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HUMPHRY CLINKER,

To Dx. LEWIS.
DEAR LEWIS,

OUR fable of the monkey and the

Y pig, is what the Italians call ben
trovata : but I fhall not repeat it to my
apothecary, who is a proud Scotchman,
very thin fkinned, and for aught I know,
may have his degree in his pocket—A
right Scotchman has always two ftrings
to his bow, and is iz atrumgue paratus—
'Certain it is, I have not ’fcaped a fcour-
ing; but, I believe, by means-of that
Vo, II, iB feour-
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2 Tur EXPEPITION oF .

feouring, I have’fcaped fomething worfe,
perhaps a tedious fit of the gout or rheu-
matifm; for my appetite began to flagg,
and I bad certain croakings in the bowels,
which boded me no good—Nay, I am
not yet-quite free of  thefe remembrances,
which warn me to be gone from this
centre of infection—

What temptation can a man of my turn
and temperament have, to live ‘in a place
where every corner:teems with frefh ob-
je@s of deteftation and difguft? What
kind of tafte and organs muft thofe peo<
ple have, who really prefer the adulte-
rate enjoyments of the town to the ge-
nuine pleafures of a country retreat?
Moft people, I know, are originally fe-
duced by vanity, ambition, and childith
curiofity which cannot be gratified, but
in the bufy baunts of men: but, in the
courfe of ‘this gratification, their very or-
gans of fenfe are perverted, and they be-
come habitually loft to every relifh of
what s genuine and excellent-in its own
nature.

Shall T ftate the difference between my

_town grievances, and my ‘country com-

forts? ‘at®Brambleton-hall,” I have el-
bow-room within doors, and breathe “a
elear, elaflic, falutary air——1I enjoy re-

frefhing
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HUMPHRY CLINKER. 3

frefing fleep, which is never difturbed
by horrid noife, por interrupted, but in
a morning by the {weet twitter of the
martlet at my window—~I drink 'the vir-
gin  lymph, pure and cryftaline as it
gufhes from the rock, or the fparkling
Deveridge home-brewed from malt of my
own making; or I indulge with cyder,
which my own orchard affords; or with
claret of the beft growth, imported for
my own ufe, by a correfpondent on whofe
integrity I can depend; my bread is
fweet and nourithing, made from my own
wheat, ground in my own mill, and
‘baked in my own oven; my tableis, in
a great meafure, furnifhed from my own
ground; my five year old mutton, fed
on the fragrant herbage of the mountains,
that might vie with vebifon in juice and
flavour ; my delicious veal, fartened with
nothing but the mother’s milk, that fills
the difh with gravy ; my poultry from
the barn-door, that never knew confine~
ment, but when they were at rooft; my
rabbits panting from the warren; my
game frefh from the moors; my trout
and falmon ftruggling from the ftream ;
oyfters from their native banks; and her-
rings, with other fea-fith, I can eat in four
hours after they “are taken—My f2llod
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4 Tue EXPEDITION or

roots, and pot-herds, my own garden
yields in plenty and perfection ; the pro-
duce of the natural foil, prepared by mo-
derate cultivation, . The fame foil affords
all the different fruits which England may
call her own, fo that my defert is every
day frefh-gathered from the tree; my
dairy flows with nectarous tides of milk
and ercam, from whence we derive abun-
dance of excellent butter, curds, and
cheefe; and the refufe fattens my pigs,
that are deftined for hams and bacon—I
go to bed betimes, and rife with the fun
—I make fhift to pafs the hours without
wearinefs or regret, and am not deflitute
of amufements within doors, when the
weather will not permit me to go abroad
—1I read, and chat, and play at billiards,
cards or back-gammon—Woithout doors,
I fuperintend my farm, and execute plans
of improvement, the effeéts of which I
enjoy with unfpeakable delight—Nor do
I take lefs pleafure in feeing my tenants
thrive under my aufpices, and the poor
live comfortably by the employment
which I provide——You know I have one
or two fenfible friends, to whom I can
open all my heart; a bleffing which, per-
haps, I might have fought in vain among
the crouded fcenes of life: there are a

few
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HUMPHRY CLINKER. 3

few others of more humble parts, whom
1 efteem for their integrity ; and their
converfation I find inoffenfive, though
not very entertaining. Finally, I live in
the midft of honeft men, and trufty de-
pendants, who, I flatter myfelf, have a
difinterefted attachment to my perfon—
You, yourfelf, my dear docor, can
vouch for the truth of thefe affer-
tions.
Now mark the contraft at London—
T am pent up in frowzy lodgings, where
" there is not room enough to {wing a cat;
and 1 breathe the fteams of endlefs pu-
trefacion; and thefe would, undoubtedly,
produce a peflilence, if they were not
qualified by the grofs acid of fea-coal,
which is itfelf a pernicious nuifance ro
lungs of -any delicacy of texture:  but
even this boafted corrector cannot pre-
vent thofe languid, fallow looks, that
diftinguifh the inhabitants of London
from thofe ruddy fwains that lead a coun-
try life 1 go to bed after mid-night,
jaded and reftlefs from the diffipations of
the day—1 ftart every hour from my
fleep, at the horrid noife of the watch-
men bawling the hour through every
fireet, and thundering at every door; a
fet of ufelefs fellows, who ferve no other

B 3 pur-
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6 Tuz EXPEDITION or

purpofe but that of difturbing the repofe
of the inhabitants ; and by five o’clock I
fart out of bed, in confequence of the
Atill more dreadful alarm made by the
country carts, and noify ruflicks bellow=
ing green peafe under my window. If I
would drink water, I muft quaff the
maukifh contents of an open aqueduct,
expofed to all manner of defilement; or
{wallow that which comes from the river
Thames, impregnated with all the filth
of London and Weftminfter—Human
excrement is the leaft offenfive part of the
concrete, which is compofed of all-the
drugs, minerals, and poifons, ufed in
mechanics and manufalture, ehriched
with the putrefying carcafes of beafts and
men; and mixed with the fcourings of
all the wath-tubs, kennels, and common

fewers, within the bills of mortality.
This is the agreeable potation, extolled
by the Londoners, as the fineft water in
the univerfe—As to the intoxicating
potion, fold for wine, it is a vile, unpa-
latable, and pernicious fophiftication, bal-
derdathed with cyder, corn-fpirit, and the
juice of floes. . In an aétion at law, laid
againft a carman for having flaved a
cafk of port, it appeared from the evi-
dence of the caoper, that there were not
y : above
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HMUMPHRY CEINKER. 7

above five gallons of real wine in the
whole pipe, which held-above a hundred,
and even that had been brewed and adul-
terated by the merchant at Oporto. The
bread I eat in London, isa deleterious

afte, mixed up with chalk, alum, and
gone-aﬂxes; infipid to the tafte, and de-
frudive to the conflitution. The good
people are not ignorant of this adultera~
tion; but they prefer it to wholfome
bread, becaufe it is whiter than the meal
of corn: thus they facrifice their tafte
and their health, and the lives of their
tender infants, to a moft abfurd gratifica-
tion of a mifjudging-eye; and the mil-
ler, or the baker, is obliged to poifon
them and their families, in order to live
by his profeffion. The fame monftrous
depravity appears in their veal, which is
bleached by repeated bleedings, and other
villainous arts, till there is not a drop of
juice left in the body, and the poor ani-
‘mal is paralytic before it dies; fo void
of all tafte, nourifhment, and favour, that
a man might dine as comfortably ona
white fricafee of kid-fkin gloves, or chip
‘bats from Leghorn.

As they have difcharged the natural
colour from their bread, their butchers-
meat and poultry, their cutlets, ragouts,

B fri-
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8 T FXPEDITION or

fricafees, and fauces of all kinds; fo
they infift upon having the complexion of
their pot herbs mended, - even at the
hazard of their lives. Perhaps, you will
bardly believe they can be {o mad as to
boil their greens with brafs half-pence, in
order to improve their colour; and yet
nothing is more true—Indeed, without
this improvement in the colour, they have
no perfonal merit. They are produced in
an artificial foil, and tafte of nothing but
the dunghills, from whence they fpring.
My cabbage,  cauliflower, ‘and “fparagus
in the country, are as much fuperior in
flavour to thofe "that are {old in Covent-
carden, as my heath mutton is to that of
St. James’s market; which, in fad&, is
neither lamb nor mutton, but fomething
betwixt the two, gorged in the rank fens
_of Lincoln and Efiex, pale, coarfe, and
frowzy—As for the pork, it is an abomi-
nable carnivorous animal, fed with horfe-
fleth and diftillers grains; and the poul-
try is all rotten, in confequence of a
fever, occafioned by the infamous practice
of fewing up the gut, that they may be
the fooner fattened in coops, in con-

fequence of this cruel retention,
Of the fifh, I need fay nothing in this
hot weather, but that it comes fixty, fe-
venty,
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HUMPHRY CLINKER. o

venty, fourfcore, and a hundred miles
by land-carriage; a circumftance fuffi-
cient, without any comment, to turn a-
Dutchman’s ftomach, even if his nofe
wwas not faluted in evéry alley with the
{weet flavour of fig/h mackarel, felling by
retail—This is not the feafon for oyfters;
neverthelefs, it may not be amifs to
mention, that the right Colchefter are
kept in flime-pits, occafionally overflowed
by the fea; and that the green colour,
{0 ‘much admired by the voluptuaries of
this metropolis, is occafioned by the vi-
triolic fcum, which rifes on the furface of
the ftagnant and ftinking water—Our
rabbits are bred and fed in the poulterer’s
cellar, where they have neither air nor
exercife, confequently they muft be firm
in flefh, and delicious in flavour; and
there is no game to be had for love or
money. ‘

It ‘muft be owned that Covent-garden
affords fome good fruit; which, how=~
ever, is always engroffed by a few indi-
viduals of overgrown fortune, at an €x-
orbitant price; fo that little elfe than the
refufe of the market falls to the fhare of
the community; and that is diftributed
by fuch filthy hands, as I cannot look at
without loathing: It was but yefterday

o Bis that
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10 Tue EXPEDITION or

that I faw a dirty barrow-bunter in the
ftreet, cleaning her dufly fruit with her
own fpittle; and, who knows but fome
fine lady of St. James’s parifh might ad-
mit into her delicate mouth thofe very
cherries, which had been rolled and
moiftened between the filthy, and, per-
haps, ulcerated chops of a St. Giles’s
huckfter—I need not dwell upon the pal-
lid, contaminated mafh, which they call
ftrawberries ; foiled and toffed by greafy
paws through twenty bafkets crufted
with dirt; and then prefented with the
worft milk, thickened with the worft
flower, into a bad likenefs of cream: but
the milk itfclf thould not pafs unanalyfed,
the produce of faded cabbage-leaves and
four draff, lowered with hot water, froth-
ed with bruifed fnails, carried through
the flrects in open pails, expofed to
foul rinfings, difcharged from doors and
windows, {pittle, {not, and tobacca-quids
from foot paflengers, over-flowings from
mud-carts, fpatterings from coach-wheels,
dirt and trafh chucked into it by roguifh
boys for the joke’s-fake, the fpewings of
infants, who have flabbered in the tin-
meafure, which is thrown back in that
condition among the milk, for the bene-
fit of the next cuffomer; “and, fipally,

the
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HUMPHRY CLINKER. 11

the vermin that drops from the rags  of
the nafty drab that vends this precious
mixtare, under the refpectable denomi-
nation of milk-maid.

I fhall conclude this catalogue of Lon-
don dainties, (with that: table-beer, guilt-
lefs of ~hops and: malt, vapid and' nau-
feous 5 much fitter to facilitate the opera-
tion of a vomit, than to.quench thirft and
promote digeftion 3 the tallowey rancid
mafs called butter, manafactured with
candle-greafe and kitchen-ftuff, and their
freth eggs, imported: from France and
Scotland———Now, all thefe enormities
might be remedied with a very little at-
tention to the article of police, or civil
regulation 3 but the wife patriots of Lon-
don have taken it into their heads, that
all regulation is inconfiftent with liberty
and that every - man ought to live in his+
own way, without refiraint——Nay, as
there is not fenfe enough left among
them to be difcompofed by the nuifances
I have mentioned, they may, for aught
I care, wallow in the mire of their own
pollution. !

. A companionable man will, undoubt-
edly, put up with many inconveniencies
for the fake of enjoying agreeable fociety.
A facetious friend of mine ufed to fay,
the wine could not be bad where the
Yora B 6 com

v
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12, Tue EXPEDITION or

company was agrecable; a maxim which,
however, ought to be taken cum grano fa-

- Jis; but what is the fociety of London,
that [ thould be tempted, for its fake, to
mortify my fenfes, and compound-with
fuch uncleannefs as my foul abhors ? Al
the people I fee, are too much engrofled
by fchemes of intereft or ambition, to
have any rooom left for fentiment or
friendthip—Even in fome of my old ac-
quaintance, thofe {chemes and’ purfuits
have obliterated all traces of our former
connexion Converfation is reduced to
party-difputes, and illiberal altereation—
Social commerce, to formal vifits and
gard-playing—If you pick up a diverting
original by accident, it may be dangerous
to amufe yourfelf with his oddities—He
is generally a tartar at bottom  a tharper,
aipy, or a lunatic. Every perfon you
deal with endeavours to over-reach you
in the way of bufinefs; you are preyed
upon by idle mendicants, who beg in the
phrafe of borrowing, and live upon the
dpoils of the firanger—Your tradefimen
are without confcience, your friends with-
out affection, and your dependants with-
out fidelity,—

My letter would fwell into a treatife,
were I to particularize ‘every caufe of of.
fence that fills up the meafure. of my

; aver-
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HUMPHRY CLINKER. 13

averfion to this, and every other crouded
city—Thank Heaven! Iam not fo far
fucked into the vortex, but that I can
difengage myfelf without any great effort
of philofophy—From this wild uproar of
knavery, folly, and impertinence, I thall
fly with double relith to the ferenity of re-
tirement, the cordial effufions of unre-
ferved friendthip, the hofpitality and pro-
teftion of the rural gods; in a word, the
jucunda oblivia vite, which Horace him-
felf had not tafte enough to enjoy,

1 have agreed for a good travelling-
coach and four, at a guinea a-day, for
three months certain; and next week we
intend to begin our journey to the North,
hoping ftill to be with you by the lat-
ter end of O&ober——I fhall continue to
write from every ftage where we make
any confiderable halt; as often as any
thing occurs, which 1 think can afford
you the leaft amufement. In the mean
time, I muft beg you will fuperintend
the ceconomy of Barns, with refpeét to
my hay and corn harvefts; affured that
my ground produces nothing but what
_you may freely call your own—— On any
other terms I fhould be afhamed to ful-
{cribe myfelf

: your unvariable friend,
London, Junc 8. Martt. BRAMBLE,
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L] 7 Iz:«ﬁmm*&mmmmmacxﬁ*;ﬁgsﬁsﬁﬁ

To Sir Wartkin Purrrips, Bart
of Jefus college, Oxon,

DEAR PHILLIPS,

IN my laft, T mentioned my having
{pent an evening with a fociety of authors,
who feemed to be jealous and afraid of
one another. My uncle was not at all
furprifed to hear me fay I was difappoint-
ed in their converfation., ¢ A man may
“ be very entertaining and inftru&ive
€ upon paper (faid he), and exceedingly
¢ dull in common difcourfe. I have ob-
¢ ferved, that thofe who fhine moft in
¢¢ private company, are but fecondary
¢ ftars in the conftellation of genius—A
¢ {mall flock of ideas is more eafily ma-
“ naged and fooner difplayed, than a
€€ great quantity crowded together. There
¢ 1s very feldom any thing extraordinary .
¢ in the appearance and addrefs of a good
¢ writer ; whereas a dull author generally
“ diftinguithes himfelf by fome oddity or
¥ extravagance, For this reafon, Ifan}cly,

& that
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HUMPHRY CLINKER. 5

« an affembly of Grubs muft be very di-
¢ verting.”
My curiofity being excited by this hint,
1 confulted my friend Dick vy, who un-
dertook to gratify it the very next day,
which was Sunday laft—He carried me
to dine with S———; whom you and I have
Jong known by his writings.—He lives in
the fkirts of the town, and every Sunday
his houfe is open to all unfortunate bro-
thers of the quill, whom he treats with
_beef, pudding, and potatoes, port, punch,
2nd Calvert’s entire butt beer.—He has
fixed upon the firft day of the week for
the exercife of his hofpitality, becaufe
fome of his guefts could not enjoy it on
any other, for reafons that I need not €x-
plain. I was civilly received in a plain,
yet decent habitation, which opened back-
wards into a very pleafant garden, kept in
excellent order ; and, indeed, I faw none
of the outward figns of authorfhip,either
in the houfe or the landlord, who is one
of thofe few writers of the age that frand
upon theirown foundation, without patro-
nage, and above dependence. If there
was nothing charateriftic in the enter-
tainer, the company made ample amends
for his want of fingularity. i
At
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At two in the afternoon, I found my-
felf one of ten mefs-mates feated at table ;
and I queftion if the whole kingdom
could produce fuch another affemblage of
originals. Among their peculiarities, I do
nhot mention thofe of drefs, which may be
‘purely accidental.  What firuck me were
oddities originally produced by affecta-
tion, and afterwards confirmed by habit,
One of them wore {pectacles at dinner,
and another, his hat flapped 3 though (as
Ivy told me) the firft was noted for hav-
ing a feaman’s eye, when a bailiff ‘was in
the wind; and the other was never known
to labour under any weaknefs or defe@ of
vifion, except about five years ago, when
he was complimented with a couple of
black eyes by a player, with whom he
had quarrelled in his drink. A third
wore a laced ftocking, and made ufe of
crutches, becaufe, once in his life, He
had been laid up with a broken leg,
though no man could leap over a ftick
with “more agility, A fourth had con-
tracted fuch an antipathy to the country,
that he infifted upon fitting with his back.
towards the window that locked into the
garden, and when a difh of cauliflower
was fet upon the table,  he fnuffed up vo-

latile
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HUMPHRY CLINKER. 17

. latile falts to keep bim from fainting
~ yer, this delicate perfon was the fon of a
~ cottager, born under a hedge, and had
" many years run wild among affes on a
common. A fifth affected diftration—
When fpoke to, he always anfwered from
the purpofe—Sometimes he fuddenly ftart-
ed up, and rapped out a dreadful oath—
fometimes he burft out a laughing—then
he folded his arms, and fighed—and then
he hiffed like fifty ferpents.

At firft; I really thought he was mad,
and, as he fat near me, began to be under
fome apprehenfions for my own fafety,
when our landlord, perceiving me alarm-
ed, affured 'me aloud that I had nothing
to fear. ¢ The gentleman (faid he) 1s
< trying to at a part, for which he is by -
¢ no means qualified—if he had all the -
¢ inclination in the world, it is not in his
¢ power to be mad. His {pirits are too
¢ flat to be kindled into frenzy.” ¢ ’Tis
¢ 1o bad p-p-puff; how-ow-ever -(obferv-
¢ ed a perfon in-a tarnithed laced coat):
¢ aff-flected m-madnefs w-will p-pafs for
¢ w-wit w-with nine-ninet-teen out of
<« twenty.” ¢ And affeted ftuttering
< for humour; replied our landlord, tho’,
« God knows, thereis no affinity betwixt
¢ them.” It feems, this wag, after hav-

ing
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ing ‘made fome abortive attempts in plain
fpeaking, had recourfe to this defe&t,.
by means of ‘which he frequently extort-
ed the laugh of the company, without
the leaft expence of genius: and that im-
perfection, which he had at firk counter-
feited, was now become fo habitual, that
he could not lay it afide.

A certain winking genius, who wore
Jyellow gloves at dinner, had, on his firft
introduction, taken fuch offence at S A
becaufe he looked and talked, and ate
and drank like any other man, that he
ipoke contemptuoufly of his underftand-
ing ever after, and never would repeat
his vifit, until he had exhibited the fol-
lowing proof of his caprice, Wat Wyvil,
. the poet, having made fome unfuccefsful
advances towards an intimacy with S—,
at laft gave him to underftand, by a third:
perfon, that he had written a poem in his
praife, and a fatire againft his perfon;
that if he would admit him to his houfe,
the firft thould be immediately fent to
prefs; but that if he perfifted in de
clining his friendthip, he would publith
the fatire without delay. S replied,
that he looked upon Wyvil’s panygyric,
as in effedt, a fpecies of infamy, and
would refent it accordingly with a good

cudgel;
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HUMPHRY CLINKER. 19

cudgel; but if he publifhed the fatire,
he might deferve his compaffion, and had
nothing to fear from his revenge. Wyvil
having confidered the alternative, refoly-
ed to mortify S by printing the pane-
gyric, for which he received a found
drubbing. Then he fwore the peace a~
gaint the aggreflor, who, in order to
avoid a profecution at law, admitted him
to his good graces. It was the fingulari-
ty in S——’s conduét on this occafion,
that reconciied him to the yellow-gloved
philufophcr, who owned he had fome
genivs, and from that period cultivated

bis acquaintance.
 Curious to know upon what fubjedts
the feveral talents of my fellow-guefts
were employed, I applied to my commu-
nicative friend, Dick Ivy, who gave me to
_underftand, that moft of them were, or
had been, underftrappers, or journeymen,
to more creditable authors, for whom
they tranflated, collated, and compiled,
in the bufinefs of book-making ; and that
all of them had ‘at different times, la-
boured in the fervice of our landlord,
though they had now fet up for them-
felves in various departments of literature.
Not only their talents, but alfo their na-
tions and dialects were fo various; that
our

VVABHSC
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our converfation refembled the confufion
of tongues at Babel. We had the Irith
brogue, the Scotch accent, and foreign
idiom, twanged off by the moft difcor-
dant vociferation ; for, as they all'fpoke
together, no man had any chance to, be
heard, unlefs he could baul louder than
his fellows. It muft be owned, however,
there was nothing pedantic in their dif.
courfe; they carefully avoided all learn-
ed difquifitions, and endeavoured to be
facetious; nor did their endeavours al-
ways mifcarry— fome  droll repartee
pafled, and much laughter was excited ;
and if any individual Joft his temper fo
far as to tranfgrefs the bounds of deco-
Tum, he was effe@ually checked by the
mafter of -the feaft, who exerted a fort of
paternal authority over this irritable
tribe, -

‘The moft learned philofopher of the
whole colle&ion, who had been expelled
the univerfity for atheifin, has made great
progrefs in refutation of lord Boling-
broke’s metaphyfical works, which is faid
to be equally ‘ingenious and orthodox ;
but, in the mean time, he has been pre-
fented to the grand Jjury as a public nui-
fance, for having blafphemed in an ale-
houfe on the Lord’s day, - The Scotch-

man
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HUMPHRY CLINKER. 21

man gives le&ures on the pronunciation
of the Englifh language, which he is now
publifhing by fubfeription.

The Irifhman is a political writer, and
goes by the name of my Lord Potatoe.
He wrote a pamphlet in vindication of a
minifter, hoping his zeal would be re-
warded with fome place or penfion; but
finding himfelf negle¢ted in that quarter,
he whifpered about, that the pamphlet
was written by the minifter himfelf, and
he publithed an anfwer to his own pro-
duéion. In this he addrefled the author
under the title of your lord/bip with fuch
folemnity, that the  public {wallowed the
deceit, and bought up the whole impref-
fion. - The wife politicians of the metro-
polis declared they were both mafterly
performances, and chuckled over the

flimfy reveries of an ignorant garretteer,

as the profound fpeculations of a veteran
ftatefman, acquainted with all the fecrets
of the cabinet. The impofture was de-
tected in the fequel, and our Hibernian
pamphleteer retains no part of his affum-
ed importance, but the bare title of 7y
lord, and the upper part of the table at

the potatoe-ordinary in Shoe-lane.
Oppofite to me fat a Picdmontefe, who
had obliged the public with a humorous
& fatire,

8
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fative, intituled, The Balance of the Englifh
Poets, a performance which evinced the

" great modefty and rafte of. the author, -

and, in particular, his intimacy with the
elegancies of the Englifh language. The
fage, who laboured under the aypi®obia,
or horror.of green fields, had juft finithed a
treatife on practical agriculture, though,
in fact, he had never feen corn growing
in his life, and was fo ignorant of grain,
that our entertainer, in the face of the
whole company, made him own, that a
plate of hominy was the beft rice pudding
he had ever eat.

The ftutterer had almoft finithed his
travels through Europe and part of Afia,
without ever budging beyond the liberties
of the King’s Bench, except in term-time,
with a tip-ftaff for his companion ; and as
for little Tim Cropdale, the moft face-
tious member of the whole fociety, he
had happily wound up the cataftrophe of
a virgin tragedy, from the. exhibition of
which he promifed himfelf a large fund
of profit and reputation. Tim had made
thift to live many years by writing novels,
at the rate of five pounds a volume ; but
that branch of bufinefs is now engrofled
by female authors, who publifh merely
for the propagation of virtue, with fo

much
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.much eafe; and fpirit, and delicacy, and
knowledge of the buman heart, and all
in the ferene rranquility of high life, that
the reader is not only ‘inchanted by their
genius, but reformed by their morality.
After dinner, we adjourned into the
garden, where, 1 obferved Mr. Se—x
gave a fhort {eparate audience to every in-
dividoal ina fmall remote filbert-walk,
from whence moft of them dropt off
one after another, without farther ce-
remony ; but they weie replaced by freth
recruits of the fame clan, who came to
make an afternoon’s vifit; and, among
other’s, a {pruce bookfeller, ‘called bir-
kin, who rode his own gelding, and made
his appearance in a pair of new jemmy
boots, with mafly fpurs of plate. It was
not without reafon, that this midwife of
-the Mufes ufed exercife a-horfeback, for
he was too fat to walk a-foot; and he
underwent fome farcafims from Tim Crop-
. dale, on his unweildy fize and inaptitude
for motion. = Birkin, who took umbrage
at this poor author’s petulance in prefam<
ing to joke upon a.man fo much richer
than himfelf, told him, he was not fo un-
weildy but that he could move the Mar-
thalfea court for a writ, and even overtake
him with it, if he did not very fpeedily

cone
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come apd fettle accounts with him, re-
pecting the expence of publifhing his daft
Ode to the King of Pruffia, of which he
had fold but three, and one of them was
to Whitefield the methodift. Tim affect-
ed to reccive this intimation with good
humour, faying, he expected in a poft or
two from Potfdam, a poem of thanks
from his Pruffian majefty, who knew very
well how to pay poets in their own coin ;
but, in the mean time, he propofed, that
Mr. Birkin and he fhould run three times
round the garden for a bowl of punch, to
be drank at Afhley’s in the evening, and
he would run boots againft flockings.
The bookfeller, who vaiued himfelf upon
his mettle, was perfuaded to accept the
challenge, and he forthwith refigned his
boots to Cropdale, who, when he had
put them on, was no bad reprefentation
of captain Piftol in the play.

Every thing being adjufted, they ftart-
ed together, with great impetuofity, and,
in the fecond round, Birkin had clearly
the advantage, larding the lean earth as he
puff°d along.  Cropdale had no mind to
conteft the viGtory farther; but, in a
twinkling difappeared through the back-
door of the garden, which opened into a
private lane, that had communication

with
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with the high road.—The fpectators’ im-
mediately began to hollow, ¢ Stole away!”
- and Birkin fet off in purfuit of him with
. great ecagernefs; but he had not advanced
| twenty yards in the lane, when a thorn
unning into his foot, fent him hopping
_ back into the garden, roating with pain,
~ and fwearing with, vexation, When he
 was delivered from this annoyance by the
- Scotchman, whe had been bred to furge-
7, he looked about him wildly, exclaim-
| ing, ¢ Sure, the fellow won’t be fuch a
Togue. as to run clear away with. my
< boots I’ .Our landlord having recon-
| noitered the-thoes he had left, which,  in-
deed hardly deferved that name,. ¢ Pray,
< (faid he) M. Birkiny . wa'n’t your boots
¢ made of calf-fkin?” ¢ Calf-fkin or
- ‘¢ cow-fkin (replied the other), Il find a
~ ““ flip of theep-tkin that will do his bufi-
- ¢ nefe—1I loft rwenty pounds by his farce,
¢ which you perfuaded me to buy— I am
- “ outof pocket five pounds by his damn’d
. ““ode; and now this pair of boots,: bran
© < new, coft me thirty thillings, as per re-
' °¢ ceipt.—But. this affair of the boots is
g5¢ felbny——tmnf‘portation.—-1’11 have the
¢ dog indicted at the Old Bailey—I will,
< M. S . L will be reveng’d, even
Vor. II. C ¢ though
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¢ though I fhould lofe my debt in con-
¢ fequence of his conviction.”

Mr. S—— faid nothing at prefent, but
accommodated him with a pair of fhoes;
then ordered his fervant to rub him down,
and comfort him with a glafs of rum-

»punch, which feemed, in a great meafu.e,
‘to cool the rage of his indignation. ¢ Af-
<< ter all (faid our landlord), this is no
s more than a humbug in the way of wit,

<t though it deferves a more refpectable |

«¢ epithet, when confidered as an effort of
<« invention. Tim, being (I fuppofe) out
s¢ of credit with the cordwainer, fell upon
¢ this ingenious expedient to fupply the
« want of fhoes, knowing that Mr. Bir-
« kin, who loves humour, would him-
s felf relith the joke upon a little recol-
¢ lection. Cropdale literally lives by his
<= wit, which he has exercifed upon all his
« friends in ‘their turns. He once bor-
¢ rowed my poney for five or fix days to
¢ .go to Salifbury, and fold him in Smith-
< field at his return.  This was a joke of
¢ fuch a ferious nature, that, in the firft
< tranfports of my paffion, 1 had fome
< thoughts of profecuting him for horfe-

“ fiealing; and even when my refent- | |

"¢ ment had in fome meafure fubfided, as
¢ he
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| ¢ he induftrioufly avoided me, I vowed, T

<« would take fatisfaction on his ribs, with

- ¢¢ the firft opportunity. - One day, feeing

¢ him at fomediftance in the ftreet,coming

' «¢ towards me, I began to prepare my cane
5 2 prep

¢ fora&ion,and walked in the thadow of 2
«¢ porter that he might not perceive me
<€ {oon enough to make his efcape; but,
«in the very inftant 1 had lifted up the
¢ inftrument of corretion, I found Tim
¢¢ Cropdale metamorphofed into a mifer-
< able blind wretch feeling his way with a
*¢ Jong ftick from poft to poft, and . roll-
¢ ing about two bald unlighted orbs in-
¢ ftead of eyes. Iwas exceedingly thocked
¢ at having fo narrowly efcaped the con-
¢ cern and difgrace that would have at-
< tended fuch a mifapplication of ven-
“ geance: but, nextday, Tim prevailed
¢ upon a friend of mine to come and fol-
<« licit my forgivenefs, and offer ‘his note,
“ payable in fix weeks, for the price of
¢ the poney.—This gentleman gave nie
*¢ to underftand, that the blind man was
““no other than Cropdale, who having
“ feen me advancing, and guefling my
< intent, had immediately converted him-
< felf into the object aforefaid.—I was fo
¢ diverted at the ingenuity of the evafion,
¢ that I agreed to pardon his offince, re-

C2 ¢ fufing®
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'*¢ fufing his note, however, that I might
¢ keep a profecution for felony hanging
¢ over his head, as a fecurity for his fu-
¢ ture good behaviour—Bat Timothy
¢ would by no means truft himfelf in my
¢ hands till the note was accepted—then
¢ he made his appearance at my door as
¢ a blind beggar, and impofed in fuch a
¢ manner upon my man, who had been
#¢ his old acquintance and pot-compa-
¢ nion, that the fellow threw the door in
¢ his face, and even threatened to- give
¢ him the baftinado. Hearing a noife in
% the hall, I went thither, and imme-
< diately recolletting the figure I had
< pafled in the fireet, accofied him by
¢ his own name, to the unfpeakable
¢¢ aftonithment of the footman.”

Birkin declared he loved a joke as well
as anotber; but afked if any of the com-
pany could . tell where ' Mr. Cropdale
lodged, that he might feod him a propo-
fal about reftitution, before the boots
thould be made away with, ¢ I would
¢ willingly give bim a pair of new floes,
¢ (faid he) and half a guinea into the
¢ bargain, for the boots, which fitted me
¢ like a glove; and I fhan’t be able to
¢ get the fellow of them till. the good
«¢ weather for riding is over.” . The ftut-

- g tering
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tering wit declared, that the only fecret
which Cropdale ever kept, was the place’
of his lodgings; but he believed, that,
during the heats of fummer, he common-
ly took his repofe upon a bulk; or indul-
ged himfelf, in frefco, with one of the
kennel-nymphs, under the portico of St.’
© Martin’s church. ¢ Pox on him; (cried’
<6 the bookfeller) he might as well have
¢ taken my whip and fpurs—In that cafe,
. ¢ he might have been tempted to fteal
~ ¢« apother herfe, and then he would have
«¢ rid to the devil of courfe.” b

After coffee, I took my ' leave of Mr.
S , with - proper acknowledgments
of “his civility, - and was extremely well
pleafed with the entertainment of the day,’
though not ‘yet: fatisfied, ‘with refpect to
the: nature: of «this connexion, betwixt a
man of charaéter in the literary world, and
a parcel ‘of ‘authorlings, who, in all pro-
bability, would never be able to acquire
any degree of reputation by their labours:
On this head 'interrogated my conduétory
Dick Ivy, wholanfwered me to this effect—
“ One would imagine'S=— had fome view
. ¢ tohisown intereft, in giving countenance
¢and affitance to thofe people, whom he
“ knows to be bad men, as well as bad
¢ writers; but, if he has any fuch view;

: C3 ¢ he
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¢ he will find himfelf difappointed ; for
“if he is fo vain as to imagine he can
¢« make them fubfervient -to his fchemes
““of profit or ambition, they are cun-
““ning enough to make him their proper-
 ty in the meantime. There is not one
¢t of the company you have feen to-day
< (myfelf excepted) who does not owe
 him  particular ebligations.—One of
«¢ them he bailed out of a fpunging-houfe,
¢ and afterwards paid the debt—another
« he tranflated into his family, and cloth-
¢« ed, when he was turned out half-paked
< from jail, in confequence of an act for
¢ the relief of infolvent debtors—a third,
“ who was. reduced to a woollen night-
¢ cap, and lived upon fheeps trotters, up
¢¢ three pair of flairs backward in But-
“¢ cher-raw, he took into prefent pay and
< free quarters, and enabled him to ap-
‘“ pear as a gentleman, without having
<« the fear of fheriff’s officers before his
¢ eyes. Thofe who are in diftrefs he
« fupplies with money when he has it,
¢ and with his credit, when he is out of
¢ cath. When they want bufinefs, he
¢¢ either finds employment for them in his
¢ own fervice, or recommends them to
¢ bookfellers to cxecute fome project he
<¢ has formed for their fubfiftence, = They

<« are
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 « grealways welcome to his table’ (which,
« though plain, is plentiful), and to his
 good offices as far as they will go; and
« when they fee occafion,. they make ufe
e of his name with the moft petulant fa-
. s miliarity ; nay, they do not even fcruple
« to arrogate to- themfelves the merit of
« fome of his performances, and have been
¢ known to fell their own lucubrations as
« the produceof his brain, The Scotch-
« man you faw at dinner once perfonated:
¢ him at an alehoufe in Weft-Smithfield,
¢ and, in the character of §——, had
¢¢ his head broke by a cow-keeper, for
¢ having fpoke difrefpectfully of the
« Chriftian religion ; but he took the
¢ law of him in his own perfon, and the
¢ affailant was - fain to give him ten
¢¢ pounds to withdraw his action.”

1 obferved, that all this appearance of
liberality on the fide of Mr. S was
eafily accounted for, on the fuppofition
that they flattered him in private, and en-

e

LeTh i 2

gaged his adverfaries-in public; and yet I
was aftonithed, when I recolleted that I
had often feen this writer virulently abufed
in papers, poens, and pamphlets, and not
.a pen was drawn in his defence—¢¢ But
¢ you will be more aftonithed (faid he)
 when I affure you, thofe very guefls

Cy ¢ whom
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‘“whom you faw at his table to-day, were
“ the authors of great partof thatabufe ;
““and: he himfelf” is;well aware of  their
“¢ particular: favours, for they ~are  alt
‘“eager to dete& and. betray ‘one an:’
¢ ther.”—¢ But this"is doing ‘the devi’s
¢ work for nothing ‘(cried D). iWhat
« thould induce them to revile their bene.-
“¢ fator without provocation »” s Envy
< (anfwered Dick) is the general ‘incite-
“ ment; but they are galled by anaddi-*
« tional - fcourge of provocation, 1S——’
< dire&s a literary journal, in which their’
¢ productions' are neceflarily brought to®
< trial; and though many of them have
“ been treated with fuch lenity ‘and fa-*
¢ vour as they little deferved, yet the
< flighteft cenfure fuch as, ' perhaps,’
¢ could not be avoided with any preten-*
« fions to candour and impardality, has
“ rankled in the hearts of thofe authors
¢ to fuch adegrec, that they have taken:
< immediate vengeance on the critic in
<€ annonymous libels, Jetters, and lam-
“¢ poons. . Indeed all the writers of the
““age, good, bad; and indifferent, from
“the moment he affumed this office,
 became his enemics, . either profefl~:
“ed or in petro, except thofe of  his
“ friends who knew, they thad nothing to'
3 3 13 fCZ‘lr
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¢ fear from his firictures ; and he muft be

| ¢ 5 wifer man than me, who can tell what
< advantage or fatisfaction he derives
| < from having brought fuch a neft of
¢ hornets about his ears.” ¥
| 1 owned, that was a point which might
. deferve confideration ; but fiill I exprefled
a defire to know his: real motives for con-
tinuing his friendthip to a et of rafcals
equally ungrateful and infignificant. — He
" faid, he did not pretend to affign any rea-
fonable motive; that, if the truth muft’
be told, the man was, in point of conduct,
a moft incorrigible fool 5 that, though he
pretended to have a knack at hitting off
charaers, he blundered firangely in the
diftribution of his favours, which were
generally beftowed on the moft undeferv-:
ing of thofe who had recourfe to his affift-
ance; that, indeed, this preference was
not fo much owing to a want of difcern-:
ment as to want of refolution, for'he had
- not fortitude enough to refift the impor--
tunity even of the. moft worthlefs; and,’
as he did ' not know the value of money,
there was very little merit in parting with
it fo eafily ; that his pride was gratified in*
feeing himfelf courted by fuch a number
. of literary dependants; that, probably,
he delighted in hearing them expofe and’
C tra

.
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traduce one another ; and, finally, from
their information, he became acquainted
with all the tranfactions of Grub-ftreer,

which he had fome thoughts of compiling, i

for the entertainment of the public.

T could not help fufpecting, from Dick’s
difeourfe, that he had fome particular
grudge againft S——, upon whofe con-
duct he had put the worft conftruction it

would bear; " and, by dint of crofs exa- |-

mination, I found he was not all fatis-
fied with the charatter which had been
given in the review of his laft perfor-
mance, though it had been treated civilly,
in confequence of the author’s application
2o the critic. By all accounts Se—— is
not without weaknefs and_caprice; but
he s certainly good-humoured and civi-
lized; nor do 1find, that there is any
thing over-bearing, cruel, or implacable,
in his difpofition,

I have dwelt fo long upon authors,
that you will perhaps fufpeét I intend to
enroll myfelf among the fraternity ; but,
if I were altually qualified for the profef-
fion, it is at beft but a defperate refource
againft ftarving, as it affords no provifion
for old age and infirmity, Salmon, at
the age of fourfcore, is now in a garret,
ompiling matter, ata guinea a theet for

a mo-
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2 modetn hiftorian, who, in point of age,
might be his grand-child; and Pfalmo-~
nazar, after having drudged half a century

" in the literary mill, in all the fimplicity

and abftinence of an Afiatic, {ubfifts

- upon the charity of a few bookfellers,
jutt fufficient to keep him from the parifh

—1I think Guy, who was himfelf a book-
feller, ought to have appropriated one
wing or ward of his hofpital to the ufe of
decayed authors; though, indeed, there

" is neither hofpital, college, nor works
. houfe, within the bills of mortality, large

enough o contain the poor of this fociety,
compofed, as it is, from the refufe of
every other profeffion. .

1 know not whether you will find any
amufement in this account of an odd race
of mortals, whofe conftitution had, I
own, greatly interefted the curiofity of

Yours,

London, June 10 J. MELFORD,

Cc6 Te
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B

To Mifs LariTia WirLts, at Glou:
cefter.

MY DEAR LETTY,

THERE is fomething on my fpirits,
which I thould not venture to communi-
cate by the poft, but haviug the oppors
tunity. of Mrs, Brentwood’s return, I feize
it eagerly to difburthen my poor heart,
which is opprefied with fear and vexation,
—O Letty! what a miferable fituation it
is 10 be without a friend- to whom one
can apply for counfel and canfolation in
difirefs ! I hinted in. my laft,  that one
Mr. Barton had been -very. particular in
his civilities : I canno longer miftake his
meaning—he has fornally profefled him-
felf my admirer ; and, after a thoufand
affiduitics, perceiving I made but a cold
return to his addrefles, he had recourfe
to the mediation of lady Grifkin, who has
acted the part of a very warm advocate in
his behalf :—but, my dear Willis, her
ladythip over a&s her part—the not only
expatiates on the ample fortune, - the great

6 con-
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connexions, and the unblemifhed charac-
ter of Mr. Barton, but fhe takes the
trouble to catechife me; and, two days
ago, peremptorily told me, that a girl of
my age could uot poffibly refift fo many
confiderations, if her heart was not pre-
engaged.

This infinuation threw me into fuch a
flutter, that the could not but obferve:
my diforder ; and, prefuming upon the
difcovery, infifted upon my making her
the confidante of my paffion. -But, al-
though I had not fuch command of my-
felf as to conceal the emotion of my
heart, I am not fuch a child as to difclofe
its fecrets to a perfon who would cerrainly
ufe them to its prejudice. I told her, it
was no wonder if I was out of counte-

. nance at her introducing a fubje& of con-
verfation fo unfuitable to my years and
inexperience 3 that I believéd Mr. Barton
was a very worthy gentleman, and I was
much’ obliged to him for his good opi-
nion ; but the affections were involuntary,
and mine, in particular, hadas yet made
no conceffions in "his favour. = She fhook
her head with an air of diftruft that made
me tremble; and obferved, that if my
affetions were free, they would fubmit to
the decifion of prudence, efpecially when

en-
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- enforced by the authority of thofe who
had a right to dire& my conduét. This
remark implied a defign to intereft my
uncle or my aunt, perhaps my brother,
in behalf of Mr. Barton’s paffion; and i
am fadly afraid that my aunt is already
gained over.. Yefterday in the forenoon,
he had been walking with us in the Park,
and ftopping in our return at a toy-fhop,
he prefented her with a very fine fnuff-
box, and me with a geld etuis, which I
refolutely refufed, till fhe commanded
me to accept it on pain of her difplea-
fure: neverthelefs, being fill unfatisfied
with refpe to the propriety of receiving
this toy, I fignified my doubts to my
brother, who faid he would confult my
uncle on the fubje&, and feemed to think
Mr. Barton had been rather premature in
his prefents.

‘What will be the refult of this conful-
tation, Heaven knows; but I am afraid
it will preduce an explanation with Mr.
Barton, who will, no doubt, avow his
paffion, and folicit their confent to a
connexion which my foul abhors; for,
my deareft Letty, it 15 not in my power to
love Mr. Barton, even if my heart was
untouched by any other tendernefs. INot
that there is any thing difagreeable about

his
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his perfon, but there is a total want of
that namelefs chazm which captivates and
controuls, the inchanted fpirit—at leaft,.
he appears to me to have this defe&; but
if he hadall the engaging qualifications
which a man can poflefs, they would be
excited in vain apainft that conftancy,
which, I flatter myfelf, is the charaéteriftic
of my nature. No, my dear Willis, [
may be involved in frefh troubles, and I
believe I fhall, from the importunities of
this gentleman and the violeace of my
relations; but my heart is.incapable of
change.

You know, I putno faith in dreamss
and yet 1 have been much difturbed by
one that vifited me laft night.—1I thought
I was in a church, where a certain perfon,
whom yeu know, was on the point of be-
ing married to my aunt; that the clergy=
man was Mr. Barton, and that poer for-
Jorn 1 ftood weeping in a corner, half
naked, and without fhoes or ftockings.—
Now, I'know there is nothing fo childith
as to be moved by thofe vamn_illufions;
but, neverthelefs, in fpite of all my rea-,
fon, this hath made a ftrong impreffion
upon my mind, which begins to be very
gloomy. Indeed, I have another more
fubftantial caufe of afli&ion—1 have fome

e
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religious feruples, my dear friend, which
lie heavy on my confcience.—I was per-
fuaded to go to the Tabernacle, where I
heard a difcourfe that affected me deeply.
—I have prayed fervently to be enlighten-
ed, but as yet I am not fenfible of thefe
inward motions, thofe operations of grace,
which are the figns of a regenerated fpirit;
and therefore I begin to be in terrible
apprehenfions about the ftate of my poor
foul.  Some of ‘our family have had very
uncommon acceffions, particularly my
aunt:and Mrs. Jenkins, who fometimes
fpeak as if they were really infpired; fo
that I am not like to want for either ex-
hortation or  example, to purify. my:
thoughts, and recall them from the vani-
ties of this world, which indeed; I would

willingly refign, if it was in ‘my power;

but to make this facrifice, I muft be en-

abled by fuch affiftance from above as

hath not yet been indulged to

Your urfortunate friend,

June 10, Lypra Merrorp,
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2 ] L L4

To Sit Warkiy Priiries, of Jefus:
| college, Oxon. }oen

DEAR PHILLIPS,

E THE moment I received your letter,
‘began to execute your commiffion—With'
tlie affiftance of minc hoft at the Bull and
‘Gate, I difcovered the place to which’
your fugitive valet had retreated, and
raxed him with his difhonefty—The fel-
low was in manifeft confufion at fight of
me, but he denied the charge with great
confidence; till T' told bim, that if he:
would give up the watch, which was a
family piece, he might keep the money
and the cloaths, and go to the devil his
own way, at his leifure; but if he rejeét-
ed 'this propofal, 1 would deliver him
forthwith to the conftable, whom I’ had
provided for - that purpofe, and he would
carry him before the juftice without far-
ther delay. After fome hefitation, he
defired to fpeak with me in the next room,’
where he produced the watch with all
b Tt
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its appendages, and I have delivered it to
our landlord, to be fent you by the firft
fafe conveyance——=So much for bufi
nefs.

I hall grow vain, upon your faying you
find entertainment in my letters; barren,,
as they certainly are, of incident and im.
portance, becaufe your amufement muft
arife, not from the matter, but from the
manner, which you know is all my own:
—Animated, therefore, by the apprcba-
tion of a perfon, whofe nice tafte and-
confummate judgment I can no longer-
doubt, T will chearfully proceed with our
memoirs—As it is determined we fhall
fet out next weck for Yorkfhire, I went
to-day in the forenoon with my uncle to
fee a carriage, belonging to” a coach--
“maker in our neighbomhood—Turning
down a narrow lane,. behind Long-acre,
we perceived a crowd of people ftanding
at a door; which, it feems, opened into-
a kind of a methodift meeting, and were
informed, that a footman was then hold-
ing forth to the congregation within.
Curious to fee this pheenomenon, we
fqueezed into the place with much diffi-
culty ; and who fhould this preacher. be, .
but the identical Humphry Clinker, - He.
had finithed his fermon,_and given out a

pfalm,
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plalm, the firlt ftave of which he fung
with peculiar graces——DBut if wewere
aftonifhed to fee Clinker in the pulpit,
we were altogether confounded at find-
ing all the females of our family among
the audience—There was lady Grifkin,
Mis. Tabitha Bramble, Mrs. Winifred
Jenkins, my fifter Liddy, and Mr. Bar-
ton, ‘and all of them joined in the pfal-
mody, with ftrong marks of devotion.

I could hardly keep my gravity on this
tudicrous occafion ; but old fquare tocs
was differently affeéted—The firft thing
that ftruck him, was the prefumption of
his lacquey, whom he commanded to
come down, with fuch an air of autho=
rity as Humphry did not think proper
to difregard, He defcended immediate~
ly, and all the people were in commo-
sion.  Barton looked exceedingly fheep-
ith, lady Grifkin flirted her fan, Mrs.
Tabby groaned in fpirit, Liddy changed
countenance, and Mrs. Jenkins fobbed
as if her heart was breaking—My uncle,
_with a foeer, afked pardon of the ladies,
for having interrupted their, devotion,
faying, he had particular bufinefs with
the preacher, whom he ordered to call a
hackney coach. This being immediately
brought up to the end of the lane, he

handed:
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handed Liddy into it, and my’ aunt and;
1 following him, we droye home, with-
out taking any farther notice of the reft
of the company, who flill remained in
filent aftonifhiment, s

Mr. Bramble, perceiving Liddy in great
trepidation, affumed a milder afpeét, bid-
ding her ‘be under no-concern, ‘for he was.
not at all difpleafed at any thing the had
done—<¢T have no objeion (faid he). to.
“¢ your being religioufly inclined; but I
¢ don’t ‘think my fervant is a proper
““gholtly dire&or, for a'devotee of your
“fex and charaler—if,  in fa@ (as I
““rather believe), 'your aunt is not the
¢ fole: conduéirefs of this machine—’”
Mis. Tabitha made no anfwer, but threw
up' the whites of her eyes, as if in the a&
of ejaculation—Poor ‘Liddy faid fhe: had
no'right to the title of a devotee ;. that fhe
thought ‘there was no ‘harm. in' hearing
a picus difcourfe, even if it came from a
footman, efpecially as her aunt was pre-
fent’s/ but that if ‘the had erred from ig-
norance, the -hoped ke would excufe it,
asthe could not bear the thoughts of liv-_
ing'under 'his difpleafore.. The old gen-
tleman, preffing her hand with a tender
fmile, faid the was a good-‘girl, and that
he did not believe her capable of doing
b any
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any, thing that could give him the leaft
umbrage or difguft.

When we arrived at our lodgings, he
commanded Mr. Clinker to attend him
up ftairs, and fpoke to him in thefe
words—¢ Since you are called upon by
< the fpirit to preach and to teach, it 1s
4 high time to Jay afide the livery of an
¢ earthly mafter; and, for my part, I
¢ am unworthy to have an apoftle in my
< fervice—" ¢ I bope (faid Humphry)
T have not failed in my duty to your
< honour—TI thould be ‘a vile wrecch if I
¢ did, confidering the mifery from which
« your  charity. and compaffion relieved
« me—but having an inward admonition
< of the fpirit ¢ An admonition
« of the devil-—(cried the ’lquire, in a
« paffion) What admonition, you block-
< head >—What right has fuch a fellow
«as you to fer up for a reformer ?”
¢ Begging your honour’s parddn, (re-
< plied Clinker) may not the new light
« of God’s grace fhine upon the poor
« and the ignorant in theix humility, as
¢ well as upon the wealthy, and the phi-
« Jofopher in all; his' pride of human
¢ learning . ¢ What you imagine to be

< the new light of grace, (faid’ his ma-

<« fter) I take to bea deceitful vapour,
3 o o]
; & glim-
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¢ glimmering through a crack in your |
¢ upper ftory—In a word, Mr. Clinker,
¢ 1 will have no light in my family but
“ what pays the king’s taxes, unlefs it
¢ be the light of reafon, which you don't
< pretend to follow.” |
« A, fir! (cried Humphry) the light |
¢¢ of reafon is no more in comparifon to |
< the light I mean, than a farthing can. |
¢ dle to the fun at noon—" ¢ Very true, |
¢¢ (faid uncle) the one will ferve to fhew
¢ you your way, and the other to daz-
“zle and confound your weak brain—
¢ Heark-ye, Clinker, you are either an
¢ hypocritical knave, or a wrong-head-
*¢ cd enthufiaft; and, in either cafe, un-
¢ fit for my fervice—If you are aquack
“in fantity and devotion, you will
““find it an eafy matter to impofe upon
¢ filly women, and others of crazed un- |
¢« derftanding, who will contribute la.
“ vithly for your fupport—if you are
¢¢ really feduced by the reveries of a’di- |
< flurbed imagination, the fooner you |
¢ lofe your fenfes éntirely the better for
¢ yourfelf and the community. In that
‘¢ cafe, fome charitable perfon might
¢ provide you with a dark room and
¢¢ clean ftraw in Bedlam, where it would
“ not be in your power to infect others |
8 ¢ wioh |
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< with your fanatici{m : whereas if you
« have juft ' refletion enough left to
¢« maintain the charaer of a chofen vef-
« fel in the meetings of the godly, you
¢ and your hearers will be mifled by a
« Will'i'the-wifp, from one error into
#¢ another, till you are plunged into re-
« ligious frenzy ; and then, perhaps, you
< will hang yourfelf in defpair 2
¢ Which the Lord of his infinite mercy
¢ forbid! (exclaimed the affrighted Clin-
¢ ker.) Itis very poflible I may be under
¢ the temptation of the devil, who wants
< to wreck ‘me on the rocks of fpiritual
« pride—Your honour fays, I am cither
¢« 3 knave or a madman; now, as I’ll
<< affure your honour I am no knave,
< it follows that I muft be mad; there-
¢ fore, I befeech your honour, upon my
¢ knees, to take my cafe into confidera-
< tion, that means may be ufed for my
# recovery.”

The ’fquire could not help fmiling at
the poor fellow’s fimplicity, and pro-

mifed to take care of him, provided he
~ would mind the bufinefs of his place,
without running after the new-light of
“methodifm : but Mrs. Tabitha took of-
fence at his humility, which fhe inter-
preted into poornefs of fpirit and warld-

ly
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.ly mindednefs—She upbraided him with
the want of courage to fuffer for con-
{cience fake: She obferved that if he
fhould lofe his place for bearing tefti-
mony to the truth, Providence would not
fail to find him another, perhaps more
advantageous; and, - declaring that it
could not be very agreeable to live in a
family where an inquifition was eftablifh-
ed, retired to another room in great agi-
tation.

My urcle followed ber with a fignifi-
cant look, then, turning to the preacher,
¢ You hear what my fifter fays—If you
¢ cannot live with me upon fuch terms
¢ as I have preferibed, the vineyard of
¢ methodifm lies before you, and fhe
¢ feems very well difpofed to reward
¢ your labour—” ¢ 1 would not wili-
‘¢ ingly- give offence to any foul upon
¢ carth (anfwered Humphry) ; ber lady-
¢ fhip has been very good: to me, ever
¢t fince we came to London; and furely
“fhe has a beart turned for religious
¢ exercifes; and both fhe and lady Grif-
¢ kinfing pfalms and hymns like two
¢ cherubims Bur, at the fame  time,
¢ P’m bound to love and obey your ha-
¢ nour—It becometh not fuch a poor
<« ignorant fellow as me, to hold dif-

¢ pute
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¢ pute with gentlemen of rank and learn-
« ing=—As for the matter of knowledge,
«] am nomore than a beaft in compa-
< rifon of your honour; therefore [ fub-
< mity and, with God’s grace, I will
« follow ‘you to the world’s end, if you
¢ don’t think me too far gone to be out
<« of confinement.” Tk
His mafter promifed to keep him for
fome time longer on trial : « then defired
to know in what manner lady Grifkin and
Mr. Barton came to join their religious
fociety. -.He told him, that her ladythip
was the perfon who firft carried my aunt
and fifter to the Tabernacle, whither he
attended them,  and had *his devotion
kindled by Mr. W. ’s preaching : that
he was confirmed in this new way by the
preacher’s fermons, ‘which he had bought
and ftudied with great attention: that
bis difcousfe and prayérs had brought
over Mrs. Jenkins and the houfe-maid to
the fame way of thinking ; but as for Mr.
Barton, he had never feen him at fervice
before - this day, when he came in com-
pany with lady’ Grifkin——Humphry,
moreover, owned ‘that he had been en-
couraged to mount the roftrum by the
example and fuccefs of a weaver, who
was much followed as a powerful mini-
Vor. 1II. D frer
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" 4tor: that on his firft trial, he found him-~

2

ielf under fuch ftrong 1mpulﬁons, ag
made him'believe he was certainly moved
by the fpirit; and that he had affifted in
lady Grifkin’s, and.{everal private houfes,
at exercifes-of devotion.

~ Mr. Bramble was no fooner mformed
that her ladyfhip had acted as the primum
mobile of this confederacy, than he con-

.cluded fhe had only made ufe of Clinker

as a tool, fubfervient to the execution of
fome defign, to the true fecret of which
he was an utter franger—He obferved,
that her ladyfhip’s brain was a perfect
mill for proje@s; and that the and Tab-

by had certainly engaged in fome fecret

treaty, the nature of which he could not
ecomprehend. I told him I thought it was
no difficult matter to perceive the drift
of Mis. Tabitha, which was to enfnare
the heart of Barton, and that in all like-
lihood my lady Grifkin acted as her auxi-
liary : that this fuppofition would account
for their endeavours to convert him to
methodifm ; an event which would vcca-
fion a connexion of fouls. that might be
eafily improved ~into a matrimonial

union.
My uncle feemed to be much divert-
ed by the thoughts of this fcheme’s
fuc-
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facceeding, but I gave him to under-
ftand, that Barton was pre-engaged: that
he had the day before tmade a prefent of
an etuis to Liddy, which her aunt had
obliged her to receive, with a'view, no
doubt, 'to countenance her own accept-
ing of a fnuff-box at the fame time : that
my Aifter having made me acquainted
with this incident, 1 had defired an ex-
planation of ‘Mr. Barton, who declared

_his intentions were honourable, and ex-

prefled his hope that I would have no ob-
jeétions to his alliance :  thatI had thank-
ed him for the honour he intended our
family; but told him, it would be ne-
ceflary to confult her uncle and aunr,
who were her guardians ; and their appro-
bation being obtained, I could have no
objeétion to his propofal ; though I was
perfuaded that no violence would be of-
fered to ' my fifter’s inclinations, in a
tranfaction that fo nearly interefted the
bhappinefs of her future life: that he had
affured me, he thould never think of a-
vailing himfelf of a guardian’s authority,
unlefs he could render his addreffes agree-
able to the young lady herfelf ;  and that
he would immediately demand permiffion
of Mr. and Mifs Bramble, to make Liddy
a tender of his hand and fortune,

D2 Al
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‘The *fquire was not infenfible to the
advantages of fuch a match, and declared
he would promote it with all his in-
fluence; but when I took notice that
there feemed to be an averfion on the
fide of Liddy, he faid he would found
heron the fubje¢t; and if her reluctance
was fuch as would not be eafily overcome,
he would civilly decline the propofal of
Mr. Barton; for he thought that, in the
choice of a hufband, a young woman
ought not to facrifice the feclings of her
heart for any confideration upon earth—
< Liddy is not fo defperate (faid he)
< a5 to worfhip fortune at fuch an ex-
<« pence.” I take it for granted, this
whole affair will end in fmoke; though
there feems to be a ftorm brewing in the
quarter of Mrs. Tabby, who fat with all
the fullen dignity of filence at dinner,
feemingly pregnant with complaint and
expoftulation.  As fhe hath certainly
marked Barton for her own prey, fhe can-
not poffibly favour his fuit to Liddy ; and
therefore I expect fomething extraordi-
nary will attend his declaring himfelf my
fifter’s admirer. ‘This declaration will
certainly be made in form, as foon as the
lover can-pick up refolution enough to
fland the brunt of Mis, Tabby’s difap-

point-
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pointment; for he is, without doubt,
aware of her defigns upon his perfon——
The particulars of the denouemant you
fhall know in due feafon: mean while
Iam

always yours,

London, June 10, - J. MeLrorD.
el e e B R G el

To Dt. Lzwi1ss

DEAR LEWIS,

THE deceitful calm was of fhort du-
ration. I am plunged again in a fea of
vexation, and the complaints in my
ftomach and bowels are. returned; fo
that I fuppofe I fhall be difabled from
profecuting the excurfion I bad planned
—What the devil had I t6 do, to come
a plague hunting with a leath of females
in my train? Yefterday my precious fifter
(who by the bye, has been for fome time
a profeffed methodift) came into my a-
partment, attended by Mr. Barton, and

D defired
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defired an audience with a very ftately
air— Brother (faid fhe), this gentle-
- «¢man has fomething to propofe, which
<« I flatter. myfelf will be the more accept-
< able, as it will rid you of a trouble-
¢« fome companion.” Then Mr. Baiton
proceeded to this effeét—¢¢ I am, indeed,
s extremely abitious of being allied to
< your family, Mr. Bramble, and 1 hope
< you will fee no caufe to interpofe your
< autharity.” ¢ As for authorithy (faid
< Fabby, interrupting him with fome
<« warmth), I know of none that he has
¢ a right to ufe on this occafion—If. I
« pay him. the compliment of making
< him acquainted with the ftep I intend
«¢ to take, it is all he can expet in rea-
¢« fon—This is as much as I believe he
¢« would do by me, if he intended to
< change his own fituation in' life—In a
« word, brother, I am fo fenfible of Mr.
¢ Barton’s extraordinary merit, that I
¢ have been prevailed upon to alter my
« refolution of living a fingle life, and
< to put my happinefs in his hands, by
¢ vefting him with a legal title fo my
< perfon and fortune, fuch as they are.
<¢ The bufinefs at prefent, is to have the
4 writings drawn; and I fhall be obli-
‘ & ged
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« ged to you, if you will recommend a
« awyer to me for that purpofe—"

You may guefs what an effeét this
overture had upon me; who, from the
information of my nephew, expected that
Barton was to make a formal declaration
of his paﬂion for Liddy ; I could not help
gazing in filent aftonithment, alternately
at Tabby, and her fuppofed admirer,
which laft hung his head in the moft auk-
ward confufion for a few minutes, and
then retired on pretence of being fudden-
ly feized with a vertigo——Mis. Tabitha
affe@ed much concern, and would have
had him make ufe of a bed in the houfe;
but he infifted on going home, that he
might have recoutfe to fome drops, which
he kept for fuch emergencies, and his in-
namorata acquiefced—In the mean time
1 was exceedingly puzzled at this adven-
ture (though 1 fufpected the truth), and
did not know in what manner to demean
myfelf towards Mrs. Tabitha, when Jery
came in and told me, he had juft feen

. Mr. Barton alight from his chariot at lady
Grifkin’s door—This incident feemed to
threaten a vifit from her ladyfhip, with
which we were honoured accordingly, in
Tefs than half an hour—< I find (faid fhe)
¢there has been a match of crofs pur-

D g ¢ pofes
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¢ pofes among you, good folks; and Pm
‘f come to fet you to rights— So fay~
ing, the prefented me with. the follow-
ing billet, ) :

£ddear Sir,

1 no fooner recollected myfelf from
*¢ the extreme confufion I was thrown in-
“to, by that unlucky miftake of your
“ fifter, than 1 thought it my duty to
¢ aflure you, ‘that'my. devoirs to Mrs,
“ Bramble never exceeded the bounds of
¢ ordinary civility ; and that my heart is
¢ unalterably fixed upon mifs Liddy
¢ Melford, as I had the ‘honour to de-
“ clare 1o her brother when he queftion-
¢ ed me upon that fubje@—Lady Grifkin
“ has been fo good as to charge herfelf,
*¢ not only with the delivery of this note,
‘¢ but alfo with the tafk of undeceiving
¢ Mrs. Bramble, for whom I have’the
“ moft profound refpec and veneration,
¢ though my affection being otherwife
£ erf)gaged, is no longer in the power
(13 01

i,
“¢ your very humble fervant,

“ Rarpn BarTon,”
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Having caft my eyes over this billet, I
told her ladythip, that I would no lon- .
ger retard the friendly office the had un-
dertaken; and I and Jerry forthwith re-
tired into another room. There we foon
perceived the convetfation grow 'very
warm betwixt the two ladies; and, at
length, could diftinétly hear certain terms
of altercation, which we could no longer
delay interrupting, with any regard to
decorum. When we entered the feenelof
contention, we found Liddy had joined
the difputants, and ftood trembling be-
twixt them, as if the had been afraid they
would have proceeded to fomething more
practical than words Lady Grifkin’s
face was like the full moon in a ftorm of
wind, glaring, fiery, and portentuous ;
while Tabby looked grim and ghattly,
with an afpect breathing difcord and dif-
may.—QOur appearance put a ftop to their
mutual revilings; but her ladyfhip turn-
ing to.me, < Coufin’(faid fhe), I can’t
<« help faying I have met with a very un-
¢ grateful return from this lady, for the
« pains [ have taken to ferve her fami-
¢ ly—> ¢ My family is much obliged
* to your ladythip (cried Tabby, with a
“kind of hyflerical giggle); but we .
¢ have no right to the good offices of

D € fuch
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¢ fuch  an - honourable go-between.”
¢ But, for all thar, good Mrs, Tabitha
< Bramble (refumed the other), I fhall
“ be content with the refle¢tion, that
<€ virtue is its own reward ; and it thall
““ not be my fault, if you continue to
¢ make yourfelf ridiculous—Mr. Bram-
““ ble, who has no little intereft of ‘his
“ own to ferve, will, no doubt, contri-
< bute all in his power to promote a
¢ match betwixt Mr. Barton and his
¢ niece, which will be equally honour-
¢ able and advantageous; and, I dare
“ fay, mifs Liddy herfelf ‘will have no
" < objection to a meafure fo well calcu-
¢ lated to make her happy in life i
<1 beg your ladythip’s pardon (exclaim-
« ed Liddy, with great vivacity), 1 have
<¢ nothing but mifery to expe from fuch
¢ a meafure; and I hope my guardians
< will have too much compaffion, to bar-
¢ ter my peace of mind for any confide-
< ration of intereft or forrane—” ¢ Up-
“on my word, mifs Liddy! (faid fhe)
« you have profited by the example of
< your good aunt—I comprehend your
¢ meaning, and will explain it when I
 have a proper opportunity: In the
“ mean time, [ fhall take my leave—
¢ Madam, your moft obedient, and de-

< voted
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«yoted humble fervant,” faid fhe, ad-
vancing clofe up to my fifter, and curtfy~
ing fo low, that I thought fhe intended
to fquat herfelf down on the floor—This
faluration Tabby returned with equal fo-
lemnity; and the expreffion of the two
faces, while they continued in this atti-
tude, would be no bad fubject for a pen-
cil like that of the incomparable Ho-
garth, if any fuch fhould ever appear
again, in thefe times of dulnefs and de-
generacy. §

Jery accompanied her ladythip to her-
houfe, that he might have an opportu- '
nity to reftore the etuis to Barton, and
advife him to give up his fuit, which
was fo difagreeable to his fifter, againft
whom, however, he returned much irri-;
tated—Lady Grifkin had affured him that
Liddy’s heart was pre-occupied ; and im-
mediately the idea of Wilfon recurring to:,
his imagination, his family pride took
the alarm—He denounced vengeance a-
gainft that adventurer, and was difpofed
to. be. very peremptory with his fifter 3
but 1 defired he would fupprefs his refent-
ment, until T thould have talked with her
in private.

The poor gitl, when I earneftly prefl-
ed her on this head, owned, witha fiood

D6 of
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of tears, that Wilfon had adtually come
to the Flot-Well at Briftol, and even in-
.troduced himfelf into our lodgings as a
Jew pedlar; but that nothing had paffed
betwixt them, farther than her begging
him to withdraw immediately, if he had
any regard for her peace of mind: that
he had difappeared accordingly, after
having attempted to prevail upon my
fiffer’s maid, to deliver.a letter ; which,
bowever, the refufed to receive, though
fhe had confented to cary a meflage,
importing that he was a gentleman of a
good family; and that, in a very little
time, he would avow his paffion in that
character—She confefled, "that although
he had not kept his word in this particu-
lar, he was not yet altogether indifferent
to her affection ;  but folemnly promifed,
the would never carry on any correfpon-
dence with him, or any other admirer,
for the future, without the privity and
approbation of her brother and me.”
By this declaration, the made her own
peace with Jerry; but the hot-headed boy
is more- than ever incenfed againft Wil-
fon, whom he now confiders as an im-
poftor, that harbours fome infamous de-
fign upon the honour of his family—As
for Barton, he was not a little mortified
o
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to find his prefent returned, and his ad-
drefles fo unfavourably received; but he
is not a man to be deeply affected by fuch
difappointments ; and I know not whe-
ther he is not as well pleafed with being
difcarded by. Liddy, as he would have
been with 4 permiffion to profecute his
pretenfions, at the rifque of being every
day expoled to the revenge or machina-
tions of Tabby, who is not to be flighted
with impunity.—I had not much time
to moralize on thefe occurrences ; for the
houfe was vifited by a conftable and his
gang, with a warrant from juftice Buz-
zard, to fearch the box of Humphry
Clinker, my footman, who was juft ap-
prehended as a highwayman—This inci-
dent threw the whole family into confu-
fion. My fifter fcolded the couftable for
prefuming to enter the lodgings of a gen-
tleman on fuch an errand, without having
firft afked, and obtained permiffion; her
maid was frightned into fits, and Lid-
dy thed tears of compaffion for the un-
fortunate Clinker, in whofe box, how-
ever, nothing was found to confirm the
fufpicion of robbery.

For my own part I made no doubt of
the fellow’s being miftaken for fome
other ‘perfon, and I went directly to
i the
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the juftice, in order to procure his .dif-
charge; but there I found the matter
much more ferious than I expe¢ted—Poor
Clinker. ftood  trembling at the bar, fur-
rounded by thief-takers; and at a. little
diftance,. a thick, fquat fellow, a pofti-
lion, his accufer, who had fcized him in
the fireet, and fwore pofitively to his per-
fon,. that the faid Clinker ‘had, on the
15th day of March laft, on Blackheath,
robbed a gentleman in a poft-chaife,
which he (the poftilion) drove—This de-
pofition was fufficient to juftify his com-
mitment; and He was fent accordingly to
Clerkenwell prifon, whither Jery accom-
panied him in the coach, in order to re-
commend him properly to the keeper,
that he may want for no convenience
which the place affords,

The fpectators, who affembled to fee
this highwayman, were fagacious enough
to difcern fomething very villainous in his
afpect; which (begging their pardon) is
the very pi&ure of fimplicity; and the
juftice himfe!f put a very unfavourable
conftruction upon fome of his anfwers,
which, he faid, favoured of the ambi-
guity and equivocation of an old offender;.
but, in my opinion, it would have been
more juft and humane to impute them,
to the confufion into which we may fup-

8 pofe
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pofe a poor country lad to be thrown on
fuch an occafion. Iam ftill perfuaded he
is innocent, and, in this perfuafion, Ican
do no lefs than ufe my utmoft endeavours
that he may not be opprefled—T fhall, to-
morrow, fead my nephew to wait on: the
gentleman who was robbed, and beg he
will have the humanity to go and fee the
prifoner; that, in cafe he fhould find him
quite different from the perfon of the
highwayman, he may bear teftimony in
his behalf—Fowfoever it may fare with
Clinker, this curfed affair will be'to me
produdive of intolerable chagrin—1I have
already caught a dreadful cold, by rufh-
ing into the open air from the juftice’s
parlour, webre I had been flewing in the
crowd ; and though I fhould not be- laid
up with the gout, as I believe I fhall, T
muft ftay at London for fome weeks, till
this poor devil comes to his trial at Ro-
chefter ; fo that, in all probability, my
Northern expedition is blown up.

If you can find any thing in your phi-
lofopbical budget, to confole me in the
midft of thefe diftrefles and apprehen-
fions, pray let it be communicated to

your unfortunate friend,

London, June 120 Mar. BraMBLE.
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SE8SOeeCSSOTSSCELLES

To Sir Watkin Puriries, Bart. of
Jefus college, Oxon.

DEAR WAT,

THE farce is finithed, and another
piece of a graver caft brought upon
the ftage. Our aunt made a defperate
attack upon Barton, who had no other
way of faving himfelf but by leaving her
in pofleffion of the field, and avowing his
pretenfions to Liddy,. by whom he has
been rejeted in his turn.—Lady Grifkin
acted as his advocate and agent on this
occafion, ‘with"fuch zeal as embroiled her
with Mrs. Tabitha, and a high fcene of
altercation pafled- betwixt thefe two reli-
gionifts, which might have come to ac-
tion, had not my uncle interpofed, They
are, however, reconciled, in confequence
of an event which hath involved us all in
trouble and difquict, You muft know,
the poor preacher, Humphry Clinker, is
" now exercifing his miniftry: among the
felons in Clerkegwell prifon.—A poftilion

o having
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having fworn a robbery againft him, no
bail could be taken, and he was commit-
ted to jail, notwithftanding all the remon-
ftrances and intereft my uncle could make
in his behalf.

All things confidered, the poor fellow
cannot poffibly be guilty, and yet, I be=
lieve, he runs fome rifque of being hang-
ed.—Upon his examination, he anfwered
with fuch hefitation and referve ; as per-
{uaded moft of the people, who crowded
the place, that he was really a knave, and
the juftice’s remarks confirmed their opi-
nion, Exclufive of my uncle and myfelf,
there was only one perfon who feemed in-
clined to favour the culprit.—He was
a young man, well drefled, and, from
the manner in which he crofs-examined
the evidence, we took it for granted,
that he was a ftudent in one of the
inns of court.—He freely checked the
juftice for fome uncharitable inferences he
made to the prejudice of the prifoner,
and cven ventured to difpute with his
worfhip on certain points of law.

My uncle, provoked at the uncon-

/ nefed and dubious anfwers of Clinker,
who feemed in danger of falling a facri-
fice to his own fimplicity, exclaimed,
« In the name of God, if you are inno-

; ¢ cent
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¢ cent, fay fo.” No (cried he), God
< forbid that I thould call myfelf inno-
¢ cent, while my confcience is burthened
€€ with fin.” < What then, you did com-
¢ mit this robbery ” refumed his mafter:
““ No, fure (faid he), blefled be the
¢ Lord, I’m free of that guilt.,”

Here the juftice interpofed, obferving,;
that the man feemed inclined to make #
difcovery, by turning king’s evidence, and
defired the clerk to take his confeffion ;
upon which- Humphry declared, that he
Jooked upon confeffion to be a popifh
fraud, invented by the whore of Babylon,
The Templer affirmed, that the poor fel-
low was non compos; and' exhorted the
juftice to difcharge him as a lonatic,—
¢ You know very well (added he), that
¢ the robbery in queftion was not com-
¢ mitted by the prifoner.”

The thief-takers, grinned at one an-
other; and Mr. juftice Buzzard replied
with great emotion, ¢ Mr, Martin, I de-
¢ fire you will mind your own bufinefs ;
1 fhall convince you one of thefe days
““that I underftand mine.” In fhort,
there was no remedy ; the mittimus was
made out, and poor Clinker fent to prifon
in a hackney-coach, guarded by the con-
ffable, and accompanied by your humble

L fervant.
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fervant. By the way, [ was “not a little
farprifed to hear this retainer to juflice
bid the prifoner to keep up_his fpirits,
for that he did not at all doubt, but that
hewould get off for a few weeks confine-
ment—He faid, his worthip knew very
well that Clinker was innocent of the
fa&t, and that the real highwayman, who
robbed the chaife, was 'no other than
that very individual Mr. Martin, who
bad pleaded fo ftrenuoufly for honeft
Humphry. ‘

Confounded at this information, I afie-
ed, ¢ Why then is he fuffered to go
< about at his liberty, and this -poor
¢ innocent fellow treated as a malefac-
« tor 37 ¢ We have exa@ intelligence
& of all Mr. Martin’s tranfations (faid
¢ he); but as yet there is ' no evidence
« fufficient for his conviction; and as for
« this young man, the juftice could do
¢ 1o lefs than commit him, as the pofti-
« Jion fivore point blank to his identity.”
« So if this rafcally poftilion fhould per-
« fit in the falfity to-which he is {worn
¢ (faid 1), this innocent lad may be
¢ brought to the gallows.”

The conftable obferved, that he would
have time enough to prepare for his trial,

Mar-

and might prove an alibi; or ‘perbaps,
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Martin might be apprehended and cos-
victed for another faét; in which cafe,
he might be prevailed upon to take this
.affair upon himfelf; or, finally, if thefe
chances fhould fail, and the evidence
ftand good againft Clinker, the _jury
might recommend him to mercy, in con-
fideration of his youth, efpecially if this
thould appear to be the firft fact of which
he had been guilty. .

Humphry owned he could not pretend
to recolle¢t where he had been on the
day when the robbery was committed,
much lefs prove a circumftance of that
kind fo far back as fix months, though
-he knew he had been fick of the fever and
ague, which, however, did not prevent
him from going about—then, turning up
his eyes, he ejaculated, ¢ The Lord’s
¢ will be done I' if it be my fate to fuffer,
<1 hope I fhall not difgrace the faith; of
-¢ which, though unworthy, I make pro-
¢¢ feflion,”

When I exprefled my furprize, that
the accufer fhould perfift in charging
Clinker, without taking the leaft notice
of the real robber, who ftood before him,
and to whom, indeed, Humphry bore not
the fmalleft refemblance; the conftable
{(who was himfelf a thief-taker) gave me

to
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to underftand that Mr., Martin was the
beft qualified for bufinefs of all the gentle-
men on the road he had ever known;
that he had always acted on his own bot-
tom, without partner or correfpondent,
and never went to work but when he
| was cool and fober ; that his courage and
prefence of mind never failed him ; . that
his addrefs was genteel, and his behaviour
void of all cruelty and infolence ; that he
never incumbered himfelf with watches or
trinkets, nor even with bank-notes, but
always dealt for ready money, and that in
the current coin of the kingdom; and
that he could difguife himfelf and his
horfe in fuch a manner, that, after the ac-
tion, it was impoffible to recognize either
the one or the other—¢¢ This great man
¢ (faid he) has reigned paramount in all
« the roads within fifty miles of. London
¢« above fifteen months, and has done
 more bufinef(s in that time than all
< the reft of the profeffion put together
« for thofe who pafs through his hands
«are fo delicately dealt with, that they
« have no defire to give him the leaft dif-
« turbance ; but for all that, his race is
% almoft run—he is now fluttering about
“ juftice, like a moth about a candle—
< there are fo many lime twigs laid in his
5 <« way,”
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€¢ way, that I’ll bett a cool hundred, he
¢¢ fwings before Chriftmas.”

Shall ‘I own to you that this portrait,
drawn by a ruffian, heightened by what I
myfelf~had obferved in his deportment,
has interefted me warmly in the fate of
poor Martin, whom nature feems to have
intended for a ufeful and honourable
‘member of that community upon which
he now preys for fubfiftence? It feems,
he lived fome time as a clerk to a timber-
merchant, whofe daughter Martin having
privately married, was difcarded, and his
wife turned out of doors. She did not
long furvive her marriage; aud Martin,
turning fortune-bunter, could not fupply
his occafions any other way than by tak-
ing to the road, in which he has travelled
hitherto with uncommon fuccefs.—He
pays bis refpe@s regularly to Mr. juftice
Buzzard, the thief-catcher-general of this
metrepolis, and fometimes they fimoke a
pipe together very lovingly, when the
converfation generally turns upon the na-
ture of evidence.—The juftice has given
him fair warning to take care of himfelf,
and he has received his caution in good
part.—Hitherto he has baffled all the vi-
gilance, art, and a&ivity of Buzzard and
his emiffaries, with fuch conduct as would

» i have
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have done honour to the genius of a
Cefar or a Turenne; but he has one
weaknefs, which has proved fatal to all
the heroes of the tribe, namely, an in-
difcreet devotion to the fair fex, and, in-~
all probability, he will be attacked on
this defencelefs quarter.

Be that as it may, I faw the body cf
poor Clinker configned to the gaoler of
Clerkenwell, to whofe indulgence I re-
commended him fo effectually, that he
received him in the moft hofpitable man-
ner, though their was a neceffity for
equipping him with a fuit of irons, in
which he made a very rueful appearance.
The poor creature feemed as much affect-
ed by my uncle’s kindnefs, as by his own
misfortune, when I affured him, that
nothing fhould be left undone fof pro-
curing his enlargement, and making his
confinement eafy in the mean time, he fell
down on his knees, and kiffing my hand,
which he bathed with his tears, ¢ O
¢« fquire! (cried he, fobbing) what fhell
¢Jfay? Ican’t—no, Ican’tipeak—my
« poor heart is burfting with gratitude to
“you and my dear—dear—generous—
¢ noble benefactor.”

I proteft, the fcene became fo pathetic,
that I was fain to force myfelf away, and

returned
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returned to my uncle, who fent me in the
afternoon with a compliment to one Mr,
Mead, the perfon who had been robbed
on Blackheath. AsI did not find him
at home, I left a meflage, in confequence
of which, he called at our lodgings this
morning, and very humanely agreed to
vifit the prifoner. By this time, lady
Grifkin had come to make her formal
compliments of condolance to Mrs. Tabi-
tha, on this domeftic calamity ; and that
prudent maiden, whofe paffion was now
cooled, thought proper to receive her
ladythip fo civilly, that a reconcilia-
tion immediately enfued. Thefe two
ladies refolved to comfort the poor
prifoner in their own perfons, and Mr,
Mead and I ’fquired them to Clerkenwell,
my uncle being detained at home. by
fome flight complaints in his ftomach and
bowels,

The turnkey, whoreceived us at Clerk-
enwell, looked remarkably fullen; and
when we enquired for Clinker, ¢ I'don’t
¢ care if the devil had him (faid he);
¢ here has been nothing but canting and
¢ praying fince the fellow entered the
¢“place.—Rabbit him! the tap will be
“ ruined—we han’t fold a cafk of beer,
“ nor a dozen of wine, fince he paid his

»(‘ gﬂl.-
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¢ garnifh—the gentlemen get drunk with
« nothing but your damned religion.—
« For my part, I believe as how your
¢« man'deals with the devil: Two or
« three as bold hearts as ever took the air
« upon Hounflow, have been blubbering
« all night ; and if the fellow an’t fpeedi
¢«ly removed by Habeas Corpus, or
« otherwife, I'll be damn’d if there’s a
¢ grain of true fpirit left within thefe
< walls—we fhan’t have a foul to do cre-
« dit to the place, or make his exit like
¢ g true born Englithman—damn my
¢« eyes ! there will be nothing but fnivel-
¢ in the cart—we fhall all die like fo
« many pfalm-finging weavers.”
" In fhort, wefound that Humphry was,
at that very inftant, haranguing the fe-
lons in the chapel! and that the gaoler’s
wife- and daughter, together with my
aunt’s woman, Win. Jenkins, and out
houfe-maid were among the audience,
which we immediately joined. I never
faw any thing fo ftrongly picturefque as
this congregation of felons clanking their
chaips, in the midft of whom ftood crator
Clinker, expatiating, in a tranfport of
fervour, on the torments of hell, denoun-
ced in feripture againft evil docrs, com-
prehending murderers, rebberrs, thieves,
ot, IL, B and
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and whoremongers.  The variety of at-
tention exhibited in the faces of thofe
ragamuffins, formed a groupe that
would not have difgraced the pencil of a
Raphael. In one, it denoted admiration;
in another, doubt; in a third, difdain;
in a fourth, contempt; in a fifth, terror;
in a fixth, derifion; and in a feventh,
indignation.—As for Mrs. Winifred Jen-
- kins, fhe was in tears, overwhelmed with
forrow, but whether for her own fins, or
the misfortune of Clinker, I cannot pre-
tend to fay. The other females feemed
to liften with a mixrure of wonder and
devotion. The gaoler’s wife declared he
was a faint in trouble, faying, fhe withed
from her heart, there was fuch another
good foul, like him, in every gaol in
England.

Mr. Mead, having earnefily furveyed
the preacher, declared his appearance
was {o different from that of the perfon
who robbed bim on Blackheath, that he
could freely make oath he was not the
man: but Humpbry himfelf was by this
time pretty well rid of all apprehenfions
of being hanged; for he had been the
night before folemnly tried and acquitted
by bis fel'ow-prifoners, fome of whom
he had already converted to methodifi.

. 6 He
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He now made proper acknowledgements
for the honour of our vifit, and was per-
mitted to kifs the hands of the ladies,
who affured him, he might depend vpon
their friendfhip and protetion, Lady
Grifkin, in her great zeal, exhorted his
fe]]ow-.pri(oners to profit by the precious
opporguniry of having {fuch 'a faint in
bonds among them, and turn over a new
leaf for the benefit of their poor fouls;
and, that her admonition might have the
grearer effect, fhe reinforced it with her
bounty.

While fhe and Mrs. Tabby returned in -

the coach, with the two maid-feryants, I
waited on Mr. Mead to the houfe of juf=
ftice Buzzard, -who, having heard his de-
claration, faid his oath could be of no
ufe at prefent, but that he would be a
material evidence for the prifoner at his
trial ;3 fo that there fcems to be no reme-
dy but patience for poor Clinker; and,
indeed, the fame virtue, or medicine,

will be neceffary for ys all, the fquire,

in particular, who had fet his heart upon
his excurfion to the northward.

While we were vifiting hone(t Hum-
phry in Clerkenwell prifon, my uncle re-
ceived a much more extraordinary vifit at
his own lodgings. Mr, Martin, of whom
i have made fuch honourable mention,

iz ‘de-
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defired permiffion to pay him his refpeéts,
and was admitted accordingly. He told
him, that having obferved him, at Mr.
Buzzard’s, a good deal difturbed by what
had happened to his fervant, he had come
to affure him he had nothing to apprehend
for Clinker’s life; for, if it was poffible
that any jury could find him guilty upon
fuch evidence, he, Martin himfelf, would
produce in court a perfon, whofe depofi-
tion would bring him off clear as the fun
at noon.—Sure, the fellow would not be
{o romantic as take the robbery upon
himfelf !—He faid, the poftilion was an
infamous fellow, who had been a dabbler
in the fame profeflion, and faved his life at
the Old Bailey by impeaching his compa-
nions; that being now reduced to great
poverty, he had made this defperate pufh,
to fwear away the life of an innocent
man, in hopes of having the reward upon
his convition; but that he would find
himfelf miferably difappointed, for -the
juftice and his myrmidons were deter-
mined to admit of no interloper in this
branch of bufinefs; and that he did not
at all doubt but that they would find
matter enough to thop the evidence him-
felf before the next gaol-delivery. He
affirmed, that all thefe circumftances were

well
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well known to the juftice; and that his
feverity to Clinker was no other than a
hint to his mafter to make him a prefent
in private, as an acknowledgment of his
candour and humanity.

This hint, however, was fo unpalat-
able to Mr. Bramble, that he declared,
with great warmth, he would rather con-
fine himfelf for life to London, which he
detefted, than be at liberty to leave it
-to-morrow, in confequence of encouraging
corruption in a magiftrate. Hearing,
_however, how favourable Mr. Mead’s
report had been for the prifoner, he is re-
folved to take the advice of counfel in
what manner to proceed for his imme-
diate enlargement. 1 make no doubr,
.but that in a day or two this troublefom:
‘bufinefs may be difcufled ; and in this
-hope we are preparing for our journcy.
If our endeavours do nor mifcary,
fhall have taken the field before you hear
again from

Yours,

London, June 11+ J. MELFORD.

E 3 ) To
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To Dr. Lewis.

THANEK Heaven! dear Lewis, the
clouds are difperfed; and [ have now the
cleareft profpect of my fummer campaign,
which; [ hope, I fhall be able to begin
‘to-morfow. Itook the advice of coun-
fel; with refpect to the cafe of Clinker, in
whofe favour 4 lucky incident has inter-
vened, The fellow who accufed him,
hds had his owi battery turned upon him-
felf.—Two days ago, he was apprehend-
ed for 4 robbery on the highway, and
‘committed on the evidence of an accom-
plice. Clinker, having moved for a wilt
of habeas corpus, was brought before the
Jord chief juftice, whe, i confequence
of an aflidavit of the gentleman who had
been robbed, importing that the faid Clin-
er was not the perfon who ftopped him on
the highway, as well as in confideration of
the poflilion’s characer and prefent cir-

‘‘eumfitances, was pleafed to order, that my
fervant fhould be admitted to bail, and
he has been difcharged accordingly, to
the unfpeakable fatisfaction of our whole

family,
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family, to which he has recommended
himfelf in an extraordinary manner, not
only by his obliging deportment, but by
his talents of preaching, praying, and
finging pfalms, which he has exercifed
with fuch effect, that even Tabby refpects
him as a chofen veflel.  If therewas any.
thing like affectation or hyprocrify in this
excefs of religion; I would not keep him
in my fervice; but, fo far as1 can ob=~
ferve the fellow’s charader is downright
fimplicity, warmed with a kind of enthu-
fialm, which renders him very fufeeptible
of igratitude and attachment to his bene-
fakors. X TS

As he is an excellent horfeman, and
underftands farriery, 1 have bought a
fout gelding for his ufe, that he may at-
tend us on the road, and have an eye to
«our cattle, in cafe the coachman fhould
not mind his bufinefs. My nephew, who
is to ride his own faddle-horfe;  has taken,
wpon trial, a fervant juft come from
abroad with his former ‘mafter, fir Wil-
liam Strollop, who vouches for his ho-
nefty. The fellow, whofe name is Dut-
ton, fcems to be a petit-maitre.—He has

‘got a fmattering of French, bows, and

grins, and fhrogs, and takes fouff la
2ode de France, but values himfelf chiefly
E 4 upon
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vpon his fkill and dexterity in hair dreff.
ing.—If Iam not much deceived by ap-
pearance, he is, in all refpedts, the very
contraft of Humphry Clinker.

My fifter has made up matters with
lady Grifkin; though, I muft own, I
thould not have been forry to fee that
connexion entirely deftroyed : but Tabby
is not of a difpofition to forgive Barton,
who, I underftand, is gone to: his feat in

* Berkthire for the fummer feafon, I can-
not help fufpecing, that in the treaty of
peace, which has been lately ratified be-
twixt thofe two females, it is ftipulated,
that her ladythip fhall ufe her beft endea.
vours to provide an agreeable help-mate
for our fifter Tabitha, who feems to-be
quite defperate in her.matrimonial defigns,
Perhaps, the match-maker is.to have a
valuable confideration in the way of bro-
kerage, which the will moft certainly
deferve, if the can find any man in-his
fenfes, who will yoke with Mrs, Bram-
ble from motives of affe@ion orintereft.

I find my fpirits and my health affec
each other reciprocally—that is to fay,
every thing that difcompofes my mind,
produces a correfpondent diforder in my
body; and my bodily complaints are re-~
markably mitigated by thofe confidera-

tions

VVA.BHSC




HUMPHRY CLINKER. 8

tions that diffipate the clouds of mental
chagrin.—The imprifonment of Clinker
brought on thofe fymptoms which I men-
tioned in my laft, and now they are va-
nithed at his difcharge.—It muft be own-
ed, indeed, I took fome of the tinGture
of ginfeng, prepared according to your
prefeription, and found it exceedingly
grateful to the flomach; but the pain
and ficknefs continued to return, after
fhort intervals, till the anxiety of my
mind was entirely removed, and then I
found myfelf perfeétly at eafe. We have
had fair weather thefe ten days, to the
aftonifhment of the Liondoners, who think
it portentous. If you enjoy the fame in-
dulgence in Wales, 1 hope Barnes has
got my hay made, and fafe cocked, by
this time. As we fhall be in' motion for
fome weeks, I cannot exped to hear from: -
you as ufual; but I fhall continue to
write from every place at which we make
any halt, that you may know our track,
in cafe it fhould be neceflary to commu-
nicate any thing to

Your affured friend,:
London, June 14, Matr, BRAMBLE.

Es To
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2 T T TR,

'To Mrs. Mary Jonws, at Brambleton-
: hall, &ec.

DEAR MARY,

. HAVING the occafion of my coufin

Jenkins of Aberga’ny, 1 fend you, as a

token, a turkey-fhell comb, & Kiple of

- yards of green ribbon, and a ‘farment
upon the nothingnefs ‘of good works,

. which was preached in the Tabernacle;
2nd you will alfo receive a horn-buck for

+Saul, whereby the may leatn her letters ;
for I'm much confarned about the ftate

1of her poor fole—and what are all the
purfuits of this life to the confarns of that

immortal part >—What is Life but a veil

.of affliction? O Mary! the whole family
have been in fuch a conftipation =M.

- Clinker has been in trouble, but the gates
of hell have not been able to prevail

again him. His virtue is like poor

goul, feven times tried in the fire. He

was tuck up for a rubbery, and had be-

fore guftafs Bufshard, who made his mit-

tamoufe ;
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tamoufe ; and the pore yoith was fent to
prifon upon the falfe oaf of a willian,
that wanted, to fware his life away for the
leoker of cain.

The *fquire did all in 'his power, but
could not prevent his being put in chains,
and confined among common manufac~
tors, where he ftud like an innocent fheep
in the. midt of wolves and tygers.—
Lord knows, what mought have happen-
ed to this pyehoufe young man, if mafter
had mot applied to Apias Korkus, who
lives with the ould bailiff, and is, they
fay, five hundred years ould, (God Dblefs
us!) anda congeror: but, if he be, fure
I am he don’t deal with the devil, other-
wife he wouldn’t have fought out Mr.
Clinker as ke did, in {pite of ftone walls,
iron bolts, and double locks, *that flew
open at hisicommand ; for ould Scratch:
has not a greater enemy upon hearth than
Mr. Clinker, who s, indeed, a very
powerfull labourer in the Lord’s vine-
yard. 1 do no more than yufe the words
of my goodlady, who has got the infec~
tual calling; and, I truft, that even my-
felf, though unworthy, fhall find greafe
1o be excepted. Mifs Liddy has been:
touched to thequick, but is a little timor-

fome : howfomever, "1 make no doubt,

E 6 bus
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but the, and all of us, will be brought,
by the endeavours of Mr.. Clinker, ' to
produce blefled. fruit of generation and
repentance. As for mafter and the
young “fquire, they have as yet had narro
glimpfe of the new light.—— I doubt as
how their harts are hardened by worldly
wifdom, which, as the pyebill faith, is
foolifhnefs in the fight of God,

O Mary Jones, pray without feizing:
for greafe to prepare you for the opera-
tions of this wonderful inftrument, which,

g hope, will be exorcifed this winter
upon you and others at Brambleton-hall,
——To-morrow, we are to fet out in a

+ cox and four for Yorkthire ;. and, I be-
lieve, we fhall travel that way far, and
far, and farther than I can tell; but I
fhan’t go fo far as o forget my friends ;
and Mary Jones, will-always be remem-
bred as one of them by her

humble farvant,

- London, June 14. Waw, JENRINS,

ey
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To Mrs. Gwyirmv, houfe-keeper at
Brambleton-hall,

i MRS. GWYLLIM,

1 CAN’T help thinking it very
ftrange, that I never had an anfwer to
the letter I wrote you fome weeks ago
from Bath, concerning the four bear,
the gander, and the maids eating butter,
which I won’t allow to be wafted.——
We are now going upon a long gurney
to the north, whereby I defire you will
redouble your care and circumflexion,
that the family may be well manged
in our abfence; for, you know, you
muft render accunt, not only to your
earthly mafter, but alfo to him that is
above; and if you are found a good
and faithful farvant, great will be your
reward in haven. I hope there will be
twenty ftun of cheefe ready for market-
by the time I got huom, and as much
owl fpun, as will make half a dozen pair
of blankets; and that the favings of the
butter-milk will fetch me a good penny

before
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before Martinmafs, as the two pigs are to
be fed for baking with birchmaft and
acrons. g

I wrote to doctor Lews. for the fame
porpufs, but he never had the good man-
ners to take the leaft notice of my letter;
for which reafon, I fhall never favour
him with another, though he bethits
me on his bended knees. You will
do well to keep a watchful eye over the
hind Villiams, who is one of his amiffo-
ries, and, I believe, no better than he
thould be at bottom. God forbid that |
thould lack chriftian charity; but cha-
rity begins at huom, and fure nothing
€an be a more charitable work than to rid
the family of fuch vermine. Ido fuppofe,
that the brindled cow has been had to the
parfon’s bull, that old Moll has had
another litter of pigs, and. that Dick is
become a mighty ‘moufer. = Pray order
every thing for the beft, and be frugal,
and keep the maids to their labour.—If [
had a private opportunity, I would fend
them fome hymns to fing inftead of pro-
fane ballads; but, as I can’, they and
you muft be contented with the prayers of

Your aflured friend,

London, June 4. T. BramsrE.
To
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To Sir. Warxkin Puirrires, Bart. of
Jefus college Oxon.

" DEAR PHILLIVS,

THE very day after I wrote my Iaft,
Clinker was fet at”liberty—As Martin

- had foretold, the accufer was himfelf

committed for a robbery, upon unquef-
tionable evidence. He had been for fome
time in the fhares of the thief-taking fo-
ciety 5 who, refenting his prefumption
in attempting to incroach upon their mo~
nopoly of impeachment, had him taken
up and committed to Newgate, on the
depofition of an accomplice, who has
been admitted as evidence for the king.
The poftilion being upon record as an

. old offender, the chief juftice made no

feruple of admitting Clinker to bail,
when ke perufed the affidavit of Mr.
Mead, importing that the faid Clinker
was not the perfon that robbed him on
Blackheath ; and honeft Humphry was

difcharged—When he came home, he ex~

prefled
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prefled great eagernefs to pay his refpects
to his mafter, and here his elocution fail.
ed him, buthis filence was pathetic; he
fell down at his feet, and embraced  his
knees, thedding a flood of tears, which
my uncle did not fee without emotion—
He took fhuff in fome confufion; and,
putting his hand in his pocket, gave him
his bleffing in fomething more fubftantial
than words—¢¢ Clinker (faid he), I am
“ fo well convinced, both of your ho-
‘¢ nefty and courage, that I am’ refolved
“ to make you my life-guard-man on the
¢ highway.”

He was. accordingly provided with a
cafe of piftols, and a carbine to be flung
a-crofs his fhoulders; and every other
preparation being made, we fet out laft
Thurfday, at feven in the morning 3 my
uncle, .with the three women in  the
coach ; Humphry, - well mounted.on a
black gelding bought for his ufe;” my-

« {elf - a-horfeback, attended by my new
valet, Mr. Dutton,  an cxceeding cox-
comb, freth from his travels, whom I
have taken upon trial—The fellow wears
a folitaire, ufes paint, and takes rappee
with all the grimace of a French marquis.
At prefent, however, he is in a riding-
drefs, jack-boots, leather breeches, a

fearlet
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fearlet waiftcoat ‘with gold binding, a
laced hat, a hanger, a French pofting-
whip in his hand, and his hair ez
quetie. g
Before we had gone nine miles, my
horfe loft one of his thoes; fo that I was
obliged to ftop at Barnet to have another,
while the coach procceded at an eafy
pace over the common. = About a mile
thort of Hatfield, the poftilion, ftopping
the carriage, gave notice to Clinker that
there were two fufpicious fellows a-horfe-
back, at the end of a lane, who feemed
waiting to attack the coach. - Humphry
forthwith apprifed my uacle, declaring
he would ftand by him to the laft drop
of his blood; and, unflinging his car-
bine, prepared for ation. The ’fquire
had piftols in the pockets of the coach,
and refolved to make ufe of them direétly;
but he was effectually prevented by his
female companions, who flung themfelves
about his neck, and fcreamed in concert
—At that inftant, who fhould come up
at a hand-gallop, but Martin, the high-
way-man, who, advancing to the coach,
begged the ladies would compofe them-
felves for a moment; then, defiring
Clinker to follow him to the charge, he
pulled a piftol out of his bofom, and
they -
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they rode up together to give battle to
the rogues, who, having fired at a great
diftance fled a-crofs the common. T hey
were in purfuit of the fugitives when I
€ame up, not a little alarmed at the
thricks in the coach, where I found my
uncle in a violent rage, without his peri-
wig, ftrugeling to difentangle  himfclf
Jfrom Tabby and the other two, and

3 fwear?ng with great vociferation. Before
1 had time to interpofe, Martin and
ClinKer rerutned from the purfoit, and
the formeér paid’ his compliments. with
gréat politenefs, ‘giving us to underftand,
‘that the fellows had {campered off, and
that he believed they were a couple of
raw ’prentices from London. He com-
mended Clinker for his’ courage, ~and
faid, if we would give him leave, he
would have the honour to accompany-us
as far as Stevenage, where he had fome
bufinefs. = . ;

The ’fquire, having recolletéd and
adjufted himfelf, was the firft to laugh at
his‘own fituation; but it was not withott
difficulty  that Tabby’s arms could be
untwifted from his neck, Liddy’s teeth
chattered, and Jenkins was -threatened
with a fit as ufual. 1 had communicated
to my unclé the chara@er of Martin, as

1t
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it was deferibed by the conftable, and he
was much fruck with its fingularity—~
He could not fuppofe the fellow had any
defign on our company, which was fo
numerous and’ well armed ; he therefore
thanked him, for the fervice he had juft
done them, faid he would be glad of his
company and afked him to dine with us
at Hatfield, * This invitation might not
have been agreeable to the ladies, had
they known the real profeffion of our
guieft, but this was a fecret to all, except
my uncle ahd myfelf— Mrs. ‘Tabitha,
however, would by no means confent to
proceed with a cafe of loaded piflols in
the coach, and they were forthwith dif-
charged in complaifance to her and the
teft of the women. : !

Being gratified in this particular, fhe
becatne remarkably good humeured, and
at dinner behaved in the moft affable
manfer to Mr. Martin, with whofe po-
lite addrefs and agreeable converfation
fhe fecemed to be much taken. After
dinner, the landlord aceofting me in the
yard, asked, with a fignificant look, if
the gentleman that rode the forrel belong-
ed to our company ?—I1 underflood bis
mezning, but anfwered, #0; that he had
‘come up with us on the common, and

helped
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helped us to drive away two fellows, that
looked like highwaymen—He nodded
three times diftin&ly, as much as to fay,
<he knows his.cue. Then he enquired if
one of thofe men was mounted on a bay
mare, and'the other on a chefnut geld-
ing, with a white fireak down his fore-
head? and being anfwered in the affir-
mative, he affured me they had robbed
‘three poft:chaifes this very morning—]|
inquired in my turn, if Mr, Martin was
of his acqaintance ; and, nodding thrice
.again, he anfwered, that bhe bad Jeen the
gentleman.
Before we left Hatfield, my uncle, fix.
ing his eyes on Martin with fuch expref-
~fion as is more eafily conceived than de.
feribed, afked, if he often travelled that
<road?  and he replied with a look which
denoted his underfianding the quettion,
~that he very feldom did bufinefs in that
- part of the country. In a word, this ad-
venturer favoured us with his company
to the neighbourhood of Stevenage, where
he took his leave of the coach and me,
“in yery polite terms, and turned off up-
- on a crofs road, that led to a village on
the left—Act fupper, Mrs. Tabby was
very full in the praife of Mr. Martin's
good-fenfe and good-breeding, and fecm-
ed
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ed to regret that the had not a farther
opportunity to make fome experiment
upon his affe€tion. In the morning, my
uncle was not a little furprifed to receive,
from the waiter, a billet couched in'
thefe words— :

< Sir,

« 1 could eafily perceive from your
«Jooks, when I had the honour to con-
« verfe with you at Hatfield, that my
« chara&er is not unknown to you ; and,
« 1 dare fay, you won’t think it ftrange,
¢ that I fhould be glad to change my
« prefent way of life, for any other ho~
¢ peft occupation, let it be ever fo hum-
< ble, that will afford me bread in mo-'
« deration, and fleep in fafety—Perhaps
“ you may think I flatter, when I fay,
< that from the moment I was witnefs to
< your generous concern in the caufe of
“ your fervant, I conceived a particular
“efteem and veneration for your per-
“fon; and yet what I fay is true. I
¢ fhould think myfelf happy, if I could
¢ be admitted into your protection and
“ fervice, as houfe-fteward, clerk, but-
“ler, or bailiff, for cither of which
¢ places I think myfelf tolerably well

¢ qualified ;
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<« qualified; and, fure I am, I fhould
< pot be found deficient in gratitude and
< fidelity—At the fame time, I am very
<« fenfible how much you muft deviate
<« from the common maxims of difcre-
<« tion, even in putting my profeffions to
«¢ the trial; but I don’t look upon you
& g5 a perfon that thinks in the ordinary
< ftyle; and the delicacy of my fituation,
« will, I know, juflify this addrefs to 2
<t heart warmed with beneficence and
<« compaffion—Underftanding you are
< going pretty far north, I fhall take an
< opportunity to throw myfelf in your
< way again, before you reach the- bor-
¢ ders of Scotland; and, I hope, by tha:
¢ rime, you will have taken into confi-
¢ deration, the truly diftrefsful cafc of

< honoured fir,
« your very humble

¢ and devoted fervant,
¢ EpwarD MarTIN.
The fquire having péru(ed this letter,
ut it into my hand, without faying a
fyllable; and when I had read ir, we

3 8

looked "at each other in filence. From a

ertain fparklinz in his eyes, I.ddfcover-
: ed
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ed there was more in his heart, than he
cared to exprefs with his tongue, in favour
of poor Martin; and this was precifely
my own feeling, which he did noc fail to
difcern, by the fame means of communi-
cation—s¢ What fhall we do (faid he) to
« faye this poor finner from the gallows,
< and make him a ufeful member of the
« commonwealth > and yet the proverb
< fays, Save a thief from the gallows,
¢ and he'll cut your throat.” I told him,
I really believed Martin was capable of
giving the proverb the lic; and that 1
fhould heartily concur in any flep he
might take in favour of his foliciration.
We mutually refolved to deliberate upon
the fubject, and, in the mean time,, pro-
ceeded on our journey. The roads, hav-
ing been broke up by the heavy rains in
the fpring, were fo rough, that although
we travelled very flowly, the joling oc-
cafioned fuch pain to my uncle, that he
was become exceedingly peevith when
we arrived at this place, which lies about
eight miles from the poft-road, between

Wetherby and Boroughbridge.
Harrigate-watcer, {o celebrated for its
efficacy in the feurvy and other diftem-
pers, is fupplied from a copious fpring,
in the hollow of a wild common, round
\Which
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which a good many houfes have been
 built for the convenience of the drinkers,
though few of them are inhabited. Moft
of the company lodge at fome diftance,
in five feparate inns, fituated in different
parts of the common, from whence they
go every morning to the well, in their
own carriages. The lodgers of each inn
form a diftin¢t fociety, that eat together ;
and there is 2 commodious public room,
where they breakfaft ‘in difhabille, at fe-
parate tables, from eight o’clock till ele-
ven, as they chance or chufe to come in
—Here alfo they drink tea in the after-
noon, and play at cards or dance in the
evening. One cuffom, however, pre-
vails, which I look upon as a folecifm in
politenefs—The ladies treat with tea in
their turns; and even girls of fixteen are
not exempted from this thameful impo-
fition——"There is a public ball by fub-
feription every night at one of the houfes,
to which all the company from the others
are admitted by tickets; and, indecd,
Harrigate treads upon the heels of Bath,
in the articles of gaiety and diffipation—
with this difference, however, that here
we are more fociable and familiar. One
of the inns is already full up to the very
garrets, having no lefs than fifty Jodgers,
i and

9
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and as many fervants, Our family docs
not exceed thirty-fix; and I fhould be
forry «to fee the number augmented, as

our accommodations won’t admit of much

increafe,

At prefent, the company is more agree-
able than one could expect from an acci-
dental affemblage of perfons, who are
utter firangers to one another-—There
feems to be a general difpofition among
us to maintain good fellowihip, and pro-

mote the purpofes of humanity, in favour .

of thofe who come hither on the fcore of
health, T fee feveral faces which we left
at Bath, although the majority arc of the
Northern counties, and many come from

Scotland for the benefit of thefe waters— .

In fuch a varicty, there muft be fome
originals, among whom Mrs. Tabitha
Bramble is not the moft inconfiderable——
No place where there is fuch an inter-
courfe ‘between the fexes, can be dif-
agtreeable to a lady of her views and tem-
perament—She has had fome warm dif-
putes at table, with a lame parfon from
Northumberland, on the new birth, and
the infignificance of moral virtue; and
her arguments have been reinforced by
an old Scotch lawyer, in a tye perriwig,
who, though he has loft his teeth, and the

Nor, Il H ufe
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ufe of his limbs, can ftill wag his tongue
with great volubility. - He has paid her
fuch fulfome compliments, upon . her
piety and learning, as feem to have won
her heart ; and the, in her turn, treats
him with fuch attention as indicates a
defign upon his perfon; but, by all ac-
counts, he is too much a fox to be in-
veigled into any fnare that fhe can lay for
his affetion.

We 'do not propofe to ftay long at
Harrigate, though, at prefent, it is our
head-quarters, from whence we fhall
make fome excuifions, to vifit two or
thiee of our rich relations, who are fettled
in this county.——Pray, remember me
to all our friends of Jefus, and allow me
to be ftill

youss affeClionately,

Harrigate, June 23, *J. MerrorD.

To




HUMPHRY CLINKER. o9

To Dr. LEwis..

DEAR DOCTOR,

CONSIDERING the tax we pay for
turnpikes, the roads of this country con-
fritute a moft intolerable grievance.  Be-~
tween Newark and Weatherby, 1 have
fuffered more from jolting and fwinging
than ever I felt in the whole courfe of my
life, although the carriage. is remarkabiy
commodious and well hung, and the
poftilions were very careful in driving.
Iam now fafely houfed at the New Inn,
at Harrigate, whither I came to fatisfy
iy curiofity, rather than with any view
of advantage to my health; and, truly,
after having confidered all the parts and
particulars of the place, I.cannotaccount
for the concourfe of people one finds here,
upon any other principle but that of
caprice, which feems to be the character
of our nation.

Harrigate is a wild common, bare and
bleak, without tree or fhrub, or the
F 2 . lealt
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leaft figns of cultivation; and the people
who come to drink the water, are crowd-
ed together in paltry inns, where the few
tolerable rooms are monopolized by the
friends and favourites of the houfe, and
all the reft of the lodgers are obliged to
put up with dirty holes, where there is
mneither fpace, air, nor convenience. My
apartment is about ten feet fquare; and
when the folding-bed is down, there is
juft room fufficient to pafs between it and
the fire. One might exped, indeed, that
there would be no occafion for a fire at
Midfummer; but bere the climate is fo
backward, that an afh tree, which our
landlord has planted before my window,
is juft beginning to put forth its leaves;
and I am fain to have my bed warmed
every night.

As for the water which is faid to have
effeéted fo many furprifing cures, I have
drank it once, and the firft draught has
cured me of all defire to repeat the medi-
cine.—Some people fay it fmells of rotten
eggs, and others compare it to the fcour-
ings of a foul gun.—It is generally fup-
poled to be firongly impregnated with
fulphur; and Dr. Shaw, in his book
upen mineral waters, fays, he has feen
flakes of fulphur floating in the well—

Pace

6
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Pace tanti viri 3 1, for my part, have never
obferved any thing like fulphur, either
in or about the well, neither do I find
that any brim@one has ever been extract-
ed from the water. As for the fmell, if
1 may be allowed to judge from my own
organs, it is exactly that of bilge-water
and the faline tafte of it feems to declare
that it is nothing elfe than falt water pu-~
trified in the bowels of the earth. I was
obliged to hold my nofe with one hand;
while I advanced the glafs to. my mouth
with the other; and after I had made
fhift to fwallow it, my ftomach could
hardly retain ‘what it had received.—The
only ‘effets it produced were ficknefs;
griping, and infurmountable difguft.—
1 can hardly mention it without puking.—
The world is firangely mifled by the af-
feQation of fingularity. I cannot help
fufpeéting that this water owes its repu-
tation in a great meafure to its being for
fuikingly offenfive.—On the fame kind
of analogy, a German doctor has intro-
duced hemlock and other poifons, as
fpecifics into the materia medica—1 am
perfudded that all the cures: aferibed to
the Harrigate water, would have been as
efficacioufly, and infinitely more agree--
ably performed, by the internal and. ex-

PN ternal:
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ternal ufe of fea-water. Sure T am, this
laft is much lefs naufeous to the tafte and
fmell, and much more gentle in its opera-
tion ‘as a purge, as well as more exten-
five in its medical qualities,

Two days ago, we went acrofs the
country to vifit *fquire Burdock, who
married a firft coufin of my father, an
heirefs; who brought him ‘an eftate of a
thoufand a-year. This gentlemanis a de-
clared-opponent of the miniftry in parlia-
ment; and having an opulent fortune,
piques himfelf upen living in the country,
and maintaining old Englfb bofpitality.—
By ‘the bye this is a phrafe very much
ufed by the Englith themfelves, both in
words and writing; but I never heard of
it out of  the ifland, except by way of
irony and farcafin. . What the hofpitality
of our forefathers has been I fhould be
glad to fee recorded, rather in: the .me-
moirs of firangers who have vifited our
country; and were the proper objeéts and -
judges of fnch hofpitality, than in the
difcourfe-and lucubrations of the 'modern
Englifh, who feem to defcribe it from
theory and conjeGture. 'Certain it is, we
are generally looked upon by foreigners
as a people totally deftitute of this vir-
tue;and I never was in any country

abroad,
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abroad, where I did not meet with per-
fons of diftinction, who complained of
having been inhofpitably ufed in Great-
Britain. A gentleman of France, Italy,
or Germany, who has entertained and
lodged an Englithman at his houfe, when
he afterwards meets with his guelt at
London, is afked to dinner at the Sara-
cen’s-head, the Turk’s-head, the Boar’s-
head, or the Bear, eats raw-beef and
butter, drinks execrable port, and  is
allowed to pay his fhare of the reckon-
ing,

But to return from this digreffion,
‘which my feeling for the honour of my
country obliged me to make——our
Yorkfhire coufin has been a mighty fox-
hunter before the Lord; but now he is too
fat and unweildy to leap ditches and five-
Dbar gates; neverthelefs, he fill keeps a
pack of hounds, which are well exercifed;
and his hunt{man every night entertzins
him with the adventures of the day’s
chace, which he recites in a tone and
terms that are extremely curious and fig-
nificant. - In the mean time, his broad
brawn is {cratched by one of his groomss
This fellow, it feems, having no in-
clination ' to -curry any beaft out of the
ftable, was at great pains to. fcollop his

I nails
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nails in fuch a manner that the blood fol-
lowed at every ftroke.—FHe was in hopes
that he would be difmifitd from this dif-
agreeable office, but the event turned out
contrary to 'his expetation.—His mafter
declared he was the beft fcratcher in the
family; and now he will not' fuffer any
other fervant to draw a nail upon his

carcafe. ¢
This *fquire’s lady is very proud, with-
out being fiff or inacceffible. She re-
ceives even her inferiorsin point of fortune
with a kind of arrogant civility ; but then
the thinks fhe has a right to treat them
with the moft ungracious freedoms of
fpeech, and never fails to' let them know
4he is fenfible' of her own’ fuperior afflue
ence; —In a word, fhe fpeaks well of no
living foul, and has not one! fingle friend
in the world. - Her hufband hates her mor-
tally 5 but although the. brute is {fome-
times fo very powerfulin him that he will
bave his own way; he generally truckles
to her dominion, and'dreads, likea fchool-
boy, the lafh of her tongue. On the
other liand, fhe’s afraid of provoking him
too far, left he fhould make fome defpe-
rate ‘effort to fhake off her yoke.—She,
therefore, acquiefces in the proofs he daily
gives of his‘atrachment to the liberty of
an
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an Englifh freeholder; by faying and do-
ing, at his own table, whatever gratifies
the brutality of his difpofition, or contri-~
butes to the eafe of his perfon. The
_houfe, though large, is neither elegant
nor comfortable.—It Jooks like-a great
inn, crowded with travellers, who dine
at the landlord’s ordinary, whére there is
a great profufion of victuals and drink,
but mine hoft feems to be mifplaced ;:
and 1 would rather dine upon filberts with
a hermit, than feed upon venifon with a
hog. The footmen might be aptly com-
pared to the waiters of a tavern, if they
were more ferviceable,.and lefs rapacious ;
but they are generally infolent and inat-
tentive, and fo greedy,. that, I think, 19
can dine better, and for lefs expence,. at:
the Star and Garter in Pall-mall, than at’

our coufin’s caflle in Yorkthire. The
’[quire is not only accommodated with a:
wife, but he is alfo- blefled with an only
fon, about two-and twenty, juft returned
from Italy, a complete fidler and dilles--
tante; and he flips no opportunity of:
manifefting the moft perfect contemps.
for his own father..

When we arrived, there was- a. family~
of foreigners at the houfe, on avifit to>
this virtuofo, with whom they had:been:

! Eig Hih
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aequainted at the Spa; itwas the count
de Melville, with his lady, on their way
“to’'Scotland. © Mr. Burdock had ‘met with
an accident, in confequence of which
both the count and I would have retired,
but the young gentleman and his mother
infifted upon our flaying dinner; and
their ferenity feemed to be fo little ruf-
fled by what had happened, that we com-
plied with their invitation. The *{quire
had been brought home over night in his
poft chaife, fo terribly belaboured about
the pate, ‘that he feemed to be in a flate
of flupefaétion, and had ever fince re-
mained fpeechlefs, A country apothe:
cary, called Grieve, who “lived in a
neighbouring village, having been called
to his affiftance, had -let him blood, and
‘applied a poultice to his head, declaring,
that he had no fever, nor any other bad
fymptom but the lofs of fpeech, if he
really had loft that faculty. But the
young *fquire faid this pra&itioner was an
ignorantaccio, that there was a fracture
in the cranium, and that there wasa ne-
ceflity for having him trepanned without
Iofs of time.  His mother, efpoufing this
opinion, had feot an exprefs to York for
a furgeon to perform the operation, and
he was already come with his ’prentice
and inftruments. Having examined the

-
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patient’s head, he began to prepare his
dreflings;- though Grieve ftill retained his
firft opinion that there 'was no fratture,
and was the more confirmed in it as the
’fquire had paffed the night in profound
fleep, uninterrupted by any catching or
convulfion. The York furgeon faid he
could mot tell whether there was a frac-
ture, until he fhould take off the fcalp ;
but, at any rate, the operation might be
of fervice in giving vent to any blood that
might be extravafated, either above or
below the dura mater. ~ The lady and her
fon were clear for trying the experiment ;
and - Grieve was difmiffed with < fome
marks of contempt, which, perhaps, he
owed to the plainnefs of his appearance.
He feemed to be about the middle age,
wore his own black hair, withoutany fort
of drefling; by his garb, one would have
taken him for a quaker, but he had none
of the ftiffnefs of that fec ; on the contra-
1y, he was very fubmiffive, refpectful,
and remarkably taciturn.

Leaving the ladies in an apartment by
themfelves, we adjourned to the patient’s
chamber, where the dremngs and inftru-
ments, were difplayed in order upon a
pewter dith. The operator, laying afile
bis coat and periwig, equipped himfelf

Fe6 with
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with a night-cap, apron, and “fleeves,
while his “prentice and footman, feizing
the ’{quire’s head, began to place it ina
proper pofture. But mark. what fol-
lowed—The patient bolting upright in
the bed, collared each of thefe affiftants
_ with the grafp of Hercules, exclaiming,
in a bellowing tone, ¢ I han’t lived fo
¢ long in Yorkfhire to be trepanned by
¢ fuch vermin as you;” and. leaping: on
the floor put on his breeches quietly, to
the aftonithment of us all. The furgeon
ftill'infifted upon the operation, alleging
it was now plain that- the brain was in-
jured, and defiring the fervants to put
him into bed again; but no body would
venture to execute his orders; or even
to interpofe; when the ’fquire turned
him and his affiftants out of doors, and
threw his apparatus out at the window.
Having thus afferted his prerogative, and
put on his cloaths with the help of a va-
let, the count, with my nephew and me,
were introduced by his fon, and received
with his ufual ftyle of ruftic civility;
then turning to fignor Macaroni, with a
farcaftic grin, “1I tell thee what, Dick
€ (faid he), a man’s. fcull is not to be
¢ bored every time his head is broken;
¢ and I'll convince thee and thy moth;r,

that
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« that'T know as'many’ tricks ds eler an
< old fox in the Weft Riding.” ¢
We afterwards underftoed he had quar-
relled at a public houfe with an excife-
man, - whom he challenged to a bout

«at fingle ftick, in which he had been

worfted ; and that the fhame of this de-
feat had tied up his tongue As for ma-
dam, fhe had fhewn no concern for his
difafter, and now heard of his recovery
without emotion—She had taken fome
little notice of my fifter and niece, though
rather with a view to indulge her own
petulence than out of any fentiment of
regard to our family.—She faid Liddy
was a fright, and ordered her woman to .
adjuft her head before dimner; but fhe

.would not meddle with Tabby, whofe

{pirit, fhe foon perceived, was not to be
irritated ' with impunity. At table, the
acknowledged me fo far as to fay the had ~
heard of my father; though fhe hinted,
that he had difobliged her family by
making a poor match in Wales. - She
was difagreeably familiar in her enquiries

.about our circumflances; and atked if T

intended to bring up my nephew to the
law. Itold her, that, a5 hehad an inde-
pendent fortune, he fhould follow no

profeffion but that of a country gentle-

man ;
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man; and that I wasnot without hopes
of procuring for him a feat in parliament,
——~¢ Pray, coufin (faid the), what may
~ ¢ his fortune be?” When 1 anfwered,
that, with what I fhould be able to give
him, he would have better than two
thoufand a-year, fhe replied, with a dif-
dainful tofs of her head, that it would
be impofiible for him to preferve his in-
dependence on fuch a paitry provifion.
Not a little nettled at this arrogant re-
mark, I told her, I had the honour to fit
in parliament with her father, when he
had little more than half that income;
and I believed there was not a_more in-
dependent ‘and incorruptible: member in
thehoufe. ¢ Ay; but timesare changed,
¢¢ (cried the ’fquire)—Country gentlemen
¢ now a-days live after another fafhion.
- ¢ —My table alone ftands me in a cool
¥ thoufand a quarter, though I raife my
¢ own flock, import my own liquors,
¢¢ and have every thing at the firft hand.
« —True it is, I keep open houfe, and
¢ jeceive all comers, for the ‘honour of
¢ Old England.”” < If that be the cafe,
¢ (faid 1) ’tis a wonder you can maintain
it at fofmall an expence; but every
¢ private gentleman is not expected to
¢ keep a caravanfira for the accommoda-
$¢ tion
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¢ tion of travellers : indeed, if every in-
¢« dividual lived in the fame fyle, you
¢ would not have fuch a number of
¢ guefts at your table, of confequence
¢ your hofpitality would not fhine fo
¢ bright for the glory of the Weft Rid-
¢ing.” The young ’fquire, tickled by
this ironical obfervation, exclaimed, < O
“ che burla I”— his' mother eyed me in
filence with a fupercilious air; and the
father of the feaft, taking a bumper of
O&ober, ¢ My fervice to you, coufin
 Bramble (faid he,) I have always heard
¢ there was fomething keen and biting in
¢ the air of the Welch mountains,”

1 was much pleafed with the count de
Melville, who is fenfible, eafy, and po-
lite ; and the countefs is the moft amiable
woman I ever beheld. In the afternoon
they took leave of their entertainers, and
the young gentleman, mounting his horfe,
undertook to conduét their coach through
the park, while one of their fervants rode
round to give notice to the reft, whom
they had left at the public houfe on the
road. The moment their backs were
turned, the cenforious demon took pof-
feffion of our Yorkthire landlady and our
fifter Tabitha, — The former obferved,
that the countefs was a good fort of a

| body,
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body, but totally ignorant of good breed-
ing, confequently aukward in her addrefs,
The ’[quire faid he did not pretend to the
breeding of any thing but colts ; but
that the jade would be very bandfome, if
fthe was a little more in fleth. ¢ Hand-
¢ fome ! (cried Tabby) fhe has indeed a
¢ pair of black eyes without any mean-
¢ ing 3 but then there is not a good fea-
¢ ture in her face.” ¢ 1 know not what
¢ you call good features in’ Wales (re-
¢¢ plied our landlord ;) but they’ll pafs in
¢ Yorkthire.” Then ruming to Liddy,
he added, «“ What fay you, my pretty
¢¢ Redftreak ?—~what is your opinion of
¢ the countefs #” < I think, (eried Lid-
<« dy, with great emotion) fhe’s an angel.”
Tabby chid her for talking with {uch
freedom in company ; and the lady of
the houfe faid, in a contemptuous tone,
the fuppofed mifs had been brought up
at fome country boarding-fchool.

Qur converfation: was {uddenly inter-
rupted by the young gentleman, who
galloped into the yard all aghaft, ex-
claiming, that the coach was attacked by
a great number of highwaymen:. My ne-
phew and I ruthing out, found his own
and his fervant’s horfe ready faddled in
the ftable, with piftols in. the caps.—We

mounted
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mounted inftantly, ordering Clinker and
Datton' to follow with all poffible expedi-
tion ; but notwithftanding all the fpeed
we could make, the action was over be-
fore we arrived, and the count with his
lady, fafe lodged at the houfe of Grieve,
who had fignalized himfelf in a very re-
markable manner on this occafion. At
the turning of a lane, that led to' the vil-
lage where the count’s {ervants remained,
a couple of robbers a‘horfeback fuddenly
appeared, with ' their piftols advanced :
one kept the coachman in awe, and the
other demanded the count’s money, while
the young fquire went off at full fpeed,
without ever cafting a look behind. The
count ‘defiring the - thief to withdraw his
piftol, as the lady was in great terror, de-
livered his purfe without making the leaft
refitance ; but not fatisfied with this
‘booty, which was pretty ' confiderable,
the rafcal infited upon rifling her of her
rear-rings  and necklace, and the countefs
fcreamed with  affright.. ~Her hufband,
exafperated at the violence with which
fhe'was threatened, wrefted the piftol out
of the fellow’s hand, and turning it upon
him, faapped it in his face ; but the rob-
ber Knowing there was no charge in i,
drew another from his bofom, and in all

4 pro=
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probability would have killed him on the
1pot, had not his life been faved by a won-
derful interpofition, Grieve, the apotheca-
1y, chancing to pafs that very inftant, ran
up to the coach, and with a crab-flick,
which was all the weapon he had, brought
the fellow to the ground with the firft blow ;
then feizing his piftol, prefented it to his
colleague, who fired his piece at random,
and fled without farther oppofition, The
other was fecured by the affiftance of the
count and the coachman ; and his legs
being tied under the belly of ‘his own
horfe, Grieve conduéted him to the vil«
Jage, whither alfo the carriage proceeded.
It was with grear difficulty the countefs
«could be kept from fwooning'; but at laft
4he was happily conveyed to the -houfe of
‘the apothecary, who went into the fhop
to prepare fome drops for- her, while his
wife and daughter adminiftered to her in
another apartment.

1 found the countftanding’in the kitchen
with the parfon of the pparifh; and exprefl-
ing much impatience to fee his protector,
whom as yet he had {carce found time to
thank for the effential fervice he had done
him and the countefs. — The daughter
paffing at the fame time with a glafs of
water, monfieur de. Melville could not

4 help
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help taking notice of her figure, which
was ftrikingly engaging.—¢ Ay, ({aid the
« parfon) fhe is the prettieft girl, and
the beft girl in all my parifh; and if
I could give my fon an eftate of ten
thoufand a year, he fhould have my
confent to lay it at her feet, If Mr,
Grieve had been as follicitous about
ctting money, as he has been in per-
%arming all the duties of a primitive
Chriftian, Fy would not have hung fo
long upon his hands.” ¢ What is her
name ?” faid I. = ¢ Sixteen years ago
(anfwered the wvicar) I chriftened her
¢ by the names of Seraphina Melvilia”
« Ha ! what! how! (cried the-count
« eagerly) fure, you faid Seraphina Mel-
vilia,” 1idid (faid he;) Mr., Grieve
¢ told me thofe were the names of two
¢ noble ‘perfons abroad, ‘to whom he had
¥ been obliged for 'more than life.” g

The count, without fpeaking anothet
fyllable, ruthed into the parlour, crying,
¢« This is your god-daughter, my dear.”
Mrs. Grieve, then feizing the countefs by
the hand, exclaimed with great agitation,
“ O madam —O fir !—I am—TI'am your
« poor Elinor.—This is my Seraphina

“ Melvilia. ——O child! thefe are the
¢ count and countefs of Melville, the
gene-
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¢ generous—the glorious benefadtors of
‘¢ thy once unhappy parents.”

The countefs rifing from her feat,
threw her arms about the neck of the
amiable Seraphina, and clafped her to
her breaft with great tendernefs, while
fhe herfelf was embraced by the weeping
mother. - This moving fcene was com-
pleted by the entrance of Grieve himfelf;
who falling on his knees before the count,
¢ Behold (faid he) a penitent, who at
¢¢ length can look upon his patron with-
¢ out fhrinking.” - ¢ Ah, Ferdinand!
€ (cried he, raifing and folding him in
“¢ his'aims) the play-fellow of my infan-
¢ cy—the companion of my youth!—
¢ Is it fo you then I am indebted for my
€ life:” ¢ Fleaven has heard my pray-
¢ er, (faid the other) and given me an
¢ opportunity to prove myfelf not alto-
¢¢ gether unworthy of your clemency and
¢¢ protection.” " He then kiffed the hand
of the countefs, while monfieur de Mel-
ville faluted his wife and lovely daughter,
and all of us were greatly affected by this
pathetic recognition.

In a word, Grieve was no other than
Ferdinand count Fathom, whofe adven-
tures were printed many years ago. Be-
ing a fincere convert to virtue, he had

: changed
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changed his name, that he might elude
the enquiries of the count, whofe generous
allowance he determined to forego, that
he might have no dependence but upon
his own induftry and moderation. He
had accordingly fettled in this village as a
praitioner in furgery and phyfic, and
for fome years wreftled with all the mife-
ries of indigence, which, however, he
and his wife had borne with the moft ex-
emplary refignation. At length, by dint
of unwearied attention to the duties of his
profeffion, which he exercifed with equal
humanity and fuccefs, he had acquired a
tolerable fhare of bufinefs among the
farmers and common: people, which en-
abled him to live in a decent manner. He
had been fcarce ever: feen to fmile ; was
unaffeGedly pious; and all th® time he
could fpare from the avocations of his
employment he fpent in educating his
daughter, and in fludying for his own
improvement.—In fhort, the adventurer
Fathom was; under the name of Grieve,
univerfally refpected among the common-
alty of this diftriét, as a prodigy of learn-
ing and virtue. Thefe particulars I
learned from the vicar, when we quitted
the room, that they might be under no
reftraint in their mutual cffufions, I make

no
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no doubt that Grieve will be prefled to
leave off bufinefs, and re-unite himfelf to
the count’s family ; and as the countefs
feemed extremely fond of his daughrer,
ihe will, in all probability, infift upon Se-
raphina’s accompanying her to Scotland.

Having paid our compliments to thefc
noble perfons, we returned to the ’fquire’s,
where we expeéted an invitation to pafs
the night, which was wet and raw; but, it
feems, *(quire Burdock’s hofpitality reach-
ed not fo far for the honour of Yorkfhire:
“we therefore departed in the evening, and
lay atan inn, where I caught cold.

In hope of riding it down before it
could take faft hold on my conflitution,
1 refolved to vifit another relation, one
Mr. Pimpernel, who lived about a dozen
miles from the place where we lodged.
Pimpernel being the youngeft of four
fons, was bred an attorney at Furnival’s-
inn; but all his elder brothers dying, he
got himfelf called to the bar for the ho-
nour of his family, and foon after this
preferment, fucceeded to his father’s eftate,
which was very confiderable. He carried
home with him all the knavith chicanery
of the loweft pettifogger, together with a
wife whom he had purchafed of a dray-
man for twenty pounds; and he foon

found
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found means to obtain. a Dedimus cs an
alting juftice of peace. He is not only
a fordid mifer in his difpofition, but his
avarice is mingled with a fpirit of defpo-
tifm, which is truly diabolical.—He is a
brutal hufband, an unnatural parent, a
harfh mafter, an oppreflive landlord, a li-
tigious ‘neighbour, and a partial magi-
ftrate. Friends he has none; and in
point of hofpitality ‘and good breeding;
our coufin Burdock is a prince in com-
parifon of this ungracious mifcreant,
whofe houfe is the lively reprefentation of
a gaol. Our reception was fuitable to the
chara@er I have fketched. Had it de-
pended upon the wife, we thould have
been kindly treated.—She is really 2 good
fort of a woman, in fpite of her low ori-
ginal, ‘and well refpected in the county ;
but the has not intereft enough in her
own houfe to command a draught of ta-
ble-beer, far lefs to beftow any kind of
education on her children, who run about,
like ragged colts, in a ftate of nature.—
Pox on -him ! he is fuch a dirty fellow,
that T have not patience to profecute the
fabject. 4
By that time we reached Harrigate, T
began ‘to be vifited by certain rheumatic -
fymptoms. ' The Scotch  lawyer, - Mr.
Mickle-
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Micklewhimmen, recommended a- hot
bath of thefe waters fo earneftly, that I
was ‘over-perfuaded ‘to try the experi-
ment.—IHe had ufed it often with fuccefs,
and ‘always ftayed an hour in the bath,
which was a tub filled with Harrigatc
water, heated for the purpofe. If I could
hardly bear the fmell of a fingle tumbler
when cold, you may guefs how my nofe
was regaled by the fteams arifing from a
hot bath of the fame fluid. At night, [
was’ conducted into a dark hole on the
ground floor, where the tub fmoaked and
frunk like the pot of Acheron, in one
corner, and in another ftood a dirty bed
provided with thick blankets, in which
I was to fweat after coming out of the
bath. My heart feemed to die within me
when I entered this difmal bagnio, and
found my brain affaulted by fuch infuffer-
able efluvia.—I curfed Micklewhimmen
for not confidering that my organs were
formed on this fide of the Tweed ; but
being athamed to recoil upon the thre.
fhold, I fubmitted to the procefs.

Atfter having endured all but real fuffo-
cation for above a quarter of an hour in
the tub, 1 was moved to the bed and
wrapped in blankets.—There I lay a full
hour panting with intolerable heat; but

not
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not the leaft moifture appearing on 'my
fkin, I was carried to my own chamber,
and pafled the night without clofing an
eye, in fuch a flutter of {pirits as render-
ed me the moft miferable wretch in be.
ing. T 1fhould certainly have run diftract.
ed, if the rarefaction of my blood, occa-
fioned by that Stygian bath, had not burft
the veflels, and produced a violent hee-
morrhage, which, though dreadful and
alarming, removed the horrible difquier.
~—I loft two pounds of blood, and more,
on this occafion ; and find mylelf il
weak and languid 5 but, 1 believe, a lirtle
exercife will forward my recovery ; and
therefore I am refolved to fet out to mor-
row_for York, in my way to Scarbo-
rough, where I propofe to brace up my
fibres by fea=bathing, which, I know, is
one of your favourite {pecifics. There isy
however, one difeafe, for which you have
found as yet no fpecific, and that is old
age, of which this tedious unconnected
epiftle is an infallible {ymprom i—what,
therefore, caunot be cured, muft be endured,
by you, as well as by

Yours,
Harrigate, June 26, Matt. Bramtts.
Yorill. G To
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To Sir Watk1iny Purryrips, Bat,
of Jefus college, Oxon.

DEAR KNIGHT,

T H E manner of living at” Harrigate
was {o agreeable to my difpofition, that I
left the place with fome regret—Our aunt
Tabby would have probably made fome
objeétion to our departing fo foon, had
not an accident embroiled her with Mr.
Micklewhimmen, the Scotch advocate,
on-whofe heart fhe had been practifing,
from the fecond day after our arrival—
"T'hat orginal, though feemingly preclud-
ed from the ufe of his limbs, had turned
his genivs to good account—In fhort, by
dint of groaning, and whining, he had ex-
cited the compaffion of the company fo
effeftually, that an old lady, who occu-
pied the very beft apartment in the houfe,
gave it up for his cafe and convenience.
‘When his man led him into the Long
Room, all the females were immediately
in commotion—One fet an clbow-chair;

an-
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another fhook up the cufhion : a' third
brought a ftool'; and a fourth a pillow,
for the accommodation 'of 'his fect—~Two
ladies (of whom Tabby was always one)
fupported him into the dining-room, and
placed him properly at the table; and
his fafte was indulged with a fucceffion
of delicacies, ‘culled by their fair hands.
All this’ attention he repaid with a pro-
fufion of compliments and beneditions,
which were not the lefs agreeable for be-
ing delivered in the Scottifh dialect, - As
for Mrs.' Tabitha, his refpects were par-
ticularly addrefled to her; and he did not
fail to mingle them with teligiots reflect
tions, touching free grace, knowing héf
biafs to methodifm, which he alfo pro-
fefled upon a calviniftical model,

For my part, I could not help think=
ing this lawyer was not fuch an invalid as
he pretended to be, I obferved he ate
very ‘heartily three times a-day; and
though 'his bottle ‘was marked Somachic
tinture, he had recourfe to it fo often,
and feemed to fwallow it with fuch pecii~
liar relith, that I fufpeted it was not
compounded in the apothecary’s thop, ot
the chemift’s laboratory. One day, while
he was éarnelt in difcourfe with Mis,
Tabitha, and his fervant had gone out

G2 on
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on fome occafion or other, I dexteroufly
exchanged the labels, and fituation of his
bottle and mine; and having tafted his
tincture, found it was excellent claret,
1 forthwith handed it about to fome of
my neighbours, and it was quite emptied
before Mr. Micklewhimmen had occafion
to repeat his draught. At length, turn-
ing about, he took hold of my bottle,
inftead of his own, and, filling a large
glafs, drank to the health of Mrs. Tabi-
_ tha—1It had fearce touched his lips, when
- he perceived the change which had been
put upon him, and was at firft a little out
of countenance He feemed to retire
within himfelf, in order to deliberate,
and in half a minute his refolution was
taken ; addreffing himfelf to our quarter,
¢ 1 give the gentleman credit for his wit
¢ (faid he ;) it was a gude practical joke;
<« but fometimes i joci in feria ducunt ma-
¢¢ Ja—1I hope for his own fake he has na
¢ drank all the liccor 3 foriit was a vara
¢ poorful infufion of jallop in Bourdeaux
¢ wine; as its poflable he may ha ta'en
¢ fic a dofe as will produce a terrible
¢ cataftrophe in his ain booels—"

By far the greater part of the contents
had fallen to the fhare. of a young clo-
thier from Leeds, who had come to make

a figure

o
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a figure at Harrigate, and was, ineffeét a
great coxcomb' in his way. ' It was with
2 view to laugh at' his fellow-guefts, as
well'as to mortify the lawyer, that he had
emptied the bottle, when it came to his
urh, andhe had' laughed accordingly :
but now his mirth gave way to his appre-
Henfion—He began to {pit, to make wry
faces, and writhe himfelf inte various
contorfions—*¢ Damn the ftoff! (eried
« Hey I'thought it had a villadous twang
& wtpalitl” He! that' would cozen a Scot,
# mun- get opp' betimes; and' rake Old:
« Seratelr for his counfellor—"" ¢« In/
« troth mefter what d’ye ca’um, (replied
“withe lawyer) your wit hasruw you'into a:
% filthy puddle—I'm' truly confarned for
% your waeful cafe—The beft advice T
can give you, in fic a delemma; is to
« fend an exprefs to Rippon for doftor
© Waugh, without delay, and,. in the
“ mean time, f{wallow all the oil and
« Butter you can find in the hoofe, to de-
fend your poor flomach and intaftins
¢ from the villication of the particles of
the jallap, which is vara violent, even
when taken in moderation.”
The poor clothier’s torments had al-
ready begun: he retired, roaring with
pain, to his own chamber; the oil was
G 3 fwal-
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fwallowed, and the do&or fent for; but
before he arrived, the miferable patient
had .made fuch difcharges upwards and
downwards, that nothing remained to
give him farther offence ; and. this dou-
ble evacuation, was produced by imagi-
nation. alone ;. for what he had drank
was genuine wine of Bourdeaux, which
the lawyer had brought from: Scotland
for his own private ufe. ‘The clothier,
finding the joke turn out fo expenfive
and difagreeable, quitted the houfe next
morning, leaving the triumph to Mickle-
whimmen, ‘who  enjoyed it internally,
without any outward figns of exultation
—on. the contrary, he affected to pity
the young man for what he had fuffered;
and acquired freth credit from this thew
of moderation. :

It was about the middle of the night,
which fucceeded this adventure, that the
vent of the kitchen chimney being foul,
the foot took fire, and the alarm was
given ina dreadful manner—Every body
leaped ‘naked out of bed, and in a mi-
nute the whole houfe was filled with. cries
and confufion—There were two' ftairs in
the bou'e, and to thefe we naturally ran;
but they were both fo blocked up, by the
people prefling one upon another, that it
3 feem-
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feemed impoffible to pafs, without throi-
ing down and trampling upon the women.
In the midft of this anarchy, Mr, Mickle-
whimmen, with a leathern portmanteau
on his back, came running as nimble as
a buck along the paffage ; and Tabby,
in her under-petticoat, endeavouring to
look him under the arm, that fhe might
efcape through his protection, he very
fairly puthed her down, crying, ¢ Na, na,.
« gude faith, charity begins at .hame "
Without paying the leaft refpedt to the
fhrieks and intreatics of his female friends,
he charged through the midft of the
crowd, overturning every thing that op-
pofed him; and actually fought his way
to the bottom of the ftair-cale—By this

time Clinker had found a ladder, by which

he entered the window of my uncle’s
chamber, where ‘our family was aflem=
bled, and propofed that we thould make
our exit fucceffively by that conveyance.
The ’fquire” exhorted his fifter to begin
_ the defcent; but, before the could re-
folve, her woman, Mrs. Winifred ' Jen-
kins, in a tranfport of terror; thiew
herfelf out at the window upon the
ladder, while Humphry dropped upon
the ground, that he might receive
her ia her defcent This maiden
1 G 4 was
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was juft as fhe had flarted out of bed,
the moon thone very bright, and a frefh
breeze of wind blowing, none of Mrs.
Winifred’s beauties could poffibly efcape
the view of the fortunate Clinker, whofe
- heart was not able to withftand the united
faice of fo many charms; at leaft, I am
much miftaken, if he has not been her
bumble flave from that moment—He re-
ceived her in his arms, and, giving her
his coat to protec her from the weather,
afeended again with admirable dexte-

Tity. i
};it that inftant, the landlord of the
houfe called out with an audible voice,
that the fire was extinguithed, and the
ladies had nothing farther to fear: this
was a, welcome note to the audience, and
produced an immediate effe ; the fhrick-
ing ceafed, and a confufed found of cx-
poftulation enfued. I conduéted Mirs,
‘Tabitha and my fifter to their own cham-
ber, where Liddy fainted away ; but was
foon brought to herfelf. Then I went to
offer my. fervices to the other ladies, who
might want affiftance — They werc. all
' feudding through the paffage to their fe-
* veral apartments;; and.as the thoroughfair
was lighted. by, two lamps, I had a pret-
ty good obfervation of them in their rr;n-
1t 5
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fits but as moft of them were naked to
the fmock, and all their heads throwded
in huge night-caps, I could not diftingnith
one face from another, though: I recog-
nized fome of their voices—Thefe were
generally  plaintive ; fome  wept, {fome
fcolded, and fome prayed—TI lifted up:
one poor old gentlewoman, who had been
overturned and fore bruifed by a multi-
tude of feet; and this was alfo the cafe
with the lame parfon from Northumber-
fand, whom Micklewhimmen had in his
paflage overthrown, though not with im-
punity, for the cripple, in falling, gave
him fuch a good pelt on the head with'
his erutch, that the blood followed.

As for this lawyer, he waited below till
the hurly burly was over, and then flole
{oftly to his own chamber, from whence
he did, not venture to make a fecond fal~
1y till eleven in the forenoon, when he was
led into the Public Room by his own fer-
vant and another affiftant, groaning moft
woefully, with’ a bloody napkin round
his head. But things were greatly altered
—The felfith brutality of his behaviour
on, the ftairs had fteeled their hearts againft
all bis arts and addrels Not a foul of-
fered to accommodate him with a chair,
cufhion, or footftools {b that he was ob-

G ligedi
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liged to fit down on a hard wooden
bench—In that. pofition, he looked a-
round with a rueful afpedt, and, bowing
very low, faid in a whining tone, < Your
¢ moft humble fervant, ladxes.~Flre is
< a dreadful calamity—" < Fire pum
¢ fies pold, and it tries friendfhip,”
“Cried M. Tabitha, bridling. ¢ Ym
< madam, (replied Micklewhimmen) ;
< and it tricth diferetion alfo—” < [f
difcretion confifts in forfakmg a friend
in advsrﬁt), you are eminently poffefl-
ed of thatvirtue,” refumed our aunt—
¢« Na, madam (rejoined the advocatc),
¢ well T wor, I cannot claim any merit
¢ from the mode.of my retreat—Ye'il
¢ pleafe to obferve, ladies, thefe are twa
«¢ independent principles  that afuate
¢ our nature—One is inftinét, which we
¢ have in common with the brutc crea-
¢¢ tion, and the other is reafon—Noo, in
*¢ certain, preat emergencies, when the
¢ faculty of reafon is fufpended, inftiné
taks the ‘lead, and when this predo-
minates, having no affinity with rea-
fon, it pays no fort of regard to its
conneftions ; it only operates for the
prefervation of the individual, and that
by the moft expeditious and effeCtual
means ; therefore, beggmg your par-
< don,

3
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<« don, ladies, I’m no'accountable in foro
<, canjmmm, for what' ['did, while un-
¢ der the influence of this 1rreﬁﬂ1ble
“boder.”

Here my uncle interpofing, < Iﬂmuld
¢ be glad to know, (faid hc) whether it
¢« was inftin that prompted you to re-
¢ treat with bag and baggage; for, I
¢ think, you had a portmanteau on your
¢ fhoulder—" The lawyer anfwered,
without hefitation,. *¢ Gif I might tell my
¢ 'mind freely, without incuring the fuf~
¢ picion of' prefumption, ' I thould think
« it was fomething fuperior to cither rea-
¢ fon or inftiné which' fuggefted’ that
< meafure, and this on a twafald ‘ac-
coont: in ‘the firlk place, the port-
manteau contained the writings of a
worthy nobleman’s eftate; and their
being burnt would have oceafioned a
lofs that could not be repaired; fe-'
condly, my good angel feems to have
laid the portmantle on my thoulders, by
way of defence, to fuftainthe violence
of a moft inhuman blow, from the "
crutch of a reverend clergyman;
¢ which, even in fpite of that medium,
“ hath wounded me forely, even unto
« the pericranium.” ¢ By your own
¢ do&rine (cried the parfon, who chanced

G 6 <81ty
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¢ to be prefent), L am not accountable

for. the. blow, which was the cffe& of
inftin&t.” < I crave your pardon, re-
verend fir, (faid the other) inftinét ne-
«: ver adts:but for the prefervation of the
- individual';, but your prefervation: was
out of the cafe you had already re-
ceived. the damage, and therefore, the
blow muft be imputed to revenge,
which is.a.finful paffion, that ill be-
comes. any. Chriftian, efpecially a-pro-
teftant. divine; and let me tell you,
¢ moft reverend, doctor, gin: I had. a-
mind  to plea, the law would hauld
¢« mylibel relevant” ¢ Wihy, the da-
¢ mage is pretty, equal on both fides
¢ (eriedthe parfon) ; your head is broke,
¢ and.my, crutch is faapt in the middle
“.—Now, if you will repair the one, b

% will-be at, the. expence of curing the
Siothese’ss &

This fally raifed the laugh  againft
Micklewhimmen, . wiho began: to look
grave ;; when,  my, uncle, in order. to
change - the - difcourfe, obferved, that in-
{linct. had: been very kind to,him ip-an-
other refped ; for it had refiored to him
the ufe, of his limbs, which, in his exit,
he had moyed with furprifing agility.
He replied,  that)it was:the-nature-of, fear
i to
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to brace up the nerves; and mentioned
fome furprifing feats of firength and ac-
tivity. performed by. perfons under the
impulfe. of terror ;, but; he complained, -
that in his. own: particular,. the effects
had ceafed. when the caufe was taken
away—The ’{quire faid, he would.lay a
tea-drinking; on, his head, that he fhould
dance a Scotch. meafure,, without making
a-falfe flep 5 and. the advocate grinning,
called for the' piper—A fiddler. being at
hand, this original flarted, up, with his
hloody. napkin over. his. black ' tye-peri-
wig, and acquitted himfelf in fuch a man~
ner as- exerted; the. mirth. of the whole
company 3 but. he could not regain.the
goad-graces of Mrs. Tabby,. who didnot
undeiftand) the principle of inflint ; and
the lawyer did not think itworth his while
to.proceed to farther demonftration.
From Harrigate we came hither, by
the way of York, and here. we fhall tar-
ry-fome days,, as. my; uncle and Tabitha -
are; both  refolved to. make. ufe of the
waters. . Scarbarough,, though a. paltry
town,, is romantic from its fituation along
2.cliff that over-hangs the fea. The har-
bour is- formed by a-{mall elbow of land
that runs, out. as-a-natural.mole, | dire&ly
eppofite to the town;, and on that ﬁdehis
the

9
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the caftle, which ftands very high, of
confiderable extent, and, before the in-
vention of gun-powder, was counted im-
pregnable. © At the other end of Scar-
borough are two* public rooms for the
ufe of the company, who refort to this
place in the fummer, to'drink the waters
and bathe in the fea ; and the diverfions
are pretty much on the fame footing here
as-at Bath. The Spa is a little way be-
yond the town, on this fide, under a cliff]
within'a few paces of the fea; and thither
the drinkers go every morning'in'difha-
bille ; but the defcent is by a:great num-
ber of fteps, which invalids find very in:
convenient. Betwixt the well ‘and the
harbour, the bathing machines ‘are ran-
ged along the beach, with- all their pro-
per utenfils and attendants You have
never feen one of thefe machines—Image
to yourfelf a fmall, foug, wooden cham-
ber, fixed’upon ‘a wheel-carriage, having
a door-at each end; and on each ‘fide a
lirtle window above, a bench below—
The bather, afcending into this apart-
ment by wooden fteps, thuts himfelf in,
and begins: to undrefs, while the atten-
dant yokes a horfe to the end next the
fea, and draws the carriage forwards, till
the furface of the water is on a level with

. the
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the floor of the drefling room, then he
moves and fixes the horfe to the other
end—The perfon within, being ftripped,
opens the door to the {ea-ward, where he
finds the guide ready, and plunges head-
long ‘into  the water—— After having
bathed, he reafcends into the apart-
ment, by the fleps which had been thift-
ed for that purpofe, and puts on his
‘cloaths’ at' his leifure, while the carriage
is drawn back again upon the dry land;
fo that he has nothing farther to.do, but
to open the door, and come down as he
went up—=Should he be fo weak or ill as
to require a fervant to put off and on his
cloaths, there is room enough in the a-
partment: for half a dozen people. The
guides who attend the ladies in ‘the wa-
ter, arelof their own fex, and they and
the female bathers have a drefs of flan-
nel for the fea; nay, they are provided
with other conveniences for the fupport
of decorum. A certain number of the
machines are fitted with tilts, that proje@
from the fea-ward ends of them, fo as to
fereen’ the bathers from the view of all
perfons whatfoever—The beach is admir-
ably adapted for this practice, the defcent
being gently gradual, and the fand foft
as yelvet; but then the machines can be

ufed
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ufed only at a certain time of the tide,
which varies every day; fo that fome-
times the bathersare obliged to rife very
early in the-morning: For. my, part, 1
love fwimming as an exercife, and can
enjoy. it at all times of the tide, without
the formality of an. apparatus—You and
I have often plunged together into the
Ifis;; but the fea is a much more noble
bath, forhealth as well as. pleafure.  You
cannot conceive what a flow of fpirits it
gives, and how. it braces every finew of
the human frame.. Were I to enumerate
half the difeafes which are every. day: cured
by. fea-bathing, you might juftly fay you
had received a treatife, infleadiof a let~
let, from

Your affetionate friend,.
and fervant,

Scarborough,. July 1., Ji Mzrrorms

To
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I HAVE not found all the benefit I
expected at Scarborough, where I have
been thefe eight days—From Harrigate
we_came hither by the way of York,

where we flayed only ops day to vificthe

Caftle, theMinfter andtheA[rcmb}y-roonL
The firft, which was heretofore a fortefs,
is now converted to a prifon, and is:the
beft, in all refpeis, I ever faw at home
or abroad—TIt ftands in a high fituation,
extremely well ventilated ; and has a {pa-
cious area within the walls, for the health
and convenience of all the prifoners, ex-
cept thofe whom it is neceflary to fecure
in_clofe confinement: Even thefe laft
have all the comforts that the nature of
their fituation- can admit. Here the
affizes are held, in a range of. bmldmgs
erected for that purpofe.

As for the Minfter, I know not how to
diftinguifh it, except by its great fize: and
the height of its: fpire; f:om thofe.other

an-
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ancient churches in different parts of the
kingdom,’ which ufed to be called mo-
numents of Gorthic archite@ure ; but it is
now agreed, that this ftile is Saracen ra-
ther than Gothic ; and, I fuppofe, it was
firft imported into England from Spain,
great part of which was under the domi-
‘nion of the Moors. Thofe Bririfh archi-
te&s, who adopted this ftyle, don’t feem
to have confidered the propriety of their
adoption. The climate of the country,
poffefled by the Moors. or Saracens, both
i Affica and Spain, was fo exceedingly
hot and dry, that thofe who built places
of worthip for the multitude, employed
their talents in contriving edifices- that
thould be cool; and, for this purpofe,
nothing could ‘be  better adopted than
thofe buildings'; vaft, narrow, dark, and
lofty, impervious to the fun-beams, and
having little communication with the
fcorched external atmofphere ; but ever
affording a refrefhing coolnefs, like fub-
terranean cellars in the heats of fummer,
or natural caverns in' the bowels of huge
mountains.  But nothing could be more
prepofterous than to imitate fuch a mode
of architecture in a “country like Eng-
land, where the climate is cold, and the
air eternally- loaded with vapours; and

where,
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where, of confequence, the builder’s in-
tention fhould be to keep the people dry
and warm—~For my part, I never entered
the Abbey church at Bath but once, and
the¢ moment I fiept over the threfhold, I
found myfelf chilled to the very marrow
of my bones—When we confider, that
in our churches, in general, we breathe a
grofs ftagnated air, fureharged with
damps from vaults, tombs, and charnel-
houfes, may we not  term them fo many
magazines of rheums, created for the be-
nefit of the medical faculty ? and fafely
aver,  that more bodies are loft, than
fouls faved, by going to church, in the
winter efpecially; which may be faid to
engrofs - cight  months! in the 'year. I
fhould bel glad to. know, what offence it
would give to tender confciences, if the
boufe of God was made more comfort~
able, or lefs dangerous to the health of
valetudinarians; and whether it would
not be an encouragement to piety, as well -
as the falvation of many lives, if the
pldce of worfhip was well floored, wain-
{cotted, warmed, and ventilated; and its
area kept facred from the pollution of the
dead.  The pratice of  burying in
. churches was the effeét of ignorant fu-
perfiition, ‘influenced by knavith: priefts,

kL : wha
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who pretended that the devil could have
no power over the defuné, if he wasin-
terred-in holy ground; and this, indeed,
is the only reafon  that can be given for
confecrating all cemeteries, even: at this
day. 2

The external-appearance of an oldica-
thedral cannot be but difpleafing to. the
eye of every man, who has any idea of
propriety and proportion, even though he
may ‘be ignorant of archite@®ure ‘as' a
feience ; ‘and. the’ long" flender fpire: puts
&he in mind of i@ criminal-impaled; with
4 fharp ftake rifing " up: through his
thoulder—Thefe towers, or fleeples, were
likewife borrowed from the Mahometans ;
who, having' noi bells, ufed fuch: mina-
rets for the purpofe of calling the! people
to prayers—They may be of farther ufe,
however, for' making: obfervations- and
fignals; but I would vote for their be-
ing diftiné from the body of the church,
becaufe they ferve only to  make the pile
more barbarous, or Saracenical.

There is nothing of this Arabic archi-
te€ture in the Affembly Room, which
feems to me to have been built upon‘a de-
fign of Palladio, and might be converted

. into an elegant place of worfhip; but it

is indifferently contrived for' that fort of
bt ido-
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idolatry which is performed in it at pre-
fent : the grandeur of the fane givesa
diminutive effect to the little painted di-
vinities that are adored in ir, and the
company, on a ball-night, muft look like
an affembly of fantaftic fairies, revelling
by moon-light among the columns of a
Grecian temple,

Scarborough feems to be falling off, in
point of reputation All thefe places
(Batli excepted) have their vogue, and
then the fathion changes—I am perfuad-
ed, there are fifty fpaws in England as
efficacious and falutary as that of Scar-
borough, though they have not yet rifen
to fame; ‘and ' perhaps, never ‘will, un-
lefs fome medical encomiaft thould find
an intereft ‘in difplaying their virtues to
the public view. Be that as it may, re-
courfe will always be had 'to this place
for the convenience of fea-bathing, while
this practice prevails ; but it were to be
wifhed, they would make the beach more
acceffible to invalids.

[ have here met with my old acquain-
tance, ‘H t, whom you have often
heard me mention as one of the moft
original characters upon earth I firfk
knew him at Venice, and afterwards faw
him in different ‘parts of Italy, where he

was
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was well known by the nick-hame of Ca-

vallo Bianco, from his appearing always
-mounted on a pale horfe, like Death in

the Revelations.  You muft remember
the account I once gave you of a curious

difpute he had at Conftantinople, with a

couple of Turks, in defence of the Chri-

tian religion; a difpute from which he
acquired “the epithet of Demonftrator—

The truth is, H owns-no religion

but that of nature ; but, on this occafion,

he was flimulated to fhew his parts, for
the honour of his country—Some years
ago, being in the Campidoglio at Rome,
he made up to the buft of Jupiter, and,
bowing very low, exclaimed in the Italian
language, ¢ 1 hope, fir, if ever you get
< your head above water again, you will
¢ remember that I paid my refpeéts to
¢ you in your adverfity.”  This fally was
- reported to the cardinal Camerlengo, and
by him laid before pope Benedict XIV.
¢ who could ' not help laughing at the ex-
travagance of the addrefs, and faid to the
cardinal, ¢ Thofe Englith heretics think
<« they have a right to go to thie devil in
¢ their own way.” - -

Indeed H was the only Englith-
man I ever knew, who had ‘refolution
enough to live in his own way, in the

midft
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midft of foreigners; for neither in drefs,
diet, - cuftoms  or ‘converfation, did he
* deviate one tittle from the manner in
which he had been brought up.  About
twelve years ago, he began a Giro or cir-
cuit, which he thus performed—At Na-
ples, where he fixed his head-quarters,
he embarked for Marfeilles, from whence
_he travelled with a voiturin to Antibes—
There he took his paffage to Genoa and
Lerici; from which laft place he pro-
ceeded, by the way of Cambratina, to
Fifa and. Florence—After having halted
fome time in this-metropolis, he fet out
with a vetturino for Rome, where he re-
pofed himfelf a few weeks, and then con-
tinued his rout to Naples, in order to wait _
for the next opportunity of embarkation
—After having tivelve times defcribed
this circle, he lately flew off at a tangent
to vifit fome trees at his country-houie in
England, which he had planted above
twenty years ago, after the plan of the
double colonnade in the piazza of St.
Peter’s at” Rome He came hither to
Scarborough, to pay his refpeéts to his
noble fiiend and former pupil, the M—
of G——, and, forgetting that he is now
turned of feventy, facrificed fo liberally
to Bacchus, that next day he was feized
with

VVA.BHSC



144 Tue EXPEDITION or

a fit of the apoplexy, which has a little
impaired his memory ; but he retains all
the oddity of his chara&er in perfe&ion,
and is going back to Italy, by the way
of Geneva, that he may have a confe-
rence with his friend Voltaire, about giv-
ing the laft blow to the Chriftian fuper-
ttition—He intends to take fhipping herc
for Holland or Hamburgh; for it is a
matter of great indifference to him at
what part of the continent he' firft
lands.

When he was going abroad the laft
time, he took his paffage in a thip bound
for Leghorn, and his baggage was actu-
ally embarked. In going down the river,
by water, he was by miftake put on board
of another veflel under fail; and, upon
inquiry, underftood fhe was bound to
Petertburgh ¢ Peterfburgh,—Peterf-
¢ burgh—(faid he) I don’t care if I go
« along with you.” He forthwith ftruck
a bargain with the captain; bought a
couple of fthirts of the mate, and was
fafe conveyed to the court of Mufcovy,
from whence he travelled by land to re-
ceive his baggage at Leghorn He is
now more likely than ever to execute a
whim of the fame nature; and I will hold
any wager, that as he cannot be fuppofed

: to
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to live much longer, according to the
courfe of nature, his exit will be as odd
as his life has been extravagant #,

But to return from one humorift to
another;  you muft know I have received
benefit both from the chalybeate and the
fea, and would have ufed them longer,
had not a moft ridiculous adventure, by
making me the town-talk, obliged me to
leave the place; for I can’t bear the
thoughts of affording a fpeGacle to the
multitude Yefterday morning, at fix
o’clock, I went down to the bathing-
place, attended by my fervant Clinker,
who waited on the beach as ufual—The

® This gentleman crofled the fea to France, vifited
and conferred with Mr. de Voltaire at Fernay, re-
fumed his old circuit at Genoa, and died in 167,
st the houferof Yanini in Florence. Being taken with
A fuppreflion of urine, he refolved, in imitation of
Pomponius Atticus, to take himfelf off by abftinence 5
and this refolution ‘he executed like an ancient Ro..
man. He faw company to the lat, cracked his jokes,
converfed fiecly, and entertained his guelts with
mufic. On the third day of his falt, he found him-
felf entirely freed of his complaint; but refufed rak-
ing fultenance. He faid the moft difagreeable part of
the voyage was palt, and he fould be a curfed fool
indeed, to put about {hip, when he was juft entering
the harbour. Ia thefe fentimenrs he perfifled, withe
outany marks of affectation, and thus finithed his
courfe with fuch eafe and ferenity, as would have
done honour to the firmeft Stoic of antiquity.

Vou. IL H wind
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-wind blowing from the north,” and the
iweather being hazy, the water proved fo
chill, that when I rofe from my firlt
«plunge, I could not help fobbing and
bawling out, from the effets of the cold.
Clinker, who heard me cry, and faw mec
indiftinétly a good way without the guide,
buffeting the waves, took it for granted
I was drowning, and ruthing into the fea,
cloaths and all, overturned the guide in
his hurry to fave his mafter. I bad fwam
out a few ftrokes, when hearing a noife,
I turned about and faw Clinker, already
up to his neck, advancing towards me,
with all the wildnefs of terror in his a-
{pe@—Afraid he would get out of his
depth, I made hafte to meet him, when,
all of a fudden, he feized me by one car,
and dragged me, bellowing with pain,
upon the.dry beach, to the aftonithment
of all the people, men, women and cbil-
dren, there affembled.

1 was fo exafperated by the pain of my
car, and the difgrace of being expofed in
fuch an attitude, that, in the firft tran-
fport, I fruck him down; then, run-
ning back into the fea, took fhelter in the
machme, where my cloaths had been de-
pofited. I foon recollectcd myfelf fo far
as to do juftice to the poor fellow, who,
in great fimplicity of heart, had atted

from
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from motives of fidelity and affection—
‘Opening the doors of the machine, which
was immediately drawn on' fhore, 1 faw
him ftanding by the wheel, dropping like
a water-work, and trembling from head
to foot; partly from cold, and partly
from the dread of having offended his
mafter—I made my acknowledgments for
the blow he had received, affured him [
was not angry, and infifted upon his go-
. ing home immediately, to fhifc his
cloaths; a command which he could
hardly find in his heart to execute, fo
well difpofed was he to furnith the mob
with farther entertainment at' my ex-
pence. Clinker’s intention was 'laudable
wichout all doubt, but, neverthelefs, I
am a fufferer by his fimplicity—I have
bad a burning heat, and a firange  buz-
zing noife in that ear, ever fince it was o
roughly treated; - and I cannot walk the
fireet without beipg pointed at, as the
monfter that was  hauled naked athore
upon the beach—Well, T affirm that fol-
ly is often more provoking than knavery,
aye and more mifchivous roo; and whe-
ther a man had not better choofe a fenfi-
ble rogue, than an honeft fimpleton for
his fervant, is no matter of ‘doubt with

yours,

Scarborongh, July 4. Mart. BRAMBLE.
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ARt b b A e S R S

To Sit Warkin Puirvirs, Bart. of
Jefus college, Oxon.

DEAR WATT,

WE madea precipitate retreat from
Scarborough, owing to the exceffive de-
licacy of our ’fquire, who cannot bear the
thoughts of being preterenntium digito
monfiyatus.

‘One morning while he was bathing in
the fea, his man Clinker took it in his
head that his mafter was in danger of
drowning ; and, in this conceit, plung-
ing into the water, he lugged him out
naked on the beach, and almoft pulled
off his ear in the operation. You may
cuefs how this atchieYement was relifh-
ed by Mr. Bramble, who is impatient,
irafcible, and has the moft extravagant
ideas of decency and decorum in the
eeconomy of his own perfon—In the firft
ebullition of his choler, he knocked
Clinker down with his fift; but he after-
wards made him amends for this outrage,

and,
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and, in order to avoid the farther notice
of the people, among whom this incident
had made him remarkable, he refolved
to leave Scarborough next:day.

We fer out accordmgly ‘over  the
moors, by the way of Whitby, and be-
gan our journey betimes, ‘in hopes of
reaching Stockton that night; but in this
hope we were difappointed—In the after-
noon, croffing a deep gutter, made by a
torrent, the coach' was fo hard firained,
that one of the irons, which connect the
frame, fnapt, and the leather fling on the:
fame fide, cracked in the middle—The
fhock was fo great, that my fifter Liddy
firuck her head againft Mrs., Tabitha’s:
nofe with fuch violence that the blood
flowed ; and Win. Jenkins was darted’
‘through a fimall window, in that part of
the carriage next the horfes, where fhe
ftuck like a bawd in the pillory, till the
was releafed by the hand of Mr. Bram-
ble. We were eight miles diftant from
any place where we could be fupplied
with chaifes, and it was impoffible:to
proceed with the coach, until the da-
‘mage thould be repaired—In this dilem-
ma, we difcovered a black-fmith’s forge
on the edge of a fmall common, about
half a mile from thefcene of our difafter

H 3 and
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and thither the poftilions made fhift to
draw the carriage flowly, while the com-
pany walked a-foot; but we found the
blackfmith. had been. dead fome days ;
and his, wife, who had been lately deli-
vered; was deprived of her fenfes, under
the care of a nurfe, hired by the parifh.
We were exceedingly mortified at this
difappointment, which, however, was
furmounted by the help. of Humphry
Clinker, who is a furprifing compound
of genius and fimplicity. Finding the
tools of the defunct, rogether with fome
coals in the fmithy, he unfcrewed the
 damaged iron. in a twinkling, and,
kindling a fire; united the broken -pieces
with equal dexterity and difpatch—While
he was at work upon this operation, . the
Ppoor woman in the firaw, ftruck with the
well known found of the hammer and
anvil, flarted up, and, notwithftanding
all the nurfe’s efforts, came running into
the {mithy, where, throwing her arms a-
bout Clinker’s neck, . ¢¢ Ah, Jacob !
¢¢ (cried fhe) how could yon leave me in
¢¢ fuch a condition ?”

This incident was too pathetic to oc-
cafion mirth—— it brought tears into the
eyes of all prefent. The poor widow was
put to.bed again; and we did not leave

the
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the village -without doing fomething for
her benefit—Even Tabitha’s charity was
awakened on this occafion. As for the
tender-hearted Humphry Clinker, he
hammered the iron, and wept at the fame
time—DBut his ingenuity was not confined
to his own province of farrier and black-
fmith—it was neceffary to join the
leather. fling, which had been broke ; and
this fervice he likewife performed, by
means of a broken awl, which he new-
pointed and ground, a litle hemp,
which he fpun into lingels, and a few
tacks which he made for the purpofe—
Upon the whole, we were in-a condition
to proceed in little more than one hour ;
but even this delay obliged us to pafs the
night at Gifborough—Next day we crofi=
ed the Tees at Stockton, which isa neat
agreeable town ; and there we refolved to

dine, with purpofe to lic at Durham.
Whom fhould we meet in the yard,.
when we alighted,. but Martin the adven-
turer ? Having handed out the ladiesy
and conducted them into an apartment,
where  he paid his compliments to Mrs.
Tabby, with his: ufual addrefs, he beg-
ged leave to fpeak to -my uncle in another
room'; and there, in fome confufion, he
made an: apology for having taken the
H 4 liberty
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liberty to trouble him with a letter at
Stevenage. - He exprefled his hope, that
Mr. Bramble had beftowed fome confider.
ation .on his unhappy cafe, and repeat-
ed his defire of being taken into his fer-
vice,

My uncle, calling me into the room,
told him, that we were both very well in-
clined to refcue him from a way of life
that was equally dangerous and difho-
nourable; and. that he fhould have no
feruples in ‘trufting to his gratitude and
fidelity, if he had any employment for
him, which he thought would fuit his
qualifications and his circumftances ; but
© that all the departments he had men-
tioned in his letter were filled up by per-
fons of whofe conduct he had no reafon
to complain; of confequence he could
not, without injuftice, deprive any one
of them of his bread—Neverthelefs, he
declared himfelf ready to affit him in
any feafable proje@, either with his purfe
or credit.

Martin feemed deeply touched at this
declaration—The tear ftarted in his eye,
while he faid, in a faultering accent—
¢ Worthy fir—your. generofity opprefles
* me—I never dreamed of troubling you
¢ for any pecuniary aﬂiﬂancﬁ—i‘ndvs;:d I

have
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¢ have no occafion—I have been fo lucky
<« at billiards and betting in different
¢ places, at. Buxton, Harrigate, Scar-
¢ borough, and WNewecaftle races, that”
¢ my ftock in ready-money amounts to-
¢ three hundred pounds, which I would:
« willingly employ, in profecuting; fome
< honeft fcheme ofilife ;. but my friend, .
¢ juftice Buzzard, has fet: fo many
<« fprings for my life, thatI am under
¢ the neceffity of either retiring imme-
¢ diately to a remote part of the coun--
< try, where I can enjoy the protection
«¢.of fome generous-patron,. or of quit-
< ting the kingdom altogcther—Irt is
-« upon this--alternative that I now beg
¢ Jeave to afk your advice—1 have had.
<€ information of all your route, fince I
< had the honour to: fce you at Steven--
@ age;. and, fuppofing' you would come
¢ this way from Scarborough, I came
¢ hither laft night from Darlington, to

¢ pay you my refpects.”
¢ Tt would be no difficult’ matter to-
«¢‘provide you withy an- afylum in the
< country (replied my.uncle); but a life
¢ of indolence and obfcurity would not
< fuit with your a&ive and enterprizing
-«¢-difpofition—I would  thercfore advife
¢ yautotry.yous fortune in the Eaft Indies -
Eiin i
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“ —~I will give you a letter to a friend in
¢ London, who will recommend you to
¢ the diretion, fora commiffion in the
¢ company’s fervice, and if that cannot
“ be obtained, - you will at leat be re-
¢ ceived: as'a volunteer—in which cafe,
¢ you 'may pay for your paflage, and I
¢ thall undertake to procure: you  fuch
“¢ credentials, that you will not be long
% without'a commiffion.” ¥
Martin ‘embraced the propofal  with
great eagernefss it was therefore refoly-
ed, ‘that be fhould fell his horfe, and
take a paflage by fea for London, 10 ex-
ccute the projeét without delay—in the
mean time the accompanied us to Dur-
“ham, where we took up our quarters for
‘the night—Here, being furnithed with
letters from my uncle, he took his Jeave
of us with ftrong fymptoms of gratitude
and attachment, 4nd fet out for Sunder-
land, ‘in order to embark in the firft col-
lier bound for the river Thames, He
had not been gone ‘half an hour; when
we were joined by another character,
which promifed fomething extraordinary
c— A rall, meagre figure, 'anfwering,
with his horfe,  the ‘defcription: of Don
Quixote ‘mounted on Rozinante, ' ap-
peared in the twilight at the inn_door,
v while
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while my aunt and Liddy ftood at a win-
dow in the dining-room—He wore a coat,
the cloth of” which had once been fear-
let, trimmed with Brandenburgs, = now
-totally deprived of ‘their ‘metal, and he
had holfter-caps-and houfing of the.fame
ftuff and fame antiquity.  Perceiving la-
dies at the window above, he endeavour-
ed to difmount with the moft graceful air
he could affume; but the oftler neglect-
ing'to hold the ftirrup-when he wheeled
off his right foot; and fiood with his
whole weight on the other, the girth un-
fortunately gave way, the faddle turned,
down came the cavalier to the ground,
and his hat and periwig falling off; dif-
played a.head-picce, of various coulours,
patched and phiftered in a woeful condi-
tion—The ladies, - at the window above,
hricked with affright, on the fuppofition:
that the ftranger had veceived fome' not-
able damage in his fall; but the greateft
injury he<had fuftaiped arofe from the
difhonour of his defcent, aggravated by
the difgrace of expofing the condition of
his cranium; for certain plebeians: that
swere about the door, laughed aloud,: in
the belief that the captain had got either
-a fcald bead, or a broken head, both

‘equally opprobriovs.
: He He
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He forthwith leaped up in a fury, and
fnatching one of his piftols, threatened to
put the oftler to death, when another
iquall from the women checked his re-
fentment. He then bowed to the win-
dow, while he kiffed the butt-end of his
piftol, which he replaced ; adjufted his
wig in great confufion, and led his horfe
into the ftable—By this tinie I had come
to the door, and could not help gazing
at the ftrange figure that prefented itfelt
to my view—He would have meafured
above fix feet in height, had he ftood

.upright; but he frooped very much ; was

very narrow in the fhoulders, and very

‘thick in the calves of the legs, which

were cafed in black {patterdathes— As for

-his thighs, they were long and flender,

like thofe of a grafshopper; his face was,
at leaft half a yard in length, brown, and
thrivelled, with proje@ing cheek-bones,
little grey eyes, on the greenith hue, a
large hook-nofe, a pointed chin, a mouth
from .ear to ear, very ill furnifhed with
teeth, and a high * narrow fore-head,
well furrowed with wrinkles, His horfe
was exactly in the ftyle of its rider; a re-
furreétion of dry bones, which (as we af-
terwards learned) he valued exceeding-

ly
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ly, as the only prefent he had ever receiv-

ed in his life.
Haying feen this favourite fteed pro-
perly accommodated in the ftable, he
fent up his compliments to the ladies,
begging permiffion to thank them in per-
fon for the marks of coneern they had
thewn at his difafter ,in the court-yard—
As the ’fquire faid they could not de-
cently decline his vifit, he was fhewn up
flairs, and paid his refpecs in the Scotch
dialect, with much formality—¢ Lad-
¢ dies (faid he), perhaps ye may be fcan-
¢ daleezed at the appearance my heed
¢¢ made, when it was uncovered by acci-
“dent; but I can aflure you, the con-
¢ dition you faw it in, is neither the ef-
“ fects of difeafe nor of drunkennefs;
- but an honeft fcar, reccived in the fer-
¢ vice of my country.” He then gave
us to underftand, that having been
wounded at Ticonderoga, in America, a
- party of Indians rifled him, fealped him,
broke his fkull with the blow of # toma-
hawk, and left him for dead in the field
of battle; but that being  afterwards
found with figns of life, he had been
cured in the French hofpital, though the
- lofs of fubftance could not be repaired;hfo
that
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that the fcull was left naked in feveral’
Pplaces, and thefe he covered with patches,
There is no hold by which an Englith-
man is fooner taken than that of com-
paffion—We were immediately interefted
in bekalf of this veteran—Even Tabby’s
heart was ‘melted; but our pity was
warmed with indignation, when we learn-
ed, that in the courfe of two fanguinary
wars, he had been wounded, maimed,
mutilated, taken, and enflaved, without
ever having attained a higher ‘rank than
that of lieutenant My uncle’s eyes
gleamed, and. his nether lip quivered,
while he exclaimed, ¢ I vow to God, fir,
¢¢ your cafe is a reproach to the fervice
¢ —The injuftice you have met with is
¢“fo. flagrant——" <« I muft crave
¢ your pardon, fir (cried the other, in-
¢ terrupting him), 1 complain of no in-
¢¢ juftice—I purchafed anenfigncy thirty
¢¢ years ago; and, in the courfe of fer-
¢¢ vice, rofe to be a licuteuant, accord-
“ing to my feniority—" ¢ But in fuch
¢ a length of time (refumed the ’[quire),
¢ you muft have feen a great many
¢ young officers put over your head—"
¢¢ Neverthelefs (faid he), I have no caufe
¢¢ to murmur—They bought their pre-
& ferment with their money—I had no
#¢ money
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¢ money to catry to market— that was
¢ my misfortune;, but no body was to
¢ blame—" ¢ What! no friend to ad-
¢ vance a fum of money?” (faid Mr.
Bramble) - ¢ Perhaps, I might have bor-
“ rowed money for the purchafe of a
¢ company (anfwered the other); but
¢ that loan muft have been refunded;
¢ and I did not chufe to incumber my-
¢ felf with a debt of a thoufand pounds,
¢ to be payed from an income of ten
£ fhillings a-day.” ¢ So you have fpent
< the beft part of your life (cried Mr.
¢ Bramble), your youth, your blood, and
€ your conftitution, amidft the dangers,
¢ the difficulties, the horrors, and hard-
¢ thips of war, for the confideration of
¢ three or four thillings a-day—a confi-
¢ deration—" ¢ Sir (replied the Scot,
¢ with great warmth), you are the man
¢ that does me injuftice, if you fay or
¢ think I have been altuated by any
¢ fuch paltry confideration—1 am a
‘¢ gentleman ; and entered the fervice as
¢ other gentlemen do, with fuch hopes
¢ and fentiments as bonourable ambition
¢ infpires—If I have not been lucky in
¢ the lottery of life, fo neither do I think
¢ myfelf unfortunate —I owe no man a

8 ¢ farth=
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¢ farthing; T can always command’ a
¢¢ clean thirt, a mutton-chop, and a trufs
 of ftraw; and when I die, Ihall leave
< effects fufficient to defray the expence
“ of my burial.” {

_ My uncle affured him, he had' no in-
tention to give him the Icaft offence, by
the obfervations he had made; but, on
" the contrary, fpoke from a fentiment of
fiiendly regard to his intereft— The licu-
tenant thanked him with a ftiffnefs of ci-
vility, which nettled our old gentleman,
who perceived ‘that his moderation was
all affeced; for, whatfoever his tongue
might declare, his whole appearance deé-
noted diffatisfaction—In fhort, without
pretending to judge of his military merit,
I think T may affirm, that this Caledoni-
‘an is a felf-conceited pedant, aukward,
rude, and difputacious—He has had the
benefit of a fchool-education, feems to
have read a good number of books, his.
memory is tenacious, and‘ he pretends
to fpeak feveral different’ languages; but
he is fo addicted to wrangling, that he
will cavil at the cleareft truths, and, in
the pride of argumentation, attempt to

reconcile contradiétions — Whether his
addrefs and qualifications arc really of
: that
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that ftamp, which is agreeable to thetafte

of our aunt, Mrs. Tabitha, or that inde-
fatigable maiden is determined to fhoot

at every fort of game, certain it is fhe

has begun to praétifc upon the heart of

the lieutenant, who favoured us with his

company to fupper.

1 have many other things to fay of this
man of war, which I fhall communicate
in a poft or two ; mean while, it is but
reafonable that you fhould be indulged
with fome refpite from thofe weary lu-
cubrations of }

yours,

Ncwcaﬂlj \ifaon Tyne, J. MeLrorDa

uly 10s
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To Sit Warkmw Parrrtes, Bart. of
_ Jefus college, Oxon,

DEAR PHILLIPS,

IN my Iaft I treated you with a_high
Alavoured difh, in the characer of the
Scotch lieutenant, and I muft prefent him
once more for your entertainment, It
was our fortune to feed upon him the |
beft part of three days; and I do not
doubt that he will ftare again in our way
before we fhall have finithed qur nor-
thern excurfion, The day after our
meeting with him at Durham proved fo
tempefluous that we did not choofe te
proceed on our Journey ;' and my uncle
perfuaded him to ftay till the weather
thould clear up, giving him; at the fame
time, a general invitation to our mefs,
The man has certainly gathered a whole
budget of fhrewd obfervations, but he
brings them forth in fuch an ungracious
manner as would be extremely difgufling,,
if it was not marked by that charac-

teriftic
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teriftic oddity which never fails to at-
tract the attention.—FHe and Mr. Bram-
ble difcourfed, and even difputed, on dif-
ferent - fubjects in war, policy, the belles
lettres, law, and metaphyfics; and fome-
times they were warmed into fuch alter-
cation as feemed to threaten an abrupt
diffolution of their fociety ; but. Mp.
Bramble fet a guard over his own irrafci-
bility, the more vigilantly as the officer
was his gueft ; and when, in fpite of all
his cfforts, he began to wax warm, the
.other prudently cooled iin the fame pro-
portion, = i ]
Mrs, Tabitha chancing to accoft her
brother by the familiar diminutive of
Matt, ¢ Pray, fir (faid the licutenant),
¢ is your name Matthias?” - You muft
‘know, it is one of our uncle’s foibles to
be afthamed of his name Matthew, be-
caufe it is puritanical ; and this queftion
chagrined him fo much, that he anfwered,
¢ No, by G—d!” in a very abrupt
tone of difpleafure.—The Scot took um-
brage at the manaér of his reply, .and
briftling up, < If I had known (faid he)
# that you did not care to tell yourname,
< T fhould not have afked the queftion —
¢ The leddy called you Matt, and I na-
¢ turally thought it was Matthias :——
. 3 ¢ per~
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‘“ perhaps it may be Methufelah, or
¢ Metrodorus, or Metellus, or Mathu-
“ rinus, or Malthinnus, or Matamoros,
“or—" No (cried my - uncle
““ laughing), it is-neither of thofe, cap-
¢ tain s—my name is Matthew Bramble,
““ at your fervice,—The truth is, I have a
¢ foolifh pique at the name of Matthew,
¢ becaufe it favours of thofe canting
‘¢ hypocrites, who, in Cromwell’s time,,
¢ chriftened all their children by names
¢ taken from the fcripture.” HA
“« foolifh pique indeed (cried Mrs. Tab-
¢ by), and even finful, to fall out with
 your name, becaufe it is taken from
* ¢ holy writ,—1I would have you to know,
¢ youwas called after great-uncle Matthew
“ap Madoc ap Meredith, efquire, of
< Llanwyfthin, in Montgomerythire, ju-
¢ fice of the quorum; and erufty rutil-
““orum, a gentleman of great worth and
¢ property, defcended: in a firait line, by
¢ the female fide, from Llewellyn, prince
¢ of Wales.”

This genealogical anecdote: feemed to
make fome impreffion vpon the North-
Briton, who bowed very low to the de-
feendants of Llewellyn, ‘and obferved that
be himfelf had the honour of a feriptural
nomination,  The lady exprefling a de-
. fire
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fire of knowing his addrefs, 'he faid, he
defigned  himfelf -Lieutenant Obadiak
Lifmahago; and, in order to affit her
memory, he prefented her with a flip of
paper, inferibed with thefe three words,
which fhe repeated with great emphafis,
declaring it was one of the moft noble
and fonorous names fhe had ever heard.
He obferved, that Obadiah was an adven-
titious ~ appellation, derived from his
great-grandfather, who had been one of
the original covenanters; but Lifmahago
was the family furname, taken from a'
place in Scotland fo called. He likewife
dropped fome hints about the antiquity
of his pedigree, adding, with 2 fmile, of
{elf-denial, Sed gemus et proavos, ef que
now fecimus ipfi, vix ea #ofira wvoco, which
quotation he explained in deference to the
ladies; and Mgs. Tabitha did not fail to -
compliment him on his modefty, in wav-
ing the merit of his anceftry, adding,
that it was the lefs neceflary to him as he
had fuch a confiderable fund of his own.
She now began to glew herfelf to his fa-
vour with the groffeft adulation.—She
expatiated upon the antiquity and virtues
of the Scottifh nation, upon their valour,
probity, learning, and politenefs,—She
even defcended to encomiums on his own

per-
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perfonal addrefs, his gallantry, good fenfe,
and erudition.—She appealed to her bro-
ther, whether the captain was not the
very image of our coufin, governor Grif-
fith.—She difcovered a furprifing cager-
nefs to know the particulars of his life,
and afked a thoufand queftions concern-
ing his atchievements in war; all which
Mer. Lifmahago anfwered' with a fort of
jefuitical referve, affecting a reluctance to
fatisfy her curiofity on a fubjeét that con-
cerned his own exploits.

By dint of her interrogations, however,
we learped, that he and enfign Murphy
had made their efcape from the French
hofpital at Montreal, and taken to the
woods, in hope of reaching fome Englifh
fettlement; but miftaking their route,
they fell in with a party of Miamis, who
carried them away in captivity, The in-
tention of thefe Indians was to give ‘one
of them as an adopted fon to a venerable
fachem, who bad loft his own in the
courfe of the war, and to facrifice the
other according to the cuftom of the
country.  Murphy, as being the younger
and handfomer of the two, was defigned
to fill the ‘place of the deceafed, not only
as the fon' of the fachem, but as the
fpoufe of a beautiful fquaw, to whom his

pre-
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predecefior had been betrothed; but in
pafing through the different whigwhams
or villages of the Miamis, poor Murphy
was fo mangled by the women and chil-
dren, who have the privilege of torturing
all prifoners in their paffage, that, by the
time they arrived at the place of the fa-
chem’s refidence, he was rendered altoge-

. ther unfit for the purpofes of marriage :
it was determined, therefore, it theaflem-
bly of the warriors, that enfign . Murphy
fhould be brought to the ftake, and that
the lady fhould be given to - lieutenant
Lifmabago, who had likewife received
his fhare of torments, though they had
not produced emafculation. —A joint of
one finger had been cuf, or rather fawed
off with a rufty knife; one of his great
toes was crufhed into a mafh betwixt two
ftones ; fome of his teeth were drawn,
or dug out with a crooked nail 5 fplinter-
ed reeds had been thruft up his vofirils
and other tender parts; and the calves of
his legs had been blown up with mines
of gunpowder dug in the fleth with the
fharp point of the tomahawk.

The. Indians themfelves allowed that
Murphy died with great heroifm, finging,
as his death fong, the drimmendoo, in
concert with Mr, Lifmahago, who was

pre-
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prefent at the folemnity.  After the war-
riors and matrons had made a hearty
meal upon the mufcular flefh which they
pared from the vi&tim, and had applied a
great variety of tortures, which he bore
without flinching, an old lady, with a
tharp knife, fcooped out one of his eyes,
and put a burning coal in the focket,
The pain of this operation was fo exqui-
fite that he could not help bellowing,
upon which the audience raifed a thout of
exultation, and one of the warriors fteal-
ing behind him, gave him the coup de
grace with a hatchet.

Lifmahago’s bride, the {quaw Squin-
kinacoofta, diftinguithed herfelf on this
occafion. She fhewed a great fupe-
riority of genius in the tortures which
fhe contrived and executed with her own
hands.—She vied with the ftoutct war-
rior in eating the fleth of the facrifice ;
and after all the other females were fud-
dled with dram-drinking, fhe was not fo
intoxicated but that the was able to play
the game of the platter with the conjur-
ing fachem, and afterwards go through
the ceremony of her own wedding, which
was confummated that fame evening.
The captain had lived very happily
with this accomplifhed fquaw for two

- years,
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years, during which fhe bore him a 'fon,
who is now the reprefentative of his nmio-
ther’s tribe; but, at length, to his un-
fpeakable grief, ‘fhe died of a fever,
~occafioned by eating too much' raw ' bear,
which they had killed in a hanting cx
curfion.

By this tlme, Mr. Lifinahago was
eleéted’ fachem, acknowleged firflt war-
tior of the Badger tribe, and dignified
with the name or epithet of Occacanaltao-
‘garora, which' fignifies nimble as a weafel 5
but all thefe advantages and henours he
was obliged to refign, in-confequence of
being cxchanged for the orator of the
community, who had been taken prifoner
by the Indians that were in alliance with
the Englifh. © At the peace, he had fold
out upon -half-pay,. and was returned to
Britain, with a view to pals the reft of
his life in his own country, where he
hoped to find fome retreat where his {len-
der finances would afford him a decent
fubfitence.  Such are the out-lines of
Mr. Lifmahago’s hiﬁory to which Ta-
bitha did /vnoz_z/h incline her ear ;=—indeed,
the feemed to'be taken with the fame
charms' that captivated the heart of
Defdemona, who loved the Moor for the
dangers be bad pafh,

Wioi,. IT. ! The
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The defeription of poor Murphy’s fuf-
ferings, which threw my fifter Liddy into
a fwoon, extratted fome fighs from the
breaft of Mrs, Tabby: when fhe under-
ftood he had been rendered unfit for mar-
riage, the began to {pit, and cjaculated,
¢¢ Jefus what cruel barbarians!” and the
made wry faces at the lady’s: nuptial re-
paft; but the was eagerly curious to
know the particulars of her marriage-
drefs ;  whether fhe wore high-breaft-
ed flays or boddice, a robe of filk or
velvet, and laces of Mechlin or minio-
nette—the fuppofed, as they were con-
ne&ed with the French, fhe ufed rouge,
and had her hair drefled in the Parifian
fathion. 'The captain would have de-
clined giving a categorical explanation of
all thefe particulars, obferving, in gene-
ral, that the Indians were too tenacious
of their own cuftoms to adopt the modes
of any nation whatfoever: he faid,
moreover, that neither the fimplicity of
their manners, nor the commerce of their
country, would admit of thofe articles of
Iuxury which are deemed magnificence in
Europe; and that they were too virtuous
and fenfible to encourage the introduction
of any fafhion which mighthelp to render
them corrupt and cffemivate.

Thele
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Thefe obfervations ferved only to in-
flame her defire of knowing the particu-
lars about which fhe had enquired; and,
with all his evafion, he could not help .
difcovering the following circum{tances-—=
that his princefls had neither fhoes, ftock-
"ings, fhift, nor any kind of linen—that
her bridal drefs confifted of ‘a petticoat of
red bays, and a fringed blanket, faftened
about her fhoulders with a copper fkewer ;
but of ornaments fhe had great plenty.—
Her hair was curiquily ‘plaited, and inter-
woven with bobbins of human bone—one -
eyelid was painted green,” and the other
yellow ; the cheeks were blue, the lips
white, the teeth red, and there ‘was a
‘black lift drawn down the middle of the
forghead, as far as the tip of the nofe—a .
couple of gaudy parrot’s feathers were
ftuck through the divifion of the noftrils
—there was a blue ftone fet in the chin—
her ear-rings confifted of two pieces of
hickery, of the fizc and fhape of drum-
fticks—her arms and legs were adorned
with bracelets of ‘wampum—her breaft
glittered with numerous ftrings of glafs
beads—ifhe wore a curious pouch, or
pocket, of woven grafs elegantly painted,
with various colours—about her neck was
hung the freth fcalp of a Mohawk war-

il

rior,
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rior, whom her deceafed lover had lately
Alain in battle—and, finally, fhe was
anointed from head to foot with bear’s
greafe, which fent forth a moft agrecable
odour,

One would imagine that thefe para-
pharnalia would not have been much ad-
mired by .a modern fine lady;  but Mrs.
Tabitha was refolved to approve of - all

“the captain’s connexionsi—=She wifhed,
indeed, the fquaw: had been better pro-
vided with licen; but fhe owned there
was much tafle and fancy in her orna-
ments; fhe made no doubt,, therefore,
that madam Squinkinacoofta was a young
lady of good fenfe and rare accomplifh-
ments, and a good chriftian at bottom.
Then the afked whether his confort had
been bigh-church; or low-church, prefby-
terian or anabaptift, or had been favour-
ed with any glimmering of the new light
of the gofpel?  When he confefled that
fhe and her whole natien were utter
itrangers to the chriftian faith, fhe gazed

“at him with figns of aftonifhment, and
Humphiy Clinker, who chanced to be in
the roam, uttered a hollow groan.

After fome paufe, * In the name of
¢ God, captain Lifmahago (cried the),
¢ what religion do they profefs ?” « As
; 4 . “to
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¢ to religion, madam = (anfwered the
# lieutenant), it is among thofe Indians a
¢ matter of great fimplicity—they never
“ heard of any Alliance between Church and
% State.—They, in general, worfhip two
¢ contending principles; one the Foun-
¢ tain of all Good, the other the fource
“of evil.—The common people there,
¢ as in other countries, run into the ab-
« fardities ,of fuperftition ; but fenfible
“ mén pay adoration to a Supreme Being,
¢ who created and fuftains the univerfe.”
“O! what pity (exclaimed the pious
« Tabby), that fome holy man has not
¢ been infpired to go and convert thefc
¢ poor heathens !”

‘The licutenant told her, that while he
refided among them, two. French miffio-
naries arnved, in order to convert them
to the catholic religion ; 'but when they
talked of myfteries and revelations, which
they could neither explain nor authenti-
cate, and called in the evidence of mira-
cles which they believed upon hearfay ;
when they taught, that the Supreme
Creator of Heaven and Earth had allow-
ed his only Son, his own equal in power
and glory to enter the bowels of a wo-
man, to be born ‘as a human creature,
to be infulted, flagellated, and even exe-

i3 ] cuted
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cuted as a malefador; when they pre-

* tended to create God himfelf, to fwallow,

digeft, revive, and multiply him ad infi-
nitum, by the help of a little flour and
water, the Indians were thocked at the
impiety of their prefumption.~—They were
examined by the affembly of the fachems,
who defired them. to prove the divinity
of their miffion by fome miracle.—They
anfwered that it was not in their power.
——< If you really were {ent by Heaven
“for our converfion (faid one of the
¢ fachems), you would certainly have
« fome fupernatural-endowments, at leaft
‘¢ you would have the gift of tongues, in
“ order to explain your doftrine to the
¢¢ different nations among which you are

- ““employed; but you are fo ignorant of

““ our language, that you cannot exprefs
¢ yourfelves even on the moft trifling
“ fubjects,”

In a word, the affembly were convinced
«of their being cheats, and even fufpe@ed
them of being fpies :—they ordered them
abag of Indian corn a-piece, and ap-
pointed a guide to conduct them to the
frontiers; but the miffionaries having
more zeal than difcretion, refufed to quit
the vineyard.—They perfifted in faying
mafs, in preaching, baptizing, and fquab-

bling
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bling with the conjurers, or priefts of the
country, till they had thrown the whole
community into confufion.—Then the
affembly proceeded to try them as im-
pious impoftors, who reprefented the Al-
mighty as a trifling, weak, capricious be-
‘ing, and pretended to make, unmake,
and reproduce him at pleafure : they
were, therefore, convicted of blafphemy
and fedition, and condemned to the ftake,
where they died finging Salve regina, ina
rapture of joy, for the crown of martyr-
dori which they had thus obtained.

In the courfe of this converfation, lieu-
tenant Lifmahago dropt fome hints by
which it appeared he himfelf was a free-
thinker. Our aunt feemed to be ftartled
at certain farcafms he threw out againtt
the treed of 8t. Athanafits.—FHe dwele
muych upon the words reafon, philofophys
and contradiction in terms—he bid defiance
to the eterhity of hell-fire;. and even
threw fuch fquibs at the immortality of
the foul, as finged a little the whifkers of
Mrs. Tabitha’s faith; for, by this time,
fhe began to look upon Lifmahago as a
prodigy of learing and fagacity.—In
fhort, he could be no longer infenfible to
the advances the made towards his affec-
tion ; and although there was fomething

I4 re-
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repulfive in his nature, he overcame-it fo
far as to make fome return to her civilities,.
~—Perbaps, he thought it would be no bad
fcheme, in a fuperannuated lieutenant
on half-pay, to effe& a conjunétion with
an old maid, .who, in all probability, had
fortune enough to keep  him eafy and
comfortable in the fag-end of his days.—
An ogling correfpondence forthwith com-
menced between this amiable pair of ori-
ginals.—He began to fweeten the natural,

“acidity of his difcourfe with the treacle of

compliment and commendation.——He
fromtime to time offered her fouff, of
which he himfelf took great quantities,,
and even made her:a prefent of a purfe of
fifk grafs, woven by the hands of the
amiable Squinkinacoofta, who- had ufed
it as a thot-pouch in her hunting-expedi-
tions.

From Doncafter northwards, all the
windows of all the inns.are ferawled with
doggrel rhimes, in abufe of the Scotch
nation; and what furprifld me very
much, Idid not perceive one line written
in the way of recrimination—Curious to
hear what Lifmahago would fay on this
fubje&, I pointed out to him a very fcur-
rilous epigram againft his countrymen,
which was cngraved on one of the win-
: dows
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dows of the parlour where we fat.—He
read it with the moft ftarched compofure ;
and when I afked his opinion of the poe-
try, ¢ Itis vara terfe and vara poignant;
«(faid he) but with the help of a wat
« difh-clout, it might be réndered more
< clear and parfpicuous.—I marvel much
. % that fome modern wit has not publifh-
«ed a colle€tion of thefe eflays under
« the title of the Glazier’s Trinmph over
¢ Sawwney the Scot I'm perfuaded it
« would be a vara agreeable offering to
<« the patriots of London and Weftmin-
¢ fter.”” When I exprefled fome fur-
prize that the natives of Scotland, who
travel this way,  had not broke all the
windows upon the road, ¢ With fubmif~
< fion (replied the licutenant), that were
¢ but fhallow policy—it would only ferve
¢« to make the fative more cutting and
¢« fevere; and, I think, itis much better
¢ to Jet it ftand in the window, than-have
¢ it prefented in the reckoning.”

My uncle’s jaws began to quiver with
indignation. He {aid, the fcribblers
of fuch infamous fiuff deferved to be
feourged at the cart’s tail for difgracing
their country with fuch monuments of
malice and ftupidity.—¢¢ Thefe vermin:
& (faid he) do not confider that they are!

Lis ¢ af-
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<« affording their fellow-fubjects, whom
¢ they abufe, continual matter of felf
¢¢ gratulation as well as the means of ex-
€€ ecuting the moft manly vengeance that
¢¢ can be taken for fuch low, illiberal at-
¢ tacks. For my part, I admire the
<¢ philofophic forbearance of the Scots,
< as much as I defpife the infolence of
¢¢ thofe wretched libellers, which is akin
¢ to the arrogance of the village cock,
« who never crows but upon his own
¢ dunghill.” The captain, with an af-
fectation of candour, obferved, thatmen
of illiberal minds were produced in every
foil ; that in fuppofing thofe were the
{entiments of the Englith in gencral, he
thould pay too great a compliment to his
own country, which was not of confe-
quence enough to attrac the envy of fuch
a flourithing and powerful people.

Mis. Tabby broke forth again in praife
of his moderation, and declared that
Scotland was the foil which produced eve-
ry virtue under heaven.—When Lifma-
hago took his leave for the night, fhe afk-
ed her brother if the captain was not the
prettieft gentleman he had ever feen ; and
whether there was not fomething wonder-
fully engaging in his afpeét >—Mr, Bram-
ble having eyed her fome time in filence,

¢ Sifter
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¢ Sifter (faid he), the lieutenant is, for
¢ gught I know, an honeft man, and a
% oood officer—he has a confiderable
< thare of undetftanding, and a title to
% more encotragement than he feenis to
¢ have met with in life; but I cannot,
¢« with a fafe confcience, affirm, that he
“is the prettieft gentleman I ever faw ;
¢ neither can I difcern any engaging
¢ charm in his countenance, which, I
¢ yow to God, is, on the contrary, very
¢ hard-favoured and forbidding.” {
I have endeavoured to ingratiate my=

felf with this North-Briton, who is really
a curiofity ; but he has been very fhy of
my converfation ever fince I laughed at
bis afferting that the Englith tongue was
fpoke with more propriety at -Edinburgh
than at London. " Looking at me with a°
double fqueeze of fouring in his afpect,
« If theold definition be true (faid he)!
< that rifibility is the diftinguithing cha-
¢ radteriftic of a rational creature, the
« Englifh are the moft diftinguithed for
« rationality of any people I ever knew.”
I owred, that the Englith were eafily
firuck with any thing that appeared ludi-
crous, and apt to laugh accordingly ; but
it did not follow, that, becaufe they were

more given to laughter, they had more
{4 lgﬁ i
Ta-
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tationality than their neighbours: I faid,
fuch an inference would be an injury- to
the Scots, who were by no means defec-
tive in rationality, though generally fup-
pofed little fubje& to the impreflions of

humour. g
The captain anfiwered, that this fuppo-
fition muft have been deduced ecither from
their converfation or their compofititions,
of which the Englifh could not poffibly
judge with precifion, as they did not un-
“derftand-the dialect ufed by the Scots in
common difcourfe, as well as in their
works of humour. When I defired to
know what thofe works of humour were,
he mentioned a confiderable number of
pieces, which he infifted were equal in
point of humour to any thing extant in
any language dead or living. He, in
particular, recommended a colletion | of,
detached poems, in two fmall volumes,
intituled, The Ever-green, and the works
of Allan Ramfay, which I intend to pro-
vide myfelf with at Edinburgh.—He ob-
ferved, that a North-Briton is feen to a
difadvantage in an Evglifh company, be-
caufe he fpeaks in a dialet that they can’c
relith, and io a phrafeology which they
don’t underftand.—He therefore finds
himfelf ynder a refiraint, which is a great
. enemy
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enemy to wit and humour.—Thefe are
faculties which never appear in full luftre,
but when the mind is perfecily at eafc,
and, as an exellent writer fays, enjoys

her elbaw—: 0011
He proceeded to explain his affertion
that the hnghfh language was fpoken with
greater propriety at Ldmburgh -than in
London.—He faid what we generally
called the Scottith diale¢t was, in fact,
true genuine old Englith, with a mixture
of fome French terms and idioms, adopt-
ed in a long intercourfe betwixt® the
French and Scotch nations ; that the mo-
dern Englith, from affe@ation and falfe
refinement, had weakened, and even cor-
rupted their language, by throwing out
the guttural founds, altermg the pronun-
ciation and the quantity, and’ difufing
many words and terms of great fignifi-
cance. In confequence of thefe innova-
tions, the works of our beft poets, fuch as
Chaucer, Spencer, and even Shake(peare,
were bccome, in many parts, umntellxgn-
ble to the natives of South-Britain, where-
as the Scots, who retain the antient lan-
guage, underftand them without the help
of a gloflary. ¢ TFor inftance (faid he),
¢ how have your commentators been
¢¢ puzzled by the followmg expreflion in
ssitie
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“¢ the Tempeft—He's gentle, and not fearful;
¢ asif it was a paralogifm to fay, that
¢ being gentle, he muft of courfe be cox-
‘rageons : but the'truth'is, one of the
¢ original meanings, if not the fole mean-
¢ ing, of that word was, #obl, high-
 minded; and to this day, a Scotch wo-
¢ man, in the fituation of the young lady
“in the Tempefr, would exprefs herfelf
¢ nearly in the fame terms—Don’t pro-
¢ voke him; for being gentle, that is,
‘¢ bigh [pirited, he won’t tamely bear an

““infult. Spenfer, in the very firft ftanza

¢ of his Fairy Queen, fays,
¢ A gentle knight was pricking on the plain ;*

¢ which knight, far from being fame and
¢ fearful, was fo ftout that

¢¢ Nothing did he dread, but ever was ydrad.”

To prove that we had impaired the
energy of our language by falfe refine-
ment, he mentioned the following words,
which, though widely differént in fignifi-
cation, are pronounced exaétly in the
fame manner—awright, write, right, rife;
but among the Scots, thefe words are as
different in pronunciation, as they are in
meaning and orthography ; and this is the
cafe with many others which he mention-

ed
3
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ed by way of illuftration,.———He, more-
over, took notice, that we had (for what
reafon he could never learn) altered the
found of our vowels from that which is
retained by all the nations in Europe 5 an
alteration which rendered the language
extremely difficult to foreigners, and
made it almoft impradticable to Ilay
down general rules for orthography and
pronunciation, Befides, the vowels were,
no longer fimple founds in the mouth of
an Englifhman, who pronounced both £
and # as diphthongs, Finally, he affirm-
ed, that we mumbled our fpeech with our
lips and teeth, and ran the words toge-
ther without paufe or diftinétion, in fuch
a manner, that a foreigner, though he
underftood Englith tolerably well, was
often obliged to have recourfe to a Scotch-
man to explain what a native of England
had faid in his own language.

The truth of this remark was confirmed
by Mr. Bramble from his own expe-
rience ; but he accounted for it on another
principle.—He faid, the fame obferva-
tion would hold in all languages; thata
Swifs talking French was morc eafily un-
derftood than a Parifian, by a foreigner .
who had not made himfelf mafter of the
language ; becaufe every language had

its
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its peculiar recitative, and it would always
require more pains, attention, and practice,
to acquire both the words and the mufic,
than to Tearn the words only 5 and yet no
body would deny, that the one was im-
perfet without the other: he therefore
apprehended, that the Scotchman and the
Swifs were better underftood by learners,
becaufe they fpoke the words only, with-
out the mufic, which they could not re-
hearfe, One would imagine this check
might have damped the North-Briton ;
but it ferved only to agitate his humour
for difputation, He faid, if every
nation had its own recitative or mufic,
the Scots had theirs, and the Scotchman
who had not yet acquired the cadence of
the Englith, would naturally ufe his own
in fpeaking their language ; thercfore, if
he was better underftood than the native,
his recitative muft be more intelligible
than that of the Englifh ; of confequence,
the dialect of the Scots had an advantage
over that of their fellow fubjeéts, and’
this was another firong prefumption that
the modern Englifh had corrupted their

language in the article of pronunciation.
The licutenant was, by this time, be-
come fo polemical, that every time he
opened his mouth, out flew a paradox,
which
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which he maintained with all the enthu-
fiafm of altercation ; butall his paradoxes
favoured firong of a partiality for his own
country. He undertook to prove that
poverty was a bleffing to a nation; that
oatmeal was preferable to wheat flour 5 and
that the worfhip of Cloacina, in temples.
which admitted beth fexes, and every
rank of votaries promifcuoufly, was a fil-
thy fpecies of idolatry that outraged
every idea of delicacy and decorum. ¥
did not fo much wonder at his broaching
thefe doctrines, as at the arguments,
equally whimfical and ingenious, which
he adduced in fupport of them..

In fine, lieutenant Lifimahagois a cu-
riofity which I have not yet fufficiently
perufed; and therefore I fhall be forry
when we lofe his company, though, God
knows, there is nothing very amiable in
his manner or difpofition.—As he goes
dire@ly to the fouth-weft divifion of
Scotland, and we proceed in the road to.
Berwick, we fhall part to-morrow at a
place called Felton-bridge ; and,, 1 dare
fay, this feparation will be very grievous.
to our aunt, Mrs. Tabitha, unlefs the has.
received fome flattering affurance of his.
meeting her again, 1f I fail in my pur~
pofe of entertaining you with thefe un-

im=
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important occarrences, they will at leaft
ferve as exercifes of patience, for which
you are indebted to

Yours always,

Morpeth, July 13. 3 J. Mzerrorp,
e fedeedodedrd g e e e

To Dr. Lrwis.

_DEAR DOCTOR,

1 HAVE now feached the northern
extremity of Englatid, and fee, clofe to
my chamber-window, the Tweed gliding
through the arclies of that-bridge v‘vhic%

" connects this fuburb to the town of Ber-

wick.—Yorkfhire you ‘have feen, and
therefore I fhall fay nothing of that opu-
Ient province. The city of Durham ap-
pears like a confufed heap of ‘flones and
brick, accuinulated fo - as to cover a
mountain, round which a river winds its
brawling courfe. The ftreets are gene-
rally narrow, dark, and unpleafant, and

many
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many of them almoft impaffable in confe-
quence of their declivity. The cathedral
is a huge gloomy pile 5 but the clergy are
well lodged.. The bithop lives in a
princely manner—the golden prebends
keep plentiful tables—and, I am told,
there is fome good fociable company in
the place, but the country, when viewed
from the top of Gatefhead Fell, which
extends to Newcaftle, exhibits the higheft
fcene of cultivation that ever I beheld.
As for Newcaftle it lies moftly in a bot«
tom, on the banks of the Tyne, and
makes an appearance ftill more difagree~
able than that of Durham; but it is ren-
dered populous and rich by induftry and
commerce ; and the country lying on both
fides the river, above the town, yields a
delightful - profpeét of agriculture and
plantation. Morpeth and Alnwick are
neat, pretty towns, and this laft is fa-
mous for the caftle which has belonged fo
many ages to the noble houfe of Piercy,
earls of Northumberland.—It is, doubt=
lefs, a large cdifice, containing a great
number of apartments, and ftands in @
commanding fituation ; but the ftrength
of it feems to have confifted not fo much
in its fite, or the manner in which it is for~ _
tified, as in the valour of its defendants.
Our
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" Our adventures' fince we'‘left Scarbos
rough, are fcarce worth reciting; and yet
I muft make you acquainted with my
fifter Tabby’s progrefs ‘in hufband-hunt-
ing, after her difdppointments at Bathand
London.  She had adually begun to
practife upon a certain adventurer, who
_was in faét a highwayman by profeffion ;
but he had been ufed to fnares much more
dangerous than' any fhe could lay, and
efcaped accordingly.—Then fhe opened
her batteries upon an old weather-beaten
Scotch lieutenant, cailed Lifmahago, who
joined us at Durham, and is, I think,
oneof the moft fingular perfonages I ever
encountered.—His manner is as harfh as
his countenance; but his peculiar turn of
thinking, . and his pack of knowledge
made up of the remnants of rarities, ren-
dered his converfation defirable, in fpite
of his pedantry and ungracious addrefs.
—I have often met with a crab-apple in a
hedge, which I have been tempted to eat
for its flavour, even while T was difguft-
ed by its aufterity, The fpiiic.of con-
tradiction is naturally fo firong in Lifina-
hago, that I believe in my confcience he
has rummaged, and read, and fludied
with indefatigable attention, in order to
qualify himfelf to refute eftablifhed max-
ims,
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dms, and thus raife trophies for the grati-
fication of polemical pride.~—Such is/the
«afperity of - his felf.conceit, that he wiil
ot even acquiefee in a tranfient compli-
ment made to:his own individual in parti-

cular, or to his country in general.
‘When [ ebferved that he 'muft bave
read a vaft number of books to be able to
«difcourfe on fuch a variety of : fubjoéts,
he declared he had read little or nothing,
and afked hew he fhould find books
-among the woods of America, where he
‘had fpent the greateft part of hislife. My
nephew remarking that the Scots in ge-
-neral were famous for their learning, he
‘denied the imputation, and defied him to
-prove it from their works.—¢ The Scots
¢ (faid’he) have a flight tin&ure of let-
¢ ters, with which they make a parade
¢ among people who are more illiterate
< than themfelves 5 but they may be faid
“¢ to float on the furface of {cience, and
¢ they have made very {mall advances
< 1n the ufeful arts,” < At leaft (cried
“¢ Tabby) all the world allows that the
¢ Scots behaved glorioufly in fighting
“ and |conquering the favages of Ame-
¢ rica,” ¢ I can affure you, madam, you
¢¢ have been- mifinformed, (replied the
“¢ lieutenant;) in that continent the Scots
: ¢ did
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¢.did nothing more than their duty, nor
¢¢ was there one corps in his majefty’s fer-
¢ vice that diftinguifhed itfelf more than
£¢ another,—Thofe who affe@ed to extol
¢ the Scots for fuperior merit, were no
§¢ friends to that nation.”

Though he himfelf made free with his
countrymen, he would not fuffer any
other perfon to glance a farcafm at them
with impunity. One of the company
chancing to mention lord B——7 inglo-
rious peace, the lieutenant immediately
took up the cudgels in his lordthip’s fa-
vour, and - argued 'very ftrenuoufly to
prove that it was the moft honourable
and advantageous peace that England
had ever made fince the foundation of the
monarchy.—Nay, between friends, he of-
fered fuch reafons on this fubje, that I
was teally confounded, if not convinced.
—He would not allow that the Scots
abounded above their “proportion in the
army and navy of Great-Britain, or that
the Englith had any reafon to fay “his
countrymen had met with extraordinary
encouragement in the fervice.—¢ When
**“aSouth and North-Briton (faid he) are
¢ competitors for a place or commiffion,
“¢ which is in the difpofal of an Englith
“ minifter or an Englifh generzal, it would

% be
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4 be abfurd- to fuppofe that the prefe-
¢ rence will not be given to the native
¢ of England, who has fo many advan-
¢ tages over his rival.—Firft and fore-
¢ moft, he has in his favour that laudable
¢ partiality, which, Mr. Addifon fays,
never fails to cleave to the heart of an
Englithman ; fecondly, he has more
powerful connections, and a greater
fhare of parliamentary intereft, by
which thofe contefts are generally de-
cided; and laftly, he has a greater
¢ command of money to fmooth the way
% to his fuccefs. For my own part (faid
¢ he) I know no Scotch officer, who has
¢ rifen in the army above the rank of a
< fubaltern, without purchafing every de-
¢ gree of preferment either with money
¢ or recruits 3 but I know many gentle-
men of that country, who for want of
money and intereft, have grown grey
in the rank of licutenants; whereas
very few inftances of this ill-fortune
are to be found among the natives of
South-Britain.——Not that I would in-
finuate that my countrymen have the
leaft reafon to complain.—Preferment
¢ in the fervice, like fuccefs in any other
¢ branch of traffic, will naturally favour
¢ thofe who have the greateft flock of

¢ cath
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<¢ cafh and credit, merit and capacity be-
¢ ing fuppofed equal on all fides.”

But the moft hardy of all this original’s
_pofitions. were. thefe tm=That commerce
would, fooner or later, prove the ruin of
every nation, where it flourifhes to anylex-
tent—that the parliament was the rotten
part of the Britith conftitution—that the
liberty of the prefs was a national evil—
and that the boafted inftitution of juries,
as managed in England, was productive
of thameful perjury, and flagrantinjuftice.
He obferved, that traffic was an enemy
to all the liberal paflions of the foul,
founded ‘on the thirft of lucre, a fordid
difpofition to'take advantage of the ne-
ceffities of our fellow-creatures.——FHe
affirmed the nature of commerce was fuch,
“that it could not be fixed or perpetuated,
but, having flowed to ‘a certain height,
would immediately begin to ebb, and o
continue till the channels fhould be left
almoft dry ;™ but there was no iaftance of
the tide’s rifing a fecond time to any con-
fiderable influx in the fame nation, Mean
while the fudden affluence occafioned by
trade forced open all the fluices of luxury
and overflowed the land with every fpe-
cies of profligacy and corruption ; atotal
pravity of maoners would enfue, and this

muk
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muft be attended with bankruptey and
ruin.  He obferved of the parliament,
that the practice of buying boroughs, ‘and
canvaffing for votes, was an avowed
fyftem of venality, already eftablithed on
the ruins of principle, integrity, faith,
and good order, in confequence of which
the eleted andthe eledor, and in fhort,
the whole body of the people, were
equally and univerfally contaminated and
corrupted. He affirmed that of a par-
liament  thus conftituted, the- crown
would always have influence enough to'
fecure a great majority in its dependence,
from the great number of pofts, places,
and penfions it had to beflow; that fuch
a parliament would (as it had already
done) lengthen the term of its fitting and
authority, “whenever the prince fhould
think it for his intereft to continue the!
reprefentatives ; for, without doubt, they
had the fame right to protract their au-
thority ad infinitum, as they had to extend
it from three to feven years,—With a
parliament, therefore, dependent  upon
the crown, devoted to the prince, and
fupported by a ftanding army, garbled
and modelled for the purpofe, any king
of England may, and probably fome am-
bitious fovereign will, totally overthrow

Vor. II, K all
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all the bulwarks of the conftitution; for
it is not to be fuppofed that a prince of a
high fpirit’ will tamely fubmit to be
thwarted in all his meafures, abufed and
infulted by a populace of untridled fero-
city, when he has it in his power to crufh
all oppofition under his feet with the con-
currence of the legiflature. He faid, he
fhould always confider the liberty of the
prefs as a national evil, while it enabled
the vileft reptile to foil the luftre of the
moft thining merit, and furnifhed the
moft infamous incendiary with the means
of difturbing the peace and deftroying the
good order of the community. He own-
ed, however, that, under due reftrictions,
it would be a valuable privilege ; but af-
firmed, that at prefent there was no law in
Eogland fufficient to reftrain it within
proper bounds. ;

With refpeét to juries, he exprefled
himfelf to this effect :—— Juries are ge-
nerally compofed of illiterate plebeiavs,
apt to be miftaken, eafily mifled, and open
to finifter influence; for if either of the
parties to be tried, can gain over one of
the twelve jurors, he has fecured the ver-
di¢ in his favour; the juryman thus
brought over will, in defpight of all evi-
dence and conviction, generally hold out

i il
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till his fellows are fatigued, and harrafled,
and ftarved into concurrence; in which
cafe the verdi& is unjuft, and the jurors
are all perjured : but cafes will often oc-
cur, when the jurors are really divided in
opinion, and each fide is convinced in op-
pofition to the other; but no verdiét will
be received, unlefs they are unanimous,
and they are all bound not only in con-
feience, but by oath, to judge and declare
according to their conviction.—What
then will be the confequence ?—They
muft either ftarve in company, or one fide
muft facrifice their confcience to their
convenience, and join in a verdict which
they believe to be falfe. This abfurdity
is avoided in Sweden, where a bare ma-
jority is fufficient ; and in Scofland, where
two thirds of the jury are required to
concur in the verdiét.

You muft not imagine that all thefe
deductions were made on. his part, with-
out contradiction on mine,—No--the truth
is, I found myfelf piqued in point of ho-
nour, ‘at his pretending to be fo much
wifer than his neighbours.—I queftioned
all his affertions, ftarted innumerable ob-
je&ions, argued and wrangled with- un-
common perfeverance, and grew. very
Wwarm, and even violent, in the debate.—

K2 Some-
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Sometimes he was puzzled, and once or
twice, I think, fairly refuted; but from
thofe falls he rofe again, like Antzus,
with redoubled vigour, till at length I was
tired, exhaufted, and really did not know
how to proceed, when luckily he dropped
a hint, by which he difcovered he had
been bred to the law ; a confeflion which
enabled me to retire from the difpute
with a good grace, as it could not be
fuppofed that a man like me, who had
been bred to nothing, fhould be able to
cope with a veteran in his own profeffion.
1 believe, however, that I fhall for fome
time continue to chew the cud of reflec-
tion upon many obfervations which this
original difcharged.

; %Vhether our fifter Tabby was really
firuck with his converfation, or is refolved
to throw at every thing the meets in the
fhape of a man, tillfhe can faften the ma-
trimonial noofe, certain it is, the has
taken defperate firides towards the affec-
tion of Lifmahago, who cannot be faid to
have met her half way, though he does not
feem altogether infenfible to her civilities.
—=She infinuated more than once how
happy we fhould be to have his company
through that part of Scotland which we
_progoled to vifit, till at length he plainig

: to.
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told us, that his road was totally different
from ‘that which we intended to take;
that, for his part, his company would be
of very little fervice to us in our progrefs,
‘as he was utterly unacquainted with the
country, which he had left in his early
youth, confequently, he could neither di-
rect us in our inquiries, nor introduce us
to any family of diftin&ion. He faid, he
was ftimalated by an irrefiftible impulfe o
revifit the paternus lar, ot patria domus,
though he expected little fatisfaction, in-
afmuch as he underftood that his nephew,
the prefeiit poflefior, was but ill qualified
to fupport the honour of the family.—Fe
affured us, however, as we defign to re-
turn by the weft road, that he would watch
our motions, and endeavour to pay his re-
fpeds to us ‘v Dumfries.——Accordingly
he took his leave of us ata plice half way
betwixt Morpeth and Alnwick, and pran-
ced away in great flate, mounted on  tall,
meagre, raw-boned, thambling orey gcld-
ing, withouat e’er a tooth in his head, the
Very coumiter-part of the tider; and, -
deed, ' the appearance of ‘the two was fo
‘pictarefque, that I would g'We twenty
guineas to have them tolerably reprefent-
¢d on canvas, ; 3

) Nor:'
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Northumberland is a fine county, ex-
tending to the Tweed, which is a pleafant
paftoral fiream ; but you will be furprifed
when I tell you that the Englith fide of
that river is neither fo well cultivated nor
{o populous as the other.—The farms are
thinly fcattered, the lands uninclofed, and
fcarce a gentleman’s feat is to be feen in
fome miles from the Tweed ; whereas the
Scots are advanced in crowds to the very

“ brink of the river, fo that you may reck-
_on above thirty good houfes, in the
compafs of a few miles, belonging to pro-
prietors whofe anceflors had fortified caf-
tles; in the fame fituations, a circumftance
that fhews what dangerous neighbours
the Scots muft have formerly been to the
northern counties of England.

Our domeftic ceconomy ,continues on
the old footing.—My fifter Tabby fill
adheres to methodifm, and had the bene-
fit of a fermon at Wefley’s meeting in
Newcaftle; but I believe the paffion of
love has in fome meafure abated the fer-
vour of devotion both in her and her wa-
man, Mrs. Jenkins, about whofe good
graces there has been a violent conteft be-
twixt my nephew’s valet, Mr. Dutton, and
my man, "Humphry Clinker.—]erybhas

cen
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been obliged to interpofe his authority to
keep the peace; and to him I have left
the difcuffion of that important affair,
which had like to have kindled the flames
of difcord in the family of

Yours always,

Tweedmouth, Matt. BRAMBLE,
“ July 15,

 To Sir Warkiy Prirvies, Bart, st
Oxon,

DEAR WAT,

IN my two laft you had fo much ‘of
Lifmahago, that I fuppofe you are glad
he is gone off the ftage for the prefent.—
I muft now defcend to dometftic occur~
rences.—Love, it feems, is refolved to
aflert his dominion over all the females
of our family.—After having pra&ifed
upon poor Liddy’s heart, and played
firange vagaries with our aunt Mrs, Ta-
bitlra, he began to run riot in the affec-

4 tions
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tions of ber woman Mrs. Winifred Jen-
-kins, whom I have had occafion to men-
tion more than once in the courfe of our
memoirs. Nature intended Jenkins for
fomething very different for the charac-
ter. of her miftrefs; yetcuftom and habit
have effeted a wonderful refemblance,
betwixt them in many particulars. Win,
to be fure, is much younger, and more
agreeable in her perfon ; fhe is likewife
tender-hearted and benevolent, qualities
for which her miftrefs is by no means re-
markable, no more than fhe is for being
of a timorous difpofition, and much fub-
je& to fits of the mother, which are the
infirmities of Win’s conftitution : Dbut
then the feems to have adopted Mrs, Tab-
by’s manner with her caft cloaths.— She
dreffes and endeavours to look like her
miftrefs, although her own looksare much
more engaging,——She enters into her
fcheme of ceconomy, learns her phrafes,
repeats her remarks, imitates her fiyle in
icolding the inferior fervants, and finally,
fubfcribes implicitly to her fyftem of de-
votion.—This, indeed; the found the
“more agreeable, as it was in a great mea-
{ure introduced and confirmed-by the mi-
niftry of Clinker, with whofe perfonal
merit
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rmerit fhe feems to have been firuck ever
fince he exhibited the pattern of his naked
{kin at Marlborough.

Neverthelefs, though Hamphry bad
¢his double hank upon her inclinations,
and exerted all his power to maintain the
conqueft he had made, he found it im-
pofiible to guard it on the fide of vanity,
where poor Win was as frail as any fe-
male in the kingdom. In fhort, my raf-
cal Dutton profefied himfelf her admirer,
and, by dint of bis outlandifh qualifica-
tions, threw his rival Clinker out of the
fiddle of her heart. Humphry may be
compared toan Englith pudding, compof-
. ed of good wholefome flour and fuet, and
Dutton to a fyllabub oriced froth, which,
though agreeable to the tafte, has nothing
folid or fubfantial.. The traitor not only
dazzled her with his {econd-hand finery,-
but he fawned, and flattered, and cringed
—he taught her to take rappee, and pre-
fented her with a fuff-box of - papier ma=
ché—he fupplied her with a powder for:
her teeth—he mended her complexion, -
and drefled her hair in the Paris fathion
__he undertook to be her French matter
and her dancing-mafter; as well as frifeur, -
and thus imperceptibly wound himfelf!
into her good graces. Clinker perceived
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the progrefs he had made, and repined in
{ecret.—He attempted to open her eyes
in the way of exhortation, and finding it
produced no effe&, had recourfe to prayer.
At Newcaftle, while he attended Mrs.
Tabby to the methodift meeting, his rival
accompanied Mrs. Jenkins: to the play.
He was drefled in a filk coat, made at
Paris for his former mafter, with a tawdry
waiftcoat of tarnithed brocard; he wore
his hairin a_great bag with a huge foli-
‘taire, and a long fword dangled from his
thigh. The lady was all of a flutter with
faded luteftring, wathed gauze, and rib-
.bons three times refrethed; but the was
moft remarkable for the. frizure of her
head, which rofe, like a pyramid, feven
inches above the fcalp, and her face was
primed and patched from the chin up to
the eyess nay, the ‘gallant himfelf had
{pared neither red nor white in improving
the nature of his.own complexion. In
this attire, they walked together through
the High-ftreer to the theatre, and as they
paffed for players ready drefled for aét-
ing, they reached it unmolefted; but as
it was ftill light when they returned, and
by that time the people had got informa-
tion of their real charaéter and condition,
they bifled and: hooted all the way, and

: Mas.
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Mis. Jenkins ‘was all befpattered with:
dirt, as well as infulted with the oppro-
Brious name of painted Jezabel, fo that her
fright and mortification threw her into an:
hyfteric fit the moment flie came home.
Clinker was fo incenfed at Duttom;.
whom he confidered as the caufe of her
difgrace, that he upbraided him feverely
for having turned the poor young wo-
man’s brain:  The other affeéted to treat
him with contempt, and miftaking his
forbearance for want of courage, threaten~
ed to horfe-whip him into good manners..
Humphry then came to-me, humbly beg-
ing I would give him leave to chaftife
my fervant for his infolence—<¢ He hay-
¢ challenged me to fight him at fword’s
<« point (faid he); but I might as well
<« challenge him to- make a horfe-thoe,
4¢ or a_plough-iron; for I know no moie
< of the one than he does of the other.—-
<« Befides, it doth not become fervants to
« ufe thofe weapons, or to ¢laim the pri-
< vilege of gentlemen to kill one another
% when they fall out; moreover, 1 would
<€ not have his blood 'upon my confcience -
 for ten-thoufand times the profit orfa
<«tisfaction I fhould get by his death’,
< but if your honour won’t be angry,
- I'll engage to gee en a good drubbing;
] K6 «“-thay
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< that may hap will do ’en fervice, and
¢ Ill take care it fhall do ’en no harm.”
I faid, 1 had no objection to what he pro-
pofed, provided he could manage matters
1o as not to be found the aggreflor, in
cafe Dutton fhould profecute him for an
affault and battery.

Thus licenfed, he retired; and that
{fame evening eafily provoked his rival to
{trike the firft blow, which Clinker return-
ed with fuch intereft that he was obliged
to call for quarter, declaring, at the fame
time, that he would exa& fevere and
bloody fatisfation the moment we fhould
pafs the border, when he could run him
through the body without fear of the
confequence. This. fcene pafled in
prefence of lieutenant Lifmahago, who
encouraged Clinker to- hazard a thruft of
cold iron with his antagonift. < Cold
¢ iron (cried Humphry) 1 fhall never ufe
€€ againft the life of any human creature 3
“but I am fo far from being afraid of
¢¢ his cold iron, that I fhall ufe nothing
£ in my defence but a good cudgel, which
¢ fhall always be at his fervice.” In the
mean time the fair caufe of this conteft,
Mrs. Winifred Jenkins, feemed over-
whelmed with affliGion, and Mr. Clinker
afted much on the referve, though h

did
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did not prefume to find fault with her
conduét.

The difpute betwéen the two rivals
was {oon brought to a very unexpeéted
iflue. Among our fellow-lodgers at Ber-
wick, was a couple from London, bound
to Edinburgh, on the voyage of matri~
mony. The female was the daughter and
heirefs of a pawn-broker deceafed, who
had given ber guardians the flip, and put
herfelf under the tuition of a tall Hiber-
nian, who had conduéted her thus far in
queft of a clergyman to ‘unite them in
marriage, without the formalities requir-
ed by the law of England. I know not
how the lover had behaved on the road,
{o as to decline in the favour of his inna-
morata; but in all probability, Dutton
perceived a coldnefs on her fide, which
encouraged him to whifper, it was a pity
the thould have caft her affetions upon a
taylor, which he affirmed the Irithman to
be. This difcovery completed her dif-
guft, of which my man taking the advan-
tage, began to recommend himfelf to her
good graces, and the fmooth-tongued raf-
cal found no difficulty to-infinuate himfelf
into the place of her heart, from which
the other had been difcarded—Their re-
folution was immediately taken, In the

morning
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morning, before day, while poor Teague
lay fnormg a-bed, his indefatigable rival

. ordered a port-chaife, and fet out with the

lady for Coldftream, a few miles up tlie
Tweed, where there was a parfon who
dealt in this branch of commerce, and
there they were noofed, before the Irifhi-

the bird was flown, he made fuch a noife
as alarmed the whole houfe. - One of the
firft perfons he encountered, was the pof-
tilion returned from Coldftream, where hre
had been witnefs to the marriage, and
over and above a handfome gratuity, had
received a bride’s favour, which he now

“wore in his cap—When the forfaken lover

underftood they were actually married,
and fet out for London; and that Dut-
von had difcovered to the lady, that ke
(the Hibernian) was a taylor, he'had like
to have run-diftratted. He tore the rib-
bon frqm the feHow’s cap, and beat it
about hisears, He fwore he would pur-
fue him to the gates of hell, and ordered
a poft-chaife and four to be got ready as
foon as poflible ;- but, recolle¢ting that his
finances would not admit of this way of
travelling, he was obliged to countermand‘
this ordef.

Hor
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For my part I knew nothing at all of
what had happened, till the poftilion
brought me the keys of my trunk, and
portmanteau, which he had received
from Dutton, who fent me his refpeds,
hoping I would excufe him for his abrups
departure, as it was a ftep upon which his
fortune depended—Before I had time to
make my uncle acquainted with this event,
the Itithman burft’ into my chamber,
without any introduétion, execlaiming—"

¢ By my foul, your farvant has robbed
. me of five thoufand pounds, ‘and Il
¢ have fatisfaction, it I fhould- be

¢ hanged to-morrow.—"” When I afk-
ed him who he was, My name (faid

¢ he) is Mafter Macloughlin—but it

¢ thould be Leighlin O’ Neale, for I am

¢ come from Ter-Owen the Great; and

¢ fo I amas 3 good a gentleman asany in

< Ireland ; and that rogue, your farvant,

< faid T was a taylor, which was as big a

¢¢ lie as if he had called. me the pope—

< I’m a man of fortune, and have fpent

¢ all I had ; and fo being in diftrefs, Mr.

< Cofhgrave, the fathioner in Shuffolk-

¢ fireet, tuck me out, and made mec his

¢ own private thecretaty : by the fame

< token, I was the laft he bailed ; for his

< friends obliged him to tie himfelf up,.

| “ that
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“ that he would bail no more above ten
¢ pounds ; for why, becaafe as how, he
¢¢ hecould not refufe any body that afked,
« and therefore in time would have rob-
¢ bed himfelf of his whole fortune, and,
¢ if he had lived long at that rate, muft
¢ have died bankrupt very foon—and fo
¢ 1 made my addrefles to Mifs Skinner,.
¢ a young lady of five thoufand pounds
< fortune, who agreed to take me for
¢¢ better nor worfe; and, to be fure, this
£¢ day would have put me'in poffeffion, if
it had not been for that rogue, your
< farvant, who came like a tief, and ftole |
¢ away my property, and made her be-
¢ lieve I was a taylor; and that the was
¢ going to marry the ninth part of a man:.
“¢ but the devil burn my foul, if ever I
¢ catch him on the mountzins of Tullo-
“ ghobegly, if I don’t thew him that I'm
€€ nine times as good a man as he, or e’er
¢ a bug of his country.”

When he had rung out his firft alarm, I
told him I was forry he had allowed himfelf
to be fo jockied ; but it was no bufinefs of
mine; and that the fellow who robbed
him of his bride, bad likewife robbed me
of my fervant—¢ Didn’ I teil you then
¢ (cried he), that Rogue was his true
¢¢ Chriftian name.—Oh if I had but ?n_e

¢ fair
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¢ fair truft-with him uvpon the fod, I'd
< give him lcave to brag all the reft of
¢ his life,

My uncle hearing the noife, came in,
and being informed of this adventure,
began to comfort Mr. O’ Neale for the la-
dy’s elopement ; obferving that he feem-~
ed to have had a lucky efcape, that it was
better fhe fhould elope before, than after
marriage—The Hibernian was of a very
different opinion. He faid, ¢ if he had
¢ been once married, fhe might have
¢ eloped as foon as fhe pleafed ; he would
¢ have taken care that fhe fhould not
¢ have carried her fortune along with her:
«« —Ah (faid he) the’s a Judas Ifeariot,
¢ and has betrayed me with a kifs; and,
¢ like Judas, fhe carried the bag, and
<¢ has not left me money enough to bear
< my expences back to London; and fo
< a5 I’m come to'this pafs, and the rogue
¢¢ that was the occafion of it has left you
¢ without a farvant, you may put me in
¢ his place; and by Jafus, it is the beft
¢ thing you can do.—” I begged to be
excufled, declaring I could put up with
any inconvenience rather than treat as a
footman the defcendant of Tir-Owen the
Great.. I advifed him to return to his
friend, Mr. Cofgrave, and take his pal-

i : - fage

v
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fage- from Newcaftle by fea, towards
which I'made him a {mall prefent, and he
retired, feemingly refigned to his evil for-
‘tune. 1have taken upon triala Scotchman,
called Archy M¢Alpmn, an old foldier,
whofe laft mafter, a colonel, lately died at
“"Berwick. The fellow is old and wither-
ed; but he has been recommended to nie
for his fidelity, by Mrs. Humphreys, a
very good fort of a woman, who keeps
the inn at T weedmouth, and is much re-

* fpe&ed by all the travellers on this road,
Clinker, without doubt, thinks himfclf
happy in the removal of a dangerous ri-
val, and he is too good a Chriflian to re-
pineat Dutton’s fuccefs. ~ Even Mrs. Jen-
kins will have reafon to congratulate her-
felf upon this event, when fhe cooly re-
flects upon the jnatter; for, howfoever
the was forced from her poife for a fea-
fon, by fares laid for her vanity, Hum-
phry is certainly the north-ftar to which
the needle of her affe@ion would have
pointed at the long run. At prefent, the
fame vanity is exceedingly mortified, up-
on finding herfelf abandoned by her new
admirer, in favour of another innamorata,
She received the news with a violent bur#
of laughter, which foon brought on a fir
of crying; and this gave the finifhing
blow
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blow to the patience of her miftrefs, which
had held out beyond all expectation. = She
now opened all thofe floodgates of repre-
_henfion, which had been fhut fo long.
_She not only reproached her with her le-
,vity and indifcretion, but attacked her on -
.the fcore of religion, declaring roundly
that fhe was in a ftate of apoftacy and re-
_probation ; and finally, threatened to fend
her a packing at this extremity of the
kingdom. All the family interceded for
poot Winifred, not even excepting her
flighted {wain, Mr. Clinker, who, on his
. knees implored and obtained her pardon.
There was, however; another confider-
ation that gave Mrs, Tabitha fome dif-
turbance, At WNeweaftle, the fervants
had been fnformed by fome wag, that
_there was nothing to eat in Scotland; but
oat-meal and fheep’s-beads; and lieutenant
‘Lifmahago being confulted, what he faid
-Aferved rather to confirm than to refute the
report. Our aunt being apprifed of this
circumftance, very gravely advifed her
brother to provide a fumpter horfe with
flore of hams, tongues, bread, bifcuit,
and other articles for our fubfiftence, in
the courfe of our perigrination ; and Mr.
Bramble as gravely replied that he would
take the hint into confideration:  but, find~

mg
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ing no fuch provifion was made; fhe now
revived the propofal, obferving that there
was a tolerable market at Berwick, where
we mightbe fupplied; ‘and that my man’s
horfe would ferve as a‘beaft of bufthen—
The "{quire, thrugging up his fhoulders,
eyed her afkance with a look ‘of inel-'
fable ‘contempt ; and, after fome paufe.
¢ Sifter (faid he), I can hardly pet-
 fuade myfelf you are ferious.”” She
was fo little acquainted with the geo-
graphy of the ifland, that fhe ‘ima-
gined we could not g0 to Scotland but by
fea; and, after we had patled through the
town of Berwick, when he told her we
were upon Scottifh ground, the could
hardly believe the affertion—If the truth
muft be told, ‘the South Britons in gene-
ral are woefully ignorant in this particu-
far.  What,* beeween-want of curiofity,
and traditional fareafins, the ¢ffect of an-
cient animofity, the people at the other
end of the ifland know as little of Scot-
land as of Japan.

If Thad never been in Wales, I fhould
have been more firuck with the manifeft
difference in appearance betwixt the pea-
fants and commonalty on different fides
of the Tweed. The boors of Northum-
berland are lufty fellows, frefh comple-
Xioned, cleanly, and well clothed; but

4 the
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the labourers in Scotland ‘are  generally
lank, lean, hard-featured, fallow, foiled,
and thabby, and their little pinched blue
caps have a beggarly effe@®.  The cattle
are much in the fame ftyle with their driv-
ers, meagre, 'ftunted, and ill equipt.
‘When I talked to my uncle on this fub-
je&, he faid, ¢ Though all the Scottith
“¢ hinds would not bear to be compared
¢ with thofe of the rich counties of South
¢ Britain, they would ftand very well in
¢ competition with the peafants in France,
“¢ Iraly, and Savoy—not to mention the
“ mountaincers of Wales, and the red-
¢ fhanks of Ireland.

We entered Scotland by a frightful
moor of fixteen miles, which promifes
very little: for the interior parts of the
kingdom; but the profpect mended as
we advanced. Paffing through Dunbar,
which is a neat little town, fituated on the
fea-fide, we lay at a country inn, where
our entertainment far exceeded our ex-
pectation; but for this we cannot give
the Scots credit, as the landlord is a native
of England. - Yefterday we dined at Had-
dington, which has been a place of fome
confideration, but is now gone to decay 3
" and in the evening arrived at this metro-
polis, of which I can fay very little, It

is
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is very romantic, from itsfituation on the
declivity of a hill, having a fortified caftle
at the top, and a royal palace at the bot-
tom. . The firft thing that ftrikes the nofe
of ‘a firenger, fhall be namelefs; but
what firft firikes the.eye, is the unconfcion-
able height of ‘the houfes, which gene-
rally rife to five, fix, feven, and eight
ftories, and, in fome places (as I am af-
fured) to twelve. This mannerof build-
ing, attended with numberlefs inconve-
niencies, muft have been originally owing’
to want of room. Certain it is, the town’
feems to be full of people; but their
looks, their language, and their cuftoms,
are fo different from ours, that 1 can
hardly believe myfelf in Great-Britain.
The inn at which we put up (if it
may be fo called), was fo filthy and dif-
agreeable in all refpes, that my uncle
began to fret, and his gouty fymptoms to
recur—Recolleéting, however, thdt he
. had a letter of recommendation to onc
Mir. Mitchelfon, a lawyer, he fent it by
his fervant, with a compliment, import-
ing that 'he would wait upon him next
day in perfon; but that gentleman vifit-
ed us immediately, and infifted upon our
going to his own houfe, until he could
provice
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provide lodgings for our accommodation.
‘We gladly accepted of his invitation, and
repaired to his houfe, where we were
treated with equal elegance and hofpirali-
ty, to the utter confufion of our aunt,
whofe prejudices, though beginning to
give way, were not yet entirely removad.
To day, by the affitance of our friend,
we are fettled in convenient Jodgings, up
four pair of ftairs, in the High-ftreer, the
fourth ftory being, in this city, reckoned
more genteel than the firft, The air is,
in all probability, the better; but it re-
quires good lungs to breathe it at this di-
ftance above the furface of the earth.—
While [ do remain above it, whether high-
er or lower, provided I breathe at all,

1 fhall ever be,
dear Phillips, yours,

July 18, J. MEeLForD.

Tor
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To Dr, LEwis.

DEAR LEWIS,

THAT part of Scotland contiguous
to Berwick, nature feems to have intend-
ed as a barrier, between two hoftile na-
tions. Itisa brown defert of confiders
able extent, that produces nothing but
heath and fern; and what rendered it the
more dreary when we pafled, there was
a thick fog that hindered us from feeing
above twenty yards from the carriage—
My fifter began to make wry faces, and
ufe her fmelling-bottle; Liddy looked
blank, and Mrs. Jenkins dejected; but in
a few hours thefe clouds were diffipated ;
the fea appeared upon our right, and on
the left the mountais retired a little,
leaving an agreeable plain betwixt them
and the beach; but, what furprifed us
all, this plain, to the extent of feveral
miles, was covered with as fine wheat as
ever I faw in the moft fertile parts of

South
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South Britain This plentiful crop is
raifed in the open field, without any in-
clofure, or other manure than the alpa
marina, or fea-weed, which abounds on
this coaft; a circumftance which fhews
that the foil and climate !are favourable ;
but that agriculture in this country is not
yet brought to that perfection which it
has attained in England. Inclofures
would not only keep the grounds warm,
and the feveral fields diftiné, but would
alfo protet the crop from the high winds,
which are fo frequent in this part of the
ifland.

Dunbar is well fituated for trade, and
has a curious bafon, where fhips of {mall
burthen may. be perfeétly fecure; but
there is little appearance of bufinefs in
the place--EFrom thence, all the way to
Edinburgh, there is a continual fuccef-
fion of fine feats, belonging to noblemen
and gentlemen ; and as each is furround-
ed by its own parks and plantation, they
produce a very pleafing effect in a coun-
try which lies otherwife open and expof-
ed, At Dunbar there is a noble park,
with a lodge, belonging to the Duke of
Roxburgh, where Oliver Cromwell had
his head-quarters, when Lefley, at the
head of a Scotch army, took pofleflion

Vou. II. L of
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of the mountains in the neighbourhood,
and hampered bim in fuch a manner,
. that he would have been obliged to em-
bark and get away by fea, had not the fa-
natacifm of the enemy forfeited the ad-
vantage which they had obtained by their
general’s condu@—Their minifters by
exhortation, prayer, affurance, and pro-
phecy, inftigated them to go down and
flay the Philiftines in Gilgal, and they
quitted their ground accordingly, not-
withftanding all that Lefley could do to
reftrain the madnefs of their enthufiafin
“When Oliver faw them in motion,
he exclaimed, ¢ Praifed be the Lord, he
¢ hath delivered them into the hands of
< his fervant I” and ordered his troops to
fing a pfalm of thank{giving, while they
advanced in order to the plain, where the

Scots were routed with great flaughter.
In the neighbourhood of Haddington,
there is a gentleman’s houfe, in the build-
ing of which, and the improvements a-
bout it, he is {aid to have expended forty
thoufand pounds: but I cannot fay I was
much picafed with either the architec-
ture or the fituation; though it has in
front a pafloral ftream, the banks of
which are laid out in a very agreeable
man-
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manner, - I intended to pay my refpe&s
to lord Elibank, whom 1 had the honour
to know at London many years ago. He
lives in this part of Lothian; but was
gone to the North, on a vifit.—You have
often heard me mention this nobleman,
whom I have long revered for his huma-
nity and univerfal intelligence, over and
above the entertainment arifing from the
originality of his character.—At Muffel-
burgh, however, I had the good-fortune
to drink tea with my old friend Mr, Car-
donel ; and at his houfe I met with Dr,
C. , the parfon of the parith, whofe
humour and converfation inflamed me
with a defire of being better acquainted
with his perfon —I am not at all furprifed
that thefe Scots make their way in every
quarter of the globe.

This place is but four miles from
Edinbursh, towards which we proceeded
along the fea-fhore, upon a firm bottom
of fmooth fand, which the tide had left
uncovered in its retreat Edinburgh,
from this avenue, is not feen to: much
advantage—We had only an imperfect
view of the caftle and upper parts of the
town, which varied inceffantly according
to the inflexions of the road, and exhibit-
ed the appearance of detached fpires and

foaH L2 tur-
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turrets ‘belonging to fome magnificent
cdifice in ruins, The palace of Holy-
rood-houfe ftands on the left, as you en-
ter the Canon-gate—This is a ftreet con-
tinued from hence to the gate called Ne-
ther-Bow, which is now taken away; fo
that there is no interruption for a long
mile from the bottom to the top of the
hill on which the caftle ftands in a moft
imperial firuation Confidering its fine
pavement, its width, and the lofty houfes
on each fide, this would be undoubtedly
one of the nobleft ftreets in Europe, if
an ugly mafs: of mean buildings, called
the Lucken-Booths, had not thruft itfelf,
by what accident I know not, into the
middle of the way, like Middle-Row in
Holborn. -The city ftands upon two hills,
and the bottom between them; and, with
all its defects, may very well pafs for
the capital of a moderate kingdom—It is
full of people, and continuaily refounds
with the noife of coaches, and other carri-
ages, for luxury as well as commerce.
_As far as' I can perceive, here is no want
of provifions—The beef and mutton are
as delicate here as in Wales; the fea af-
fords plenty of good fifh ; the bread is
remarkably fine; and the water is excel-
lent, though I'm afraid not in fufficient

quan-
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gnaiitity to anfwer all the purpofes of
cleanlinefs and convenience; - articles in
which, it muft be allowed, our fellow-fub-
jects are a little defe@tive—The water is
brought in leaden pipes from a-mountain
in the neighbourhood, to a ciftern on the
Caftle-hill, from whence it is diftributed
to public conduits in different parts of
the city—From thefe it is carried +in bar-
rels, on the backs of male and female por-
ters, up two, three, four, five, fix, fe-
ven, and eight pair of flairs, for the ufe
of particular families—Every ftory is a
complete houfé, occupied by a: {eparate
family ; and the ftait being common to
them all, is generally left in a very filthy
condition; a man muft tread with great
circumfpection to get- fafe houfed ,with
unpolluted fhoes—Nothing can form a
fironger contraft, than the difference be-
“twixt the outfide and infide of the door ;
for the good women of this metropolis
are remarkably nice in the ornaments and
propriety of their apartments, as if they
were refolved to transfer the imputation
from the individual to the public; You
are no ftranger to their method of dif-
charging all. their impurities from theix
windows, at a certain hour of the night,
as the cuftom is" in Spain, Portugal, and:

L 3 fome
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fome parts of France and Italy—A prac-
tice to which I can by no means be re-
“conciled; for notwithftanding all the care
that is taken by their fcavengers to re.
move this nuifance every morning by
break of day, enough fill remains to of-
fend the eyes, as well as other organs of
thofe whom ufe has not hardened againft

“all delicacy of fenfation. i
The inhabitants feem infenfible to thefe
impreffions, and are apt to imagine the
‘difguft that we avow. is little better than
affectation ; but they ought to have fome
compaffion for firangers, who have not
“been ufed to this kind of fufferance; and
confider, whether it may not be worth
while to take fome pains to ‘vindicate
themfelves from the reproach that, on this
account they bear among their neighbours.,
As to the furprifing height of their houfes,
it is abfurd in many refpes; but in one
particular light I cannot view it without
“horror; that is, the dreadful fitvation of
all the families above, in cafe the common
' flair cafe thould be rendered impaffable
by a fire in the lower ftories—In order to
“prevent the thocking confequences that
" muft attend fuch an accident, it would be
a right meafure to open doors of commu-
nication from one houfe to another, on
every
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evety ftory, by which the people might
fly from fuch a terrible vifitation. In all
parts of the world, we fee the force of
habit prevailing over all the dictates of
convenicnce and. fagacity—All the peo-
ple of bufinefs at Edinburgh, and even
the genteel company, may be feen ftand-
ing in crowds every day, from one to two
Jin the afternoon, in the open ftreet, at a
place where formerly ftood a market-
wrofs, which (by the bye) was 2 curious
piece of Gothic. architecture, ftill to be
feen in lord Somerville’s garden in this
_ neighbourhood—TI fay, the people ftand
_in the open ftreet from the force of cuf-
tom, rather than move a few' yards to an
Exchange that ftands empty on one fide,
or to the Parliament-clefe on the other,
which is a noble fquare, adorned with a
fine equeflrian fratue of king Charles 1L
._The company thus affembled, are en-
tertained with a variety of tunes, played
. upona fet of bells, fixed in a fleeple hard-
by—As thefe bells are well-toned, and
the mufician, who has a falary from the
city, for playing upon them with keys,
is no bad performer, the entertainment
is really agrecable, and very ftriking to

the ears of a ftranger.
4 The
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The public inns of Edinburgh, are
Rl worfe than thofe of London; but by
means of a worthy gentleman, to whom I
was recommended, we have got decent
lodgings in the houfe of a widow gentle-
woman, of the name of Lockhart; 'and
here I fhall ftay until I have feen every
thing that is remarkable in and ‘about
this capital. I now begin to feel the good
effe@ts of exercife: Iear like a farmer,
fleep from midnight tll eight in the
morning without interruption, and: enjoy
a conftant tide of fpiris, equally diftant
frony inanition and excefs; bat whatever
¢ebbs or flows my conftitution may’ ph-
dergo, 1y heart will i)l declare that
1 am,

Dear Lewis,

Your affe@ionate friend and fervant,

Edr. July 18, ‘Marr, BRAMB_LE.:
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To Mrs: MArY Jones, at ‘Brambleton-
hall. il t

DEAR MARY,

THE ’fquire has been fo kind as 'to
rap my bit of nonfenfe under ‘the, kiver
of his own fheet—O, Mary Jones |- Mary
Jones | I have had- trials and trembula-
tion.  God help me! I have been a vixin
and a griffin thefe many days—>Sattin has
had power to temp me in! the thape of

_van: Ditton, the young fquire’s wally de
. fhamble; but by God’s greafe he did not
purvail—I thofi as how, ithere wasno arm
in'going to a play at Newcaftle, with my
hair dreffed in the Parith fathion; and:as
for the trifle of paint, he faid.as how my
complexion wanted rouch, and fo I let
him put it'on with a- little Spanifh owls
but a mifchievous mob of i‘colliers; and
fuch promifcous = tibble | rabble, that
could bear no fmut but their own, attack=
ed us in the ftrect, and called me boar
and * painted Iffabely: and - fplathed -my

L's clofe,
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clofe, and fpoiled me a complete fet of
blond lace triple ruffles, not a pin the
worfe for the ware—They coft me feven
good fillings to lady Grifkin’s woman
at London.

When ‘T axed Mr. Clinker what they
meant by calling.meIffabel, he put the
byebill into my hand, and I read of van
Iffabel a painted harlot, -that vas thrown
out of a vindore, and the dogs came and
licked her blood—But I am no harlot ;

“'and," with God’s blefling, no dog thall
“have my poor blood to lick: marry,
Heaven forbid, amen! As for Ditton,
after all his courting, and his compli-
ment, he ftole away an Irifhman’s bride,
and took a French leave of me and his
mafter ; but I value not his going a fart-
“ving; but I have bad hanger on his ac-
count—Mifirefs fcoulded like mad; thof
I have the comfit that all the family took
my part, and even Mr. Clinker pleaded
for me on "his bended knee; thof, God
he knows, he had reafons enuff to com-
plain; but he’s a good {fole, abounding
with Chriftian meeknefs, and one day
 will meet with his reward.

And now, ‘dear Mary, we have got to
Hnddinborrough, ameng the Scots, who
are civil enuff’ for our money, thof I
4453 don’t
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don’t fpeak their lingo—But they fhould
not go for to impofe upon foreigners ; for
the Dills in their houfes fay, they have
different eafements  to let; and behold
there is nurro, geaks in the whole king-
" dom, nor any thing for poor farvants,
but a barrel with a_ pair of tongs thrown
a-crofs; and all the chairs in the family
are emptied into this here barrel once a-
day; and at ten o'clock at night the
‘whole cargo is flung out of a back win-
dore that looks into fome ftreet or lane,
and the maid calls gardy ko to the paffen-
gers, which fignifics Lord have mercy up-
on you! and this is done every night in
every houfe in Haddingborrough ; fo you
may guefs, Mary Jones, what a fweet fa-
" vour comes from fuch 2 number of pro-
fuming pans; butthey fay it is wholfome,
and, truly, I believe it is; for being in
the vapours,. and thinking of Iffabel and
Mr. Clinker, I was going into a fit of
aftericks, when this fiff, faving your pre-
fence, took me by the nofe fo powerfully
that I fneezed three times, and found my-
{elf wonderfully refrefhed ; and this to b2
fure is the raifin why there are no fits in

Haddinborrough.
1 was likewiie made believe, that therc
was nothing to be had but oat-meal and
L6 LR el
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Jeeps-beads;  but if I had’n’t been a fool,
i mought have known there could be ng
heads without kerkaffes— —This very
blefled day T dined upon a delicate leg of
Velfh, imutton and cully-flower;. and as
for the oat-meal, I leave that to the far-
vants of the country, which are _pore
drudges, many of them without thoes or
ftockings—Mr. Clinker tells me here isa
great call of the gofpel; but I wifh, I
with fome of ‘our family be not fallen off
from the rite way—0, if I'was given, to
tail-baring, 1 have my own fecrets to dif-
cover——There has been a deal of hug-
gling and flurtation betwixt mifirefs and
an ould Scots officer, called Kifmycago,
He looks for all the orld like the fcare-
crow that our gardener fet up to frite 2-
way the fparrows; and what will come of
it, the Lord nows; but come what. will,
it fhall never be faid that I menchioned a
fyllabub of the matter—Remember. me
kindly to Saul and the kitten—T hope
they got the horn-buck, and will put. it
1o a good yufe, which is the conflant
prayer of,
Dear Molly,
your loving friend,

Addingborough, July 18, Wi, Jengins,
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BRCOD 2 4 STTTTTT

To Sir Warkin Pairnies, Bart. of
Jefus college, Oxon.

DEAR PHILLIPS,

~TF I ftay much longer at Edinburgh,
1 fhall be changed into a down-right Ca%&
‘donian—My uncle obferves, that I have
already acquired fomething of the coun-
try accent. The people here are fo foci-
al.and attentive in their civilities to firan-
gers, that I am infenfibly fucked into ‘the
channel of  their manners and cuftoms,
although they are in faék much more dit-
ferent from ours than you can imagine—
That difference, however, which firuck
me. very much at my firft arrival, I now
hardly perceive, and my ear is perfeCtly
reconciled to the Scotch accent, which I
find even agreeable in the mouth of a
pretty woman—1It is a_fort of Doric dia-
le@, which gives an idea of amiable fim-
phcn:y—-—You cannot imagine how we
have been carrefled and feafted in the
good town f Edinbyrgh, of which we ;re
€+
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become free denizens and guild bro-
" thers, by the fpecial favour'of the ma-
giftracy.

I had a whimfical commiffion from
Bath, to a citizen, of this metropolis—
Quin underftanding our intention to vi-
fit Edinburgh, pulled out a”guinea, and
defired the favour I would drink it at a
tavern, with a particular friend and bot-
tle-companion of his, one Mr.R— C—,
a lawyer of this city—I charged myfelf
with the commiffion, and, taking the
guinea, ¢ You fee (faid I) I have pocket-
¢“ed your bounty.” ¢ Yes (replied
€ Quin, laughing); and a head-ake in-
¢ to the bargain, if you drink fair.” I
made ufe of this introduétion to Mr.,
(S , who received me with open arms,
and gave me the rendezvous, according
tothe cartel. He had provided a company
of jolly fellows, among whom 1 found
myfelf extremely happy; and did Mr.
9 and Quin all the juftice in my
power; but, alas, I was no more than a
tyro among a troop of veterans, who had
compaffion upon my youth, and convey-
ed me home in the morning, by what.
means I know not—Quin was miftaken,
however, as to the head-ake; the claret
was too good to treat me fo roughly.

While

4
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‘While Mr. Bramble holds conferences
with the graver literati of the place, and
our females are entertained at vifits by
the Scotch ladies, who are the beft and
kindeft creatures upon earth, I pafs my
time among the bucks of Edinburgh;
who, with-a great fhare of fpirit and vi-
vacity, have a certain fhrewdnefs and
felf-command that is not often found
among their neighbours, in the high-day
of youth and exultation Not a hint
efcapes a Scotchman that can be inter-
preted into offence by any individual in
the company, and national refletions are
never heard —In this particular, 1 muft
own, we are both unjuft and ungrateful -
to the Scots; for, as faras am I able to
judge, they. have a real efteem for the

_ ‘patives of South-Britain ; and never men-
tion our country, but with expreffions of
r,egard—Neverthelefs they are far from
being, fervile imitators of our modes and
fafhionable vices. All their cuftoms and
regulations of public and private cecono-
my, of bufinefs and diverfion, arein their

. own ftyle. This remarkably predomi-
nates in their looks, their drefs, and man-
ner, their mufic, and even their cookery.

- Our *fquire declares, that he ' knows not
another people upon earth, fo firongly

marked
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marked with a national character—Now

we. are upon the article of cookery, I

muft own, fome of their difhes are favou-

1y, and even delicate ; but I am not yet

Scotchman enough to relith their finged

dheep’s-head and  haggice, which were
provided at our requeft, oneday at Mr.

Mitchelfon’s, where we dined—The firft

put me in mind of the hiftory of Congo,

in which [ had read of Negroe’s heads fold

publicly in the markets; the laft, being

a mefs of minced lights, livers, fuet, oat-

imeal, onions, and'pepper, inclofed in a
“theep’s ftomach, had'a very fudden effeGt
upon mine, and the delicate Mrs. Tabby

changed colour; when the caufe of our

difguft was inftantaneoufly removed ‘at
.the nod of our entertainér. - The Scots,
in general, are attached to this compofi-

tion, with a fort of national fondunefs, ‘as

well as to their oat-meal bread ; which is

prefented at every table, in thin triangu-

lar cakes, baked upon a plate of iron,

called a girdle; and thefe, many of the

natives, even in the higher ranks of life,

prefer to wheaten-bread, which they have

bere in perfeCtion—You know we ufed to

- vex poor Murray of Baliol-college, by
afking, if there was really no fruit but

turnips in Scotland ?——=Sure_enough; I

have
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have feen turnips make their appearances
ot as a defert, but by way of hors

wavres, or whets, as radifhes are ferved
up betwixt more fubftantial difhes in
France-and Italy; but it muft be obferv-
«ed, that the turnips of this country are
as much fuperior in fweetnefs, delicacy,
and flavour, to thofe of England, as'a
mufk-melon is to the flock of 'a common
cabbage. They are fmall and conical, of
a yellowith colour, with a very thin fkin 3
and over and above their agr@eable tafe,
are valuable for their antifcorbutic qua-
lity—As to the fruit now in feafon, fuch
a5 cherries, goofeberries, and currants,

_there is no want of them at Edinburgh ;
and in the gardens of fome gentlemen,
who live in this _nc'xghbour'nood, there'is..
now a very favourable appearance ‘of
apricots, peaches, nectarines, and even
grapes; Day, I have feen 'a very fine
“fhew of pine-apples within a few miles
of this metropolis. Indeed we have no
reafon to be furprifed at thefe particulars,
when we confider how little difference
there is, in fack, betwixt this climate and
that of London.

All the remarkable places in the city
and its avenues, for ten miles around, we
have vifited much to_ our fatisfaction. In

' the
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the Caftle are fome royal -apartments,
where the fovereign occafionally refided ;
and here are carefully preferved the re-
galia of the kingdom, confifting of a
crown, faid to be of great value, a fcep-
tre, and a {fword of ftate, adorned with
jewels—Of thefe fymbols of fovereignty,
the people are exceedingly jealous—A
report being fpread, during the fitting of
the union parliament, that they were re-
moved to London, fuch a tumult arofe,
that the lord commiffioner would have
been torn in pieces, if he had. not pio-
duced them for the fatisfaction of the po-
pulace.

The palace of Holyrood-houfe is an
elegant piece of architeGture, but funk in
an obfcure, and, as I take it, unwhole-
fome bottom, where one would imagine
it had been placed on purpofe to be con-
cealed.  The apartments. are lofty, but
unfurnithed ; and as for the pictures of
the Scottith kings, from Fergus I. to
king William, they are paultry daubings,
moftly by the fame hand, painted.cither
from the imagination, or porters hired
to fit for the purpofe. All the diverfions
of. London we enjoy at Edinburgh,. in a
fmall compafs. Here is a well condu&t-
ed concert, in which feveral gentlemen

per~
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perform on different inftruments—The
Scots are all muficians—Every man you
meet plays on the flute, the violin, or
violoncello; and there is one nobleman,
“whofe compofitions are univerfally ad-
mired—Our company of actors is very
tolerable; and a fubfcription is mow on
foot for building a new theatre; but their
affemblies pleafe me above all other pub-

tic exhibitions.
We have been at the hunter’s ball,
“where T was really aftonifhed to fee fuch
" a number of fine women—The Englifh,
- who have never croffed the Tweed, ima-
* gine erroncoufly, that the Scotch ladies,
are not remarkable for perfonal attrac-
tions; bur, I can declare with a fafe con-
fcience, I never faw fo many handfome
females together, as were aflembled on
this occafion, At the Leith races, the
beft company comes hither from the're-
moter provinces; fo that, 1 fuppofe, we
had all the beauty of the kingdom ‘con-
centrated as it were into one focus s
which was ‘indeed fo vehement, that
my heart could hardly refitt its power— -
Between friends, it has fuftained * fome
damage from the bright eyes of the
charming mifs R n, whom I had the
honour to dance with at the ball—The
coun=
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_the countefs of Melvile atracted all Giies,
and the admiration of all prefent —She
was accompanied by the agrecable mifs
Grieve, who made many conquefts; nor
-did my fifter Liddy pafs unnoticed in the
affembly—She is become a toaft at Edin-
burgh, by the name of ‘the fair Cam-
.brian, and has already been the occafion
of much’ wine-thed; but the poor girl
met with'an accident_at the ball, which

has given us great difturbance, i
" A young gentleman, the exprefs image
of that rafcal Wilfon, went up to afk her
to dance a minuet; and his fudden ap-
pearance thocked her fo much, that fhe
fainted away—I call Wilfon a rafcal, be-
_caule, if he bad been really a gentleman,
with honourable intentions, “he would
_have, ere now, appeared in his own cha-
-1acter—I muft own, my blood boils with
indignation when I think of that fellow’s
refumption; and Heaven confound me
if I don’t —But I won’t be fo womanifh as
10 rail—Time will, perhaps, furnifh oc-
eafion—Thank God, the caufe of Lid-
dy’s diforder remains a fecret. The lady
direétrefs of the ball, thinking fhe was
overcome by the heat of the place, had
her conveyed to another room, where
the. foon recovered fa well, as to return
g HPVRLSE s o
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and join in the country dances, in which
the Scotch laffes acquit themfelyes with
fuch fpirit and agility, as put their part-
ners to the height of their mettle—1 be-
lieve our aunt, Mrs, Tabitha, had en-
tained hopes of being able to do fome
execution among the cavaliers at this af~
{fembly She had been feveral days in
confultation with milliners and mantua-
makers, preparing for the occafion, at
which fhe made her appearance in a full
{uit of damafk, fo thick and heavy, that
the fight of it alone, at this feafon of the
year, was fufficient to draw drops of {weat
from any man of ordinary imagination—
She danced one minuet with our friend,
Mr. Mitchelfon, who favoured ber fo far,
in the fpirit of hofpitality and politenefs
and fhe was called out a_fecond time by
the young laird of Ballymawhawple, who,
coming in by accident, could not readily
find any other partner; but as the firft
was a married man, and the fecond pay-
ed no particular homage to her charms,
which were alfo over-looked by the reft
of the company, fhe became diffatisfied
and cenforious—At fupper, fhe obferved
that the Scotch gentlemen made a very
good figure, when they were a_little im-
proved by travelling; and therefore it

was
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was pity they did not all take the benefit
of going abroad—She faid the women
were aukward, mafculine creatures; that,
in dancing, they lifted their legs like fo
many colts; that they had no idea of
graceful motion, and put on their cloaths
in a frightful manner: but if the truth
muft be told, Tabby herfelf was the moft
ridiculous figure, and the worft drefled
of the whole aflembly—The neglet of
the male fex rendered her malcontent
and peevith; fhe now found fault with
every thing at Edinburgh, and teized her
brother to leave the place, when fhe was
fuddenly reconciled to it on a religious
confideration There is a feét of fana-
tics, who have {feparated themfelves
from the eftablithed. kirk, under the name
of Seceders—They acknowledge no carth-
ly head of the church, rejeét lay-patron-
age, and maintain the methodift do@rines
of the new birth, the new light, the ef-
ficacy of grace, the infufficiency of works,
and the operations of the fpirit. Mirs.
Tabitha, attended by Humphry Clinker,
was introduced to one of their conven-
ticles, where they both received much
edification; and fhe has had the good
fortune to come acquainted with a pious
Chriftian, called Mr. Moffat, who is very

3 : power-
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powerful in prayer, and often affifts her
in private exercifes of devotion.

1 never faw fuch a concourfe of gen-
teel company at any races in England, as
appeared on the courfe of Leith—Hard
by, in the fields called the Links, the
cirizens of Edinburgh divert themfelves
at a game called golf, in which they ufe
2 curious kind of bats, tipt with horn,
and fmall elaftic balls of leather, ftuffed
with feathers, rather lefs than tennis
balls, but of a much harder confiftence
—_This they ftrike with fuch force and
dexterity from one hole to another, that
they will fly to an incredible diftance. Of
this diverfion the Scots are fo fond, that
when the weather will permit, you may
{ec a multitude of all ranks, from the fe-
nator of juftice to the loweft trade(men,
mingled together in their fhirts, and fol-
lowing the balls with the utmoft eager- |
nefs—Among others I was fhewn one
particular fet of golfers, the youngeft of
whom was turned of fourfcore They
were all gentlemen of independent for-
tunes, who had amufed themfelves with
chis paflime for the beft part of a cen-
tury, without having ever felt the leaft
alarm from ficknefs or difguft s and they
never went to bed, without having each
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the beft part of a gallon of claret in bis
belly. Such uninterrupted exercife, co-

operating with the keen air from the - |

fea, mufty without all doubt, keep the
appetite always on edge, and fteel the
conftitution againft all the common -at-
tacks of diftemper.

The Leith races gave occafion to an-
other entertainment of a very fingular na-
ture—There is at Edinburgh a fociety or
corporation of errand-boys, called caw-
dies, who ply in the ftreets at night with
paper lanthorns, and are very fervice-
able in carrying meflages—Thefe fellows,
though fhabby ‘in their appearance, and
rudely familiar in their addrefs, are won-
derfully acute, and fo noted for fidelity,
that there is no inflance of a cawdy’s hav-
ing betrayed his truft—Such is their in-
telligence, that they know, not only eve-
ry individual of the place, but alfo every
firanger, by that time he has been four
and twenty hours in Edinburgh; and no
tranfaction, even the moft private, can
efcape their notice ~They are particular-
1y famous for their dexterity in executing
one of the funétions of Mercury ; though,
for my own part, I never employed them
in this department of bufinefs—Had I oc-
cafion for any fervice of this nature, my

own
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owns manyArchy M¢Alpine, is as well
qualiﬁéq as ¢’er- a cawdic in Edinburgh ;
and | am much miftaken, if he has not
been heretofore of their fraternity. Be
that as it may, they refolved to give a
dinner and a ball at Leith, to which they
formally invited all the young noblemen
and gentlemen that were at the racess
and this invitation was reinforced by an
affurance that all the celebrated ladies of
pleafure would grace the entertainment
with their company.—1 received a card
on this occafion, and went thither with
half a dozen of my acquaintance.~In a
large hall the cloth was laid on a long
range of tables joined together, and here
the company feated themfelves, to the
number of about fourfcore, lords, and
lairds, and other gentlemen, courtezans
and 'cawdies mingled together, as the
{laves and their mafters were in the time
of the Saturnalia in ancient Rome.—The
toaftmafter, who fat at the upper-end,
was one Cawdie Frafer, a veteran pimp,
diftinguifhed for his humour and fagacity,
well known anl much refpected in his
profeffion by all the guefts, male and fe-
male, that were here affembled.—He had
befpoke the dinner and the wine: he had

Vour. IL M ‘taken
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taken care that all his brethren thould ap-
car in decent apparel and clean linen 3
and he himfclf wore a periwig with three
tails, in honour of the feftival,.—1I affure
you the banquet was both elegant and
plentiful, and feafoned with 2 thoufand
fallies, that promoted a general {pirit of
mirth and good humour.—After the de-
fert, Mr. Frafer propofed the following
toafts, which I don’t pretend to explain.—
« The beft in Chriftendom.”—¢ Gibb’s
¢ contract.”—<¢ The beggar’s bennifon.”
< King and kirk.”—¢ Great-Britain
¢ and Ireland.” —~Then filling 2
bumper, and turning to me, ¢ Mefter
¢« Malford (faid he), may 2’ unkindnefls
¢ ceafe betwixt John Bull and his fifter
£ Moggy.”——'The next perfon he fingled
out, was a .nobleman who had been
long abroad —¢ Ma lord (cried Frafer),
¢ herc’s a bumper to all thofe noblemen
«¢ who have virtue enough to fpend their
< rents in their ain countray.”—He af-
terwards addrefled himfelf to a. member
of parliament in thefe words :—¢< Mefter
¢ _1’m fure ye’ll ha nae objeétion to my
¢ drinking, Difgrace and dule to ilka
¢ Scot, that fells his confcience and his
< yote”—He difcharged a third farcafm
at
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~at a perfon very gaily drefled, who had
~tifen from fmall beginnings, -and made a
. confiderable fortune at play.— Filling his
. glafs, and calling him by name, ¢ Lang
_< life (faid he) to the wylic loon that
.. gangs a-field with a toom poke at his
¢ lunzie, and comes hame with a fack-
¢ full of filler.” All thefe toafts being
received with loud burfls of applaufe,
" Mr. Frafer called for pint glaffes, and
filled his own to the brim : then ftanding
up, and all his brethren following his ex-
ample, ¢ Ma lords and gentlemen (cried
¢ he), here is a cup of thanks for the
¢ great and undeferved honour you have
¢¢.done -your poor crrand-boys this day.”
. —So faying, -he and they drank off their
glafles in atrice, and, quitting their feats,
‘ took their fiation each behind one of the
other guefts ;  exclaiming, ¢ Noo we're
¢ your honours cawdies again,”

The nobleman who had bore the firft
brunt of Mr, Frafer’s fatire, objeéted to
his abdication.  He faid, as the company
was affembled by invitation from the
cawdies, he expected they were to be en-.
tertained at  their expence. * By no
 means, my lord (cried Frafer), I wad
¢ na be guilty of fic prefumption for the-

M2 " wide
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. & wide warld—I never affronted a. gen-
"¢ tleman fince I'was born; and fure a
"« this age, I wonnot offer an indignity. to
- ¢ fic an honourable conwvention.” ¢ Well:

s (faid his lordfhip), as you have expend-

"¢ ed fome wit, you have a right to fave

~ ¢ your money.  You have given me good.

<& counfel, and I take it in good part.” As:

: % you have voluntarily gpitted your fear,,

~ & T will take your place with the leave of

- ¢ the good company, and. think myfelf”
« happy to be hailed Fatber of  1he Feaft>”

'~ He was forthwith cle€ted into the chair,.
and complimented in a bumper in his:
new character:

_ The claret continued to circulate with-
out interruption, till the glaffes feemed to-
dance upon the table, and this, perhaps,
was.a hint to the ladies to call for mufic—
At cight in the evening the Ball began in.
another apartment : at midnight we went
to fupper, but it was broad day before. I
found the way to.my lodgings; and, no
doubt, his lordfhip had a fwinging bill
to difcharge.

" In fhort, I have lived fo riotoufly for

* fome weeks, that my uncle begins to be
alarmed on the fcore of my conftitution,
and very ferioufly obferves, ehat all his

: own:
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-own infirmities are owing, to fuch exceffes:
indulged in his youth—Mrs. Tabitha fays.
it would be more for the advantage of my
foul as well as body,. if inftead of. fre--
quenting thefe fcenes. of debauchery, . I
would accompany Mr. Moffat and her to.
Hear a' fermon of the reverend Mr.
M<Corkindale.—Clinker often exhorts
me, with a groan, to take care of my
precious health ;, and even Archy M¢Al-
pine, when he happens to. be overraken
(which is oftener the cafe than I could
wifh), reads me a long leGure upon tem-
perance and fobriety ; and is fo very wife:
and fententious, that, if I could. provide
him with.a profeflor’s chair, I would will-
ingly give up the benefit of his admoni-.
tions and fervice together ; for I was tu-.
tor-fick at alma mater.. :
I am not, however, fo much engroffed’
by the gaities of Edinburgh, but that I
find time to make parties in the family
way.—We have not only feen all the vil-
las and villages within ten miles of the ca-
pital, but we have alfo croffed the Firth,
_which is an arm of the fea feven miles
broad, that divides Lothian, from . the
thire, or, as the Scots call ir,  the
kingdom of Fife, There is a number of
M 3 large:
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large open fea-boats that ply on this pawf-
“fage from Leith to Kioghorn, which is a
‘borough onthe other fide., In one of
“thefe our whole family embarked three
days ago, excepting my fifter, who, being
“exceedingly fearful of the water, was left
“to the care of Mrs. Mitchelfon. . ‘We had
an eafy and quick paffage into Fife, where
we vifited a number of poor towns on the
“fea-fide, including St. Andrews, which is
the fkeleton of a venerable city ; but we
were much better pleafed with fome noble
“and elegant feats and caftles, of® which
“there is a great mumber in that part of
Scotland.  Yefterday we took boat again
“ on our return'to Leith, with fair wind and
“agreeable weather; but vwe had not ad-
“vanced half-way when the fky was fud-
denly overcaft, -and the wind changing,
blew directly in our teeth; fo that we
were obliged to turn, or tack the reft of
the way. In a word, the gale increafed
“to a ftorm of wind and rain, attended with
“fuch a fog, that we could not fee the
“town of Leith, to which we were bound,
nor' even’ the caftle of Edinburgh, not-
* withftanding its high fituation. It is not-
1o be doubted but that we were all alarm-
ed on this occafion, And at the fame
e - time,
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“time, moft of the paflengers were. feized
~with a naufea that produced violent retch-
ings. My aunt defired her brother to
_order the boatmen to put back to King-
horn, and this expedient he actually pro-
pofed ; but they affured him there was no
danger. Mrs. Tabitha finding them ob-
finate, began to fcold, and infifted upon
my uncle’s exerting his authority as a
juftice of the peace.” Sick and peevith as
he was, he'could not help laughing at this
‘wife propofal, telling her, that his com-
miffion did not extend fo far, and, if it
did, he fhould let the people take their
own way; for he thought it would be
_great prefumption in him to dire¢t them
in the exercife of their own profeffion.
Mrs. Winifred Jenkins made a .general
clearance with the affiftance of Mr. Hum-
phry Clinker, who_joined her. both in
‘prayer and ¢jaculation.—As he took it for
‘granted that we thould not be long in this
world, he offered. fome {piritual confola-
tion to Mrs. Tabitha, who rejected it with
great difguft, bidding him keep his fer-
mons for thofe who had leifure to hear
fuch nonfenfe.—My uncle fat recollected
in himfelf, without fpeaking; my man
Archy, had recourfe to a brandy-bottle,
with which he made-fo free, that T ima-
: gined
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gined he had fworn to die of drinking
“any thing rather than fea-water: but the
“brandy had no more effe upon him in
the way of intoxication, than if it had
been fea-water in good earneft.—As for
myfelf, T was too much engrofled by the
dficknefs at my ftomach, to think of any
thing elfe—Meanwhile the fea fwelled
mountains high, the boat pitched with
fuch violence, as if it had been going to
pieces ; the cordage rattled, the wind
roared; the lightning flathed, the thun-
“der bellowed, and the rain defcended in. -
a deluge—Every time the veflel was put
about, we thip’d a fea that drenched us
all to the fkin.—When, by dint of turn-
ing, we thought to have cleared the pier
head, we were driven to leeward, and:
then the boatmen themfelves began to.
fear that the tide would fail before we-
dhould fetch up our lee way = the next
trip, however brought us into {mooth:
water, and we were fafely landed on the
quay, about one o’clock in the afternoon.
—% To be fure (cried Tabby, when the
< found herfelf on terra firma), we muft
¢ all have perifhed, if we had not beem:
< the particular care of Providence,”—
¢ Yes (replied my uncle), but L am much:
s of the honeft highlander’s mind—af-

Lot <1

s
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& ter he had made fuch a paffage as this:
¢ his friend told him he was much in-
¢ debted to Providence ;—¢ Certainly
¢ (faid Donald), but, by my faul, mon,
« I'fe ne’er trouble Providence again,, fo
¢ long as-the brig of Stirling ftands.”—
You muft know the brig, or bridge of
Stirling,. ftands above twenty miles up the
river Forth, of which this is the outlet—
1 don’t find that our ’fquire has fuffered
in his health from this adventure; but
poor Liddy is in a peaking way—I'm
afraid this unfortunate girl is uneafy in
her mind ; and this apprehenfion diftracts
me, for fhe is really an amiable creature.

We fhall fet out to-morrow or next day
for Stirling and Glafgow; and we pro-
pofe to. penetrate a little way into the
Highlands, before we turn our courfe to
the fouthward—In the mean time, com-
mend me to all our friends round Carfax,
and believe me to be, ever yours,

Edinburgh,

J. MELFORD:
Aug. 8.

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME.
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