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TRICKS of LONDON
LAID OPEN.

ntend to expofe the town to you, -as our fathers of
I old were wont to do to theii children, to wean them
betimes from the wicious inclination to wine and debau-
chery. I intend to lead yow from one feat of z&ion to
snother, and give you a fhort view of moft of the dange-
reus tricks and villainies which you will coafequently he
expofed 10 when you cemse to it.

- As 1o the town itfelf, < 'Tis a kiad of large foreft of
i wild besfts, where moft of us range aboutat a veature
¢ and are equally favage, and mouwally defiractive one
“* of another.” [ wilh it werg poflib'e to give you a dif-
tant view of the flate and manner of it. [ am confident
the fpectacle (if you were not really bewitched) would be
fo horridly odious and ungratefol, that you'd have fmall
Toft to come at it, notwithftanding the fary of your pre~
fent inclination. -~

e firlt thing that you'd be encountered with, would
be the difinal profpe of wniverfal pavery, and crowds of
milerable either racked with their own guilt or
folly, or groaning under the Bintelenble want of bread,
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4 THE TRICKS OF LONDON

or mad, or infatuated by oppreflion; or defperate by a
100 quick feafe of a continued infelicity : here you'd fee
vs all'generally bufied to trepan, undermine, and deceive
one another, which we are forced o do to make good
our miftaken pretence to a life of fenfuality and delight.

If you catt your €ye upon the court, you will fee but
few there but fatterers and hypocrites, except it be fome
nautious creatares tha are only fixed there for fhew, and
indeed are fit for nohing elfe.

If you look into Wefiminfier Hall, among the lawyers,
there’ll you’ll- be entertaned with little elfe bat hi-eous
complaints for want of money and butnefs, and find
them all fo four and i) natured, that you can hardly
fpeak o any of them without endangering your nofe,
kook-among the. religious pretenders, and you: will fee
them in the \ery fame condition, all furioufl;"hating, and
uncharitably cenfuring one saother, foa, ping fnariing,
grinning, and biting, and almoft every party » ifhing ail
the reft dambped, but juft thofe few that agree with them
in their own opinion and jutgment -

Obferve the fhops, aod yeuw'll fee an unive:fsi difcentent
and melancholy hanging in the faces of their ef; edl ve
®wners. . You would fie'sll thefe things, and'in “ny other
unpleafant and tormenting ‘obje@ts, And what lenfibe
man then would not be m ghtily rejoic d and fatishied that
hi: better fortune hath r moved him from hence, cut of

~the noite and participation of ali thofe evils and calamities

and be conflantly alarmed, afraid and difturbed, toat fume
crofs and malicious accident fhould ferve him hither ? { od-
fider, |1 be'esih you, what are the advar tage: and goods
of this town, that can give you any jiit reafon o be fo
fond of it; or what evils 1n the cou. ry that can rerder it
{3 edions and cknoxious to you, and' eaga.e'you to for
fzke it in fuch hurry, .

- Finit then, 0 tell you my “thoughts, in thort, I'm
afiaid your chief argonient ‘on leaving: the country wi'l be
this, viz. That you have 'too much_time wpin your
hands, and to be 1id of it, you will venture to hazard
yourfeif. your eftate, health, hberty, and retirement,
and all (orfcdmﬁmy;'huy-. “what is worle, take'in the af-

* fitance ot toilfome and laborious vice, ‘and c.l it by the

falle name of pleafure, rather  than be idle, And«éb:ﬁ'
* p ‘ o
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LAID OPEN. 5

Could the country afford you no inftruments for relief in
this cafe 7 Had you no books to divert you, nor no op-
portamities to come at any ?  Lam conifident Lincolnthire
cid not ufe 10 be fobarren ; 1 have often hedrd your good
old fath.r fay, that you never wanted innceent diverfions
there, and that a country gentleman might make his paf-
fage through human life in that country, with as much
eate and faiisfaion as in any part of the woild befide 3
but the feene is altered now, it fiems your father was @
dut, old phlegmatic fellow, and only hugged himf:if in
a litle old-fathioned country happinefs,  litt'c good,
honeft, downright houle-keeping, &c. all which in thefe
Ja tee days, are grown ihe fcorn and averfion of our new-
futhioned gentry. 4
. A gentleman here isin the main 2 creature that is com>
pofed of nothing: but plezfare and idlenefd, and thinks he
hath liske elfe to do inthe town but to make his paftime
iniit, 1 will give you a fhort account how fome of our
bred city gentlemen manage their time, and th.n leave you
to, make your own inference. AT
In this town we have three diftiné forts of idle coms
panions, whichmay be p:operly differenced by the refpec-
tive titles of Sots, Beaus, and Gamcfers; ‘and perhaps it -
may not be much amifs if 1 trouble you with a fhort cha-
rafter of each of them, as far as it is confiftent with my
prefeat defign. At worfk, it will either divert or caution
you; and if it does but one of them, 1 am fatisfied.

»

_ THE TRUE CHARACTER
2 OF A SOT.

- Sot is a kind of fluggifh, £lthy animal, that by &
inued courfe of Jewdnefs and debauchery, bas

entirely razed out the poodly impreflion Nature at firfk
made upon bim ; and is degenerated in the frifieft fenfe,
from a man toa be f H; is diftingvimable from the r'tkf
2 o
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6 THE TRICKS OF LONDON

of hi§ fpecies, both: by his fmell, garb, thape, and af.
Peét: you may diicern him by hisd rty hands and iace,
his foul linen, fore €y-s, flinking breath, and twenty
other badges of bis charafter, which he conftantly earries
abouthm.” His method of living is generally thus—

About twelve or one he commonly rifes, and when be
bas carelefsly hasg on his €quipage, he fteers his courfe
di edy for the tavern; and 10 quench the flames of his
Jaft night's debauchery, calls firft for a cooler of white-
Wine and ale mixed together, and when he has taken a
fwinge or two of that, he fends for the mafter of the
houfe— Faith, fars he \with a-kind of vawiry) I was
damnatle diunk J.ft night, and my fiomach is a fittle an-
eafy this morning ; I thivk we had beft try whata quart
of heek for a wer will do, By the time "this is drank,
ard perhaps another, and a Pipe or two of tobaceo fmoked
into the bargain, in comes the dimner. If he can eara
bit, but it is ten to one whether he can or not ; however,
be can drink es well a the bek of them, and therefore fits
duwn with them for compzny. Here the half flafk muft
be called for in courfe, and the good mifkrefs of the houfe’s
bezlth began in a bumper, with fo many other endearin
healths, thatiit is ten to one but he is more than hlf feas
+over before the cloih is laid,

If he can get any body to bear him company, here he
fixes, till he is fo thoroughly crunk thar a pofle of draw<
ers.and porters are forced to be called in to lug him intoa
«hair, or coach, to carry him ou: of harms way to hi- own
lodgings. Bur if he cin prevail with nobody to do him -
the favour to ftay here, and be drunk with him, then in a
fort of hazj condition he blunders to the play houfe,
(ihe general p ace of rendezvous) where he fleeps, farts,
and fnks, for an hoar or two, and fo r. tuins psrhaps to
bis former vomit, The pit know him wel', and keep as
far cut of his reach as-they can, efpecially the beaus;
for it he chance to fall foul of one of ttem, he certainly
ruins Lim for that vogage, or at [ealt forces him, upon
the incoavenienc: 5> to fleer to tne pext barber’s {hop, -tg
Fewhig and 'm ndify, Perhaps fome nniiqu-‘ug v\h:;eé
r want of a beuer adventure,
0ad; and if fhe cam,

byt




LAID OPEN, $

but on-e decoy him to a tavern, fhe plies him fo very
warmly, that fhe foon makes him quite drpnk, then dex= ~
seroufly picks his pocket, and {o leaves him.

And this is the way a g eat many of thefe fort of gen-
try pafs away their lives, till an habitual courfe of fot~
tifhnefs and debauchery hath either made them infenfible,
or thrown them into a fever, or fome other dangerous
diftemper, which carries them off entirely; or at leaft
brings the gout, flone, gravel, ftranguary, or fome fuch
thing upon them, by which the whole remainder of
their lives is rendered bitter and uncomfortable.

But, Sir, 1 remember the caution you gave me in your
Taft, i.e to m:ke my letters as fhort ax% could; and fo
I'll give the charaller of the other two idle companions in
my next.

AN RN AR AT

G AL R ASCHT B RS
OF A BEAU AND GAMESTER,

= TOGETHER WITH,

Some fhort RefleCtions upon Idlenefs in
5 general.

The CaaracTer of a BEAU.
BEAU is a creature of a nature fo different and
“\ difagree.ble 1o the former, that you’d hardly take
him to be of the fame fpecies, and his time cut out to
quite contrary ufes; fome of it is fpent in the idle purfuit

- of modesand fafhions, in contriving his cloaths, and put-

ting them on'to the moft advantage: another-part of his |
tirae is confumed in admiring himfclf, or projefting to be’
admired by others, and the reft in bearing of flatteries,

. reflefting and ruminating upon them. The firft three
3 s

hows -
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THE TRICKS OF LONDON

hours of every day are conftantly dedicated to the fetting
his wig and cravat, rolling. his ftackings, redening his
lips, and painting his nauf ous phiz, and the like,

When he thinks he ha: managed h'm'elf in the beft or-
der as may be, perhaps he ft Iks majellicaily tothe coffee
houfe, where he teazes fomebody w th an hour’s imperti~
nence, drinks his dith of tea, and is laughed at, and then
forfooth, he muft hive a chair called, to carry him toa
ady (it may be, who does him only the honour, after
all, to let- him dine with her cogs asd her Abigail; or
perhaps, if fhe beina very good bumour, and wants a
little {port, will admit him to the favour to play a game at
cards with her, till fhe has won his money, and made
him the common buffoon to the company, t-en the dif-
mifitshim with a jet. From hence, perhaps, he march-
€s.to another, and tells h ra thoufund fiories———how
kind my lady w———— wa: to him, what a plentifal
dinner they had, and how carneilly the prefled him to flay
Langer with her: ia fhort, s ten o one but his company
grows ungratefal there too. Lades don’ often love fuch.
fools, that are fit for nothing clfé but to be fluck upina
garden'to ftight the birds from' ihe frvit; and fo o be rid
of h:m, one of the maids has the fizn given her to take
bim afide, and tell him that her milirefs expedts v fitors,
and his company won’t be convenient.

From heace, it may be, he waiks to the play- houfe,
where his chief bufinefs is to obferve_the ladies in the
boxes, and to expofe himfelf to them,. When the play
is done, he paces himfelf ot one of the doors of the
hoofe, and fands ready-to offer his hand to help them fe-
verally into their cozches; if there be ever a one that wilt
take him bome wi:h he, well and good; if not, by the
help of a link, he picks his way to the Groom Porters,
where he lolls about for anather hou. or two, and, then
the bufirefs of the dayis done with him. If there beany
biok-n intervals, which cannot be fo well devoted to
thefe fet and folema fopperics, tﬁof’eﬂlr@ cfogumun!y glean-
ed up by fome oiher infignificant trifles; {o that the main_
i dou{ufe_g; rothing cifs gp?{g@m‘;md,kgrof;
DAL G e il bt
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LAID OPEN. 9

i THE

CHARACTER

OF A
G A M E S T E K

A_Gamener is a fort of compofition of Foth thefe to-

gether, half Sot, balf beay; and i his natwre and

conflitution, worfe than either of them. Indced, | wardt
aname for him; and if he.be a profefled gamefler, and
bas taken op the trade purely for a livelihood, he’s no
more fit to be admitied into the fociety of counyy gentle-
men, than a mad dog is to be turned loofe into a kennel of
beagles; whese if be fets his venomous teeth into any of
thein, they confequently run mid too, and fo are fit for
nothing but to be wormed or hanged, to prevent theiin=
fetion of the reft of the company. 'Tbefs, forfocth,
range the town in the parb snd wnder: the charaéte sof:
gentlemen; and indeed feme of them are origina'ly o,
bat then in their pradtices th-y are not only a reproachito
their family, bue (o their tite 100, 'Tis a worthy eme
ployment for a genteman —is it not? To thake it his
bufinefs 1o find out young heirs of mach wealth, and lit-
}le prudence, and to rook them ot play, orentangle them
into furytithip, or perhaps betray them into fome mean
and uncqual matches. - 5 Bt
This is their common pracicz; and when they have hit
of fuch a one, they feize upon him with asmuch eager-
nefs, and obferve him with the fame joy, as a va'tore
does the fall of a carcafs. . But I fhall have other oppor-
tunities to fpeak of them in their proper places, and
therefore Ull wave them now. As to the gentlemen who
ufe gaming as their ordinary method to fquander away.
their time, their -ufual caffom is this—to fpend their
mosning at the Tenais Court, their afternoon at ithe
Bowling Green, their, evening at the Play houfe ; from
7 thence :o»zheir»mmg_eﬁ; from her to the Groom Porter's;
fiom the Grocm Po ter’s to she Tavern ; and from thence
- g perhaps,

.
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tee THE TRICKS OF LONDON

perhaps (if they don’t commit fome outrages, that obliges

the watch to fecure them from farther mifchief) abou:

“four or five in the morning they get drunk to bed.

In fhort, Sir, a Gamefter is a compofition of almoft
all the vices of the toewn jumbled tagether: his ordinary
diale@ is fwearing and curfing, and his occupation folely
depends upon lying, falthood, and perjary. Hlis life s
a perfect lottery and hazard table ; to-day he’s an Efquire
and fo proud and infoleat nobody can fpeak to him; to-
morrow he’s a beggar, and as meek as a iamb, and bue
lend bm a guinea to fet him up, you may fay or do
what you will to bim. To have done with him his
time is fo equally divided between vice, folly, and im-
pertinence, and eommonly fo taken up and foreftalled by
bis defigns and projects, and which wiy to manage his
chears and adventores ; or, at lestt, he isfo haraffed and
fatiguea with his lofies and dif ppeintments, that his
whole though:s, and that together, are loft in the hurry.
And thus he lives an abfolute flave, and dies a perfeét
wretch, *

. You. fee, Sir, how thele fort of fparks apply their
fime; and truly, moft of yeur country gentlemen, that
comes to London, purely to fpend their money to fee
fathions, fall under one of thefe denominations. . Well,
what can make men, geutemen efpecially, (that are
diftinguithed by feveral extraordinary advactages from
the reft of their kind) foffer themfeives o be impofed
upon by thefe kind of follies, I know not: idlenefs is
‘certainly the gr.nd cau'e; and, according to that com-
mon principle of nature, they muft be doing mifchief
when they can find no other employ. Bur then, has
virtue loft her prerogative? s the grown in this laft age
%o old and deformed, that fhe his quite loff ail her charms
and endearmen:s? No, no, my friend, fhe is fiill the
fame, as charming and as beautiful as ever—The world is
grown werfe, ’tis true, but virtue never changes.  If yon

would but s&uate your own reafon, and dif enchant

yourfelf from this aulucky refolation, yowd foon find
fhe’d propofe a mehod to you, both todelight and direét
you in . your country life, a thoufand times beyond any
thing in the molt guitful fenfualitics the city can pretend

: A o
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LAID OPEN. 11

To fum ap all, there is a kind of joftice that obliges a
gentleman to ftay in the country and live upon his eftate;
this he fhou!d do, not only for the fake of charity and
hofpitality, but likewife upon the account of his poor
neighbours and tenants, to whofe fweat and labour a great
part of the profits and advantages of his land is owings
They, I'm fare, fhould be encouraged, fupported, acd
aflited——But, how can thaibe, when the whole profits
muft be fent np to fupport the grandesr, equipage, and
extravagance of a lewd town? And %ds fome odds, too,
whether the annual rents will do the bufinels or no: itis
very often feen that fuch kind of loxuries and inconfide-
raie methods of lizing, not enly deftroy the crop, but
the foil littewife ; prey. upon the very heart and itals of
an eftate ; and many have flaid fo long in town, ontil
they have hzd nothing left to retire into the country.

There’s much _ to be faid to prove this town to be the
. forge of vanity, a nuifery of vice, a fnare to the young,
a curfe to the old, and a perpetval fpring of new temp-
tations, But I’ve faid enough already; to let you fee my
fen:iments of the matter. My next bufinefs fhali be to
difcover and expofe to you feveral of the moft praétic
and common humours and ticks of it; fome of which
you'll certain'y be encouniered with, alwoit upon your
firlt asrival, ¢

THE

Humours and Tricks of the Playhoufe'
it +are expofed.

AVING fioifhed the firft part of my defign, and,
_ as L faid expofed the town to ycu, as our fathers
were wont to do to their children, I come now to the fe-
cond thing : filt, to lay bofore you fome of the hus
mours, trcks, and cheats of it, which as a young gen-
5 tleman
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12 THE TRICKS OF LONDON

tleman and a firanger, you are in moft danger of ; and
fccondly, tp give you fome general direQions znd advice,
how. you may beft guard yourfelf agairft them. And
firlt, Sir, 1 will. wait upon” you to the piayhoule, (for
thither I’m confidant your inclinations, or curiofity, or
b.th together, will foon lead you) and bear you coms
pany according to the beft-of my judgment, through the
different accigents and ldxenlurcs which, asa firanger,
youmay foon expet to be encovntered with as.foon as
you come there. In our play-houfes at London, befides |
an upper gallery for footmen, coachmen, meéndicants, &e.
we have three other different and diftiné clafles ; the firft
is, calied the boxes, where there is one peculiar to the
King acd Royal Femily, and the reft for the perfons of
Quallty, and for the ladies and-gentiemen of the bigheft
rank, unlels fome fools that bave more money than wit;
3)'- perhaps, more impudence than both, crowd in among
cm. 3

The fecond is called the pit, where fit the wits, judger;
and cenfurers, or, rathe-, or rather the cenfurers, withe
out either wit or judgment, Phefe are the buily judges;
who damnand fink the play 4t a venture. - It is no matter
whether it be good gr bad, bt tis a play, and they are
the judges, and fo it muft be damued, curfed and cens
fured in courfe. In common with thefe fit the Efquires;
Sharpers, Beaus, Bullies, and Wh——s, and here and
there an extravagant male and female Cit. The third is

iflinguifhied by the tit'e of the Middle Gallery, where
the ' Citizens wives ands dan}'gh(e'rs. together with the
journeymen, apprent'ces, ferviog-men, and Abigail, com-
monly take their places; and now and then- fome de-
fponding miflrefles and fuperanvaed poets : into ove of
thele you muft 80; and, conﬁderjng.ynqr circumftances,
Lthink the pit is the moft proper. i F h

Well, when you came there; the eyes of every body
are prefently upon you, efpecially the whores and fharp-
ers, who immediately give out the word, to try if any
body knows you, and if they find you are a firan 21
then a lady in 2 mafk, aliss whore, which (as they e:
Pprefs it} is a good tongue pad, is forthwith detached to
goand found you; and in the mean time & cabal of bul:-
lies 30d fharpers are confulting which way you muft hl:d
Sigis . : Sty 2 mana-
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LAID OPEN 1

fanaged, and pafliog their judgment upon you, The
ledy comes up to you with a kind of formal impudence,
and fixes herfelf as near to you as fhe caa, and then be-

ins fome loofe and impertinent prate, to draw you into
§|rcuur|'e with her.

« Jf fhie finds you a man fit for their turn, and a true
Efquire, with fome fort of fubtle and infinvating civility,
fhe leaves you a lttle, to go and make her report (¢ her
friends and allies, in another part of the pit, who are
earneftly waiting to know the fuccefs of her negociation,
Here fome proper meafures are foon reflolved opon, and
fhe is difpatched to you again wi h new infirutions, and
will be fure to ftick to you until the end of the play;
4nd in all the interludes be conftantly chattering to you,
to ferew herfelf as'far as poffible into your acquaintance
and familiarity.

 When the play is over, fhe certainly marches ost with
you, and, by the way, perhaps, does you the favour to
lec ‘you have a ghm fe of her painted face, &c. If fhe
fees you tak+ no motice ¢f her, and feem infenfible of her
deflgn, fhe comes o 1 clofe parley with you, and muft
eeds know which way you go; be it which way it will,
Her way is the very fame ; and o, to avoid the trouble of
calling another coach, if you'll fet ber dowa, fhe will
give'you a caft fome other night. ~’Tis ten to one but
this is agreed to.: And now {he has got you by her-
fe f, {he begins to ¢ jole and flatter you ; to commend
fome particular part; your (hape, micn, carriage, pood-
nature, and civility: but, above all, the kindnels of
taking ber into your coach ; in confideration of which, if
you'll do her the favour to go home with her to herlodg--
ing, fhll exert her beft endeavours 0 make 'you ample
amends.

When you come thither, the firlt part of the enter-
t.inment is, with her own charater and circumftances,
which Me commenly makes ufe of for an introdaétion of
ebquiry into yours.  When fhe has fully equipped herfelf
with your whole flate and ‘condition,’ if fhe finds yosu
3orrh her trouble, why then fhe’s fo much captivated

ith your ng;nte‘el dtipm‘ment, free difpofition, your even
témper, and converfation, that e muft beg leave to in-

. fift on your company to-morrow to dine with her, ‘And:
s8EY

-

thus
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14 THE TRICKS OF LONDON

thus the train is laid that will effeCtually blow you up and
ruin jou inevit=bly, if you give her a fecond cpportunity
of touching it with the fata: match
You are ha dly gore out of the room when in comes
the reft of the confederacy, a fec of bullies, fharpers, and
whores ; and then the tables are foon turned, and you,
that were but the laft moment one of the moft accom-
plithed perfons in the univerfe, are now made the grand
laughing-flock for the night. Your diefs muft be anato-
mized; your mien and diale& buffooned and ridiculed :
ia fhort, they conclude you fix for nothing but a culley,
and that they refolve, by fome means or other, to make
of you.
Byuk to return again to the Playhoufe. If they find
their whore can do »2 good with yeu, they then try
another expedient. An ingenious gentleman, that is
born weftward of Evg'and, makes up to you; and he,
forfooth, muft k.ow what count.yman you are, or what
is a clock by ycur watch ; or what part of the town you
-lodge ‘in, or where youfup? Thef: fort of iparks are
commonly well ftocked, 1 mean with codfidence and fm-
peitinence, and therefore doa’t fland much upon forms
and ceremonies with you; but, by bis foul, if you'll go
along with him to a tavern, end drink the health of an
honeft gentleman of your coustry, which, perhaps, he
either Koows, or has heard his name, he will take you to
a glafs of the beft winen Lordon. His bufinefs with
you is of the fame nature with the former. If he can
wheedle you thither, firt to mike you drunk, then to
draw you into gaming, and ihen by tne help of his falfe
dice, 1light of hand, and other tricks, (the only aris
that he is mafter of) he foon gets your re:dy morey, and
takes your notes for more; by which means he links you
fo falt, that, without the grearelt cauticn, you are infen=
fibly ruined before you can difirtangle yourlelf, .
But if this doo’t pafs upon you, neither, why then
comes a third; and his bufinels is to draw you into a
quarrel, or, at leaft, to try whether you will fight upon
occafion, and if you won't, th2y naturally conclude that
a coward and a cully are convertible terms, and fo will
~ be conflantly teazing you, until they have gained their,
point.  His way of proeceding wish you, is either l.‘
: trea,
: 2 r
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tread tpon your toes, coughin your face, rofite, crowd,
or difcompofe you. But, after all, if he finds you refei t
this behaviour, and giows rough upon the matter, he in-
fantly flies to his grand refeive, begs your pardon, and
fneaks off. :

When neither of théfe can do your bufinefs, then
comes up a forlern hope, a worthy old matron, deeply
filled in the famous fcience of procuration, and accofts
you, firft with a Scripture phrafe or two, perhaps; or if
fhe finds that ‘don't {o well agree with your palate, for
fome of you country gen:limen are not over fend of
Scripture) fhe changes her difcourfe into bawdy, and fo,
with 4 Lictle of one and the other, and a chuck under the
chin into the bargain, fhe whipers you in the ear, and
tells you in plain terms, fhe perccives you are a Young
country gentleman, and if you bave a mind for a talie
of the .town, fhe lives in Bow Street, Covent Garden;
and if you'll come and fup with her. fhe ‘can fhew you
three or four couple of the choicedt ftrumpets (ladies fhe
calls them) about the town.

You fee, Sir, how natarally thefe beafts of prey hunt
a country iquire; and if they can but once blow bim a
Ditile, that he becomes obnoxious to the herd, they fel-
dom lofe the fcent till they have fet him up (as you
phrafeit) and brought him to a bay, and then they foon
pull him down and mangle him as they wil.

If you can pafs thefe pikes, and come [afe fF from
the Whor , thie Sharper, the Bully, and the Bawd, which
I hope you will do by the afiiftance of the cautions k
bave jult given you, then you’ll be a little at liberty to
look ‘about you, and m ke your obfeivations. The
flage, [ mug own, (till fo many immoral praétices 2nd

. irregularitiest broke in npon it) was originally of admi-

rable ufe and defign.——'Twas a kind of tooking-glafs
20 the nation, where a man of fenfe might form as true
a judgment of the h and inclinations of the bet-
ter fort of the kingdom, as in any part of the town

befides,~——How it came o lofe fo much of its beauty

and ornament in thefe latter years, is no great matier ta
our purpofe. ;

€
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Tf you will come here now, you mauft take it as men
€0 their wives, ‘for. better or worfe. °’Tis_ alieady in a
fate of declenfion; and, for my part, | am not fo much
a friend either to the mob or fanaticks, to give my vote
for its uteer extirpation. To go on then, if it be a new
Pplay, the honfe is commonly very full, efpecia'ly if the
author be a new onc too; upon fich occafions, every.
body that has an inclination for the pla. -houfe, is wil=
liog to gratify his defire with fuch a nevelty.

Though, indeed, I muft confels, when | look into the
Pplays that were wrote formerly, and compare them with
the generality of thofe which have been written here of
late, ‘in my poor judgment, the plots and char. &ers, and
what is more firange, the ftile too, is growa fo-pro-
foundly du'l and flat, thai a man muft have a very geod
appetite who can digeft fuch intolerable trath without a
furfeit.  Well, let it be what it wil, provided it be
ftamped with a new name and a ftrange title, it certainly
raifes the mob, calls together the Who es and Bawds,
the Efquires, Beaus, Cits, Bullies, &c. who come all
crowding in fhoals, to hear what this wonderous new man
<an fay.

The third day, if, by the help of a gocd prologue
and epilogue, good alting, dancing and finging, good
fcenes, and the like, the fickly, balf-got brac can be
kept alive fo long, is commonly the grand day; ten
you may cbferve the peneral humcurs of the houfe. In
one part of it you’ll fee the judges and wi.s, with abua-
dence of bangers on acd interlope s, cenfuring and mif- .
taking the fenfe, if there be any, for nonfenfe, It is
ten to one, if there be any part above the rell, bat fome
of thefe pretending coxcambs unluckily pitch upon toat
for their fubj- & to laugh at.—The reafon ot this is very
plain; perhaps they may know a litie of the Mer.y 4n-
erew parts, the dall jokes and drolis, which at beft are
but the rubbifh: and Jumber of the play; but, for the
flights and extafies, and (he fhining jar s of it, thofe are
utterly out of their elément; and fo, confequently they

- are forced to damn and cenfure them in courfe. becaufe
they don't vnderftand them,. The poor poct mull be
confounded and mavled; and what is & 1l worfe, if there
be ever a fanatick that feis up for a judge, if there is but

: afew
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2 few accidental expreffions that don’t exallly fquare with
his opinion and inclination. ths whole play; upon the
feore of one fingle charalter or paragraph, muft be
eftecmed-a fatyr againft the goverament, and bhave 2n
embargo laid upon it; and the poor author be doomed
a<an enemy to the pub ic, to be taken into cuftody and
whipt, &¢ This, within the fmall compafs of my own
kaowledge, has been the fate of fome of them; avd,
sndced, | heve known one of the beft tragedies that ever
was written, ftopped npon fuch a pigue.

1n anothcer part of the houfe fit the poet’s friends, who
are refolved to carry him off right or wrong; *tis no Mat-
‘ter to them wh ther the play be well or ill done, they’re
engaged, eiher frem friendthip, jutereft, or a patural
fpiric of contradiion, to oppofe the other faQtions ‘and
thofe you’ll obf-rve firaddling upon the feals, hallowing,
c apping, and flouncing, making fuch an impertinent
‘cla ter and noife, and ufiog fo many infolent and indecent
altions, that [ advife you as a friend to keep as far from
them as peffible.

But, what is worle ftill, perbaps, in the very nick of
all, comes in a drunken Lord, withapaty of low coun=
try warriors; o, what is more common, a country ef-

aire, that has lately taken up the noble profefiion of
‘lvvaﬁng and revelilng; and, to fhew their parts and
their courage, raife a qumel,,n}d put the whole hoafe
jn confufion; then you'll fee fine work indeed: the
‘whores tumbling over the feats, and the Efquires and
Beaus tumb'ing after in 2 horrible fright and difo der;
the whole pit’s in arms in a_moment, and every man’s
{word drawn to defend himfelf; fo' that, if the uproar be
mot inftantly fupprefied, it is great odds but there is fome
body mardered. X
" Thefe infurreétions, 1 confels, do not often happen,
and it is well they do not, for if they did they might

~‘even play by themfelves 3 for, who but 3 madman would

run the rifk of being Rtabbed, or trodden to death, te
gratify bimelf with an empty infignificant cariofity ?
“And, indeed, moft of our novel farces’ have liitle elle
but barely that toyeconmend them. -

( :
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But, Sir, if after ll, you will gil) go to the play-
boule, (which I hope wiil be very feldom, efp:cially
When you have any bufinefs of moment to divert or call
you off otherways why then if you'll take a few fhort
inftru@tions along with you, I'm confident, if they do
¥ou no gocd they can do no harm ; at worlt, 1 prefume,
you'll efteem them a well intended impertinence, and
lhﬂ:s the moft pardonable errop of any thing of that

in v

Well then, upon the former provifo, that you have a
few leifure hours that are entirely upon your hands, and
&re refolved to make ufe of the Play.to il up thofe idle
intervals, the beft Way is ©0 fix yourfelf in fome advan-
t3geous part of the Pit, whee with the Jeaft difterbance
and interruplion, you may pat only obferve the action
~and behaviour of the attors, but likewife hear every in-
d vidual part diftinétly, by which means you may be able
'to undertfund the plot and defign of the p'ay, acd to
judge of the feveral chara@ers, and what they drive at;
for unlels you do this, the beft Play that ever was writ-
ten can feem nothing elfe but an empty din of words, and
@ jumble of things fluck together without any manrer of

. order.  ’Tis true, the greateft part of thofe that frequent

.the playhoufe, come thither 0pon a quite different erran

Peibaps to fes the paflionats ,fgy‘e. or hare of fome f”i"
’;’lme‘n, or lady reprefented ; rﬁe,demué}inn of fome
“prince or hero; or the rape of a virgin; or, what js
[more ofual, 1o hear the fing'ng and fee the danc'ng; to
“oblerve fome of the listle drolling humours #nd fcenes,

and fine dreffes of the players: ‘but l_ho'r you would not
1

- herd among fich a mob, 1f this be all you propofe to

yourfelf from the ftage, even fave your monev, ard fiep
“to Moorfields, where a Mountebank znd his Andrew

willdivert you as well. - No, ®0, ir, the true defign of

the flage is ntterly foreign 0 i €. 1o expofe and
_dc(t@!'ﬁh_d!ion and fa@tion, and yice in general, and to
“exalt and commend oyalty, honour and virtie; and
“troly, there s fearcely “a play (if ou take it right)
thit is afted at either of the houfes ja London, but
‘makes fome kind of advance towards one of thefe end,

It is true, that players like the ‘money of a fool as wel]
as they do of the man of fenfe, and in fome mezfure are

5
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26 willing (o pleafe him'with their trifles and baubles, as
divert the other with their encomiums and fatyrs; tho’,
by the way, T muft tell them they had beft take care
that by their farces and drolls, and their Jack-pudding.
tricks, they do not at laft pull their houles upon their
own heads; but it feems they are above advice, and fo I
wen’t go outof my road to trouble my head about them.
Tt is well there are more fools than men of fenfe that are
their coftomers ; if there were not, for all their hufiings;
their fh res mightbe foon drawn into a narrow compafs.—
Well, Sir, to have done with them and the futjeét too, if
you pleafe to obferve what I have told you, with this one
thing more, i. e. never to embark yourfelf, upon any
pretence or account whatfoever, in any of the quarrels,
bumours, intrigues, or faltions of the ftage,”you may
then pas away an hour er two at the-play-houfe, onge in
a month, but no oftener, without any great matter of
hazard, and with fome kind of advantage.*

TH'E
+ TRICKS or sz COCK:PITS,
AND THE

Cheats of Horfe Races and Foot-
Matches are expofed.

AVING difcovered fo many of the cheats snd

4 tricks of the town to you already, you may now
think it high time to wind upon my acsount. T can al-
fore you I have no vanity in reporiing thele matters
they are as odiovs and unpleafint for me to write as they
€an be for you to read. But ftill, Sir, I remember my
wg 3 promife ;.
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20 THE TRIGKS OF LONDON

promife: T engiged to hew a litdle of moft of the fo'lies
and villainies of the town, which as a gentleman and a
ftranger, you are moft in danger of being trapanned, and
impoled upon by, when you come into if. To proceed
then to the reft, for once Vil take you to a cock-match 3
and if you love that diverfion. Ll fhew youa bartle or
two, in order to prove how much our fparks in London
manage their affirs beyond a gentlzman in the coun-
try. 8
Cock-fighting is an ancient, barbarous fort of diverfion,
that for fome years has been of higzh repute, eien among
the Nobility and ch.ef of the Gentry in England : it1s
now, indeed, in a ftate of declination. Gentlemen,
perceiving the conflant charge, folly, and inconvenience
that depended wpon it, have in a great meafure wifely
laid it down. ,

And the fharpers, rocks, and fcoundrels, together
with fome few fools, have taken it up, or ele tre cruel
fport, (for that’s the beft ticle [ can give it, and I think
the beft it deferves) had been happily wern ost and loft,
2nd there had heen an end of it.  For my part, Icanrot
conceive where the great d.veifion of cock fighting licsz
the bear-garden and cock-pit are both alike; and. truly,
ia my judg are bo h inh and I, nei-
ther gives bat liule fatisfacton,  But this is nothing 1o
the purpofe : ‘it pafles under the notion of a barmiefs re-
creation among the reft, the rooks and fharpers get mo-
ney by it, and: therefore well go and fee how their point:
is-nianaged..

Theic fi & bufinefs is to infinvate themfelves, with
bribes, into an acquaintance with the feeders, and to.
learn each ¢ ck’s particular marks, breed, maoner 'nf
fightng, &c, When they are thoroughly equipped with
thefe, and each other intelligence that can give. them the
leat advantage in~ peint of judgment, they make their
be's, but fill their eyes are fixed upon the cock for the:
beuter obfervation of each wound and turn of the battles
2nd moft of the old Cockers are fo extreme fharp and
quick, fighted, in thofe ¢ fes, that for the moft part
shey. can difcover the niceft, advantage, and therefore
cither take or, lay the odds to bring themfelves off, = So far.
it is fir enough.;, every man is to, be commended for

: makin.
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making the mcft of ‘his bufinefs ; and, indeed, it is im-
puflible for them to ufe. their talents in a fair match fur-
ther than this comes 1o, unlefs it be to wrangle off their
bets when loft, and bring fome of their gang to give
falfe judgment, whicly is oo common amongft them.

Al this is but little to their bufinefs 3 for if there was
nothing elfe in it but the advantage in point of judge-
ment, they moft foon be forced to find fome new adven-
tore, or prepare to fight bautles of a different nature.
Their bufinels for the moft part cothes on when the
rand match isoves, (unlels tae whole be one of their
making) then, perhaps, there is a bye-match or two to
divert the company at parting, in order to their inte-
reft.

Here is fet down one of the fharpeft narrow heeled
cocks belonging to thm, againft one they weli know. to
be a perfett flugs and ‘tis ten to one too, to make. all
things fure, but they crack his beak, or thruft 2 pin into
the roof of his mouth, or blunt the point of his gafiles,
or cramp him with a hair about his thigh; for in fuch
cafes all things moft be made fecure on_their fide: but
then the force of their defigns chietly depends on the ma~
naging point, againit their cock comes to be fet down;
in order to which, one of the more reputable fort of
fharpess, offers large bets upon the cock that is to lofe,
and withal feveral fham wagers are laid among them-
felves. . This, fays be, is a brother to the pile that
killed Squire G———"s hen, and my Lord C— ‘s
duck-wing, that won the famous batile 2t New Mar-
ket ; and perhaps be 2 fightly cock, and good in nature

100,

By thefe, and fuch like ftratagems, ’tis odds but there
are feveral fnapped: TFo colour the matter, when the
bufinefs is over, they pretend he received a wound in the
body,-in the fparring blows; and if he had not been ac+
. cidentally difabled, he would without dosbt have won
the battle, and will fight one of the fame brood with
oy cock in England, for an hundred pounds.

T would not wifh; Sir, to be too troublefome with this
kind of floff, bet leave you to judge from this fhort
draught what thefe gentlemen would be ar. Their fole
bufinefs is flut fbarping and rooking ; and if you'il ven-

bl wre
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ture in among(t them. and hazard fome cafh, depend
upon it, if a {tranger, they’ll have fome device, either
fair or foul, to cheat before you part with them,

After all thefe maxims laid down, I cannot conceive
what fhonld induce a gentleman to hazard himfelf and
Icputation among fuch a 8ang of varlets! Where can
the diverfion or felicity be, t0 fee a keonel of deep.
movthed ruffians (ftanding round a pair of foolifh crea-
tures) hailowing,‘ curfing, and (w:zring, whilg they
mangle one another 1o death? This is 2 Vvery unaccouns
table method of difpofing of yourfelf, indeed } Wel ,
Sir, 1 will not trouble you more about it ; you fee how
matters fland, and as there is no ablolute” reafon for
plunging into fuch manifeft inwnvenicnces, even take it
for your pains, and for down with the lofs,

Axnd next for hqrft-ra&ing. Why, that’s in the main,
a cheat as bad, if not worle than the former, for many
an honeft gentleman has been-bubbled ont of his who'e
eftate,  As 1o the great maiches between Noblemen and
Cenl!:men, and the plate matches, &c. that’s al} eaun-
try buiinefs, and don’t fall within the Compafs of my de-
fign; and lam glad it does not, for if it did, | fhould
be apt to mention fomething that would not perhaps
bave agreed fo well with their refpeive chara@ters,

However, if youare for a courfe, and will be betting
with them, take this. among. the reft, that anlefs you

bave a true know edge of the horfe and rider, more ef-

pecial’y the defign of the OWnEr, you.may as well be
taken in by a Joc key, Lord, 9r Efguire, as by an hogt-
ler, or horfi-courfes : and what is worfe, moft not com-
plain peither; if you do, you affront them, and then
- wars will enfue, 2 i

In fhor', T think you bave no great bufinefs to go
among them. But fince we are upgn the ramble, we'll
make a fhort irip to Banfiead lgowm. or Hackneya
marfh, aad fee what company is there. ‘Lhere, § will

warant, if you are for fuch fory of fport, diverfion need .

vot be wanted. Well, [ would not keep you g

among them, for they’re adangerous fet, therefore let it

be remembered, there is not 4 match- in twenty run but

what is a cheat, The beart of the company is. made.up.
of wothing but Jockeys, Houfe-courfers, ﬂeﬂl;u, and
Laiadi : arriers,
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Farricre, w'th fome extravagant Citizen, who are learn-
ing to gailop and manage their racers, againit they are
furced to mount them wpon another occafion.

A genteel cit, who does not ride above ten or eleven
Rone, after he has wilely raced himfelf out of his fhop,
makes as accomplifh.d an highwayman as the beft but-
cher, Coachman, or Hoftler of them all. But, Sir, I
am fure you won't like this company ; befides you have
enough of it in your own country, and therefore welil
leave them to manage their cheats by i-emfelyes, and
make the belt of our way to Hyde Pask, to try if we
<an have any betier diverfion at a fooc-n atch,

Foot racing is jut of the fame na:vre with the former,
only with this difference, that they, rcb on foot, the
other on horfe ack; theoneisa h ghwayman. t'e cther
2 pad: in fhort, the general bufincfs of each is to make
fham maiches, to draw in firangers, and to impofe ppon
them by their villainous cheats .and tricks, which ase
ToW grown fo common and well known in town, ,that
theres few but the rabble take notice of (hcml. 1 ﬂcculg!
.Aave entertained you with fome of their fcandalous fireta=
Rems and s deyices, byt that I think ihiem both be ow. the
£8t and pen of a gentleman. They are only fit for the
Sorrection of the.mob, fo even ler
them, whether 3 hosfernocd,
Work towards their reformarion.

THE

Villainies of Guinea Droppers and”
© " Sweetners are expofed. )

EU,i’.N,"EA ‘drcppigg;:.u; fweetning, isa paltry ‘i:tle

[ cheat, thac was recommended to the world” aboug
€ty y€a 5 ago, by a memorabie ‘gentleman, that has
Y % : nce
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fince had the misfortune to be taken off, T mean banged
for a mifJemeanor wpon the highway. However, he
lefi the myftery behind him, which has cver fince been
managed with p ety good fuccels, by fome of the wor-
thy men:bers of his gang, and. is now imp oved (0 that
high perfettion that ’tis beceme a perfc&@ occupation,
and feveral emarkable perfons live upon it.

The general places where the mafters of this art ren-
dezvous, is in Moo fields, Covent Garden, and in moft
ocher public places between Weftminfter Hall and Tens-
ple Bar; efpiciaily in the two former : and ’tis fome odds
if a countryman, or a firanger paffes t rough either of
them, but he is attacked by them. Th: manner of this
cheat is thus, as 1 had it from one of the chief mafters
of the faculty, that, 1t fcems, bas quitted the bufinefs
vpon fome difl ke,

Says he, to make us a compleat fet there muft be three
©of us, one to perfonate a merchant, the other a country-
gentleman, and the third' a tradefman. When we have
bit of our colly, and they have commonly a damnable
notion of a perfon for their turn, one of our gang marche
‘es direétly before him, znd another follows clofe behind,
until they - are come 10 a cenvenient place, where the
mouth, (as they are pleafed to term him) moft needs ob-
ferve; and then the fpark thar io-in the frons dropetho
guinea, Faith, fays he, (lurning about to the ftranger)
I have found a piece of money here, I think ’tis a gui-
nea, and then if he that is in the rear, perceives he is in-
fenfible of the cheat, up he ftarts, and claims halves,

After a litte fham fquabble between the two cheats,

Afays the firlt—If any body has a right to a fnack, it js
this gentleman who ({w me take it wp: but to prevent
difputes, Come, faith he, "tis a lucky Hit, we’il even go
all to the tavera, and fpend the odd money, and then
divide the remainder fairly amongft us.

. The third @il consinwes at a diltance to obferve the
fuccefs of their management, and ia what tavern they
houle him, which is one where they commonly have a

horaugh. acquaintance and familarity, Ween he is
fixed, then in comes he in a great hurcy, and pretend
confufion, for the.lofs of a* bill, which he fays he faj
poffs te dropped. jult néw, in-the very room whers they
ok I © are
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are deinking; and to .colour the matier, one of the
other two coaveys a fham bill under the table, which he
immediately takes up, and .as a teftimony 6f his joy for
the recove y of it, will needs call for his pint. -

Afier they have drank two or three pints, and begin
to grox alittle warm, up fta ts one of them, and pre-
tends to have difcovered a pack of ca:ds, which he his
before pl ced in fome convenient part of the :oom for
his purpofe. Ha! fays he, here’s a pack of cards.—
Come, faith, Il fhew you one of the pretticft ¢ icks
that 1 was taught by a Dutchman the other day, that ever
I fawin my Lfe, "And to poffefs t" eir cally of their in-
nocence, &c. they fhew feveral of the common tricks
upon the cards.

At laft, he thatis the moft dexterous, ftarts the grand
trick ; which they csll preaching the parfon.. How the
dogs came tocal it that name,. I know not, unlefs it be,
that fome horeft clergyman, above the raft, have becn
impoled upon by it. As to the manner of their trick,
it is po great matter, my defign is not to teach you
ticks, but how to avoiu them, Itisapalmzniaflp
that they have, a fort of Deceptio Vifus, which if you
have a mind to fee, there's enoogh in town will equip

€\

! If this cheat takes, then there’s no need for the trial
of another expedient; but if this doa’t pafs. then they
will with falfe. dice, rug and the leather, or feveial
ather projeéts, that they have at hand upon fuch occa-
fions. For, in fhort, your money will foon be in thar
pockets, or rather than fai, knock you down, and rile,
or pick yout pocker,

‘ou have this account of this piece of roguery, in
the fame words, as near as my memory wifl fe.ve me, as
1bad it from one of the maflers of the gang; and in-
deed [ have been fomething the longer upon it, that it
may ferve as a general caution againft' embark'ng with
ftrangers, vpon any pretence whatever, For, give me
leave o inferm you, a conMdersble parc of the mifchiefs
of London are derived to us upon that account, and will
be more and moie fo, confidering the prefent pofture of -
men andthings. - - >

“This
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This town degenerates hour'y; honefty and vir-ae are
a'moit dwindled to' nothing.  Roguery, folly, and vice,
are ever increafing, and growing more public and info-
lent; fo thar notw-thitinding coming to London, be-
lieve me, it wi require the greatefl care and wifdom to
guard againft thefe notorious villains. :

OF
BAWDS axp JILTS

Are expofed, together with fome Reflec-
tions upon the Art of Trapping.

I Am now entering upon the tricks of Bawds and Jils, |
two ranks of degenerated , animals, fo impious, and
qu te wicked, and ‘icandalous to their very names, the
tide of a Bawd and Whore, is fufficient to fright a fober
man from their embraces, couverfation, and even out of
all manner of. lufiful thoughts and inclinations.

In the firlt raok I place the Bawd, or Procarer; for
though the lafter has ufurped a name a little more modith.
” ecent thaa tKe forrmer, and perhaps will have a lit-
tle more bufinefs among people of fathion, but are both
pra&itioners in the fame arts and {ciences, and will be
fure 0 agree in the main of their occapation. There s
no difference that ever I heard between Sall Browne and
Nan Mackenzie, or m: Lady D— cither, only i
Ppoint of price. Sall IIIJ my Lady De— won’s équin

SO YOl
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»you vnder a guinea, -perhaps; and Nan will furnifh you
as weli for halfza crown ; and rather than lofe a cuftomer,
fora fhilling and a gnartern of peppermiat,
¢ In fhort, one helps to a common Mils, and the other
to a common Whore; there’s no odds but in the name.
And thele are all works of darknefsbefide, ard then ac<
cording to the old proverb,—*¢ Joan's' as good as my
lady.”

Ay'lowever, for methed fake," I'll take them to pieces,
and few you a few of their tricks and mana; ements,
under the charaQers of a Procurer, Bawd, and Jile,

Firt then for the Procurer. * Her chief place of ren-
dezvous is at the play-hcufe, ‘that’s the change the never
fails to be upon, and indeed is the moft proper place
for her to pot off her dimaged commodities.  She fel-
dom wants chapmen there, efpecialiy for her maiden-
heads, which fhe pretends is the only part of her mer-
chandize. §

You will foon difcover whereabouts in the pit fhe keeps
her office, by the concoutfe of whores and gallants that
are perpetually crowding aboot her, ei her for advice or
afliltance. If you fhould be once fo happily vicious to
make ufe of her, fhe will lay fo many {nares and temp-
tations to entangle and deteive, that ’tis almoft impoffi-
ble 10 efcape her wicked delufions.

Sometimes fhe will bave the delicateft woman in the
woild, for a gentleman: at other times, a fine young
creature about fourteen, a perfe& pattern of innocence
20d virtue, and a pore virgln; befides, the has one that
fings like an angel ; another tbat dances to a miracle ;
a foarth that has an incomparable thape and mien, and a
fifth that’s an abfo ute wit, and thie moft pleafant compa-
nion of her fex, ¥

in fhort, fhe has them, or at leat pretends fhe has
them of all forts and prices, from a guinea to five, and
from five 10 twenty ; but let me tell you, that to deal
with her for any of ‘them would be. better lock than our
neighbours, that venwre. their flocks upon fuch Lrittle
waie, if it don’t prove  dear bargain 2t the making ap
of the accouns, . § 3 2

s e A race
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A race: whore, or a pad flrumpet, as they order their
bufinefs, will fland a gentleman in five tmes as much
money in a twelvemanth's keeping, as a race horfe and
2 pad together, nay more than a whole flable of racers,
Pads and hunters too.  They moft be kepe well cloahed,
and finely drefs'd, and have good meat.in their bellies be-
{ide, orelle they’ll turn jades in a fhert time.

But perhaps you will like the bumour of roving better
than keeping of thefe cattle for riding. Hire a Hackpey
whare, as.Citizens,do their horfes for a jousney, and no
mo e.

Bat then, unlels you can.haye them at the (ame price
100, eighteen, pence a fide, if you.fliould have oscafon
40, ride.often, apd find it a great expence,

+Which of thefe methads.is the beft [ cannot tell, but
1 moft, confefs, I abominate them both; but there’s
enough in town that can; ’iis tue, the cijizens are
forced to walk it now, o if they do mount (which is
xery feldom). *tis either upon .a caft huater, or fome
poor pad that has bad the farcy or fiftula, or fome fur-
feit, or other foul dilemper, that has made .bem fit-fur
the hounds,

However, to acquaint you {ufficient'y, you,will be in-
formed in their looks, their legs will dire@ that they
bave rode hard in former time:, and wiihal give a fad
agcount, how dangerqus fuch journics are, both in regard
t0 health, wealth, and. reputation.

In fhert, if one of thiefe Bell: Dame. foreereffes thould
snce. bewitch. you iato their vet, befide the fulfomenefs
of thevice difel!, and. ihe hateful and loa.hfome qual fi-
cations that are’ incorpor.ted with - it, fhe has fo many
&lack.arts and inferdal fratagems and devices linked to-
getber, to keep you falt in their clu ches; that %iis alm &

* ampoflible. for to difengage - from her il the has-had her
#ads, -and chat will terminate 1n yourruin. -

*Tis unaccountable indced, when they hear of a beau-
tiful woman, (in the firt plice) what frange contriv-
-ances and devices, what proje@s aund defigos to enfpare,
‘he.wvill get into hier company and cosrapt her. ;

‘The deluding and ruining both men and women is the
- whole bufinefs of feveral agents and faltors, A (ort of

i b1 mer-

=

VYLBIHSC 3




LAID OPEN 29

mercenary hell-hounds, which they tarn out to hunt the
town, to catch whit gamie of éither fort they can find ;
and if they chance to make their fet vpon a country-gen-
tleman, or a firanger, be fure the dog will never forfike
the haant, till his miftfefs (if he has not been diftarbed
and drawn at before) finds fome means of other to en~
tangle them in her net.

And now for the bawd ; fe's @ fort of viperous crea-
tore, that has all the bad properties of the former, witht
{o-many agditions of her own, that {he’s a monfter, both
without parallel and béyond defeription. SHe's the very
dregs both of a jilt and & procerer; a wretéh, that
baving oit all grace, miodetty, or humanity, Has fued
out ber inidentures in the Devil’s company, and bound
kerfelf 1o deal 1o other conmodities.

Thefe forvof praét tioners generally keep a feraglio of
vheir own, with tiie fupericiiption of Chocolate, Coffee,
and Wines ove¥ theit dders, which are conftantly guard:
ed with three of fouF paintéd hatléts, thal are always
mtz;irner By forpize: oF affan, to Make you thedt

iforer.

If they can any ways %é! you inite tHeir café (ds-thidy
eall it) and ravher than fail, they wil impudently hawl
you to; why thed in €ourfe yéu moft call for yout hatf
pint of rufberry, and fo on€ of dicth Begins'a beattiy
health, 1o lec you kndw whist Gecupatios they follow.

Before this ds drank; in fleps the goverdefs; it &
mighty rac, that the gedtleman S’ roc fhewed' into @
better 100m —Comie, Si, fays e, and fwarchés up 2
dandle. S6 you muft €ithcr o with hep, or flay with
thofé vermin in the dak. Foliuw me, and PIFlight yoo
up myfelf.  When they have got you icre, dien éty
donclude you are fixed, and fo three of four eotiple of
Ter choioe whores dre préfeatly let loofe 16 live at difere~
tion upon us.

If they can by any fort of vicious lewdfiefs entice yotr
o debauche y, thé hexe ting i, Which of wbe ladies

g: pitch upiny and the térms. Mus. Frances, fhe’s

~ but julk come vut vf the country, and has not been upon
_ duty thefe four months, rthere’s but liule difference be-

tween her and a maidenhead, and fhe can’t be afforded

for lefs than Ten fhillings, befides hall a ¢ own for )‘\_ﬂ‘;
o 3w 4 iy AR 3 el
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felf.  Mirs Margaret’s a good clean woman, and very
modeft and innocent, a pretty harmlels cresture, three
halt crowns is the price, -and fhe never went under.
Mrs. Betty, Mrs. Nacy, and fweet Mrs, Sukey, are
all three found and adlive,  but becaufe trading is dead,
and money is fearce, and you look like a civil gentle-
man, and becaufe I'd encourage you to come again, you
fhall have one of them for & ciown, and that is the
loweit : but, for Moll, Kate, Joan, Mxr,gery, Abigail,
&c. you know the fare | fuppole, and though I fay it
myfelf, there is never a gentlewoman in the whole town
<an fhew a better warehoufe of fuch fort of goods thaa I
can, nor afford a becter peanyworth,

With. this kind of prace the o0'd miftrels of iniquity
entertains her goeft, whilit a- kennel of hangry ‘brutes
aie yelping their fulfome ribaldry, fivearing, curfirg,
and blafpheming, and fly “fwallowing and de-
vouring every thing they lay their hands upon,

“This is rare company, is it not, for a_gentleman to
ron himfelf ino? Nay, befides all thefe, there is a
fong pasty of rogues and bullies below, if you fhould
uot comply -with  their infolent demands, or feruple to
pay their extravagant reckoning, feady upon occafion to
heétor and infuls you, 10 ftrip and murder you.

To have done” with them, 1 cannot fofpe& that you
fhould ever, give vp fo much of your reafon, as to ha-
2ard yourfelt into fuch a labyrinih of mifchief as this is,

9, 00, 1 am confident you never will. A bawdy
houfe! why it is the very gate of hell, zn inlet to difs
grace, ruin, and confempt, and ‘more to be avoided
by far than a jakes ora pefthoule, andin all refpecs as
loa hfome as the one, and as Contageous as the other,
< 1 come in the next place to the jiit, which is a fort of
creature 2 listle more private and defigning, but in the
mam, as lewd and diffolute, and more dangerous than
tither of the formers : 4

Thefe foriooth, would. be counted virtuous and reli-

- gious whores; Miffes they will own themfelves to be,-

‘bt whore is a term a litule 100 rough 10 go down with

fuch nice palates, the naume of a Mifs relifhes begger

with them.  Well, let them be Miffes then ; but for all, 3

their Mifs fhip, I paflionately Caution you never to come; ;
3 z : ene dear

L UvABHSC




LAID OPEN., 31

rear any of them, for if you do, you will find they can
ruin you as foon as the beft procurer or bawd of them
all, -

Thelfe vermin play at high games, nothing will ferve
fome of them lels than a fettlement of two or three hun-
dred per annum, a coach, fine lodgings, plate, china,
and other things fuitable to a whore of rank, and upon
thefe confideradions fhe will be faithful to you, or at
leaft fhe’ll promife to be fo; but this is only a promife
de_fa<o neither fo long as your eftate lafts, and you can
maintain her in her exiravagance and grandeur, bat
when that fails, fo does the ob igation too, fhe has the
grand political resfons ready as well as the beft ftatefmen
of them all, and commonly makes the beft ufe of it.

She can pray, cant, fhed a few crocodile’s tears, and
rather than fail, fham a fir, as a token of the tendernefs
fhe has for you; but then your back’s no fooner. turned;
but fhe tells her flaliion, youare.a nafty, fickly, feeble
fellow, and as foon as fhe has perfuaded you out'of ‘the
fewtlement, and the new furriture, fhe’ll firft affront youy
and theo leave ycu,

If fhe finds you are a cully, and will be often impofed
upon by her, then fhe has a thoufand 1ule wheedling *
wricks and artifices to decoy you. Sometimes fhe’s
breeding forfooth, and then fure you cannot be {o bar=
barous to your own flefh and blood, but you will take
fome care of the young one; befides, fhe wants pight
gowns; and damafk for clouts, and a thoufand ether ne~
ceffaries foralying-in. woman.

_ There is my Lord B.

%, and Sir James Aes,

~ and Colonel E——5s Miffes lay-in, in as much ftate the;

" other day, as the beft lady in the kingdom, ' Nay, Mr.

G n,-that is but an ordinary Citizen, prei’emed'hi:‘ 3
miftrefs witha new bed, and the furnitere of a room that

. coft him above a hundred and fifty. pound ; and what has.:

fhe, I wonder, done, that fhe fhould not deferve as mac
as the beft of them? Why fure, fhe’s as hapdfome and.
as young, and isas well defcended, and has been as well,.
bred as.any of them : and do-you think _that fhe'llk be;
put off with your nafty, fhabby, forty or-fifty. guineas?::
No, traly, fhe thinks, that as cafes ftand between you:

and her, you ought to Clil) off the entail of your eftate,:

3 i andi )
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and fett'e 2 go6d part of it upon her for life, and then
Tet the child” heir it afierwards; and”perhaps all this too
may bé only whore craft‘and pritences, and fo fhe muft
be forced (to bring berfelf off) to fham a mifcarriage 5
and that'your érdelty” and hard-heartednefs, "in not fets
tling ‘yout eftate vpon her, and anfivering her demands,
bas been thé éaufe of it, and' will at 1aft force her to
wmake herfelf away, “WeII, "bot if yol loved her as well
as fhe loves you,’ you couild nbt be {6 barbarous to deny
her any thing. ' * ¥ 2

Befides, the has been no chargeable ‘mifirefs to you s
fhe has béer your drddge for at Ieal thefe fevén months,
and has mot Colt you fifceed hundréd pounds in' thé
whole. 1 you hiad' livéd  with fomeé fhe kiows in town,
fo losg; (bet fhe s an eafy fool)’ “twould pot ftéod you .
in'a peniny 1éfs than three thoufind:

Their 'tricks and deyices ase. nomberlefs, and not to
be paralleffed by any thing bt their ingratitudé and in
humanity ; “there'itdged they excééd themfelves'; nothing
in naturé beisg fo pérfe@ly bra'ifh and crdel. &, or
thefe Kind® &f ‘creatures’:” the véry momeént you
your hand, they grow rude and “infolent; and wh
they find they have'dorie ‘your bufinefs, and furried you
a’grazing, who fo' ready as thit very Syren’ that hag

ent your eftate, 6 Tugh”ar, fevilé, and feord you 3
and'yen are neffefs héf‘%’dﬁ' w than' you were hér

Fropeilirbetore, 4 hesla bamaletl uo 507 1 ANIES

'"Fo- Tave done with her—A jilt is a procurer, bawd,

and whoré ‘¢compounded {0y ét’{ici. A vérmin fo raven-

ous and malicious, and withal fo' fnﬁ‘lle'lhﬂ"l_itﬂéd[gg,
ot chafte; “and Hypocritically virtaous, and yer{o fean-

daloafly wicked hﬁqim'i}demgtl' wd, an e
-~ jifolently ill-vatared, J;x in the of 2

hindid 41 the vices, Tolles, a4

art in Trapping, This i a myfer
02, '3 :gléf' y the affiftance {
B e o 15 Sjae‘(t‘é‘xigfd
pers thiat they find in "{-bu'r'ydgk €, ‘that gives th
3tfetintg your affaifs. The firft i3 carried on
curers, - bawds, and jilts h
2 3

S,
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f they are once fo fortunate as to get a big-b.llied
whore into their conederacy, then they carry her about
in a kind of triumph among all their cullies and novices,
every oae forfooth under thé nation of being. the true fa-
ther, muft fubicribe an individual maintenance for the
ftrampet and the brat likewjfe ; opelfe a warrant mu@t be
got immediately, or ‘the church-wardens. of the parifh
called in to their affiftance to force you toit. ’Iis need-
lefs to conteft it, for if you do, they’ll force the woman
to fwear it to you, and then your reputation is loft; and
withal you have the charges of a whare, and a baffard
entaled dpon you ad infinition.

If they get your etters and papers into their clutches,
thofe are {hejr gredentials for their fharpers, feteers, and
bullies, to commence their villainies: in fuch cafes, they -
pretend thar the harlot who rified you was an hopeft gen-
tlewoman, and thé wife of a perfun of credit and repu-
tation; and y(fu muft either make fatisfaction, and com=
ound the bufinefs, or elfe they will expofe yau fitft, and
fing their ation afierwards. 3

And what can a man do, when he has brovght him(elf
into fach a ditemima of his foily For my parg, the cafs
is fo-very bad and d:fperute, I canpor di e® you in ite
i 'yoq,coml;nund' with them now. and do but lay open
to their mercy, and render yourfelf 2 bubble, and a pros
yerty, for the fawre—aud (o -cfit them, then, your credic
33 loft—they. will e as good as their word in that puing
however, tom freprelent and abule yog in'all companies,,
and upon all occafions: fo that this befins(s of whoring,
s to have a malevolent influence ugon your reputa:
ud - peidon, and foon terminates in deftroying them,

s

5(4)_ qionclu,qel this loathfome relatiop, you will learn

; from this roug|

7o) account, what kind of cieatures Brocu-
sy, Bavds,

s, and Whozes are.

THE
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2 el 4 % A o o i e

oF

Bullies, Setters, and Hangers-on,
Are expofed, together with :
Reflectionson Gamine in general.

I Shall now change the fex, and expofe to you feme
of the bafe practices of the males, 35 they fall in or-
der, urder the diftin@ chara@ers of Bullies, Setters, and
Hangers-on. s a0
And fuft for the Bully; which (if I take him right)
isa kind of lewd, bloftering animal, that, having ren-
dered himfelf unfic (by a complication of vicious and
degenerate altions) for the gonverfation and fociety of
fober ard raticnal creatures, is forced to throw himfelf
into the company of bawds and whores, in ordef to get
fibfiftence f om their i ior
* I'fhall not enlarge much upon his chara@er, or method -
of living, they being both fo well knowa in town and
‘country ; at be, it would be bu impertinence to fpend
mach time about him. 'As [ told you before, his com-,
mon’ rendezvous is’ among the bawds and whores: he
- eats their bread, and fights their batiles, hectors, and'in-
fults their cullies, gathers their contributions, and, when
neceflity uqnim.' pimps, betrays, and fets as weil as

~ the beft. G

' You may difcern him by his infolent and faucy beha-

viour, but above all, by his Atheiflical Janguage, fwear~
ing, curfing, and ribaldry. If ever you “fhould be fo
-unhappy as tfall in with him, he co nfcquently enter-
G tzing
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tains you with the difmal relation of the tien he hasmur-
dered, and the women he ravithed 5 the famous battle be
fought with fuch a watch, or the bioody rencounter he
had with a_detachment of balliffs, or fime fuch romare
tic lies and forgeries. and if he can fo far impofe upon
you, that he perceives you inclined to believe him, it is
ten to one but he draws you into a quarrel, or fome other
inconveniency, and then by a cowardly {ira:agem, brings
himfeif off, and bafely deferts you to fhift for yourfelf.

I need not tell you that a bully is a coward, the apoel-
lations are tao fynonymous to need an explication, The
who ¢ firefs 'of his valour and prowef(s depends folely vpon |
his ignorance and oaths; but rofle him once tharouchiy, -
that he may perceive yoo know both, bis tiade and ©
Pper, be will fawn' upon you for ever afterwards like a
ipaniel Kick, ciff, pinch, or ufe him. how you will,
He has bad the misforiune to kill a  man lately, he wiil
tell you, and is uader an oblignion at prefent not to fight
but when his tims is expired, woe be to you.

I hope, Sir, you won't think this a converfable crea-
ture— for, notwithtanding all his cowardice and igno~
rance, and for allhe isan aniinal {o perfeitly below: the
charadter of a man, he can betray you in gaming, quar-
rels, a_bawdy-houfe, and into the company of rogues,
thieves, jilts, and whores, as well as the wittielt tharper,
or floutelt fpark of the town, X 1

The next genteman that falls in order is the Setter,—

I8 way_ of recomm:nding himfelf: is quite_contraty,
by {ly infintations and flastertes, hypocritical cringss and
faWnings, {mooth and kaavith pretences, .and formal difs -
fimyl, 8. But notwithftanding his outfide looks fo fair
and plavfible, fake heed, there’s a legion within him.

All the cheats and villainies in natare are caocentrated
in his breaft; his very foul is as black as jer, and holds
itfelf in readinefs for the earlieft opportanity o execuie
the next advantageous cffer. :

His ordinary “occapation is to attend the motion of
young  heirs; to draw and trepan them into urequal

- matches, and fo impofe upon them jilts and whores,  ua-

r the charaler of heirefles and virtuous.girls ; ana this

j does with fo much dexterity, fo many fubtle arts dnd
crafty fratagems, that icis almoft impoffible, hould yzu
oo . ; &
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be once {6 unforiunate as to fall ‘into his hands, to efcapé
out of them again, without béing andoné for the rémain-
dér of your life.

Heére, in courfe, the enteil of your eftate muft' be cut
off to'muke rocm for a fettiementon the harlot ; and fhé
muft have @ handfome prefent made ker too, of four or
five hundred pounds value. If you have ho money, they
will procure it from your own bond it judgment, and a
friend or two withal, that fiall ftand bound with you for
the' pagment, till ‘you receive your lady’s foftine; bot
then yon muft do them che fame favodr. ~ Only enter intd
a'bond in judgment with one’ of them, juft for a thoa-
{ond or fo, but for one month, and that is @ retarn of
civi ity which you canfiot poffibly deny.

In fuch foftance the whelé bufinefs of your life iy
finifhed in the courfeof 4 weéek'; you are married © a
whoiet your eflaé is disjoltited and toin it piecés, and
peihaps feized upon by 4 combifation of viliias: and,
what 1s as_gredt ah aparaval6n 4s aby, you aré becomé
the bye-word and laughing fteck of dydm feiends qrid ac-
quaintance. And afl this is kindly dofie for you by youf
néw affociate, under the fimobth P aintéaﬂhypom’mn
coverture of fingular honélty and Ghcerity.

If this bufinéls of 2 wife does not pafs wpoh'ydu, hé
will try 6 the fecond pleee, iF he ¢an draw you inco (ham
projeéts and chimeras,

He and his friends have a new-invented éfiginé upon
the ftocks, by e help of which you 'may walk with as
shuch freedom and edfe at the bottom of the féd, i
your garden; and withal, that tiey Have intelligence,
upon oath, of a wreck where there is feveral mllions,
and i will be dll their own in four o five months 4 mcfh
1f you don’t Tiké this, theéy havé a witér-engine, that
will difcharge a thoufand téns an hovur, ot of the dtep~
éf rine ; of they have & mine where there fs 4 rib of
ore, of a prodigious bignefs ; and for a'fut of mohey,
fo éarry on their work, you may be admitted ifto their
fociety, and become an (gual fhiarer in the whole, whiere-
by you cdnnot fail of gewing a confidérable forne i %
few yedrsi ' < . >

- sl e
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Here you are entangled again if you embark wih
them; and not only lofe all the piefent money. you past
with, butarein danger.of being drawn into furure bonds
and obliga iors,. {o confequently ruined at laft.

1 fhould only intrude too much on your time, Sir,
were | to enumerate the refpetive rogneries and tricks
of a fetter, and therefore intend to leave him with the
fol owing fbort charatter. k

His wrole life is a_compendious biftory of deep and
deliberate villainy. His -only . bufine(s, nay, even his
diverfion, cacfifts folely in betraying and trepanning : his
food and fubfiance depends entirely upon lying, falihood,
and perjury. In a word, he has the devil’s motto ftamp-
¢d mpon him in large charsters, and i> perpetually range
ing to feck whom he may devour, d

| now come, in the laft place, to the Hanger on, or
Spunger; and this is commonly a fort of {unifh lazy
creawure, thongh naturally mot fo dangerows aud mif-
chieyous as the former, yet equally troublélome and im-
pertinent; and, indeed a far greater cleg to any man of
fenfe than either of them, 5

He has litle 0 recommend him, unlefs it be a few
drunken jefts, or feraps of poetry; or, peihaps, fome
broken chiralters of men asd things, with a little of the
news and humou:s of the town: and by virtne of thefe
mighty qualifications, he thinks himfelf a fit companion
for the beft gentleman in the kingdom 3 and will be fure,

. upon the molt trivial inv:tation, to crowd hisnfzlf upon
him whenever the fm.ileft encouragement offers, and it
ds ten.toone but by degiees he grows familiar, afier that

pudent, and at laft intolerable.

In one point, iadeed, he is.a petfe& philofopher, for
he carries all he hasalong with him, and that, indeed, is
but tnfling. - His furniture in generalis fo wretched and

- fcandalous, that you may as foon read a fpunger by his
sarb, &c. asa bully by his curfing, fwearing, and ribal-
ry, or afetter by his deceitful fawning and difimula-
tion. A bawdy fong or two, a few drunken bealths, and
about half a.dezen %iull puns fet him up ; and with thefe
be will be perpetually grating and, dunning, your ears,
ill he has worn them as threag bare as his coat;. and gf:‘;
B - oAl
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all, mult be forced to be laughed at, or kicked out of
them before he will quit them.

As for money he never has any, nor ever pretends to

! have any, enlels it be now apd then the fragments of a

reckoning which he pinches from the drawer, to recruit
bis tobacco-b 'x, or heel-piece his fhoes.

1n fhort, thefe hangess-cn are drones in the ftrileft
fenfe and defioition; and if you once fuffer them to creep
into your hive (to keep up to the nature of the infedion)
they will be fure to tefmearand dittmb your cell, devour
your honey; and in all réfpe@s be as burthenfome and
petnicious to the perfuns they ‘can faften upon, as drones
and wafps are 1o bees, &e. v

London fo fwarms with this fort of infe&, that a
country gentleman can fcarcely fer his foot into it, but
there ace lev: ral ‘inflandy bumming and’ buzzing about
him. I have already given you my opinion of idlenefs;
and I tell you again, in the words of a great man, rhat
it is fo fcanda eus and reproachful, that neither Heaven,
Earh, nor Hell itfelf will patronize it 3

‘PA RTICULAR
OBSERVATIONS axp REFLECTIONS
UFON ’

Several dlﬁmét Occurences of the
Town. g

IRS’T as ro lhexr gﬂb “You will find fome of- nur
city gentry fo ridiculouily bawdy and

eir drefs, that, cqmplranvely fpeaking, a fhip may hé

-rigged for :he Indies as - chup ;qd eafy. Moft of the

< trades
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srades in the commonwealth are fome way or other con!
cerned in their equipage———fuch a firange multiplying
faculty has this fort of vanity, that it has improved na-
tore’s’ fimple nec flity of covering, the firkt fig leaves,
(fo termed by that excellent author of the gentleman’s
calling) to fuch aluxusiant growth, that thofe hercynean
oaks, which Mela teils fuch wonders of, are but a fort of
pigmy plants in companifon of them.

But th fe are only a kind of butterfly fparks; a few
infignificant infeCts that flutter about town for a year or
two, and are afterwards cbliged to creep into holes and
cornersin adiefs, perhaps, no lefs contemptible, wretch-
ed, and loathfome, than the former was gay, fulfome,
and pedantic.

This is a folly I cannot fufpe& a- gentleman of your
fenfe would be guilty of; and yet, vam and foolifh as it
is, i could quote you 2 confiderable number that have
been sndone by it; who have laid ont their cftate in a
few gandy trappings, that they may make a figure, (as
they call it) have carricd it on to fuch a length, that at
laft they have figured themielves into rags, or a prifon,
and thereby rendcred the contempt and laughing-flock of
the whole town. /

Next to thefe we have another rank of uathinking
creatures, a fort of nice palated fparks, that pathing will
go down wich but dainiics and casiofiies.  Tell them of

beef, mut-on, veal, or any of our own produc-
tions, which we ought 1o prefer beyond any other, they
will fwear they aie nothing bet porters fare; and that,
5 they are adulterated with {ome fludied mixtures,
and forced from their native property by fome new and
coftly ‘auces, they are far too mean and common for
sheir tal ler.
) Thefe, in the friGteft fenfe, may be faid to incar the
valtare’s fate; i. €. to eat up themfejves; and tru'y fo,
that it frequently falls out. [ have known, within the
cempafs of my own experience, a great number of thelg
Juxorious prodigals, tha: have fo long santalized theme
felves with delicious morfels, that in time shey have
wanted food to fupport nature.
B Otbers
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Others we have, that zffe@ the reputaticn of making
coftly treats and' entertainments. ~ An hundred pounds is
but amean jum to fpend upon an evening’s coliation fora
millrels or two, which, pe haps, afterall, does him the
favour to laugh at his predigality.

1 heard a fool (who is now fhirking about town, and

-glad that any body will give him a pint of beer, ora
roll and cheefe) bragging, not many months before—
“That an entertainment he made for three or four ladies
coft him one hundred and twenty pounds.

Such wretches are below al kind of pity. Ieould al-
moft grudge them even the hufks their exirava ance con-
fines - them to, and heas:i'y wifh them fome fate mare
{candalous and durable, that mi:ht not only naufeaie buc
deter the reft of the world from the like extravagance

As there are feveral things befide, that might be men-
sioned, not lefs dangerous than ridiculous, | mut beg
you'd be guarded agamft fuch follies But pray do not
miftake me : notwithltanding I dcteft all extravagance and
fingularity,“yct muft admit of a decent garb and gentee!,
friendly entertainment occafionally, whillt kept within 1 e
bounds of moderation, as equelly neceffury end commen -
dable in a gentleman. 3

Befides all the dangers and imconvencizs I have already
related, theseare ftill two o ners, which you are to guard
yourfelf againft: the firft is, agaioft innova ions and un-
fetled in your religion; and the fecond againft embark-
ing in cabals and confederacies, in matcers belonging to
the flate and government.

We havé temptatons and tempters, of all forts at
London, great numbers of perfins ithat maks: it their bu-
finefs to fnap up Rrangers, and watch all occafions if they
can to impofe their rubbifh upon them.

Caballing and embarking with fects znd faltios hasa
dang ‘tendeacy ; for bers of gentlemen of fir ¢t

_ honour and religious princ'ples have oeen ruined by it;
therefore, L carnefly entrea thofe gent'em=a who have
had the faid experience, to advile otaers from becoming
“the &t m of fuch folly. 2

'
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" THE
HUMOURS axNp I RETRE KA

OF THE

Texnis CourT are expofed. -

—E NN IS is one of the moft manly and al@ive di-
veirfions we have in England; and heretofo. e ~a3
feldom vfed but by the young nobility and gentlemen ef
the fift rank. King Charles the fecond was a great mal-
ter and judge of it; and would very of en divert him(‘df
witha fet o1 twoin the Royal Coort at the Cock-pit, With
a greatdeal of faiisfation. .

“T'his s a game that depends much upon fkill and ac-
tivity, and nctto bz acquircd without confiderable ex-
p:nce and prattice, upon which accountit has had the ad-
rvantage of moit others ; and a number of fharpers and
cheats have been kept outiof it, for want of cafh to fup,
post the charge of tne court, and other expences that are’
attending it But this, however harmlefs and incffnfive
i its original defign, bhat, of late, incurred the fame
fate with moft of the div rfions of that nature, aed is
firangely degenerated frem a notle and genteel exercife,
inwo a peifet wrede for Rookers and Sharpers, who, per-.
ceiving it would be a good foundation for them teo geta
bale living, have ertfuily wwifted themfelves into the
know lefge of it g i X

A per.on_that bas feeo this game but once, can make
but lit'e on iz, ex cpt it be diverfion -0 him 1o fee three
or four perions furiozfly ranning atrer a few liule balls,
and bandying and tolliags them about f om one to ano-
“ther; if this be oll, tw.re well enouzh, but when he
hears the marker calling Forty, love, and a Chace, and

Lfess them chasging theit fides, and hears the piayers
3 i 2 Ez £ wrang-
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wrangling and fwearing about the taking of Bitks and
Faults, and talking of Cuts, Twilts, and Foices, &c. he
prefently concludes th.ge muft be fome wonderfu fecret
in all this, and therefore is dqtermined to fatisfy himfelf
ali tle'fa ther,

Among thofe gentry that come here to bet, if a ftran-
£€r gets into the den, and has the misforwne to declare
his ignorance, which is done by alking queftions, the
liem is immediately given.—Here’s a Squre come; and
then two or three of the fharpeft of the gang comes ug
10 him, in order to give him fome little infight into, en
di:eétions of the game, that thereby an opportunity
ihculd be fooner afcerizined for taking him in after fuch
Prepataton,  Here, he’s 10ld, it is al evin, a perfe@
htiery, ana that us no odds which fide he ventures his
cath, for ’tis all equal ; and fo, indeed, in fome fet: its,
for foch voblemen and gentemen who aie acquainted
wiih the game, and play it vpon the fquare, more for the
reputation of good gameflers than for intereft, make their
matches fo equal, trat the greateft fharper orjudge among
them (bcfore the feu’s begun) can but guefs how to bet.
Perhaps he now wins half a piece, or a guinea, which
‘induces him to think this muft be a fair geme; that a
flranger has as great chance @ win as a gameiter; and,
indeed, as Jong as this match lafts, he isin no great dan~

er.
& This game is no foomer ended, than another fet is
made to flep into court, that will be cerrain to do the bu-
finels,

‘i he managers tell him, tis al' equal now, too—that
. Sqnirc A———— is a goed Striker-out, but Squire B——
is a better Back hands that Mr. Ce Jucges a tail
finely, but Mr. De—— gives a chace much beteer than
be; fo that, vpon the whole, it may be concluded a

and equal match, and that he’dl fee thefe gentlemen
will make beiter fport than the former, -
In this he is offe:ed his choice, or to throw crofs and
le which fide he wil take: if he complies, and they
ave taken him in, as far as it will admit of &t once,
then the fignal is gven to the players, _how to manage
their parts, ’

When

VYVABHSC s 63




LAID OPEN, 43

Wehen this fet is over, which, according to all appear~
ance, plays with as mach feeming eagernefs, and as
cqual as can be, why then, with fome little fham quar-
rels and wranglings, about adjufting the odds, &c. agree
upon another. @

Here the firanger is attacked again—Come, Sir, you
had the misfortune to be on the wrong fide laft time,
though it was a bard match; for “twas impoffible to de-
termine who bad the bek of it, till the advantage game;
and therefore take your choicé—we do not mean to take
off your cath,

From one fet to another, this is their method to :iake
in ftranger; and fo, from little bets to_great ones, till he
is fluck, (as they term i) and then, to keep up their
own language, till they have fent h'm away fiveet and
clean.

1 was once a tolerable mafter of this game, I ftudied it
at Oxiord, together with my logick and ethicks, and at
laft was arrived to fuch perfection, that but few fcholars
in the town durlt encounter with me upon equal terms,
(I wifh I could have faid the fame wih refped to the
other) bat for all thefe mighty parts of mine in the Uni=
verfity, woen | came to London, 1 foon found my infuf-
ficiency ; and that I muft be new documentized before I
could pretend to fet up for myfelf. 3

They would now and ﬂ‘en take me in with them, to
kgep a back-hand, which was indeed my mafter-piece;
but of my back hand bufinefs I was foon furfeited.

In fhort, | perceiyed their aim was to make a property
of me as wel as of all other ftrangers, and therefore re-
folved to knock off in time, as I foon became acquainted
with their humours and trick:, and faw that theie were
but few matches made, in which fome bribed marker was
not concerned; or fome gentleman that had firlt loft his
eftate, and then his honour; fo forced to agree with the
fharping and tricks of the town to get his bread; or
fome fcoundrel that n.ver had an- eftae or honoor either,
bat bad acquired the game by a diligent astendance upon
the courts, crowded in among them; and there was
fcarcely a fet played but there was fome kind of deceit
pradiifed, which made me wifely difpofe of my rackets
B LD E3 and
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and inclination together, and leave them to manage alf
fuch matters in futore.

But, fuppofing the gzme, as they would fain have the:
world believe, 10 be equal and vpon the iquire, yet one
of thefe fparks; who make it their bufinefs to hunt about
from court to court, have fuch a great advanrage over a
ftranger who knows littie of the game, thutit is moraily
impeflible hut h= muft be taken in.

There are feveral in town that have no other m*ans of
living but upon the Tennis Court, (.nd live well too) if
fuch means may be fo termed ; but then they have fuch a
perfect idea of 2 fet; and fuch ‘various ‘methods to turn
and wind their b ts, fo & to bring themfclves off whea
they have the worlt, that a’perion muft have a natural
fharpnefs of genius, backed with a loog praélice and ex-
perience, before he can- be a tolerab'e mafter of the fa-
calty. -

I hope, Sir, T have faid enovgh ,on this head to deter
ou from entering into fuch kind of company, as they,
?nke tharpérs of the diffzrent orders before mentioned,
have all theu verious intrigues ard devices to tiepan and
enfoare you into debau heries nd giming.

i O - 309

Humours of the Groom PoRTERS,

AND THE gty

Tricks and Cheats of Ordinaries and
other' Gaming Houfes are briefly ex-
pofed. ; : :

9 HE Groom Porter’s has been always looked upn.l

as the moft reputable ard convenient place in towa
o dor
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for a gentleman to venture into,~that has 8 mind to know
whether bis good fortune will fufter him to keep his
eftate himfelf, or force him' 10 commit it into the hands
of fomeb dy elfe to do it for him. = There is a whol fale
bofinels, T can ailure you, feveyal thoufand poonds bar- .
sered for moft  nights, fo that if Fortune fhould play the
jilt, (as fhe often does in fuch cafes) you will foon be un-
fquired in two or three hours; nay, if you will, in two
or three hands.

- The ordina y game they play at there is hazard, and
hazard indeed it is, and. a great one too, if you go in
among them with two or three hundred guiveas in your
pocker, whether yoa bring ever a one out with you

ain.

1 Bave known an’ honeft gentleman come thither in a
new coach, with a pair of fine hotfes, and hath found it
fo hazardous, that ia a night or two afrerwards he has
been forced to hazard it home in a hackney coach. - But
they fay, all things there are quite fquare and woueft,

od wine, good attendance, good company, and all
other fuitable convenience: to accominodate a gentleman,
whi ft e is*comfortably gaming wway his eftate. All
this may be, it istruc; and it may'not be too, for [ have
feen a fpark, by the help of good fingers, and a fl)ght of
hand, manage their mathematicks fomeihing queerly up-
‘®n occafion,

Well, but we muft not dive ‘too far into their fecrets
neicher, they would grow angry perhaps, if we fhould,

“and I would not incur their difpleatu ‘e upsn any account.

And yet I hope I may give you a lirtle advice as a
friend, without being offesfive to any of them ; it'is, that -
you never come within their reach vpon any account, or
pretence whasever; iv is a dangerous infetious plice for 2
gentleman bot to put his head into; and many one, by
venturing too far, has caught fuch a contagion at once,

- that has made him droop a great while, and at laft carried

him clear off,

The old proverb fays— Fore warned fore atmed; and
truly it is.as good as any in the whole catalogue. If 2
man will plunge himfe f isto ruin, and fquander away

_his eftate,and reduce himfelf to the wretciied condition

10 be forced to fneak after every little coxcomb for a fup-
ok :
) ~ Pef,
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er, or for a'crown to buy him a rair of fhoes, as ¥

now feveral gentlemen of good families, and have had
good. eftates too, till they wifely confumed them in the
flody of thefe for:s of marhcmaticks, at this time are;
lec him even take it for his pains. But the circamfilances
in_their own natuie, are beyond aggravation, and fo I
will leave them, and go and fee whar is doing at the Or-
dinaries,

The ordinaries are a kind of gaming hou'es, inferior
and fubfervient 1o the Greom Porter’s, and are either ma-
naged by one of his domelticks, or elfe tolerated and al-
lowed by his particaler licence and deputations, as moft
of the other games are.

Thefe ordinasies are a receptacle for all forts of games
fiers, and are indced very convenient: nurferies to draw
up ycungllers, ard to qualify them againft their eftates
cows into their hands, to play them decently away at the
Groom Porcer’s, How fuck kind of feminaries as thefe
come to be fuffered, I know not; but this F know, itis a
fhame and diigrace to the kingdom, that therz is not fome:
regulation or ftop putto them.

&I‘hefc gentlemen pretend to be much up-n the Mathe-
matick: 100; and that all things are caied extraordinary
and well among them, as well as at y.e Groom Vortersy
but, by their leave, | have feen their‘mathematical flats,
and bars, nay, (for a need) mathematical fullams too 3

sand abundance that will res mathematically high or low :

thefe are a fort of falle dice, that are cutand flaiced fo

exattly like the true, and wiival marked with the fame:™
mark, that it is impoffible for a firanger that does not fu-

fpect the cheat, to diicover it; and thefe the box-keeper
has in resdinefs, when he has the fign given h'm o put

in: or if he has them not of lisewn, there’s thofe about

him that never go without them. :

When they have got a gentleman who they defign to
rook in among them, whilft fome are fharping bim out of
his meney within, others are tampering with his fervants
without, to fisd out the flrengih and manner of hiseftate
and ciscpmfances, and where he lodges, and friexds and:
acquaintance, he hasin town: and if they find that his
effecis will anfwer, he is a perfon that may be ventured:
vpon, g i A

- As
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As foon as they perceive he has loft all his ftock, then
one of the gang that’s conftantly watching there for fuch
opportuuities, takes him afide—nir, fays he, I believe
you arean honeft gentleman ; I am forry to fee you have
loft your cafh, and would not have a civil min expofed,
and therefore, if youpleafe, I nave five or ten pounds at
your fervice. If heaccepts of the favour, then he tells
him the cufiom in fuch cafes, as well here asat the Groom
Purter’s, is to take nine for ten, and to allow him a call
upon a good hand.

When :his is loft too, fas it always is in a little time)
then they conclude he’s fixed; and {u the gentleman that
k&S done him the favour to cheat him of his cah, will
needs (under prezeace of a grea: ‘eal of form.l c vility)
lavite bim'te the tavern (o take a glafs, and cat the vving
of a fowl witu him.

When they have got him thither, the perfon that did
him the great friendfhip to lend him the ten guincas,
muft be inftantly fent for too, who in the interim bas
made vp a new purfe, and is very ready to lend him the
other ten, till to-morrow morving, if he has a mind to
try his Juck; but he will not advife him.

Here the box and dice muft be called for, and the ho-~
neftdrawer, that knows his duty in fuch cafes, brings in
the box with a pair of their own dice, which they have
conveyed into his hand in the interim, &c. X X

And now there’s no room for fufpicion, but every
thing is carried with the greateft franknefs and indiffer-
ency; and fo at it theygo, till the other ten poundsis
gone after the reft, and what mult be done then? This
warthy friend has no more money sbout him; if he had,
he might command it.  And therefore thinks, fince they »
have won the gentleman’s cafh, they can do no lefs than
give him a caft or two upon honour;. with 2 great deal of
{eeming unealinefs, and a thoufand perfidious oaths and |
execrauons, that they never did the like before, and ap-
on condition: too, that the gentleman will give his note-
to_pay it tr-morrow morning, if he (hovld bappen to
1ofe any thing, this is comp.ied with. .

‘And here begins the fatal caisitrophe: if they think
thac he has 102 much segard for his reputation, or toho

X mucl
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mach modeily to make ufe of the ft=tute for his defence,
or perhaps, (what's more prevalent with him thaa cither)
will be unwilling that the 1own fhould know he has been
a bubble, they then ftick him in. earneft fo deep, it may
be, that he muft be fo:ced 1o cut off a limb of his eftste
to get out of dheir clutckes, and no. to be feen with them
again. 2
We have too many fad infiances every day in view, to
convince you of the troth of it, without emlarging upoa
it; fo that I hope from this caution | have given, you'll
have enough- of thefe kind of -ordiearies; hosever, for
your better fatisfs@ion, we'll fee what the reft of them
are doing in the other partof the houfe. S
Why there isfome playing at back gamaon, fome at
trick track, fome ac picket, fome at cribbsge, and per-
haps at a bye-table in a corper, four or five harmlcs fel-
lows at_put and ail-fours. Here's no refpeét of perfons;
here comes spprentices, journeymen, foowmen, coblers,
of any body, piovided they biing money in their pockets
and come €it! er to cheat or to be cheatads Pio hacvice,
they have as extenfive a qual ficstion to fwear, blafpheme,
and hedlor, as the moft renowned fharper in the whole

ang.

g Jghac each of thefe in his refpe&ive ftation is a cheat I
fuppofe you'll take for gracted; you may as well be
chiated ‘st cards as at dice, and ‘at back gammcu and
rck track, as at hazard: the falfe dice and flights of
hand wil ferve for ove, as well as the otte , thure’s o
diff rence as 1 know of, but only the former is a lizle’
longer ab-ut the bufiae's. 2

But befides ail this, if a man could b: fecured to guard
himfelt aguinft thefe falfe cice and flghis of han., and
was equal with them too in point of judgment and ex -
rience, what bufinefs has a coun'ry gen:leman, or inceed
any body elfe, to venture himfelf among fuch a rude
herd of wild unthinking creatures?, F &

I'm forry to fay itis fhameful that gentlemen fhould fo
‘much dcbafe themflves in fuch an up-ccoun wble manner
—Whea I fee one of thefe wietches fiirking at o town
io rags, as there are numbers living monumens of their
osn vicioss isdifs erion; it docs nat eacite in: mz}r})ﬁa

33 St b fo cdeatti
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feafl pity, as I'm ia hopes it will deter all others from
violently plunging himfelf into the like misfortune.

THE
H: Ui M: O JUsR:S,

s b i Eol o Saq SR b N S 0 © 5 e Wil

oF
The BOWLING GREEN expofed.

OWLING isa game for diverfion, receeation, and
exercife,' as well as Tennis, and was formerly, like
“+ that, for few elfe but gentlemen; but a5 men and things
are in general grown worfe and worfe, fo istais hke-
w fe, end moft ftrang -ly' degenerated from ‘sn innocent,
“inbffenfive Civerfion, to be a perfedt trade—a kind of fet

« calling:and occupation for cheats and ftharpers.
The number of bowling greens that we have in and
<'mear this town sre unacccuntable; and the number of
bowlers, betiers, «nd rooks that depend upoa them; and
live by them, it is almoft miraculowse *How fu.h o
. #mazing number as do iive by this, and infach bigh apd
extravagant a manuer is 10 mec uiknows, but thatthey do
~ ‘e is moft undoubted.  However, ['fhal fet forth
* fome part of their art, and leave the reft to your own

- jucgement.

With yoor leave, therefore, we Wl“ juft take a thort
““trip 1o Marylebine, (for that is the chief place of ren.
- dezvous) the bowling greens there having, in thefe latter
yeurs, gnned ‘avatt pie-eminence and reputation above
~theret,  Thither mett of the noblemen and geml!‘ni:nf
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of the town, that affe@ that kind of recreation, generally

refort, . | have feen at leaft an hundred at a time follow-

ing one block, and the greateft part of them, five to one

I am cenfident, were rcoks and fharpers. "

When a match is made, which they are common'y
exceffive nice in, (but not fo nice neithe , but a fubtle
old one better knows prefently where the odds lic) then
you'll find the fport begins.

Here jou’ll hear five, ten, twenty pieces offered, the
Leader againft the Follower, or the Follower againt the
Leader, fometimes upon the Main End. Oftentimes you
will fee five er ten pounds betted wpon a fingle bowl;
and as nothing but gold is ever betted here, a man ought
to have a good flock that pretends entering into an en-
gagement with them. 3

The chief fecrec and myflery of all is, how one of
thefe profefled tetters manage their point; for, let the
game go for or againft them, it is great odds bur they
turn a penny to tneir own advantage, or, at leaft, fave
themfelves at the winding-up.

So firange as this may appear to an unguarded gentle-
man, it is certainly true; for I have heard one of thefe
fharping genivfles declare, that notwithftanding he had
loit five pieces by the bargain, yet he fhould be a clear
gainer of three guineas in the wain, which could be
done by no other means than his cunning and artful con-
trivarices in hedging, and his taking and laying the
odds, which is molt cerwain the chiefeft part in bet-
ung.

%‘his, Sir, is an a t that is not to be learned on a fud-
den ; and, indeed, it is much beneath a gentleman’s no-
tice, unlefs he has fome inclination to lofe his eftate firft,
and, being reduced afterwards to the neceflity of turning
rook for a livelihood.

Marylebone, as I told you, is the chief place a“out
town ; bat, for all its greatnefs and pre-eminence, itlies
under fhrewd fufpicions of being guiliy of fharping and
crimping 58 well as the reft.

The noblemen and gentlemen, indeed, T. firmly be-
lieve, are far above any thing fo exceflive bafe and for-
oid; but there is great caufe for jealouly on the part of

. thefe fharping i bef ioned ; for, when-

5 ever
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ever they find a convenient Green, with a number of ci-
tizens, monied fools, and {irangers, they are always fuse
to have a match prepared for the diverfion of fuch adven-
turers.

Oltentimes have T obferved, .with much pain and anx-
iety of heart, the fcandalous, unequal, and unfair deal-
ings, fo frequently praclifed among thofe kind of fharp-
ing gentry ; and what bas fiill grearly heightened my ad-
miration, and given me inexpreffisle diff: tisfaltion, was
to fee a number of gen'lemen, not interefied the leaft in
their tricks, winking and conniving at them.

In fhort, Sir, I’'m convinced it will be your beft way
Dever to come there at al!, and then you will he both
outof dangerand the temptation too; for unlefs you are
fo much the mslt r of youtfelf, as I know fome that are,
only te divert yourfelf with walking about, and making
obfefvations on the tricks and humours of the company,
you- will moft certainly be in exceflize great dacger of
being feduced or enfnared into fome fort of gaming,
v;l:ich you may perhaps have occafion to repent for ever
alter.

Here you may be equipped with each kind of game.
If you are for the famous one of two dice, well known
and properly diftinguithed by the memorable title of -Ha-
zard, there the Groom Porierhas a gentleman’ in ordi~
nary continually in waiting fo catch at whatever of this
kind may offer. If you are for Ba k-gammon, Trick<-+
track, Piquer, Cribbage, or for an honeft vpright game
at Whift, there are chapmsn enough willing to accom-
pany you at cither,

But, by the way, Sir, give me 'edve to offer this fmall
po:iion of friendly advice, which I doubt not will have
the defired eff«cl on your good und ritanding.—Beware
of their artful. infinaations 15 betray you into their artful
fnare; for it is ten to one, if they once bring yoa down,
(as they term it) if ever they fuffer you to rile again,
withont being firipped of every fhilling.

owever, Sir, [wonld not wifh to be too troublefome
or tedious vpon this head, as i; would be tak ng up too
much of your time, if you wil be o condefcending as to
do.me the hononr of taking a walk on the other fide of
the water, there you will meet with bowling greens, and
3 ¥ F | perhaps
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perhaps bowlers and betters too of a different ftamp; and
well worth obfervation.

A gang of fuch unaccountable creatures there are mix-
ed and jumbled Togetber, and fuch a frange and horrid
din of bia{phemy and {wearing, (too common indeed in
moft of thefe fcandalous kind of affemblies) that | knuw
not wheie to begin, or when to end my fad, fhocking,
and “i'mal account of them

Well, Sir, to have done with them as faft as poflible,
their common way of proceeding is th is——There are ge-

. perally five or fix that play at oue of thefe Greens, who
are looked upon to be the Cocks or chief Bowlers, and
thefe always keep together, unlefs they can draw ina
younkerto make a property of.

Their method of making their matches is, as at moft
other Greens, by drawing the dice, which, where the
gamefters are equal, is well enovgh; but then, on the
other hand, it feives only for a bind, in ofder to impofe
ugon thofe gentlemen who are flrangers, and quite unac-
‘quzinted with their chezting cefigns; lor, let the dice fall
which way they will, their friends and allies, the Betters,
give the fign which fidg muft win; and each of ‘tefe has
ahways his familiar or two near him to dire@ him, whe-
ther he fhall bowl on or off, either of which they willdo
for the intereft of fixpence advantage, %

When they arein want of a fourth perfon, which fome-
times happens to be the cale, they ate uncer the neceflity
of taking in a firanger to mzke up the fet, and then mat-
ters cannot be quite fo well nanaged in their favour.—
However, to make the beft of it, they all three bowl
againft 1im; and none more earnefliy th n bis own
partoer. ——He, of couife, muft leads and then, ii he
puisin a good caft, and leaves him beid at the block, if
the game b2 in any. dangér, he will be fure to be two or
three twrne over; and eithér wreft bm «ft, o ftrike up
che- advedfary: and, to blind the Ricnger, will impu-
dently pretesd o jullfy the thing, sotwithflanding the
mijcariage, 10 bg the judgment of t e gamey and if he
could hove ftruck the oiaer out; which be never intended,
tney bad been up. y st

Yo _'I_n
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In fhort, they manage the matter fo, that unlefs the
ftranger be able to beat them all three, he moft neceffarily
lofe his money; and yet they carry on the game fo equal-
Iy, and with fo much feeming fairnefs and policy, that it
is almoft an impoffibility to find them out.

1f they get'a franger to. engage them hand to hand,
let him be ever fo exact and judiciou: a bowler, they will®
find outfome means 1o cheat him of his game.

The following are fome- of ‘the methods frequently
ufed for that pupale; fome will.be croffing the ground,
others bawling and confounding him with impertin-ot ad-
vicg, juft on the delivery of his bowl, to make him for-
get his lengths; or, perhaps, one of the gang will pre-
tend to have beted on his fide, and fo endeavour to per-
fuade him to teke falfe ground.

When fuch like mean artifice fails, they have yet ano~
ther expedient. _fuft as he is become zequainted with the
running and biaffes of the bowls, they pretend a genile-
man is come who owns them, and muft have them, Here
is another pair of the fame fize and weight, and equally .
8 goud; only it is the gentleman’s humcur to bowl with
none other,  And thefe, peihaps, are back biafled, pege
ged, loaded, “or played fome other tricks with ; fo thag
itisimpofiible to come near the mark with tham,

L could enumera'e a number more of their artful tricks
bat they are ncither worth your time to read, nor mine to
write; for, befides thef: cheats and tricks, afier the di-
verfion is over, you muft accompany them to drink 2
bottle at fome friend’s ; fo, as they, like all other game-
Hers, bave their whores, fetters, and rick-pockets, fale
dice, and cards, and every other dangerous engine on al
occafion:, I hope my caution, as well in cvery other as in
this particular, will” have the defired effedt, 4nd prevent
you country gentlemen from enfering into fuch deft ve-- -
tive delufions, which too frequently end in utter ruin.

- Having therefore faid as wnnch of cach of the diver-

fions and games in and about London, which are in

themf fimply i and healthful, and ferve for
~ recreation both ro body and mind, as may guard the un~
~wary from falling a prey to fach dangerous fets of human

monflers,” I hope every gentleman will have jtin his pow-
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es and real gentlemen, who, having a few leifure beurs
upon their hands, do frequently exercife and amafe them-
felves with fuch forts of divesfion, but always wih a
cautious eye upen frangers, left by engaging too far in
their company, as well knowing their cunning derices,
they fooner or later become, like too many others, the

_fagal vitims of the tricks of the town.

THE
CUE A R A CUT ECR
% 3
HIGHWAYMEN, or SCAMPS.

HESE are generally perfons that have been accuf-
tomed to extravagant dving and lewd women, and
thu: éxhaufted their fubflance. 1f fuccef(sful in bufinefs,
they appear as gentlemen, #1d get acquainted with the
oftlers on the road, and fome landlords to obain inteili-
gence. Gemilemen travellers frequently call for the laud-
lord to take a glafs with them; and in the courfe of cen-
ver(ation difcover what cafh or notes they have, and where
they lie, the road they are going, and the inn they ufes
When Mr. Scamp comes, be calls for a bosile or bowl;
and afks, Wh t news? when, perhapsy the landlord; un-
defigaediy, informs him that fuch or fuch company are in
the houfe, who have given inteliigence concernng vasi-
ous particulars, which he repeats, if time permits, For
thefe reafens many gentemen are purfued on the 101d;
though more are et by cha:ce. Highwaymen ge
crofs you before they falute; but I advife all lemea
travellers not 1o divulge what fublance they have with
them to any -landlord or oftler, efpecialy within forty
- VVLBHSG miles
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miles of London; as they generally difcover all the in-
formation they can get, either through ignarance or de-
g0, g
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HESE are the more delufive, as moft of them are
2 men of reputable extraltion, tolerable education,
and decent appeaiance; bat through vicious purfui s have
-fquandered their fortanes, and loft their reputacion. They.
“range the town in.the garb, and under the chara@ter of
geau:men of independent fortunes; 'and make i their
bufinz(s to find out young heirs of much wealth, and lefs
. prudence, who having left their rural ahodes, and being -
capiivated with the novelty of a town life, often affect
compgny of thofe wh, according to the common
rafe, are faid to know life. They commonly refort the:
illiard table, the cock-pit, the race courfe, the tennis
Court, and bowling green; in the refpective games be-.
nging to which they are generally well verfed by a lozg
ce coftly experience. i
Having been 2s they call it taken in themfelves, they |
ely infer their right to take in othess; and accordingly
their whole minds to that bafe purpofe, Conftant
lice teaches them almoft at a glance to difcern the:
meflet from the cake, as they term it; and fuch & one
oner entered their place of refort, but chey devife:
40 draw him in for the plate; and generally firip.
. ' B350 SR his
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his pockets befora he departs. So fallacious are they,
that they will, even under the mafk of friendfhip, draw
an unguarded genercus man into the moft deftruétive
meafures, and fhare with their bafe confederates the pro-
dud of their treachery, If you hazard your money in
bets with a fharper, as cheating is his infeparable qualifi-
cation, you have not only blind chance to deal with, but
fuch a combination of deceit, and foch a train of tricks
and flights linked together, that even good fo tune idelf
is not {ufficient to gua'd and fecure you againft them.
Nay, if you could arife tu a degree of eminence in any
particular game, he would even then devife means, either
by working up your paflion, or eluding your infpeétion,
to froftrate your point and ca ry his own.

He will ‘inveigle you, from time to time, into ene
fport_or another, amongfl others of his clan, who are

adepts in difimulation, uil they have genteely flzeced you

of perhaps your all; and treat you afterwaids with as
much indiffecence as he at firft affeted refpe@. When
you can no fonzer adminifler 1o his iniquitous’ purpofes,
be will net only defert you, but make fcoff of your iny
experience and credulity.  To fom up the charadter of a
fharper, he is one who fupplies his exrgencies by fludying
and pra&ifing every meacs that may deceive the credu-
lous, allore the incxperienced, trapan the ignorant, and
miflead the well difpofed. His confcience is feared, as it
wee, with :a hot iron, he is regardlefs of the laws of
God and man, as far as is confiftent with his fecurity, and
is fo abforbed in vice, that he is infufceptible’of every
homane or honourable fentiment. To avoid the fatal efs
fefts of connexion with thefe Tnakes in the grafs, if you
have no acquaintance in town, be very cautious of keep=
ing company. If any ope behaves with extraordinary ci-
vility towaids yo1,#or affe@ts to defice your friendfhip,
teware of him, Jiflen not to his enticements, for as you
are a fuanger to him, his defire of cultivating an ac-'
queintznce with you muft arife from bafe or felfifth views.
M you are accofted in the ftieet, Park, or any place of
public refort, in the ordinary way of converfb,‘cgncem-'
. ing the topic of the time, orany incidesta) fubjeét, aff &

‘

either nct to hear, or twrn afide. ‘This is a veij common

meibod of preceeding with thofe gentlemen. 54
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In fhort, take nothing. on truft, nor make any ac-
quaintance, till affured of their way of life and moral
charaéter. “a - A

oot0 foutostock sootcoliste
oK %0 3. 00 300 0
THE
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T HESE are lazy vagrants of ruined charaters,. who
are employed to trapan ignorant unfufpe@ting men
10 enter into the fervice of the Merchants, or ja ime of
war into he army or pavy. lhe) hasnt night hoales,
petty ale hoofes, and the fkirts of the town, ‘Their
ufnal method is- to accoft a countiyman in the common:
manner of falatation, and if pofiible inveigle him into a
hoofe to drink, If poor John catches at the bait, zh'ey
then put the liguor about brikly, and if they find it be-
ins to operate, they quettion him concerning the time of
is being in town, the profeffion he follows, or intends to
follow, &c. If he has been bred 10 any trade, they inti-
mate to h m the {operiority of a gentleman foldier’s life,
who is in the road bo h to fortune and preferment ; if of
no trade, and in queft of a piace of fervice, they aflure
him they will provide him with every requifite for a gen-
tlenin, without the drudgery of menial life. - It is very,
‘common at their places of rendezvous, to have two or.
three fellows aitired in ferjeants regimentals, who are
ready 10 affure them of their fpeedy preferment, and that
they need not doubt of the fame. When he becomes in-
‘toxcated, they fiequeniiy flip money into his POCketé

: S . an
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and i an hour or two afterwards, falute him as a brother
foldier ; if the poor countryman difcovers any forprize at
“this falutation, they then “apply to their pe juréd com-
rades, who are ready to atteft his acceptation of bounty
money in confideration of enliling: and te prove it, he
-is re‘erred to his own feeling. The aflonithed innocent
then puts his hand into. his pocket, if capable, fiads the
money, and is ftrock with amazement  If the liquor
operates according to the bafe defire of thife who admi-
nifter ir, they fave themfelves farther trouble after they
have palmed the money on the unfufpeiiing man, by
conveying him 1o bed, locking the doer of the room,
and lczving him to | is morning refletions.
The 1eader may readgily co ceive the aftonithment of
the h-neit couniryman, when he awikes in a ft:ange
place, finds a c ckade in his hat.- or the money in bis
pocket. In vain he expoflulates with the m- rcilefs myr-
midon, who is ready to Twear it was an aét of bis free
will, and it he defires to be exempted from the obliga-
tion, he mult come down fomething handiome.  Trus
the poor harmlefs, honeft man, is trapanned either into
a ftate of flavery, (for in many cafes it is no betier) or
obliged to purchafe his deliverauce st an extortionate
rate, 3 £
This is the common meshod in which thef: enflavers
of the unwary commonly proceed : and fuch the two ge-
neral confequence of their vile crafts, and the ciedulity
of inexperienced youth. - £
©  To caution you againft thefe fedccers of the unthink-
ing, obferve thar many of them,drels in the garb of offi-
cers, and ftand often at the door of an alehoufe, in orcer
t6 accoft paffers by, - Scme of (hém appear in other garbs
and their boficefs is to alivre you to the houfe where the
pri cipal villain is ready to receive you. The firlt you
may know by his drefs; the latter you may fufpe& from
his impertincnt acdrefs : you have theiefore only 10 re-
‘member (hefe deferiptions, and avoid whasever tailes.in
the leafl wich them, Pt s
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THE
Ci B A R ACT 'E R

OF
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HESE rabble of cheats are fuch as from their

youth have been trained to the bafe art, which

confifts of a kind of flight in picking your property from
you imperceptibly. Their chief refort is Black Boy Al- -
Jey, the rbinous buildings abour Chick Lane, and fuch
like places. They atiend on pablic occafions; fuch as
publicdays, proceflions, extrao dinary fights, &c. They
generally go in clans of a man, a woman, and children,
each of whom have their refpe@tive departments. Ia
erouds they affet a great defire of pafling, and the ufual
method is for the man 10 joftle the perfon pointed cut as
the mark, while a boy or girl does the bufinefs, and con-
veys the plunder to a woman,.and then makes off fre~
quently under a coach or two, if there are any at hand.
They ‘alfo irequent places of public worfhip, that are
geaerally crowded through fathien or the popularity of a
preacher, from which they -frequimly carry off a good
booty; and indecd embrice every opportonity, when
there is likely to be a concourfe of people. - Thefe are
the moft dificltof al’ cheats to gard againfl in London,
becaufe they are m-re in number, and often in purfurt of
prey. The moft effectual method I can preferibe is, to
avoid all crowds, which are frequently raifed by thefe
means, and if you go to places of public refort, leave
_ every thing valuable behind: you, and always be upon.
zabgnavd. “Ladies in particular fhould be careful of
it watches and tweezers, as thefe are eafily cut from

- theirfides, {
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HESE are arrogant mifcreants, that fob thou-
fands, not on'y of their meney but their health.
They pretend to a knowledge in phyfick znd lurgery, on
the ‘mere foundation, perhaps, of.having done the me-
nial offices of gentlemen of the faculties; or peihaps a
few receipts from: fome of their own vile fraternity,
They have nothing’ to 3 d them but a
efirontery, and no o:her means of palming their pefife-
Tous compounds upon the pnwary, than puff, groundlefs
aflurances, and infolent detration.. They have alfo a
convenient back door, and Pprivate room, a regular fur~
geon and phyfician to agtend, and a thoufand fuch like
allurements, to entice you to the tuin of your conflites
tion. ¢ & 2
Country people are more efpecizlly lable to be caoght
in their fnares, from want of ‘acquaintance in town, and
if their cafe is venereal, through fhame- of divalging it
to thofe with whom they refide.  To castion you agaiofy
thele musderers of the conftitution, 1 fhall ley before you
" their general method of treafing the unhappy patient in
venereal cafes particularly. s R
.~ When the infe@ed perfon applies, they judge of his
circumftances generally by his appea ance, and take care
to make him come down before they proceeJ to bufinefs.
After exzmination, if they find him a novice, they en-
deavour to intimidate him, by P ing the ftate of
* kis cafe to be much woefe th n it rea ly is; but yer, to
extort money, promife, ithftanding the malig
mawre of it, a (peedy and cffc@ual care. Having gi

en
< him.
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him fome of their compounds, with dire@ions concerning
the application of them, they appoint au interview ara
certain time and difmifs him. He then muft produce
another prefent, and is difmiffed as before: Their com-
mon method is to dally with you as long as poffible, and
then either deceive you with, a patched up cure, or more
dreadful fymptoms than appeared on yoer firlt application,
but the former is.the moft common cafe, of which there
are daily inftances in this town. To aveid all conn &ion
with thefe worit of deceiver, apply, on all occafions, 10
perfons of eftablithed repute from a regular education and
fair charalter.

B REaL RS

o or
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N .this cheat there are alwavs two or three fharpers

topczrned; and it is penerally pia@tied at night.—
COne goes o1 one fide of the fireet. toe oher oo the
other; and§f they m-et a countryman with a portm h-
teau, box, or bundle, ‘hey lol'ow him uniil ~e refls it
Qce of them then goes uo-to him, and fays, 1’1 give
you a fhil ing to carry this letter (o that houfe, b caule |
de not'c re.to go myfel?, but do not fay. In the mean
time they p ke off with the booty. If be refts not on
the way, oue of them will go uvp to him and afk him
where he is going, and if unacquainted with the trick,
will gain fiom him certain intelligence. He then informs
his partner, v.ho being gentecly dreffed, goes forward to
the houfe, and having left his hat with a comrade, ~
B > % comes
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_comes from the door juft as the countryman arrives, and
cries, What made you ftay fo long? then takes the
things from him, and bids him go over the way to that
houfe or tavern for fome beer, or a bottle of wine, and
fays, Bring change for a guinea, or I cannot pay you.
While the perfon is gone over, the things are brufhed,
that is, carried off, tothe great furprize of the bearer.

IF they fee a countryman with a bundle afking the way,
they will accompany him, pretend to dire& him, and
carry the bundle or box for him; and whillt one takes
the perfon forward, the other gives them the drop, down
fome yard or alley, having previoufly agreed where to
meet again with the booty ; fo the poor ignorant man is
left in the Jurch.

C B vRi AL S

oF

T i L e e

BESE fons of rapine generally ply in publick
laces, and their ufual method of procecding is as
follows. When they fee a novice or countryman pafling
they beckon to bim, and if he hiftens, inform him, that
they have various foreign commodities to difpofe of at*
lefs than balf pricé, buc as they are run, privacy is re-
quifite, and they muft therefore beg the favour of him
to ftep with then (o a place convenient for the purpofe.
If the cheat fucceeds thus far, the firanger is condu@ed
-~ through fome lane, alley, or, bye path, to' an ob care
carner provided for their defign. When he is enteréd,
and the Duffer begins to bring out his commodities, in
: comes
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wontes an accomplice, as pretended, on the fame errand,
end to carry on the delufion, cheapens and pretends to
purchafe different articles.  Their cargd ehiefly confifts
©f handkerchiefs, filk and cotton flockings, remnanis of
old filk, &e. which being flolen, picked up in Rag Fair,
or elfe bad of the kind, and therefore bovght at.acheap
rate, they impofe frequently on the novice as foreign,
and thereby extort from him treble tife value. If fo-
fpeéling the cheat, he is tardy, and by his behaviour ia-
dicates an unwillingnefs to deal, they begin to bounce,
and affec to wonder at his impudence in bringing them
thus far to the lofs of iheir time, and perhaps a good
cuftomer, for nothing. [f this prevails, they threiten,
which generally forces the intimidated ftranger to deal
for fomething. * If he fends for change, he feldom fees
his money again, and asthey alwayslead him to intricate
holes and alleys, canfeldom get any redrefs. In fhort,
if they once trapan an ignorant perfon into their clutches,
itis rare he efcapes, without much coft or vile abufe.

Thefe being defcribed, will be fhunned by turning a
deaf ear o their folicitations.

AN
‘AcCCoOUNT
i “ o
Moa‘x‘ AUGCTIONS,:

~ A UCTIONS, or felling goods' of any kind hly. ad-
% vance to the higheft bidder, are in general delufive,
and feldom anfwer the end’ of the purchafer, as he fre-

G quently
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‘quently ‘obtains his commodity at a very exorb'tant

rate.

The credu'ity, wvanity, and ambition of mankind

p ompted their inftitarion, to fubferve the -purp fes of

thofe who make 2 trade of the folly of others. If the

belt are feldom free from devices, what muft we fay of
thofe we are about to de‘cribe? A more palpable dela-
fion prevails not in London, that feat of fraud. 1 term
them Mock Auions, becaufe they are deceits through-
out. Their ‘advertifements fet fo'th the fale of p-rions
who never exifted, and owners that never poffefled fuch
property. ~Thefe au@ioncers are grn-rally fellows who
have forfworn honour and modefty ; and being reduced

to a crifis of foriune, devife this bafe expedient for a

living. :

Having taken a petty fhop, they bring together their
flock of goods, which, for the moft part, are faclty ;
they then employ three or four infamous puffers of each
fex. * Thefe puffers are fuch as they find neceflary to pro-
mote trade on two accounts, both affeéting to purchafr,
and thereby ftimulating ftrangers to bid, and alfc by ad-
vancing, preventing many commodities from going off
under a certan flipulated fum,

Preparations thus made, up mounts Mr. Orator, and
the cheat begins by putting up part of his flock. e

He harangues, perh-ps, on the excellency of a filver
watch made by an eminent hand, and put up at the fmall
rate of only two pounds ten fhillings.

To ezsry on the device, and attraét the not'ce ¢ f pal-
fengers, the waich is handed round the compaay. though
confilting of piffersalone; one bids, anuther advance:,
and the bufinéfs is carried on with great [pirir.

When the buttle has biooght ia a few Riange's, and
they find a novice difpofed ¢o bid, they cauiio ly avoid
dallyinz wnen a mosth is near the mark,

la like manoer they proceed in other refpis, and as
their commoditizs are ever defetive in fonie point of
other, aod they employ the meaneft Lirclings to delude
the ignorant 10 bid their u:moft value, and often much
more, they cancot fail of deceiving zll who, through
inexperience, are allused (o become purchafers at fo frau-

. dulent a markets $ o i
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Many novices and countrymen have thoughtthey have
Bought bargains of this rabble; bue tiing-kasfoon con-
vinced them of a palpable delpfion. -1f my country
friends, io the courfe;of a vifit to London, are difpofed
o purchale any commoditics it affords, I would advife
them to repair to the fair tradefiman, swho feomns to avail
bimfelf of their iexpeiience, and will treat them on
the fume terms as the moft fkilful in the aricles for
which they deals then will they fhun fraud, und enjoy
a future fucisfiction, in having expended their money
on-a valuable acqu fiiions

INTELLIGENCE OFFICES.

THERF. is not a more palpable frand impofed
upon the town than that pradifed by moft of
thete offices. 8

“They are generally carried on by perfons wholly iili-
terare, or thofe cf ruined fortunes and characters,
whofe only recommendation is a.tolerable coat, a pow-
dered wig, and a confummate effrontery.
_ Theit windows are always filled with fictiioas wants,
in order to muke a parade of bufinefs to draw in the un-
wary for inelligince. §

On your entrunce, the book is opened, your‘mmc
inferted, your fhiiling paid, and you become a candi-
date for a place-of confidersble profic, according  to
Your capacity; ory if a mafler, {tand entitled to a good
fervani. It you are defirous of raifing money on an

Gz 3 eftate,,
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eftate, or any kind of goods, they will help youto a
coger, who fhall advance the ready at atrifling interefs
and moderate premiums: in fhort, they will afliit you in
the difpofal of any incumbrince of eftate or effeéts, in
the mot genteel and expeditious manner,

They live by bubbling mafiers and fervants, pretend-
ing to do that for you which they never defigned, and
promiting that which sthey are certain they can never
cfic&.  Country people, for want of acquaintance. in
town, have ofwn begn made a prey by thefe vorac'ous.
animale, after duncing attgndance on “them every day
£} fevera) months togethier, making a thoufand appli-
cotic n vain, and being foled our of fome pounds,

But thefe offices are anended with more defirudive.
efieéts. 'They have often been the markets of the
pmp, bawd, and procurefs, who have reforted to
them, o fee what geods came in:l and hear wh;re a

retty country girl was te found, by means of the
Ii:h:g,i)fllcr. }zymight witho’:':;c be prov{d that fome of
. thefe gentry have been in fee with the pimping profef-
fion, and that many innocent girls owe their ruin to
their combined fraud. s

Country people of neithér'fex can with reafon pro=
pofe“to_themfelves any advantage from applying to
thofe offices, .;vhber(as they arelidble, if conbeéted with
them, to be bubbled, cajoled, and trapanneds

THE
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THE
S oA 0 AR L o
OF

FORTUNE TELLERS.

HESE gentry, by dint of aftrology, impioufly
pretend to prefeience or knowledge of future
events, With refpe@ to aftronomical predictions, we
bave: had abundant proofs of their verification; bur:
every fober thinking man muft be convinced of the
abfuidity,ias well as prefumption of ' a fhort-fighred
mortsl’s claiming a certain knowledge of what fhall be~
fall an individual in the courfe of a tranfitory and uncer-
1ain life. ‘
~ Buch is- the credulity of mankind in general, that
many, live in.this as well as in other countries, by ab~
furdly amuling. the curiofity of ignorant: men and. filly
women. :
fo the countries, the myfterious art is profeffed and
practifed by gypfies, and' many have daily recourfe to
their all-exploring faculty.. :
~Intown, the {urprizing myftery is arrogated by a few.
- moted profeffors, whofe houfes are as much crouded on:
particalar oceafions-as a courtier’s on a levee day.
Thither repair: 4 crowd of defponding fwains,. to be
+ affured concerning the affcétions of their {veet hearts;
thither flock 2 train of youthful virgins to learn their
future deftiny ;. thither flies the lofer to recover darling
- g:‘m::y,éand‘ thither the fond mother to know the-
SR n-of an abfent child. %
- In fhort, to thefe repofitories of fare' daily. repair:
the eredulous,. the: inquifitive, the defponding,, and.
the doubtful. :
. On their entrance, they are fhewn into a room fet: |
- apaut for the recéption of the cultomers; as but one at
e BLC SN 3 time
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a time can be admitted info the Sandum Sanéforum,
where fits this prodigy. of fcience. When you are ad=
mitted o an interview, you firft compliment him with
a prefent, which, if you defire minute information,
muft be in proportieu to the imporrauce of the event,
and your anxiety concerning it. With folemn afpet
he demands the fubjeét matter of your enquiry; which
told him, he paufes {me tine, then afks you many
circumftangial wﬂiuns, and afier another paufe, re-
veals the importhnt feciet, and difiniffes the credulous
enquirer with the air of a moft profound philofcpher.

The miads of thefe perfons are, doubtlefs, affeGted
according. to the predictions of Mr, Infullible; which
muft certainly have an influence on their future con-
du&. Many have been fo elated by affurance of future
fuccefs, that, grown infolent in their ftations of life,
they bave loft the very means of Hliing.

Others, deprefled by ill-fated predictions, have funk
into defpair, and neglected the common concerns of
their Tank and @tation.

As a proof of humsan credulity, T ha!l prefent the
reader. with a- fingular inftance of dexterity practifed:
with as fingular fuceefs in the black art.

A young gentleman falling in love with the daugh-
ter of a weulthy merchant, but being deprived of the
confummation of ir,, through the difagreement of their
refpedtive parents, went on his travels, and among:
other places came to Hamburgh, “where he happened ro-
be in the company of a gentleman, who fpeaking of his
brother at Londcn, faid he was lately mairied to the:
daughier of Mr. a hant in that city. © ¢

‘The gentleman hearing a name mentioned, which
was-the {ame with that of his former miftrefs’s father,
enquired where the perfon; who was hu:l! married, '
Jjved, and being certificd of is name and place of
abodey failed for England the firfh opporcunity. On
his anval in Londou, he went w the houfe aceording: -
o the directions given him at Hamburgh, and en-
quiting for the gendleman, found that he was in the:
couniry, and-would not return that night.. He: then,
enquired_for the lady (whom he well knew, though
fhe yemembered mot him, beil “much. altered by the:
s o ’ ;o S P SR
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cutting off his hair and marks of the fmall-pox) and:
pretending to have letters of recommendation from her.
hufband’s_brother at Hambuigh, defired to be enter-
tained as a fervant.  The Ly replied, that her huf-
band being abfent, fhe could nor give him a decifive
anfwer ; but as he had a let-er from her brother-in-law,,
he fhould be welcome 1o a night’s lodging in the houfe.
He embraced her offer with much apparent chearful-.
nefs, and immediately entered the houfe-  The lady
pretended indifpofition, was for guing to bed, in order
to burry him away fuppeilefs, which he obfer ving, de-
fired a little beer. - When the-maid was goneto fetch ir,
be had leifure to look.about, and efpied, among it other
things, a clorh laid in an ample manner asif for fome
banquer, from whence concluding that this preparation
could not be for. the next day, but that fome perfon
was to come in her hufband’s abfence to partake of the
dainties, he determined to watch their motions.  Now
it_proved according to his_(urmife,. this entertainment
biing provided for the regale of a gallant who had
madean affignation for thut nighr,, )
He accordingly came at the appointed hour, and was
received with maks of the mofl endearing refpect.,
This caufed the firlt lover to regret his hard fate; ne-
veithelefs,, he refvlved to know the event of, the, af-
faiter "0 | ¢ v
They had no fooner fat down to their regale, than a.
knocking was heard at the door, and the maid difcos.
vered it to be her mafler..  This put them mto fuch a
confternation, that had fbe not been a woman of ready.
invcn(irm, .and_extraordinary; prefence of -mind,  they
muft have  been dewcéted; but thrufting-her fpark, the
provifion, table, bottles and ali, into an adjoining clo-
fql*,hl_hc,gc(ook herfelf to her couch with her prayer.
Lo k inher hand.. b i
Her hufpind entering, thought himfelf happy in a.
i onflandy at_her prayers, and told her,
ifcourfe, that he was going to Gravef-..
l, to g ve orders about the lading of a fhip, but had.
beard fhe had fallen down to the Nore, and coming off-
i, er, he was hungry, and mi 'ﬂ_ﬁave fomething =~ -
per.. Hlis virtuous wife told him, that he being,
je had prepared nothing, = 4 o
: ie
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\
|

‘The ftranger now took an opportunity to fhew him-
feif, and being demanded by the nmafter who he was ;
the lady.informed him, that he was one who had letters
of recommendation to be a fervant from her brothersin
law at Humburgh. The old Don then afked him his
qualificatiotis,

“ I buve,” replied the other, ¢ been bred a fcholar,,
and tuken fome degrees at the Univerfity.. T can writea
godd hand, and wnderftand accounts well; befides
which, during' my refidence ar Owford, I fpent fome
timein the fludy of magick, or the bl.ck art, for which

3 4
-1 was: cxpelled, F ean perform fomething wonderful,

yet without danger, | can difeever private enemies; re-
venl robberies, help right owners to goods flolen or
loff, aud to fhips becalmed procure & wind, thar fhalt
buing them to their defired port.”—¢¢ I wifh then,” faid
thie cld gertlemun, @ you could procare me a fupper
to-night, for iy appente is very keen.” ' With this
with he promifed to eomply; and the lady fearing the
difeovery of the intricuz, oppofed it violently, 6l the:
fham conjuror affured her, by a private fign, ‘that he
would preferve her’ honour ‘inviolate; fhe confented,.
on condition that fhe fhouid have nothing to terrify
hers

“OuF magician then began his incantation —Mephar+-
bus! Mephorbus! Mephorbus |- thrice have Iinvoked
thee my iljar, be thou now affiftant to my defires, .
fu, whatever a hungry appetite requires.. -

Ppﬁ?a mikifyg :h:plgwelcz figns' on' the Zodiac, and
muttering’ fome unintelligible jargon, he paufed, avd.
flood' as«Jf liftening toan invifible fpeaker ;- then told:
them that they might fall to and eat heartily of the
meat that was provided for them, which ftood’ the
table ready furnifhed in fuch' a clofer. When the mufs-
ter of the houfc had appeafed his hunger,. he defired to .
be informed by what means - ail xhi pr‘év.iﬂdn\g:

: brqu’g\n mm the clofet,, nr‘hgfhm—nw!\hh‘
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invocations thus—DMephorbus! that lurkeft here, put
oi humap fhape, appear vifible to our eyes, and come
forch in the likenels of a fine well dreffed gentleman,
fuch as may pleafe this ludy,

Upon 1his, the young gallant camie forth, and the
door being opened for him, he pafled through the room
mauking a bow, and went into the freet. 4

Thus the prewended conjuror came off with applaufe
on all fides, Thne mafter of the houfe was obliged to
him for procuring an elegant repaft 2t a time he wanted
it—ihe lady for getting id of her gullant—and the gal-
Liat for fuch a fivourable opporiunity of efcaping from
her hufbasd.

Whether this relation” be true or fabulous, it is as
well authenticated as the prefent faculty to which our
modern fortune tellers pretend, notwithitanding, thro
the credulity and folly of mankind, fuch infamous
cheats are protected and encourged, J

. Asa further detection of thefe vile impoftors, 1 fhall «
cife a particular inflance, wherein. their abfurdity. ap=.|
pears moft glaring. ‘

There now lives in 'this town a famous wife man,

‘who is & great pretender. to the art of forcune-telling,

and has acquired fuch reputation among the lower clafs
of people, that be has forty or fifty fuols-to attend him. -
every morning; {ome women to know when they fhall
be married; fome married women, whofe hufbands are
at fea, or in foreign planiations, to kmow if be can

[xt"e them any tidings concerning theb ftate and circum=
. ltances; fome perfons to know whether lh';:'y fhall be

profperous in their marriage, voyage, or bufinefs in

!x.t:‘s:'and others about ﬂ:t‘:‘: gmg:gand the like. Ans

.'lgmmiww married lddy, having heard much of Mrs

eli-truth’s name, refolved to be determined whether -

b_'ﬁ pretenfions were well foanded, or his followers

were. . She accordingly applies to*the Qracle, and
on her approach to the chiir of infallibility, told him,
in. a fubmiffive manner, that fhe defired ta be informed
when Providence would biefs ber with a hutband.—

Huying examined her phyfiognomy, the prophet told
‘her the man was yet unknown to her, who would cer=
‘taiply ‘mairy her within a few weeks, by whom fhe

: \ fhould

{
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fhoald have three children, then bury him, and marry
a fecond time foon after; very much to her advantage as
well as fatisfaction, and fhould live happily with him
to a great age. -

“I'he lady then remonftrating with the iinpoftor on his
fallacy, and declaring that fhe had had a hufband nine
he defired to fee her band once more; upon a

review of which be crie¢= ¢ F was miftuken, for E
pow find thou baft a hufband, but he is fuch a very
finull one that I can with much dithculty diftern his tig-
nofic.tion in thy palm.” = Huppening to guefs vight 1n
this particular, the lady burlt into laughter, and being
well pleafed with the cunning of the chear, went dwiy
confirmed in her opinion, that there was nothing in his
pretended fkil but mere guefs and fubtiltys -

A counny gentlemin, ftrangely infatuated with an
opinion of aftrology, had recourfe to this famous pla-
net Juggler, and refolving ro venture fome money in
the ‘lotiery, gave him a guinea to affign him a lucky

- bour for that purpofe. ; T

After the impoftor had jumbled togethera pareel of
ﬁ%urcs to amaze the queiift, he fixed on a cerain time,,
wherein he fhould be fortunate. The gentleman, pur-
fuant to the ftar-groper’s directionsy bought a ticker,
which coming up an hundred pounds, he'prefented the
old fox with ten guineas, and defired he would mention
another day in wh ¢h he might again ‘be fortunate.

"The bait was greedily fwallowed, and the day fized:
on which 1he gentleman purchafed rten tickets;, but to
his morification, they all came up blanks; and his only
recourfe was, to go- back, and curfe the philofophe. 5,
a:1d'his mifgaiding flars. } 9 :

= There Lved a tew years ago,a'lv the county of Surry,

a-famous. ger, who, to deceive people, had feve-
ral bells placed in & ftudy above ftuirs,, the rapeu'o_?
which hung down  the wall of:a dark ftair-gafe; one
fignifying loft fheep, another cloaths flolen off the
~hedge, “another  firayed or ftolen horfes, which were
the chief things about which! the country people res
’gn.iimlto,.him,';;m,' Saeaabasiy f el opd iy, gl

Aftrol
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A butcher having lolt {ome fheep, went to the aftro-
Toger’s houfe, and having acquain-ed the fervant with
the nature ot his bulinels, the heep bell was tinkled,
upon which the I &or came down, put on his fur cap,
and conjaring countenance.

He immediately addr fled himfelf o o> butcher,
with—How n.w, friend! Ull warrant you have loit
fome fheep, and you wantme o give you tidings of
them.—Y s, noble Doltor, (fays the man.) Coine,
{(fays the Ducter) walk into iy parour, and 1 will
endeavour to give you fatisfact on. The butcher fol=
lowed, and happened to have a dog with hm, which
-crept unobferved under one of the chai the fervant,
according to cuftom, had dreffed himfelf upina bull’s
‘hide, waiting for his fummons to appears FThis-given,
he made his appearance, and the dog being of the true
breed, feized the Dotto:’s afliftant, and made him roar
Tike the beakt he reprefented.  The conjurer rifing ina
great paffion, cried out, Take off your dog, you rogue,
take off your dog. The butcher having difcovered
the chear, replied—Not I, by my to h, Dodtor,
Xnow he’s as good as ever run: let them tight fair, Doce
tor. ~If you'll venture your devil, Tl venturg my
dog. Tue Dottor, at length, was glad to pay the man
L for his fheep, to prevent a further difcovery of his no-
torious frauds. ~ 3

In fhort, a train of mifadventures have atrended this
diabolical cheat, .and many live to rue their credulous
Tegard to it

T would therefore particularly admonith my country
friends, to contemn fuch arrogant pretenders to an at-
1 ibute of the Deity; to banith all idle and groundlefs
fizggeftions, and profecuting the paths ‘of honour and
virtue, leave othsr concerns to an unerring Provi-
dence. i
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HIS is thelaft of the pernicious charaéters we

l propofed to difplay to the view of our readers, as
of injurious tendency (0 all who are influenced by
them.

Though at firft view thefe may appear harmlefs and
inoftenfive, yer their difpofiion muft divert them from
thofe purfuits on whicn depends their meft important
intereft,

Goftips I confider as referring to the female fex, and
would undeiftand by the term, perfons who through
hubit or inclination, are addicted to perpetual chit-char,
and therefore always know more of their neighbour’s
concerns than their own,

Converfe with Goflips always encourages a fpirit of
detraction, cheiifhes envy, and foments animofities.

They are led by their practice 1o lye, neglet their
duty, and fquunder their time;  Which confequence
will inevitubly render the rich defpicable, and the poor
deftitute; and every confiderate perfon knows; to what
tiying rempration penury reduces, when charaéters are
ftiired, or reputation Icft, ;

Shun thereforg ali converfe with Goffips, beciufeem
¢ Evil communications corrupt geod munzers,”

WL N

. UvamIHSC





















e R BHSC



