
eftablifhment, he could not, without relu@tance, refolve to feparate
from the body of his empire fo vich a portion of his hereditary
dominions. To the troops and money of the Netherlands, the
Jate emperor and himfelf had been grearly indebted for moft of
their vilorics over their enemies in France and Germany ; and it
had been the Netherlands chiefly, -which, by their fituation in the
heart of Europe, had rendered them formidable to the foveral
European powers, and enabled them fo long to maintain the tran-
quillity of their other dominions. The prefervation indeed of thefe
provinces had, for many years, proved a perpetual drain for the
wealth of the Spanifh monarchy ; but it was doubtful whether, if
they were disjoined from it, they would ot be found as greata
burden as ever, fince it would fill be incumbent on the king to
fupport the archduke in his new fovercigaty, again(t the attempts
of his enemies in the revolted provinccs.

Tuzse confiderations were urged with great warmth by the
count de Fuentes, in order to diffuade Philip from the profecution
of his defign.  But fome others of his eounfellors, and particular-
Iy the count de Caftel-Rodrigo, in whom e repofed the greatelt
confidence, were at no lefs pains (o confirm him in it, by repre-
fenting, that the feparation propofed, inflead of leflening,
would ferve to augment the firength and vigour of the Spanill
monarehy.

3 Fa “Tre
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© Tup Netherlunds lay fo remote from the feat of govern-
ment, and the laws of that country, and the language, charater,
and maaners of the people; were o extremely different from thofe
of Spain, that it would be for ever found impralticable to pre=
ferve them in obedience. Their averfion to a forcign dominion,
and efpecially. that of Spaia, was infurmountable; the ablence and
diftance of the king had been the caufe of that inveterate rebellion
which had furniflied employment to his armies for almoft forty
Years, a0d fo ather effetual means could be devifed either to ve-
concile the provinees which had already revolted, or o prevent
the relt from imiitating. their ‘example, but to give:them . fo-
vezeign of theic own, 'who, by refiding among them, might con-
ciliate aid fecure their affections. It was true, ‘that, without the
affiflance of the queen of England, the rebels muft long ez now.
Mave laid down their arms; but if with the feeble aid which they
had received from a queen engroffed with domeftic cares, and tot-
tering on hér throne, they had been able for for many yedrs not
only to defend themfelyes, but to carry on an offenfive faccefsful
s, how much reafon was there 1o dread the confequences that
muft follow, if the Briti/h crowns were usited, as. they would
foon be, on the head of a prince il the wigour of life, who being
free from the embarraffments of a difputed title, would have full
leifure to give attention to forcign affairs. From jealoufy of the
Xing, the neighbouring princes would never ceafe to fupport
the rebellion, and foment the diftontents of his Flemifh fub-
jetss but if the Netherlands were difuited from the Spanifh
monarchy, and ereéted into a feparate and independent flate,
the caufe of that jealouly would be removed; it would become:
the intereft of France and Britain, and the other neighbouring
powers, to lend their afliftance to extinguith the war; and even
the
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the revolted flates' would, o order to fecure: internal tranquil-
lity, chufe to return (o' thelr “aitient union with the Sonthern

Provinces.”

By, thefe arguments, whicls coincided with Philip' inclinaion,
he:was! confirmed in his defign ; and on the Gth of May he
figned the deed of abdication’; in: which, afier declaring his re-
folution togive the Infanta in wiarriage to the archduke, e re-
fignied the fovercignty of he Netherlands, and of the county: of
Burgundy, to that princefs, 1o be énjoyed conjun@ly by her and
her future hufband ;- and-after their deceae, by the heirs of the
‘marriage; whether male or female, according to the cfablifhed rules
of hereditary fuceefion.

BuT it was provided, that in cafe this fovereignty fhould de~
volve o a female, fhe (hould marry cither the king or the prince
of Spain, That neither any prince or princefs deliended from
the Tnfanta, hould marry withiout the confent ‘of the king of
Spain ; ‘and that in default of ifue, the Netherlands fhould be re-
united (o the Spanifh monarchy. By other articles, it was fipu-
Tated that the new fovereigns fhould prevent their fubjedts from
trading to the Indies ; that they fhould, before their adniffion,
take an oath to permit the exercifé of no other religion but the
dominions ; and in cafe they fhould fail in

the execution of this, or any other article, it was declared. that
e fovercigaty transferred fhould immediately return to the crown

Hi decdof

of Spain:
Tinss deed was immediately tranfmitted to the archduke ; a0d How cebed
the fouthern provi 1 0 accepe ik

of the archduke and the Tnfanta for their fovercigns, with the
conditions which the deed contained ; being well pleafed to be
delivered;
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delivered, as they expeed to be, from the yoke of Spain, which
they had found fo grievons and intolerable.

Bur althaugh this event gave great fatisfaction to the people
fubject to the Spanith government, it was not likely to produce
any change in the fentiments or condu@ of their neighbours in
the United Provinces. The new fovereigns, faid the confoderates,
whom Philip has appointed, will be fovereigns in name only and
appearance, but not in reality. They will be utterly unable t6
fupport themfelves without the affiftance of the Spanifh arms. They.
will depend on Spain as much as any Spanifh governor or regent 3
and the Spaniards will fill continue to exercife, as formerly, an
unlimited influence in the government. . In the deed of abdication,
the Netherlands are treated, not 15'a free and independent State,
but as a fiefof the Spanifh monarchy ; and from the advanced age
of 'the Infanta ", together with the conditions of the deed of ab-
dication, it was evident that the prefent meafure could be meant
only as a temporary expodicnt, intended to amufe the people of the
fouthern provinces, and not as a fixt and permanent eftablifhment.
But whatever was the king’s intention in this meafure, and whe-
ther the fovereigaty now transferred, fhould or fhould not return.
0 the crown of Spain, it was the unalterable refolution of the
United Provinces to maintain their liberty, in oppofition to what-
ever attempts might be made to deprive them of it by the king of
Spain, o the archduke of Auflria”.

ALpERT was in the mean time employed in preparing to
et out for Madrid; but having .been detained in the Low Coun-
trics much longer than be expe@ied; by a newmutiny of his traops,

~ Thiy-two. = Vao Meteren, Groia, &,
e
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He had jult begun his journey when he received intelligence of the 00K

death of the king. E
For more than two years this prince had been cxtremely afli@: g

ed with thegout; to which had been lately added, a hectic fever, o

and a dropfy. g his firength fo much decayed, that e

could not exped 1o live above a few wecks, he ordered his at-

teadants to tranfport him from Madrid to the Efturial ; and when

his phyficians figoified to him heir apprehenfions, that he would

not be able to endure the fatigue: « but L refolved, he anfwered,

to accompany my funeral to my tomb.”" Upon his arrival at the

Efeurial, the gout returned with redoubled violence, both in his

fectand hands ; and foon afterwards, feveral impofthumes gathered

in his knees and breaft, whicl occafioned the moft excruciating

pain. Hewas in fome meafure relieved by laying the impofthumes

opea. Bt another more intolerable diffrefs fucceeded. The mat-

ter of bis fores was of the moft purulent and naufeous nature, and

fwarms of lice were eagendered in it, from which no application,

and no care or paias could deliver him.. In this dreadful condicion,

he lay in a fupine pofture, for more than fifty days; during which

time he exhibited a firiking difplay of patience, firmnefs of mind,

and refigaation to bis fate.  He gave proof of the fincerity of his

religious profeffon, by pradifing with great zeal and afliduity,

thofe fuperftitious obfgrvances, which the church of Rome pre-

feribes, as the means of procuring acceptance with the deity. He.

feemed inclined likewife t0 make atonement for fome feverities

which he had execciled, and ordered feveral prifoncrs to be releafed,

and their effedts reftored *

* Among thele wisthe wifeof Antoo Percs,

Asour
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Anout two days beforc his death, having fent for his fon, and
his daughter Ifabella, he difcourfed to them of the vanity of hu=
man greatnefs, delivered many falutary counfels for the admini-
firation of their dominions, and exhorted them with much earneft-
nefs to cultivate and maintain the catholic fuith.  When they had
left him, he gave direétions for his funeral; and ordered his coffin.
10 be broughtinto his chamber; and placed withia bis views foon
after which his fpeech failed, and he expired on the 13th of Sep-
tember, in the feventy-fecond year of his age,"and the forty=third
of his reign’.

No chara@ter was ever drawn by different hiftorians in more
oppofite colours than that of Philip; and yet, confidering the
Length and adivity of his reign, there is none which it fhould
feem would be more eafy to afcertain. From the fads recorded
in the preceding hiftory, we cannot doubt that he poffelfd, in an
emineat degree, penctration, vigilance, and a capacity for govern-
ment. His cyes were continually open upon every part of his
extenfive dominions.  He entered into every branch of admint
Rration watched over the condugt of his minifters with unwearied
attention 5 and in his choice both of them and of his generals,
diféovered a confiderable hare of fagacity. He had at al times a
compofed and fetiled countenarice, and never appeared to be ither

elated or deprefied. His temper was the moft imperious, and his
Jooks and demeanour were haughty and fevere ; yet among his
Spanith fubjedls, he was of eafy aceefs; liflened patieatly to theie
reprefentations and complaints ; and where his ambition and bi-
gotry did notterfere, was generally willing to redrefs their griev-
‘When we have faid thus much in his praife, we bave faid

» Minins, 5. cop xivs  Thoanss, . oz, 6. v,

all
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all that juftice requires, or truth permits. It is indeed impofible
0 fuppofe that he was infincere in his zeal for religion. * But as
his religion was of the moft corrupt kind, it ferved to increafe
the nataral depravity of his difpofition and not only allowed,
but even prompted him to commit the moft odious and fhocking.
crimes. Although 2 prince in the bigoted age of Philip might
be perfuaded, that the intereft of religion would be advanced by
falfehood and perfecution;; yet it might be expeted, that, in a vir-
tuous prince, the fentiments of honour and humanity would, on
fome occafions, triumph over the didtates of fuperfltion s but of
this triumph, there occurs not a fingle inflance in the reign of
il who, without hefitation, violated his moft facred obliga-
tions as often as religion afforded im a pretence; and under that
pretence exercifed for many years the moft unrelenting cruelty,
withou relu@tance or remorfe. - His ambition, which was exor-
bitant; his refentment, which was implacable ; his arbitrary tem-
per, which would fubmit to no controul; concutred with his bi-
goted zeal for the catholic. religion, and carried the fanguinary
fpirit, which that religion was calculated to infpire, to a greater
height in Philip, than it ever attained in any other prince of that,
or of any former or fuccceding age.

Sows hiftorians have diftinguifhied this prince by the title of
Philip the prudent, and have reprefented him as the wifel, as
well as the moft religious prince, that ever filled the Spanifh throne.
Butit is quetionable, whether he be entitled to praife on account
of his prudence, any more than on account of his religion. In
the beginning of his reign, he difeovered great caution in his mi-
litary enterprifee; and on fome occafions, made even greater pre-

* Birto,
Vor.IL. 36 parations
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K parations than were neceffary to infure fuccefs, But his ambition,

XY, his refentment, and his abhorrence of the proteftants were too

violent to fuffer him to aé conformably (o the di€tates of found
policy and prudence.  He might have prevented the revalt of his
Dautch and Flemifh fubjedts, if, after the reformation in the Ne-
therlands was fuppreffed by the dutchefs of Parma, he had left
the reins of government in the hands of that wife princefs, and
had not fent fo odious a tyrant as the duke of Alva to enflave
them. He might, after the defeat of the prince of Orange, have
siveted the chains of flavery about their necks, and gradually ac-
cultomed them to the yokes if, by engaging in too many expen=
five enterprifes, he had not exhaufted his exchequer, and made it
in fome meafure neceffary for Alva to impofe the taxes of the teath,
and twenticth penaics, for the maintenance of his troops. He
might, through the great abilities of the duke of Parma, have
again reduced the revolted provinces to obedience, if he had not
conceived the wild ambition. of fubduing England, and acquiring
the fovereignty of France. His armies in the latter part of his
reign were never fuficiently numerous to execute the various en~
terprifts which he undertook; yet they were much more nume-
sous than he was able to fupport, Few years pafled in which they
did not mutiny for want of pay. And Philip fuffered greater pre-
judice from the diforders and devaftation which his own troops
commilted, than T cver received from the arms of his enemies.
Againft bis attempts on England and France, his wifefl counfel-
lors remonfirated in the frongeft terms. And prudence certainly
required that, previoully to any attack upon the dominions of
others, e thould have fecured poffeffion of his own. Yet fo great
was his illufion, that rather than delay the execution of thofe
fehemes which his refentmet and ambition had fuggefled, he chofe

©
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to run the rifk of lofing the fruits of all the victories which the
duke of Parma had obtained ; and having left defencelels the pro=
vinces which had fubmitted to his authority, he thereby afforded
an opportunity to the revolted provinces, of eftablifhing their
power, on fo firm a foundation, as could not be thaken by the
whole firength of the Spanifh monarchy, exerted againft it for
more than fifty years®,

* By o wie Mary of Pnigal, Pl bnd e but Don Carlo; and
by bis fecond, Mary of England, el g of Heury 1. of
Frs b i o dghe, rr.bzun cvan.xmm. an e former o
whom wis m h

Saeoy, Fl e hmfr, o nu.u.,., emperor Fer
Phili'sown e s o b v
e il ey fm.m him,

i e iy o
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HE prince of Orange begins his Apology, which is ad- APPENDIX.
dreffed to the confederated States, with obferving, that “rie

being confeious of having devored his life and fortune to the fer-
vice of the Netherlands, it afforded him great joy to reflect upon
the teflimony given to. his fidlity and zeal, in that barbarous
don which had been publithed againft him by the king
of Spain.  “ T have reafon likewife, continued he, * o rejoice.
at the opportunity which is thus prefented to me, to vindicate
my condudt from thofe malignant imputations, which have been
caft upon it by certain ignoble hirelings and which are repeated
and fet forth in the blackeft colours in this Profcription. For I
am not accufed at this time by any of thofe obfcure libellers, to
whom I have ever thought it beneath my dignity to reply; but
by a great and powerful priuce, who intends, through my fides,
to wound, and if poflible to deftroy, the confederacy. 1 can with,
confidence appeal to you, who are well acquainted with my paft
life, whether it has ever been my pradtce, cither to praife my-
RIf or to cenfure others. And I muft likewife appeal to you
and to the world, whether now, when I am accufed of ingra-
tiwde, infidelity, and hypocrify, compared to & Judss and a
Cain, called a rebel, a traitor, a difturber of the public peace,
and an enemy to mankind; and when both pecuniary and hono-

3 rary
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whether after this, the duty which I owe to myfelf, and (o you
who have repofed in me fuch unlimited confidence, does not call
upon me to fay what I can confitently with truth, to prove the
‘malice and falfehood of my acculer ? 1f you know his reprefenta-
tion of my condu@ to be jufl, you will fhut your ears againft the
defence which T am about to offer; but if you have known me
from my youth to be more faithful, and chzﬂc, and virtaous, than
the Author of this infamous Profeription, T thall exped that you
will attend favourably to what I fhall i S & ot judg-
ment in vindication of my integrity andinnocence.

* Tug fiuft crime of which T am accufed in this Profeription,
is ingratitudé ;- and a recital is made of favours beftowed on me
by the king himfelf, and the emperor his father; to the latter of
whom, it is faid, 1 owed my fucceffion to. the late. prince of,
Orange; and 10, the former, my having been admitted into the
order of the Golden Flecce, and appointed a counfellor of flate,
and governor of the provinses of Flolland, Zesland, Useesht, and
Burgundy.

“ No man refpects more than T do the memory of the emperor,

.and T refled with much fatisfation on the many proofs of ac-

tachmént which T received from him. But the neceffity which
Tam laid under o vindicate my charader, obliges me to oblerve,
tha of the fort of favours which are objected to me, T never re-
ceived any from the emperor, but on the contrary fuffered great
Tofs and prejudice in his fervice, With relpedt to my fucceffion
to the inheritance bequéathed to me by my coufin, the late prince
of Orange, it is impoffible to conceive any ground for alleging
that T was at all indebted for it to the emperor. My right to

that
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that inhetitance was indifputable; nor was there ever any prince
or private perfon, who pretended to callin queftion its validity.
Would not the emperor have been juflly accufed of tyranny snd
injulice, if he had prevented me from enjoying it? And does
my accafer reckon it an inflance of goodnefs. in a prince, merely
not to defraud and opprefs his faitbfal fubje

« Atz Earope knows what important fervices the emperor re-
ccived from the pridce my kinfman; who commanded his armies,
extended his dominions, and died at his feet. Had the emperor
employed his power to_ difippoint the laft will of one who had
ferved him with fo much fidelity and fuccefs, would he not have
involved his name in perpetual infamy ? Befides, that cven al-
though he had inclined to alt a part fo unworthy of his character,
et of the moft valuable part of that inheritance he could mof
have deprived me, as it lies within the territory of the King of
Trance, on whom alone 1 depend for the fecure poffefion of ir,
But even allowing that what is faid of my obligations to the
emperor were true, yet the king. of Spain. is furely. not intitled to
reproach me with it; who, in contempt of all law and jufice,
has, to the utmoft of his power, endeavoured to deprive me of
the inheritance in queftion, and rendered ineffe@tual that kinduefs
of the emperor, for my unmindfulnefs of which he accufes me of
ingratitude.

“ GRATITUDE, in the opinion of this prince, ought not to
be confined tolthe perfon by whom favours have been beflowed,
but ought to extend likewife to'his defeendants : and it is becaufe
1 have oppofed the fon, whofe father was my bencfactor, that T
am deemed ungrateful: ~ Let him apply this golden rule to his own
condu@, as he has applied it to mine; and he will then perceive

Vor. 11 3H which
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APPENDILIX

n was the firft of
the family of Aufiria, who came into. the Netherlaads. - Aud no
perfon acquainted with hiflory is ignorant of the important abli<
gations which that emperor reccived from my kinfan eount
Egelbert of Naffau; by whom hewas powerfully fupported
againft Lewis the cleventh of France ; by whom the people who
had rebelled againf him were fubdued; and by whom likesife
be recovered his liberty, of which the jealonfy of the Flemiogs
bad deprived him. Need I mention what every body knows, of
the fervice performed to the late emperor Charles, by count Henry
of Naffau my uncle, wwho was in reality the perfon that prevailed
with the cleclors to confer upon him the Imperial crown ? Was
it not by the bravery of René, prince of Orange, that the e
peror fubducd the duchy of Gelderland; and by that of Phi
bert, that he gained poffeffion of Lombardy and Naples, and the
perfon of the pope, and the city and fate of Rome ? And will
Bis fon pretend to reproach the memory of thele great men, by,
boatting of bis father’s kindnefs, in fuffering juflce to be done to
thelr Kinfinan? Am I not authorifed from the few fa@s which I
Tave mentioned, to alért, that had it not been for the houfes of
Orange and Naffau, which T Have the honour 1o reprefent, my
defamer could not have put fo many pompous tiles, as are in-
ferted in the beginning of his profeription &

« By what I have faid, I would not be underftood to difclaim
eery kind: of obligation to the cmperor.’. I fhall for ever retain
2 grateful remembrance: of the honovr which he did me; when
afier having taken upon himflf the infpection of my education,
and kept me ming years about bis perfon, he gave me the impor-
tant charge of all. his ordnance in. the Netherlands : andin my:
abfeace, withont any application made i my behalf, in contea~

dition
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didtion to' the reprefentations of his  courtiers; and in preference ATFE!

to many officers of great experience, appointed me commander in 15
chief of his army, atthe:age of twenty-one, T refle with gra
titude on. that teflimony of regard, with which he honoured me at
the time of hi ion, when haviog
be gave me a public proof of his affedtion, by placing me next
him, and leaning upon me, to fupport himfelf under the fatigue
ofthat folemnity. . | know likewife, that he meant to give mea
further proof of his regard, whien he impofed upon me the irk+
fome tafk of carrying the lmperial crows to b brother Ferdinand.
But will my enemics pretend to affety either that [ hewed my=
felf unworthy,of - thefe. honours, or that my iatereft and fortune
were. promoted by them? Did the troops, when. I commanded
them, fuffer. any. repulfe or damage? On the contrary, although
the plague raged among them, and I had two of the ableft gene=
rals of the age, the duke de Nevers, and the admiral Coligay, for
my opponents; 1 kept them. at bay, and fortified the towns of
Charlemont and Philipuille, in fpite of their moft vigorous endea~
vours to prevent me.  While the fecvices which I performed cor=
refponded to the truft repofed in me; I can affiem with truth, that
houour was the only acquifition which T derived.from the favour
that was thewn me. - From the chamber of accounts it will appeary
thatl i pecuni ces. Lam
able to prove by, the moft inconteflible evidence, that my. unavoid-
able expence as general, added 1o the expence of my cmbally into
Gerany, and that which Tincurred, when the king required me to
seceive and entertain the numerous foreiga robility, who crouded.
(0 congratulate him on his acceffion, amounted to 1o lefs than one
pillion five hundred thoufand forins. . And 10 indemaify me for
his expence, what return did I receive from the kings, who now
Ha accufes
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begun to affect my claim to_the lordfhip of Chatel Bellin, before
the fupreme court of jullice at Mechlin; when the counfellors
Id regiftered their opinion, and on the day when they wefe to
have pronounced fentence in my favour, this king, who had juft
fiworn to govern us according to the laws, did, in violation of thefe
laws, interpofe his arbitrary power, and forbid. the judges to pro-
ceed; nor fince that time, have they been ever permitted to do me
jultice,

Wit what T have fid fhall be confidered, the goveraments
‘which were beftowed on me, will ot appear to be more than was
due for the fervices which I have performed; nor more than
an adequate compenfation for that extraordinary expence, which
thefe fervices had coft me. Hiad the king allowed me to remain
in poffeffion of thefe governments, he might have had fome re
fon for reproaching me; although it was ot in reality to him
Twas indebted for them, but to the emperor, by whom it was de-
termined they fhould be conferred upon me, before his departure
from the Netherlands. ~ But fince my aceufer has laboured to ex~
pel me from them; fince he has, to the utmoft of his power, de-
prived me of my poffeflions, befides carrying off my fon to Spain,
i contempt of the privileges of this country, which e had fworn
o preferve inviolate, becaufe 1 would not lend myfelfa willing
infirument of his oppreion; afiee this, I fay, is he inided to
accafe me of ingratitude ?

¢ Now s there any better ground for his accufation, that T have
violated the allegiance, which 1 owed him as my fovereign.
Though 1 have rejected his authority, yet I have done nothing
more than was done by his anceflor, Albert duke of Auflria, thg

founder
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founder of his faraly, againft my ancellor, the emperor Adolphus APPENDIX:
e

of Naffiu.  And befides this; I fli6uld gladly know by what title
my accufer poffefies his Caftilian dominions? Did riot his pre=
deceffor Henry of Caftle, a baftard, rife in rebellion againft his
brother Pedro, his Tawful fovereign, whom he killed with his
own hand? And is not Philip the lineal heir of that ufurper?
T may be faid, that Pedro was a tyrant, and thercfore jully de=
throned and flain. And may not the fume plea be offered in ex~
cufe for the part which I have acted » May it not be' fuid with
truth of Philip, that his condudt has been that of a cruel tyrant
and that the eruelties exercifed by Pedro, were much lefs focking,
and horrible, than thofe which have been perpetrated by the
duke of Alva and his affociates? T muft farther obferve, that as
King of Spain, T owe him no fubmifion, but only as duke of Bras
bant. And as he is duke of that province, I, by reafon of the ba-
onies which L hold there, am one.of the principal mermbers of it.
But he has forgotten the conditions on which he- reccived this
dukedom.  He has forgotten the folemn oath which. he t0ok 0
preferve our privileges ; and that it is an exprefs article. of the
compa@ betwixt us, that if he fail in his engagements, our obli-
gation to obey him as our fovercign Mall ceafe. All Europe has
witnefled his open contempt of thefe engagements. Al Europe
will bear me witnefs, when I fay, tha not a fingle privilege only.
but every privilege of which we boafted, and which he had fivorn
to maintain, has been violated ; and not in a fingle inftance only,
but in'a thoufend inflances. In my own perfon, 25 1 have al-
ready hinted, T have had ample experience of his lawlefs tyranny
my fon, at an age when e was incapable of offending him, has
been torn from me.  All my cflates and goods have been confif-
cated; and I myRlf declared a traitor and rebel, without any of’
thofex
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‘men of the loweft clafs vefted with his authority, by petsifoggers,
and others too mean to, be employed as pages, by one who holds
the rank, which I'have long beld in the: Netherlands. : Ldo not
deny, that at his acceflionT took the cuftomary eath of allegiance s
but the tie. on me to' yield: obedience, and. that on him to, afford.
protedtion, were mutaal; and it is a dictateof common fenfe, that
in obligations of this fort;. the failure of cither party:fets the other
free from his eogagemens.

“BUT evenif T had ot received any perfonal injury, Tliould
Bave thought myfelf indifpenfably obliged tooppofe the tyrannical
meafiires which wete purfued. ~ For itis not the prince only' who
fivears to maintain the fundamental Taws. . The fame oath is' re-
quired of the nobles, ‘and of all Who are admitted into public
employments. By this oath I was frily bound to do every thing.
in my power to refeue my fellow-citizens from the oppreffions
under which they ‘groancd, and, bad I ot done what my encmny
complains of; Tfhould have been jufly chargeable with the crifme,
6F which all the world knows that he has been guilty, a breach of
the moft facred and folemn obligation.

T this imputation, I knoys that his partifansare ready to reply,
that although he fwore at his acceffion to maintain our privileges,
et the pope had granted him a difpenfation from his oath. I leave
it to divines and others, better acquainted than I am with religi-
ous contoverfies, to determine, whether this arrogance of the pope,
in affuming power to fet men free from the obligation of an oath,
b not an impious encroachment on the prerogative of Heaven,
and [ leave it to,the to,determine, whether this pretenfion is
R0t deftrudise of faith among men, and fubverfive of focicty. T

fpeak
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peake it therefore of 'the lawfulnell of Philip's condug ‘fier AP7EDI%,
Having obtained this boafted difpenfation, but of his folly in ap= isier
plying for it The tie betiween him and his fubjects was flriely

mutasl 5 and by procoring'a difpentation for himeIf, e at the

fume tisne fetme, and all hs other fubjecs, free from the engage-

sments whicl we came under to yield Bim obedience. It i3

ehildifh and trifling o fay, that by means of the difpenfation he

is frce, Bt that we who have not been difpenfed with, are il

a8 much bound 48 cvér.  For from the: moment that he conliders

Himfelf 35 difengaged (by what means foever his obligati
Qiflved), the condition on which we promifed cbedince
semoved, it mutt be ablurd to reproach us with infideliy.

“1 cone mow to that part of the profeription, in which I am
aceufed of haviog been the author of all the difturbances that have
happened.  With fuch of you ds are old enough o remémber the
ife of thefe diffurbances, theré will be o need 1o defend myfif
againit fo groundlefs an imputtion'; but ‘fo the fkeé of tHofe
who were too young a that time to form 4 judgment of what

faw, it s necelfary T fhould give fome account, of thofe
tranfactions, which are o gmﬁs\y mifreprefented i this infimous
‘profeription

«No perfon :cqlmmcd it Sbndudh of my accufer in. his
otlier dominions; o with the cruelties excrifed ip Granada, Mex=
o) ank Pt avilk be.at a Jofs.to account for the calamities withy
which the people of the Low Countris have been overwhelm
Toithe very, beginning of his xeign, his defpotic temper was con=
fpiouous... The.empezor bis. father, faye it with decp concers, and.
when the coust de Bofli, and Ty and feveral others were prefent,
hevexborted himtoiteeat bis Flemith fubie@ts with greater. mode-

2 ration;

VVABIHSC



44

APENDIX. ration ; and foretold; that if the pride and arrogance of

e

& P PIE. NI D, Iy X,

5
nifl counfellors were, not eflrained, the people. of the Nether-
lands. would ere long be. escited to,revolt. - But this wholfome
counfel had ot the effect which the emperor intended, His fon
Al confilted only with Spaniards; e fill foflered as much as
ever  his - paffion’ for arbitrary power; and refolved, iu contra~
di@tion to his interefl if, sightly underfiood, as well as to his
oath, to overturn our ‘confitution. . The condition annexed to
your grant of the: nine years fupply, that the money Mould be
difpofed of by your own commiflioners, excited in him and in
his counelors the moft inveterate refentment. 1 have been pre-
fent, when thefe countellors who kaew well their mafler's fenti-
sments, advifed him to_the purfuit of meafures, by which you
wereall to have been adjudged to death. But it was by accident
1 came to know that thefe bloody counfels had been adopted.
From the French king's own mouth, when T refided at his court
a5 an hoftage, I learnt that a plan had ‘been concerted with the
duke of Alva, to extirpate from France and the Netherlands all
who were fufpedied of being favourably inclined o the reformed
religion. T concealed from the French monarch, my ignorance of
the defign'; and the indignation which it excited in me. By the
interceffion of the dutchefs of Savoy, I obtained leave to return
into the Netherlands, where (I deay it not, on the contrary I glory
in i) 1 promoted with all my influcnce that earneft requeft, which
the States preferred to the king for the removal of the Spanifh
troops.

“1 that amidft the
which this profeription is filled, there s truth in another part
of the charge which is 1sid againft me. T acknowledge, that after
having remonfirated in vaia to the dutchefs of Parms, againft the
7 cruel
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crudl and arbitrary meafires that were purfued ; being prompted APPENDE

by my dread of a civil war, by my concern for the calamitics of
the people, and by a fenfe of duty arifing from the oath which T
had fivorn to maintain their rights, T called together the principal
nobility, and attempted 10 open their eyes to the impending
danger.

“ I ackNowLEDGE likewife, that I approved of the fupplica-
tion, which was prefented by the nobility, againft the placarts aad
execations. Tam far from being cither afhamed, or forry for the
counfel which I gave. 'That fapplication was not only the moft
moderate. meafure that could have been devifed, bt was firictly
conformable to. the conftitution and practice of the Netherlands ;
and happy had it been for the king, as well as for the people, had.
he complied with the requeft which it contained,

 WiTi refpec o that part of the profeription, in which my

accufer reproaches me, on account of the favours which T have -

fhewn to the proteftants; T confels, that before I embraced the
reformed rligion, I never hated thofe who profefled it. Nor will
this appear furprifing, when it is confiered that my mind had
been early tin@tured with its principles, and that my father, who
had eftablifhed it in his dominions, lived and died i the profeffion
of it. I confefs, that cven while, in confequence of my educa-
tion at the emperor’s court, T held the catholic perfinafion, I al-
ways abhorred the barbarities which were exercifed by the popifl
inquifitors. T confefs, that at the time of the king's departure
from Zealand, when he commanded me to put to death certain
‘pefons attached to the proteftant faith, T refufed to obey, and gave
thefe perlons private warning of the danger to which they were
expofed. T confels, that, in the council of State, I made all the

Vou. II. 31 oppofition
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APPENDIX. appofition ia my power to the perfecutions that were propofed ;

el
b

pardly from motives of compalfion of humaity, partly from my.
convidtion of the abfurdity of punifhing men. for opiaions which
ey could aot change, whe they did not diflesh the public tren
quiliey; and partly from a perfusfion, that the,violeat remedics
employed were caleulated to difappoint the end in view.  But
while, for thefe reafons, 1 was from the beginaing averc to per-
feeution ; you all know that 1 had no concern, either in the fatro-
dudtion of the reformed religion into the Netherlands, or in the
rapid progrefs which it made during the government of the dut-
chefs of Parma. You know, that at that time I poffefied not the
fmalleft influence with thofe, by whom it was introduced andpro-
pagated; and you likewife know, that with regard to thofe difor-
ders, into which the protefants fuffered their zeal to betray them,
fo far from giving them my countenance or approbation I exerted
my authorty to zeleaia, thems 1 punifhed the perpetrators with
feverity; and. have, on. accounc. of the rigous which I exerciled,
been, by many among, the proteftants, moft cruclly calumniated
and defamed,

T 10pE to be exeufed on this occafion, for obferving that there
is.0n¢ cizeumftance. in. the, profeription, that gives me pleafure.
Notwithanding the malice and raocour, and contempt of truth
‘whicl my, accufer has difcovered, there is one crime, often laid to.
the charge of the, governars. of provinces, of which he has not
ventured to accufe me; 1mean: that of avarice, or the embezzlement
of, the. public, money» Of this defpicable crime. indeed, I have
been. accufed by fome unkinown. perfons in certain defamatary
writings that have been. circulated. But from the filence obferved.
on.this head by my inveterate enemy, thefe Jibellers may fee the

folly,
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Folly, ‘as well as falfehdod of:their,infinuations. , To, you,there
cant be o oeeafion to vindicate, my condut... I give thanks o
God that 1 learnt at an carly.period;; of how, much confequepce
it wab for ‘one who-governs . frec people; not,oaly o prefcrve
imfelf untainted, bubsevento-keep Mm@l free from the fulpi-
cion of corruption. ' And yon knows that on, this account Lhave
conflantly declined taking.any, charge of the publig moncy 3, 3ad
from the begianing of my! adminiftration, have transferred ot
the colleion and diftribution of it to others.

T an aseuled in the profeription, of having pradifed to return
into Holland, by undertaking to defend the people from the tax of
the tenth penny, which, it i faid, was impofed upon them by the
duke of Alva, without the king’s confent; and T am accufed like-
wife of having peefccuted and expelled the catholics. - If, by prac-
(ifing; my accufer means that 1 folicited for liberty to return, there
5528 ltdle truth in. this, as in his other aflertions. . T myRIf was
moft carncflly folicited 3 and T am ready to fhew letcers which [
ot only from the goveraors of towas, but from the ci-
tizens, intreating me to come and deliver them: from the ryranny.
of the Spaniards.  And, in complying vith thefe enteatis, what
did 1 do, that my duty did not require from me? L autempted to
deliver from flavery, ‘the provinces which had been committed to
vy cares whofe liberties  had firorn to maintain : and of the right
the king had no power, without the confeat of

to govern which,
the States, to,deprive me.

« No part of his profeription gives me.geeater furprife, than
(hat in which Lam accufed of perfecution. It is impoffible but
even the Romanifs themfelves muft bear witnefs to the fallchood
2F o injurious an imputations. No pecfon in the Netherlands en

31z, be
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APPENDIX. be ignorant, that, far from employing rigour, T have often argued

st

and remonfirated again it, and have promoted lenity in the treat-
‘ment of the catholics to the utmoft of my power.  OF this, even
my acculer himfclf feems to make an indire€t acknowledgment. 1
feigned, he fays, that the perfecution of the catholics difpleated
me. But how does he know that I feigned ? Have not my adtions
een at al times open? Why does he not judge from them of my
intention? Never had one perfon Jefs ground for accufing ano-
ther of any crime; than my accufer has to caft on me the impu-
tation of hypoerify.  Did T, either before, or at the time when he
conferred thefe obligations upon me, for which he has reproached
me with ingratitude did I ever offer the incenfe of flattery, cither
%0 himfelf or to the dutchefs of Parma, or his tools and confidents
in the council? On the contrary, did I not openly, and without
difiuife, condemn the meafures which he had didtated, and which
they purfued? Was it pofible for me to fpeak more plainly than
1.did, or to give a clearer teltimony of my averfion to his defigns,
than by ‘defiring him, as I did frequently, to fuffer me to refign
my governments, becau it was not in my power to yield him the
obedience which he required? Such was my condu@ before my
departure into Germany and fince that time, s there a fingle
fep of my condudl that will ad:
erify?

im? Have I not raifed armies againt him ; taken towns
which he polfeled; repulfed his forces, and expelled him utterly
from at leaft two of the provinces, over which he tyrannized? Is
there any thing in this that can be termed hypocrify?

 Bor my accafe willnotfind it o ey to vindicate bis own

condudt from this odious imputation.  Read my defence which I
publifhed
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publifhed fome years ago; and you will perceive to which of us. A?PENDIX.
S

belongs the appellation of hypoerite and déceiver. In that defence
there are copies of letters swhich I reccived from him, filled with
profeffions of friendfhip and regard, at the very time when, as
appears from the fequel, e had doomed me to defiruétion.

* Bur why hould I expe@ to be dealt with equitably, by one
whofe conféience allows him to affirm, that his minifler the duke
of Alva impofed the tax of the tenth penny, and urged the levying
of it with fuch inflexible obflinacy, without his authority or con-
feaz? Ts it credible that one who knew this king’s temper fo well
45 Alva, and who had ever fhewn the greateft folicitude to pleafe
him, would have prefumed, by a meafure fo tyrannical and unpre-
cedented, to run the rifk of kindling a civil war? O, if tiis wary
Spaniard was in reality fo rafh and prefumptuous, can it be be-
lieved by any perfon who confiders the important confequences
with which his rafhnefs and prefumption were attended, that the
king would not, long ere this time have difavowed him, and made
feel the weight of his difpleafure ? Was not Alva punifhed.
for ordering his fon to marry his coufin, rather than another wo-
man, whom he had debauched under a promife of marriage ? Was
not this old fervant banithed for this venial tranfgreffion, from
his mafter’s prefence, and thrown into prifon, from which he
‘would never have been delivered, if one better qualified to tyran-
sife over the Portuguefe could have been found in Spain? And
‘what opinion muft we form of a king, who, for this private offence,
could punifh an ancient friend and fervant with fo much feverity ;
while, notwithflanding the crime of treafon, the moft public and:
notorious, and produtive of the moft dreadful calamilies to his
faithful fubje@t, he not only fuffered him to.pafs unpunithed, but
seccived him with open arms, and. Josded him with honours ?

Afice.
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‘Afeer this, will he Qill employ the language'of 4 g6od king, dnd
boaft of his affetion for his people

T a great part of what semains of his Apology, the priace of
Orange €aters iato « detai of the tranfalions recorded in the pre-
ceding hiftory. | T fhall therefore pafs over this, and fet before the
reader what relates to. the reproach, which Philip cafls on Wil
Fiam’s marriage with the, daughter of the duke de Montpenfier,
who was the princefs: of Orange at the time of publifhing the
profeription.

& My aceufer,” continuts he,  is not fadlsfied with faying
‘every  ihiog that can biaékéhmy chsfifter” and rénder it odious
to the world; but he has likewife atienipted to taint the ho-
rour of my wife.” He fays, ¢ that T Have infamotlly married a
religious woman, folemnly blefled By thehinds of thie bifliop, in
Conteadiction o the laws of chriftiatity, aud of the Romifh ehirch,
‘and that T did fo whillt my Hirfage’fobfified Wi aother wo-
inan.” Thovgh this ailection’ weré il true, it would ill be-
come this inceftuous and adulterous King o accufe me.” Bt you
Ynow that it is entirely withodt foundation.”’ My marriage With
‘my former wife, now dead, did not fubfift, ‘and the ground of her
‘divoree ‘was dpproved even by the dofors of the Romaii'church ;
and by thofd iltuftriotsprinees fo whom fhie was allied. My
prefent wife tas not, even by the rulés of the popift church,
a religiods woman, i the (eaf¢ mieaiit by my accufer. The duke
of Montpenticr, ‘my' father-in-taw; 'who §8 fincerely” attdched to
thé “Gatlolic “ithuhion” (6t  ‘Chedindl” Grantelle, and ‘other
S panifh inicAers, from fntéréfh b from prineip i
fpared o pains t5 pit the Tawfulnes of lis davghter’s' martiage
‘beyond doutt 6 Eontroverly. * Fi¢ found it the cledr opimion, not
5 only

UVVABHSC



A.P P END.I X

431

ouly,of the_principsl_perfons in the parlisment of Paris, but of A?PENDIX.

fevezal bifhops and doflors whom he confulted, that even if a pro-
‘mife of celibacy had been given by my wife, yet, in confideration
of her youthy,it wopld nog have been binding, s it would have
been contrary to the rules of  the Gallican church, to the decrecs
of the high court of juftice in France, and even to the ordinances.
of the councilsof Trent, to which my adverfary pays fuch uali-
‘mited fubmiffion.  He fikewife found, that in reality no fuch pro~
mife was ever made; that fundry protefations had been taken, (o
prevent any perfon from imagining that his daghter cver intedd=
ed to take the vow ; and that, even in her abfence, the moft unde~
niable evideace of this had been produced,

T satn before, that although my marriage were not {5 unex-
ceptionable as you fee it is, even by the principles of the church
of. Rome, it would. ill_become my accufer to approsch me on
account .of it..  He. feems not o, have ‘zemembered he com-
mon maxim, that, whoever ventures to, accufe another,, ought
10 be well aflured that, he himfelf,s innocent.  And yet is not
this King, who has endeavoured to figmatife my lawful marriage
with infaumy, the hufband of his own niece 2 J¢ wil be faid by hia
partifans,, that, he previoully, obtained 2 difpenfation from the

Pope,  But does not the woice of nature cry alond again® fuch an
inceftuous, conjundtion ?.-And in order to make room for this
masriage, is it not true, that he put to death his former wife, the
motber of his children, the daughter and fifler of the Kings of
France? T fay not this, prompted by my relentment, rafbly and
at random. 1 aflert, that.in France there is evidence of the hio-
rid deed of which I now accufe him,.

I

UVYVA.BHSC




432
AprENDIX.
e

AP PR N D I )

I was ot a fingle murder that was perpetrated for the (ke
of this extraordinary marriage. His fon too, his only fon, was fa-
crificed, in order to furnifh the pope with a pretext for fo unufual
a difpenfation; which was granted, ‘in order to prevent the Spa-
nifh monarchy from being left without a male-heir. This was the
true caufe of the death of Don Carlos; againft whom fome mif~
demeanours were alleged, but not  fingle crime fufficient to juftify
‘his condemnation, much lefs to vindicate a father for embruing
his hands in the blood of his fon. ~ And if Don Carlos was in rea-
ity guilty of crimes deferving death, ought not an appeal to have
been made to us, his future fubje@ts? Did the right of judg-
ing, and pronouncing fentence of death againft the heir of fuch
extenfive dominions, belong to Spanih friars and inquifitors, the
oblequious flaves of the father's tyranny ?

“ By'r perhaps this good king made confeience of leaving for
His heir a prince, shom he knew to be born in ualawful wedlock.
For Philip’s marriage with the mother of Don Carlos was not
Iefs contrary to the laws of God and man, than that other of which
T have already fpoken. At the very time when he efpoufed the
princefs of Portugal, the mother of Carlos, his marriage fubfifted
with Ifsbella Oforio, by whom he had two fons, Pedro and Ber-
nardino; a marriage brought about by Ruy Gomez de Silva, prince
of Evoli, to which that nobleman was indebted for bis power and
greatnefs.  And befides, is it not well known that this king lived
in habitual adultery with another woman, the Tady Euphrafia ?
Did he not compel the prince of Aftoli to take that lady for his
wife, when fhe was big with child by Nimfelf? And while it has
een afirmed with certainty, that that unhappy man was taken
off by poifon, do not even the Spanifh courtiers aferibe his death

©
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to the grief which he conceived from the affront to which he swas APPENDIX.

obliged to fubmit, and the cruel neceflty impofed on him, of
acknowledging for his heir the adulterous baflard of another ?
Such, and fo challe has been the condu of this king, who has
the affurance to calumaiate. my lawful marriage as a violation of
the facred Taws of chaflty.

By I hall haften to conclude this A pology, after offering fome
remarks concerning the nature of the fentence that has been pro-
nounced againft me. It is in this partof the edict of profeription,
that the compiler, whether the king himfelf; or fome ignoble in-
flrument of his tyranny, has employed all the thunder and light-
ning of his loquence.  But I thank God, it intimidates me no
‘more, than the anathemas of Clement VIL intimidated my kinf-
man prince Philibert, when he befieged and took the pontiff
prifoner in his caflle of St. Angelo. After the proofs which T
have given, that I fear not all the power which my adverfary is
poffeled of ; and after contending for fo many years againt
his bet generals, with numerous armies under their command,
it was weak in him to expe@ to frighten me with the high
founding terms of this profeription. T have lefs reafon now than
formerly to dread the attempts of thofe abandoned wretches,
whom he has endeavoured to infligate againft me. For Tam not
ignorant, that before this time he has bargained with poifoncrs,
and other murderers, to deprive me of my life. He has now given
me a public warning of his bloody defign. And with the divine
affiftance, and the vigllance of my friends, T trufl, that notwithe
ftanding his diabolical machinations, my ife thall be preferved fo
Tong as the profperity and intereft of this people, to whofe fervice
1 have devoted it, fhall require,

Vou, IL 3K “My
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« My confidence on this head is greatly augmented by refle@ting
wpon the indignation, which I canaot doubt will be generally ex-
cited by that extraordinary meihiod of proceeding againft me,
which my adverfary has adopted.  For there is not, I-am per-
fuaded, o nation or priace in Europe; by whom it will not be
thought difhonourable and barbarous, thus publickly to authorife
and encourage murder; except the Spaniards, and their king, who
have been long cltranged from cvery fentiment of honour and
Tumanity. In having recourle to private affaffinations againft o
declared and open eacmy, does ot this mighty monarch confefs
his defpair of being able to fubdue me by force of arms ? Does he
not give a teflimony in my behalf, and difeover that he dreads the
efforts which I may make againft him ? s it not weak and mean,
to make publickly fo pufillanimous an acknowledgment ? But the
weaknefs and meannefs of this condu@ is not greater than the
abfuedity of His choice of the rewards, which he holds forth
to thofe who fhall exccute his bloody purpofe. For it is not
‘money only that he offers them, but nobility and honour; s if
a regard to honour could influence a man capable of perpetrat-
ing a deed, held in univerfa deteflation.  And if any perfon al-
ready poffelled of nobility were to pollute himfelf by fo foul an
adtion, would not his nobility be from that moment annihilated ?
Would not all fociety and ‘connedtion with him be held ditho-
nourable ?

« Evey my adverfiry himelf feems to have beed in fome mea-
fure fenfible of the truth of this, and therefore he addreffés him~
felf more partieulacly to criminals and malefattors, as thofe who
are moft likely to comply with his requeft. « And in order, fays
he, that his defruction may be the more cffectually and fpeedily
accomplifhed, we, defizous of punifhing vice, and zewarding vir-

7 twe,
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e, gromife on the word of a-king; and a3 the minifiér of God;
that if any perfon fhall be found polfefed of courage, and: public
fpirit fufficient to animate him to_ the execution of this decree,
and to frec us from the aforefiid peft of focicty, we hall order to,
be delivered to him, either in land or money ss he Mhall incline,
the fum of twenty-five thoufand crowns ; and if he fhall have
committed any crime, however enormous, we promife to grant
him our royal pardon, and if he be not alréady noble, we hereby
confer nobility upon him, and likewife on all thofe swho fhall aid
and afift him.” " Ts not this in plain terms, calling on every
defperate wretch, ‘every outeaft from fociety, to aflift i in the
execution of i defign  No crime, However ensrmous; bit fhalk
e pardoncd ; no criminal, Kowéver deteftable, bt allbe crowiicd
Wit Hortour.  Docs this King defecve’ e tile which he affuiics,
of « minifter of God; who thus confounds the diffinétion betsveen
andvirule ; aid thus poblickly avows His williagnels to be-
flow the higheft rewards and” Horiours upon me, defiled Witk the
‘moft abominable
‘perfecuted by one swhofe conitience allows him to have reconrfe to
fuch unhallowed means? And is not fuch depravity of fentiment
in my aceufer, 4 teNimony in belalf of my integtity ?

57 Fave T niot ground to fejeice in being

“TwavE now faid all that feems neceflary to vindicate my.
chara@er from thofe falfe afperfions which are thrown upon
it in-this profcription. Many things which I'might have faid,
I have purpofely omitted. Had I defeended to 2 particular.
aceount of the cruelty, . accompanied with a_contempt of the
‘moft facred obligations, which has been exercifed by my accufer
over this unhappy people, 1 fhould never have come to a conclu~
fion. - But with you there can be no oceafion for giving a more
pasticulas detail.  You have been fpe@ators of the horrid feene 3
i 3Kz an
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APPENDIX. gnd have borne your fhare of thofe oppreffions, which would fall

B

to be deferibed.

«Bur before T conclude, T muft intreat you to reflect ferioufly
upon the means to which our enemy finds it neceffary to have re=
courle, in order to accomplifh his defigns. This infamous pro~
feription, joined to the pains which he and his minifters conti
nually employ to create ivifion among the provinces, thews clearly
that he now defpairs of enflaving us by force of arms, while we

remain united.

17 is indeed againft me chiefly, at this time, that his defigns
are direled.  Were T removed,” he fays, “ cither by death or
banihment, tranquillity would be reflored.”  You will eafily con-
ceive what tranquillity he means, f you call to mind your con=
dition, before I returned into the Netherlands, when you groaned
under the tyranny of the duke of Alva, Would to heaven that
by my banifbment or death you could be delivered from your ca-
lamities ! My enemy fhould not in that cafe find it neceffary to
employ poifoners and affaffns to deftroy me. You all know how
often I have expofed myfelf to danger in your defence, 1 leave
it t0 you, to whom alone it belongs to determine, whether my life
and prefence be repugnant or conducive to the intereft of the
provinces. To you only, and not to the King of Spain, I am ac-
countable for my condu@. You have full authority (and I pledge
myfelf to fubmit to it) to difpofe, as you fhall incline, either of my
perfon, or of my life. Tnterpofe that authority with which T
acknowledge yon to be invefted, and give orders either for my
departure from among you, or for my death 3 i you judge cither
the one or the other for the general good. But if, on the con=
trary, my paft condu@ has convinced you, as T truft it has, of the

fincerity
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fincerity of my zeal and attachment, or if my long experience APPENDIX,
i)

gives you confidence in my ability for conducting your affairs; I “rséa:

fhall il continue to employ in your fervice, the talents which

1 pofles, hoping that you will liften to the carncft exhortations

which I have given you, to maintain harmony and concord in the

flate; and exert yourfelves firenuoully for the defence of this peo-

‘pley whom you have undertaken to protect; depending on the fa-

‘vour of the Almighty, that your endeayours for this end fhall be

atended with fuccefs.”

INDEX.
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