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ADVERTISEMENT
TO THE

SECOND EDITION

T HE defire of imparting ufeful know=
ledge at a feafonable jun&ure, haftened the
firlt publication of this pamphlet in the
midft of particular and unexpeéted avocas
tions. — The demand for 2 fecond edition
requires and permits a more accurate revifaly
and the opportunity has not been negledted.
Some paffages have been correfted or ex:
plained, and many additions are now intro=
duced.

On this recent fubje& no information
could be obtained from any books what=
foever ; but the beft judges in cach arti-
cle of exports and imports had been fepa-
rarely confulted, their feveral opinions had
been carefully weighed and compared, and
the fame interefting queftions have been
again fubmitted to a fecond and more rigo=
rous ferutiny.

SHEFFIELD.

DowNING STREET,
“JuxE a5, 1783
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INTRODUCTTION

SINCE the firft publication of this work
upwards of a year has elapfed, and no lefs
than feven profefled anfwers have appeared 3
T am not, however, convinced that they dif-
prove one material fa&, or confute one ef=
fential argument. Many parts, indeed, are
mifquoted or mis-flated, and others are mif=
underftood.

It is the opinion of all with whom I have
converfed, that thofe pamphlets do not re-
quire any anfwer; butasthey contain ftrong
affertions, which may perplex: or deceive,
and as many people may not have taken the
trouble of informing themfelves fufficiently
to fee that they are in general without foun-
dation, it is perhaps more refpedtful, it is
perhaps due to the public, to fhew that their
authors proceeded upon grounds that are fal-
lacious, and that not one of them fairly
meets the queftion.

1 do not mean to enter the lifts in the way
‘of controverfy, as fuch a labour would be
almoft endlefs, and would afford no gratifi-

a cation
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it INTRODUCTION.

cation either to the public or myfelf =i
expofe their numberlefs abfurdities and mif-
reprefematiohs, 1 fhould indecd be obliged
to comment on almoft every page they have
written ; feveral of their errors, however, are
marked in the notes to the following work,
and fome others will be noticed in this in-
trodu@ion. Had fome of them not been
quite fo angry, they would pofﬁbly have
reafoned better : they muft excufe me if I
do not think it worth while to be angry in
my turn; 1 have no obje& but to difcover
and lay open the truth for the public benefit,
"The pamphlet which firft z\pi:eared, and
isentitled ¢ A Letter from an American
to a Member of Parliament,” does not at-
tempt, even in the moft diftant manner, to
difprove a fingle fa&, or to anfwer a fingle
argument that I have advanced, unlefs by
afferting, for truths, the greateft extravagan-~
cies, without even a thadow of proof to
fupport them. The following is a fpecimen
of this author’s knowledge: — He fays, that
the American States can Nnow fupply the
Weft Indies with beef, butter, tallow can-
dles, foap, beer, and even bar iron, cheaper
than Europe— but enough of fuch a writer,
"T'he fecond pamphlet is entitled ¢ Confide~
rations
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INTRODUCTION. it

rations on the prefent Situation of Great
Britain and the United States of America;
particularly defigned to expofe the dangerous
"Tendency of Lord Shefficld’s Obfervations,””
&c.  This appears to claim more attention,
The author informs us, that he has {pent
the fummer in collefting materials ; but he
gives noauthority for the calculations he has
produced, or the tables he has inferted :
wherever he found them, they differ mate-
rially from the Cuftom-houfe entries both
of Britain and America, and contradiét them
in very frequent inftances; many fa&s ad-
vanced, as from thafe entries, are found to
be without foundation, or enormoufly exag-
gerated.  The author fays, the Americans
formerly took 25,000 hogfheads of fugar
annually from our iflands. The Americans
had no motive for entering lefs fugar at the
Cuftom Houfe than what they aftually im-
ported from thofe iflands ; yet certainly their
importations from thence never, in any year,
exceeded 6700 hogtheads, reckoning only
1000 cwt.  to the hogthead. The exaggera~
tion of the account he gives of the quantity
of refined fugar taken from hence, is equally
great. Above 150 pages of his work are
filled with calculations and affertions, hazar=

a2 ded
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iv INTRODUCTION.

ded without any apparent authority: the ars
ticle relative to thipping is the moft extraor-
dinary of the whole; it is entirely built on
an erroncous foundation, and therefore the
deduions from it muft be fallacious. The
fame author argues, that the American
States, although now foreign, ought to be
indulged with nearly all the commercial
privileges which they enjoyed whilft Britith
fubje@s; that in return they will fupply
our Weft-India iflands with provifions, lum-
ber, &c. and take from thence fugar, rum,
&ec, That they will become our thip buil=
ders, we being unable to build fhips but at
an intolerable lofs. Singular as this mode
of reafoning is, it is completely of a piece
with all his other difquifitions. He holds
out this farther advantage to us, That the
Americans will take our manufaétures when
they cannot get the fame articles cheaper,
better, and on longer credit, elfewhere. This
work at firft appeared anonymous, but a fe-
cond edition is now publifhed with the name
of Richard Champion, Efg. late Deputy
Paymafter, &c. with many additions; which
ferve however only to confirm what was
fufficiently evident before, that the author
had no fufficient grounds for his former afs

: fertions,
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INER ODUCTTYON &' v

Gertions.  He feems now to give up the ex-
traordinary account of fugar, and complains
that he has been mifquoted, particularly as
to the thipping. I had no intention of ,quo-
ting his very words, nor profeffed to do fo:
the miftake, as to his meaning, has been ge-
neral among thofe whom I have heard men-
tion that paffage; but my obfervation is
omitted in the prefent edition; and it is un-
neceffary to ftate particularly what he has
faid, becaufe no part of his argument is ad-
miffible, from the entire want of authority.
The furvey of fhipping which he mentions
is extremely well known ;  that each fhip is
rated every time it fails, and may be rec-
koned four or five times in every year; what
elfe makes the thipping at Whitehaven ap-
pear in fuch furveys more confiderable than
that of London, but that the tonnage of
every thip that carries coals to Ireland, or
even fhorter diftances, is reckoned each time
it fails ® Mr. Champion thinks proper tofay,
that I have afferted our foreign trade has in-
creafed within this century in equal propor~
tion to our colonial, and that in every point
of view, and in all cafes, I confider thé
Cuftom-houfe accounts as affording the moft
authentic information; but for thefe affer-

; tions
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tions he has as little foundation as for his
own — that the colonial trade has increafed
within this century from 500,000 1. to
6,000,000L. or for many other things which

* he thinks proper to make me fay. ‘This au-
thor is moft pointed in his animadverfions
when he gets hold of errors of the prefs ;
in fuch cafes he returns to the charge a fe-
cond and a third time. From an error in
printing, it was faid, one fifth fhould be
added to the tonnage of fhips, inftead of
one third ; but it does not appear where I
faid one half fhould be added,

‘The next pamphlet has for title,
¢ Thoughts on the Proceedings of Govern-
ment, refpeting the Trade of the Weft
Indies with the United States of North
America, by Bryan Edwards, Efg” If it
had not had a name prefixed to it, this pub-
lication would have been pafled over in
filence. — Mr. Edwards thinks it neceflary
to tell us, it has coft him but little trouble,
If 1 had heard fimply that Mr. Edwards
differed from me in opinion, it would have
made fome impreffion ; but by giving his ar-
guments, he has relieved me from all em-
barrafliment. A refidence of fifteen years
in a Weft-India ifland, does not, of courfe,

b give
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give the ability to judge of the prefent
queftion. Mr. Edwards will find himfelf
extremely mifinformed as to the impoffibi-
fity of the Britith fitheries in America and
Europe being able to fupply our Weft-India
iflands; as well as to the ability of Ireland
to furnifth a fufficient quantity of provifions
for them ; and notwithftanding his affertion
to the contrary, he will find that there is
white oak in Nova Scotia, and plenty of
lumber, and that the harbours there are
never frozen*, ’

* Mr. Edwards pleafantly obferves in his new edi-
tion, that this affertion is unfortunate ; but it only ap-
pears that he is ignorant, and that he fuppofes the har-
bours of Nova Scotia are frozen, becaufe that of New
York is. He feems not to know that the tide rifes pro-
digioufly on the coaft of Nova Scotia, particularly on
foie parts of the Bay of Fundy, to the height of 72
feet, which is no {mall hindrance to the freezing of the
fea ; and that although the winter is longer on the pe-
ninfula of Nova Scotia, it is milder than at Bofton or
New York, which arifes from its being nearly furroun-
ded by the fea. The upper patt of the harbour of Hali-
fax is fearcely ever frozen; but when it is, veflels can
come within George’s Ifland, and within lefs than a
quarter of a mile of the town; but the outward har-
bour without George’s Ifland was never frozen, and
‘would hold any fleet. It may be entered at all times of
the year; and there is good anchorage in it,

" Mr.
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Mr. Edwards feems to think, and with
fome degree of difapprobation, that Admi-
niftration had been forward to furnith this
work with authentic documents. = The fe-
veral editions had been almoft nine months
given to the public before Mr. Edwards’s
pamphlet appeared ; and although there had
not been more than three Adminiftrations
during thofe months, it does not appear for
which of them the blame is intended ; but
it may be proper to exculpate them all, by
declaring that none of them, nor any part
of them, furnithed materials or information
in the fmalleft degree, or had the leaft know-
ledge of the publication *. It is not impro=
bablé one of thofe Adminiftrations would
(as Mr. Edwards fuppofes) have gratified the
public with authentic information, if it had
been defired. One obfervation more fhall
be made— that the refpectable chara&er of
the Governor of Jamaica derives' no addi-
tional luftre from the publication of his an~
fwer to the Grand Jury,

* This affertion is elegantly and politely exprefled
by Mr. Edwards in his new edition ; — ¢ T apply, &c,
without feruple to thofe defigning and peftilent fpirits,
on whofe fecret fuggeftions the noble Lord has confe/~
fd{y formed the opinions promulgated in his wark.”

Page 85, fec. edit.
The
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INTRODUCTION. ix

The ¢ Free and Candid Reviewer” is the
next of my opponents: he indeed clearly
proves his title to the firft epithet which he
affumes, but by no means evinces that he
merits the latter, As to his other proofs,
they are no where to be found; for he de-
pends wholly on declamation. His explana-
tion of the principle of the Navigation ac
s a notable inftance @f the degree of know=
ledge men fometimes have of the fubjeé on
which they think proper to write. With
the afliftance of the credulous Swedith tra-
veller, Kalm, he acquaints us, that all our

remaining colonies are nothing but rocks, .

froft, and fnow, and that wheat did not
grow before it was fown, He did not advert
that Kalm wrote near forty years ago, when
thofe countries were in a very different ftate
from the prefent.

1 forbear to point out the number of falfe
quotations and mifreprefentations in this
pamphlet, Whoever reads it, will do me
the juftice not to believe I have faid the
things that are ftated for me, without exa-
mining my own book. It isdifficult to treat
with ferioufnefs the affertions, that flour and
bltter will not bear the voyage from Britain
and Ireland to the Weft Indies; and that the

b " American
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American States alone can furnifh thofe artis
cles tolerably good. In fhort, the only cir=
cumftance in which I can agree with this
.author is, in wifhing the remaining co-
lonies to thrive through any other means
rath’er than by building and payigating
thips. i
This, and the fecond author, are more
refpeQable, as writers, than the reft; but
being more  volumingus, of courie they
contain - more . bulky mifreprefentations.
As to argument, whatever there is of
it, in any of thefe writers, may be found
repeated by them all ; therefore I fhall only
reply in general, and pafs over the other
pamphlets without particular obfervation,
Among the reft, would have been pafled over
in filence, a publication which feems to
have no other claim to notice, but that the
name of the Secretary to the Wefi-India
' Committee is affixed to it. - When the faults
of an author may poffibly arife from error
only, Candour diftinguithes them by the
gentler terms of miflake or mifinformation s
but thofe faults have not tlie fame preten=
flons to indulgence, which belong to men
who are “either well informed; or at leaft
have the means of being fo, The mifre~
prefeny
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INTRODUCTION: . =&
prefentations of fuch men will naturally be
confidered as interided to deceive the public:

The work in queftion dppears a very bold
attempt -to impofé upon this country in a
point of the higheft eoncern; = There are
other epithets which I fhall not ufe, which
are deferved, which will be' undetftood;
and will be applied. As to fuch of the
Committee as read that work; and yet fuf:
fered it to be publifhed; I would impute
their approbation of it to idlenefs, igno=
rance, or prejudice, rather than to any worfe
fource: they ought, however, in a matter
of fo much confequence; to have refufed the
fantion of their names to ill-founded faéts
and fallacious arguments : where my book
was quoted, they ought to have feen that
the extracs from it were made without mif=
‘reprefentation, and not partially, and that
words were not introduced into quotations;
which cannot be found in the work ; this I
had a right to exped, although that juftice
has certainly not been done me by their
pamphlet.

My opponents; for the moft part, difinge-
nuoufly pafs over every thing I have faid in
favour of the Weft Indies; and endeavour

b2 to
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to render perfonal thofe obfervations which
were meant to be general, and which I
fhould never 'have fuppofed to contain re-
marks either invidious or offenfive. - It has
been afliduoufly reprefented, that I have ex-
prefled myfelf contemptuoufly and unjuftly
of the Weft-India planters, or merchants,
in what I have written, I have too good an
opinion of the underftanding of the gene-
rality of them, to fuppofe they thought fo,
or that it is neceflary for me to contradiét fo
unfounded an affertion. I never intended to
exprefs myfelf flightingly of that refpetable
body, nor had I any grounds for doing fo,
till a Committee of them ordered their Se-
cretary to put his name to the work in quef-
tion. - If the Committee has fuffered in the
eyes of the public, they muft blame #heir

- author. But I am happy in the opportunity
of declaring an high opinion of the worth
and fpirit of the Weft-India gentlemen in.
general, and that fuch of them as 1 bave
had the honour of being acquainted with,
merit every regard.

As the ‘pamphlet I have laft {poken of
frates nothing of confequence, which may
sot be found in all the other publications
on the fame fubjet, I omita more particu-

lar
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Jar notice of it — it will be generally an-
fwered with the others,

The queftion between us amounts only
to this — Whether the Britith Weft Indies
can be fupplied with lumber and provifions
at a moderate price, and their rum find a
market without the admiffion of foreign
thipping into our Colonies ? and whether
the Britith dominions can maintain fhipping
fufficient for their trade and fupplies ? The
queftion is not, at prefent, whether the
Britith dominions can fupply the Britith
‘Weft Indies ; but whether all the world can
fupply them in Britith fhipping ? -

The advocates for what is called the Weft-
India caufe, fuppofe the intercourfe in Bri~
tith thipping entirely thut up, and that no-
thing can be obtained or carried away unlefs
the American fhipping is admitted into our
Weft-India fettlements, where the fhips of
no other country are permitted to enter.
To this, 1 truft, the experience of upwards
of a year, and the circumftances ftated in
this work, will be deemed fufficient anfwers,
But thefe advocates are determined to fup-
pofe the Britifh Weft Indies will be reduced
to the fupply that can be got from our re<
maining Colonies, and that that fupply will

4 not
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not be fufficient. The fufficiency of Canadd)
Nova Scotia, and Newfoundland, is fully’
fpoken to in the courfe of this work, and
the attempts to undervalue them mufk be re<
garded as unavailing.  All the obfervations
on thofe Colonies are equally applicable to
that part of the New-England provinces;
from whence lumber was brought, as much
as to Nova Scotia. On the whole, there i
no circumftance which is not proved, except
the point, whether the remaining Colonies
can fully fupply the Britith Weft Indies
with lumber and provifions, if all inters
courfe between the American States and the
Britith ‘Weft-India iflands were ftopped.— -
1 fear it will not be tried ; but on this it
may‘be faid, there is only aflertion on either
fide ; yet there are, at this time, numbers
of perfons now in London, who can give,
who have gi‘}en, the moft fatisfaltory evi-
dence on that point. To prove that it is
impoffible to get the quantity wanted, my
opponents make great ufe of a Cuftom-houfe
report, figned by Mr. Stanley, Secretary to
the Cuftoms, in order to fhew the prodigi~.
ous .demand. The original papers from
whence this account was taken, have been
examined, and many inaccuracies have been
. ~ found.
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found. It appears, that under the head of

ftaves, thingles were alfo inferted in the ac-

-counts from all the ports of Jamaica, Mont-
ferrat, and fome other places of lefs confe-

quellée. In other iflands, even feet of plank

-and boards are clafled with ftaves ; and in the
account given by the Weft Indians, the whole
from the above ports appeared as fo many of

the latter, although it is probable that above

two thirds of them were fhingles, as the ex-

portation of this article’from America, for

three years, was no lefs than 102,627,250,

whereasthat of avesinthefame fpace of time

amounted to only 28,758,260, Thismakesno
{mall difference in the calculation, as white-
‘oak ftaves are worth cight times as much as
thingles. It had appeared extraordinary, if

even a namelefs author had omitted the fol-
lowing memorandum, which appears onr the

face of Mr. Stanley’s report: — ¢ The

officers at Jamaica, for three years, have
inferted in their returns, ftaves, heading,

and thingles, under one head: at Mont=

ferrat, for 1772, they have blended lumber

with ftaves, fhingles, and heading s and for

the year 1773, have put ftaves and fhingles

together ; therefore thofe articles, for thefe

iflands, cannot be feparately diffinguithed in

' : ihis
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#his account. 'The officers at Sandy Point,
in St. Kitt’s, Port Antonia, in Jamaica, and
at Nevis, have not mentioned the particular
quantities of the cargoes, but have inferted
them in their returns under the different ar-
ticles of lumber, ftaves, fhingles, and pro-
vifions, confequently they cannot be inclu-
ded in this account.” And thus Mr. Stanley
did that juftice to the public and himfelf,
which the Committee of Weft-India mer~
chants have not done*.

The accounts which are given in this®
work are made as exat as they can be from
official documents; but there is no objec-
tion to allowing every thing the Weft-India
advocates pleafe to flate as to quantity of
lumber ; for the more that is required, the
greater obje it is to Britain to retain the

# Their accounts of fugars, rim, and fifh, are equally
erroncous, They have under-rated fugars, exported to
England in the year 1773, about 12,000 hogfheads ;- and
in the fame year they have over-rated rum exported to
America, 417,347 gallons, as may be found from the

_ papers laid before the Houfe of Commons 3 and they
feem to have over-rated it the next year about 1,100,00Q
gallons, as their exports for any one year, taken in the
ten preceding years, fall fhort of that quantity. The
article fith, imported into the Weft Indics, they have.
under-rated,

freight.
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ficight. If the lumber, cattle, and provia
fions, at the port of exportation; amounted
to 500,000l the freight was worth, accord- *
ing to the Weft-Tridia pamphlet, at leaft as
much more*; and confequently an object
of the higheft moment to the empire.

As to the firange accounts of - fhipping, -
freight, &c. given by the American and
Weft-India writers; they fufficiently difcredit
themfelves; but that part of the fubject
is fully treated in the courfe of this work 3
and it is needlefs to obferve more at prefent;
than that the peace left a vaft quantity of
thipping unemployed ; that we find we have
enough ; that there never was a period at
which we could take up any new branch
of the carrying trade with fo much advan-
tage as the prefents that the prodigious
number of artificers raifed by the war are
employed, and will be fufficient to furnith
the demand for thipping. But as the fub-
Jet of freight is particularly interefting, I

* According to the pamphlet of the Welt-Ind:
Committee, the freights on cargoes from America to
the iflands, were more than equal to the firft coft of
the cargoes ; if fo, the balance againft the Britith Weft
Indies, in favour of America, greatly exceeds what has
hitherto been imagined. Lot

e thall
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fhall fhortly add, that before the war it was
from 41. to 51. per ton from Philadelphia to
Jamaica ; the fhips feldom had a return cag=
go; even a quarter of a cargo was {feldom
obtained : — one half ‘of the fhips from the
port of London to the Weft Indies go out
in ballaft. Our rate of freight is 30 per
cent. cheaper than that from Philadelphia
to Jamaica. ‘Almoft at any time an out-
ward-bound Weft-Indiaman may be charter=
ed from 1os. to 15s. per ton. If thofe thips
fent out by the way of North America
fhould make but a freight of even 10s. per
ton, and from thence to Jamaica at 4l it
swould leave confiderable profit to the own-
‘ers, and the circuitous voyage could be per-
formed without the {malleft prejudice to the
freighting at Jamaica 3 for it would only be
neceffary to. fit out the thips that arrive in
May, June, July, &c. in the fucceeding
months, inftead of laying them vp in the
river (as is now the pratice) till the end of
the year. Even the thips fitted out from
the Weft Indies will have it in their power
to carry on this trade on better terms than
the Americans, who formerly depended en-
tirely on outward freight. Their veflels ge-
nerally returned back to the refpetive ports

£ to
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to which they belonged ; therefore only car-
ried fuch articles as were likely to anfwer
at that particular market; but we haviug
the whole range of the American coaft,
fhall thereby be enabled to carry a-full cargo
on a trading voyage; and if fo, the balance
of freight will be confiderably in our favour.
Obferve the advantage an American thip
would have, if permitted to 'go to our
iflands ! — The veflel fhall fail from Phila-
delphia with a full freight to Jamaica, fup-
pofe 8ool. take in a cargo of fugar, &c. for
London, 1400l. and at London for Phila-
delphia, fuppofe only 300l 5 thus 2500l. of
freight may be cleared in niine months,” The
confequence would be, that the fame owners
would next year fit out more fhips ; others
would follow their example, and in a little
time, they would have thips enow in the
tade to carry home all our produce, 'The
American fhip having three freights to de~
pend on, whilft ours have only one, or at
moft one and a half, could always afford to
take in fugar 6d, per ewt. cheaper than ours;
fo that in a few years it is more than proba-
ble we fhould not have a fingle Weft-India
{kip belonging to this country. ~ Our failors,
who would be employed by our rivals, and

€2 who
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who always look upon the port to whick
they belong as their home, would of courfe
become Americans ; our fhip - carpenters
would be out of employment, and would
emigrate. The American citizens would be-
come our carriers and fhip-builders, and pro=
bably in lefs than half a century they would
exonerate us of our Weft-India fettlements 3
which, under fuch circumftances, certainly
would be the beft thing that could happen to
us*: but, reverfe the cafe, and the confe-
quence will be, that we muft reap, exclus
fively, all the above advantages, :

The Weft-India advocates fay, the coms
merce of Americais, beyond all equivalent,
more neceflary to the BritithWeft Indies than
that of the iflands to America. But the con~
trary of all their affertions is fully proved by
the accounts from our iflands fince the pros
clamations took place ; and that the iflands
may be fupplied on as good terms, indes

* If it were poffible to be permitted to carry our pras
duce and manufaQures to all parts of America and the
‘Welt Indies, and to carry from thence the produce of
thofe countries, many will think, we fhould be better
without continental or fugar plantations. But the car
riage of the Weft-India trade, and the feveral fifheries,
are the great foundation of ournavy, :

pendent
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pendent of the American States, even from
the port of London, (without allowing for
the cheaper rate of freight from the latter)
appears from the following prices current :

At London, 24 Dee. 17834 At Philadelphia, fae datey
VR T A
Fine flour, per 1o0lh. o0 16 o (e
Cormmon do. perdo. o614 © et1gito
Mefs beef, perbarrel, 2 2 6 24 i
Do. pork, perdo. - 2 8 o 3 900
o Grplio

‘White-oak flaves, - 6 5

Sterling, 12 5 6 1211 3 fterling:
The other articles that are eflential in the
i'ﬂﬂuds‘nrg boards, &c. of which we fhall,
ere long, get a fufficient fupply from our
remaining colonies; and it fhould be re~
marked, that London was equal to the
above fupply at’a time when the fcarcity of
corn in England was fo great, that, within
a thort time, the importation amounted, in
value, to near a million and a half fterling.
And although it miay often happen, that
flour fhall be cheaper at Philadelphia than at
London, yet, upon an average, the diffe-
rence of freight is fo great, that Great Bri-
tain and Ireland may furnith it to the Weft
Indies cheapey. ;
-1t is confidently objeted, that flour ex-
ported from England will perith before it
5 i - can
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can reach the Weft Indies, and that ftaves
from the Baltic are not of a proper fize for
rum puncheons. It is hardly neceffary to
anfwer, that although there may be an in-
fance where flour thipped in bad condition
may have perithed, yet it is certain, that
Englith flour, freth and in proper barrels,
may be carried to the Weft Indies in perfect
good order, and will keep in that climate
jult as long as the beft flour imported from
America. This is proved by experience,
before, during, and fince the war. As to
the ftaves, wherever pipe ftaves can be
found, puncheon fiaves may be had alfos
and it is well known, that before the war,
during the war, and at this time, large
quantities of Hamburgh puncheon packs
were, and are, exported to the Weft Indies;
and, at this moment, any  quantity may be
thipped from London at 14s. fterling ; and,
including freight and charge of fetting them
up, they will not coft . the planter more
than 25s. or 30s. During ten years preces
ding the war, even in the cheapeft times of
American. lumber, puncheons were never
under thefe prices in Jamaica. - Another
circumftance thould be mentioned, - that be-
fore the war, the general price of ftavesat

1 - Phila«
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Philadelphia was from 9 to 12 dollars per
1000 ; and as they are zow at that market
from 18 to 26 dollars, it is not reafonable to
expet that we thould hereafter be fupplied
with thefe articles at the old prices.

Vet it is aflerted, firft, that unlefs the
Americans are permitted to bring their pro-
duce to ‘the Weft Indies in their own bot~
toms, as before the war, the iflands will be
ill fupplied, precarioufly, at a dear rate, and
even at the rifque of being ruined or ftarved.
Secondly, That the iflands will lofe the
American markets for fugar, rum, &c. and
that confequently the prices of thefe arti-
cles will fall confiderably in value. Thirdly,
That the Americans will certainly thut theie
ports againft Britith thips. « As to the firft,
fince the month of December laft (which
was as foon as it was poffible for the owners
of Britith fhips to avail themfelves of the
proclamation) the Weft-India market has
been very plentifully fupplied ; and, by the
laft prices current, the above-ftated articles
are cheaper than before the war, and moft
articles fully as reafonable. As to the fecond,,
even fince the month of December laft,
fugar, coffee, &c. has been gradually advan=
cing in price, and is, by the laft price cur-
rent,
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rent, from 1o to 15 per cent. deafer thad
before the proclamation reached Jamaica* §
the

* This is proved by the folloW%ng prices ctirrent;
which alfo confirm, that if the Americans thall be pre=
vented from carrying their produce to our iflands, we
€an do the bufinefs on terms fully as advaitageous
that the fupply fhall be more regular than before the
war; that the iflands will thereby, at all times, and for
ever, be independent of the American States, whoj
on every occafion, avow themfelves the allies and friends
to France.

General Price current of Flour and Lumber, at Kings
flon, Jamaica, for ten Years pfeceding latt War;
viz.

Averages
Superfine Flour, This article Hever fold

under 20s. per 100lbs. 5 it frequently is as

high as from 3¢s. to 405, and fometimes at

45s. The medium price may fairly be put

from 255, to g3os. being much oftener at

thefe prices than any other; therefore the

barrel of 196lbs. would of courfe be worth

from 495, to 685, 9dy . 214 &
‘White-oak Staves, per 1000, (1200 tothe

1000) with proportion of heading, have

been {6 low s 8l. and fo high as 231, but as

they were oftener from 10l: to i4l: than any

other prices, the average will be —_— 12 6 &

- Red-oak Staves, per 1006, (¥200 to the

1000) have been as low as 7L, and as high as

20l ; but they generdlly run from 8, to 121, o

the average of courfe,  * = 10 B

Common
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thie ptice of rum being from 2d. to 4d. per
gallon higher (2s. 6d. at the out-ports, 25, gd,
at Kingfton) than ever before the war; and
by the clearances at the Kingfton Cuftom
Houfe alone, it appears that eighteen fail have

cleared

Average,

Common Boards, per 1006 feet, have been

from sl. to 151 but generally from 71 to 1ol.

is - o i o 8 10 o

Cyprefs and yellow Pine Boards, per 1000

feet; from 6l. to 15l but moft commonly

from 81. to r1l. —_ — s=2 9 10 o
Pitch-pine Scantling and Boards, per 1000

feet, from 8. to 181, but more generally from

9l to 12l..is e e 10 10 o
Bofton Shingles, per 1000, from 155, to 258. I lo o
Cedar and. Cyprefs Shingles, , per. 1000, .

from 5s. to 755 but generally from Gos. to™

708 — — — R Y
‘Wood Hoops, from America, per 1000,

{1200 to the 1000) from 51, to 81, F=54 6 foire
Englith Wood Hoops, per 1000, (1200 to

the 1000) from 10l to 151, = & 12 fo e
N.B. The above are the prices by the quantity, and

on the fuppofition that every-atticle is good of its kind;

the . retail prices would of courfe be proportionably

higher. R e » s E
Before the war,, the price of rum ufed to be, at the

out-ports, from gs. 2d. to 25 4d, and at the Kingfton

market generally from 2s. 4d. t0 25.6d. ~The difference

of price arof from the advantage of: freighting, &c. at

Kingfton, and the greater demand at that market.

e Price
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of February to the 2oth of March, chiefly
laden with the produce of the Britith Weft
Indies,

Price current at Kingfton, Jamaica, the 12th of May,
1784,

Mefs beef, from Gos. to 65s.—Is not expe@ed to be
much higher. :

Ditto pork, from 75s. to 82s. 6d.—Will continue, if
large quantities are not imported.

Butter, from 15d. to 16d.—Has been about this price
for fome time, and is expeted to continue high till
about September.

Herrings, from 3. to 40s. being a perifhable article,
fluGtuates ; they have been rather lower for fome time
patt.

Flour, fuperfine Philadclphia, from 40s. to 45s. per
barrel.—Very little has arrived fince winter ; unlefs very
large quantities arrive, it will not be much lower, nor
much higher than gos.

Common ditto, from 325. 6d. to 378, 6d. — much
about the price it is expeted to continue at, g

Englifh fuperfine ditto, of 28olbs. per barrel, 5051
purchafed 240 barrels, the other day, from Captain
Fowler, at this prices
" Rice, 20s. per cwt.—As veflels are daily arriving
from Georgia and Carolina, I do not think it will be
higher ; the laft cargo fold for 20,

White-oak Staves and Heading, from ol. 105, to
ol 115,

Red-oak Staves much about the above price, not be-
ing plenty.

As no demand will be for fome time for ftaves, it is

probable they will be lower,
d2 As
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Indies, which is double the number of veflels
that at any former period cleared out on that

Pine-plank boards from 11l. to 131, —will be lower.
Ditto Scantling and ranging Timber, from gl. to 11l.

—expedted alfo to fall.

Common Boards, from 8l. to Tol.—were lately as high
as 15l. in retail, but expected to be much lower foon.

Ditto Scantling and ranging timber, from 6l. to 7l—
T paid gl. 15s. for the Iaft cargo I bought of this; they,

00 doubt, will be lower.

Sugar, from 28s. to 37s.—Great plenty at market,
— will probably fall,

" Rum, 2s. gd.—is the price has been given for fome
time paft; plenty at market ; no doubt will be 2s. 6d,
foon. /

Coffee, 70s.—Any alteration will be in confequence
of advices from Britain.

Mahogany, from 371, 105, to sol.

Logwood, 7. per ton.

Dry goods will not fell at any price, Eatables and
drinkables plenty, and very low.

voyage
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ket, we fhall fell to the States double the
quantity we did before the war, efpecially,
as the Americans, from the want of the
{pecie or bills which they formerly took from
our iflands, and from various other caufes, will
not be enabled to trade to the foreign iflands
as they ufed to do.

As to the third aflertion, that the Ame-
ricans will thut their ports; the improbability
and futility of fuch a meafure is fully fpoken
to in the courfe of the work; it is natural for
them to threaten it; it is the only argument
their advocates in this country have left to ufe.
It is true, fome of the Affemblies and Com-
mittees have come to refolutions, that Con-
grefs ought to be invefted with certain powers
to regulate the imports and exports of the
States : (but on this they can never agree’;)
and it is alfo true, that attempts to give fuch
powers to Congrefs haye failed.  If Congrefs,
however, had the authority, they want the
power to enforce it. It is no objedt to the
mals of the people of America, what fhips are
the carriers of their produce. There is no pro-
portion between the number of the Americans
interefted in the free export of their ftaple com-
modities, and the few merchants of that coun-
try who are interefted in the carrying them in

American
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American bottoms. The American planter
will not fubmit to prefent ruin for the lofty
but diftant profpect of an American marine, or
merely for the advantage of the American
fhip owner.  Philadelphia and New York
may talk of fhutting ports; in the mean time,
New Jetfey is preparing to make Perth Am-
boy a fre¢ port.  Other States may lay addi-
tional duties on the tonnage of Britith thip-
ping; thofe, however, laid on by Carolina, were
impofed previous to their having any intelli-
gence of the proclamations, or reftrictions as

they are pleafed to call them.
But the laying duties or burthens on Bri-
“tith fhipping is not new: it appears from Mr.
Chalmer’s very excellent work, intitled ¢ Poli-
tical Annals of the prefent United Colonies,”
that long before independence, Rhode Iland,
Maffachuffets, New York, Pennfylvania,
Virginia, Maryland, and South Carolina,
impofed duties on Britifh thipping, or allow-
* ed advantages or exemptions to their own.
It is not therefore furprifing that they do fo
now that they are independent. But thofe
duties will operate as tages on the American
planters, becaufe every burden impofed on
the Britifh purchafer will fink the price afked
by the feller, and what the planter may want
r to
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to buy he muft purchafe with the addi~
tion of the duncs impofed on the thip-
Pl[]g

In fhort, it appears that the arrival of the
proclamations had the temporary effe& of
raifing prices in the Britith Weft Indies, and
the planters were at firft alarmed — Ships
were hurried out from hence and every quar-
ter with fupplies; but before their ‘arrival the
markets had fallen {o low, that there was a
lofs on the voyage.

Ships that had gone out-to America with
dry goods, took eargoes from thence to the
Weft Indies; fo that on the 11th of January
1784, there were upwards of 17,000 barrels
of flour at the Kingfton market, and Phila=
delpia flour was offered under 30s. currency,
or 215, 5d. fterling per barrel.  Between the
1ith and 25th of January eighteen Britith
thips brought 5659 barrels of flour and
70,800 ftaves and heading, and 343,000
fect of lumber*, :

The

* Extra&@s of {undry Letters from Jamaica,

¢ Kingllon, Feh. 22, 17847

¢ You have alfo inclofed a fale of the flour — You
are lucky in fuch a return } it would not bring half the
mohey now ; never was this market {o over-ftocked
g with

‘
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The annual confumption of flour in Ja-
maica appears to be about 23,000 barrels-—
In the year 1773, 25,000 barrels were jm-
ported, but of them about 3 or 4000 were fold
to the French.

with that article as it is at prefent, 1 fuppofe Philadel-
phia flour can be purchafed under 30s. per barrel 3 and
from there being upwards of 203000 barrels for fale in.
Kingfton, good and bad, none are inclined to fpeculate
in fo dangerous an article; thaf two-thirds muft be un<
fit for ufe beforé the other one-third can be ufed, un-
lefs a foreign demand takes place, which at prefent is
not likely.  Dry goods are in alike fate according to
their value. We could at prefent purchafe London goods
at ferling coft without any charge whatfoever.”

“ 17th February.

“ I have got fifteen puncheons of rum on board
the brigantine already, and hope by the 1ft or roth of
March to have the whole quantity on board, provided
the people who have promifed, comply with their pro~
mifes; but I am very much afraid fome of them will
fail, as there are fundry purchafers for riim and fugar
from Kingfton, for the Amierican market. Rum has
broke at 2s. 6d. per gallon and puncheon 40s. and fu-
gar from 25s. to 30s. 6d. per cwt. but I with from the
aumber of purchafers it may not rife ; there are now
five veffels here loading for Philadelphia, New York,
and Charlesttown, and niore expected ; T wifh they may
not averftock the American market.”

e As

VYABHSC



ZXXIV, INTRODUCTION,

As feveral of the fhips in their way
to Jamaica, touched at the Leeward Iflands,
and as they did not . there difpofe of the whole
of their cargoes, it is to be concluded the
price of the articles in queftion has been equal~
ly reafonable in thofe iflands.

Of Canada, the author of the Weft-India
Pamphlet remarks, that in the year 1775,
the export was ¢ quite inconfiderable;” yet it
amounted to 175,050 bufhels of wheat, and
7115 barrels of flour; that in 1778, about
3000 barrels only were exported to. New
York and Halifax; yet the quantity ex-
ceeded 20,000 barrels; that its greateft ex-
port, viz, that of 1774, amounted to a
“ merce trifle compared to the demands of
the fugar colonies,” yet it was in that year
463,494 buthels of wheat, and 5428 barrels
of flour and bifcuit, which was equal nearly
to the whole confumption of the Britith Weft
Indies. The exportation of corn from Ca-
nada muft undoubtedly have been diminifhed
by the rebel invafion, by the war, and by the
great addition of troops— Arbitrary reftric-
tions of the exports muft have difcouraged
agiculture,

But I have infenfibly noticed the mofk
eflential parts of the Weft-India Commit-
tee pamphlet. ‘Thefe inftances, at leaft,

are
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are {ufficient to thew the very little pur-
pofe it would anfwer to follow the author
more minutely. I can fcarcely find a cir-
cumftance mentioned by him of Canada, St.
John’s, and Nova Scotia, that is founded.
But this Canada, which ‘s now o defpifed
by Weft-India planters, is the country for
which the fineft pofleflions in the Weft Indies ©
were given up, through the influence of thofe
planters, becaufe an’accéffion of fugar colo-
Tonies would bring a greater quantity of pro-
duce to market, and might Tower the price and
their profit. ‘Thofe politicians who regret the
Tofs of the American provinces, have other ob-
Jections to the ‘change,

The tranflation of the Vicomte De Damas®
proclamation, as publithed by the Weft-India
Committee, is obfcure ; but there is one of later
date, ‘which may in its turn be already abro-
gated—1t is, however, perfeély well known,
that the Ameticans are not allowed to carry
away fugars from the French iflandss nop
have they any advantage that they had not
before the war.

The confiruction the author of the Wefi-
India Pamphlet puts on the a& 6th of Geo.
HL and 21ft Geo. TIL. -which was {olely in-
tended ‘to regain the trade with the Spanifh

o e main,
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main, is beyond meafure abfurd; it converts
the Independent States into foreign  Cos
lonies. i

It is remarkable how repeatedly my oppo-
nents, when on the fubjeéts of fifheries, fhip-
ping, &c. quote the opinion and evidence of
Meflts. Walker, Glover, ' & who were
?agents, and brought forward for a particular
purpofe; but never mention the contrary dif=
interefted, and much more refpectable, evi-
dence of Sir Hugh Pallifer,” and alfo the
evidence of Mr. Lifter, &c. before the fame
Parliamsnt. :

I have one complaint more againft my
critics: it is, that they have not furnithed me
with a fingle corre@tion, which in fuch a
work is rather unlucky: indeed they feem
to impute it to me as a crime that the feveral
editions of this work have been amended 3
et {o fortunate had I been in my firft infor-
mations and opinions, that the moft hberal
affiftance (which I acknowledge with. the
greateft thankfulnefs) has not made-it necefs
fary to alter one material fa& or opinion of
confequence, But now they have farther
ground for diffatisfaction; this edition is con=
fiderably angmented, and I hope improved:
If the 5000 copies which are publifhed
fhould not be fufficient, and more fhould be

: ~ demanded,
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demanded, it fhall be my care that every
futare edition fhall have all the amendments,
the information, my friends or the friends of
the public may enable me to give.

My critics are perfe&ly welcome to com=
ment on the arrangement of this work, which
has gradually increafed from ;o to 400 pages,
by infertions into every page on every new
vevifal; neither ornament nor even order was
to haye been expefed: ornament was,
from the firft, difclaimed. To re-caft the
whole would have been moft reputable for
myflf; but the advantage to be derived by
the public would by no means have been bal-
lanced by the time and trouble it would have
required. The only obje&t was to be intelli-
gible, and to give information in the plaineft
manner; and I had rather incur the imputa-
tion of repetition, than neglec the opportu-
nity of enforcing or explaining a paflage
where it feems neceflary.  When 1 began
to write, my wifh was, to thew that the
{yflem then propofed in Parliament refpe&t-
ing America would be mifchievous. It is
true that at firft I did not fee, at leaft to the
extent [ do after a minute and full invefti-
gation, that Britain will be highly benefited
by the feparation from the American States;

that
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that fhe may be ftronger in future, and
greater in all refpeds. It may not be plea-
fant in every refpec, or very flattering ‘to
the good fenfe of the nation, that we have
{o late difcovered our intereft, but our ma-
rine will be highly benefited; the bufinefs of
thip-building will be greatly increafed in the
Britifh dominions * ; the multitude of artificers
employed in it will be kept at home; they
will be doubled in number; our failors will
increafe, and both will be ready on the emer-
gency of war; all this, however, abfolutely
depends on the fupport of our navigation laws,
If thofe laws thould be relaxed, the reverfe
will be our fate; even a relaxation of the
law fo far as to admit the fimalleft American
veflel into the Britith Weg Indies, as now
defired, will be equally ruinous, as the abos
Tition of the a& of navigation; for it muft be
obvious to all men, that it would give an
opening to every abufe, and that fmall veflels
raife more failors in proportion than larger
ones. On the iffue of this fruggle between
fome of the Weft Indians and the Americans

* In the year 1783, the quantity of our commer.
cial fhipping, Britifi-built, excecded the quantity
employed in 1773, 102,000 tons. The quantity of
American-built fhips employed by us in the year 1783,
Was 148,000 tons lefs than in the year 1773,

on
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on the one fide, and all true friends of this
country on the other, depends, whether our
Weft-India fettlements, from this time, fhall
be dependant on the United States or on Bri-
tain, as well as, whether America fhall be the
carriers for England, or England for Ame-
rica; for it is certain if our navigation
laws are maintained, it will not anfwer
to the Americans to keep many fhips; in-
ftead of 4 circuitous trade, a freight every
way, as formerly, they can have a freight
(and that limited) only one way. All our
anxieties, however, on thefe fubjects will
avail little, if the alertnefs and vigour of go-
vernment are not fufficient to check the abufes
which have always exifted, and now prevail
to an alarming degree, in our Weft-India
and North American fettlements ; the letter
inferted in the note* particularly defcribes

one

* Extra&t of a letter from America, April 2, 1784,

“ The purport of this letter is to give you fome in-
formation refpe@ing the trade of our country and of
America; the ufe which I intend it for is, that the
frauds now frequently committed againft the marine
laws of Great Britain may be deteted, and a proper
method taken to prevent fuch from being practifed in

future,
S The
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one great abufe: when our Minifters have
Ieifure, they will find a reform as neceffary
in the Weft as in the Eaft.

My

“ The ordinance of the 2d July,  refpediing the
carrying trade, was of the utmoft importance to our
marine ; but the bad and venal ufe made of it by the
public officers in the Britith Weft Indies, has rendered
it of little or no effedt.

¢ Ihave now in my view a veffel lately arrived from
Famaica, American-built, owned by American citizens,
and navigated by American feamen, or by Britifh re-
negadoes, for which the owners can produce either an
American or Britifh regifter, the latter he muft have
got at Jamaica; and it is now the cuftom with many
vellels engaged in that trade to hoift Englifh colours
when going into any of our Weft-India iflands, and
American ftripes upon their return to this country. In
thort, Americans fettled in feveral of our iflands have
‘wrote to their friends in this country, that the ordes
of the King and Council is a mere bugbear, and that
Twenty Joes will make every thing eafy; but the
carriage of our cargo is not the only fraud; they ob-
tain Britifh regifters for their fhips, which they make
ufe of occafionally, as their intereft dire&ts; and unlefs
2 copy of the condemnation is required from American
bottoms, as well as a regifter, we fhall have American
veflels employed in every branch of Britith commerce.

¢ There are now feveral mafters from Glafgow
getting fhips built in the State of Virginia, Britifh
regifters for which, I imagine, cannot be obtained
without fraud,

¢ Although
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My opporients may continue their abufe ;
it will be without reply.  This work is the
anfwer to them, It has been before the pub-
lic upwards of a year; every fak and opi-
nion has been canvafled. It has had the afe
fiftance of gentlemen of long and extenfive

eXs

¢ Although many compiaings have arifen in this
conntry againft what is called the Britith reftriction,
and many terms of reproach have been applied to our
* King and his Council, for their prefumption and ignorance
in iffuing the order of the 2d July, to cramp the trade of
the States of America ; and although feveral of them
have entered into fimilar refolves againft Great Britain
carrying the produce of her Welt-India ifisnds in her
own bottoms, and others have endeavoured to em=
power Congrefs o regulate that trade, yet not one of
them has taken the leaft notice of the fame  orders
iffued by the courts of France and Spain refpedting
their iflands; nor have they made any remonftrance to
thofe courts in favour of their citizens, whofe veffels
have been feized, and their perfons imprifoned, for
attempting o carty on trade forbid by thic French and
Spanith governors, * Bat (e pubillanimity, and the
very great and unneceflary conceflions of Great Britain,
have led the partifans ‘of” America to believe, that fo
requeft, however unreafonable, made to Great Britain,
fhould be denied them,”
Asa proof that Britifh merchants have not the fame
* privileges here with ocher foreigners, I fhall fubjoin a
note of duties paid on importations S
Per
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experience both in the commerce of this
country and America. They have been foli-
cited to corre@, and they have liberally con-
curred with me in giving information to the
public.  Attention has been paid to well-
grounded information, from whatever quarter
it might be procured, and the pubiic will not
readily conceive the attention that has been
neceffarily paid to a fubje& on which no af-
fiftance could be derived from books or from
any thing hitherto publithed. Many parts
which appear very fimple, coft moft pains.
The comparative ftate of manufattures, &e.
has not been attempted before ; the public
is now in the pofleflion of a number of
facts and opinions of both fides, and will
judge for itfelf. It will be fufficient fatisfac-
tion to me if I have in any degree thewn
that a treaty with the American States, as

Per gallon, fierling, French rum, 1d.; Jamaica rum,
3d.; Windward-Ifland rum, 2d.; wine of the domi=
nions of Portugal 4d.; of Spain, 3d.; France, 2d.3
barrel of fmall liquory except the produce of the Unis
ted States, 25. for 32 gallons—per hundred pounds
brown and clayed fugar, Britifh, 2.5 foreign, 15..6d.3
Britifh refined fugar, 1d.; foreign, 2d.; cocoa and pi-
mento, §de; coffce, 3d.s bohea tea, 4d.3 other teas,
15.; playing cards 4d. per pack; dry goods, Britith,

- 2l 30s. per cent. ; French, ros. per cent,
one
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.one nation, is unneccﬁﬁry and impolitic 3
that it will only tend to unite them, and
againft our intereft ; that a treaty offenfive
and defenfive may lead to a quarrel with
Spaia and other nations, but could neyer be-
nefit us; that we fhall, of courfe, have as
much of the American trade as we ought to
with for; that no facrifices of navigation or
commercial regulations could avail or fecure
any greater advantages than we thould other-
wife have; that the neceffary dependance of
the Britith Weft Indies on the American
States, as reprefented by the American and
Weft-India writers, is fallacious, and would be
ruinous; and that thofe iflands may be more
fteadily fupplied by our own thipping, than
if they depended on American thipping,
But above all, I thall be happy if I have thewn
thatitis not neceffary to relax our navigation
laws, and that no nation in the clofeft amity
with us, requires it.

Before I conclude, it may be obferved, that
on the arrival of the proclamation in the Wefk
Indies, the privateers of the late war were
turned into merchant fhips to trade to Ame-
rica; the markets were glutted ; and as a fcarcity
is not an uncommon confequence of an over-
frocked market, becaufe traders will not imme-

. 7 diately
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diately return to ports where they have been
difappointed, it ought to be imputed to its pro-
per caufe, if prices thould rife for a thort time;
but when it is finally decided, that the carry-
ing trade isto be referved for Britifh thipping
alone, there will be veflels fofficient eftablith-
ed in that trade to provide ‘a conftant and
fteady fupply — As' to the apprehenfions of
the Weft-India planters, it is thewn, that the
confumer may have moft reafon to complain
of meafures that might raife the price of fum-
ber, and confequently of Weft-Tndia produce,
The pretence that there will be no market
for rum, is already completely difproved: it
is almoft a year fince the proclamation was

publithed in the Wef Indies, and fince that -
time it appears more rum has been exported
from our iflands to the American States’ than
within the fame time during any former pe-
riod.  If we were to judge from the appres
henfions of the Weft Indians, we fhould ima-
gine every thing depended on the market for
this article ; but it may be remarked, that/if
there were few or no diftilleries in our fugar
colonies, they would only be on a footing
with all foreign .ﬁttlements; they, “however,
“will have many advantages, It may be ob~
; i Aeived,
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ferved, Britain and Ireland confume more
foreign fpirits than the whole amount of rum
produced in all our fugar colonies 3 and if the
prefent meafures to prevent fmuggling thould
fucceed, the ‘market for rum will increafe
furprifingly, and perhaps more than fufficient
to take off all the rum heretofore confumed by
the American States,

In thort there appearsifcarce a fhadow of ar-
gument in the prefent fituation of affairs, for
allowing great advantages to pafs out of our
hands. Even upon the fuppofition that great
advantages were to be gained by opening
the ports, it would be extremely impolitic in
this country to adopt fuch a meafure; on the
contrary, great facrifices ought to be made to
that which alone in time to come can enable
s to preferve our power,

But Adminiftration at length took the pro-
per and only flep it could take —The cafe of
the Wett-India planters ‘and merchants has
been referred to 2 Committee of the Privy
Council, among whom were men the moft
compétent to the fubjet ; they have given an
attention to it that deferves highly of “the,
country ; and when their Iabours' are known,
it muft give great fatisfattion to the public.
They have prepared a Report, on which it

. is
# .
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is to be fuppofed Adminiftration will 2& as
foon as it is prefented to the Houfe of Com.
mons. In. the mean time, every day that
the queftion remains undecided, mifchief arifes s
it may amuofe Welt-India merchants and
planters, but it prejudices commerce extreme. «
ly — It gives hope;; it gives time to plot,
to counteraft; it encourages violent meafures
againft this country; merchants do not know
how they fhould {peculate; the remaining
Colonies, and, with them, the Loyalifts, do
not know on what they are to depend — but
as it can hardly be imagined the Minifter will
require the rencwal of the power of difpenfing
with the laws il the next feffion, efpecially
as we recolle® an objetion was made to
giving that power for a longer time than
three weeks, we may flatter ourfelves this
interefling queftion will be thortly decided.
On the fubje& of opening the Weft-India
ports, the conteft feems unequal. Many in-
dividuals think themfelves very materially in-
tercfted for it: no man, in particular, can be
faid to be. interefied againft it; but although
the friends of the navigation a, that is, the
marine of Britain, may net have been for-
ward to fhew themfelves, they are numer-
ous,  The advocate of a public caufe, for
; fuch
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fuch is this, does not fee the fubjed through
a {elfith medium. He is leaft liable to pre-
judice, and he is lefs likely to mifreprefent.
He may have obloguy for his trouble, al-
though it will be difficult to impute his con-
duét to any motive, but an earneft wifh for
the welfare of the country. He will, at any
rate, ‘have the fatisfaCtion of thinking he en-
deavoured to ferve the public, when its in-
terefts, through levity, i ignorance, and party
diftraGions, were likely to fuffer

s LB R E 1D

SHEFFIELD PLACE,
July 4, 1784,
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OBSERVATIONS

ON THE

CQ:M MaB R QB ke

S a fudden revolution — an unprecederited
A cafe — the independence of America, has
encouraged the wildeft fallies of imagination,
Syftems have been pteferred to experience, rafh
theory to fuccefsful practice, and the Naviga-
tion A& itfelf, the guardian of the profperity of
Britain, has been almoft abandoned by the levity
or ignorance of thofe, who have never ferioufly
examined the fpirit or the happy confequences of
it. Our calmer refletions will foon difcover, that
fo great a facrifice is neither requifite nor expe-
dient : truth and fad are againft it; and the
knowledge only and confideraion of the exports
and imports of the American States will afford us
juft principles, whereby we may afcertain the real
value of their trade, forefee and Jjudge of their

B true
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true intereft and probable condud, and choofe
the wifeft meafures (the wifeft are always the
moft fimple) for fecuring and improving the be-
nefits of a commercial intercourfe with this now-
foreign and independent nation': for it is in the
light of a foreign country that America muft
henceforward be viewed — it is the fituation the
herfelf has chofen by afferting her independence;
and the whimfical definition of a people fui gene~
‘ris, is either a figure of rhetoric which conveys
no diftinét idea, or the effort of cunning, to unite
at the fame time the advantages of two incon-
fiftent chara@ers. By afferting their indepen-
dence, the Americans have at once renounced the
privileges as well as the duties of Britifh fubjects:
— they are become foreign States; and if, in fome
inftances, as in the lofs of the carrying trade, they
thould feel the inconvenience of their choice, they
could not, nor ought they to: complain; but
fhould they, on the other hand, be placed on the
footing of the moft favoured nation, they muft
furely applaud our liberality and friendfhip, with-
out going fo far as to expect that, for their emolu-
ment, we fhould facrifice the navigation, and, of
courfe, the naval power of Great Britain. By the
fimpleexpedientof permitting theacts of navigation
to operate in refpect to the American States as they
operate in refpeét to the moft favoured foreign na-
tion,we fhall efcape the unknown miflchiefs of crude
and precipitate {yftems, we fhall avoid the rathnefs
of hafty and pernicious conceffions ; conceffions
& which
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svhich could never be refumed without provoking
their jealoufy, and perhaps not without an entire
commercial breach with the American States.

In the youthful ardour for grafping the advan-
tages of the American trade, a bill%, ftill depend-
ing, was firft introduced into parliament. Had
it pafled into a law, it would have affeéed our
moft effential interefts in every branch of com-
merce, and in every part of the world; it would
have deprived of their efficacy our navigation
laws, and undermined the whole naval power of
Britain; it would have endangered the repofe of
Ireland; and excited the juft indignation of Ruffia
and other countries+: the Weft India planters

" B2 would

# Tor the bill, as firlt brought in by the right ho-
nourable William Pitt, then Chancellor of the Exche-
quer, fee the appendix. Every claufe was altered at fe-
veral times, but the principle being bad, and the diffi-
culty great,~ the bill at length was dropt for the feflion,
and a temporary power was given to the Crown to regu-
fate the trade and intercourfe with the American States,

+ To inftance only Ruffia: by treaty fhe is to be con-
fidered as the moft favoured nation. She will not eafily
be amufed by any ridiculous attempts that may be made
to treat the American States other than foreign. Bar
iron from Ruflia pays a duty on importation into this
country of 2l. 1Gs. 4.%d. per ton, in Britith fhips
legally navigated, and of 3l 7s. 14d. in any other
fhips than fuch as are Britith built, and whereof the
-mafier and three-fourths of the mariners at leaft are

Britith,
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would have been the only fubje@s of Britain
who could have derived any benefit, however
partial and tranfient, from their open intercourfe
direétly with the American States, and indi-
re@ly through them with the reft of the tworld,
Fortunately, fome delays have intervened; and if
we diligently ufe the opportunity of inquiry and
refleCtion which thefe delays have afforded us,
the future welfare of our country may depend on
this falutary paufe,

Our impatience to pre-occupy the Ameris
can market fhould, perhaps, be rather checked
than encouraged, The fame cagernefs has been
indulged by our rival nations: they have vied
with each other in pouring their manufactures
into Ametica, and the country is already ftocked,
moft probably overftocked, with European com-
modities *, It is experience alone that can de-

Britifh, while fuch iron from America, when a part
of the empire, was free from all duties. If we do not
put both countries on an equal footing, we may facri-
fice the moft neceffary trade we have.

* Britifh goods of feveral'kinds were cheaper laft year
in New York that in London, and letters from Phila-
delphia mentioned feveral articles 2§ per cent cheaper,
But it appears, by letters received from America fince
the former editions of this pamphlet, that although the
market had been overftocked with fome articles, many
others were much wanted to affort the fores, which
arofe, in fome meafure, from the ignorance of foreiguers
in compofing their cargoes,

monftrate
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monftrateto the French or Dutch trader the fal~
lacy of his eager hopes, and zhar experience will
operate every day in favour of the Britih mmer-
chant. He alone is able and willing to grant
that liberal credit, which muft be extorted from
his competitors by the rathnefs of their early ven-
tures : they will foon difcover, that America has
ncither money * nor fufficient produce to fend in
return, and cannot have for fome time ; and, not
intending or being able to give credit, their funds
will be exhaufted, their agents will never return,
and the ruin of the firft creditors will ferve as a
fafting warning to théir countrymen. The folid
power of fupplying the wants of America, of re-
ceiving her produce, and of waiting her conve-
nience, belongs almoft cxclufively to our own
merchants.  If we can abftain from mifchievous
precipitation, we fhall learn, to our great fatif-
fattion, that the induftry of Britain will encounter
little competition in the American market. We
fhall obferve with pleafure, that, among the ma-
ritime. ftates, France, after all her efforts, will
derive the fmalleft benefits from the commercial
independence of America. She may exult in the
difmemberment of the Britith empire ; but, if we
are true to ourfelves, and to the wifdom of our
anceftors, there is ftill life and vigour left to

* The greater part of the colony commerce was care
tied on by means of Britifh capitals,

dif-
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difappoint her hopes, and to controul her ambi-
tion *,

To form 2 juft notion of the queftion now
depending, and reafonably to decide upon it, it
was neceflary to examine and afcertain what -are
the wants of America, what this country can pro-
vide her with, which cannot be procured elfewhere
on terms cquaily advantageous, and what are the
productions which America has to give in return.
Thefe i‘nvcﬁigations will throw fome light on a
fubject as interefting, although perhaps as ill un-
derftood, as any that can be agitated among us 3
and the following facs and obfervations being
diftinctly ftated, may be more eafily comprehend-
€d, and will probably be more deliberately con-
fidered, than if fpoken to benches ufually al-
moft empty, except when a minifterial queftion
depends,

The

* There is no circumftance of the war that can in-
fpire France with any confidence in the fuperiority of
her fleet, her army, or her finances. By her fufpenfion
of the carrying trade, by her negle and abufe of her
army, fhe made up a fleet that was in no inftance victo-
rious,  About fix weeks after the figning the Prelimi-
naries, the withheld payment of the bills drawn by her
commiffaries in America. Britain always refifted, and
fometimes vanquithed, the maritime powers of the
world, and her efforts wil] be as glorious in the annals
of hiftory, as her moft fuccefsful wars, The refourceg
which have fupported a war fo diftant, fo various, fo

expenfive,
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The imports and exports of the American States
mft in general, from many caufes, be the fame, and
Sor a long time to come, thar they formerly have
been. :

90 begin with the imports from Enrope :—They
may be divided into thefe in which Great Britain
will bave fearce any competition 5 thofe in which She
will have competition ; and thofe which fbe cannor

- Jupply to advantage.

Articles in which there will e Jearce any
Competition.

WOOLLENS

In this great and capital article, Great Britain
will have very little competition, except in fine
cloths made in France, to appearance of equal
quality to thofe made in England. They have
a fuperior luftre, and are afforded cheaper *, bu

fail

expenfive, have been fuperior to the expe@ation of the
moft fanguine. Qur advantage may be fairly aferibed to
the ftrength and fpirit of the country : our failure, more
efpecially in America, to the mifconduét of individuals,

and the errors of Parliament, 5
* But the very beft French cloths are dearer than
Englith, Thofe of Louviers in Normandy fell at 28
livres, or 245, and 6d, fterling per ell, or rather mare
than 1gs. 6d. per Englith yard, sqrs wide. Thofe of Se-
€an, which arc net in quality, at 27 livres. Abbeville,
1 ) at
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WOOLLENS,
fail in firmnefs and durability. France excels in
fingle *, though feldom in mixed colours; but
the demand of the  fuperfine cloths from Ame-
rica will be very inconfiderable; the confump-
tion of that country is chiefly of cloths under
1zs. peryard ; the quantity of thofe of a higher
price bears no proportion to that of any one of
the inferior qualities, down to the coarfeft and
cheapeft; therefore, as the bulk of the woollens
muft be bought in England, it will be feldom
worth while to fend to France for the fmall

at 2§ livres.  Elbeeuf, at 22 livres. Thefe are made ene
tirely of Spanifh wool, without any mixture of French
(except thofe of Elbeeuf, fome of which are mixed,
though contrary to the regulations) as alfo the fine
ratines of Andelis and Eureux, which fell at 27 livers
per ell, sqrs wide. The price in France of the beft
Spanith wool is five livres per pound, or 4s. 43d. fterling,
The price of the French wool, which is mixed with
Spanith in the flight cloths of Champagne and Langue-
doc, for the Levant trade, is three livres per pound,
about half of each. The warf, French; the woof,
Spanith. Two pounds of wool cleanfed will make an ell
of cloth. A fpinner of wool gains ten fous per day,
and a comber from 12 to 15 fous; but that bufinefs is
done by meafure, and the wages depend on the fkill of
the workman. .
*French cloths are not fo much twifted in the thread
as our fuperfines, and heing of a more fpungy and open
texture, they receive a greater/quamity of the dye, and
thereby retain the colour better, efpecially black.

quantity
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g WOOLLENS,
quantity they may want of the cloths of 135. 6d,
and 14s. and they will rather take the Englith
fuperfines, which are at leaft as much better as
they are-dearer, than thofe of the French. There
will be no - competition in woollen ftuffs of other
kinds and qualitics, fuch as camblets, calliman-
coes, thalloons, durants, &c. The manufacturers
at Lifle, and fome other towns in France, attempt
camblets, ferges, and fome other light woollens ;
but they are fo much inferior, that the fame forts
of Englifh manufadtures, even loaded with duties
and expences, are preferred both in the French
and Auftrian Netherlands. As to the {halloons,
tammies, and other light ftuffs for the lining: of
cloaths, and fuch ufes, the French manufa&ures
have hitherto had fill lefs fuccels. The arficle
of wool being from 1510 20 per cent. dearer in
France * than in England, though the price of

labour

* Several perfons are now in England, fent from
Trance to obferve the management of our flocks, in
order to acquire knowledge' relative to oo, They
may obferve, that it will b neceffiry to change the
climate, in the greater patt of France, and the whole
fyftem of hufbandry, before that country can raife any
quantity of wool, fuch as' ours. ~There is, however,
goad wool in France, the quantity may be inoreafed ang
the quality improved, - M, Daubenton has jn Burgundy
2 breed of fheep whofe wool is fo fine as to have fold
lately at five livres the pound ; but the quantity of wool
raifed in: France is not confiderable when compared
with the confumption. - We may in fome degree judge
from the Kizures, of the increafe of the pradtice of
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WOOLLENS.
labour is lower; yet, whilft wool continues to
be fo dear, it is hardly poffible that coarfe cloths,
which require a greater proportion of materials
tha{l of labour, can be afforded fo cheap in
France as in England ; and it is certain, that all
coarfe woollens are at this-time at leaft 15 per
cent. dearer in France than in England.

Orders to a great amount. are now in London
from the French, for woollen goods as well as
for Spital-fields manufactures.

The ayerage price of good wool in the northern
provinces of America was 1 s. fterling per pound.
There are fome theep in cach province, but the
number is inconfiderable, except part of the pro-
vince of Rhode Ifland and Conneéticut. In the
fouthern provinces, che wool of theep becomes of
a hairy quality. In the northern, it cannot an-

| fwer to raife many ﬂlCCP,. the land is fo long co-
vered with fnow ; the expence of winter fodder
is too great.

The following fact is a firiking proof of the
fuperiority of our woollens to the French, in the
opinion of the Americans. When France granted
a fum of money to Congrefs for cloathing the
American troops, Mr. Laurens, jun. was em-
ployed to provide it; but, inftead of laying out
the money in France, he went to Holland and
bought Eﬁgli{h cloths, and fent them to America.

fmuggling wool. In 1770, the quantity feifed was only

32 pounds. In 1780, it had increafed to 12,383

pounds ; and in 1782, it amounted to 13,916 pounds.
2 < Th
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The French minifter was inftructed to complain
to Congrcfs of this tranfaction, fo ungrateful and
injurious to France ; but Mr. Laurens juftified
himfelf by faying, it was his duty to do the beft
he could with the money, and that the Engliﬂx
cloths, of equal price with the French, were much
better.  And farther to fhew the preference given
t0 Britifh manufactures in the American Sta;es,we
need only recollect, that the importation of goods
from this country, throligh a variety of channels,
was fo great during the war, that the French
minifter, refiding at Philadelphia, remonftrated
againft it more than once, before the leaft atten-
tion was paid to him by Congrefs. An act was
then made prohibiting the manufatures of this
country under certain penalties; neverthelefs, they
continued to be imported to fo great a degree,
that a remonftrance from the Court of France was
prefented to Congrefs, threatening to withdraw
their aid, if more effetual means were not taken.
to prevent the importation of Britifh goods, which,
being accompanied with ftrong recommendations
from Dr. Franklin, and the other Commiffioners
in France, produced fome effect. Some feizures
were made of Britith manufaGures, though im-
ported through Holland. This feverity took
place a little more than a year before the peace.
In fome inftances, the goods feifed, were returned
to the owners. Priof to this, the thopkeepers,
&c. ufed to adverrife as Englith goods, what, in
fa&, were Dutch or' French manufactures, in

order to recommend them to the purchafer.
Ca It
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It has been the art of American emiffaries, and
of fome among ourfelves, who feem equally ene-
mies to this country, affiduoufly to reprefent the
woollen manufactures, as well as the country
itfelf, in a declining and ruinous ftate. Particu-
lar branches of the manufacture may have declined
in fome parts, but other branches have increafed
nearly fourfold in other parts; it may have loft
particular markets, but it has found many others,
In the Weft Riding of Yorkthire, where there are
far the greateft manufactories of Englith wool, a
return is made, by ac of Parliament, to the
Juftices at the Spring Quarter-feffions, of the
number of pieces and yards of cloth, milled at
the feveral fulling mills in the preceding year.
By the att of 1725, the broad cloths only were
fubjed to thefe returns, and the whole number
of pieces milled the fucceeding year was only
26,691 ; butan act of 1738 extended this re-
gifter to the narrow as well as broad, and the
next year’s returns of pieces were, broads 42,404,
naIrows 14,495. Thefe returns of the fupervifor
are authentic and inconteftable. - Every good En-
glithman will, with pleafure, fee in thefe returns
the conftant and prodigious increafe of that ma-
nufacture,

Years Broad pieees Narrow piecess
1738, 42404, 14495,
1748, 60765, 68080,
1758, 60396, 66396.
3768, 90036, 714480,
3778, 132506, 3016294

In
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In the year 1748, notwithftanding the American
revolt was then at its height, and according
to fome of our politicians, ought to have ruined
the woollen manufature, the returns were greater
than they ever had been before. Thofe of 1782
were ftill greater. The number of yards in
the return of 1778 was, broads 3,79,990, nar-
rows, 2,746,712. The returns of the year
1782, made on the 25th of March, were, broads
4,563,376, mnarrows 3,292,002.  The prefent
prevailing fathion of wearing Manchefter manu-
factures of cotton, and of cotton and filk, muft
have leflened, in fome degree, hone confump-
tion of woollens, and proves that the increafe
lately muft have been chiefly in our exports.
The low price of coarfe and long wool is no
proof of the decline of the manufacture. It is
well known, that the quantity of thofe kinds of
wool ‘grown in England are doubled within no
great number of years. By the introduction and
general ufe of artificial graffes our flocks have
been greatly increafed. Large tra&s of country,
formerly open and under corn, now inclofed,
maintain multitudes of that ufeful animal. It is
certain the manufactures of coarfe wool have in-
ereafed. The price of fine wool is high, and
has increafed lately, notwithftanding the fine-waol
flocks are more numerous than they were; con-
fequently the manufactures of this kind of
wool have pot decreafed, byt that branch in
which
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IRON axp STEEL.
which' Spanifh wool has been' imoft ufed, has
moft declined. :

France has one advantage over England in'thefe
manufadures. The ftilé of her government ena-
bles her to ufe more vigorous means of preventing
frauds, fuch frauds as may hutt Britith manufac-
tures'much miore than the independence of Ame-
tica probably will do.

Tron ahd Steel Manuafagtures, of every Kind,

If a drawback or bounty, equal to the duty on
foreign iron, hould be granted when exported,
thefe articles probably never will g0 to America
to any amount, but from Great Britain. The
caft-iron manufaftory has had great fuccefs in
fome parts of America; the other manufatures
of iron there is very ihcofxﬁderable, except fcythes
and axes; the latter of which are preferred, chicfly
on account of the fhape being better calculated to
anfwer the purpofe for which they are’ wanted,
than thofé made in England, and they. bear 2
higher’ price®. * Occafionally other articles are
4s well made in America by ingenious workmen,
chiefly emigrants; but whatever they make is at an’
expence of at leaft three times the amount of what
the fame article coyld be imported from Europe,

It

® IEi i, e American feythies'and axes are better

than'the RBritifh, becaufe the Americans ufe the beft
foreign
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IRON AND STEEL.

It is well known how much we furpafs the world
in the manufadures of iron and fteel. At Liege
fome articles may be cheaper ; nails may be had
cheaper there, but they are clumfy, and do not
fuit the. American market, French .and Dutch
nails were found to be ill manufaGured, and made
of brittle iron,

Some Englith and American iron poflefles the
quality of toughnefs in a high degree, and un-
doubredly tough foft iron is the beft for making
wire and many other articles, but is very bad for
making a nail, a hoe, an axe, a feythe, and many
other valuable articles ; for thefe it is neceflary
to have iron of other qualities added to the qua-
lity of toughnefs; it muft be of a found, firm,
durable, ftrong body or texture, and for edge
tools particularly muft in its nature have a readi-
nefs of joining with feel, that is, in making the
tool, the iron muft cohere and unite jtfelf with
the fieel, fo as to make one found and folid body.
It is known and admitted, that no good fleel can

foreign iron for the purpofe, while the Britifh manu-
fatturers are, perhaps, too carelefs as to the materialg
they ufe, taking the readieft or the cheapeft forts of
iron. ManufaQurers in general are too inattentive to
the goodnefs or fitnefs, of the raw materials they ufe,
However, the New-England axes having got a great
charater, large quantities before the revolt were made
in Britain like them, were fent to America, and fold as
New-England axes, and anfwered as well,

bs
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be made, except from Swedifh iron : it is more
natural that that iron fhould be difpofed to join
beft with fteel; the fact too confirms it. Swedifh
iron makes the beft axe, feythe; &c. Ruffia iron
comes next in rank, in point of charadter and
quality, to the Swedifh, and is very fit for nails,
&c. which require no jun@ion with ftecl. Iron
which is only tough will not join well with fteel 5
cold-thort Englith iron joins better; but as it is
oo apt to break when cold, it is not fit for many
tools.

Previous to the war, there were very few forges
for making anchors in America, and only one in
Philadelphia.

No branch of commerce is more interefting to
us than the manufatures of iron; yet we fuffer
them to be clogged with a moft improper duty
for the fake of a revenue.  There are fcarce any
articles on which it would not be more prudently
faid; the duty on foreign' iron being 21. 16s. 14d.
per ton, imported in Britith-built thipping, &c.
and 3l. 7s. 1s%d. in foreign thips, undoubtedly
produces confiderably.  In 1781, above 50,000
tons were imported from ' Ruffia and Sweden ;
but the importation yearly ‘from the former of
thofe places does not’ exceed 26,000 tons, ‘and
from the latter 16,000 tons, on an average of the
laft twelve years. It is a duty, however, which
we fhould fpare entirely, or allow a drawback on
exportation, notwithftanding this moment of dife
ficulty to our financiers. There fhould be no

duty
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duty on rtaw. materials, efpecially in this cafe,
Ruffia, Germany, and other countries, which have
iron without duty, will underfell us in the manus
facture of'it, cfpecially as flitting and rolling mills
are, now erected. in Sweden and - Ruffia, The
cheaper the raw materials, the advantage is_cer-
tainly . greater to- the manufaGturer, and to the
country; and for the fake of Britith iron mines,
raw materials fhould not be burthened. Raw
materials are better to us in return than gold :
they are the parents, of many manufactures. As
the duty now ftands, the manufacturer of nails in
Ruffia mighe afford to feil them 41 a ton cheaper
than we can ; duty 56s. 4d. freight 205, thipping:
and landing 5. 8d. Ruffia makes great quanti-
ties for home confumption; and having now taken
off the duty, may foon greatly underfell us *,
Minifters can have no fufficient objection againft
allowing, on exportation, a drawback of the duties
on articles manufactured from foreign iron, unlefs
they fhould think, that there will be room for

* Asthe law now ftands, the Ruffians may import
into Great Britain, and afterwards export to the Ame-
rican States, fuch of their wares as are made of
wrought iron or fteel in their dominfons, in defiance
of the very high dutics on importation here, fuch duties
being a1l drawn back again upon' exportation to a foreign
country, except a moiety of the old fubfidy; confe-
quently, the American States would be on better
footing  in this Particular than our own colonies, if the
1aw is not altered,

D frauds
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IRON axp STEEL.
frauds in exporting articles manufactured of Britifh
iron, under the name of foreign; it would be
better to allow a drawback, or bounty, equal to
the duty on foreign iron, on all iron articles when
exported, whether manufactured from foreign or
from Britifh iron, (which will alfo encourage the
making of iron in Britain) in like manner as is
now allowed upon Britith refined fugar and upon
filk manufactures expél‘tcn{, in  confideration of
the duties aGually paid for raw fugars and filk
on importation.  Allowing the bounty or draw-
back on exportation, above half the duties will
be faved, as near 50,000 tons are imported; and
only from 15 to 20,000 tons of all kinds are
exported manufaGured. As to giving up the
duty on the part exported, it would be loft of
courfe, if we lofe the export trade, which muft
happen in a fhort time, if our iron manufactures
continue to-be burthened wich duties. If once
loft, ‘it will not be eafily recovered. ~ From 50t
60,000 tons in pig, and from 15 10 20,000 tons
in bar iron are made in England. The Britith
iron maker will certainly with to keep the duties
as they now are; but our iron mines cannot be'
an objet of fo much confequence, and the
legiflature fhould not rifque the moft important
trade for t'hc fake of one clafs of men, efpe-
clally as foreign iron is of a fuperior quality,
and as the pradtice of making iron, by means
of coak, inftead of charcoal, increafes, the qua-

lity
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lity of our iron will become worfe, Iron made
by coak has hitherto been found to be of »
very mean quality, and much of it, of that kind
called Red-thort, the meaneft of all; itiofes near
a third of its weight in manufa&uring, and flies
like pot metal under the firoke of the hammer,
The quantity of iron made in Britain, by means
of pit coal, increafes very greatly, and will de.

creafe importations . -
Before the war, vaft quantities of nails were
made of foreign iron, and exported from Glafgow
to the fouthern provinces of America, and al.
though they coft T5 per cent. more than najlg

*If Mr. Corts very ingenious and meritorious im-

his invention of making bar iron from Pig iron, either
red-fhort or cold-fhort, and the great improvements on
the fteam engines by Meflrs. Watt and Bolton of By
mingham, and Lord Dundonald’s difcovery of making
coak for the furnace at half the prefent expence; fhonid
all fucceed, as there is reafon to think they will, the
expence may be reduced fo greatly, that Britifh iron
may be afforded as cheap as foreign, even if the Iatter
thould be allowed to enter duty free, perhaps cheaper,
and of as improved a quality, and in quantity equal to
the demand. Tt s not aflerting too much to fay, that cvent
would be more advantageous to Britain than Thirtecy
Colonies. It would give the complete command of the
fron trade to this country, with its vaf advantages to
navigation, and our knowledge in the jron trade feems
bitherto to have been in its infancy, e

D2  from
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from Brmfh iron fent from Briftol, &c. yet they
wereoalways. preferred in’ America, - from  their
fuperior quality ; and therefore, if the raw ma-
terial - is. not | exempted- from duty, the many
articles madeof foreign iron muft be loft to this
country,  as the Britifh iron cannot be fubftituted,
particularly in making the different forts of fteel,
which was formerly an immenfe article of export
to America. It was manufactured in Britain from
Swedifh iron ; and although it continued: in' bars
as formerly, yet no drawback could be allowed.
- The coft.of a ton of iron is from rtol. to 10l 105,
Duty, freight, charges, and manufatturing, gain
to the country from 11l. to 45l.
The total value of a ton of foreign iron, when
manufactured in Great Britain, is according to
the kind of manufature, from 21k to 56

Viz. a ton of iron, when manufa&red into

Rods, is worth - 21 || Hoes, axes, &c. ~ 42

Hoops  ~ = = 22 || Anvils - -: - 42
Bolts - = = - 24 || Tin platesi = = 56
Anchors - - - 30 {| Steel from 241. to 56

+Nails: ~wion £rigs

From 15 to 20,000 tons are annually manufac-
tured for exportation; the average of which,
eﬁimatcd at 281, per ton, the medium of .z1l. and

. (the loweft and higheft” increafe’ per ton)
p\oduces annually “a " profit to this coiiiny of

484, 500l
Tron
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Tron imported into Ireland pays 1os. per ton
only; iron imported into England pays, as before
mentioned, 56s. 4d. There is no drawback in
¢ither country upon foreign iron manufactured;
but Treland laid a duty upon manufactured iron
exported to the colonies, which, added to the duty
of 10s. per ton paid upon rough iron imported,
equalized the charge which'Britifh manufactured
iron was computed to carry out with it. Itis
true, the American States are no’ longer Britifh
colonies, and '‘therefore’ Ireland may, without
breach of compaét, fend her iron manufactured
there, free of duty; this is an additional reafon
for taking off the duties on exportation. Coals,
and the means of manufaéturing, are however
much in favour of England.

‘We fhould take off all dutics on naval ftores;
and iron is one principal article of naval ftores.
An advantage in return might be expeétéd from
Ruffia, on fuch articles as fhe can get as cheap,
or cheaper, from other countries. As to woollens,
at prefent, we have loft the cloathing of the Ruf-
fian army, (except the guards) by abufes in the
manufacture, efpecially by overftretching thecloth 3
the confequence of which is fhrinking extremely
when worn. Our treaty of commerce with Ruffia
expires in 1786. 'We may hope before that time
our Miniftrs will have leifure, from political ftrug-
gles, to pay attention to this moft interefting bufi-
pefs,  Our intercourfe s, and muft ever be, great

5 with
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have not, nor can fucceed 3 her ports being fhyg
fix or feven months in the year by ice, fhe cannog
have many failors.  The articles we have from
her are moft neceffary tous. The trade with her
is more in our favour than is at firp imagined.
All the articles from Ruffia, except linens, come
unmanufadtured ; nearly all ‘we fend in return,
are mauufz&ured, even her own iron. If the
conduct of the American States thould induce us
o adopt Ruffia in their Place, and give her pro-
dudts the advantage we allowed to theirs, the can
be of infinitely more ufe to us than they ever
were.  She will coft s much lefs, She will pay
alfo for what fhe takes in half the time.

SITEEIRT B AR

Steel is made in very few of the American
States. . Little Was made in New York, New
Jerfey, or Pcnnfylvania, before the late conteft ;
but, fince the commencement of the late war,
confiderable quantities haye been made there ;
and thofe are the Provinces where the greateft
iron works were, A great deal of Englith anq
German free| js il imported, Lately, the fiee]
denominated German fteel, is brought to great
perfection in Grear Biitain, It made of Argon’s

4 iron 3
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iron; all of which is contracted for in Sweden
by the Englith.

Porcelain and Earthen Ware.

The demand for this article has been great; and
will increafe, except for the moft grofs kind. The
importation' has been,  and muft be, from Greas
Britain, on account both of the quality and price.
Attempts to manufadure this article were' made
at Philadelphia and Bofton, but failed, The
coarfer kinds of carthen ware haye been made
formerly in Georgia, and latterly in South Caro-
lina; but it is as eafy to carry earthen ware from
England, as from the fouthern to the northern
States, and the high price of labour in America
will give England the advantage. Flint, however,
@ very neceflary article for the manufa@ure of
carthen ware of the better kind, is not to be
found in any quantity in North America. Eag.
India china is fometimes cheaper in Holland than
in England. America gets of the coarfe kinds
from St. Croix ; but the confumption of china in
America is inconfiderable, in comparifon to that
of Britifh earthen ware ; and fince the improve-
ments of the latter, it decreafes daily.  Earthen
ware, procured on long credit from Britain, was a
confiderable article in the American contraband
trade with Spanith South America, The cafh re-

ceived
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GLASS.
ceived in exchange was laid out generally at Cu-
rafoa.

G L 555 St

The importation of looking glafles, drinking
glafles, and other glafs furniture, though it rofe
to a large amount, bote no proportion to the im-
portation and confumption of window glafs.—Eax-
cept the looking glaffes made . in Holland, (the
quantity. of the larger kind which' comes from
France is trifling) there is no article of glafs in
any part of Europe but the Britifh, which will
anfwer in the American market.—There are glafs
works in Pennfylvania ; bad glafs is made in New
Jerfey for windows ; but there is not any quan-
tity of glafs ware made in America as yet, except
bottles, and even of thefe the quantity is trifling,
Hitherto thefe manufactures have been carried on
there by German .workmen ; a confiderable glafs
manufaGure at Bofton failed feveral years ago.
The want of flint in America will be always a
great difadvantage in the manufacture of this ar-
ticle ; nor has there been any earth yet difcovered
in America, proper for making the pots ufed in
the manufatture of glafs. What has hitherto
been ufed there, at leaft in the northern pro-
vinces, for that purpofe, has been imported from
Great Britain. The importation of Englith wing
glafles into France is very confiderable.

STOCKINGS.
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STOCKINGS AND SHOES.

STO0CKINGS

The great confumption of ftockings in the
American States is of worfted, thread, and cot-
ton ; that of filk will never bear any proportion 3
the worfted, thread, and cotton have been, and
moft probably will be, imported from Great
Britain ; Englifh filk ftockings are preferred, and
by proper encouragement might almoft wholly
fupply America. The beft Englith filk ftock-
ings are now in great requeft, even in France.
A confiderable quantity of coarfe worfted ftock-
ings is made in America, and alfo of cotton and
thread ; however, Mr. Otis, who was by no means
difpofed to under rate that country, afferted, that
there was not wool enough raifed in all America
to make each perfon in it one pair of fockings.

SiHy 0 By S

"The importation of men’s fhoes, except into Vir-
ginia, Maryland, the Carolinas, and Georgia,
was_never to any great amount ; but of women’s
it was and muft continue to be confiderable, and
will be made from Great Britain principally ¥,

until

# A confiderable quantity of women’s fhoes are made
in Maffachufets, particularly at Lynn, fome for expor-
tation
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SHOES Axp BUTTONS.
until fome other nation in Europe fhall learn the
art of manufadturing and working leather as well ;
at prefent, the moft advanced of them are far
behind the Americans themfelyes in that branch,
Soles are better in England, becaufe better tanncd,
and a confiderable quantity were ‘imported from
hence.  Beef is killed too young in America'to
admit of the hides making good fole leather.—
America has not ftock 'to afford to tan the leather
as in England, where it lies much longer’ in" the
tan pit; and the American tanners, to haften' the
procefs, ufe too much lime. Upper leather for
thoes is mnearly as good in America as in Eng-
land. In 1769, 11,303 Ibs. of leather, price at’the
port of exportation gd. per Ib. were exported
from the colonies to the Britith and forcign Weft
Indies.

B A ONN S

Whilt Great Britain’ fupplies great part of
* Europe with this article, it cannot be queftioned
from whence the Americans w111 import ‘it ; and
this will be one of the laft manufactures which
it will be worth the while of the Americans to
attempt.

tation to the Britifh and forelgn ‘Weft Indies; but the
ﬂ:uﬁ‘ fuch as callimanco, &c. the binding and lining,
come from Britain,

HATS.
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H s,

The Americans will be able to manufature
bever hats for themfelves, which they prefer to
foreign ones. Thefe are chiefly of 'a very fine
kind ; but from the clofenefs of the texture, and
perhaps the inexperience of the workmen, they
feldom retain the dye fo well as hats made in
England; nor are they pleafant to wear, being:
rather heavy and ftiff; and they are of a high price.
The Americans make very few fele hats, nor can
they dye them a good black; the high price
of wool and of labour in the American States,
muft induce them to impott the felt and com-
mon hats. Whitehaven, and its neighbourhood,
can bring’ this article to market at a price for
which America for centuries will not be able to
manufacture it ; and as wool is cheaper in Great
Britain than on'the continent, the Britith mantu- -
facturers muft be able to afford this article cheap-
er. If the hatters thould fucceed in their petition,
and an additional duty fhould be laid on the ex-
portation of undreffed hare-fkins, hare-wool, and
coney-fkins-and wool ; or the exportation fhonld
be prohibited, and the importation of goats-hair
or wool fhould be allowed duty free, the value of
the raw materials of courfe will be lowered, and
the manufacture benefited.

B Cotton
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COTTON, &

COT T ON or Manchefler Manufaciures of
. all Kinds.

Thefe colle@ively form a very capital branch
of importation in the American States, and, ex-
cept at Rouen in France, there is no confiderable
manufaory of them inany other part of Europe.
The manufatures at Rouen, though inferior to
ours, are good; but they have been hitherto near
2o per cent. dearer than thofe of Manchefter,
which has given the latter the preference in the
Netherlands, in Holland, in Germany, and moft
parts of Europe, and muft do the fame in Ame-
rica. Though labour is cheaper in Fran&c, and
cotton to be had at the fame price, or cheaper,
the fuperior {kill and ftock of England gives the
great advantage *. 1In the year‘ 1780, ‘when we
fhould fuppofe our frafie was lmuch‘ affected by
the war, fome of the principal ‘men of Man-
chefter were of opinion, that 10,000 hands more
might have been employed in the manufactures
of that Place; if they could have been found.

Haberdafhery and. Millinery.
Fine linen tapes, incles and fine thread, are beft
from Holland or Flanders; but the common Bri-
tith tapes are cheapeft, and alfo all Kinds of

* Manchefter goods are carried from England intg
France, and there fold as French manufadure.
) o worfted
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worfted bindings, garters, coarfe threads -and
fewing filks. Our ribbands are made of Turkey,
Bengal, China, and Italian filks #. England fends
a great quantity of them even to France; and
where beauty and good quality are recommend-
ations, Englifh ribbands have the preference all
over Europe. It was remarked in the former
editions of this pamphlet, that the common rib-
bands: of France had the advantage; but it ap-
pears, that the great plenty and cheapnefs of
filks now brought by our India Company from
Bengal, enable the Epglith manufacturer to vie
with France, even in the ordinary article of black
yibbands. The India Company puts up at each
of their fales (they have two in a year) about
3,500 bales of China and Bengal filks, ecach bale
from 150 to 300 pounds. The importation of
Bengal filk increafes very much in quantity, and is
of a very improved quality.  The India Company
has the merit of having fent perfons to India to
inftruct the natives in the manner of reeling their
filk. Every t)oﬁible encouragement fhould be
given to the Company to induce them to continue
this large import of raw material, as conducive
to the extention of our valuable filk manufaétures,
and other manufactures mixed with filk, making
London the mart for raw filks, and preventing

* The average annual amount of ribbands manu-

fa!&ured at Coventry, is about 500,0c01,
> the
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the large annual balance paid to the Italians folely
for this article. Iralian filk in general comes or-
ganized, fit for the manufaGurer. All filk from
China and Bengal comes unthrown, which gives
a great advantage to our filk mills. China filk
is of a fuperior quality to Bengal, and is very
much ufed in gauzes. France is faid to grow
about one third of the filk fhe confumes, and
does not export any in a raw ftate, Spain is faid
to grow as much as fhe confumes, and of an ex-
cellent quality.  France may be a competitor
with us in black modes and fatins, but at pre-
fent we have a fuperior art in finithing them, as
well as fine ribbands, which the French have
not hitherto been able to. acquire.  In perfians
and farfenets we have the advantage.  Gauzes
are cheapeft and beft from Britain, As America
takes its fathions from England, millinery goods
will go from hence in large quantities, as they
have always done, Muflins alfo will come moft
reafonable from Britain. Manchefter begins to
vie with the Eaft Indies in that article, and ma-
nufacturesa large quantity. Pins and needles, and
all fmall wares, will come as cheap from Britain
as from any country,

Tin
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Tin in Plates, Lead in Pigs and in Sheets, Copper
in Sheets, and wroyght into Kitchen and other
Utenfils.

The demand for tin in fheets, to be wrought
in America into kitchen furniture and -other ar-
ticles, and of lead in pigs and theets, for different:
purpofes, ufed to be of confiderable amount, and
will be of fll greater in future. Thele articles
can be had from Great Britain only, to any ad-
vantage; and though copper may poflibly be
brought in the rough, cheaper from Sweden than
from England, or from the copper mines of the
country, yet the dearnefs of labour in the Ame-
rican States will lead the importer to purchafe
the article of copper, wanted in America, ready
made in Europe, and confequently the manu-
faturers in Great Britain, in that article, muft
have the preference; and the American States
have fo few articles to fend to Sweden, or indeed
to any part of the North, that all the articles
from the Baltic may be imported through Great
Britain' to greater advantage than dire@ly from
thofe countries, if a drawback fhould be alloived
on fuch articles on exportation as are not fow
entitled thereto. A lead mine was opened by
Celonel Chifwell in the frontier county of Vir-
giﬁia, viz. Augufta, but not anfwering expecta<
tion, the work was laid afide.  Lead mines were

: likewife
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likewife worked in other parts of America, noneof
which ever fucceeded to ‘any extent, having beert
given up. There are rich lead mines in the inte-
Tior country, far from water carriage ; the heavy
expence which will neceffarily attend the bring-
ing the ore or refined metal to market, will pre-
vent their being worked; at leaft for many ages.
On the fouthern fide of Lake Superior, there are
great quantities of copper, fo pure as to be mal-
Zeable out of the mines. Some attemps have becn
made to ‘work them, without fuccefs.

P AN T PRS0 Fi6) TR

The dwelling houfes, and other buildings in
‘the American States, (except thofe in the large
towns) are moftly built of wood, which circum-
flance caufes a large demand for oil and pain-
ters colours.  Oil is made, in fome of the pro-
vinces, from the refufe of the flax feed, taken
out in cleaning it for exportation; the quantity
is triflng compared to the confumption; but the
articles for colouring muft be imported. The
ingredients, whiting or chalk, and white lead,_
form at leaft three fourths of all paint, and being
cheaper in Great Britain than clfewhere, muft
come moft reafonably from thence. - The manu-
fafture of white lead is carried on to a very
great extent in Holland and fent to moft parts of
the world, though almoft every ingredient is much.

1 cheaper
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CORDAGE, &c.

cheaper in England, where it is alfo made, The
refttictions on that and other arficles between
France and this country, holds out nb encou-
ragement to our manufaCturers of that article.
Confiderable quantities of Tinfeed oil went from
Britain to America before the war,

Cordage and Ship* Chandlery.

America manufaures’ a'confiderable quantity
of cordage, but imports from' Britain at leaft ond
halfe The cordage madle in' the’ fotithern pro=
vinces is not well manufadtured; it fretches very
much. Ruffia makes a grear deal for expor-
tation, and may become a compétitor' with 'us in
that article, if we.do 1ot take off all the duties
on hemp and tar, to enable us to furnifh America
cheapers: We import yearly from 'z 5710 25,000
tons of different forts'of hemp: from Peteriburg
in Britifh thips: The Americans will prefer the
Britith cordage ;- and the Pproper affortments *of
thip chandlery” canot' bé' had ' elfewhere; The
Dutch ‘cordage made for' exportation: is' by no
means good, being made of inferior hemp and
old cabless but that which is made for their own
ufe is very good. There was formerly a bounty
on cordage: it might be good policy to revive
that Bounty for a'few years, until the American
trade’s fixed'in the old channel.

F Fewelery,
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MEDICINES axp DRUGS:

Fewellery, Plate, and ornamental as well as
ufeful  Articles of the Sheffield and Bir-
mingham  Manufactures, Buckles, Watch-
Chains, Se.

Thefe articles will be imported from Great
Britain. In France, they are cither too coftly,
or too badly defigned and finifhed, to fuit the
American tafte; whilft the Britifh manufacturers
of thofe articles have fo far fucceeded in uniting
the folid and ufeful with the fhowy and elegant,
as to haye the preference even in France.

Materials  for Goach-makers, Sadlers, and.
Upholfterers.

Thefe articles muft be imported from Great
Britain, as well as all fuch of the articles for
houfe furniture, which are not manufactured in
the American States. - The materials at leaft will
be imported. Upholftery, in many articles, is
too bulky; but all that goes from Europe, will
be taken from England.

MEDICINES and DRUGS

Will be imported from Great Britain in pre-
ference to any other country, on account of the
knowledge which the apathecaries, phyficians,

2 and
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BOOKS.

and furgeons in the American States, (who were
moftly natives of Britain or educated there) have
of the method of procuring and preparing them
in Great Britain, and from the fimilarity of the'
practice of medicine and furgery in the two coun-
tries.  The confumption of quack medicines be-
fore the war was very great in the fouthern
Colonies, and formed no inconfiderable article
of commerce.

IN DT AENS TR D&

‘Goods in general for the Indian trade can be
had cheapeft in Great Britain, and are principally
coarfe woollens, cutlery, guns, gunpowder, beads,
paint, gartering, ribbands, gorgets, bracelets,
and other flight ornaments in filver, ‘and diffe-
rent metals. The French formerly had this
trade; but, fince the lofs of Canada, they have
entirely difufed it, and there would be fome dif-
ficulty in reviving the feveral manufactures. A
confiderable part of this trade will go through
Weft Florida for the Chataw and Upper Creek
Indians.

BEHOEROUGRE LS

This. is a confiderable article of exportation to
America from Britain, and muft continue fo as
long as the price of labour is high there, and the
language continues the fame. All fchool and

2 com-
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LINENS,

common books can be fent cheaper from Britain
than they can be printed in America, or fent from
Ireland. New books, for the copy of whicha
high price is given to the author, may be printed
to advantage in America, or may be had cheaper.
from Ireland.. An edition of Robertfon’s Charles
V. was printed at Philadelphia, and fold for a dols
lar each volume, and Blackfone the fame; but
without a comparative knowledge of the print=
ing and paper, the cheapnefs cannot be afcertain-
ed — The printing and paper were bad: Before
the war, bibles at 20s. per dozen were fent in
immenfe quantities to Bofton, and formed a con-
fiderable article of commerce. If the Dutch
thould attempt a competition with us in print-
ing Englith books, the duty upon paper thould
be drawn back on books exported.

In the ﬁl/o'wing Articles there may be com=
petition.

LINENS

This is an article of much importance to the
manufacturing and commercial intereft of Britain
and Ireland, and highly deferves ferious atten-
tion, as it is likely our future export to America
of this extenfive branch of manufaGture will great-
1y depend on the wifdom of the regulations that
may be now eftablifhed,

Britifh
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Britith linens are imported into. America of all
prices, from 4s. a yard to the loweft; but the
white linens, which are chiefly ufed for general
purpofes, fuch as fhirting, theeting, &c. are
from 2s. 9d. to 10d. per yard in Great Britain
orIreland,  Linens under that price are either
brown or whited brown, particularly Ofnaburghs,
of which immenfe quantities are ufed for N egroe
dhirts, trowfers, bagging, and all other purpofcs
to which coarfe linens are generally applied in a
family way. Formerly the planters ufed almoft
intirely the German Ofnaburghs for their {laves,
until the bounty of 1id. a yard was given on
all Britith and Irifh linens exported to the Colo
nies of the value of 6d. and not exceeding 1s. 6d.
This hounty gave fo great encouragement to
the manufaGures of coarfe linens in various parts
of . Britain and Ireland, particularly Scotland,
that the merchants found they could export the
Britith Ofnaburghs to full as much advantage as
the foreign ; and the former being more pliable
and much pleafanter# in the wear, it gained fo

#* The mafters would not perhaps pay much atten-
tion to the circumftance of the one kind of Ofna-
burghs being pleafanter than another in clothing their
flaves; but it muft be obferved, that near two thirds of
all the coarfe linen worn by the negroes were pur-
chafed by themfelves, with the money obtained by their
own induftry at their leifure hours, at leaft in fome of
the States, &

great
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LINENS.

great a preference, that for fome years before the
war, the confumption of German Ofnaburghs
was become inconfiderable, compared: with the
former demand.  Perhaps another reafon may be
given for the preference fhewn to the Britifh.
The Germans generally whiten their Ofnaburghs
2 little, and in this operation they ufe lime,
which generally tends to injure the linen. 'The
Americans, it is probable, will always give the
preference to fuch of our linens as are ufed in body
wear, not only from the effect of habit, having
been long accuftomed to them, but alfo on ac-
count of their being better bleached and more
neatly prepared for fale. Befides, the fine linens
of the Low Countries are very apt to cut in the
wearing, owing to the thread being twifted too
hard.  The drawback lately allowed on the ma-
terials ufed in bleaching; will 2id in a confider-'
able dgree both the linen and cotton manufac-
tures, and particularly threads of all forts.

But notwithftanding - the large confumption of
Britith and Irith linens, there were alfo great quan-
tities of foreign linens ufed in America, in par-
ticular kinds of which, it is to be apprehended,
that, from various caufes, fuch as the low price
of labour abroad, ‘the raw material being the
growth of the country, &c. our ‘manufactures
cannot ‘pretend to competition. America cannot
for a continuance be fupplied with Ruffia and Ger-
man linen as cheap through England as through

i : Holland,

VYA.BHSC



American Imports from Europe. 39
LINENS.

Holland, unlefs the duties and other expences here
are lowered. The Ruffia competition will only be
in fheeting and drilling, which, before the war,
always formed a part of every well-afforted cargo
to America. Of fheeting, 15,000 pieces were im-
ported, in 1782, into England from Ruffia, If
then we thould not be able to command the more
fubftantial advantages of being the manufa@urers
ourfelves, our next objet certainly ought to be,
that of endeavouring to fecure the fupply of the
American market with thefe articles, whereby our
own merchants will draw the ‘commercial - profits
arifing from :being the importers and exporters;
we fhould then partake of the carriage, and Ame-
rican fhipping would have lefs occafion for gaing
to other countries. But this defirable object can
only be attained by our removing every expence
and duty as much as poffible. The Britifh mer-
chant thould be permitted to import and flore,
in the public warchoufes, for exportation, fuch
linens as we cannot fupply, without making a
depofit of any part of the duties. The bounty
granted on Britith and Irifh linens ought to be
continued, at leaft for fome time. By withdrawing
them, we might hazard the lofs of this extenfive
branch of our manufa&ures; we might deprive a
very numerous clafs of our induftrious people of
the immediate means of fupporting themfelves and
their families, If the American States fhould be

allowed
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SAIL-CLOTH:

allowed an intercourfe of tiadé with thé Britifh
Weft Indies, the linen manufaGires of Britain
and Ireland would be much' hurt: The States
would introduce, with lumber and provifions; the
linens of any country.. ‘The linen’ marufactures.
of France are not.equal to-her own confumption,
which: calls for large quantities of lifiens from
the: Auftrian Netherlands-and- Germany.

SAFL-CLOTH

« Of every kind is: imported by the American
States. Ruffia had: the advantage in Ruffia-duck
and Raven-ducki- but, when' charged with the
duty on importation- here;. tHey were as+dear as
Britith fail-cloth.. Lately, the exportation! from
hence of Ruffia fail-cloth for America has almioft
ceafed. Ruffia-duck in’ Englardis about 6s. per
piece (of 36 yards) dearer-than in Holland, ari
fing fiom duties’and’ other expences). whichj ag
far as it’ will not interfere with our own liner
manufactures, thould be lowered.

In the Spring of thelaft year, 17873, RuﬂiaA
duck was fo fcarce'i’ England, that'near 31 was
given for a piece that formerly fold from'35s. to
4os.  This occafioned a great’demand for Britifi
fail-cloth, which has a bounty of 2d. per ell on
exportation.  A'duty of 21. 1s. 83d. is* payable
on importation of 120 ells, of 150 yards of
Ruffia-duck or fail-cloth, no part of which is

drawn
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: SAIL-CLOTH, &
drawn back upon  exportation, either to any
Britith colony, or to any other parts whatever,
1t is confiderably wider than Englith:
The number of pieces of fail-cloth exported
from Peterfburg for five years; was as follows :

1774 1775 1776y 1777, 178
Pieces in Eng.fhips 11580 6757 2659 1505 401
Do.in foreign fhips 25187 28397 38660 44156 37663

Tot. numb. of pieces 36767 35154 41319 45661 38054

The law that obliged all Britifh-built fhips
to have the firft fet of fails of Britifh canvafs,
under the penalty of gol. being now at an end,
with regard to the thips of the American States,
there will be competition for this article. Of late
years, confiderable improvements have been made
in the various fpecies of fail-cloth in Scotland,
and the price is confiderably reduced, in confe-
quence of the facility with which hemp can be
brought from the Baltic, and the low price of
labour in the north of Scotland. It will be the
intereft of the Americans to take Britifh fail-cloth
while the prefent bounty is continued. It is faid,
the Britith fail-cloth is more apt to mildew; but
that may be prevented, in a great _meafure, by
pickling when new ; it is alfo faid, that the Ruffia
fail-cloth is more pliable. France makes fail-
cloth, but it is.much dearer and inferior. Some
has been made  at Philadelphia, but the quantity
muft be trifling.

G A bounty
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A bounty is given on the export of fail-cloth
to Ireland. This, though a difcouragement to that
manufacture there, is a fmall evil compared with
the Britith law, laying a duty on Irith fail-cloth,
 long as Ireland fhall give a bounty on “its ex-
port to any place. This law is complained of; a5
contrary to every compact or mutual underftand.
ing about the linen trade of Ireland ; and under
it, Ireland cannot give a bounty on export, while
Britain can and does. Before this law, Ireland
exported fail-cloth ; but fince that time fhe has
gradually increafed in being an importing: coun-
try, as to that article,

PAPER and STATIONART.

Writing paper is cheaper in France and in
Flanders than in Great Britain or Holland ; but
there is very little to be met with in either of
the former countries of a good quality,  In Ttaly
the very coarfe kinds of Paper are ftill much
cheaper.  Holland may underfell England, but
the colour of the paper- made in Holland, al-
though toleérably good, yet is not equal, nor is
the manufacture fo perfect as in England. To
that of the latter, there ‘is a ftrong prefumption,
a preference will be given by America, from the
force of habit and long cuftom, and that a con-
fiderable quantity of Paper and ftationary will
sontinue to be fent from England.  Coarfe paper

for
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LACES, &.
for newfpapers, &e. is made in America, but in
no proportion to the demand.

Lo g o K
|

The importafion of the better forts of Flan
ders or Bruffels lace, as it is called, cannot, for a
long time to come, amount to any thing confi-
derable.  The moft ordinary and low-priced
thread lace, and the black filk lace for trim-
mings, are more immediately in demand in the
American States. The thread laces are beft in
Flanders and Brirain, Although black filk laces
may be had on good terms at Barcelona and Mar-
feilles, confiderable quantities of the Britifh ma-
nufacture have been imported into America, and
it will and muft fill continue to form a part of
general cargoes.

Printed Callicoes, and other printed Goods.

Next to woollens, linens and cutlery, this is
one of the moft confiderable articles imported
inte the American States; and as there are now
farge manufatories eftablithed in the Nether-
lands, in France, in Switzerland, and in many
other parts of Europe, the price at which thofe
goods can be afforded in the feveral countries,
and the credit that may be obtained for them,
will determine the Americans in their purchafes.

G2 Britain

VYVA.BHSC



44 American Imports Jrom Europe,
g PRINTED CALLICOES, &,

Britain and Ireland, it is thought, will have the
advantage in this branch, efpecially in callicoes
for beds and furniture in fine patterns diftinguifh.
ed by their beauty and neatnefs, The coarfer
forts manufactured in Switzerland, and fent down
the Rhine at an eafy charge, as well as thofe made
in the fouth of France and in Catalonia, from
whence Spanith America is chiefly fupplied, may.
probably be as cheap ; but will not. be {o well
liked in North™ America as Britith manufacture,
The French have much improved their prints
lately, but their patterns do not come up to the
Englith. France, during the war, had great part
of her white cottons for printing from England ;
but her intercourfe with the Eaft Indies, now
opened, may enable her to fupply herfelf. The
Yery great number of the laborious poor, which
is fupported by means of the introdu@ion, im-
Provement, and extent of the flax and cotton
branches, renders them great objeds of national:
concern, and highly deferving the attention of
the legiflature, that, by. proper encouragement,
they may be preferved to Great Britain ‘and
Ireland. 7

v s K. 8
The importation of filk goods of every kind
into the American States never was, at any time,
¢equal in value toone fifth of the callicoes and

printed
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SILKS.

printed linens ; nor is it probable that it will €Xx
cced in future that proportion. A fmall propor-
tion only of the inhabitants of the American
States can afford to wear coflly filks. The men
wear little, fome for vefts, breeches and  ftock-
ings, and the women univerfally prefer a chintz,
muflin, or callico, to a common filk. Slight filks
are, however, likely to become a more general
wear in America : neither France nor any other
country will ever engrofs the whole, or even the
principal part of that branch of commerce with
the American States; but it will be divided bes
tween England, France, and Spain : the former
muft have a preference from her fuperior fabric,
France will find a fhare from her fancy and in-
vention ; and Spain may come in for fome thare,
in return for the fith and rice the receives from
the American States.  Black cravats, filk lace,
and filk handkerchiefs of all kinds, amount to
nearly as much. as any one article of filk confumed
in America. Great quantities of thefe handker-
chiefs and cravats, made at Manchefter and
Spital-fields, and cheap, are fent thither; fo are
the filk handkerchicfs_of Ireland, which are in re-
pute all over Europe. There is a bounty of 3s.
per pound weight on the exportation of manufac.
tured filks from Britain and Ireland ; and if thar
was increafed fo as to be made equal to the
additional duty of late years laid on the importa-
ttion of organized filk of Italy, it might greatly
" contribute
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contribute to the fecuring to Great Britain the
principal part of the trade to America for that
valuable branch of manufacture. Light thowy
filks of every kind may go from France, but the
more fubftantial and durable from England. A
confiderable quantity of the better fort of filk
ftockings is carried to France from this country ;
therefore what America wants will probably go
from hence. All mixtures of filk and cotton,
and filks and worfted, will come beft from Man-
chefter and Norwich. Poffibly filk may hereafter
be raifed in America ¢ -it is faid it fucceeded with
the French in the Illinois ; but it muft be a long
time before it can come up to the firm quality of
the Indian and China, or rival the cheapnefs of the
Bengal filk imported in very large quantities by
the Englith Eaft-India Company, (for amore par-
ticular account of which, fee the article Haber-
dafhery) and it muft be ftill at a more diftant pe-
riod that America can, by any means, come up to
the perfe€ion to which the European manu-
factures of filk are now brought.  Attempts have
been made to raife raw filk in America, and the
climate and foil to the fouthward of Maryland is
favourable for the cultivation of the mulberry
tree. In South Carolina and Georgia, fome of the
defcendants of the French refugees, encouraged
by the high bounty, undertook the raifing of filk 5
but a fhort trial fatisfied them, that they could
apply their labour to muore advantage in raifing
i rice,
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rice, indigo, &c. The raifing of this article will
beft fucceed in countries which abound with inha-
bitants, where labour is cheap ; but it never can
anfwer in America for many ages.

The importation of raw filk from Ireland is
prohibited:  that law thould be repealed; becaufe
raw {filk is often found in the affortment of filk
imported, unfit for any Irifh manufaéture ;  and
the opening of the Turkey trade may, at times,
require Ireland to take more filk in return for
goods exported than fhe has occafion for. Bat
fuch raw filks muft be charged, on importation
into Britain from Ireland, with the fame duties as
from foreign ;places.

Annual average of filk imported into England,
from Chriftmas 1770 to Chriftmas 1775 :

Raw filk, 485,434. Thrown ditto, 400,080.

Annual average of Britith wrought filk export-
ed from England to foreign parts, from Chrift-
‘mas 1770 to Chriftmas 1775 :

Wrought filk, 34,223. Mixed ditto, 73,6304

Apnual average of Britith wrought filk export-
ed from England to-the Weft Indies and North
America during the above period :

To the Weft Indies.

Wrought filk, 6781. Mixed ditto, 5537
To North America.

Wrought filk, 63,595.  Mized ditto, 33,023,

S4LD
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il SALT, TEA, &ci

SALT from EUROPE.

This article will* feldom or never -anfwer to
form an entire cargo, except for ‘the fitheries,
but s’ profitable as ballaft. ~ Américan ‘artiéles
are bulky: thofe taken in return from-Europe
are not fo, Salt will be taken indifcriminately
from  France, Great Britain, and wherever thips
want a ballaft on their return to America, and
the falt is to be had.  Englifhfalt is cheaper than
French. Much goes from Lifbon and St. 'Ubes,
and is beft for beef.  The Americans ufed to load
annually about fourteen or fixteen ‘veflels ‘with
pond falt at Sal Tortuga.” Beforethe war, ‘large
quantities of falt went from Liverpobl to Ame-
rica, ‘and formed 'a ‘confiderable " article/'of ‘com-
merce, particularly fo the fouthern provinces,
where it went generally in bags ‘of ‘four buhels
for family ufe, by which a confiderable quantity
of facking alfo was ufed.

T E A4 and Eaff-India Goods.

The Dutch ufed to purchafe in China a kind of
black tea (of a quality inferior to any we import)
which was purchafed by the lower clafs of people
in “the northern States, on account of its being
cheaper than that which came through England.

A num-
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TEA, &

A number of merchants in Bofton, New York,
and Philadelphia, were concerned in a clandeftine
trade, either dire&ly from Holland, or by the
way of St. Euftatia, ‘Thefe merchants imported
low-priced teas, canvafs, and certain kinds of
Ruffia and German linens, which, through the
relaxed flate of the executive powers of the
Britith government in America, and aided by
the unpopularity of the revenue laws, they found
lictle difficulty or rifk in introducing through the
various harbours, creeks, and inlets, with which
the northern coaft of that continent abounds.
The middle and fouthern States ufe, in common,
a finer kind of'tea; and as our India Company
can afford to fell this tea on full as good, if not
better, terms ‘than the Dutch, or any nation in
Europe, there is no danger of lofing the Ame-
rican markets.

The Dutch allow no drawback on their teas;
on the contrary, they are chargeable on exporta-
tion with ten ftivers per hundred pounds, and alfo
one per cent. on their value. In England, draw-
back of cuftoms, at the rate of 271. 10d. per
cent. is allowed on all teas exported either to Ire-
land or America, which, on ap average price of
35 is within a fimall frattion of 93d. per lb,
‘When America was declared independent, fhe of
courfe became a foreign ftate, and confequently
not entitled to any drawback on teas; bur go-
vernment wifely guarded againft the mifchief

which

VYABHSC



50 American Imports from Erope.

TEA, &c
which would have happened to the Eaft-India
Company, by iffuing an order of Council, per-
mitting the drawback to be continued the fame
as before the war. This prudent meafure will
generally enable us to command the tea trade to
America, in preference either to the Dutch or
French market. The Dutch purchafe hyfons of
a quality much inferior to ours *. If the fmug-
gling of ‘tea into Britain and Ireland could be
prevented, it would not anfwer fo any European
nation to import that article direétly from China.

The confumption of Eaft-India muflins, chint-
zes, and other piece goods, has always been very
‘eonfiderable in America,  The peculiar advan-
tages of our fituation in India, will enable us, if
qur affairs there are prudently conduéted, to un-

* The Dutch are faid to navigate in fome refpeéts
cheaper than us; but fo flow, that in the end there is
no great difference. Tea (Bohea) was fold in Holland,
during the Dutch war, from 22 to 36 flivres, when in
England it was at 25. 11d. and gs. including the 271, 10s.
per cent. cuftoms. The Revenue or Smuggling Com-
mittee reports, that the average price of Bohea tea,
from 1773 to 1782, was 2s. 4d. including the 27l 16,
per cent. cuftoms; confequently the drawback being
equal to that, the price to the exporter was r1s. 8%d.
which brings it fo very near the Dutch price, that it
feems fome other inducement for fmuggling into Ame-
rica from Holland muft have eXlﬂed befides difference
of price and quality.

derfell
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derfell any other country in thefe articles, Pep.
per is the greateft objet in the fpice trade, and
this can be had on the beft terms from us; but
the other fpices we cannot at prefent expe& to
furnith to as great advantage as Holland :  how-
ever, the value of thefe articles confumed in
America is not great, The average quantity of'
cinnamon  annually imported there before the
war, amounted to about 11201b ; of cloves 700lb 3
of nutmegs 3130lb; of mace 520lb.  China
earthen ware is brought to Europe merely as
ballatt to raife the teas above the danger of being
wet; and whilft we continue to be the greateft
importers of the latter, we fhall always be able to
fend the former to America on the beft terms.
The average export of Eaft-India goods to Ame-
rica for four years, from 176710 1770, amounted
to the fum of 211,811, 155. 6d.

© Salt-petre and Gunpowder,

Will be imported cheaper than it can be made
in America: from whence cheapeft, remains to
be decided. Eaft-India falt-petre is by far the
beft.  The attempts to make it in America failed,
the gunpowder was extremely weak and unfit for
war—The Americans, to deceive: their people,
frequently filled powder barrels with black fand,
&c. and carried them with their artillery. The
manufacture of falt-petre was continued for fome

H2 time,
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time, folely at the requeft of the Congrefs, merely
with a view of making the people believe they
could be fupplied with gunpowder independent
of any affiftance from Europe; but as foon as
we began to relax in blockading the coaft of Ame-
rica, through the interruption we met with
from France, and the demand for our cruizers on
other fervices, the falt-petre works were chiefly
dropped. - There was no manufaGure of gun-
powder in America before the rebellion ; and both
falt-petre and gunpowder were confiderable ar-
ticles of exportation to that country. Salt-petre
is ufed in every family for curing meat; but the
American falt-petre was found to contain a cor-
rofive quality extremely prejudicial.

T 40 NS

The confumption of this article is greater than

“that of cambric; and it is a queftion, whether

coarfe kinds of it can be had on better terms in
Flanders, «France, or Britain. Large quantities
are made at St. Quintin, and in that part of the
continent, and alfo in Scotlands but the finer
kinds are run into Englandfrom France and
Flanders. In America, fine long lawns were fub-
ftituted where cambrics could not be had.

T H RoE A

Great quantities are made in Scotland, Ireland,
and England ; but there will be a competition
4 with
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with Flanders. The improvements lately made
in the manufa&ure of threads of all kinds, parti-
cularly in'Scotland, muft probably fecure to Great
Britain the greateft part of the demand for this
article. During the war, confiderable quantities
| went from Britain to Holland and France, to

be from thence fhipped to America.

H E M P,

Although an article of exportation from Ame-

. rica, the does not raife a fiftieth part of her con-
fumption. She formerly got it through England
and Holland, from the Baltic ; but America has
little to fend to the Baltic, and a cargo for Ame-
rica could not eafily be made up there. The foil
of the fettled colonies was not in general rich
enough for hemp; it failed at leaft from different
circumftances; frofts came on too foon in fome
parts. - The bounties given on the exportation
of hemp from America to Britain, had not pro-
duced any great effect. Previous to the revolt,
226 tons 2 ewt. 2 qrs. glb. were exported to
Britain in one year at 3ol. per ton, amounting
to 6783l 17s. 5d. fterling. The report of the
Governor of South Carolina, in the year 1763,
fa)'é, the provincial bounty has been paid for
105,000 cwt. of hemp; which not being yet the
beft, is confumed here, or fent to Philadelphia
and
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and Bofton; but he hopes the next fummer will
produce fome that will receive the parliamentary
bounty. ' This fhews the American hemp was
of an inferior kind, and explains the reafon why
the European cordage was preferred. America
may, in due time, grow fufficient for her own
confumption. Between the Ohio and the Miffif~
fippi, it is faid, there are many thoufand acres of
native hemp ; but not fo good as that planted and
cultivated. Labour, however, is fo much cheaper
in Ruffia, that hemp may be fent to America
cheaper than it can be raifed and drefled there,
and cordage alfo.
&
Articles awhich camnor be Supplied by Great
Britain to Advantage.

W LN R

The wines confurned in America are Madeira,
(geverally an inferior fort called New-York wine,
or rather Teneriffe wine, under the name of
Madeira) Lifbon, Fayal, and fome therry. Thefe
have hitherto compofed nineteen twentieths of
the whole ever confumed in the American States,
The quantity of port and claret has been com-
paratively inconfiderable. The Americans may
now. import wines direc@ly from the countries
which produce them, and will perhaps ufe more
French wines than they did. They could not

here-
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heretofore get them cheap through Britain,
becaufe they left a great part of the duties up.
drawn back; and wines will be run cheaper
through the American States, both to the Weft
Indies and Canada, &c, unlefs all the duties are
drawn back on re-exportation from hence. Ar
prefent, all wines, except from the Azores, muft
be brought and landed in England for Payment
of a heavy duty, of which 3. 105. per ton is re.
tained on re-exportation, — This, with the great
additional charge of freight, infurance and leak.
age, will operate as a prohibition, and the carry.
ing of that article will be loft to this country, if
not immediately remedied. Wine from Madeira,
Fayal, &c. is fubje& to a duty of 71, per ton,
which on Madeira wine, amounts to 10l. pes
cent. but owing to the cheapnefs of Fayal wine,
the fame duty amounts to 50 per cent. which fhould
now be altered or taken off, otherwife our remain-
ing colonies will be on a worfe footing than the
American States, and would be fupplied through
them, who of courfe would be the carriers of thar
article#,
There

* Attempts to make wine in America have hitherto
failed. Some have imputed it partly to the Iﬁxuriancy
of the vegetation, and partly, to the fudden fhowers to
which the fouthern and middle Colonies are {ubjedt,
and a hot fun which is apt immediately after to beam
@ut at the feafon when the gTapes are beginning to ripen,

whereby
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BRANDIES

There has never been any great confumption of
brandy in the American States, nor will there be,
fo

whereby they generally burft, and foon decay on the
vine. But others fay the trials have not been- fair 5
that there have been no attempts to plant vineyards, and
to make wines, except by private gentlemen for their
own confumption ; and that it is not owing either to the
rains or heats, that wines are not made for fale in Ame-
rica, becaufe neither rain nor heat are more prevalent in.
many of the provinces than they are in the wine coun..
tries 5 and the reafon why the people have not attempted
to make vineyards is, becadfe the ground with eafy cul-
tivation produces an immediate profit, and it takes fix
or feven years to bring a vineyard to yield any confi-
derable profit.  Above 30 years ‘ago, a provincial act
pafied in South Carolina, by which a bounty of 6ol.
proclamation money, was to be given to any body
that fhould produce 2 pipe of found merchantable wine,
made from vines of the growth of the colony. In con-
fequence thereof, a man of the name of Thorpe, did
reccive the bounty for three pipes; his vineyard was
within thirty miles of Charles-Town, and was under
the care of a certain Portuguefe whom he had procured
for that purpofe; but he dying, his executors converted
the land to other ufes. A fecond experiment has fince
been made at a place near the Long Canes, about twoe *
hundred miles from Charles-Town, and {ome of the
wing
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fo long as good Weft-India rum can be had
from 1s. 3d. to 2s. per gallon, which was the cafe,
and the people preferred it; but the importation of
brandy will be from France and Spain. The nor-
thern Colonies will hardly encourage it, as it would
interfere with their diftillcries of molaffes received
in return for their fupplies to the French iflands,
Spanith Brandies are not fo good in quality, but
are generally confiderably cheaper than the
French; and for this reafon very large quanti-
ties have been knoewn to go fome years to France,
after a fucceflion of fhort vintages, even to the
extent of fo, 135, and 20,000 pipes, including
what was fent to Dunkirk and other parts of
Flanders, for the ufe of Englifh fmugglers : but
when the vintage is plentiful in Fi rance, the quan-
tity wanted from Spain is {all, and fome years
fearce any. There is not more brandy made in

wine fent hither was not good. The hills in the Chero-
kee country, it was believed, would produce good wines
but while the Indians remain poflefled of that territory,
a trial will be impracticable, ‘The grapes of the moft
parts of Europe grow with very eafy management, in
the middle Colonies ; good wines have been made near
Philadelphia’ of the native grape. Perhaps, to ingraft
the European on the native grape might anfwer. But
if making a little wine by private gentlemen, is the only
proof that America will be 2 wine country, England
might pretend to the fame.

1 Portugal
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Portugal than is neceffary for the confumption of
the country, and to mix with her wines. Some
brandies are made in America from peaclies,
but it is fcarce; fome is made from apples and
malt: fome Germans fettled at the Congarees,
about 100 miles from Charles-Town, made brandy
from barley, of great ftrength, and not ill flavour.
ed; but, in general, even New-England rum is
preferred to American brandies.

G BN By Vi A,

"This article is in lefs demand than brandy, and
will be imported from Holland : it may foon be
made in America, being diftilled from rye. Re
duced lands, that no longer will bear wheat or
Indian corn, will bear that grain. Gin of confi-
derable eftimation is made at Maidftone in Kent,
but as yet not in fufficient quantity for eXpors
tation.

Sweet Oil, Raifins, Figs, Olives, and other
Fruits.

The importation, which is not of a capital
amount,” will, for the moft. part, be made from
Spain and Portugal, from whence and Italy, they
were chiefly fmuggled before the war, -

s

CAMBRICS.
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CAM-B R-I'CS.
‘The confumption of this article in the Ameri-
¢an States is not to a confiderable amount: it
will probably increafe.very much when it can be

got cheaper than heretofore, and it may be had on
the beft terms from France and Flanders.

1% s vyt
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WHALE anp COD FISHERIES.

The imports baving been thus enumerated and
eonfidered, it is of importance to attend to the ex-
ports. from America to Ewrope, by which the Ame-
¥icans are 1o pay for the goods imported. Fhey con-
S of ihe following =

The produce of the Whale and Cod Fyfberies,
v Whale Oil, Bone, Fins, and Salted Fiph.

Whale oil, bone, and fins, being enumerated
articles, could only be fent from the Ame,
rican Colonies to Great Britain, or fome other
part of the Britith dominions. If permitted to
be received from the American States on the
fame terms as formerly, we fhall encourage
foreign manufa@ure to the prejudice of one of
our own moft effential branches of trade. This
fithery can be earried on to more advantage from
Nova Scotia#, St. John’s, Canada, and Newfound-
Jand, than from any other place, particularly to
Hudfon’s Bay, and Davis’s Straits, where the
Americans, before the war broke out,. caught a
great number of fith which yielded oil and bone.
Within the gulph of St. Lawrence, the fea-cow
and porpoife fitheries have produced a very confi-

* Above 100 fhallops werc on the ftacks. at one time,

#he laft winter, at Port Rofway.
derable
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derable quantity of oil for fome years paft. The
whale fithery on the American coaft was fo much
exhaufted * before the rebellion, that the New
Englanders went to the coafls of Africa and
Brazil, the Falkland Iflands, the Weftern Iflands,
and the coaft of Ireland ; the oil was carried to
America, and nearly the whole fent to the Britifh
markets. The quantity of oil exported to Great
Britain alone, on an average of three years, ending
with 1770, from North America, including our
remaining colonies, wag 4862 tons, at 15l per
ton in America, 72,930l. and at the place of
fale at 211, per ton, 102,1021. It is obvious thae
this trade can be carried on to greater advantage
to the above-mentioned places from Britain and
Ircland than from America, as a double voyage
would be avoided. The whale fitheries requiring:
nothing but what our own trade fupplies, it will
be the greateft abfurdity fo allow any foreigners
to introduce whale oil, bone, or fins; it would be
a great check to our navigation, and no mono-~
Poly is more neceffary for the benche of our thip-
ping*.  American oil and whale fins fhould

furcly

* Itis faid the whales are again in greater plenty
on that coaft,

*Our Newfoundland fifhery is already eflentially bene-
fitted by the Americans. having Ioft our market. There
2 uluslly
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furely pay the fame duty as Dutch; no reafon can
poffibly be affigned againft it. The New Eng-
landers have no market of confequence for their
oil and fins but Britain ; that effential branch may
be acquired by us. The Nantucket men gained
from 100,000l to 180,000l per annum by the
whale fithety. The Dutch and Flemings have
taken in one year, from one houfe in London,
between 4 and 500 tons of oil. Two hundred
tons have been fent from one houfe through them
to France.. We can continue to fupply thefe mar-
kets cheaper than the Americans, for the reafons
ahove given. i

The American cod fihery is an object of great
importance " both to. the commerce and ‘to the
marine of Great Britain. This fubjeét comprchends
three diftin€t objets : 1ft, The people employed in
taking and curing the fith, may, with great proprie~
ty, be confidered as fo many manufacturers, who

ufually went from the port of London on the whale
fithery, from cighteen to twenty-five fail of thips annu-~
ally. This year (1784) on account of the high duty
which falls on whale oi} imported from the American
States, about feventy are failed from the port of Lon-
don alone, and ‘there is an extraordinary’ increafe of
veflels from all the out-ports. If any free port is efta-
blifhed, American oil will be {muggled into fuch porty
and tranfported from thence to all the Britith Weft
Indies as well as to this country, to the ruin of our
rifing whale fithery. .
; bring
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bring forward a certain commodity or manufac-.
ture, which, when perfected, becomes 2 valuable
article of export, 2dly, This trade is certainly a
great commercial objec, as it gives freight to
upwards of 200 fail of veffels direétly to Europe,
chiefly to Spain, Portugal, and Italy ; for neither
England, France, nor the northern kingdoms of
Europe, take any quantity of the American, fith;
and 3dly, The Newfoundland fithery is, without
doubt, the moft extenfive nurfery for feamen,
and thofe of the very beft fort, Fifhgries, coaft-
ing trade, and northern Vvoyages, produce hardy
and intrepid feamen; African and Indian voyages
deftroy many, and debilitate more. In 4] the
fithing veflels from the Wegt of England, Ire.
land, the iflands of Guernfey and Jorfey *, pe. .
fide the ordinary complement of mariners, there
are a pumber of apprentices and hired fervanes
employed in taking and curing the fith, Thef
apprentices and fervants likewife take their tour
of the ordinary duty of the thip, whereby they
foon become tolerable feamen, Befides the large
veflels, there are upwards of 2000 boats or

* The iflands of Jerfey and Guernfey fend a conf.
derable number of fithing veflels to Newfoundland, ang
before the war carried on a large trade to the eaftern
part of Nova Seotia, and are now engaged in the fame
part, viz, Canfo, ;

fhallops
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fhallops* employed in catching fifh on the banks
of Newfoundland, the gulph of St. Lawrence,
Nova Scotia, &c. Thefe fmall veflels feldom
go any diftance from the land; they chiefly fith
along fhore, and on the adjacent banks. In each
of them is alfo a number of apprentices and hired
fervants, a part of whofe time is employed on
fhore in ere@ing ftages, and in drying and curing
the fith. In the year 1772, the number of per-
{ons employed in the fitheries of Newfoundland
and our remaining colonies, amounted to about
25,000, including boys*, which are more than
double the number that were employed in the trade
of the American States, and this is exclufive of the
feamen employed in the other branches of trade
in Canada and Nova Scotia. From this nurfery,
upon the breaking out of a war, our navy has
feldom failed of receiving a large and feafonable
fupply of men, who, by a little attention of the
Officers, foon became acquainted with the duty of
Targe thips.

* A fhallop is from ten to twenty tons, and has fails
fathioned like the luggers in England.

+ Much the greater part go from Britain and Ireland
severy year; about 50oo remain in the country during
#he winter, 2

To
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Fith dried and pickled exported from New-

foundland, Canada, and Nova Scotia, on an ave-
rage of three years, ending 1773,

ToGreat Britain  To the fouth To Britifh and
and Ireland, ofEuoge, - foreign W. Indies.  Toral,
Quintals, Quintals. Quintals, Quintals,
23,350 510,683 29,200 563,234
Barrels, Barrels, Barrels, Barrels,
360 633 551 1544

From the late Colonies, now the American
States, on an average of the fame period.

To Great Rritain To the fouth To Britifh and
and Treland. of Europe. forcign W. Indies.  Total,
Quintals, Quintals. Quintals. Quintals.
706 102,601 241,987 345,204
Barels. Bareels, Barrels, Bareels.
7 309 36,136 36,446

On an averagé of the fame period 60,620 quintals
of dried fifh, and 6280 barrels of pickled, pur;
chafed at Newfoundland and Nova Scotia by the
New Englanders, (in exchange for fome articles
of provifions, New-England rum, fugar, molaffes,
&c.) thould be deducted from the former, and
added to the fithery of the latter, to know the
exat flate of thofe fifheries, which will make our
ﬁﬂ-m:y above 620,000 quintals, and reduce that of
the American States o about 285,000 quintals,
exclufive of the reduction in the number of barrels

of
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of pickled fifh. The quantity of fith exported
from Newfoundland and Nova Scotia to the
fouthern States, and confumed there, might have
been added. The annual confumption of dried

" and pickled fifh in the Britith Weft Indies, on an
average of the fame years, was 161,001 quintals,
and 16,144 barrels.

The fithery of the American States will fuccecd
in proportion to the neglet or encouragement of
our own fitheries. They will have a confiderable
fhare of the fupply of the foreign Weft-India
iflands, The part which went to the Britith Weft-
India iflands, will now. be gained to our own:
fitheries. ;

The proceeds of the fith fent in Britifh and
American fhipping to the European .rmarket,
amounted, including freight, to about 600,0001.%
almoft the whole of which was remitted to Great
Britain, except only that part which wis ex-
pended in the purchafe of the confiderable car-
goes which were conflantly fimuggled into New-
England, contrary to the prohibitions of the acts
of Navigation. - The value of the fifh exported to
the Britith and foreign Weft Indies, including
freight, amounted to upwards of 250,000l. It

*In the laft edition, the average was taken from the
years 1768, 1769, and 17705 but now it is taken from
the three following years,

ouglit
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ought to be obferved, that the fith for the Weft
Indies was not fent, as it was to Europe, in entire
cargoes, but in parcels, along with an affortment
of other provifions, lumber, &c.

Befides the advantage in neighbourhood to the
fitheries, which the American States had over the
thipping from Europe, they alfo had, by being
poffefled of the greater fhare of .the carrying
trade of America to and from the Weft Indies, a
profitable and conftant employment for their fith-
ing veflels during the winter, whilft our fhips
were laid up for four or five months in that fea,
fon in the ports of Dartmouth, Poole, &c. Nova
Scotia, and # the ifland of St. John -, efpecially

when

# The coaft round the ifland of St. John, in the
gulph of St. Lawrence, abounds with every fort of fith,
‘The foil of the ifland is excellent in many parts, and
capable of great improvement; and, in the prefent ftate
of things, is an obje highly interofting to government,
No country will afford better pafture for cattle, and
provifions of all kinds may be raifed in greatabundance.,
There is a fea-cow fifhery at the Magdalene iflands in
the vicinity of the coaft, which, if carried on, would
turn to good account. This ifland abounds with fine
harbours for merchant fhips ; and there are three very
good harbours for fhips of war in fummer, As to po-
pulation, it increafed, during the four years immiediates
ly fubfequent to its feparation from Nova Scotia, as a
government, from about 200 to near 3000 inhabitants.
The fifhery here may be eafily protected in time of

K2 war.
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when they are in a more advanced ftate of fettle.
ment § than they are at prefent, will fith more
advantageoufly than the American States, being
nearer, and confequently at much lefs expence,
and can take advantage of the firft of the feafon.
They will foon be able to fupply our Weft-India
iflands amply with fifh, provifions, and lumber;
and by our preventing the States from participa-
ting in the carrying trade, the fithery will be
greatly promoted, as the veffels belonging to our
own colonics, employed in that branch, will
reap the benefit which formerly gave the people
of New England fo great an advantage, viz. con-
ftant employment during the winter for their
fithing veffels.

war. The fifhing grounds are more free from foys,
and there is clear weather on fhore for curing their fih,
A reunion of this proyince with Nova Scotia has been
mentioned; it feems by no mean

vifeable ; it would
be very harfh to make it depend on Halifax in matters of
jurifprudence. No places are fo fit for commanding
the: gulph of St. Lawrence as this ifland and Cape
Breton.

+ Even Canada, on an average of three years, end-
ing 1774, exported 34,028 quintals of dried fifh, and
782 barrels of pickled fith,

§ The inhabitants of Nova Scotia, within the courfe
of a year, have increafed from 12 or 14,000 to 50,000

There
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There are many places on the coafts of Nova
Scotia * and Canada, particularly in the bay of
Chaleur and Gafpay, - where, at certain feafons,
large quantities of cod are taken in the ports,
and the falmon fithery in that province, and in the

* It will not be eafy to find, in any treaty that ever
was made, a ftipulation equal to the followings it is
part of the 3d article of the Provifional Articles: ¢ The
American fithermen  fhall have liberty to dry and cure
fifh in any of the unfettled bays, harbours, and creeks
of Nova Scotia, Magdalene iflands, and Labradore, fo
fong as the fame fhall remain unfettled.” Tt does not
appear what purpofc it could anfwer, but to. give up
every advantage, or to embroil us hereafter. - But moft
fortunately an unexpetedly: rapid population will ena-
ble government to declare Nova Scotia, at leaft; fettled.
Every creek has now fome inhabitants, and our flips
of war fhould have orders accordingly. France did not
intend the American States fhould have a fhart of the
Newfoundland fithery, which, it is faid, coming to the
knowledge of the American Commiffioners, they imw
mediately, and without the knowledge of the French
minifters, and contrary to orders from Congrefs, fud-
denly figned the Provifional Articles with our negoci-
ator, who, (ignorant of the above circumftance, al-
though known to many at Paris) had explained that he
was ready to fign on any terms, and readily give up the
Newfoundland fifhery.  France alfo intended Spain
fhould have had Eaft Louifiana. Our negociator, with
great liberality, gave up that country, which had been
conquered from us; but it has not yet appeared that
Spain is willing to relinquifh her right,
gulph
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gulph of St. Lawrence, on the Canada, Labra-
dore *, and Nova Scotia fhores, is unqueftion-
ably the beft in the world. The colonies were
accuftomed, long before the war, to carry on a
very extenfive fithery at Louifbourg, and other
parts of Nova Scotia, particularly at Spanith
River and Canfo. From the Maffachufets only,
near, if not quite, one hundred fail of veflels,
from 40 to 60 tons, were employed in this bufi-
nefs.  The cuftom was to fit out, early in the
{pring, with provifions and other ftores, fufficient
to laft the fummer, and in the autumn; when
the fithing feafon was over, they returned to their
homes, with from fix to 8co quintals of fith fit for
market, and about one ton of oil for each veflel.

In the year 1763, about eighty or ninety floops
were employed from New England in the whale
fithery, carrying thirtcen men each ; juft before
the war, they increafed to one hundred and fixty
fail. The cod fithery, in 1763, employed about
two hundred and fifty fchooners, carrying each
nine men, which were increafed before the war tor
more than three hundred fail.  About forty fail,
employed in the mackerel fithery in the year
1763, were increafed to one hundred fail, carry-
ing from five to feven men. The whale veffels

* The principal trade to the coaft of Labradore was
from the old Colonies: fo much of the produce of that
trade as was not confumed in the old Colonies was ex-

posted to Great Britain.
were
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were from fixty to eighty tons,” cod veflels from

forty to feventy tons, and mackerel veflels from
twenty to forty. .

It fhould never be the policy of England to
give a particular cncouragement to fedentary fifh-
eries at the diftance of 3000 miles, as they interfere
fo much with the fitheries carried on from the
coafls of Great Britain and Ireland, Experience
has fthewn, that during our wars we never could
procure any American failors from the great nur-~
fery of their fithery, partly indeed from the bad
policy of protecting from the prefs, by aé of
parliament, the American failors, thereby ex-
empting them from the public fervice. Thus
the American eﬁjoys all the advantages, while
our fithermen are fubje&t to every inconvenience,

- and burthen. :

SPERMACETT CANDLES.

A confiderable export from the northern Colo-
nies to feveral countries, particularly to the Britifh
and foreign Weft-India iflands; but if the whale
fitheries to the Weftern Iflands, Africa, Brafil,
Faulkland’s Ifland, &c. are properly encouraged,
this article would be manufactured here cheaper
and better than in the American States, and we
thould ‘underfell them even in the Weft Indies.
It is evident, that much more fpermaceti has
been imported here than the trifling amount of
duty, viz. 381, 6s. 4d. (which appears in the
Cuftom-houfe books of laft year) conveys an

idea
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jdea of ; it will be inquired, whence have the
manufactures of candles, in different parts of the
kingdom, been fupplied with this article; that at
Hull, in particular, furnithing in one year more
fpcrmaceti candles for home confumption, than
the whole of this article entered for three years
could have fupplied. The truth is, that in all
importations of white oil from Newfoundland, or
from any other of the late colonies in America,

_ there is a mixture of fpermaceti.  Spermaceti be-

i ing rated as a drug, pays a high duty of 171 12s.
per ton, when imported from the Colonies, which
amounts almoft to a prohibition, and feems to be:
intended as fuch ; and as it requires the greateft
care and attention to afcertain the quantity in cach
butt or cafk of oil, which can be done only by
drawing famples with a proper inftrument for
that purpofe, this care and ceremony, it is appre-
hended, is but too often difpenfed with, and the
whole pafled as oil, notwithftanding confiderable
quantities  of fpermaceti are therein, which are
afterwards fold to the manufactories, though only
the oil duty has been paid.

Spermaceti candles exported on an average of three
years; viz. 1768, 1769, and 1770, 315,725 1bs. at
1. 3d. £.19,732 16s.

Of which, to Great Britain - - 1792 lbs.

To Ireland - o =~ 566

To fouth parts of Lurope - - 17,180

To Britith and foreign Weft Indies - 270,262

To Africa - - - - 5823
WHE AT
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WHEAT amd FLOUR.

Thefe articles have been of far greater value
in the American exportations than the produce
of the fifheries, as appears in the Tables of the
Appendix; but, excepting the inftance of three
or four years, there never Was any market in
Europe for the wheat and wheat flour of America,
except in Spain and Portugal, and the ports of
the Mediterranean *.  Before the war, the wheat
of Canada began to be in great demand in Barce-
lona, and other parts of Spain. It keeps much
better on the paflage, and in a hot climate, un-
manufactured, than in the fate of flour +..The
Spaniards and Portuguefe gave it the preference
on that account, as well as from the advantage
they derived from being the manufacturers them.
felves 5 it may, however, be the intereft of the
Canadians to give every encouragement to the
crecting of corn mills in their own country, for
the fake of fupplying the Weft Indies, the fithe-
rics, &ec. Portugal and Spanith wines were taken
in return, and feemed to be preferred in Canada ;

* Great quantities of wheat and other grain are ima
ported into Lifbon from Sicily, Sardinia and France,

+ The Free and Candid Review quotes this paffage
thus: « The noble author acknowledges, that Canadian
“flour will not keep at fea, nor in the air of the Weft
‘“Indies.”  The Free and Candid author is equally
honeft in all hig quotations. :

L near
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near 500 tons were annually imported, and between
eight and nine tons of Madeira. There was no
winter wheat in Canada previous to 1763. In
17745 vaft quantities of both that and fummer
wheat were exported, near 500,000 buthels, with
which above 100 veflels were loaded for Europe,
befides what was fent in flour and bifcuit to the
Weft Indies and fitheries, and 100,000 bufhels
were left in hand for want of fhips to export
them* = In five or fix years, three or 400 fail
might be employed from Canada in this and other
branches. Our Weft-India iflands will be under
no neceflity of drawing fupplies from the Ame-
rican States, and the importation of their wheat
flour fhould be prohibited, when the Britifh
iflands and our remaining colonies can fupply
this article 4. The merchants of Philadelphia,
the capital of the corn country, fent fhips to
Quebec to load with wheat, from thence to Eu-
Tope : on an average of three years, ending 1774,
325,444 buthels of wheat, and 4831 barrels of
flour, were exported from Quebec; alfo 4968
buthels of oats, and 4753 buthels of peas. Ca-
nada can fupply the Newfoundland fifheries with

* On an average of three yéars, ending 1774, 13°
veflels were cleared from Quebec, amounting to 9914
tons.

+ For the quantity of flour confumed in' the Britifh
Welt Indies, and for other particulars, fee the asticle
flour and bread, under:the exports from North America
into the Weft Indics.

flour
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flour and bifeuit. . France will not allow, except
in times of extraordindry fearcity, the American
States to fupply her fitheries in Notth America,
or her Weft-India iflands, with thofe articles.
French fifhing fhips, going out, have nothing
clfe to carry, except implements " for fithery,
and falt. There has been a great conteft be-
tween the minifter of France, and the French
merchants, &c. The latter infifted, that the Ame-
rican States fhould not be permitted to carry
flour to their Weft-India iflands, and gained
their point.  The policy is obvioufly good. It
is abfurd in any mother country to allow ftrangers
to fupply their coloniés, when evéry market pofl’
fible fhould b¢ opened that can encourage agri-
culture.  England fhould ufe the fanic policy 45
France to encourage her agriculture, efpécially
as Canada, Nova Scotia, and the American States,
are likely to have moft of the cotn trade which
England had. Th war time, the importation of
flour from America has ufually beer allowed into
the French iflands ; but in peace; it is prohibited
both in the Dutch and French fettlements, thofe
nations knowing the advantage of fupplying and
carrying it themfelves. A foreign' veffel, having
ten barrels of flour in any of their ports, would
be confifcated.

Wheat is not the beft ftaple for the American
States to depend on; becaufe, in general, the de-
mand in Europo is uncertain, France and Britain

Lz will
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will only take it when there is a fearcity, and the
American States will find other competitors, be
fides Canada and Nova Scotia, in the ports of Spain
and Portugal. The fpeculations in grain. ruined
more traders in America, than every other branch
of bufinefs there. The American veffel fometimes
made its voyage to Spain or Portugal before ours,
from London or the Eaftcoaft, got out of the Chan-
nel; but veffels may go from our South coaft ina
fortnight.. The paffage from America is about
five or fix weeks; freight nearly the fame from
America or London to Spain or Portugal. The
American States, however, were more than com-
petitors with us for the wheat trade; they had
for fome years engrofled nearly the whole of what
we had, and it has been computed, upon an ave-
rage of five years, they had received from Spain
and Porrtugal upwards of 320,000l per annum
for that grain, It is a fortunate circumftance,
arifing from the indepcndence-of America, that
the Britifh ifles may regain, in a caonfiderable
degree, the fupply of our Weft-India iflands with
bread and flour. The average crop of wheat in
America is from fifteen to eighteen buthels per
acre; weight per buthel, from fifty-eight to fixty-
three pounds; fifty-eight pounds are the mer-
chantable weight; average price per buthel, 35
fterling, The weevil has been extremely deftruc-
tive to wheat in America, and in fome provinges
nearly deftroyed the crop.

The

VYVA.BHSC




American Exports 1o Europe. 7
PIPE STAVES, &c.

The quantity of wheat annually ‘exported from
America, on an average of three years; viz. 1768,
1769, 1770, amounted to 810,460 bufhcls, of
which Great Britain took 53,768 buthels.

The quantity of flour and bifcuit annually ex-
ported in the above time, amounted, on an ave-
rage, to 36,830 tons, of which were imported into
Great Britain, 2077 tons.

But a very finall proportion of the above was

exported in the ftate of bread, that is, bifcuig.

PIPE STAVES and LUMBER
¥n general.

This was a confiderable article to Spain and to
Portugal, and to fome other parts of Europe, as
alfo to Madeira, and the other wine iflands and
countries. Timber for thefe purpofes is to be
found in Canada * and Nova Scotia, and the forcfts
in thofe countries have been hitherto almoft un-
touched: they will afford, for a long time to
come, a moft plentiful fupply, whilft timber has
already become fcarce in moft of the American
States.

The lumber of the fouthern Colonies is prefer-
red for fome articles, and is fold 20 per cent.
dearer ; it is moftly for building. It was cufto-

many

* All the lumber of the country of Vermont round
Lake Champlain, and cven as high as South-Bay and
Skenefborough, muft go from Quebec. The quantity
in thofe parts is inexhauftible,
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mary for all thips in the tobacco trade, to dennage
with barrel and hogthead ftaves, and to fiow as
many as poffible améng thé hogtheads. Thefe
were fold for thé fe of thé herring fifheries,
and for rutn pumcheons for the Wefk Indies,
which were made in Great Britain during the
war, and fent out filled with differént articles
from hence.

Paffamnquaddy and St. John’s river, in Nova
Scotia; are ell furnithed with white 6ak fit for
ftaves.. The lumber trade has not yet been well
cftablifhed in that province; only a fmall capital
is neceflary for ity it may require a little time,
but there' can be no doubt of fuccefs. The
quantities of lamiber and flaves fent to all parts,
may be feen in the Tables of the Appendix.

NAVAL STORES, vix. Tar, Pitch;
dnd Tupentine,
Being énumerated articles, could only be exs
ported to Great Britain or the Britifh fertlements;
and were chiefly fent from North Carolina.

‘The quantity of thefe articles-annually export-
ed, on an average of three years; viz, 1768, 1769,
and 1770, was as follows :-

Barrels, s d Logsssss g

Pitch - - 20,696 at 2. 6 7,768 10 o

Tar - - 82,366 at 6 o 29,709 16 o

TFurpentine 28,171 at 8 o 11,244 8 o
The

4
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The above are the prices at the port of expor-
tation.

It does not yet appear, that thefe commodities
can be made to advantage, or in fufficient quan-
tities for exportation, but in the fouthern pro-
vinces, where the fandy, poor foil towards the fea,
produces the pine in great plenty, from whence
turpentine and tar are extracted. This pine chiefly.
abounds in North Caroling, and is found from
the fouthern Cape of Virginia, to Cape Florida,
from fifty to one hundred miles in depth along
the coaft. It is not found in forefts, or in quan-
tities, north of Virginia. It is known in Britain
by the name of Pincafter. All pines contain
fome turpentine, and tar may be got from all
forts of that tree, but not plentifully; the Scotch
and ftone pine are generally excepted. It is ex-
tracted even from the branches of the yellow pine;
the tree itfelf being too valuable to be turned to
fuch a purpofe.

Tar and turpentine, before the war, proved
confiderable articles of commerce, and affifted
by the bounty, cmployed a number of fhips.
Thefe articles, in one point of view, may, be
confidered as raw materials for two confiderable. -
manufactures, carried on before the year 1776,
at Hull, for inland confumption and exportation,
to a great extent, and very advantageoufly for the
countty.  Tar was manufactured into pitch, and

confi-
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NAVAL STORES.
confiderable quantitics were exported to the Me-
diterranean and fouthern countries; by means of
the bounty we underfold the northern countries.
Furpentine was made into oil and {pirit of tur-
pentine ; an article of confiderable confequence
in commerce, and of which there is a great
confumption in preparing painters’ colours, var-
nifhes, &c.

From eighteen to twenty thoufand barrels of
t# were imported annually into Hull from Ame-
rica.  That town was afterwards fupplied from
Archangel and the Baltick; the quantity, how-
ever, much diminithed; the export to the Medi-
terrancan was loft. Before the war, with the
help of the bounty, American tar could be afford-
ed at 115. per barrel.  The price to the confumer
rofe to 3 5s. on the breaking out of the war. The
bounty on tar was near the firft price, viz. gs. 6d.
and by advantage of the exchange, equal to 5s. gd.
Before the American revolt, Ruffia tar was wholly
made in the neighbourhood of Archangel, and
was almoft entirely bought up by the Dutch; it
might be put on board from 3s. 6d. to near 6s.
fterling per barrel. The freight amounts to full
as much as from North Carolina. The naviga-
tion is more dangerous, and upon account of the
ice and ftorms of the northern feas, there are only
a few months in the fummer, while the days are
long; that the trade is open.  The Amerieans are
not confined to the fummer feafonin their trade from -

4 the
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the fouthern States, and therefore navigate cheaper
The price of Swedith tar is ftill higher than that
from Archangel; and it was only during the Ame-
rican war, that the fuperadded demand from Great
Britain, and the greater gencral confumption in
war, raifed the price of tar in Ruffia and Sweden,
which occafioned it to be made in many parts of
thofe countries where it had not been made be-
fore, and in much greater quantities in other partss
The war being over, the people of Carolina will
be able to return to the making of tar in large
quantities;  and if they can put it free on board
at gs. per barrel, they may ftill have the advans
tage of the Britith market for much the greater:
part of our confumption of this article. It is ap=
prehended the Dutch may alfo go to Carolina for
tar, and by increafing the demand, advance the
price. . But naval flores are now admitted into
our ports from the American States, on the fame
terms as from our own Colonies*; and the duty
of

* But a diftin@ion fhould have been made. The
aliens’ duty fhould have fallen on thefe articles when
imported in American bottoms, as is the cafe with all
other nations, and none if imported in Britifh; and
farther to encourage our carrying trade, lefs drawback
thould be allowed on articles carried in Ameticat
Ihipping. There is & duty of tts. per ton more on
iron brought from the Baltic in foreign fhips, than in
Britifh built, and of 1s. 935d. more; making in tbg

M  whole
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of 125. the laft (of twelve barrels) on pitch or
tar, from all other places, except thie Britifh do-
minions, will 2& as a bounty in favour of this
article from the American States: No other
bounty, therefore, feems neceffary. I the Ame+
rican tar is of an inferior qualityy it is not reafon~
able a, bounty fhould be allowed on it, except
from dependent colonies. 'If it'were of 2 fupe-
rior quality, for the fake of fecuringa monopoly
to ourfelves, it might be reafonable to give &
bounty. Fhe beft reafon for encouraging a trade
with the American States for thefe articles; is,
that our mercharits would precuse them in barter
for the manufactures. of this country. ‘Fhisis a
great national advantage; but tar being now 2
ftaple article from Ruffia and | Sweden, thofe
countries may confider a bounty given to an inde~
pendent flate, as a great: difadvantage to. their
fubjetts; thcy might, perhaps, in return give
Dther nations an adwdnrage over us in expm‘mn"
from their dominions, hemp, flax, and iron, which
are articles we cannot be well fupplied with from
other countries, and now employ a very great
number of Britith fhips, our trade to Ruffia being
almoft entirely conducted in Britifh bottoms, and
chiefly fo to Sweden. The poffibilicy that tar
may be fupplied by the Loyalifts lately fettled in
Nova Scotia, and from Canada, is 2l{o an objection

whole 125 10,%d. when 1m90m:d in fuch fhipping by
foreigners.
to
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to the extending the bounty on it, when coming
from the American States. Bounties open chan-
nels to frauds. It was good policy to encourage
naval flores from different parts, left a quarrel
with the only country from which we had them
thould diftrefs us in war, When the bounty was
firft granted, Sweden alone fupplied us with thofe
articles ; but now Denmark, Ruffia, and the Baltic
in general fupply great quantities.
" The queftion, as to the fuperior quality of the
Baltie tar over the American, feems not perfeétly
decided. Some ropemakers have preferred the
former, on account of its being thinner, and
more eafily imbibed by the cordage, and that it
is not of fo het a nature as the American, and
confequently that the cordage is more durable;
but others now declare, that the American tar was
full as good for their ufe as any European, and
being thicker, it is preferred for making pitch,
and for theep tar, and will always fell higher for
that purpofe.

France principally sivalled America in thearticle
of turpentine ; and the duties being much higher
upon French or foreign turpentine, a very fuffi-
cient preference is given to the American States.
We have chicfly to apprehend that it will bear
%0 high a price in America, which, however,
depends on its being made {paringly, or in large
quantities there, A bounty here would not lower
the price in America.

M2 On
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On the interruption of the American trade
and the war with France, the price became enor-
mous. Large quantities of turpentine were fent
to Britain from Hamburgh as the growth of
Germany, but through' the altivity and intelli-
gence of Mr. Kerr, who acted then as collector
of Hull, the fraud was deteted; and during the
remainder of the war, many thoufand hogfheads
of French turpentine, imported from Hamburgh,
paid 11s. 2d. as not coming direétly from the
place of its growth, (which was prevented by
the war) inftead of 1s. 11d. per hundred weight.
"Fhere is no turpentine made in Germany, except
a {mall quantity in the diftant province of Thu-
ringia, which was fo inconfiderable, it did not
get out of the country. There had been attempts
formerly to get turpentine from Ruffia and Sweden;
but the famples fent were of fo very little value,
and fuch as they were, only to be procured in
very fmall quantities, we were led to cenclude
that Ruffia, and other northern countries, were
unfavourable to the production of valuable tur-
pentine, and that it required a fouthern climate;
but through the {pirited endeavours of a merchant
of Hull, 700 barrels of turpentine were imported
within a few months paft, into that place, from
Archangel. It came to his knowledge, that the
Ruffians were altogether unacquainted with the
method of drawing turpentine from the pine trec;
_that
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that the {pecimens which they had fent, were what
had oozed through the bark, and had been feraped
off from the fides of the trec on the outfide of the
bark. It was evident to him, that turpentine fo
obtained could neither be of good quality, not
in quantity ; but he was convinced, that by fol-
lowing a regular: procefs, as practifed in the
countries where it was produced, it muft be got
in abundance, and of good quality. - He there-
fore fent a perfon to Archangel to inftruét the
Ruffians in the method practifed in America.
Notwithftanding the procefs is very eafy, there
was a great deal of trouble in bringing the Ruf-
fians to fet properly about it; but our enterprifing
merchant, to encourage them, advanced the mo-
ney for the article before it was made. Tt was in
the year 1780 or 1781, the Ruffians firft began this
bufinefs; the 700 barrels above mentioned is the
firft quantity they have been able to export; an
equal quantity was left behind through accident.
But the Ruffians being now fo far initiated into
this bufinefs as to produce 1400 barrels of tur-
pentine in one feafon, from a foreft in a neigh-
bouring diftriét to Archangel, and having now
found the value of the article, they will continue
every year to produce it in much larger quanti-
ties, and it will alfo fpread to other parts of that
extenfive country, which fo greatly abounds with
forefts of pine trees. The Archangel turpentine
is, in appearance, more like the American than

! the
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the French, but fomewhat inferior in quality,
very little of it ina fluid flate, in general more
or lefs hard; when it becomes hard, the moft
volatile parts have efcaped, it yields lefs {pirit,
and is therefore of confiderably lefs value; but as
the Ruffians become better acquainted with make-
ing turpentine, and in greater quantities, it will
be better in quality, and. may be afforded at a
lower price. This difcovery would have been
extremely profitable to the merchant, if the war
had continued. The turpentine, with all charges
delivered in the warehoufes here, did not coft
more than 12s. per cwt. which is a low price as
the market now ftands. Ruffia will, no doubt,
reap advantage from this fpeculation, and pro-
bably will much interfere with the American
States in this article of commerce. The produc-
tions of the former country not being very valu-
able, and the price of labour low, this will per-
haps be as beneficial an article as any that coun-
try has.

It is now apparent, that common turpentine is
produced from trees growing in the neighbour-
hood of Archangel, in the latitude of 64 degrees
north, and as we know it is abundantly procured
in the fouthern climates, it is evident, that where=
ever the pine trees grow in abundance, there the
common turpentine may be made, and there be-
ing great forcfls of pine trees in our remain-

ing
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ing Colonies, it is to be prefumed tar and tur-
pentine may be there produced ; but encourage-
ment will be heceffary ; and it is thought a bounty
upon the importation of turpentine from ' thofe
colonies of 2s. 6d. per cwt. for a limited time,
would be fufficient : it is little more than the duty
now is; it might have a better effect to grant en-
couragement by way of bounty, than by taking
off the duty, as the value of it would be mote
eafily underftood. A lefs bounty could not have
the effeét of giving a decided fuperiority over
foreign countries.

George I. in a fpeech to Parliament, faid,
that by employing our Colonies in preparing na-
val ftores, they would be diverted from manu-
faGures which directly interfere with thofe of
Great Britain,

The Earl of Dundonald’s difcovery of an eafy
method of extratting tar and varnifh from coal
may be of great benefit to the nation. They are
fupplied at the price of foreign tar and turpen-
tine varnith. In one refpeé coal tar is faid to be
a third cheaper than common tar, as an equal
quantity of the former covers onme third fu-
perficies more than the latter. The bottems of
veflels payed with it keep clean a long time. = If
this manufacture fhould fucceed, it may not only
render us independent of foreign countries for
thefe effential articles, but alfo favelarge fums fent
out of the country for them, and employ many

s hands
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hands by having the manufacture at home. How
happy might it have been for. this country, if the
majority of the peerage had been as well employed
during the latter part of the late Parliament.

MASTS and SP ARS for the Na'uj and,
for Merchants Ships.

The beft timber for mafts and fpars is not
found in North America, fouth of 41 degrees of
latitude ; however there is a {ufficiency ' for home
confumption on the eaftern fhore of Maryland
and Virginia. Where this fpecics of - timber
fails eflentially, or entirely to the northward, has
not been precifely afcertained; but it is generally
agreed, that north of 48 degrees, no quantity
is to be found in any degree of perfection. The
mafts and fpars formerly fent to Europe from
America, were procured in the northern parts of
New England; but they have been gradually cut
near to water carriage, and are daily becommg
more fcatee and more difficult to be got in the
American States, whilt the forefts of Nova Scotia
and Canada remain untouched. The pine tim-

_ber of the latter province is of much thicker fap,
_therefare nat fo good for mafts, nor is it in gene-
ral to be found in confiderable quantities, All
that is ncar lake Champlain muft go down the
river St. Laurence. ~

‘Thofe
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Thofe who gave up the territory iof Penobfcot,
caft of Cafco Bay, which was in our poffeffion,
deferve the utmoft, degree of cenfure, - It is by far
the fineft part of America for the articles now
in queftion; and they have alfo given up a very
good fifhery, fine harbours and the beft rivers,
along that coaft; the Americans had very few
harbours before that were good. The coaft
abounds ‘with' lumber fic for the navy and fof
private ufes, fufficient to fupply Britain for
ages; but which may now form the grand re-
fource of the American States for thefe articles.
The white pine, which abounds in thefe parts, and
is known in Britain by the name of the Wey-
mouth ~or New-England pine, is by far the
beft for mafts and fpars, and grows to a prodigious
height. 407 .

The peninfula of Nova Scotia, fo far as has
been expléred as yet, furnifhes but few mafts of
dimenfion fit for the navy; but it is expé&ed the
other part of Nova Scotia will furnifh them, and
good fpars. Paffamaquaddy, and caft of it to
the river St. John’s, is the beft country we have
to'look: to for thefe articles; and it fhould be
fpeedily explored, regulated and fecured for the
navy *," This is the only harbour thatis left us on

that

* But the method of referving in grants all trees,
wheri'they acquire certain dimenfions, for the navy,
. without
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that fide of the Bay of Fundy, and luckily it is
one of the beft in the world. It is alfo fit for wet
and dry docks, and open at all feafons; but even
here the pacificators have confounded the boun-
dary line*, and it requires inftant attention to

; : Prevent

without allowing any thing for them, is very injudici-
ous; it makes it the intereft of individuals not to encou-
rage their growth,

* Mr, Barnard, the Governor of Maffachufets Bay,
in the year 1764, caufed a furvey of the Bay of Paffa-
maquaddy to be made by one Jones, who to the river
called by the favages Schoodick, gave the name of St
Croix; and on the weftern fide of this river, between
it and Capfcook, Mr. Barnard propofed making grants,
as being within his government.

The next year, Mr. Wilmot, the Governor of Nova
Scotia, fent the chief land furveyor of the province, to
make a furvey of that bay, when, upon enquiry of the
oldeft inhabitants, French and Indians, it was found
there were three rivers called St. Croix, emptying into
the bay; that the river called by the favages Capfcook,
was moft anciently called by the French 8t. Croix;
and on examining iuto the original grant of Nova
Scotia, it appeared, that the grant made by King
Charles the Second to. his brother, the Duke of York,
his territory was bounded by this river St. Croix to the
eaftward, and by the river Kennibeck to the weftward,
and this traé was afterwards confidered as an appeny
dage to the province of Maffachufets Bay. It has

¢ : | by
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prevent the States from fixing their fettlements,

and taking pofleffion to our difadvantage®. The

Provis

by fome been called the province of Sagadahook:
Governor Barnard, under this idea, in 1765, ‘applied
to and obtained from the Governor of Nova Scotia, a
grant of a tra& of one hundred thoufand acres, for
himfelf and affociates, Thomas Pownal, John Mitchell,
Thomas Thorton, and Richard Jackfon, beginning two
Ieagues above the falls or tide rapids of St. Croix, and
running from thence north on the meridian line, or north
14 degrees eaft of it, by the magnet 17 miles. Thence
fouth 76 degrees eaft, till it meets with the weftern
branch of Schoodick, and is thence bounded by the
faid river Schoodick, and by the bay round into Capf-
cook river, through the falls, to the bound firft men<
tioned, together with the ifland called Moofe Ifland,
and the ifland called St. Croix, containing 700,000;
acres; and the remainder of the principal iflands in
that bay were the fame year granted by the Governor
of Nova Scotia. Thefe furveys have been all fent home,
and the refpe@tive Governors’ commiflions ever, fince
were underftood to include thofe grants within the
government of Nova Scotia.

* It may happen that the inhabitants of this diftricty
who have not acknowledged themfelves to be an aps
pendage to Maffachufets Bay, will not now fubmit. to
their government, and burthen themfelves with theif
heavy taxes, when, by throwing themfelves under our
protetion, and becoming a part of the Britith empire,
they will not only be freed from all burthens, but enjoy

Na many
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Provifional Articles make the river St. Croix the
boundary. There are three rivers of the fame
name, and though not very far diftant from
each other, it is very effential which fhall be
the boundary, on account of the above-meitioned
harbour of Paﬁ'am:tqundd)", and the territory ad-
joining. i

The interior parts of Cape Breton have mafts fit
for the lower claflcs of fhips of the nayy, meaning
fingle-deck fhips. It has alfo a plenty of very good
oak. Britain has its beft mafts principally from
the Baltic #. Large mafts for merchants’ thips, of
the yellow pine, may be had in the fouthern

States.
The

many and great advantages they could not otherwife
have, and certainly they have as good a right to chufe
their fyftem of government as any of the ftates; and
may it not be prefumed this country will not be rclin«
quifhed until the American States have performed the
feveral articles of the treaty on their part

% American mafts are much inferior to thofc which
come from Riga, and the Emprefs has lately allowed
mafts to be cut down on the eftates of the nobles, and
exported from Peterfburg ; but the largeft and beft come
from Turkey and Poland;  their grain is much clofer.
A maft from thefe countries, of 22 inches, is equil o
an American maft of 24 inches, They may be chofen
from the woods at ten dollars, or about §os. each; the
carriage cofts 100 dollars, They are carried againft

P8
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The white and the yellow are of a very fu-
perior quality to the other pines. Thefe trees do
not grow in extenfive trats, but are interfperfed
“amongft the foreft trees; they are of a fine grain,
and are ufed for houfe and fhip building, and all
the other purpofes to which pine is applied, either
in {quare pieces, or when fawed into boards and
planks. The yellow is rather of a clofer grain
than the white, and being more refinous is
heavier, and therefore, although more durable,
not fo fit for mafts, and efpecially fpars, &c. it is
much fuperior to the white pine of New Hamp-
thire, the province of Main, aud Saggahadock,
for thofe purpofes.

Mafts, bowfprits, and yards, annually exported
from America on an average of three years, viz.
1768, 1769, and 1770-

Mafts to Great Britain 1174 tons, at 51 per ton.
To ditto, 143, No.at 31. each.
To Africa, 5 No. at ditto
To Britifh and Weft Indies 76 No. at ditto.

the ftream of the Dniper to the head, and over land
above 30 miles to the head of the river Duna, There
is a heavy duty at Riga. In time of war the freight is
very extravagant; and the largeft mafts, when they
arrive in England, will coft from two to three or four
‘hundred pounds. The largeft mafts ufed for the mavy
are 36 inches diameters They come from America;
but large mafts, made of feveral pieces, are now pre-

ferred,
1 Bow-
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Bowfprits to Great Britain, 368 tons, 11 in num-
ber, at 205. per ton or per piece.
To Britith and forcign Weft Indies 3 in num-
ber, ar ditto.
Befides of yards, &c. to Britain, 254 tons, and 28
in number, at 20s. ditto,

In the year 1763, the contrador paid in New
England for a maft of thirty-three inches, 75l
fterling, and fo in propartion down to a maft
of twenty-four inches, for which he paid 11l.
In 1769 they were contracted for 20 per cent.
cheaper.

SHIPS BUILT FOR SALE,
or the TAKING oF FrEigur.

The bufinefs of building fhips for fale n Great
Britain, or the taking of freights there, or in the
Weft Indies, was both confiderable and profi-
table. ' American-built thips have not hitherto
been in demand in any part of Europe, except in
Great Britain and Ireland ; nor have they, but in
few inftances, ever obtained freights elfewhere,
than in thofe kingdoms and in the Britith Weft
Indies. New-England thips for fale, are not fush-
ftantial or wel] built, or fo durable as the Britith;
partly arifing from the timber not being {5 laft-

ing,
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ing, and partly from its not being fo well fea-
foned *.

* In the fouthern provinces good fhip plank is made
of the yellow pines if kept from the worms, it will laft
many years. A fhip built in South Carolina, the tim.
ber live oak; the plank yellow pine; at the end of
thirteen years, the latter was good. The live oak is_
the hardeft wood that is known; it muft be put into
water many months before it can be ufed for thip-
timber, but it is excellent for the purpofe. It is too hard
and too fhort to be wrought into thip planks. The
Quantity of it is but fmall.

An
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Aii acount of the number and tonnage of veffels built in the feveral pro-
vinces under mentioned, during she years 1769, 1770, and 1771,

1769 1779 | 1771
Top | Sloops Ton- |Top Slaops | Ton- ’Tcp 'Slooops, Ton-
Where buile, Gils| and | nage Jails|  and | nage [faalSchonnc| age
ISchooners Schooners ers

*Newfoundland| 1 39
IlandSt. Jokin's| 4| s
Canada 4 60} 1 e B A s
Nova Scotia 3 110 x 2 | sool 1l C 5| 10
NewHappliitel 161 Voo | adaalaslt f a0 gt el 8 4991
Mallachufets | 4o g7 | Sors| 31| 118 7274] 42 83 | 7704
Rhode Hland Bl 31 ) 1428 36) 49 | 2035 35| |60 [ 21t
Conneélicut 70 43 | 1542l sl ar fxsaal ol 5o f ru8s
New York 0 955| '8 10 960| -9 28 | 1698
New Jerfey | s 83| 2| 10
Penntylvanias of afd w0 sledlng) Dol e b 0 1307
Maryland 9! x| 13440 7] 10 | 1525).19 8 | 1645
Virginia 6 2t [1269) 6 x5 | 1ol rol o 678
North Carolinal 31 o | 609 2 125 8| 241
South Carolina | 4 8 | o3 3 sa| sl g geo
Georgia | 2 39 3 57 2f 4| s43
Weft Florida 1 80 T 19 Sl
Bahamas A 42 7 | 1ss 6 137
Bermudas 11 47 | 1049 1| 48 | 110y 48 | 1098

sl 338 larsyoliao] 341 221740133) 357 b6se

N. B. The tonnage above mentioned are regiftered tons; but one third
ought to be added, in order to know the real tonnage.
Cuftom Houfe, Bofton,
May 11, 1771, THOMAS IRVING,
Infpetor General of Tmports and Exports of North Americs,
and Regifier of Shipping.

* Newfoundland now builds annually from 18 to 25 fail of fchoon-
ers, brigantines, and floops, and the number will doubtlefs increafe, There
is plenty of timber on that ifland for the purpofe, viz. juniper, pine, and witch
hazel, and mafts and fpars, as many as are wanting, for fhips ffom 100 t
250 tons burthen. -

It
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It is evident, that this trade ‘can never take
place any where on the continent to the north of
France. France will not fuffer America to fupply
her with fhips. If no other nation will receive
the American thips as a merchandize, furely Great
Britain ought not, whofe very exiftence depends
upon her navy, which navy depends as much on
her fhip carpenters as on her failors. Of all
manufactures thip building is the moft advantage-
ous and neceffary for Great Britain to encourage
and preferve; and the firft coft is of lefs confe-
quence, as the thips are not for forcign fale, and
the money is fpent among ourfelves. Britain
cannot take American fhipping without ruining
her own. The navigation laws forbid it. She
muft confider them as foreign-built thips. ~Ships
may be built in Nova Scotia to as much advan-
tage as in New England, and as good. The encou-
ragement that there will now be for fhip build-
ing in Nova Scotia, St. John’s, and Canada, for
the coafting trade and fitheries, will draw thip-
wrights thither from New England; and wilk
raife many in our remaining Colonies, and thofe
provinces may become a confiderable nurfery for
feamen. But the utmoft encouragement thould
be given to Britith thip building. If fhip building
is encouraged in America, it will be ruinous to this
country ; and even the purchafer, although the hips
may be cheaper in the firft inftance, will have no
great advantage in the end. The cheapnefs of
American fhipping arofe from their being ill found;
for
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for cordage, irgn work, and fail cloth of equal
quality, are 15 per cent. and fhip chandlery 25
per cent. dearer in America than in Britain. I
New England, the oak, when ufed green, which
is generally the cafe, rots in five or fix years,
Little iron is ufed in thips built for fale. Shipping
was built in America on Britith credit, the work-
men were obliged to take the greateft part of thejr
bayments in goods; it anfwered to our merchants
to take the thipping, fuch as it was, in return,
The thipping built for fale Wwas greatly inferior
to that built by order.

America had robbed us, at leaft for a time, of
corn trade, that fome time ago brought in to us
as much as almoft any article of export ; and fhe
was rapidly robbing us of the ﬂxip~bui[ding bufi-
nefs, which an extraordinary event, the indepen-
dence of the American States, has, in this cafe, for-
tunately again thrown into our power, if we do not
moft ftrangely neglect and facrifice it; with this
circumftance, that no other trade or refource can
make amends for the Jofs of a command of thip-
wrights and feamen. It i not the intereft of Bri-
tain to encourage our remaining Colonics to build
fhippingexcccding fifty or fixty tons; and we thould
hot encourage their fithermen to the Pre_judice of
thofe of Poole, and other towns in the weft of
England trading to Newfoundland, A nurfery of
failors is ufelefs, unlefs we can get them when moft
wanted. The colony failors were formerly of little

more
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more fervice to Bfitain than the Dutch. If encou-
ragement be given for the ereting faw-mills, and
preparing lumber, and a bounty be allowed on the
importation of oak timber and planks from our Co-
lonies in Britith-built thips, the bufinefs of fhip
building may be carried on with great advantage
in Britain, and our artificers will be kept at home.
At leaft, the retaining the privilege of building our
thips, will prevent an emigration of ufeful and in-
genious men. At the conclufion of former wars,
many of the numerous artificers in the different
branches of fhip building, as well as our failors,
were difcharged; and almoft ail the merchant thips
employed in this country were built in America,
and our artificers and failors were obliged to go
there and to different foreign ftates for employ-
ment.  Hitherto, fince the conclufion of the ate
war, the American thips being no longer deemed
Britifh, the effect has been fuch, as to render it
unneceffary for either the artificers or failors to
leave this country through want of employment.
In the merchants’ dock yards there is Pplenty
of work in building and €quipping merchant
thips; and by the prefervation of our carry-
ing trade, our failors will find fufficient cm-
ployment, By kccping to ourfelves the moft va-
luable branches of the trade of this country, viz,
building our own thips, the carrying trade, and
the right of fupplying our own Colonies, fhould
another war break out, plenty of fhips would be
fitted out, and plenty of men would be found to

02 man
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man them, inftead of being, as formerly, deftitute
of artificers and feamen, until they had beey
reared up by an apprenticethip of almoft feven
years, and our funds exhaufted, before we were
in a proper ftate to begin the war, The Ameri-
cans were rapidly engroffing the carrying trade ;
and confidering our fituation and circumftances,
we had, comparatively, little of it. In 1773, about
eighty years after laying the foundation of the
firft houfe at Philadelphia, 1150 veffels failed
from that port. This proves a great number ; al-
though there is much deception in returns of this
kind, as the fame thip may have failed feveral
times from the fame port in the fame year.

T 0 B8 Ciee

This being the principal article of American
commerce, deferves much attention from govern.
ment. It was exported from Virginia, Maryland,
North Carolina, fome from South Carolina, and
avery little from Georgia, to Great Britain chiefly*,
where the hogtheads fuitable for different markets
were pitched upon, and re-exported unmanufac-
tured, except a quantity not very confiderable,
The exportation being now free to every part,

* In 1769, 4561 Ibs. were exported from America to
Africa, and 104,193 1bs. to the Weft Indies.
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it remains to be determined by experience, whe-
ther it be more advantageous to tranfport it to
every country where it is confumed, or to carry it
firft to one general market to meet the purchafer,
and to be forted for the different markets, This
bufinefs is underftood in Great Britain only, and
to encourage America to make this country the
general market, the tobacco fhould be permitted
to be put into the King’s warehoufes, and there
only, without paying any duty, a bond being only
given by the importer to pay the duty for fuch
part as thould be fold for home confumption ;
what is exported fhould 8o out free of all duty.
It will be fent in large quantities in rerurn, or
payment for our manufatures, and we can afford
to give the beft price in this manner, by taking
itin return. Before the war, it was imported on
a double bond, and the merchant, on paying
down three farthings a pound weight, took it
into his own pofleffion, and had eighteen months
to export it, or pay the duty, then near 7d. per
pound. Since the war, new regulations have
been made, and the duty has been increafed from
the above fum to near 1s. 4d. a pound; when
imported from the place of its growth, and to
1s. 5d. when imported from any place not of its
growth, from which it can be legally brought ;
and the tobacco is locked up by the officers of
the cuftoms till the duty is paid, or an entry made
for exportation, ;
4 By
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By a late order of the King and Council, every
importer of tobacco depofiting tobacco in the
King’s flores, was to pay one penny per pound,
by way of pledge or depofit, to make a part of
the duty if ufed for inland fale, or to be drawn
back if exported: this meafure certainly will
aperate ftrongly againft making Great Britain an
entrepot for tobacco, becaufe it fubjects the im-
porter to an advance of 40 per cent. on the value,
without any benefit whatever to government; and
on the fuppofition that two thirds of the tobacco
of America would center in Britain, to be afe
forted for other markets, it would divert from
the capitals of the merchants 200,0001. to lye
dead in the Cuftom Houfe, which might other-
wife be ufefully employed in the trade. This
reftriction, while Dunkirk is open as a free port,
and Holland lays only a duty of -about 3% per
cent. will, if not fpeedily altered, divert the car-
rying trade of tobacco to thofe ports, by way of
depofit. Itis bad policy to throw the Americans
into new tra&s. If they are encouraged, by
equal advantages, to bring their tobacco to Bri-
tain to be picked out here, thips will confequently
load from Britain in return, inftead of Holland
and Dunkirk, The tobacco will be left to pay,
for the goods, or to form a fund of credit, which
will attach and rivet the trade to this country.

The idea of obliging a merchant to advance 41,
for liberty to ftore a hogfhead of tobacco, appears

too abfurd not to claim the immediate attention
of
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of his Majefty’s minifters #, They cannot too foon
hold out fuch proper encouragement as thall fe-
cure to this country the advantages pointed out
in the tobacco trade; nor can any argument be
drawn from want of fecurity on the part of go-
vernment, when it is propofed to lock up the
article, and not to deliver out any tobacco for in-
land confumption till the full duties are paid,
which have been from 63 to 661. ona hogthead
of tobacco, which cofts from eight to ten pounds
flerling. The firft price is from 11d. to 23d.
per pound, feldom lower; duty in England 1s. 4d.
In France, tobacco is monopolized by the farmers-
general, and it can be bought wholefale only by
them. America will not afford her tobacco fo
cheap to France, as the latter got it through
Britith contractors before the war ., France will

* Since the former edition of this pamphlet, the
difficulty complained of has been removed by a fub-
fequent proclamation, This ready-money duty is con-
verted into a bondable duty, and the importer is al-
lowed to give his own fecurity for it, along with the
other duties, payable in fifreen months from the entry.

+ And the manner of treating the tobacco fhips that
came to France from America, fince the peace, will
by no means encourage them to go there again. They
were induced to Jand their tobacco under expe@ation of
fuch terms as they pleafed ; the farmers-general, how-
ever, offered fuch price as they thought proper, much
below the value, and the Ameticans were not permitted.
ta re-fhip the tobacco. v

i be

VVA.BHSC



104 American Exports to Europe.
TOBACCO;

be much difappointed. The cultivation of to-
bacco has been greatly interrupted ; it will never
be fo great as it has been ; it will not be eafily re-
covered until the flave trade be revived, and that
will require more credit from the Englith mer--
chant than the American planter is likely to have.
"There has, and will be, a confiderable emigration
from the tobacco country. The lands wear out.
Better land beyond the, mountains may be got
very cheap, and free from taxes. Other kind of
farming is preferred. Poflibly, however, as the
cultivation decreafes in Virginia and Maryland,
it will be taken up to the fouthward in a greater
degree than at prefent. The former edition fup-
pofes the confumption of Britain and Ireland to
be about 20,000 hogfheads. It probably was not
fo much. The confumption of tobacco in Eng-
land that appears to pay duty, was aboutg, 500,000
1bs. or about 8,000 hogfheads, the duty of the re-
mainder of the confumption, whatever it was,
muft have been evaded. The quantity accounted
for in Scotland, as fold for home confumption,
was between 15 and 1600 hogfheads.

Britain imported, on an average of five years be-
fore the war, 99,015 hogfheads *. A good deal

of

* In the year 1775, 55,965,4631bs. of tobacco were
imported into England, and 43,880,865lbs. were re-
exported. The fame year 45,863,1541bs. of tobacco
were imported into Scotland, and 30,324,301lbs, were

re-cxporteds
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of tobacco was manufaured into carots, and
fent from London to Germany and F; landers, and
lately to Quebec. Large quantities of fnuff
were likewife fent to America, particularly to
Befton; but the principal part of the tobacco
exported was unmanufactured. France is fup-
pofed to confume from 20 to 24,000 hogtheads ;
about 19 or 20,000 of late came from America,
The ‘ufe of tobacco has declined in England
and America.  One thoufand tons of tobacco
was exported in the year 1782 from Peterfburg,

re-exported.  Very nearly, or the whole of the tobacco
uade cartied on in Scotland, was ‘at Glafgow, and
wanted only a fifth of being equal to the whole import
into the reft of the ifland, Glafgow had, in a great
meafure, commanded the tobacco trade 5 her merchants
had their factors in Virginia ; the planters were deeply
in debt to the merchants of Glafgow ; and if the latter
had not fortunately had a large fiock in hand when the
war broke out, (the value of which rofe extremely)
they muft have been ruined. It has been faid, that the
great debt of the planters to Britain was no fmall motive
towards the quarrel,

The value of tobacco, at 2d. 21d. and 23d. per

pound, exported from North America in the year 1750, ,

amounted to 96,6371, 185, 13d:  The quantity im.
ported into Great Britain, and from thence exported
to all parts, diftinguifhing the feveral countries, and
the quantity fent to cach place, may be found in the
tables of the Appendix. The exportation from hence
was in Britith veffels, employing a great number of
fmall fhips, and raifing many feamen for the navy.

and
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and about 500 tons from Riga and other parts of
Ruffia ; it chiefly went to Lubeck and Holland ;
but being of a very bad quality, is ufed moftly
by common people for fimoaking, and very little
is manufactured into carots for fouff, which are
made of Dutch and Virginia tobacco, and ex-
ported to all parts of the world. ,A large quan-
tity, (the growth of the Ukraine) during the
war, went to France through Holland, &c. Ruf
fia fupplied herfelf; but the confumption is not
very great there. Hamburgh had tobacco for
common ufe from Germany, and fome from
England. A confiderable quantity is raifed iy
Brandenburgh, on the Rhine, in the Palatinate,
Flanders, and Holland. Flanders grows more
tobacco than the confumes. Tobacco has lately
been raifed in the county of Cork, in Ireland, to
the amount of 4ol. per acre.  America, during
peace, may fupply better than Europe ; whether
cheaper, remains to be feen. Labour is lower in
Europe, manure more plentiful, and freight will
be lefs. European tobacco is not in general fo
flrong, nor fo high flavoured as American,
which may arife partly from the foil, and partly
from the manner of curing it. It certainly would
be much better than it is, under proper cultiva-
tion and management. In America tobacco is
dried ina houfe ; in Europe, in general, the fla-
vour is exhaled by drying in the fun. At leaft
2 fufficient quantity might be raifed in Europe,
though perhaps not of the beft quality ; or if we
cannot
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cannot have an advantageous trade for tobacco
with America, we may encourage the growth
round our fatories in Africa. The fuperior foil,
and low price of labour there, if the natives can
be obliged or induced to work, will give great ad-
vantage. It would, in fome degree, civilife the
natives, and increafe the demand for our many.
factures there. The lands a¢ St. Vincent’s and
Dominica, and the inland parts of Jamaica, not
proper for the culture of fugar, are capable of
producing as much tobacco as could poflibly be
made an article of home confumption, or foreign
trade.

While the drawback remains on the prefent
footing, there muft be a confiderable Iofs to the
revenue by the manufacture of tobacco. Much
water is ufed in it ; the weight is increafed in the
manufacturing, efpecially by the bay falt which
is ufed in it, and by that means much more is
paid as drawback on exportation, than the im-
port duty on the leaf*. The prefent duty on
tobacco being: above five times the value, until it
is raifed by excife, the temptation to fmuggle it
will be very great,

* An arbitrary reduai:m on that account, made at
the feale according to the judgement of the fhipping
oﬂicer, from yo to 25 per cent. has induced the manye
falturers lately to dry it in kilns erected for that pur-
Pofe, and to tender it for exportation now in a proper
dry ftate, :

Pz INDIGO.
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None of the American States, except the Ca.
rolinas and Georgia, produce this article; and it
is of a quality infinitely inferior to the Spanith,
Portuguefe, or French. Even the indigo raifed
on the Miffiffippi is from 20 to 23 per cent,
{fuperior to that of Carolina, and the quantity
produced per acre near double. The cold feafon
comes on too early in Carolina to raife indigo to
as great advantage; it is feldom cut above two
or three times there ; whereas on the Miffiffippi,
the planters begin to cut early in July, and con.
tinue till December. The cultivation of indigo
has greatly increafed within the laft fifteen years
in all the European fettlements in America; in
South Carolina it has been nearly doubled. In
the year 1776, the produce of indigo upon the
Miffiffippi, had increafed in two years from
75,000lbs. to 250,0001bs.  The planters, in the
foreign colonies, have been greatly encouraged
to extend the culture of this article, fince the
trade of Carolina and Georgia has been fhut up
and as the quality is much fuperior to that of
Carolina, it is probable the cultivation will be
continued ; if fo, we have nothing to apprehend
from not allowing 2 bounty on indigo from the
American States. From the latter a great quan-
tity was fent to England, and muft be taken in
return for goods, The indigo of the Carolinas

and
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and Georgia will anfwer only in the northern parts
of Europe, including Great Britain and Ireland 3
the quantity of it, however, that goes to the
Baltic is trifling. The Spaniards raife great
quantities of indigo in South America, parti-
cularly in the province of Guatimala, where in-
digo of the firft quality is cultivated, The
quantity of indigo raifed in the Portuguefe fettle-
ments increafes very faft ; and if we may judge
by the price, viz. 14s. per pound, it is better
than any ever yet fent to market. The French
alfo raife a large quantity in their Weft-India
iflands, which is much better than the indigo of
the American States.

Indigo, by the migration of the Georgians and
Carolineans to Jamaica, is found to fucceed fo
well there, that they have prayed the bounty,
formerly given on indigo raifed in thofe pro-
vinces, may be difcontinued. Upwards of ten
thoufand flaves, belonging to the Loyalifts, were
removed from Georgia and Carolina to the Weft
Indies. In order to get immediate fubfiftance
for them in Jamaica, their mafters at firft let
them out for hire, to be employed in the public
works then carrying on for the defence of the
iflands ; but that bufinefs being over, they are
now employed in cultivating indigo, and there
is the faireft profpe@ of fuccefs, the climate be-
ing much better calculated for the raifing indigo
of agood quality than the Carolinas. Jamaica,
Dominica, and St. Vincent’s, might, in time, very

well
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well fupply all our demands, Tobago raifes a
confiderable quantity of indigo. If we may
judge from analogy, the Eaft Indies muft pro-
duce the beft indigo; but the European fettle-
ments in America, and the American States, pro-
duce more than there is a demand for. ‘Fhe
quantity imported in 1781 into England from
India was 24,3171bs. and in 1782, 25,5751bs.

Indigo annually exported to Great Britain
from America on an average of three years, viz.
2768, 1769, and 1770 amounted to 602,973lbs.
at 4s. 6d,

R Ty Criml

No part of the American States: produces this
article but the Carolinas and Georgia.  Spainand
Portugal took 2 confiderable quantity; but the
great confumption of American rice is in the
nosthern. parts of Europe. Al that wene thither
was firft landed in Great Britain, and left 2 duty
of 73d. per cwt. that duty is now taken off, very
Properly, by an order of Council 5 and American
zice will ftill come here, in order to have a choice
of the forcign: markets, as they cannot know in
America. ta what port in: Holland: or Germany
it will be beft to fend it 5 but the Britith mer-
chants, by thein correfpondence: with the feveral
parts; of Europe, are well informed of the ftate
af all the markets, and can judge how te diftri-
bute it to the Beft advantage. It is not long

fince

VVA.BHSC



American Exports to Lurope, 111
RICE.

fince that the Portuguefe turned their thoughts
to the growth of rice in the Brazils : fuch quan=
tities are already raifed there, that they have very
litdde occafion for any from the American States,
from whence (before the war) they imported
annually 30,000 barrels.

A fhip lately arrived ar Lifbon from South
Carolina, laden with rice; the demand was fo
lictle for that article there, that it would have
been at a much better market if it had come to
England. Ina very few years the Brazils # will
be able, not only to fupply the Portuguefe con-
fumption, but alfo other parts of the world ; and
the rice is of a quality much fuperior to that
raifed in Carolina or Georgia. Rice of a better
grain is produced in Africa, and may be to any
extent.  There thould be a fmall difference of
duty on rice imported in other than Britifh
thipping.

Rice anaually exported from North America,
on an average of three years, viz. 1768, 1769,
and 1770, was as follows, viz.

To Great Britain, = - 82,088 barrels,
To fouth parts of Europe, 32,873
Ta Alicgse it vy 88

To Britifh and foreign Weft
Tifiss, . oL LG
4 ——

1405104t 458, ~/.316,147. 1034
* Since the former edition, Portugal has prohibited
the importation of rice from North America.

This
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This greatly exceeds any article of export from
America, except tobacco and wheat, including
bread and flour, as may be feen in the tables of
the Appendix.

FURS and PBEBETRY:

Previous to the reducion of Canada, the ex-
portation of furs was very confiderable from the
American States ; but fince 1763, it has been of
no great confequence, except deer fkins*. 'Thefe
were exported to a very confiderable amount,
from the fouthern provinces; and as we have
ceded Florida to Spain, this trade is entirely
given up; but deer fkins mighr have been had
in great plenty down the river St. Lawrence, if
it had not been wantonly ftipulated to give up 4
the vaft country between the Ohio, the Miffiffippi,
and the Lakes. The forts and communications
are not yet given up; but when they are, Ca-
nada cannot command the fur trade as before the
peace.  The principal Indian country will be
ceded; we fhall have no fort left, except the

* The demand for deer {kins in Britain is very con-
fiderably decreafed, through the fafhion which now’
prevails of wearing breeches of Manchéfter manufac~
ture, &c.

4 It was not defirable to retain it for the fake of fet-
tling it from Great Britain and Ireland, but rather to
leave it to the Indians in its prefent ftate.

fmall

VVA.BHSC



American Exports to Lurope. 113
FURS axp PELTRY.

{fmall ftoccaded work called Fort Erie, and a new
fort built laft year at Cadaragui. The communi-
cation ‘with Lake Superior will be wholly given
up. The rapids are fo ftrong at the falls of St.
Mary, and the lands fo rocky and mountainous
on our fide, that we can have no carrying place ;
and by drawing the line north of Ifle Royal, we
lofe the only country from which confiderable ad-
vantage could be derived. The Americans are
making great preparations for the purpofe of car-
rying on the Indian trade by the Hudfon, Mo-
hawk, and Oneyda rivers. Between Albany and
Schenecdady there is a carrying place of feventeen
miles, the road very good : on the Mohawk ri-
ver there is a carrying place of a mile at the lit-
tle falls. From the Mohawk river to the wood
creek there is another carrying place of a mile,
and the navigation from thence by Lake Oneyda
and River Onandago is interrupted at the falls of
that river about twelve miles from Ofwego, by
a carrying place of about fifty yards only.

Our duties fhould be entirely drawn back upon
the exportation of furs from Britain ; or rather,
the duty fhould not be paid on the part intended
for exportation, which would put us on a footing
with the American States; if not, almoft the
whole of this trade may be thrown into their
hands ; for, in order to avoid dutics, all the furs
intended for foreign markets will be carried
through them, whereas, if the duties were taken.

o of,
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off, part would come through Quebec to this
country, and be re-exported from hence *.

There was fome, though no very large quan-
tity of furs, imported from Georgia and Caro-
lina into England. The deer fkins of that part
were of the beft fort.

The Americans ufed to import the hides of all
the cattle Killed in Jamaica, befides a great num-
ber of Spanifh hides which were brought there;
and fome time before the war, veffels went from
Philadelphia to Buenos Ayres, principally with
an intention of procuring that article.

The value of the furs annually exported from
North America to Great Britain, (valued at the
port of exportation) on an average of three
years, viz. 1768, 1769, and 1770, amounted

to - = = £-95,472 10 ©
Skins, - - 57,032 o o
Hides, - - - 812 9 o

# Qur traders have now penetrated fo far acrofs the
Continent (they are fometimes out three years) as to
trade with the Indians, who inhabit the country fo near
the fea as to have their river affeted by the tide, and
they reprefent them as refembling the people of Kamt-
{chatka in appearance and manner : the chain of iflands
which run acrofs from this part of North America to
that part of Afia accounts for it. Spanifh horfes are
found among thefe Indians, as well as among thofc
on the back of Louifiana,

The
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The Canada fales, which are every fpring in
London, of the furs and peltry fent the prece-
ding year, amounted to e
In 1782, - - 189,000

1783, =i =t 61000

1784, - = 2610000
We manufacture about a fourth part, and thereby
nearly double the value of that part. Thefe ar-
ticles are purchafed with Britith manufaGures,
This beneficial trade with Quebec mutt fail very
effentially as foon as the country and communica-
tions are given up. It profpered greatly laft
year, the Americans being prevented from pur-
fuing it by the Governor of Quebec, who had
not then furrendered the country and forts ; and
it is to be fuppofed they will not be given up
till all the terms of the treaty, in favour of the
Loyalifts and Britith fubjects, are fulfilled on the
part of the American States.

It is the bufinefs of a wife nation to obviate
the difficulties that may arife from her misfor-
tunes.  As we fhall now lofe, by the treaty of
peace with the American States, fo much of the
commerce of furs and peltry, we ought to turn
our attention to Hudfon’s Bay. The trade thi-
ther has long been Jjuftly confidered as a mono-
poly in the hands of a company of no broad bot-
tom, It will, therefore, be but juft policy in
Parliament, to purfue the fame rational meafures
ith refpec to the Hudfon’s-bay Company, as
Was formerly practifed with regard to the great

Q. African
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African Company ; namely, to purchafe the char.
tered right of the Hudfon’s-bay Company, in or-
der to admit every trader to carry on his bufinefs
within the wide-extended limits of their charter,
upon paying a fmall fum towards fupporting the
neceffary fortifications ; and this is more neceffary,
having loft the communication with Lake Supe-
tior, the country north of it may again be open-
ed by Hudfon’s Bay.

FPLAX S ED,

"This article was exported from the American
States to North Britain and Ireland only ; no
other country in Europe is in want of it, nor can
Treland be furnifhed with it to fo good advantage
from any other part of the world; for though it
may be had from Flanders#, and in the Baltic, it
is in fome refpeéts dearer, and muft be paid for in
money inftead of linens, which are exchanged for
it in America. The feed from Flanders is very
indifferent, becaufe the flax is pulled while green,
for the fake of having it finer and better. Riga
fupplies a confiderable quantity of the fowing
feed. That for oil comes from Archangel, Pe-
terfburg, Riga, &c. Nova Scotia and St. John's

* The people of Ireland, fince the war, have got into
the way of preferving their own flax feed 3 and it his
been found to anfwer fo well, that their future importa:
tions will be lefs confiderable,

ifland
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ifland appear to be as fit for flax as the other nor-
thern parts of America; the trials in St. John’s
ifland are encouraging. .

Flax feed annually exported, on an average of
three years, viz. from January, 1768, to Janua-
1y, 1771, from North America :

To Great Britain, 52,436 bufhels.
To Ircland, - 255,857

_2._6_3-,1_?; at 2s. 3d. per bufh. £.30,232. 5. 9+
The annual importation of flax into England, on
an average of three years, viz. 1772, 1773, and
1774, from the northern parts of Europe, chief-
1y Holland and Ruffia, was in value 239,869l
the quantity upwards of 102,000 CWt.

Annual import into England from the fame
parts, on an average of three years, viz. 1777,
1578, and typo, el 230,800 (50 3
Same average for Scotland, 186,041 18 6
(Quantity upwards of 4000 d

tons) - - - ~ 4288117 3.9

IR 50 N

Moft parts of North America abound in iron
mines; the ore, however, is fo fearce in Virginia,
that almoft all that is ufed there comes from
Maryland. The high price of labour in the Ame-
rican States would not have permitted the ‘expor-
tation of iron, without the advantage of enter-
ing free into Britain, in competition with foreign
iron, which ‘pays a very heavy duty, as ftated,

note,
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note, page 3. We fent from this country ‘Ruf-
fian, Swedith, and Britith bar iron fo a great
amount, particularly to the northern Colonies ;
and it was fold cheaper than iron made there,
or brought from any other part of America.
Canada has plenty of iron mines. The only
argument that can be ufed in favour of fuffer
ing iron to be imported duty free from the
American States, is, that it may come in the place
of money in return for our manufattures ; and
fome think that it might, in fome degree prevent
the manufa&ure of iron in America, The quan-
tity, however, exported from thence, has not been
confiderable, and the diftintion may give um-
brage to the North. Rhode Ifland, Maffachufets,
and New Hampthire, exported little iron. The
States to the fouthward of Rhode Iland imported
little ; moft of them exported. But although
the middle Colonies exported iron in pigs and
in bars, (the heavy duty on the iron of other
countries when imported into this, acting as an
extraordinary bounty to America) they imported
their hoes, axes, and all forts even of the moft
heavy and common iron tools,

Exported annually from America, principally
the middle provinces, on an average of three
years, viz. 1768, 1769, and 1770 :

Bar iron, - - 2592 tons,
Pig do. - - 4624
Caft do. - - 12

P07
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DOT and PEARE A8

Very little pot ath had been made in Nova
Scotia or Canada previous to the war ; but it may
be made to greater advantage in thofe provinces
than elfewhere in America, on account of the
plenty of wood, and owing to the greater quan-
tity of fuel confumed there during a long and
fevere winter. Afhes of an excellent, quality
have, during the war, been imported from Que-
bec. In fome of the American States, firing be-
comes fcarce. It is a well-known fa&, that the
cheapett fuel that could be procured in the town
of Bofton before the war, was, coals from New-
caftle; arifing from the advantage of being car-
ried out as ballaft. Fuel is fill dearer at New
York. i

To encourage our own collieries and carrying
trade, we muft ftill continue to prevent the get-
ting of coal on the ifland of Cape Breton, where
there is plenty more eafily to be got than elfe-
where, above the level of the fea. This coal is
differently reprefented ; fome fay it is not of a
good quality.

Pot and pearl ath annually exported from
America to Great Britain, on an average of three
years, viz. 1768, 1769, and 1770

Tons. Cwr. e i

Potath, 1588 5 at 22 10 is 35730

Pearl ath, 420 o at 40 o is 16800

2 It
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Tt has been lately difcovered that pearl afh,
which is pot afh refined, lofes by the operation,
not only in the quantity but in the quality,
therefore it is probable no more will be made.

If it will not caufe jealoufy, it may anfiwer to
us to fuffer pot afh to enter duty free from the
American States, as it will be in return for our
manufactures ; if we take it from other countries,
perhaps it may be paid for in money. It thould
be confidered, whether the advantage will make
amends for the lofs of revenue.

The prices which are put to the feveral articles
of export from America, are the value at the ports
of exportation, in flerling money.

The above articles comprebend nearly the whole of
the exports from the American States of the growth
of the country.

The
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The articles imported by the American States from
the Britifb and Foreign Weft Indies (1o the amount
of about 800,0001. flerling yearly) were the fol-
lowingy viz.

SE AU G A L R

The difference of price between French, Danifh
and Dutch, and Britith Weft-India fugars, was fo
great, that nearly half the fugar, regularly en-
tered, came from the forcign iflands, and was
cheaper, notwithftanding the duty of 58.. per
hundred on foreign fugars. On an average of
three years, from Jan. 1768 to Jan 1771, 325374
cwt. of foreign brown fugars were imported,
value 28s. per cwt. in America, independent of
the duty ; and of foreign clayed fugars, entered
for exportation, 732 cwt. at 45s. per cwt. like-
wife of Britith brown or Mufcavada 49091 cwt,
51b. at 355, and of Britith white or clayed fugar
103 cwt. at 45s. per cwt. But it is fuppofed, that
above two thirds of the fugar confumed in A-
merica was foreign ; that which was {muggled is
computed to have incurred an expence equal to
half the duty, befides the expence of getting it
in a clandeftine manner from the foreign iflands
and Surinam; even part of the fugars that ap-
peared to be Britifh were really French. The A-
mericans ufed to clear out empty hogfheads at
the Britith Wet-India ports, and carty them to
the French iflands to'be filled with' fugar. It

R {feems
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feems that our fugars could not have been taken,
but through the advantage of barter. The A-
merican States cannot expect that they:fthould be
fuffered to take this article from our iflands;
neither Holland nor France will fuffer them to
carry fugars from their ports in the Weft Indies.
The licence given lately by the Court of France
to ereét fugar houfes to- refine three million of
pounds of fugar in Martinico for,the American
market for a limited time is a grant in. favour of
a particular perfon; it cannot and will not be
confidered as a favour by the States, who cannot
wifh to avail themfelves of it, having. many re-
fineries of their own. No indulgence is allowed
by France as to raw fugars.

South Carolina has made, in the article of re-
fined fugar, a difcrimination in favour of France,
Spain, Holland, Denmark and Sweden, of one
hundred per cent. duty. The refined fugar,of
the Britith plantations being fubjected to double
duty, and the raw fugars to 25 per cent, more
than the foreign; furely this conduct does not
entitle the States to any indulgence in trading to
*our iflands " The diferimination, however, is as
odious as it is unncceflary.

MiziO L sy oS > Bgel

Arc of very great importance to the American
States, on account of their numerous diftillerics #,

* Maffachufets alone has fixty diftilleries,
5 an
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and the extenfive commerce carried on by means
of the rum made out of them. Thefe were pur-
chafed and imported into the American States
from the French iflands, and from Surinam, in
great quantities. The Britifh Weft-India iflands
prudently diftil their own molaffes, and compara-
tively with the foreign iflands, export an inconfi-
derable quantity.  Very little goes from our
iflands except Jamaica, and very little even from
thence for fome time before the war, fcarcely
any, except from a few refining houfes at King-
fton. As they are a bulky article, and not eafily
fmuggled, it may be fuppofed they fometimes
cleared empty hogtheads in the fame manner as
mentioned in the article fugars. On an average
of three years, from Jan. 1768 to Jan. 1791,
3,265,505 gallons of foreign molaffes, and
308,673 ditto of Britith molafles, were imported
into America. Before the Americans were allow-
ed to go to the French iflands for molaffes, (they
are not allowed to carry away any thing clfe) it
was an obje& with the French fugar planter to
contrive to get rid of his molafles by conveying
it into the fea, or to fome wafte, while the Bri-
tifh planter converted his into rum. When the
New Englanders were firft permitted to carry on
this trade from the foreign iflands, they paid
only a trifle for the molafles, 2s. or 3s. per hogf-
head; they are fill very confiderably cheaper
Riiz than
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than in the Britifh ifland The Americans;

who fold their cargoes in our iflands, ufed to

take the money, and go with ‘it to foreign
iflands, where they laid it out in molaffes, &c.
This has been a ferious complaint a long time.
The firft edition of this work faid, the duty
on the importation of molafies into our colonies
fhould be taken off; but on fuller inveftigation,
it feems better policy to prohibit the importation
of foreign molafles, and to continue the duty on
Britith. The fyftem of encouraging a flaple
commercial article of one plantation or eolony,
-in another, where it is not natural, and which
has its own proper ftaples, feems very erroneous.
Qur navigation and the connection between our
Weft-India iflands and continental = colonies,
would be better maintained by exchanging rum,
fugar, &c. for flour, fifh, and lumber, than by
raifing an unnatural competition in rum diftil-
leries, and encouraging our colonies to diftrefs
cach other . By preventing the importation
of foreign molaffes, we certainly deprive our

* When molaffes were exported from St. Kitt’s,
they were fold from 8d. to 1od. per gallon currency.
Great quantitics of molafles were exported from Gua-
daloupe into Domi; Some Dominica merchants
had diftilleries in Guadaloupe.

+ On the fame principle, it is not the intercft of Bri-
tain to encourage the diftillation of fpirits from corn,
in our American colonies,

4 continental
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continental colonies of an advantage which the
American States will have; but thofe colonies
will, with other Britifh fubjects, have a great ad-
vantage in return, by the monopoly of our
Weft-India markets, in many eflential articles.
The greateft and ftrongeft objection is, that the
New England tum, bad as it is, was prefer-
red by the fithermen, Canadians®, and lower
ranks ; it is more fiery, though not fo ftrong as
Weft-India rum, and 25 per cent. cheaper; and
the difcouraging diftilleries in our remaining
northern Colonies, will encourage the fmuggling
of New-England rum.

The caufes which gave rife to the permiffion of
importing foreign molaffes into our American
Colonies no longer exift. The North American
planters complained, that there was not nearly a
fufficient demand for their lumber and provifions
in the Britith Weft-India iflands; and that the
foreign iflands would not receive thofe articles,
unlefs the North Americans would take their pro-
duce in payment : upon a reprefentation to go-
vernment of the difadvantages the continental
Colonics laboured under from this circumftance,
and that the quantity of rum diftilled in our
iflands was very inadequate to the demand in
America, leave was given by act of Parliament
to import foreign molafles, fugar, &c. into Ame-

* The Canadians no longer prefer the New-England

rum,
miea;
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vica ; but the Weft-India planters, being appre-
henfive that this indulgence might interfere with
their diftilleries, aduty of 6d. per gallon, nearly
equal to the prime coft, was impofed on molaffes,
This duty, as in fimilar cafes, where it is laid tos
high, yiclded a very trifling revenue, it was there.
fore reduced to 3d. per gallon, and the revenue
was thereby much augmented ; but cven 3d. was
found to be too high a duty, more efpecially in a
country where illicit importations could be made
with fo litle rifk. Government, fatisfied by ex-
perience, that the whole quantity of Britifh rum,
and'molaﬂ'es, and alfo of foreign molaffes pro-
duced in the Weft Indies, was not more than
equal to the demand for thefe articles in America,
and having no longer caufe to apprehend-that the -
ufe of the foreign molaffes would materially inter-
fere with the confumption of Britith Pplantation
rum, lowered the duty to 1d. per gallon. By
this means, a flop was in a great meafure’ put to
the clandeftine importation of it, and the revenue
-arifing from it increafed from about £.2c00 a
year, when at 6d. per gallon, to upwards of
£-17,000 a year.  Our remaining colonies will
now find a plentiful demand for their lumber and
provifions in the Britith Wef Indies, from whence
they can receive alfo an ample fupply of rum,
without having recourfe to the diftillation of fo-
reign molafles.

The
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The quantity of foreign molaffes imported into
America, anterior to the war, was even, as appears
by the Cuftom-houfe books, much greater than
the quantity of Britifh rum confumed there# ;
but the latter being free, and the former fubject
tora «diity of more than 20 per cent. upon the
prime coft, we may reafonably add to the Cuffom-
houfe account of the molaffes, one third, ; Theé
confumption of this article, undiftilled, was very
trifling, except in the fithery and« New England ;
and even!there it was made uferiof to no.great
extentsadigod 1oy i

RISHOE AL

The amotint of this article, imported and con-
fumed in the American States, greatly exceeded
any other afticle of the:Weft-India produce im-
ported into thofe States: with this circuhftance,
that of the other articles, a part was're-exported,
particularly the rum made out of the molafles,
the greateft part of which was fent to Africa, to
Nova Scotia, to Newfoundland, to Canada, and
to the middle Colonies, and a large quantity for
the fupply.of the fouthern Indians. It was much
cheapcr, and greatly mferlor to that of the Weflt

Indies;

* One hundred gallons of common molafles make
one hundred gallons of rum ; the better fort will make
gne hundred and five gallons. . In the Weft Indies, in

crop
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Indies* ; but the rum imported from the Iatter
was confumed in the country, and except a {mall
quantity from Demerary, of a good quality, and
fome from Santa Cruz of ‘a very indifferent qua-
lity, the whole was, and may ftill be, imported
from the Britith Weft-India  iflands. The rum
from:“Santa. Cruz is. generally 3d. or 4d. per
gallon cheaper than our Weft-India rum. Within
ten years, the quality of our rum has been con-
fiderably improved. - The only burdens on the
exportation of it from our iflands, are the 4% per
cent. duty -, which is about 6s. per hogthead, and
an abfurd powder duty, raifed by the Weft-India
affemblies, that fometimes amounted to one third
of the freight, it being raifed on the tonnage.
The French make very little rum, and thatof a

crop time, the fcum of the fugar, added to the mo-
lafles will produce:an hundred and fifteen, or an hun-
dred and twenty gallons.at leaft; which gives a con-
fiderable advantage to the Wefl-India diftilleries; how-
ever the Americans difpute the fact.

* The rum diftilled at Rhode Ifland, made of foreign
molaffes, was commonly fold there as low as'rod. per
gallon, and the Leeward-Iflands rum, which is of the
loweft proofs and worft quality of any made in the Bri-
tith Weft Indies, very feldom fold under 15d. frerling
in the iflands.

+ This does not extend to Jamaica or the ceded

iflands,
; “bad

o
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bad quality: as it might interfere with their
brandies, they have not encouraged it. On an
average of three years, viz. from January 1768
to January 1771, 2,807,082 gallons of Britith
Weft-India rum were imported into North Ame-
rica, including our remaining Colonies and fifh~
eries. - The Dutch and French iflands, and fet~
tlements on the main, cannot fupply the de-
mand of the American States, even if they fhould:
erect diftilleries and manufacture their own mo-
laffes.

But nothing can be more trifling and lefs found-
ed than the clamour on the fuppofition of lofing:
the rum trade which our iflands had. ' The com-
petition with our iflands will be exacly the fame,
whether the molaffes are diftilled in the foreign
iflands or on the continent of America. It is the
intereft of the American States, and not our bu-
finefs, to difcourage the diftillation of foreign mo-
laffes in foreign iflands. It would be ruinous to
New England in particular; and when the encou~
ragements* faid to be held out in the French

* Even if the advantages held out to the Americang
in'the French iflands were not pretended or delufive,;
unlefs they were granted for a longer period than hi-
therto flated, it will not be worth their embarking to a.”
large extent, and the obtaining a quantity and perfec-
tion of quality confequently would be prevented. New'
Englanders will not eftablith their diftilleries on French
iflands where labour is fo much dearer ‘even than in
America,

S iflands:
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RuUmM:
ilands to eftablith diftilleries, are ufed as an ar-
gument for the purpofe of frightening us into
conceffions, they can_ only be attended to by the
moft ignorant.

. The following is the quantity of rum annually
exported from North America, on an average of
three years, viz. from January 1768 to January
1771; this trade will be moftly gained by our.
iflands in future.

TosGireat:Britain e, v L il 46,888

Ireland = o - - - 17,126
The fouth of Europe - - - . 23,928
Africa® St S e =~ 8 eg oty
The Weft Indies - - siutatiel Bods
Newfoundland - - - 399,00F
Canada - - - - 226,470
Nova Scotia #lomiiint Al Sl T auame

905,620

Thefe exportations from the American States
are not very confiderable, when compared with
their importations of rum, and their own diftilla
tion of molafles; and it appears from the im-
portation of the latter alrcady ftated, that they dif-
tilled above a third more rum than they imported.

It is abfurd to fuppofe that the Americans
wotld confine themfelves to the ufe of our Weft-
India rum, even if we were weak cnough to give

* Itis faid the African Committee has forbid the
ufe of New-England rum in their fettlements.
+ The rum which appears to be exported to the Weft
Indies, was probably laid in for fea ftores,
them
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them every advantage held forth in the bill which
gave rife to thefe obfervations. The Americans
would certainty go to the cheapeft markets; but
they will require the fame quantity they did be-
fore, confequently there will be the fame demand ;
and they muft have it from our iflands, as they can-
not have a fufficient quantity elfewhere. It is well
known how much the Jamaica and Grenada rum
is preferred by them.  As our Weft-India iflands
will be entitled to the monopoly of the rum trade
with eur remaining colonies, they will be ' bene-
fited in this trade at leaft, by the difmémber-
ment of the American States. If any new com-
petition could be raifed in this trade, the-mono-
poly in queftion would doubly compenfate #. The
quantity of rum confumed in our fifheries and
remaining colonies, is very great indeed; and
through Canada, the inland parts of the American
provinces' will be partly fupplied. If our rum
fhould be prohibited there, the Americans will
be gratified by the opportunity of fmuggling.
The quantity of North-American rum imported
into our remaining colonies, has already been

#* The author of Confiderations on the prefent Inter~

" courfe, &c. afferts, note, page 16, that our remaining co-
lonies in North America were fupplied with rum from
the Britifh Weft Indies. The annual importation of rum
in Quebec alone, on an average of three years, ending
1774, from the continent of America, was 438,859
gallons ; but the importion from the Weft Indies and all
other parts, for the fame period,was only 33,296 gallons.
S2 ftated,
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ftated. The quantity of Weft-India rum import-
ed in 1769 into Newfoundland, was only 6,766
gallons.
To Canada = 22,323 gallons.
To Nova Scotia - 7,426 ditto,
But in confequence of the war, wheteby the
intercourfe with America was cut off, rum was
introduced through a new channel, and Quebec,
inftead of importing from the continent of Ame.
rica 701,305 gallons, and only 3951 gallons from
Britain and 47,186 gallons from the Weft Indies,
as was the cafe in the year 1774, we find, that in
the year 1779, there were imported from Britain
into Quebec 262,984 gallons, and from the Weft
Indies 187,858 gallons, and none from America,
In proportion to the cheapnefs or dearnefs of any
commodity, the confumption will increafe or de-
creafe. The price was greatly heightened at
Quebec by infurance and other circumftances at-
tending the war. The confumption certainly will
increafe very much in future. The importation
of North-American rum, therefore, fhould be
prohibited, as it would creatc a demand for
Weft-India rum, and promote the carrying trade
between the Weft Indies and our remaining colo-
nies, notwithftanding the difficulty of preventing
the fmuggling of New-England rum. At prefent,
tum from the American States cannot be imported
into Canada but in Britith-built thips, and then
it pays a duty of gd. per gallon; Weft-India rum
pays 6d.
; GOFFEE.

VVA.BHSC



American Imports from the Weft Indses. 133
cocoaA

CIOER By EY B

Confiderable quantities of coffee were ufed in
America, particularly in the fouthern and middle
Colonies, where the pooreft peafant ufed it, as it
was cheaper than the loweft-priced tea; fome fo
low as 6d. fterling per pound ; moft of it was

“foreign and fmuggled. The quantity of coffee
annually imported into America (which paid duty)
onan average of three years, viz. from January
1768 to January 1771 :

Britith 3642 cwt. at 8d. per Ib.
i Foreign 8 ditto.

It may be here obferved, that no very ac-
curate idea can be formed of the imports of A-
merica, where the article was liable to high
duties, affording a temptation to the {muggler
the extent of moft of the ports, or rivers leading:
to ports, affording almoft uninterrupted oppor-
tunity, where the inhabitants were univerfally
oppofed to Britifh laws and regulations.

ERORO G

Was purchafed and imported nearly in the
fame manner as coffee ; 137,87 51bs. of Britith and
247,186 1bs. of foreign at 6d. per pound, were an-
nually imported into North America on an aver-
age of three years, viz. from January 1768 to
Janvary 1771,

COTTON.
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£ O 79T OUN:

The quantity of Britith cotton annually im-
ported into the American States, on an average
of three years, from January 1768 to January
1771, was 167,7481bs. and of foreign cotton
266,1821bs. This was chiefly ufed in the home

“or family manufactures of the country in the
northern States. Virginia raifed, of a coarfe kind,
more than a fufficiency for her own ufe.

S AT T

Of this article there was imported annually, orn
an average of three years (viz, from January 1768
to January 1771) into North America, from the
fouth of Europe, 554,154 bufhels, at 1s.and from
the Weit Indies, 388,228 buthels. That from the
‘Weft Indies was particularly ufed for butter and
pork; it came from Sal Tortuga; it was not fo
much the production of labour as of the heat of
the fun, and was collected by the Bermudians and
others, and fold at a low price to the fhips from
the continent ;.and not unfrequently the crews of
the thips collected it themfelves, and were at no

- other expence than their labour. The Americans
muft pay for their falt now at'Sal Tortuga, as the
Britith thips will not protet them,

The
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The articles exported to the Weft Indies from
North America were the following, viz.

HORSES for the Saddle and Draught.

The number of horfes annually imported into
the Britith and foreign Weft Indies from North
America, on an average of three years, viz. 1768,
1769, and 1770, Was 5989 ; of thefe about three
fifths went to the foreign Weft-India fettlements.
A very good kind of horfe is introduced into
Canada, very excellent for the faddle. Horfes
for draught, and for the fugar works, are eflen-
tially neceffary in the Windward Iflands, and they
may be had from Canada reafonably, although dur-
ing three years previous to the war not above 300
were exported. They are fmall, but very firong
and hardy. Nova Scotia will get into the trade,
and will have great advantage in the navigation
to the Weft Indies, from fituation, over Canada,
or even the American States. A confiderable
number of horfes from the neighbourhood of lake
Champlain were exported by the Americans,
and many now go from Canada. Mules go from
Barbary to the Windward Iflands : they are reck-
oned verygood. Some are brought from the Spa-
nifh main, and fome from Porto Ricoand the Mif~
fifippi. It is faid, it would anfwer to fond
horfes, both for draught and faddle, from 14 to :
‘141 hands high from Britain, but efpecially from

3 Ireland,
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Treland, to the Weft Indies, if carried on the deck
in the fame manner as done by the Americang,
They will fell from 10l. to 151, advantage ‘each
horfe. It might coft lefs than one third more to
carry a horfe from Ireland than it does” from A-
merica. A fingle-decked veffel of 100 tons car-
carries 40 horfes on deck from Canada to the
Weft Indies. The carriage of each horfe from
Canada came to about 5L fterling, and provifions
30s. Horfes have been carried as a cargo from
Ireland to the Weft Indies by New-England
thips.

FLOUR and BREAD, or BISCUIT.

No wheat is fent from America to the Weft
Indies, except a very fmall quantity for poultry,
or fuch ufes.

Flour and buifcuit imported into the

Britifh and foreign Weft Indies on an  Barrels,

average of three years, ending 1773 230,640
Imported into and confiumed in the

Britith Weft Indies - - 132,426.

As wheat has been for feveral years paft, and
previous to the war, cheaper in Canada * than in

* Before the war there was only one capital mill in
‘Canada for grinding corn for exportation, but there are
now fufficient. - The Canadians do not clean the
wheat fo well as the Americans, therefore their flour is
not of {0 good a colour. ;

the
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the American States, and as the New-York and
Philadelphia merchants ten years ago thipped
large quantities of wheat from Canada, there can
be no doubt that thefe articles will come cheaper
from that province. It has been already men-
tioned, that near 500,000 bufhels of wheat wers
exported from Canada in 1774, a confiderable
quantity remaining on hand for want of veffels to
cxport it; and that the annual confumption of
flour in the Britith Weft Indics, on an average of
three years, ending 1773, was 529,704 bufhels.
For farther particulars, fee the article ‘Wheat and
Flour *, 1t is urged, that our iflands will be
flarved, and that our thipping will not be per-
mitted to take flour from the American States.
All navigation laws allow the produce of the
country, except colonies, to be carried away in
foreign veflels. As flour is the principal ftaple
of New York, New Jerfey, and Pennfylvania,
and the Britith Weft Indies are now open fto re-
ceive it in our own fhips, while the French and
Dutch fettlements are fhut againft it, thofe ftates
will be glad to fell their flour to any thips that
may go to take it to our iflands. Even Mary~
tand and Virginia produce very large quantities

* The cultivation and exportation of corn was of
<courfe interrupted by the rebel invafion of Canada, and
during the war. “The interruption of exportation, &¢.
is, however, imputed to the climate by the author of
the Weft-India Committec’s Confiderations ‘on the In.
tercourfe, &c.

T of
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of wheat. It is the opinion of the beit informed,
that, on a medium, Great Britain and Ireland
could fupply our Weft-India iflands as cheap as
the continent of America; certainly at this time
they can.. The cafe has been, and, more probably
than before, it will be the cafe in future, that
Britain can fupply her iflands with grain at a
cheaper medium price, for feven or ten years,
than America has done, or probably can do; for
the confequences of the late revolution in America
muft be an increafe of the value of labour, and
the dearnefs of every flaple commodity, among
“ other caufes through the number of people that
their armies, and other eftablithments, have drawn
away from productive employments, and various
other circumftances, have difperfed. France has
the good policy to encourage her own agriculture,
by prohibiting the' importation of thefe articles
from foreign countries. into her iflands, or any
other articles which the mother country can
fupply.

As long as the Britith Weft- Indxa iflands have
the'monopoly of the Britith markets, by the ex-
clufion of forcign Weft-India produce, on the
fame  principle the Britifh dominions - fhould
have the monopoly of the flour trade to thofe

" iflands, and then the free export of flour from
Britain and Ireland fhould in all cafes be allowed.
The home confumption would be little affected
by the quantity confumed in the Britifh Weit

Indies.
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Indies. Ireland gencrally produces more corn
than the confumes.
- Nova Scotia, or St. John’s ifland, cannot for
fome time fpare much grain, as they are new
fettlements.  They plant fummer wheat as in
Canada; but from the fhortnefs of the fummer,
and becaufe the planters are not in good order
fufficient to take all advantages of the feafon, and
are not acquainted as yet with all the adequate
methods that may be known in a more advanced
flate of fettlement, the fummer wheat is apt to
blaft; the fettlers, therefore, a& injudicioufly in
giving themfelves up fo much to the culture of
wheat.  Thefe countries grow fine barley, good
1ye, and tolerable oats; and as thefe grains are
not fubje& to the accidents peculiar to new-
fettled northern countries, they fhould therefore
principally cultivate them and # peas, at leaft for
the prefent.  Lower Canada grows fummer wheat,
Higher Canada, which is the great granary, grows
both fummer and winter wheat,

Salted Bee

Salted Pork, Buster, Candles,
and Soap.

No quantity of becf was exported from any
colony but Conneéticut. The merchants of New

* The author of the Weft-Tndia'Committee’s Con.
fiderations, &c. fallely afferts, thatpeas have never

been exported from Canada, Tn the year 1572, ¢,658

bufhels 5 and in 17735 7,967 buthels were exported
from thence,

IR York,:
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York, Philadelphia, and Rhode Ifland, were fup-
plied from thence and New Jerfey. American
beef is tolerable when it has a quick paflage to
the Weft Indies ; but the barrel when once open-
ed, muft be quickly ufed, left it become rotten.
Maffachufets falted fome for exportation and for
the navy, of a much inferior quality to that of
Ireland, and not fo well cured. There is but little
in Virginia. The beef of the provinces fouth of
Pennfylvania is not good. Conneéticut fupplicd
more than all the other American States. The
fouthern States make very little ufe of falted
‘beef ; they have but few thips to vicual, and
their flaves are fed on Indian corn and rice : they
export a very fmall quantity. On the back pait
of the Carolinas and Georgia great herds of cattle
are bred, very fmall and lean ; they run wild in
the woods : the mildnefs of the winters enableg
them to live without expence. The fettlers fatten
as many in the inclofed paftures and meadows
as they want for home confumption, and they
are ufually fat in the wood paftures in Oober.
However, they fuffer very much from the fly,
which greatly checks their fattening. The
wild cattle, when lean, are fold for a guinea, or
a guinea and a half, to perfons who drive them to
Pennfylvania, where they are fattened for the Phi-
ladelphia market, The want of a demand may
be the caufe why the fettlers on the back part of
the Carolinas and Georgia have not as yet im-
proved the breed of cattle, and fatrened them for
- exportation.
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exportation. . Their attention has been given to
their ftaple articles—rice, indigo, tobacco, and
Indian corn: but having fine paftures in the back
country, there fcems to be nothing to prevent
them, when there is a fufficient demand in their
fea ports. It is not long fince they difcovered
they could make as good pork as their northern
neighbours, and they can afford it one third
cheaper; their winters being mild, there is
no expence attending the hogs till they are fully
grown ; and Indian corn, the beft food for them,
is 30 per cent. cheaper in the fouthern than
northern States; but the American pork in geperal
is not of a good quality. Some has the fame-
fithy tafte we difcover in wild fowl, which arifes
from their being fed upon fifh, efpecially in Caro-
lina. The Burlington pork, however, is very
good. The hams are well tafted, but lean ; thefe
were brought to the Weft Indies in confiderable
quantities. ~ The Carolinas raife a prodigious
quantity of hogs, and can feed them at fo little
expence, as before mentioned, that pork can be
afforded there much cheaper than from England
and Ireland, but it is by no means fo good as
that exported from the latter ; it does not keep
fo well : The fat of the Carolina pork is fofter.
The American pork is generally very fat, and fuits
the fitheries. Our remaining colonies are not as
yet far enough advanced t afford pork for ex-
portation, but their beef and mutton, butter,,
&c. are far preferable to that of the more
fouthern
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fouthern provinces. The Canada pork is very
good.

American beef does not keep fo well as the
Irith; falt hardens it, and eats up the fat and
Jjuices. At prefent, beef undoubtedly may be
imported cheapeft and beft into the Weft-Tn-
dia iflands from - Ireland, where the falting of
it is betier managed than in any ‘part of the
world; however, the price is greatly raifed
within thirty years. Cattle are raifed and fed
cheaper there, and even in England, than in any
ather of the maritime countries in Europe. The
fouthern parts of Europe are not good pafture
countries for cattle; and in the northern, the
great feverity of the winters gives England and
Ireland the advantage. Some good beef is im-
ported into St. Croix and Euftativs from Holftein.
Cheefe, in no great quantity, and of a bad qua-
lity, has been fent to the Weft Indies from Ame-
rica, The countries that can raife and feed cat-
tle the cheapeft, can in general afford to underfell
others alfo in the articles of butter, candles, and
foap. - Very little American butter is fent to the
Weft Indies : it very foon fjoils on being expofed
to the air; and as the fame may be faid of their
beef, neither of them, at leaft for fome time,
are likely to become articles of commerce, {o as
to interfere with Ireland. Veflels from thence
frequently carried butter to America ; and when
the price was low, or there was a probability of
its felling to advantage in the iflands, it was re-

exported
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exported there.  Confiderable quantities of white
foap were exported from different parts of Ame-
rica to the Weft Indies, much inferior to Britifh
or Irith, but it was improving much; and fome
time before the war, there was a kind of foap,
called Baftard Caftile, made at Philadelphia,
much efteemed. The fouthern States muft take
fome butter, foap, and candles from Britain and
Ireland. The Weft Indies will take a large quan~
tity of thofe articlesand falted beef #. A confi-
derable quantity - of candles and foap ufed to go
from England to America. ~ Our iflands were
never well fupplied with foap from England ;
they got a confiderable quantity from the Dutch.
There is a drawback on exportation of 1d. per
pound on candles, and 13d. on foap. If the
trade with the Weft Indies fhould be laid open,
Britain and Ireland may lofe the foap and candle.
trade. Ruffia exported 350 tons of the laft arti-
cle in 1782, to different parts: the has lowered
the duty on candles when exported. As our
Weft India iflands have the monopoly of the Bri-
tifh and Irifh markets, it is no more than equal
that they fhould take from us whateVer we can
fupply §-; though perhaps they might get. fome
articles

* In 1975 Jamaica imported from Ireland, beef,
pork, butter, and herrings, to the amount of 79,810l

4 Mr. Edwards fancies the Britifh ifles cannot furnifh
she Britifh Weft Indies with provifions. Ireland ex-
5 ports
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articles cheaper elfewhere. That we might get -
Weft-India produce much cheaper than theirs is
well known. ;

Annual export from North America to the
Britifh and foreign Weft Indies, on an average of
three years, viz. 1768, 1769, and 1770 :

Beef and pork, - - 28,218 barrels.
Soap and candles, - - 71,701 lbs.
Tallow candles, - - 62,193 lbs.
Cheefe, - - - 55,394 Ibs.
Lard and tallow, not in candles, 172,587 Ibs.

The quantity of beefand pork exported annually,
on an average of three years, viz. 1771, 17725
and 1773, 23,635 barrels, of which, to the Bri-
tifh Weft-India iflands, 14,992 barrels.

SALTED FISH,

From many circumftances, can be fent from
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and St. John’s, to
the Weft Indies, cheaper than from the American
States. Mackerel may be caught on the Britith
coaft, and fent to the Weft Indics, nearly, if not
quite, as cheap as the planters ufed to get them
from the American States, allowing a bounty equal
to the duty on the falt with which they may be
cured. It may not be improper to allow a farther
bounty on the exportation, as this bufinefs would

ports about 270,000 barrels of beef and pork, The
Britith Weft Indies, béfore the conteft, imported from
North America about 15,000 barrels annually,

4 2 employ
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employ a great number of feamen: The mac-
kerel fithery was confiderable, and moftly con-
fined to the coaft of Nova Scotia, Thofe taken
on the New-England coaft are faiq to be of a fu-
perior quality, but the quantity trifling ; at leatt :
very few were exported to the Weft Indies. A
bounty is allowed on herrings exported from Bri.
tain.  Ireland ufed to fupply the Weft Indies with
Swedith herrings ; ‘but fince the Irith Parliament
very wifely refufed the drawback on their export,
the Irith herrings 8o there, and the quantity fent
is very confiderable, Herrings alfo are fent to the
Wett Indies from the Clyde; and it may here be
obferved, that the manufactures we export to the
Weft Indies not taking a tenth part of the tonnage
which may be fent to bring home the produce of
the iflands, the freight of fifh, or other articles
fent from hence is very low, and will be; at lcaft
till the circuitous trade is fully eftablithed. The
fifh from New England and the country adjacent
cannot be put in competition with the herrings
fent in great quantities from Scotland arid Ireland,
nor thould any regulation be made likely to affect
this nurfery for feamen, which may be greatly in-
creafed with proper attention, Great numbers of
akind of herrings frequented the, American coaft,
particularly that of North Carolina, where a large
quantity was taken and barrelled, but in fo o~
venly a manner, that they feldom were merchant-
able when they arrived in. the Wett Indies : they
were fold at the {hipping pase from a dollar 1o 2
et U Slollar

VYA.BHSC



146 Ammcan Lxports to the Weft Indies.
SALTED FISH:

dollar and a quarter per barrel. They were put
up tolerably well at Philadelphia and fome parts
of Maryland, but fold for double the above price:
the beft were very much nferior to the Irith or
Scotch herrings. Both the mackerel and herring
fithery on the coaft of America fhould be dif-
couraged.

Under the article whale and cod ﬁﬂl‘Cl’lCS may
be feen the quantity of fith fent to the Weft
Indies.

It can hardly befuppofed, that any Englifhman
will with ‘to give any fhare of our markets to
rivals in the fifheries. If any monopoly can be
fupported, this certainly muft : it is moft efféntial
to our marine, as well as our commerce ; and,
if we allow even fmall American veffels with pro-
vifions to come to our iflands, they certainly will
acquire this trade.  The iflands* muft be fupplied
with fith immediately from Newfoundland 4. The
veflels employed in this trade may return with
rum in barter, or proceed to the fouthern whale

* Mr. Edwards is apprehenfive the Britifh fitheries in .
America and Europe cannot fupply the Britith Weft
Indies. Newfoundland, Canada, and Nova Scotia, ex-
port above 700,000 quintals of dried fith. The Britith
‘Weft Indies confume about 160,000 quintals.

: + Since the intercourfe with our Weft-India iflands
in American bottoms has been cut off, between forty
and fifty veflels have been loaded with fifh at New-
foundland for thefe iflands, and a confiderable number
of them returned loaded wnh Weﬂ India produce.

R ooy fithery ;
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fithery ; but, at all events, the Newfoundland
fitheries fhould be encouraged from Ireland, the
fouth and weft'of England, the weft of Scot-
land, the Orkneys, and Shetland, by bounties, by
ptivileges, and by every means poffible. I is
tepeated, . that the whole proceeds of the New-
foundland fithery were remitted to Britain, but it
is faid not above a third of the New-England
fithery was remitted to this country, cafh er the
produce of the countries to which, the fifh was
carried being taken in return to New England.

A great quantity, nearly a third, of the fith of
Amnerica went to the Weft Indies, including the
fith that will not do for European, &c. markets,
which is fent for the negroes. The lofs of the
fupply of our iflands will certainly be as difad-
vantageous to the Americans as the monopoly .of
it will be advantageous to us. - But as we have
given the Americans (with what policy it is not
neceflary to mark) the fitheries of Newfoundland,
Nova Scotia, St. Lawrence, &c. which we de-
nied to Spain and Holland, they will have fome
thare in the trade which is moft to be coveted
by us.

LUM BER, v — ;S'tave: and  Hoops,
Scantling, and Timber Jor Houfe and Mill
Frames, Boards, Shingles, e,

From the great plenty of timber in Nova Scotia
and Canada, and the beginning fearcity of it near
U- wates

VVA.BHSC



148 American Exporss to the 1Weft Indies.
LUMBER.

water carriage, efpecially in the middle and three
of the northern States, moft of thefe articles may
be imported from Nova Scotia and Canada on as
good, if not better, terms than from the States.
Whenever the lumber of Canada is mentioned,
that of the State of Vermont fhould be under-
food to be included; the quantity there is im-
menfe, and can only be exported through Quebec.
Hoops for fugar hogtheads are often earried from
England. Ships going to the Weft Indies have
only a light freight, and carry out this article;
and it will anfwer to carry from hence: ftaves and
boards, and they are of a fuperior quality. Our
fugar fhips might generally go out full, if all
our ftores went from Britain, particularly coals for
the diftilleries, oats for horfes, and other grain,
and provifions for the flaves. Great part of the
rum puncheons are now fent from England. As
workmanfhip is dear in the Weft Indies, they
are finifhed here with iron hoops, and filled with
provifions or dry goods, by which the freight of
the puncheons is faved. The beft American rum=
puncheon flaves came. from the middle and
fouthern Colonies; but they were confidetably
dearer than from other parts of that continent.
The white-oak ftaves of Camada are fuperior to
thofe of the New-England ftaves, and equal to
thofe of the middle States; fo were the- boards
and feantling exported from that Colony. The
American wood hoops were not ufed for fugar,

anly for teirces and molaffes hogfheads.
- At
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LUMBER.
At Jamaica, the fugar flaves are moftly made
on the ifland. - The neceffity the States will be
under of exporting their produce, will oblige
them to fell to our fhipping that may come for it,
41l forts of lumber. Timber cutting and the
bufinefs of the fawmills would greatly decreafe
if they do not. There is little profpet of new
markets for them. Before the war, the Ame:
ricans glutted the Weft Indies with lumber to fuch
4 degree, that this trade was fuppofed to be at its
height. Nova Scotia will, at leatt for fome time,
have little elfe to depend on but her fifheries,
provifions, and cutting of lumber; and it is found
that province has plenty of white oak for rum-
puncheon faves, and red-oak ftaves for fugar and
molaffes cafks, with plenty of timber for all other
purpofes. Nothing thews more firongly the difpo-
fition to give falfe impreffions, than the attempts
, to prove Canada and Nova Scotia cannot fupply
lumber, becaufe they formerly had not that trade,
and the exports of that kind were inconfiderable.
It might as well be faid, that the American States
could not provide lumber, becaufe they did not
do fo before they were fettled. The preparation
of lumber is in a very confiderable degree a ma=
nufactire, and requites much more than the bare
operation of felling trees. This bufinefs muft
now take place very rapidly in our remaining
Colonies. The great influx of inhabitants will
require great quantities of land to be cleared.
Many fawmills are already erected in Nova Scotia.
: From
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LUMBER.

From the country adjoining to Paffamaquaddy
and New Hampthire the greateft quantity of lum-
ber went to the Weft Indies. There is oak of dif-
ferent kinds on the feveral large rivers of Nova
Scotia, which empty themfelves on the weftern
and fouth-weftern fhores of the gulph of St,
Lawrence. No inconfiderable quantity of lumber,
{ent from America to the Weft Indies, was tranf-
ported in Bermuda veffels.

If Britain will grant a bounty upon lumber for
alimited time from our remaining Colonies, they
would foon fupply our Weft-India Iflands; and
fuch a ftep would alarm the Americans, left they
fhould lofe the whole of this trade. The idea
of their withholding their lumber for any time
from our fhipping, is too trifling to require at-
_tention.

Lumber esported from Norsh America to the
Britifp and_ foreign Weft Indies in 1770:

Pine boards and plank - 33,429,458 fupl. feet.
Oak ditto - - ditto - - 1,292,710 do. do.
R G e 3,817,899 number

Staves and heading - - g5 16,141 do.
Shingles, o 0, L 38,928,857 do.
Pine timber. - . . - 315 tons

Shaken hhds. chiefly returned

full of foreign molaffes. } 6299 number

Lumber
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LIVE OXEN, SHEEP, &.

Lumber Imported from North America into, and
actually ufed in, the Britifh Weft Indies in 1770+

g, e e, L § ptaTngss e
Staves and heading - - - 7,200,000 numb,
Hoops = - - - -« - . 1058411 do.
Shingles - - = - - - 15483542 do.
Pirte timbes Sl Gic R GG 200 tons
Oak timber - - - - . . 95 do.

Live Oven and Shecp, Poultry of every Kind,
Jor frefp Provifions, &c. in the Wlands.

A confiderable number of oxen and theep have
been fent from New England to the Windward
Iflands, but not to Jamaica; that ifland ftands in
little or no need of thefe articles from America,
or of horfes, except for the faddle. Mutton is
not a general food in the iflands; a good many
dheep are however bred there, and the mutton is
good. Nova Scotia and St. John’s may raife oxen
fufficient for the iflands, having fine paftures. The
Britith army and inhabitants in the town of Bofton,
during the blockade in 1775 and 1776, were fup-
plied with' frefh provifions of every kind from
thence; ten years before, Halifax was in a great
meafure fupplied from New England with frefh
provifions ; and had not the demand during the

war
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. RICE, INDIAN CORN, axp TOBACCO.
war been fo very great, frefh meat -would have
been under two-pence 2 pound in Nova Scotia,
from its own produce, Poultry will probaby be
purchafed as cheap in Canada as in the American
States, as corn is as cheap or cheaper there.
Near 4000 dozen of poultry were imported into
the Weft Indies annually before the war, chiefly
by the Bermudians, who alfo imported large quan-
tities of onions. On an average of three years,
viz. 1768, 1769, and 1770, 3257 live oxen were
annually fent from North America to the Britifh
and foreign' Weft Indies, and of that number
2032 were fent from Conneicut alone, About
1000 went to our iflands ; during the fame period
18,439 fheep and hogs were annually imported
into the Weft Indies, moftly from Rhode Ifland
and Connecticut ; but of thefe, only about 4000
went to our Iflands.

Rice, Indian Corn, and Tobacco.

The quantity of rice which went to the Wef
Indies, and principally from South Carolina and
Georgia, was not in proportion to the quantity
of Indian corn imported into thofe iflands. The
latter came chiefly from Virginia and Nosth Ca-
rolina. The planters raifed provifions for their rie-
groes in a. great meafure during the war; and it
would always, in a certain Pproportion, anfwer,
Bermuda veffels will bring as much of thefe are

ticles
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RICE, INDIAN CORN, anp TOBACCO.

ticles as are wanted cheaper than the veffels of the
American States, and they have been in the habit
of fupplying our iflands in a great meafure. Indian
corn may be raifed as well in Nova Scotia and
Canada as in New England ; thofe provinces having:
had hitherto little intercourfe with the Weft In-
dies, they negleted the cultivation of that article.
However, Indian corn is raifed with difficulty in
the northern Colonies ; the cold is too great. In
the fouthern parts of Canada wheat anfiers better,
Rice is only ufed for negroes when at a low price,
nor is it neceflary except fof thofe who are fickly,
and the quantity required for them is not con-
fiderable.  The price of that article, before the
war, was generally regulated by the price of com-
mon flour, which was preferred as a more fub-
ftantial food. Indian corn is required in Jaimaica
more for horfes than negroes, who chiefly depend
on plantains and ground provifions, and feldom
ufe much corn, unlefs when thefe fail. Peas,
beans, and oats were, during the war, fent from
hence, fubftituted in the place of Indian corn,
and were found to anfwer well.

Oats, beans, ftores, and provifions, to a very
confiderable amount, go from Britain, and the ad-
vantage of fupplying them fhould increafe. The
taking every (thing however from the port of
London, impofes in fome cafes an unncceflary ex-
bence on our iflands.  This arifes partly from the
advantage of afforting cargoes in the port of
London, and partly from the circumftance of

fuj
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fugar fadors generally fixing themfelves there;
but in many cafes, ftores and provifions might
be thipped from the ports that can fupply them
cheapeft.

Little except manufactured tobacco is  intro-
duced into the Weft Indies for confumption there;
nearly enough is raifed in the iflands for the ufe
of the negroes: tobacco was firft the growth of
St. Chriftopher’s, and fold in England about the
year 1630, for a Jacobus per 1b. :

The quantity of rice imported into the Britifh
and foreign Weft Indies annually, on an average

“of three years, ending with 1773, was 28,337
barrels, of which 20,563 barrels were imported
into the Britifh Weft Indies.

Annually, on an average of three years, ending
1773, there were exported from North Ametica
to the Britith and Foreign Weft Indies 558,871
buthels of Indian c6rn, of which were imported
into and confumed in the Britith Weft Indies
401,471 bufhels.

AAFTREICAA NG TR DN T

As to the African trade, Congrefs ‘and fome
of the general affemblies have declared againft
it; but the Carolinas and Georgia at leaft, muft

continue
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continue it #. It is faid, negroes only can ftand
the work in thofe hot climates, Rice, indigo,
and tobacco cannot for fome time, if ever,.be
raifed to advantage without flaves ; but the im-
portation did not keep pace with the increafe.
The price of flaves was lowered before the war ;
flaves born in the country were preferred, ‘as fea-
foned to. the climate. = The flaves purchafed in
Africa by the American traders, were of an in-
ferior low-priced fort, = The northern States may
ateempt to fupply the continent of ‘America with
flaves, for the fake of difpofing of their rum, a
large quantity. of which they ufed to fend to
Africa; byt this trade will now be difficult to them,
and they will want Britifh credit, If it muft be -
carried on, it fhould be thrown into the hands of
Briftol, Liverpool, and Glafgow, by allowing
the flave fhips, on their return from the Weft
Indies, to bring back rum, to be ftored in the
King’s warchoufes, till they fit out again for A-
frica, without being charged with any duty or
expence but florage.  This will open a new
market for our rum, and will extend our trade
to Africa, which ufed to be fupplied from the
New - England  diftilleries.  The number of
negroes imported into North America annually,
€n an average of tliree years, viz. from 1769 to
1773 inclufive, were 6210, amounting, at 40l

* The Americans are now (1784) contralting with
our merchants for 2 large number of flayes,

Xz each,
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each, (which is a moderate price) to 248,400l
fterling. The number of flaves imported direct-
1y from Africa into the Britifh Weft Indies, in
1773, were 23,743, which at the fame price a-
mounted to 949,800l It is not probable that all
nations will give up this cruel trade :—benevo-
Tence is not fo general :—the trade is faid to be
neceffary 3 but although it be very advantageous
to England, and even if it were infinitely more
fo, the difcontinuance of it is much to be wifhed,
unlefs we can learn to treat the negroes better.
In fome parts of America they are ufed better
than in our Weft-India iflands, and the French
ufe them ftill better than the Americans.

FROM

VVA.BHSC



Obfervations, e, £57

FROM the foregoing ftate of the imports and
exports of America to and from Europe and the
Weft Indies, a judgement may be formed of their
natural courfe and tendency —of their impors
tance,—and of the meafures that thould be adopt-
ed by Great Britain; or rather, it appears, that
tittle is to be done, and our great care fhould be,
10 avoid doing mifchief. The American States are
feparated from us and independent, confequently
foreign : the declaring and treating them as fuch,
puts them in the only fituation in which they
can now be #.  Friendly, indeed, we may yet be,
and well difpofed to them; but we fhould wait
events rather than endeavour to force them.
Nothing is hazarded; no hidden mifchief is to
be dreaded; and, relying on thofe commercial
principles and regulations under which our trade
and navy have become fo great, Great Britain
will Tofe few of the advantages fhe poffefled be-
fore thefe States became independent ; and, with
prudent management, fhe will have as much of
their trade as it will be her intereft to wifh for,
without any expence for civil eftablifhment or
protection. The States will fuffer,— they have

loft

* That the American citizens are no longer to be
confidered on the footing of Britifh fubjects is furely
put out of doubt, by their renunciation of allegiance
to this country, and by our ratification of the Prelimi-
nary Articles; but it fhould be put out of all doubt by
a& of Parliament, for many weighty commercial as

well
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loft much by feparation *.  We fhall regret the
money that has been fquandered ; but it is not
probable our Commerce wil] be hurt; and it is
certain the means of employing and adding to
our feamen will be greatly increafed, if we do

Dot throw away the opportunity.
The Navigation +- act Pprevented the Dutch
from

well as political confiderations, It is incumbent at
the fame time to acknowledge as Britifh fubje&s, thofe

faithful Americans and Non-jurors, and all thofe who~

may emigrate at leaft within 2 Timited time, into any
part of the Britifh dominions, and there take the oaths
of allegiance.

* Before the year 1776, fearce a man in America had
the idea of feparation from this county. .The wifh of
the Americans was, independance of the Britifl, Par.
liament ; but having taken arms, they went farther of
courfe, The with to be independant of Parliament,
at leaft as to interior management, was founded in
good fenfe; but the advantage will be found by no
means equal to the difadvantage of feparation. I
taxes had been raifed in America by authority of Par-
Jiament, they would have been fpent there,  The only
other advantage gained by America, is, freedom from
baving improper perfons fent fometimes from hence as
governors, judges, commiffioners, &c,

t The Navigation a& was firft enadted in the time
of the Ufurpation in 1651, and re-ena@ed on the Re-
foration, with fome variations, as appears by Scobell’s
Colle@ions. The principle of this a& was interwoven

by
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from being the carriers of our trade. The vio-
lation or relaxation of that act in favour of the
Weft-India

by James I. and Charles L. into the colonial fyftem.
The Parliament and Cromwell only enforced what the
foregoing kings had introduced.  The Parliament of
Scotland upon the re-ena@ment of the Navigation a&t
by the Reftoration Parliament, thought their country
ruined by it. They fent to London three Peers to
folicit a relaxation of it as to Scotland, but they did
not fucceed. From this anecdote it appears, that the
Parliament and nation wquld not relax their favourite
fyftem even in favour of fellow fubjets, which the
Scots then were; far lefs ought the Parliament now
to relax in favour of aliens and rivals in navigation.
The tonnage of England ‘in Elizabeth’s reign (1581)
was 72,450 tons, and the feamen of all kinds 14,295.
At the time of the Reftoration the commercial tonnage
of the kingdom was 95,2665 on eftablifhing the Navi-
gation act at that time, the tonnage augmented in
fifteen years to 190,533; in twenty years more, that
is, about the year 1700, it had increafed to 273,693 '3
in the year 1750 it mounted to 609,7¢8, and in the
year 1774, the year before the American difturbances
began, it had rifen to 798,864.

A fifteenth fhould be added for the tonnage of Scot-
land; to fhew the total amount of Britith commercial
tonnage. Bat this being the regifired tonmage, it is
ufual, in order to find the real tonnage, to add one
third, 2s the quantity given in to the regifter is upon
an average about a third lefs than the real meafure-
ment, in order to evade dutics and expences, fuch as
lights, &c.  On the other hand, this may be more
I than
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Weft-India_iflands, or of the American States,
will - give that advantage to the New-Eng-
landers,

than counterbalanced by the tonnage being in many

inftances repeated two or threc times, or as often as

the veflel fails from port in the fame year, It is ob-

vious, that this mode of calculation may be uncertain 3

the comparative increafe of tonnage is determined, but

not the exat quantity. The following account howa -
ever may be depended on,

The number of fhips, &c. their tonnage and num=
ber of men belonging to South Britain, on an average
of three years, ending 1773, accounting each fhip or
veflel, her tonnage, and number of men, but once in
cach year, the repeated voyages not being included.

FOREIGN  TRADE.
Ships. Tons. Men.
2719 335583 30,771

COASTING, TRADE
Ships. Tons. Men.
3458 219,756 15,244

ELS HI NG VESS ELS,
Ships. Tons. Men,
1441 25,339 6774

T AT
Ships. "Tons. Men.
7619 580,579 52,789
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landers#*, and encourage, to the greateft degree,
the marine of America, to the ruin of our own.

The

At the time of eftablifhing the Navigation a, the
foreign tonnage cleared outwards was equal to half the
Englifh tonnage. About the year 1700 it was confide-
rably lefs than a fifth of the Englith.  About the year
1725 it was little more than a nineteenth part. In 1750
it was rather more than a twelfth part; and in 1774 it
was confiderably lefs than a twelfth.

The immediate great cffect of the a& in queftion,
and the gradual great effe& fince, furely fpeaks fuffi-
ciently. Is it neceffary to add more to induce Englifh-
men to {upport that ineftimable law ?

When the laft edition of this pamphlet was publifhed,
the author had not then had the advantage of reading
The Eftimate of the Comparative Strength of Britain
during the prefent and four preceding Reigns, by George
Chalmers, Efq. Thofe who wifli for fuller information
relative to navigation, will there find it. The man the
beft informed will derive benefit from an attentive peru-
fal of it; the idle, and thofe of many avocations, will
find in a fmall compafs, and well ftated, that which re-
quired great induftry to draw from the beft and moft
authentic documents, and much good fenfe and ability
to arrange -and illuftrate, relative to fhipping, trade,
cuftoms, coin, and population.

* And to them only, for none of the other fates
have at this time any fhipping 3 but the bill will, in the
moft effetual manner, encourage the feveral provinces
to raife fhipping, Should the Weft-India trade be laid
open to fhips carrying the flag of the American States,
their allies, the French ‘and Dutch, will avail theme

¥ Lelves
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The bill, in its prefent ftate, allowing an open
trade between the American States and our iflands,
relinquithes the only ufe and advantage of Ame-
rican Colonies, or Weft-India iflands, the mono-
poly of their confumption, and the carriage of
their produce ; for that object alone we could be
tempted to fupport the vaft expence of their
maintenance and protection. Our late wars have
been for the exclufive trade of America, and our
enormous debt has been incurred for that objeét.
Our ‘remaining colonies on the Continent, and
iflands, and the favourable ftate of Englifh ma~
nufactures, may ftill give us, ‘almoft exclufively,
the trade of America. But the bill grants the
Weft-India trade to the American States on bet-
ter terms than we can have it ourfelves; and
thefe advantages aic beftowed, while local. cir-
cumflances infure many others, which it is our
duty to guard againft rather than promote. It
makes it the intereft of our merchants to trade
under the American flag. Shipping may be had
in America at much lefs original expence than is
required here ; but the quality is greatly inferior®.

It

{elves of it, as they did of the Imperial in Europe, and
our iftands will foon be-as much crowded with foreign
fhipping as the port of Ofltend has lately been.

* The timber, mafts, and yards are much cheaper
than in- England. Oak timber, 18s. per ton; oak
plank, sl per 1000 feet.  In the New-England States,
~veflels are built and equipped from 71, 105, to 8l per

ton.
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1t alfo makes it the intercft of our remaining co.
lonies in North America, (for whom no advan-
tages

ton. - The fhipping of the middle Colonies were more
clicemed, and coft, per ton, timber anq building, 41,
total building and equipping from g1, 1o g, 105, The
Dipping of the fouthern Provinces, the cirbes being
live oak, (of which however there is no quantity in
America, and what there is is confined to the Caroli-
oA <ot cof, iper tan g1 ou AU o L
sl more for equipping. The thipwrights and caul
fers had from 25. 6d, to 45, 64, per day, wages, Phila.

0 Virginia and New York, and greatly fuperior to
New-England fhipping.  The medium peace price in
the river Thames for o veflel about 300 tons, hand.
fomely finithed and. painted, i 9l per ton, and aboue
150l for mafts and yards, Rigging, flores, &c. about
three fourths value of the hull.  Vefels built at Hull,
Whitby, &c. about 305, per ton lefs, Mafts and yards
nearly the fame, - On our fouthern anq weftern coaft,
Thips are built for about 20s, berton lefs than in the
Thames.  The Thipping of our out-pors is equally
£00d 35 the beft American thipping, whofe timbers are
of liveioak, S ihel wavee of aniatie feaman in Ame.
1ies, are ten dollars, o 458 permonth, The com.
mon peace wages of feamen in merchant fhips in Eng.
land, are from 258. t0 30s. per month, The navy
Wages are 225, and 6d.

From this inveftigation it might be doubted, whether
the Americans can navigate cheaper than we can : yet,
3 {0 the value of the thipping, it may be added, from
good information, that fo inferior in general is the New-

Y2 England
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tages are referved by the bill in queftion) to
be as independent as the American States, in
order to have their trade as open. But fetting
afide every advantage in favour of Britain, the
‘Weft-India planters a& contrary to their own in-
tercft : they court their future ruin by contending
for giving up any part of the carrying trade in
favour of the Americans : it is placing them-
{clves on an unnatural dependence ; for thould
the Americans work themfelves in, fo as to make
the iflands dependent on them for fupplies and
fhipping, (which probably would happen in a
few years) they would then have it at all times
in their power to make the planters feel what
they now dread without ‘any. reafonable caufe.
It is the policy of France and Spain not to fuffer
forcign veflels to trade to their iflands and colonies,
and our own maxims have hitherto been the fame;
but, the bill, without the leaft neceflity, gives up
this moft neceffary reftriction, and our whole
com=

England fhipping in materials, building, and equip:
ping, that a veflel which cofts 7ool. there, would, if
well built in Britain, be worth 1600, Tt is faid, that
the New Englanders ufed formerly to build for fale, 25
Jow as 2l. 10s. per ton. It muft only be the New Eng-
landers that can navigate cheaper’ than us. The fes
Jeffels belonging to Philadelphia, regiftered and partly
owned there, (England and Ireland having fhares) never
amounted to 280 fail at any period 5 rcgiﬁered tonnage

avout 15,000, teal tonnage about 22,000 3 yet it feems
the
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commercial fyﬁem.’ The French, indeed, opened
the trade to their Weft-India iflands in 1779, to
neutral nations, that they might take every feaman
they poffibly could for their navy, and to pre-
ferve their iflands from ftarving. The confe-
quence would foon have been the deftruction of
their navy, as it was, for the time, of their trade.
Ships from all parts went to their iflands, and
carried the produce wherever they pleafed.  Weft
India produce became fearce in France at the time
it was plentiful in the north. The revenue failed.
France loft one million and a half fterling, and
the fame or greater lofs would have been annually.
repeated as long as the war continued. There was

the general opinion of men well acquainted with the
commerce of the middle and fouthern States, - that in
the provinces from the Cape of Tlorida to Philadelphia,
inclufive, there are not 400 American-born failorsy ex-
clufive of mafters and mates. The United Provinces
of Holland, confifting of about the fame number of
inhabitants as the American States, including negroes
in the latter, viz. two million and a half, notwithftan-
ding they have fo great a fharc in the carrying trade,
have not above cight or ten thoufand national failors at
the moft, (part of thefe are engaged in the fitheries,
and having property, do not engage in war) the reft of
their failors are Germans, or from the north of Eu-
repe, and may amount to 25,000 In Holland there
is no regulation as to the number of Dutch-born fea-
men on board each merchantman, to which, in a de-
gree, the few Dutch feamen, and the decline of their
‘marine, may be attributed,

an
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an end of the trade. There was no nurfery for fea-
men left, and if the war had continued, feveral fhips
muft have been laid up every year forwantof failors.
Reprefentations came from Bourdeaux, Nantes *,
&e. and immediately on the figning of the Pre-
liminaries, the permiffion for neutral nations to
8o to her iflands was withdrawn - : and fo jealous
had the French been of the trade of their iflands,
that before the lofs of Canada and Louitbourg,
thofe colonies were fiot allowed a dire&t trade to
them, and France has had the good fenfe, by her
treaty with the American States, to withhold the
very thing we are feeking to give up .

By

* No lefs than twelve capital houfes in Bourdeaux,
and in the other fea ports of France, failed in the fpace
of a fortnight.

+ The fame was doné at the Havannah,

# France has allowed the importation from America
into her iflands of fuch articles as the French domi-
nions cannot furni this excludes American flour,
and includes only lumber and fome articles of provi-
fions. The edi@ is fo exprefied, that it may, in fome
refpedts, admit of fuch interpretation as the Governors
of the iflands may chufe to put upon it.. . This uncer-
tainty affords little advantage to the Americans that
they had not before. The mifreprefentations of the
French edi@ls, by the writers in favour of what is
called the Weft-Tndia caufe, can hardly be imputed to
ignorance alone. It is difficult to conceive that men
can have fo little regard to charaler, as to make the

' affertions
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By any violation or relaxation of the Naviga-
tion a, the act will be entirely loft as to Ire-
fand : that kingdom exprefily adopted it only as
Jong as it fhould remain unaltered in Great Bri-
tain. It is a principal tie between the two coun-
tries. But, befides the lofs of the act, as far as
it confines Ireland, we fhould involve ourfelves

affertions they do on that and other parts of the fub-
je@t. It is well known, that the Americans have no
other advantages in the French iflands than thofe they
had before the War, The French are not fuch mife-
rable politicians as to give up the principal advantages
to be derived from their iflands, or to fuffer the Ame-
ricans to fupply or carry any articles they can fupply or
carry themfelves. No longer reftrained by our Navi-
gation laws, they will fend veflels from their Weft-
India fettlements to the American States, and will
altogether, perhaps, gradually exclude American veflels
from their colonies, in proportion as they fecl the be-
nefit of this new navigation. = They know that the
admiffion of American veflels in the moft limited
manner into their iflands, introduces fmuggling and
fraud to a very great degree, They may bring every
thing they want in their own veflels, either fiom the
Spanifh fettlements, or from the American States.

The reftraints which the Americans find at the
French Weft-India ports, are fuch at this moment, that
their refentment againft their new ally is fearcely infe~
rior to that which has been exprefled againt the Eng~
lith, Indeed, it is faid to be greater, becaufc they
vainly expe@ted to be courted by the French. Their
friendfhip is now of little ¢confequence to that nation.

4 moft

VYA.BHSC



168 Obfervations, Se.

moft ferioufly with that kingdom in another re~
fpe@. Ireland received, as a right, every advan-
tage fhe has lately acquired, except the partici--
pation of the monopoly of the Weft-India con-
fumption of Britith products and manufactures ;
for that the was thankful ; and, in return, paﬁ‘ed
the aét which increafed the duties on fugars, and
other Weft-India articles, and engages to aug-
ment them farther in proportion to the duties
which may in future be impofed upon them in
Great Britain, and lays prohibitory duties on
fimilar articles from foreign iflands. By this bill
that monopoly would ceafe. Deprived of the
advantage, Ireland will think Britain has_done
away the confideration that induced her to fhut
her ports againft foreign fugars. The Irith act
laying prohibitory duties is biennial, and will ex-
pire next Chriftmas; and it is not to be fup-
pofed, under the circumftance alluded to, it would
be continued. Her redrefs might be to take
foreign Weft-India goods; at leaft, fhe would
not think it neceffary to charge her own con-
fumption of fugars with higher duties than are
required from America, She will expect to have
Weft-India goods on as good terms as the Ame-
rican States, now become foreign. Weft-India
planters therefore thould confider, whether a direét
trade to the American States will recompenfe them
for the lofs of the Irith confumption; and Par-
liament fhould confider what would be the ftate
of fmuggling from Ireland into this country,. if

Ircland
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Ireland thould become the repofitory for forcign
Weft-India goods, or of our own, under low
duties.

The reprefentation of the Committee of Weft-
India planters and merchants to the King’s Mini-
fters, fets forth, that ¢ the permiffion of American
thips, as heretofore, freely to bring the produce of
the dominions of the American States to the fugar
colonics, and take back the produce of our iflands.
in return, is obvioufly effential.” The wool-
growers of England might equally fay, a free ex-
portation of wool is obvioufly eflential to their
intereft ; but an unqualified exportation would
put an end to our moft valuable export of wool~
lens: it would enable France to underfell us.
It has been faid, that the iflands cannot exift
without an open trade to the American States ;
in anfwer, it may be afked, how they have exifted
during the war, when even Canada or Nova Sco-
tia, and alfo England and Ireland, were not .open
to them without great expence and rifk ? They
got their lumber by prizes, and through neutral
iflands *; but not fo much as may now be got
immdiately from Canada and Nova Scotia. The
lumber in general of thofe colonies is as good as
any in America, and may be foon fent cheaper
than it could from the revolted provinces in their
prefent, or any probable ftate ; their number of
hands is leflened, and their taxes arc increafed.

* Jamaica had lumber from the Mifliffippi and

Florida.
74 Some.
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Some little time may be neceffary, before a filt
fupply of all the articles they can produce wilk
be obtained; but it will be better for this country
to allow a bounty on lumber, conveyed in Britith
veflels from €anada and Nova Scotia to the Woft
Indies, or even from all parts, for a limited time,,
unneceflary and extravagant as it may be, than
to facrifice our carrying trade *.  However abun-
dantly our remaining colonies will be able here-
after to fupply our iflands with lumber, that trade
may not be fufficiently eftablifhed as yet to fecure
an immediate fupply. The iflands might there-
fore have fome reafon to complain, if they were
limited to thofe colonies, but they are not confined
in bringing it from any part i Britith thipping.
Every place is free to them, that was open before
the war.  The fuppofition that the States will, for
any time, refufe their lumber, and lofe their mar-
ket, is too ridiculous to be infifted on.

New York and' Pennfylvania will, without
doubt, be unwilling to relinquifh the advantage
they formerly had from the freight of thie flour
they fend to the Britith Weft Indies; but the
fouthern States (from whence the iflands drew
their great fupply of lumber, and the only two ar-
ticles of provifions for which they arc inany degree

* In general, as to the bounties, we had better with-
draw them in as many inftances as poffible, and take off
duties on raw materials imported, at leaft to the amount
of the faving from bounties. Great favings might be
made in preventing fraudulent payment of bounties.

T dependent
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dependent on the States, viz. rice and Indian
corn) having little or no fhipping of their own,
will hardly be brought into the meafure of burn-
ing their timber in the fields, rather than make it
into lumber and fell it to our fhipping ; nor will
ghey fuffer their corn and other provifions to
wafte in their barns, in order to throw into the
hands of the New Englanders, in preference of
us, the profits of the carrying trade; on the
«contrary, it is probable the fouthern Provinces
will, for feveral reafons, prefer rading diredly
with us, and, among others, becaufe they will
with to divide with us the profits, which the New
Englanders had on their produce. Itis difficult
t0 fay what may at firft be the effeét of difappoint-
ment, ill-founded refentment, and ignorance.
But, it may be obferved, that if the Americans
fhould prohibit or exclude our fhips from their
ports, in confequence of what they are pleafed to
call reftriGtions on their trade, they will deprive
themfelves of the beft market for a principal part
of their produce, for which they can find no
other ; the amount of which confumed in the
Britith Weft Indies, on an average of three years
immediately i)rece&(ling the war, was 500,000 L.
as valued at the ports of exportation, and they
will tfxercby entirely forgo a balance of 24,0001
gearly in their favour, paid in bills of exchange
and fpecie ;* but ncither Congrefs, nor all the
affemblies and committees in America, could en-

Z2 force
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force a meafure fo injurious to the intereft both
of the American planter and merchant.

Under the article of wheat, it has appeared how
amply Canada may fupply our iflands, It appears
alfo, that no part of America furnithes greater
advantages for fhip building than our remaining
colonies. The oak of Canada is heavier, and
much more lafting, than that of New\England.
In fhort, itis unqueftionably a fac, that Nova
Scotia, Canada, and the ifland of St. John, may
{oon become capable, with very little encourage-
ment, of fupplying our iflands with all the thip-
ping, fith, timber, and lumber of every  kind,
and with mill or draught horfes, with flour, and
feveral other articles, they may want; and Ber.
muda thipping  alone might fupply the iflands
with freth provifions and fach articles as will be
wanted from the fouthern States, viz. Indian corn
and rice,

The number of loyalifts that have been driven
from their eftates, on account of their adherence
to the intereft of Great Britain, and now fettled
in Nova Scotia and Canada, will have their lands
to clear of wood, that they may raife corn and
grafs; and with the timber they cut down in
clearing their lands, after fupplying what may be
neceflary for building their habitations, they may
be able, even in the year 1785, to furnith lumber
for the Britith Weft India iflands ; and fome
years after, they will of courfe be enabled by
induftry, to increafe the quantity ;- but, fhould

' they
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they and the former inhabitants fall fhort in fup-
plying this article, and the American States
prohibit. the exportation thereof in Britifh-buile
fhips to the Weft-India iflands, the deficiency
can eafily be fupplied' from this country at a
moderate price; and the other articles of pro-
vifions, flour, &c. can be procured in the fame
manner from Britain and Ireland ¥, and our re-
maining North-American Colonies.

From the fouthern and eaftern coafts of Nova
Scotia to our iflands, the navigation is fhorter
and quicker than from the American States.
Veficls going from the latter are obliged to fteer
far to the-ecaft, to get into the trade winds.
From the moft leeward iflands, the paffage to the
gulph of St. Laurence may be made in 15,20, or
25 days, although 35 or 40 may be neceflary to
go to Quebec.

It fhould feem, that there muft be fome other
objec in referve, which is not yet acknowledged,
befides the cheapnefs of lumber and provifions,
and a market for rum, to account for the eager-
nefs, which fome exprefs, for opening the naviga-
tion of the Weft Indies. 'The affertion, that our

# It fhould be remarked, that the prig :of freight to-
the Weft Indies is much cheaper from Britain than from
America, viz. above 30 per cent. which arifes from this
circumftance, that fhipping from America to the Weft
Tndies has fall cargos, but from Europe comparatively
very little, Half the fhips from the port of London to
the Weft Indies go out in ballaft,

iflands
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ilands muft ftarve if they are not opened to
American fhipping, is a curious inftance of the
ground on which men will be clamorous : poflibly
fome deceive themfelves; but the clamour may per-
haps be accounted for, by the facility of deceiving
the public on' certain fubjects ; becaufe few men
will take the trouble, efpecially in matters of a
complicated nature, of fufficiently informing them-
It has already been ftated, that the Ber-

mudians

* It is a well known fa&, that our Weft-India plan-
tations have been fettled and extended, in'no inconfider-
able degree, upon the credit given by our merchants;
and that, perhaps, not lefs than a third part of all the
property in the iflands is either owned by or owing to the
inhabitants of this country. Under fuch circumftances,
furely, the Britith creditor has a right to expect every
kind of public fecurity for his property thus invefted,
which he conceived he derived from the Navigation a&t 3
poflibly in a great meafure, from the idea of this fecu
sity, he ‘ventured to launch out fo largely in a concern
{o diftant from his immediate infpetion. If the North-
American States are permitted to become the carriers
between the continent and the iflands, a very favourable
opportunity will be afforded to fuch of the planters as
may with to evade: the payment: of their debts to this
country, when they find it more convenient to apply
their crops to other purpofes. s it-not a pofible cafe,
that they may in fome inftances fell a part, or the whole,
of theircrops to the North-Ametican merchants, who,
having eftablifhed a credit here, will pay them one third
in bills of exchange upon England, a third in lumber,

provifions,
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mudians in great part fupplied our iflands with
freth provifions. Our remaining Colonies, or at leaft
part of them, will foon equip fmall veffels, and
carry on the fame trade. If our iflands are fo
helplefs, and would rather facrifice our marine
than make fo fmall an effort as to fit out veflels in
addition to thofe of Bermuda, and our remaining’
Colonies fufficient to fupply themfelves with provi-
fions and lumber, they deferve to fuffer or to pay’
an extraordinary price. Even if they fhould be {o
helplefs, no man can fay, they will be fubject to
any other inconvenience than that of paying an ad-
vanced price for thofe articles, through the me-
dium of foreign Weft-India free ports or American
fmugglers; and, at any rate, the inconvenience
can be nothing, when put in competition with the
objec of our navigation, and the unforefeen mif-
chiefs that may arife. Should fmuggling into the

provifions, &c. and, the remainder either in cafh or
bills, when the cargo is difpofed of in Europe, and the
merchant has availed himfelf of the proceeds ? The
planter may apply the money to difcharge his engage-
ments in the iflands, in purchafing flaves to improve and
extend his eftate, &c. &c. whillt his Britifh creditor may
be put off from time to time. But the evil might not
reft here. The North-American merchant would be
furnithed with a valuable commodity, which would
eftablifh his credit in Europe, and enable him to pur-
chafe thofe foreign manufactures, that would other-
wife be:imported into America, through the medium
of Great Britain.

© Weft-
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Weft-India iflands take place in the begin-
ning, the increafed price, from the rifk, will
be an inducement to the fair trader or Britith
merchant, who in a fhort time will obtain the
whole,

But it cannot be doubted, that fome of the Ame-
tican States will fell lumber and provifions to any
veflels that will go for them, otherwife they will
not be able to ¢l thematall. Theéy can have no
other fufficient market. The argument is weak
which fays, hitherto lumber, in no fufficient quan-
tity for our iflands, has been brought from Canada
and Nova Scotia, and therefore thofe provinces
cannot fupply them *. While the old Colonies fur-

* However extraordinary it may appear, it is an un-
doubted fadt, that the various kinds of lumber ufed by
the coopers, were brought even from the vicinity of
Montreal and Lake Champlain, to the river Thames, and
fent thence into the Weft.Indies, If fuch a circuitous
voyage could anfwer at any time, furely the fame lum-~
ber during peace may go a dire@ voyage to our iflands,
and be afforded at a reafonable price. Lumber for the ufe
of the caoper, which is brought over as dennage in to-
bacco fhips, is fo plentiful now in the London market,
that it can fearce be fold for any price, If we had plenty
of faw mills in England, it would undoubtedly anfwer
to fend many kinds of lumber from hence to our iffands.
A cord of wood isas cheap or cheaper in Suffex (which
is by no means the cheapelt part of England) than in
many confiderable towns in America. This maft arife
fromithe different value of labour.

* pithed
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nithed fuch abundance, theré was no encourage.
ment for thofe infant Colonies. Nova Scotia was
not fufficiently fettled, and during the war the
navigation to thefe parts was greatly interrupted.
But the experience of the laft eight years has provs
ed inconteftably, how little neceflary the American®
States are to our-iflands; and that we have no ocs
cafion, efpecially with Canada and Nova Scetia in
our, pofleffion, to make any facrifice whatever
on the part of Great Britain.

The French depend on their Weft Indies for
the fupport of their marine; all their writers fay
fo. Should we then neglet the fame opportunity
of fupporting our’own? It is well known, that
the French fettlements at St. Domingo alone em-
ployed before the late war 450 large fhips in
their commerce with France, and 200 fmaller
veflels in the Weft Indies and the two Americas,
The French Leeward Iflands, taken colletively,
have hitherto kept pace with St. Domingo, or
very nearly fo; and it is certain that the trade
of all the French Colonies put together, is not at
this time carried on by lefs than 1000 fhips, ex-
clufive of coafters; the number of feamen raifed
and employed by this means is little, if at all,
fhort of 20,000 men: the total produce of St.
Domingo, inall its branches, is faid to exceed that

of Jamaica about one third *; at the fame period the
per o
trade

* The difference of the bulk, as well as value of St.

Domingo produce, arofe almoft intirely from.the cul-
Ats tivation
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trade of the latrer ifland was carried on by 103
fhips only, of about the fame fize, of 'which 233
were employed between Europe and Jamaica, and
77 of this number touched uprm fome part of the
coaft of Africa.

If the fyftem is adhered' to, of prahllntmg
fmall American veflels from trading’ with our
iflands, many hundreds of floops and fchooners
will be built in our remaining northern Colonies,
and our difcharged feamen, who are now  paffing
over to the Americans, will be employed; but
if we permit fmall American veffels limited to
oo, or even 60 tons, to come to our iflands un-
der pretence of bringing lumber and provifions,
and carrying away rum, the bufinefs of the iflands
will be done principally by them; there will be
no end of fmuggling, and ‘we fhall raife a moft
numerous marine on the coafts of the fouthern
States; where there is none now, at the expence of
our own. By preventing ‘American veflels from
@oming to our iflands, we fhall avoid, in a great
‘medfure, a mifchief highly complained of, that
they taok cafh* from thence. The Americans
it carried
tivation ‘of coffec. The weight of coffee exported
from $¢. Domingo in 1776, was, to that of indigo
‘and’ cotton, as 32,600 to 5,300 this will be fuffi-
cient to fhew its importance as. an article of freight,
‘though the cotton and indigo together were double
its value,

* It is calculated, that the proportions of produce fent
ifmm l\lngﬂon in Jamaica to North America, before the
s wary
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earried on a great trade to the Weft Indies in:
fmall veflels from 70 to 100 tons, which they
Ipaded with lumber, provifions, live frock, refufe
dried cod, mackerel, herrings, and other falted
fith. Thefe they generally fold in the Britifh-
Weft Indies for money, which they carried to.
the French, Dautch, and Danith fettlements, where
molafles were to be had 100 per cent, and other
articles, fuch as coffee, cocoa, and fugar, at leaft
25l. per cent. cheaper than in the Britith Wet
Indies : with thefe molaffes thus procured, they’
made that great quantity of rum  confumed in.
America, and exported to Africa. Had it not been
for the fpecic which the Americans took from our

war, were as follow: The fouthern provinees, i.e. Ca-
solinas, &c. took rather more than half in produce,
the balance in fpecie. The middle provinces, viz. Penne-
fylvania, &c. took about a fourth in produce, the ba-
lance in fpecic and fterling bills of exchange, The New-
England provinces took not above one tenth in produce,
balance in dollars, with which they immediately proceed-
ed to Hifpaniola, &c. American veflels ufed to clear out
empty hogtheads at the Cuftom Houfe, and carry them
to the foreign iflands to be filled with fugar, &c. and’
thercby evaded the foreign duty in America.  As long
as the doubloons manufaCtured at Bofton would be re.
seived at Jamaica, the New Englanders purchafed the
produce of ‘the ifland ; but after the Legiflature was
obliged to interfere, and to getrid of the bad money
onhand, by means of a lottery, that ifland had not
much of their cuftom.

Aaz & iflands,

VVA.BHSC



180 Objervations, &c.

iflands, it would not have been poffible for them to
‘trade with the French to half the extent they did.
The articles which the latter want from America
did not amount toa fixth part, on an average, of
the value of the Welt-India produce formerly
confumed in America. = French fugars, to a confi-
derable amount, will not be fmuggled on board,
unlefs paid for in fpecie or bills of exchange, and
French fugars cannot be loaded in American veft
fels but clandeftinely 5 fo that the Americans, not
being admitted into the Britith Weft-India ports,
they will not only be prevented from carrying away
money, which neceffarily diminithed the quantity
which would otherwife be fent to this country,
but alfo the introduction into thefe paits by
American veflels of foreign Eaft-India goods, fo-
reign linens, light cottons, and light thewy filks,
&c. fuitable to the climate of the iflands, will be
prevented ; the American trade with ‘the French
fettlements will decreafe, and of courfe a mor¢
beneficial trade of barter between our iflands

and the American States will be promoted.
The owners of Britifh thips, concerned both in
the American and Weft-India trade, have long
1aboured under great difadvantages from the im-
poffibility of their procuring outward freights for
their veflels; this evil could not be remedied
whilft the trade was carricd on by a direct inter-
courfe, becaufe the manufactures of this country
fent out did not require a tenth part of the ton-
4 nage
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nage neceffary for bringing home the produce
remitted, either from the continent or the fugar
iflands.

In the trade carried on between America and
the iflands, this circumftance was exadtly ree
verfed. The lumber, provifions, &ec. fent from
Agperica to the Weft Indies fully freighted the
vefiels outwards ; but the produce of the iflands
reccived in return hardly afforded light ballaft
to the veflels, and this was particularly appli=
cable to the Britifh iflands ; becaufe our molaffesy
which' is one of the moft bulky articles of Weft-
India produce, was chiefly diftilled into rum
there; whereas the forcign was purchafed by the
Americans in an unmanufatured ftate; hence the
freight from America to the Weft Indies, in the
time of peace, was about 30 per cent. higher than
from England to the iflands. A few veflels from
Great Britain, particularly from Liverpool and
Glafgow, touched at America on their way to
the Weft Indies. There were alfo other Britifh
veffels, which, whilft their cargos were preparing
in the iflands, made & trip to the continent, and
returned with a freight of lumber and provifions 3
but the trade between the Weft Indies and Ame-
rica was chiefly carried on in American bottoms.
However greatly it might have been for the im-
mediate intereft of the mother country that " all
the fupplies to the Weft Indies thould have been
conveyed in Britith veffels, fuch a regulation
never was attempted ; a bad fyfiem having taken

place,
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place, it could not well be altered;  but the
fituation which America has chofen for herfelf,
has relieved us from this difficulty, agreeable to
the policy adopted by all Europe with refpedt to
eolonies. «
+ A number of thofe veflels which Pprobably
would have remained unemployed in the river
Thames, or-other parts of this kingdom, unti
it was the proper feafon for failing to the Weft
Indies, will now fet out twa or three months
eatlier, touch at fome port of America, and take
on board a cargo fuitable for the Weft Indies,
where they will endeavour to arrive foon after the
hurricanc feafon is over, or in time to load for
England with the new crop. The only additio-
nal expence, except fome port charges attending -
this circuitous voyage, will be in the wages and
vi€tualling of the feamen for the difference of the
time between a direct paffage to the Weft Indies,
and their touching at the continent. The freight
and other charges upon a cargo fent in this way,
would not amount to near fo much as if thipped
on board an American veffel fent directly for the
purpofe, becaufe the Britith vefiels would have
a double freight, whereby both the merchant
and planter, for the moft obvious reafons, would
be benefited; but it may be faid, that though
this plan might anfiver very well at a particular
feafon, yet it would not fupport a regular and
‘plentiful fupply throughout the year.  Veflels
fail from hence at all times, except juft at that
period
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period ‘'which would bring them into the Weft
Indies during the hurracane’ months, and then
the intercourfe with the continent is alfo in a
great ‘meafure thut up. The Britifh merchants
fettled in the Weft Indies will eftablifh vefiels
in the trade, which will conftantly ply between
the continent and the iflands, whereby the latter
will receive an' equal and' regular fupply; they
will not be dependent on the American  States;
and that inconvenience will be removed, which
has hitherto been too juftly complained of, that
the Weft-India markets are either glutted, or are
not fufficiently ftocked with the articles in imas
mediate démand.  The expences of repairing and
fitting their veffels will be much the fame, whe-
ther owned in the iflands or the continent; for
when in the ports of America, they will undergo
the néceffary repairs, and be fupplied with fuch
articles of provifions as may be had cheaper in
that country than they can be imported from
England.

The Bermudian floops, which are generally
from 8o to 120 tons burthen, are extremely  well
calculated for carrying on an exchange of pro-
duce between the iflands and the continent ; and
the carrying trade having been profefledly the
“bufinefs of the inhabitants of that ifland, there is
no people who can conduét it to more ad=
vantage.

The Bahamas will alfo furnifh a number of
veffels.” But if encouragement is given to the
) “° 7 inha-
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inhabitants of Canada and Nova Scotia, in raifs
ing provifions, cutting of lumber, and in the
fitheries, a great number of fmall veffels will
foon be built in thefe provinces, and the Britifh
Weft-India iflands may be fupplied with lumber
in general and provifions, in Britith and Britifh-
plantation fhipping, atas reafonable rates as they
were formerly by American veflels, whereby this
country will gain at leaft 245,000l.: a year,
which would otherwife pafs into the hands of the
American fubjects #.

The value of the produce of the United States
at their refpetive ports of exportation, actually
confumed  in the: Britith Weft - India iflands,
amounted, on an average of three years imme-
diately preceding the war, to 500,000l To
eranfport this produce to the Weft Indies, 115,634
rons of thipping were required. Lumber will oc-
cupy more than two thirds of all the tonnage
outwards from America; being of fmall value
in proportion to its bulk, the freight amounted,

# The New Englanders, no longer the principal car-
riers, will ot now be able to underfel us in the article
of fifh, through the advantageous manner in which
they carried on that bufinefs, from the conftant em-~
ployment they found for their fifhing veffels in tranf~
porting to the iflands American produce, at that feafon
of the year when thefe veflels would otherwife have
been laid up in their refpe@ive ports, This fpecial ad-
vantage will now pafs into the hands of the people of

Nava Scotia.
on
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on an average of the whole, to about 100 per
cent. on the prime coft. The freight of live
ftock is full as high ; and that of certain articles
~of provifions, fuch as Indian corn, amounted, .in
many inftances, to nearly as much as the firft coft
of the article. It is the opinion of thofe conver-
fant in the value of freight between America and
the Weft Indies, that the charges incurred, fuch
as intereft for the time upon the value of the
veflel, tear and wear, feamen’s wages, provi-
fions, &c. amounted to about 45 per cent. on the
firft coft of the general cargoes fent from Ame-~
rica to the iflands. The freight upon 500,000l
at that rate, is 225,000l As the Weft-India
produce taken in payment was alfo tranfported
to the continent in American bottoms, the freight
upon thofe cargoes muft likewife be added. The
value of this produce amounted, on an average
of three years, in the Weft Indies, to 400,000l
per annum : a freight equal to 5 per cent. on
this fum will be 20,000l. Thus the value of
freight in the trade formerly carried on between
the States and our iflands was not lefs than
245,000l. a year, exclufive of the Britith veflels
which touched at fome of the ports of the States
in their way to the Weft Indies, and carried

freights thither. :
Calculations, made on different grounds, to
prove the above, agree very exa@ly with this :
hence it appears, that the profit alone upon the
navigation formerly carried on betwixt our late
Bb Colonies
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Colonies and the Britith Weft Indies, amounted
to about the fum of 245,000l a year; confe-
quently, if the veflels of the United States are
now excluded, there will be an annual gain to
the fubjects of this country to the amount of
that large fum, befides the great advantage of
employing our own fhipping. The produce of
the States, conveyed in’their own bottoms, being
thus worth 745,000l. in the iflands, and the rum,
fugar, &c. taken in return amounting to not
more than 400,000l. valued in the Weft Indies
alfo, the balance was therefore in favour of the
States, 345,000l ayear. It is moreover to be
obferved, that, in fuperaddition to the foregoing
advantages of navigation, if Britifh veflels are
in future to carry on this traffic, it will give an
opportunity to our merchants to fend a greater
quantity of our manufactures in purchafing
American produce for the Weft-India market,
than they could otherwife do, and‘confequently
the Britith merchant, in proportion to the profit
he makes upon that exchange of commodities,
can afford to fupply the Weft Indies cheaper with
the American articles; and thus the intereft of
Great Britain and the Weft Indies are at the fame
time promoted.

Rather than give up the carrying trade of our
iflands, furely it will be much better to give up
the iflands themfelves. It is the advantage to our
navigation which, in any degree, countervails the
enormous expence of their protection. It can be

4 no
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no pleafure to interfere with the fatisfaction the
Weft Indians have in talking of the revenues their
iflands produce to this.country ; but Britain is be-
nefited only by the advantages derived to her na-
vigation, manufadtures, and agriculture*. The
fame revenue would arife, if the articles came
through the Dutch, Dancs, or French: while our
planters have a monopoly of the Britifh market,
the duties fall almotft entirely on the confumer -«

The

* In the cafe of fugar, the induftry of our manufac-
tures is exchanged, not for a raw material to be manu-
faftured, and thereby giving employment to a number
of induftrious poor, but for an article of luxury, which
affords employment to few except thofe concerned in
the traffic of it; and being chiefly confumed among
ourfelves, the quantity exported does not nearly pay for

the foreign which our 1 pur=
chafe and fend to the Weft Indies.

4 If our iflands raifed much more fugar than our
markets take, there would be more reafon in the com-
plaint, that the dutics diminifh the confumption. Ces=
tainly the confumption would increafe, if the dutics
were confiderably lowered : but it remains to be proved,
that a decreafe in the confumption of the Weft-India
produce in thefe kingdoms would be an injury to the
nation, The greateft quantity of fugar that appears to
be fent in one year from the Britith Weft-India iflands
to America, including empty hogfheads cleared out,
and afterwards flled with forcign fugars, was about
6700 hogfheads ; and that fuppofing the hogfheads only
1000, weight, It is faid France confumes little more

. Bb 2 than
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The confumer, who pays the revenue, as welf
as the increafed price in war, would probably
pay lefs for the article, as foreign iflands under-
fell ours from 15 to 30 per cent. and the compe-
tition to fupply us would probably prevent the
price from being raifed ; if fo much cheaper,
the confumption, and confequently the duties,
would be much increafed. . Our iflands, if de~
clared independent, could not prote@ themfelves,
nor is there a probability that the American States
will have a navy fufficient for that purpofe. If
added to France, the prefent planters at leaft,
from their own accounts, muft be ruined; for
they fay, they are nearly fo at prefent ; and furely

their

than 40,000 hogflicads, while the Britifh iflands con-

fume 125,000 hogfheads. - The ufe of tea and punch in

the latter is a principal caufe of the difference. The

average quantity of fugar imported during ten years

into this country, viz. from 1773 to 1782, inclufive,

, Was 1,514,428 cwt. The quantity exported was
140,631 cwt, which is lefs than a tenth of the importa-

tion. A great part of this is faid to have been a refufe

fort, which, not being liked by our fugar bakers, was

fent to the Dutch: butin 1782, the quantity of raw fu-

gars imported into Great Britain were 1,372,513 cwt,

of which there was ufed and refined in Britain and Ire-

land, 1,362,045 cwt. and 9568 cwt. (equal to 8oo

hogfheads) exported to foreign countries. Refined fu-

'gars exported the fame year to foreign countries,
20,246 cwt. The average export of refined fugars for

cight years, viz. from 1774 to 1781, inclufive, was

51,342
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their ruin would be compleated, if they had not
the monopoly of our market, which pays them
from 15 to 30, and even 40 per cent. above the
price they could get elfewhere.  Britain alone
can afford them prices adequate to their necefii-
ties. This fhould not have been ftated, if it was
not neceffary to prove, that it is on account of
the fupply and navigation of the iflands they
are valuable to us.

That the Weft-India planters would derive ad-
vantage in their principal ftaple, fugar, from the

51,342 ewt. The amount of refined fugar confumed
in Ireland, previous to the extenfion of their trade to
the Weft Indies, was cftimated at go,000 cwt. of this
Great Britain fupplied only 9000 cwt.  confequently
81,000 cwt. was refined in Ireland from raw fugar jm-
ported there, Annual quantity of raw fugar imported
into Ireland, on an average of ten years, ending the
25th of March, 1781, 176,085 cwt. The bounty
on refined fugars exported is 26s. per cwt. and yet
it feems barely fufficient to anfwer the purpofe, al.
though it is about one fourth of the price for which
refined fugar is fold by us to foreigners. - From this,
a fuperficial obferver might conclude, that the gain to
Great Britain was only 75 per cent. Even this
would be a very great advantage in fome years; but
as the whole price is paid by foreigners to the Englith
refiner, and the bounty is only fo much money trans-
ferred from the public to its members, it will be found,
that the entire fum for which refined fugar is fold to
foreigners is fo much clear gain to the mafs of national
wealth,

_thipping
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fhipping of ‘the American States being permitted
to carry their produce to any part of the world, is
very doubtful. It is univerfally allowed, that they
cannot afford it on the fpot, at the price that
foreigners can; and the very increafing cultivation
of this article by the French and Dutch, is by no
means likely to alter the cafe. The price of freight
would undoubtedly be lowered by the competi-
tion; but it does not appear they would derive any
other advantage, except, perhaps, having lumber
a little cheaper for a year or two; but furely they
are liberal men, and on refle€tion, will not, from
the moft felf-interefted motive, wifth the greateft
mifchief to the empire: many do. not; if any
fhould, we muft not for their emolument, facri-
fice the advantages of their trade, and eventually
the marine of England. Much may be done in
other ways for the Weft-India planters and mer-
chants. It is to be hoped, they will be relieved
in the manner of paying duties, and that fome
will be lowered. The importer of fugars fhould
have the fame advantage the importer of tobacco
has by the late regulations. ‘The former require
a larger capital to anfwer the duty, becaufe the
whole of it is paid upon importation, and amounts _
to about 7l 10s. per hogfhead; it cannot be ad-
mitted as an argument againft the propofition;
that much the greater part of the tobacco, and
not above a tenth of the fugar, is re-exported,
and therefore the indulgence is unneceflary. The
fugar merchant fuffers much, by not being able
to
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to come to an immediate market, the fugar bakers
only buying; as they difpofe of their refined goods
and the permiffion to ftore, might ultimately tend
to a greater importation, and confequently to a
greater exportation of fugar. To affift and pre-
ferve the merchant, more efficacious means might
be taken to prevent fmuggling foreign ¥ produce
into thefe kingdoms; and it is to be wifhed the
ftate of this country may allow the duty on rum

n

_ * There is nofhing {o loudly calls for the vigorous in~
terference of the Legiflature, as the prefent ftate of
fmuggling in this country 3 not only for the fake of re-
venue and morality, but for the fake of trade, it is ab-
folutely neceffary firong meafures fhould be adopted.
It will hardly be found pradicable to check the evil,
unlefs duties are in part lowered, and the Parliament
can reconcile itfelf to fome of  thofe neceffary feveritics
which are exercifed againft fmugglers in other coun-
tries. Illicit pratices ruin the commerce of the coun-
try in the hands of the fair merchant, and promote

additional burthéns upon the people at large. There is

good foundation for faying, that if all the articles liable
to pay duty, and confumed among us, did pay duty,
the revenue would be increafed two millions at leaft;
and in addition to the mifchicf, fmuggling is, in a very
fmall degree, a trade of barter. Thofe concerned in
it, purchafe the articles for {muggling from our rivals
in trade with the coin of the country, or with bills of
exchange, or raw wool, The quantity of the latter is
not very confiderable. Smuggling corrupts our fea-

‘men, who are become vifibly lefs attached to their

country 3
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in particular to be lowered # ; perhaps it would be
the only effetual means of preventing the illicit
introduétion of French brandies among us+-;
and, for the fake of increafing the confumption,
it furely would anfwer to do the fame in regard
to many articles which pay very high duties. It
is generally allowed, that the duty on rum is too
high for the purpofe of raifing a revenue. De-
lays at the Cuftom Houfe may be removed, and
reforms made there in many points to the advan-
tage of the trader, and of the revenue ; but at
Ieaft, inquiry and a reform fhould be made into the

ftate

country ; it habituates them to fight againft their coun-
try; it gives them the expeétation of higher wages,
which, exclufive of the expence, is mifchievous, ren-
dering them idle and debauched ; thefe lawlefs perfons
facrificing onc principle, readily give up all others, and
in time of war take part with the enemy; betray their
country by carrying intelligence; fit their veflels as
privateers commiflioned by the enemy ; at the fame time
fimuggling on the coaft, aud capturing Britifh veffels.
Thefe were, in'a great meafure, the American privateers
which appeared in thefe feas in the late war, feveral of
them, even now carrying upwards of 20 guns, are the
prefent fmuggling veflels.

* The average quantity of rum imported for ten
years, from 1773 to 1782, was, 2,062,842 gallons;
ditto exported, 617,939.

+ And the_duty fhould be lowered principally on
that account; for otherwife rum is a very fair and pro-
per obje& for high duties, being 2 luxury, and inter-
fering with the diftilleries of Britifh produce.
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ftate of the port duties, or rather fees in the Weft
Tndies. The Cuftom-houfe fees there are faid to
be feandaloufly and unneceffarily oppreffive ; and,
except in cafes of great neceffity, they prevent
intercourfe between the fugar iflands : that inter-
courfe is kept up by fmall floops and fchooners,
and confifts in an exchange of fuperfluous ftores.
The ufual freights are from 30l. to s0l. and near
half is paid for cuftom fees, not taxes; which
fink in the officers’ pockets.  The Cuftom-houfe
offices are fo beneficial, that perfons who act as
deputies to their principals refiding in this couns
try, and by whom the office is farmed, are ema~
bled to remit a large falary, to live well them-
felves, and make a fortune in a fhort time. Our
iflands alfo might be affifted by encouraging the
growth of indigo, coffee *, cocoa, cotton, to-
bacco -, and Indian corn, on fuch lands as,
from fituation and foil, are unfit for the culture

# That we have markets for a greater quantity of
coffee, appears from this, that although we raife a
large quantity, foreign coffee to a confiderable amount
is imported here through free ports. By far the greater
part of the whole is re-exported.

+ Tobacco is raifed in St. Vincent’s with very little
labour, and might, with fkill and attention, be greatly
improved. It is of the fame kind as that which makes
the high-priced Macaba fnuff of Martinico. The Cha«
rib lands would be moft profitably turned to the culture
of tobacco and indigo. Dominica is faid not to be fit
for fugar, but would produce thefe articles and coffce.

Gie of
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of fugar; and there are great tracts of -
cultivated lands in the iflands very fit for thofe
articles *. » .

But above all, the utmoft endeavours thould be,
exerted to reduce the price of our Weft-India
produce, fo as to enable this country to fupport a
competition at the American as well as European
markets ; for which purpofc a candid enquiry into
the caufes of the extraordinary price of Britith
fugars, when compared with forcign, might be
ufeful.  The reduction of the price would be the
true and proper means of relieving that refpectable
body of men, the Weft-India planters and mer-
chants, to whom every attention is due; and, at
the fame time, of increafing the trade of this
country in that bulky article, fugar, which em-
ploys fo much fhipping. The planter will fay,
that it can only be done by opening the ports of
the Weft Indics for provifions and lumber. It is
already anfiwered, that we had better give up the
iflands, than give up the advantages we derive from
them; that a temporary rife of provifions and lum-
ber, through an advantage taken from the particu-

* The cultivation of fome of our iflands certainly
might be carried much farther thau they are. It would
be much better policy than increafing the number of
little iflands, which, diminifhing the fecurity, raife the
expence of proteion, at the fame time that they are
liable to be taken by a frigate and g or 600 land forces.
The produce of the ifland of Jamaica alone, it is be-
licved, might be trebled at leaft.

lar
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Tar circumftances of the times, thould not be the
occafion of overfetting a fyftem on which fo much
depends ; and that the rife is probably only tem-
porary *, furely, has already been fufficiently
proved; but the full anfwer is, that the difference
of price between Britith and foreign fugars exifted
when our iflands were open to all the fhipping of
America. It is faid the French are enabled to
underfel us, becaufe they raife a great part of
their provifions in their iflands, and alfo a confi-
derable quaatity of lumber ; and that France can
fupply them with all articles cheaper than we
can.  The firft is true ; but the preceding exami-
nation, as to the probable future fupply of Ame-
rica, feems to prove that the latter affertion is
by no means founded; and as to the fupply of
negroes, we have fuch a decided fuperiority in
the African trade, that it is allowed we have
flaves one fixth cheaper. It is alfo faid, that the
foil of our iflands is more ungrateful than that of
the French, and that our mode of cultivation is
much more expenfive ; and the French fay, we
do not exact fo much labour from our flaves as
they do, that we feed them ata greater expence,
and particulatly that we are lefs induftrious.

But the argument which is moft ftrongly urged,
is, that the expenfive manner in which our plan-

* It appears, by late accounts from the iflands, that
flour and other provifions are in ‘great p'enty, and as
repfonable as at any former period, ard alfo lumber.

Coiz ters
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ters live, cannot be accommodated to fmall pro.
fit; that the French planters, in their manner of
life, refemble our yeomanry and farmers, and that
our planters, except their having been lately rival-
Ied by the magnificence of the Eaft, are among the
moft fplendid members of the empire, = The an-
fiver to this difficulty does not immediately occur;
but as long as {o many of them generoufly fpend
their incomes among us, ‘without expecting or
requiring the moft effential interefts of the coun-
try fhould be relinquithed for their advantage,
Englithmen will not be jealous of the affluence
of this very confiderable part of the community,
or repine at paying a higher price than their
neighbours for Weft-India commodities; but if
expedtations or requifitions of the fame kind
thould be continued, we fhall only obferve, that
bodies of men are too apt to imagine the empire
ought to be accommodated or fitted to their in-
tereft, without recolleCting, that their intereft
{hould rather be acommodated or fitted to that of
the empire.

But there is no article, the extraordinary price
of which appears fo remarkable, as that of rum.
Tt is furely very fingular, that not only the foreign
plantations underfel us, but even the Ame-
ricans afford that article from 235 to 30 per cent.
cheaper, and fome fay, even of a ftronger qua-

. liy; ot leaft of a quality which is liked by In-
dians, fithermen, and the lower ranks in general,
‘This feems to prove fomething fundamentally

wrong ;

VVA.BHSC



Obfervations, Ee. 197

wrong ; for the affertion, that the Americans can
diftil ‘more rum from the fame quantity of mo-
laffes, appears, at leaft, contrary to reafon *,

However, the confideration of the means of re-
ducing the price of Weft-India commodities to the
level of thofe of the foreign plantations, s ex-
tremely worthy the attention of the planters and of
the Legiflature. It is an object of high national
import, and might greatly promote the wealth and
navigation of this country ; and confidering the
bulk of Weft-India commodities, viz. fugar, mo-
laffes, and rum, particularly the former, the uni-
verfality and extent of its confumption, a con-
fumption in its infancy even in Europe, and fill
more fo in America, it is not improbable, that,
in a few ages, the nation which may be in pof-
feffion of the moft extenfive and beft cultivated
fugar iflands, fubject to proper policy, will take
the lead at fea.

* The Welt Indians, if equally fkilful, muft have
_great advantages over the Americans. It is faid, that
100 gallons of good molaffes will, in America, make
from 100 to 103 gallons of rum. Where the planters,
are careful to keep the boiling houfe and fill houfe
going on together, above a third more rum is made
than when they diftil from molaffes alone.

If a hogfhead of fugar gives above 40 gallons of
molaffes, it is not unfrequent to make from 70 to 80,
.even 9o gallons of rum; fixty-five gallons is 2 moderate
quantity.

) The

VVA.BHSC



198 Obfervations, &e.

The carrying trade of the Weft Indies muft
be therefore particularly attended to; and to en-
courage it, it ought to be a great obje, in our
commerce with thofe iflands, to have our thips
go out full and return fo ; and fuch is the pro-
portion between the provifions and ftores ne-
ceffary for the Wefl-India iflands and their pro-
duce, that it might be managed partly by a
dire@, and partly by a circuitous trade : but this
objet has been greatly negle@ed. Britith thips
often went out in ballaft, often not half loaded,
and often. returned with half a load: this may
have arifen from bad management, in fome de-
gree. The American fhipping, by various means,
were monopolizing this bufinefs : they ufed to give
their lumber at half the current price to thofe
who would load their veflels with fugar. They
were encouraged, and fent away loaded in a few
weeks, while our fhips often lay eight months
waiting for a cargo, and at laft were obliged to
come away half loaded. One confequence was,
that Britith fugar fhips were gradually leffening
in number, every man concerned in them with-
drawing himfelf as faft as he could, and getting:
into other branches of trade. But Great Britain
can never be abfurd enough to give out of her
own hands the fugar carrying trade; if that be
kept up, the fupply of her colonies with provi-
fions and ftores thould follow of courfe, and there
is no reafon for fuppofing that it cannot be put
on a footing mutually advantageous to Britain

and
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and her Weft-India iflands. But if this is not
properly managed, if the Weft-India iflands thould
be opened to the Americans; inftead of having a
freight there and back, we fhall not only throw
away the great advantage of freight, but alfo of
commiffion, &c.

The idea of (upply'ﬁ\g the Weft-India planters
with lumber, &c. from America at prime coft,
charging only cuftomary freight and commiffion
of five per cent. is founded on the following cal-
culation, as well as on feveral others, which might
be ftated: In June or July, a fhip may be fent
from hence, for example, to Philadelphia (or any
port in America) with a cargo on freight, which
is equal to the freight to Jamaica—fuppofe 6ool.
—fhe would arrive there in September, load and
depart in October, and in November arrive in
Jamaica with freight equal at leaft to sool. and
the commiffion on 2000l. the amount of the
cargo, at five per cent. 100l. more — fhe might
difcharge that cargo (even delivering at different.
ports) in December, and load with the firft of the
new crop fo as to arrive in England in May, and by
that means be ready to perform the fame circuitous
voyage next year. This is no fpeculative idea;
for before we were fupplanted, this trade was car-
tied on, not unfuccefsfully, by many houfes in
London. Various other modes of freighting fhips
will occur; fome may leave Britain in O&tober,
with manufactures, ftores, &c. land them in
the iflands, carry Weft-India prodyce to Ame-

rica,
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rica, failing from the iflands about the latter end
of January, load back with lumber, Indian corn,
&c. for the Weft Indies, and there load with fu-
gars, &c. and fail for Europe in June or July.
Others might be fent out from Europe to arrive
in the Weft Indies in June, load with rum, &c.
for America, fail the beginning of Auguft, and,
during the hurricane months, difpofe of their
rum, and load lumber to return to the Weft In-
dies, and there take the gleanings of the former
! crop of fugar. Some of our fhipping may take
a cargo early in the fpring, difpofe of part of it
with the American States, then praceed to the
fitheries there, difpofe of the remainder of the
cargo for fifh, oil, lumber, &ec. with which fail
to the Weft Indies, and there load with fugar
and rum. Some fugar fhips, befides a voyage to
the Weft Indies, made a voyage to the Baltic.

If Weft-Indian merchants theuld again become
owners of thips, they may, by the circuitous trade
above mentioned, be truly beneficial to the empire
as well as to themfelves. The exclufive naviga-
tion of our colonies will make it anfwer to them,
and at the fame time it will check every rifing
doubt relative to thofe iflands; and inftead of thar
uneafinefs and jealoufy which is: derived from
the fuppofition, that the planters would facrifice
our other Colonies and the navigation of Britain,
for real or imaginary advantages to themfelves 3
and inftead of regretting the extraordinary prices
that are paid for their commodities, the fricnds

: of
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of this country will vie in their good withes and
endeavours to promote cvery advantage that can
be given to the iflands. i

With refpe& to the diftrefs apprehended (by
the planters, .&c.) to arife from the want of daily,
and regular fupplies from America, it is ill
founded ; there is certain information of no lefs
than' four| veflels now fitting out at Kingfton, '
and going to be eftablithed in the trade between
that place and Philadelphia; and it muft be re-
marked, that; before the war, there never were
more than that number of regular and conftant
traders . between thofe' ports#*. Sundry veflels
alfo are now fitting out, properly calculated for:
the carrying trade, between Americaand the Weft
Indies, in the Thames, and other ports' of this
kingdom.

Upon the whole, then, it appears, that with-
out breach of the navigation law, and if the
regulations of the prefent proclamations fhould
remain.in force, in lefs than twelve months, the
Weft-India iflands will be fupplied from Ame+
rica with every thing wanted from thence, at as
eafy a rate, and in as great plenty, as before the
war; and it will be attended with thefe addiy
tional .circumftances, that the profits will centes

* Later advices from Jamaica, inform us, that ten
or twelye veffels belonging to that place were employed
in the trade to and from America, and the’ ifland was
Elentifully fupplied ‘with proyifions and lumber of all

inds, - %

Dd witly
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with ouir own merchants, at the fame time that
employment will be given to a multitude of Britith
feamen.

Our Weft-India iflands will have many advan-
tages in North America. The States cannot get
rum elfewhere, in any quantity, or of a good
quality; the rum from Demerary (which is in
great part fettled by the planters in Barbadoes)
is good, but the quantity is inconfiderable. Su-
rinam has but one diftillery. The Danith diftil-
Jeries at St. Croix are of little confequence; the
French ufed to prohibit diftillation in their fet-
tlements in favour of their European diftilleries;
and it is never likely to flourifh there; nor are the
Americans likely to encourage 'it, although it
appears large quantities were diftilled by the New
Englanders from molafles imported from the Weft
Indies ; it was of a bad flavour, and was in great
part exported coaftways, and to the parts already
mentioned. A great proportion of their'own con-
fumption was fupplied from our iflands, and has
been ftated before as one of their greateft imports.
The importation into Canada and Nova Scotia,
of the rum diftilled by the American States,
of courfe, fhould be ftopped, and the ufe of fo-
reign fugars in thofe Colonies fhould be prevented
as‘much as poffible.

Tt has been fhewn, under the articles ¢ Mo-
laffes and Rum,” that the competition with our
iflands in the latter article, will be the fame,
whether the molaffes are diftilled either in the

foreign iflands, or on the conuncnt of America,
S That
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That there will be the fame demand there ufed
tobe; and that the forcign Weft-Indian fettle-
ments cannot fupply that demand, even if they
fhould ere@ diftilleries, and manufacture their
own molafies; and it will be the fault of our
planters, if their long-eftablithed rum diftillers do
not maintain the afcendency over the- infant dif-
tilleries of the French, if they are or fhould be
erected.

Rum is as much a neceffary of life in America
as malt liquors are in Britain. The quantity im-
ported and diftilled there, on an average, is not
lefs than feven millions of gallons: an examin-
ation of the imports of molaffes and rum prove
it. The proportion of molaffes ufed undiftilled
is not more than equal to the quantity fmuggled.
The rum imported from the Britith Weft Indies
into all Notth America, was nearly half the con-
fumption of that article in the North American
colonies, after deduéting a million of gallons
for exportation from America. It is not probable
the American States will import and diftil the
quantity of molaffes they did. They have loft
almoft every market to which they exported ;
but, if they thould import and diftil as great a
quantity of foreign molaffes as formerly, and not
export any, but confume the quantity they for-
merly exported, there would ftill be a deficiency
of at leaft two millions of gallons of their former

- eonfumption, becaufe the quantity ufually im-
ported preceding the war, into North America,
Dd:2 was
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was 2;0000,000 gallons, from the Britifh Weft
Indies, and it does not appear the whole quantity
of the exports of rum from North America
amounted to above 550,000 gallons.

If the Americans fhould confume all the bad
rum- they diftil, inftead of exporting any, it
would be no ‘prejudice to our iflands, as they
gain all the markets that the others lofe; and all
the foreign iflands could fupply but a very fimalt
fhare of the remaining quantity that will be want-
ed* in the American States. However, if our
iflands were open to the fhipping of the Ame-
tican States, the latter would not take the quan-
tity of rum they ufed to do+; they have not the
number of ‘inhabitants nor the means of trade
they had ; but our iflands will fupply the fame
number of people, cither in our remaining colo-
nies or in the American States; the former hav-
ing acquired what the latter has loft.. The'de-
mand for rum is not leffened on the continent.
The Americans muft either take ours or be de-
ficient in the quantity of their ufual confumption,
an inconvenience it is highly improbable they

* It will not anfwer to the Americans to diftil corn,
as long as they can get molafles, or their corn bears the
price it has hitherto déne,

_ + Brandies from France may in fome degree inter-
fere. The French merchants, immediately on the
peace taking place, fent fuch quantities of that article,
particularly into the northern States, that much of itis
il on hand, though at a lower price than Weft-India

 rem. B
will
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will fubmit to ; nor will the better clafs of people
make fo preat a facrifice of their tafte, as to
give up Barbadoes {pirit and Jamaica rum, and
confine themfelves to the New-England diftilleries.
But fome fuppofe the moft improbable cafe, that
the American States will attempt to flop all in-
tercourfe ‘with our iflands, that they will refufe
lumber and provifion to our thipping, and pro-
hibit our rum. It would be ruinous to them and
little hurtful to us. Every check of intercourfe
is infinitely more injurious to them. Such an at-
tempt would only eftablith the finuggling of rum
into the American States; it could not be pre-
vented along that great extent of coaft, full of
creeks, &c. inhabited by people ill difpofed to
cuftoms or excife, or any reftrictions. But even
if it were poffible to prevent it, our itlands would
be able to difpofe of their rum elfewhere. Onan
average of three years, the quantity of rum im-
ported into all North America from the Britith
Weft Indies, amounted to 2,900,000 gallons, as
already mentioned. It appears, that immediately
before the war, about 500,000 gallons of rum
were ufed in our remaining colonies * and fitheries,

* The quantity of rum imported from the continent
of America into our remaining colonies, and ufed in our
fifheries, previous to the war, diminifhed confiderably
in confequence of the introduction and diftillation of
molafles in Canada and Nova Scotia, particularly the Iat-
ter, the quantity of foreign molafles imported into
Halifax for the purpofe of diftillation, mwg above

100,000 gallons in the year 1773.
exclu-
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exclufive of what was fmuggled there (which muft
have been very confiderable, as there is an high
duty on importations of rum both into Canada
and Nova Scotia). ‘There remains, therefore, of
the quantity of Britith rum that ufed to be fent
to North America, 1,850,000 gallons, the greater
part of which would probably be taken by the in-
creafed population of the remaining colonies, by
the increafe of our fitheries, and by the increafed
confumption in Britain, if the duties fhould be
lowered and the fmuggling of foreign fpirits
fhould be prevented; and to infure and increafe
the confumption of Britifh Weft-India rum in Ca-
nada and Nova Scotia, the duties on importation
there fhould be taken off. The quantity of
molaffes exported from the Britifh Weft Indies
annually, onian average of four years, immediately
preceding the war, being 133,663 gallons, will
not be more than will be ufed in an unmanufac-
tured ftate in our fitheries and remaining colonies.
The increafe of the confumption of fugar muft
continue to a great amount; as yet it is not com-
monly ufed in one half of Europe. The con-
fumption of England and Ireland is fo much in-
creafed, as to take almoft the whole produce of
our iflands. France is increafing her fugar plan-
tations; and bad management, or extravagance
chiefly, can prevent our iflands from felling as
cheap as the French, although they now under-
{elus {o greatly. The Spaniards cultivate bare«
ly fufficient fugar for their own confumption.
2 The
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The fouthern provinces of the American States
never can fucceed in that article ; — frofts and
north-weft winds will prevent. Attempts have
been made at New Orleans, and have failed. A
great field, therefore, will be open for the fugar
Colonies ; and when it is neceflray to relieve them,
it muft be done dy other means than the facrifice
of our carrying trade, the nurfery of our feamen®.
Canada and Nova Scotia will foon amply fupply
the principle articles wanted in the iflands, ex-
cept Indian corn and rice; and if there fhould be
a difficulty in getting thefe articles, the bar-
ley, oats, rye, and peas, which Nova Scotia,
St. John’s and Canada, or Britain and Ireland,
produce to ‘great advantage, will afford an ex-
cellent fubftitute; and in the opinion of many
they will be far preferable to Indian corn and
rice.
If the Americen States fhould endeavour to pay
their debts 4+, their commerce will ‘be burdened
with
* And they muft be relieved by other means than by
fuffering the Americans to carsy Britifh fugars, which,
befides the mifchief to our marine, might have the ef-
fec of raifing the price on the Britith confumer, or of
enabling the Americans to carry them to foreign mar-
kets even in competition with the Britifh, if the quan-
tity- of fugars produced in the Weft Indies, hould
continue to increafe, as they have done for fome time.
+ America emitted 200 millions of dollars, or above
forty millions fterling in paper, and then borrowed. A
pamphlet lately publifhed at Philadelphia by Congrefs,
#nd faid to be written by Mry Morris, ftates the foreign
2 5 debt
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with duties and taxes, and the lands and produce
of the farmers muft for fome time lie under very
heavy

debt on the 1ft of January Taft, at 7,885,085 dollars;
the domeftic debt 34,115,290, dollars; the annual in-
tereft o be paid 2,415,956 dollars ; they are believed to
e more. The above debts are exclufive of the paper
money depieciated in theiaiids of the publie, and alfo
exelufive of the ‘army or commiffary certificates that
were_not yat called in o fatisfied, and of the debts of
the feveral States for their fep p and defence,
which are very confiderable. ~ Although the Americans
fay their forcign debt is only twa millions, and their
domeftic debt about feven millions, yet there is reafon

fo believe their whole debt is at leaft cighteen millions
fterling. France fent (not jncluded in the debt) above
600,000l. frerling in fpecic to America; being obliged to.
fend cafh; finding her bills for a long tine from 20 to
10 per cent, below par, whilt bills on London were at
the fame time above paf, in Philadelphiaiand Bofton.
Towards the clofe of the war, French bills, from the
punéual payment of the preceding draughts, rofe near-
Iy topar; butthe _purchafers were taken in; the French
court ftopt payment for twelve months, promifing in=
tereft, The holders, in want of ready mongy, were
obliged to allow a difcount from 16 to 20 per cent. to.
raife it on thofé bills, which lofs was one caufe of feveral
capital failures. From this it may be fairly inferred,
that French credit and French paper are not likely to be
on a par with Englifh in, America, sddite o1 ’
1t has been afked, what is become of the money we
have fent, during the war, to America? The exs
_ pences of the American war has, undoubtedly, drawn.
% o3 A from
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heavy impofitions. If then the agriculture and
commerce, and fitheries of Canada, St. John’s,
Nova

from this country, a confiderable quantity of fpecie;
although by no means equal to what has been generally
fuppofed.  Very little money ‘was officially fent to
America after the firlt year or two of the war; during
that period, thofc who had the contraét for fupplying
the army with gold, fent out a great quantity of Portu-
gal coins but finding the charge of infurance and
freight leflen the value of the contrad, it was contrived
to fupply the army without fending more fpecie than
was jult requifite to give the contrators’ agents the
command of the exchange, which was done by fending
fmall quantities occafionally : even thefe fmall fupplics
would not have been neceflary, had it not been for the
quantity of prize goods, the purchafing of which often
enabled the merchants to make their remittances to
Great Britain on better terms than they could by pur-
chafing bills of exchange from the money contralors’
agents: thofe agents, in different parts of America,
drew upon the contractors in favour of fuch perfons as
had occafion to make remittances to England ; fo that,
in fact, our army on the other fide of the Atlantic was
paid and fupported by our manufatures inftead of
money, which, in fome meafure, may account for the
apparent eafe with which fuch cxpenfive operations were
carried on, and for the little {pecic that feems to be in
circulation, where fo much expence has been incurred :
but of the money which went, fome is come back; a
confiderable part is the circulating cafh within our liness
Many Britifh fubjects in New York have very large
fums in their poffeflion. The emigrants from thence to

Ee Nova
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Nova Scotia, and Cape Breton, be left not only
free, but receive proper cncouragement, the im-
- portant

Nova Scotia will carry a very confiderable fum with
them. The Dutch and Germans, whofe number is
not inconfiderable, have ‘hoarded up; and it is
believed, confiderable fums are concealed. Part went
into the country for provifions 5 much provifions could
not be brought in clandeftinly; and the greateft part of
the money came back to New York, &c. to purchafe
Britifh goods, or to purchafe bills of cxchange, which
swere fent in payment to Europe and the Weft Indies.
The cafh or fpecie of the American States, previous to
the non-importation at, which took place in 1775, is
computed to have been between two and three millions.
“They received no fpecie from France to the Havan-
nah, or other foreign parts, until late in the year 17805
and it may be prefumed, that, in the mean time, the
various and continual drains muft have exhaufted the
States of more than half of the above-mentioned fpecie.
In 1780, very few of the wealthieft merchants in the re-
volted provinces were poffefled of one hundred pounds
ferling in fpecie, or could raife it.  From 1780 to the
clofe of the war, there was an importation of money in
fmall quantities from the Havannah, and in larger from
France ; yet it is by no means probable, that the fpecie
imported in this period, cqualled “what had been pre-
vioully exported from 1775 to 17803 but as paper credit
in 1780 and 1781 was entirely deftroyed, fpecie became
the only medium of circulation;; and this rendering what
little commerce there was more certain, induced thofe
few, who had hitherto concealed their money, to bring
it forward into circulation 3 and the country, having for
“ 4 near
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portant confequences are too evident to need their
being pointed out or enlarged on. The diftille-

near five years feen nothing in the markets and com-
merce, but paper, was furprifed to find every man with
fpecie in his hand, and thence haftily inferred, that the
quantity had by fome means been greatly increafed ;
whereas, the moft probable eftimate, and the moft fa-
vourable for the country, is, that the preceding deficien-
cies were replaced by the fpecie from France and the
Havannah. The clofe of the war fhut up thofe two
refources ; fince which, large fums in fpecie have been
fent, and are daily arriving in Europe from America,
from the want of other articles to make remittances
with, and no refource is left the Americans at this time
for fpecie, but our fleet and army at New York.
Money to a confiderable amount came alfo to New
York, to purchafe Britith manufactures or bills of ex~
change from Philadelphia, gained by an advantageous
trade to the Havannah. And much money went from
Philadelphia, and other parts 6f the American Statcs, to
St. Eaftatia, before it was taken, to purchafe our manu-
falures from the Dutch; fo that it is not probable
much fpecie will remain in America in confequence of
the war, but that fhe will have confiderably lefs than
fhe had before the war. Her exports were prodigioufly
diminifhed, and fometimes almoft ceafed. The greater
part of the goods fent from Britain was paid for in
ready money. After the idea of ftarving our people was
over, the Americans would have gotten all our money,
and would have fhewn themfelves better politicians, if
they had fuffered provifions to go publicly into New
York; it would have enabled them to carry on the
war,

Eca ries,
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ries, the fifheries, and fhip building; have here-
tofore been the only refources and fupports of the
commerce of the New-England States. A large
proportion of the fhips, when built, were fent to
the Weft Indies with cargoes of timber, lumber,
and fith ; and to Europe, to be fold or to take
freight ; and a great part of the rum diftilled in
the American States was confumed in Nova
Scotia and in Canada, and in the fifheries on the
banks of Newfoundland, &c. But the diftilleries
may be carried on to as great profit in Nova Sco-
tia as on any part of the continent, if it fhould
be thought good policy ; as may alfo the impor-
tant bufinefs of fhip building; and nothing can
be more evident, than that Nova Scotia and St.
John’s ifland are better fituated for the fifheries
than any other country whatever., In fhort, if
proper attention be paid to Nova Scotia andSt.
John’s ifland, the lands in thofe provinces, at
prefent of little value, will increafe in their price
more rapidly than can at firft be imagined, and
their produce in every refpect will be infinitely

advanced and improved *,
1f

* Letters from Nova Scotia mention, that the Refu-
gees are much pleafed with the country, and with the
attention and hofpitality of the inhabitants and officers
of the garrifons: but there are great complaints as to
want of difpatch of grants, &c. That province and
St. John’s require immediate attention, while fuch mul-
titudes of Refugees are looking out for fituations and

employments,
The
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If we preferve our navigation laws intire, it is
obyious how convenient Canada and Nova Scotia
are to our iflands, and how neceflary to our fith-
eries; we fhould therefore put thofe colonies on
the beft footing poffible#; and the government

of

The climate of Nova Scotia has been much mifre~
prefented 5 it is not colder than the Maffachufets 3
and the fea air round the peninfula of Nova Scotia
makes it more temperate, both in fummer and winter,
than the former, which being a continent, is rendered
more cold by the winds that blow over the quanti-
ties of fnow which covers the northern parts of that
great continent. The interior part of Nova Scotia,
which is fine, is known to few: thofc who have vifited
only Halifax and the ports, judge of it from its rocky
coaft. The fogs which prevail during part of the
fummer on that part of the coaft towards the bank of
Newfoundland, ceafe generally at Scateri ifland, and
do not extend into the country above one, two, or
three leagues.  The entrance into Halifax harbour may
be fometimes difficult; but there are plenty of the
fineft harbours along the coaft. Spanifh River at Cape
Breton will become a principal fettlement : it has an
excellent harbour for fhips of war.

* Since the publication of thefe Obfervations, the au-
thor has been informed, that inftrutions were fent
along with the Quebec a& to the Governor of Canada,
which pofitively enjoined him to allow the writ of Ha=
beas Corpus to cvery fubjec, as his birthright. Itis
faid thofe inftructions have not been obferved; but
where the writ of Habeas Corpus is in force, the go-

vernment
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of Canada fhould be altered. But the underta
King is delicate and difficult, and fome able poli-
ticians will objeét. 'That the Canadians in gene-
ral are difcontented under their prefent govern-

vernment cannot be faid to be arbitrary. The perfons
therefore of the Canadians may be as fecure as the per-
fons of the citizens of London, if the writ of Habeas
Corpus fhould be fecured to them by law. It is alfo
faid by fome, that the clamour againft the prefent form
of government there, comes from the few — that the
Canadians prefer it to any other; that is, nineteen in
twenty approve of it. If that be fad, it overfets all
the obfervations on the fubjeét of that government; it
36 more refpetable than all the theories that can be
formed. It is added, that although the Canadians
have not a trial by jury in civil, they have in criminal
cafes ; and that the people of Scotland, as well as of
other countries, do not complain, becaufe they have no
trial by jury in civil cafes. As to the fecurity of their
property, it is faid, the legillative council can exercife
o authority but what it derives from an aé of Par-
Jiament ; it can impofe no other taxes on the people
than fuch local, fuch parochial impofts, as are impofed
by gvery corporation and veftry in England. No pro-
pﬁy, therefore, is taken arbitrarily from the Cana-
dians. But general information fays, that the mafs of
the people, as well as the Britifh, are extremely diffa-
tisfied and averfe to the prefent form of government,
1t is faid alfo, the government is much more expenfive
than neceffary, amounting to about 25,000l yearly.
The people have offered to take the whole expence of
the on themfelves, on condition that the
form is altered,

ment,
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ment, appears from the aid and countenance
which they gave the American army when in Ca-
nada#. If we are not wife enough to give them
a free conftitution and government, agrecable to
the withes of the people, the.encouragement and
aid they will have from their neighbours may pro-
mote the with of a government independent of
Great Britain, A military police is bad for a
town, except in a ftate of war, but totally inade-
quate for the government of a large country, fuch
as Canada+. The exorbitant fees of office, the

expence

* Tt did not arife from a wifh to return to the domi-
nion of France ; they had experienced the advantage of
belonging to Britain, They were kept poor under the
French government : they have grown rich under ours.
Their priefts acknowledge that they have, in great mea-
fure, loft their influence. The French Canadians were
diffatisfied, but the fettlers fince the peace of 1763 ftill
more fo. The caufe of their difcontent will be explained.

4 The north fide of the province of Quebec, from De-
troit to St. John’s River, which divides it from Labrador,
is 1200 miles in length, by about 150 in depth, exclufive
of the part fouth of the river St. Lawrence, and is by far
too great an extent for one government; but it is by no
means certain, that it will be good policy in England to
encourage fettlements above Montreal. Nova Scotia will
make two governments: the divifion is obvious. In the
fine harbour of Paffamaquaddy there is a good fitwation for
a frontier town,  If the provincial corps that are to be
carried to Nova Scotia, and difbanded there, fhould-be
“put on aproper footing, they may continue to be of great

fervice,
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expence of obtaining juftice in the courts there;
and the great diftance, in many cafes, from them,
are confidered as weighty grievances, and are
Toudly complained of by the Canadians. If we
could find out what government they would like
beft—if they could agree in their ideas of the
beft form of government,—they ought to have it
according to their withes, except in fuch points
as clafh with the neceffary commercial interefts
of the country that nurtures, encourages, and
proteés them.  All grievances, and every fource
of jealoufy or fufpicion thould be removed ; every
inhabitant would then apprehend a change of go-
vernment as the greateft evil, and every man
would readily take arms for its defence; and by
thofe means only the provinces fhould be preferv-
ed. No taxes thould in future be impofed by Great
Britain; nor fhould any be raifed but for their
own benefit, and for their defence and fecurity* ;

when

fesvice, and lay the foundation of future fafety. A fmall
additional expence, as the officers are to be on half pay,
and refide in the country, would enable thofe corps to
affemble occafionally, and with them, two regular bat-
talions at Halifax, might be fufficient for the province,
unlefs a battalion towards the fronticr of New England
fhould be neceffary.

* Nothing could be more impolitic, or of a more
mifchievous tendency at the time, than the law paffed
not long fince in Eaft Florida, for raifing a perpetual
revenue of five per cent, upon foreign trade, at the dif~

pofal
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when they are able, they fhould pay the whole of
their expences, and fixed falaries to their gover-
nors, &c. At prefent they have no reprefen-
tatives ; they fhould have a General Affembly,
and trial by jury, in civil as well as criminal
cafes.  If their conftitution fhould be formed on
the beft"plan of our late colonies®, it will draw

pofal of Parliament. It would have produced little;
and it had the appearance of proceeding from the fug-
geftions of thofe in power, contrary to the principle
which it was fo neceffary to imprefs.

# In fome of the colonies, the Council was' appoint=
od by the Crown, and the office was held during plea-
fure. In other colonies, it was chofen gnnually by the
people. The Council fhould be more independent of
the Crown, and entirely independent of the people :
the members of it fhould hold their offices during their
good behaviour, If prejudice or policy feem to make
it neceffary that none but Proteftants fhould be of the
Council, yet Roman Catholics ought to be capable of
being elected of the Affembly, at leaft a certain num-
ber, The Council would be a fufficient check on them.
Europe, now in a great meafure devoid of fanaticifm
and pricf-craft, and the policy fupportod by them,
might learn liberality in thefe matters from America.
Proteftants have been ele€ted of the Aflembly in Mary-
Jand by Roman Catholics; yet in the moft falutary
me:fares, the timid prudence of our Minifters is ap-
prehenfive of exciting the clamours of bigotry, and of
fupplying the enemies of their counsry with an oppor-
funity of mifchief and fedition,

3 many
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many inhabitants from them, affording an afylum
to the opprefled, and to thofe who may fee the
advantage of living under a Britith government,
and enjoying its benefits: thefe provinces will fud-
denly become powerful, and objetts of envy to
thofe who have preferred anarchy, diftraction, and
heavy taxes, to the equitable and wife government
offered to them by the commiffioners. But un-
lefs a free conftitution be given, the emigrations
from the American States (which, it may be ex-
peéted, will be very confiderable) would only
tend to weaken the power of government in that
country, and bring about a revolution. This
may be the beft, and the only means to prevent a
with, to feparate from this country ; for, with a
proper conftitution, the Canadians might be as
happy a people as any on carth; and indepen-
dence, that is, a feparation from this country,
would prove the greateft curfe, depriving them
of the very great and many advantages they will
have over the American States, by their being a
part of the Britifh empire. It is obvious, that,
if added to the Union, they would fall into a
much more infignificant ftate.

Even if they fhould be conquered, they muft
be left by the conquering ftates to their own go-
vernment or ‘independence. As an American
State, they would have every obftacle thrown in
the way of their improvement. The pay of the
garrifon, the advantage of the Britifh money and

v market,
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market, will give brifknefs to their trade; and
the confequence will be, that fo long as we make
their fituation eligible, they will chufe to be de-
pendent on us. Nothing will preferve thefe
countries to us, in a future ftage of fettlement,
but their own confent ; nor ‘are they worth keep-
ing on ‘any other terms. ~ This is only to be ob-
tained by communicating to them fuch advan-
tages as will make their political and commercial
fituation preferable, in a comparative view, to
that of the American States; and every meafure
that may have more reftraint than real utility to
the mother country, ought to be avoided. . In
our colonies, the penal laws that may now exift
againft Roman Catholics, fhould be equally re-
pealed, as they have been already by the Ame-
rican States. The Roman Catholics have proved
themfelves, throughout the war, good fubjects.
There are feveral in Nova Scotia and St. John’s;
and particularly fome of the old Acadian race,
who have behaved in like manner. - Whatever
make mankind moft eafy and contented, are the
beft means to fix them, and render them averfe
to changes. The penal laws are nothing lefs than
cruclty and injuftice, where there is no neceffity
for them ; they facrifice the happinefs and utility
of a great number of peaceable fubjes to the
defpicable humours of jealoufy and peevifhnefs ;
and whatever caufe there was for caution, furely
is now at an end.

Fitln Whett
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Whether it be expedient to encourage fettle-
ments in the ifland of Newfoundland, has, and
may be, contefted. Sedentary fifheries acrofs the
Atlantic, under all their circumftances, arc ob-
je€tionable 5 but whether it is not fill more dan-
gerous to fuffer fettlements to form themfelves
without f)'ﬂénx, can fearce be a queftion ? From
5 to 8ooo Britifh and Irith, employed in the fith-
eries, remain behind on the ifland #, Their oc-
cupation in winter is, getting a few furs, cutting
wood, preparing timber for the fifh-frages, build-
ing and repairing boats, making cafks, and occa-
fionally fithing. They take advantage of the
very firft of the feafon, in their fhallops and
boats, and have fome cargoes prepared for the
carlieft of our trading fhips that arrive ; and the
beft fith is caught in winter. It is urged, thatit
would be prejudicial to prevent our peaple from
remaining behind during the winter. The paf-
fage from Britain or Treland to Newfoundland,
or the Bank, is feldom performed in lefs than
2 month or five weeks. The New Englanders
were there in ten or twelve days, which gave
them a manifeft advantage. Settlements on
Newfoundland or Nova Scotia will have the
fame advantages over the New Englanders, that

* They, with the other inhabitants, make together
from 15 to 20,000, Conception Bay alone is faid to
have upwards of 8,000 conftant refidents,

the
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the latter had over us. The fithermen of Nova
Scotia may take the advantage of fair weather, and
run out on the neighbouring banks during the
winter, which the New Englanders cannot dos
but it does not occur why fettlements on New-
foundland arc more objectionable than at Nova
Scotia ; yet they cannot be recommended under
the prefent fyftem of a floating Governor, who
does not remain in thofe parts more than three or
four months in the year :—fuch is not worthy
Although, for the
fake of a neceffary control over the fitheries, it
may be proper to veft the command both by land
and fea in the Admiral, as has hitherto been the
cafe, when he is on that flation, furely a refident
Lieutenant-Governor to affift him, and command
sn his abfence, feems neceffary. But fhould the
prefent opportunity of forming the governments
of the remaining colonies be neglected, it will
never recur again. This is the moment; while
they are in their infancy, it may be managed with
propricty, and litele difficulty ; and if their navi-

the name of government

gation is encouraged, undoubtedly their feamen,
being entitled to the fame advantages, fhould be
liable to the fame fervices as Britith feamen. In
forming the governments of our old colonies,
proper principles were negleéted ; and, fince that

* The officer who commands the fhips of war on that
flation is always Governor.
time,
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time, temporifing Minifters often, perhaps fome:
times_ignorantly, have given way to interefted
clamour : we have experienced the confequence.
‘The truth is, they were formed at firft without
fyftem. We fhould have led them by proper en-
couragements to fuch points as would not inter-
fere with us; and we fhould only have encou-
raged colonization in fuch parts, where the ftaple
commodities would not clath with our own, but
would enrich and employ the colonifts, furnith-
ing materials for commerce.

In competition with the American States, Ca-
nada and Nova Scotia will have many exclufive
advantages. We muft referve to our remaining
colonies, thofe to which they are entitled. We
owe it to the Loyalift: The inhabitants of
Nantucket and the Fifhing Coaft, will migrate
to Nova Scotia for the fake of the fuperior ad-
vantages of our fitheries, and from other parts
of the American States, for different advan~
tages, which Britifh fubjeés fhould exclufively
have. If we do not referve thefe advantages to
our colonies, not content with the irreparable and
crifice of the Loyalifts and
cbels, we continue to hold

for-ever-debafing {a

their property to the

* Every encouragement or advantage given to Ca-
nada and Nova Scotia will be given in a great meafure
to the Loyalifts, who may fettle there, and who fo
well deferve it,

4 out:
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out a premium for rebellion*. But if our re-
maining colonies are put on a proper footing; no-
thing could be more deftruive to their intereft
than a feparation from us, either by revolt or
by conquett.

‘We are told it is proper to court the trade with
the American States.

Their treaties with France and Holland, in direct
terms forbid our being put on a better footing than
thofe countries 4. . The ftate of our manufatures
make it unnecefary ; and, in general, nothing can
be more weak than the idea of courting com-
merce . America 'will have from us what fhe

cannot

* A very different fyftem is neceffary for the exiftence
of government.  The late Minifters feem to have a@ed
on fuch principles, that if civil war or rebellion fhould
arife, it caniot be fuppofed any reafonable or reafoning
man will fupport Government, till what has been done
is expiated. The Provifional Articles tell us, every
thisg is to be loft by fupporting the Legiflature, and
every thing to be obtained by rebellion,

+ Article L of the Treaty of Commerce between
France and the United States of America: ¢ The moft
Chriftian King and the United States engage mutually
not to grant any particular favour to other nations, in
refpect of Commerce and Navigation, which fhall not
immediately become common to the other party, who
fhall enjoy the fame favour freely.”

§ By ineffe@tual and unneceflary attempts to court
American Commerce, we fhall difguft nations with
whom
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cannot get cheaper and better elfewhere; and what
we want from her, fhe will fell to us, as cheap
as fhe will to others. But in other refpects the
will affume a tone of importance; fhe will par-

whom we have great intercourfe, and prejudice the beft
trade we have. Our exports to the Baltic and the coun-
- tries north of Holland, are equal to what our exports
to the American States were at any time; and more
real Britith fhipping has been employed to the North,
than had ever been employed to the American States.
Before the war, very few Britifh fhips went to the
ports north of Philadelphia; they went principally to
the fouthern States.

Lift of Ships that paféd the Sound, to and from the Baltic,
Jor ‘three years preceding 1782.

Nation.  Shipsin 1779.  Shipsina780.  Shipsin 1781.
Ml A L D el D it P L edt
i s MR T S e )
Eicnchert o -l s o - - - @ = =P Nanito

The Britifh fhipping that went to Hamburgh and
other ports of the North, was alfo very confiderable;
but of the 2001 Britifh thips that paffed the Sound to
and from the Baltic, the greater part made two voyages,
and probably we had not more than 8 or goo fhips em-
ployed in that trade.

The Dutch and French trade was carried on to the
Baltic in neutral fhips: Many of the Dutch merchant-
men went under Imperial, Swedifh, Prafian, Ruffian,
or Danith colours, and fome Englifti fhips did the fame,
by which they faved confiderably in the premium of
affurance.

take
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take of the nature of new men; fhe has indulged
and will indulge herfelf in puerile infolence ; in
that, perhaps, fhe will not thew herfelf much un-
like her parent—but the has fenfe and informa-
tion; all her people, in fome fhape or ather, are
commercial, and in that line particularly they
are knowing and intelligent®. The truth is, we
want little of her produce in Great Britain,

* There would be 2 great abfence of fenfé and intellis
gence if they fhould refufe cither lumber or provifions to
our fhipping. They ceuld not take a more certain and
effe@ual means of encouraging and cftablifhing the rival
wade of our remaining Colonies: They would compleat
Iy do what the Britifh Legiflature ought to do, they
would give the monopoly of the fupply of our Weft-In-
dia iflands to the Britifh domiions. It may behere re-
marked, that none but the moft unthinking can fuppofe
Treland will continue to give the monopoly of her market
to our Weft-India iflands, unlefs her fhare of the mono-
poly of the Weft-India markets is preferved to her. Ex<
cept linens, Treland has mo trade of confoquence but
provifions. The prefent {yftem encourages the American
States to a competition with her, No man can doubt the
great advantage of the provifion trade of Ireland to the
cmpire. | It is this trade that principally enables Ireland
10 furnifh fo many failors. “The following exports in
1736 will help to fhew what it is 3 and that it fhould not
be difcouraged, muft be evident; — Barrels of beef,
203,685; ditta of pork, 72,7143 flitches of bacon,

+ 24,5025 butter, 272,411 cWt. tongues, 67,2843 oats,
92,679 qrs. oatmeal, 39,428 barrels; herrings, 15,192
harzels, § b
Gg - coarfe
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¢coarfe tobacco excepted. The fineft tobacco
grows in the iflands, and in South America,
The indigo of the iflands and of South Ame-
rica is infinitely better than that of North
America; but we muft take thefe and naval frores,
and other articles from the American States,
which may be got as goad or better elfewhere;
in return for our manufactures, inftead of money.
In payment for want of other fufficient returns,
large quantitics of tobacco muft come to Great
Britain; and we can afford to give the beft price
for ir, by taking it in exchange for our manufac-
tures. The other principal advantage we derived
from the tobacco trade, was, the employment of
our thipping and failors; we manufactured, com-
paratively, litcle for exportation; we forted it for
the European markets ; and we may fill have the
carriage of much of it from hence to thofe
markets. We fhall have tranfports and feamen
in plenty unemployed, to carry our manufactures
to America, and to carry on the trade of the
Weft Indies; and fo far from giving up any of
the carrying trade, we fhould exert ourfelves to
prevent our unémployed feamen® from paffing
over to the Americans#, This mifchief, there is

* Above 60,000 of otr feamen were difcharged
from the navy in twelve months ; and alfo upwards of
one thoufand veflels employed as tranfports, and in va-
rious other ways, in the public fervice: There never
was a period in which this country was better prepared
than the prefent, to enter into any new branch of the
carrying trade, 3

great
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great reafon to fear, is now daily happening.
‘We cannot therefore be too attentive toprevent
the progrefs of an evil which vitally affets the
interefts of Great Britain.
- That the commerce with the revolted Colonies
was of advantage to this country cannot be doubt=
cd; neverthelefs it may be eafily thewn, that it was
not the moft advantageous. That trade is furely
the moft beneficial where its returns are the quick-~
eft, where there is the leaft credit given, where
there are feweft debts contraéted, and where the
cuftomers are moft under the eye of the creditor.
If we apply thefe rules to the revolted Colonies
on the one hand, and to Ireland, Holland, and
Germany, on the other, the moft prejudiced muft
decide in favour of the laft over the firft. The
returns from the colonies have been always flow,
as our American merchants have found from dear-
bought experience : the North-American colonifts
have at all times had too much credit; they have
been in every age greatly indebted ; and it feems to
have been a favourite principle with them, to pre~
vent or retard the recovery of debts. The amount
of credit given to any nation is fo much taken out
of the general circulation, becauft it increafes the
dead ftock of merchandize'; that part muft have
otherwife exifted in fpecie; and little could be
raifed on credit, or by the circulation of the mo-
ther country for what America owed; if the
whole was, however, paid with a fuperior intereft
to what England paid for an equal fum to
foreigners, an advantage was obtained, if not 2
Ggaz lofe
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Tofs arofe, becaufe that capital and fhare of in-
duftry might have been applied to better purpofes,
by increafing the circulation at heme, or giving
fhort credit to other nations.

The following is the cleareft and moft advan-
tageous light in which the American commerce
can be viewed ;  firft, ftating the annual imports
to England, and what part of thofe imports were
exported to foreign nations ; and, fecondly, the
amount of our annual exports to the American
States, diftinguithing our own manufatures from
foreign preduce, or manufatures exported by cer-
tificate. For this purpefe, & puriod of four years,
from the year 1767 to 1770, is chofen, as it-was
between the interruption of trade occafioned by
theftamp act, and that which arofe from the com-
mencement of the revolt ¥, and of courfe may be
deemed asfavourable as any of four years, although
ot wholly free from interruption, as there had
been non-importation affociations in 1769
- Our imports from the colonies during that pe-
riod were, upon anaverage, 1,305,8241. 3s. £d.
and confifted of tobacco, rice, indigo, deer {kins,
furs, naval ftores, iron, timber, flax fced, drugs,
pot and pearl afhes, Indian cern, flour, wheat,
train oil, whalebone, and dying woods ; the lat-
tér procured by their trade to the Weft Indies.
Of thefe asticles, the moft confiderable and valu-

* Tt being neceffary to lay in ftores previous to <he
burfting of the frorm, the importations into America
three or four years before that time were much greater

than ufual.
2 able
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able exportation to foreign ports, were  thofe of
tobacco, rice and indigo ;- moft, if not all the
other articles were confumed at home, except
dying woods, and the quantity of thefe, which
_were imported from the * Bay of Honduras, and
the Mufquito Shore direétly, being put againt the

* The exports from the Bay of Honduras and the
Mufquito Shore, before the war, confifting of very
bulky articles, viz. mahogany, logwood, &c. were
principally advantageous to Great Britain, as employ-
ing from twenty to thirty thoufand tons of fhipping.—
The value of the commodities at the European markets,
was, from 150, to 200,000l. per annum, where we had
nearly a monopoly.  The demand for mahogany in
Germany increafes very much.  For many years pat,
neither the bay nor fhore have been. (as is: gencrally
fuppofed) channels of commerce with the Spanifh fet-
tlements, at moft, not exceeding 10,000l annually.
The country up the rivers where mahogany and log-
wood are to be obtained, is wild and uncultivated, and
hag neither Indian nor Spanifh inhabitant. The Pre-
liminary Articles with Spain left us liable to a very
uncertain ftate in thofc parts 3 but the Definitive Trea-
ty has placed us on as ‘good a footing  there as could
have been expe@ed. The great jealoufy of the Spa-
niards arifes from the Englifh intercourfe with the
Mufquito Indians. Neceflary eftablifhments in the
Bay of Honduras, and libesty to cut wood up the Rio
Balizee, Rio Nuevo, and Rio Ohiboan, could produce
nojealoufy, as the country is uninhabited. The log-
wood country we occupied, extended about thirty five
leagues from North to South, and our people were
generally allowed to go as far up the rivers as they

pleafed,
expor-
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exportation, will confiderably more than balance
it. 'The value then of tobacco, rice and indigo
exported, was, upon an average of four years,
877,7771. 75. 9d. of which 102,655l 15. 9d. went
to France, Spain and Portugal, and the remainder
chieflyto Flanders, Holland, and the northern parts
of Europe. From thefe facts it undoubtedly ap-
pears, that by the exportation of the produce of
the revolted Colonies to foreign countries, we re-
ceived from thofe countries the annual fum of
736,721 17s. 43d.; that being the fum in which
that exportation exceeded the amount of foreigm
manufadtures and produce exported by us to thofe
Colonies. Our exports; upon the fame average,
amounted to 1,839;6921. 8s. 7id.; of this,
352,6371. 3s. 10id. was the amount of foreign
goods exported, about two fifths of which, or the
fum of 211,581 155. 6d. was the value of Eaft-
India goods, and the remainder was in various
articles, chiefly from the northern kingdoms, but
more particularly low-priced linens from Germany
and Ruffia. The balance, being the fum of
1,487,05 5L 25. od. was wholly in Britifh produce
and manufactures.
The average imports into Scotland from North
* “America, for the fame period, were, 391,985l.;
of thefe, viz. tobacco and rice, were re-exported
to the amount of 665,608 1. This extraordinary
appearance arifes from the tobacco being valued
inwards at from two-pence to three-pence per
pound, and outwards at from three pence to
fevens
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feven-pence per pound; and rice inwards at from
fix-fhillings to ninc-fhillings per cwt. and out-
wards at from feven-fhillings to twelve-fhillings
PCT cwt.

The average exports to America from Scotland,
for the fame period, of Britifh goods, were
168,8471. and of foreign ditto, 7353661

The advocates for the American trade, after
rating high all its advantages, and boafting of
the American States as a great people, are not
afhamed to infift; with the fame breath, thar
unlefs you give them all the  privileges of
Britifh fubjedts, they will be fo poor as to be
unable to purchafe our manufactures. This
plea, which, if admitted, would facrifice all the
commercial and navigation principles that have
reared us to greatnefs, and now fuftain our debts,
is at once fo unreafonable and unjuft, that it has
been denied to the Americans even by the com-
mercial treaties with the French and Dutch, as
has been already fhewn. The fpiric of coloni~
zation” would be entirely loft, by opening the
navigation ‘of the Weft Indies to the Americans
in any thape; and they may as well pretend to
interfere in our colliery trade. The arrangements
refpecting the feveral branches of our own com-
merce, are natural inherent rights, and of the
higheft national confequence ; and fuch extraor-
dinary advantages and privileges as are oW res
quited (and which are refufed to all other na-
tions) if granted, would be the moft complete

- i and
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and certain means of encouraging migration from
this country ; a contrary conduct will certainly tend
ta prevent it.

The fouthern Colonies paid for our manufac-
tures formerly by their own produce, and the
other Colonies principally by their circuitous
trade; and they will, in great meafure, have the
{fame means of paying us in future.

None of the Colonics to the north of Mary-
land have ever had a balance in their favour by
their imports from, and exports to, Great Britain;
‘but, en the contrary, a large balance againft them,
which they had no means of difcharging but by
a2 foreign and circuitous® commerce. By this
commerce (except the value of fhips built for the
Britih merchants, the amount of which cannot
poffibly be afcertained) they muft, fince the year
1700, have obtained from:other countries, and
remitted to this, upwatds of thirty' millions fter-
ling in payment for goods taken from (hence,
over and above the amount of all their own pro:
duce and fitheries remitted direcly-. By foreign,
is meant the trade to the Weft Indies, Africa,
and all parts of Europe, except Great Britain.

Balance

"% Whatever diminution there may be of their cir-

cuitous trade, ‘we fhall gain, and with the benefit of

freight, all the profit conne@ed with a miore extenfive
pavigation. E r

4 There fhould be added to the value of exports to

America; between two and 300,000l fent to Africa

annually for the purchafe of flaves, which were chiefly
imported
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Balance or excefs of exparts to, and of imports
from, the American States from 1700 t0 1773 :

Excefs of Exports. Excefs of Imports,
Thefour New-England £ 5 db

States - - - < 13,896,287 17 4%
New York, New Jerfey,
aiid Pennfylvania, ins
cluding  Delaware
counties -~ = 16,941,281 9 43

30,837,569 6 9 Lo e B
Virginiaand Maryland 8,155,363 11 5%
North' and South Ca-
xoling |~ - a 2,615,67¢ 13 10
Georgia: = - - 123,038 9 7

Txcofs of exports o the
provinces north of ———.

Maiyland - - - 30,960,603 16 4 10,767,035 5 31*
Balance or excefs of ex-

ports to America over i

theexcefs of imports 20,193,568 11 ol

imported by our merchants into the revolted provinces.
The real exports of England, then, to thofe provinces,
would be 1,531,2061. inftead of 1,331,206l the average
annual export of ten years to the American States, as in
the annexed Tables; and as the whole imports of thofe
States into England were only valued at 743,560l they
muft have been bad paymafters indeed, or have had as
much foreign and circuitous trade for their exports as
they had direétly with Great Britain, to be enabled to
Pay 20s. in the pound.

* This excels of exports of the fouthern Colonies was
probably more than balanced by the number of faves
snnually imported there by Britifh merchants from
Africa, ¥

v Hbh It
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It is at the fame time fatisfa&ory to difcover,
that the more northern States of America, in
the extent of their circuitous commerce, (and
notwithftanding their fmuggling trade) found it
fo much their intereft to lay out the neat produce,
at leaft to the value of more than. one million
a year, in Great Britain. This demonftrates the
fuperiority of our goods; and ought to convince
us, that they will, in future, as they did before,
give the preference to Britifh manufactures over
all others ; for the preference formerly given was
not the effect of our reftri€tions; nothing was eafier
to the Americans than to evade them; and it is
well known, that from the firft, until fome time
after the year 1763, they uniformly did evade
them whenever they found it to their intereft to
import the goods and manufaures of other
countries with whom they traded ; and notwith-
ftanding our Cuftom-houfe officers, New England,
New York, and Philadelphia, carried on an al-
moft open foreign trade with Holland, Ham-
burgh, France, &c. bringing home Eaft-India
goods, fail cloth, Ruffia and German linens, wines,
&c. The attempts to reftrict this commerce was
no_fmall caufe of the refentment and animofity
which afterwards broke out with the violence
we have feen.

Inftead of exaggerating the lofs fuffered by the
difmemberment of the empire, our thoughts may
be employed to more advantage, in confidering
what our fituation really is, and what are the

T greateft
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greateft advantages that can be derived from- it
Tt will be found better than we expect; mor is the
independence of the American States, notwith-
ftanding their conneétion with France, dikely to
interfere. with us cffentially, as has been appre-
hended, excep as to the carrying trade, and this
it is in our power to prevent. The carriage of
what we ufed to fend to America, was much lefs
than of thofe articles which we brought from
thence; a few tobacco fhips will carry back: as
much of our manufatures as all the American
States will confume. e muft therefore retain the
carrying trade wherever @¢ paffibly can.—But the
demand for our manufaétures will continuaily in<
creafe with the increafing population of Ame-
rica. Defponding politicians may derive fome
comfort from the profpect, that if the American
Srates fhould hereafter be able to manufacture
for themfelves, new channels of commerce will
be opened, and the inland parts of the continent
will require an inexhauftible fupply. Britith ma-
nufactures will for ages afcend the great rivers of
that continent, and by means of a moft extraor-
inary inland navigation,* will be diffufed through

a couns

# Tt is remarkable, that there is only one mile por-
tage between Cayahoga river, that empties itfelf into
lake Erie, which finally runs into the river St. Law=
rence, and the river Mufkingum, wwhich runs into the
Ohio, and communicates with the gulph of Mexico,
Tt is alfo very remarkable how fmail the portage be-

Hha tween
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3 country more fertile, more fufceptible of popus
lation, and four times more extenfive than all the
American States. ‘The dereli&ion of fuch a coun-
try, by the late inglorious treaty, has deeply

wounded

tween the rivers which run intd the Lakes Mifchigan
and Superior, and thofe which run into the Miffifippi,
Notwithftanding the navigation of the rivers St.
Lawrenice and Miffiflippi is obftructed in Winter and
Spring; in the firft by ice, and in the latter by the
sapidity of the waters; and notwithftanding the dif-
taiice is not-above 6o miles between the navigable part
of 'the Potomach, which runs into the Chefapeak, and
2 navigable branch of the Ohio,. yet the river St. Law-
rence, the Lakes, the Ohio, the Mifliffippi, with the
Oneydo, Mohawk, and Hudfon's rivers, as already men-
tioned, will be the principal communications of the
vaft country beyond the mountains. The navigation
of the Potomach, eight miles above Alexandria, will ‘ad~
shit only flat boats. The Sufquehenna being full of ra-
pids and falls, and not deep, the navigation of that
river is bad. All the rivers of the American States
which run into the ocean have in general bad navigas
tion, and only for flat boats from five to thirty tons,
except as high as the tides flow; but the Miffiflippi has
no tide, and the rivers which fall into it run through a
flat country, and are navigable to their fources.

Half that river has been referved to us by the Pro-
vifional Treaty with the American States; but the
right to the half, where the country on both fides be=
longs to Spain, is not mentioned in the treaty with
the latter. If we had kept the Floridas, Britain would
have been the moft neceflary ally to Spain 3 Canada

and
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wounded the honour, and perhaps the conftity.
tion® of Britain, and the American States might
well receive with aftonithment, the unexpected
gift; yet the gift, however difgraceful to ourfelves

and

and Nova Scotia on the back, and the Tloridas n the
front, would have awed and kept down the enterprizes
of the American States againft New Spain, The [y
dias, who ar¢ powerful towards the Floridas, much
more fo than elfewhere, will foon be incited againft
the Spaniards, They will be fupplied with arms and
ammunition.—Thofe provinces would have beon a good
barrier between the American States and our iflands,
In our hands they would become populous by the migra-
tion of Loyalifts and other advantages, inflead of re-
maining almoft defert under the Spaniards, and if confi
dered as a curb on Spain, her trade might be more efec
fually molefted from the harbours of Florida, (neac
which every fhip from the gulph of Mexico and. fhe
Havanuah muft' pafs) than from Gibraltar. There'is
not a finer harbour. than that of Spiritu Santo, or the
Bay of Tampa, in Faft Florida, i

* The application to Parliament to enable the Crown
to make peace with America, acknowledges, that the
Royal prerogative was not competent to difmember the
empire; but the act which pafied on that occafion, by
o means enables the Crown to difmember the province
of Quebec, (formed by ack of Parliament) no part of
which was then in rebellion, or in the pofleffion of the
rebels.  The ac, after mentioning the Thirteen re-

~yolted Colonies 4y name, givesa power to. his Majetty,
£ to conclude apeace or truce with the sarp Colonics,
any
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and unneceffary, will be vain and ufelefs, if not
mifchievous to the new fovereign. The authority
of the Congrefs can never be maintained over thofe
diftant and boundlefs regions,* and her nominal
fubjedts will {peedily imitate and multiply the
examples of independence. But it will be a long
time before the Americans can manufacture for
themfelves. Their progrefs will be ftopped by
the high price of labour, and the more pleafing
and more profitable employment of agriculture,
while frefh lands can be gotten s and the degree
of populat'xon»‘{- neceffary for manufactures cannot

be

any law or 28 of Parliament, matter, or-thing, to the
contrary, fotwithfanding” And alfo, ¢ To repealy
annul, and make void, or to fufpend for any time, the
operation and cffe@t of any a@ or aéks of Parliament,
hich relate to the faid Colonics."—But the a& gives
no other power.

* They can derive no bencfit from the American States,
and they will e little difpofed to fhare their taxes and
burdens.  The fettlements on the weft fide of the Al-
legany mountains are already very confiderable. Twenty
choufand people at leaft have fettled during the waralong
the caftern banks of the Ohio, from Pittfburg to Ken-
cucks and the Affembly of Pennfylvania bas already been
obliged to make a law, declaring it treafon for any per-
{on or perfons to form independent communities in the
weftern parts of the ftate.

+ The following account of the population of the
American States has the authority of Congrefs. 1t
only
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be expected, while, a {pirit of emigration, efpe-
cially from the New-England provinces to the
interior parts of the continent, rages full as much
as it has ever done from Europe to America,
If manufacturers fhould emigrate from Europe -
to America, at leaft nine tenths of them will be:
come farmers; for they will not be confined to

enly an eftimate, except Rhode Ifland and Conne@icut s
the reft, it is acknowledged, is fet too high, and that the
flaves are included. The beft accounts ftate the number
of whites in the American States, as not exceeding
1,700,000, - The artifice of reprefenting them as near
3,000,000 at the beginning of the war, is not now
denied.

An eftimate of the inhabitants of the United States
of America, to be made the bafis of an affeffment in
the refpeétive States.

Inhabitants.  Proportion of rcoo.

New Hampihire, ' %0 20 © (182200 m a3y
-Maffachuffets Bay, - - 350,000 - - 147
-Rhode Ifland, - - - 50,400 - - 21
Connegicut, - - - 206,000 - - 86
New York, - - = 200,000 - - 84
New Jerfey, - - 130,000 - = 54
Peunfylvania, A A et R
Delaware, - - - 35,000 ~ - ig
Maryland, - - - 220,700 - - g2
Virginia; <500 0 400,000 = '« 167
North Carolina, =" = = . 200000 = - 84
South Carolina, - - = 170,000 =~ =~ 71
Georgia, - i et 25,000 - = 1r
2,389,300 1000

! manu-
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manufadures, when they can get much greater
profit by farming*
No

# Yet the emigrants from Europe to the American
States will be miferably difappointed; however, having
got into a ferape, they may wifh to lead others after
them. When the numberlefs difficulties of adventur-
sers and ftrangers are farmovnted, they will find it ne~
ceffary to pay taxes to avoid which, probably they left
home, and, in the cafe of Britons, gave up great ad-
vantages. The fame expence, the fame indufiry that
became abfolutely neceflary 1o fave them from finking
in America, if propely employed in moft parts of Eu-
zope, would give a good eftablifhment, and without the
entire facrifice of the deareft friends and conneétions,
whofe fociety will be ever lamented, and whofe affif~
tance, “although not to be exerted at the moment,
might at other times be moft important.

The abfolute necellity of great exertions of induftry
and toil, added to the want of opportunity of diffipa-
tion, in the folitary life-of new fettlers, and ithe diffi-
culty and fhame of returning home,alone {upport them
there. They find their golden dream ends, at moft, ir
the pofleflion of a tract of wild uncultivated Jand, fub-
je&, in many cafes, -to the inroads of the proper and
more amiable owners, the Indians.

Emigration is the natural refource of the culprit, and
of thofe who have made themfelves the objects of con-
tempt and negleét ; but it is by no means neceffary to
the induftrious. It is gemerally calcplated, that not
above one emigrant in five fucceeds fo as to fettlea fa-
mily.  Thofe who cannot ftay at home, would do bet~
tce if ‘they emigrated to our Weft-India iflands 5 they

might
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No American articles are fo neceffary to us
as our manufactures, &c. are to the Americans ;
and

might there lay out their time and fortune with a greater
profpeét of fuccefs than in the woods of America.

The motives that induce emigrants, except culprits,
to leave their country, are generally to avoid taxes, and
make a fortune. America is certainly not now the coun-
try to fuit them. There is no country in Europe that
pays fuch heavy taxes as the American States; and as
the number of thofe who poffefs large fortunes are in=
confiderable, the taxes of courfe fall heavier on the
lower ranks. An Englifiman thinks nobody pays fuch
heavy taxes as he does; but when he fees the lift of
thofe now levied in the States, he is aftonifhed.

Before the revolt, the expences of the provincial go=
vernments of America were defrayed by a poll tax, and
affeflment on eftates, and by an impoft on exports and
imports.  The mode of taxation differed however in the
feveral proyinces. It is faid that the province of New
York paid, under the Britith government, only the
forty-fifth part of the fum at which it is now taxed.
The taxes in general are fo high, that they cannot pof-
fibly be paid, In New England, a general excife has
been laid on all foreign articles, from two and a half
to five per cent. on wines, brandies, tea, rum, and on
many other articles, to a ftill higher rate, amounting
to above 20 per cent. in many inftances.  Befides which,
taxes are laid on lands improved and unimproved, to be
valued at the difcretion of the affeflor, and on houfes.
All male perfons above the age of fixteen and under
fifty, are afleffed at 18l. horfes and cattle three years
©old and upwards, at 41. each, under that age in propors

1i tion ;
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and almoft every article of the produce of the
American States, which is brought into Europe,
we

tion ; hogs, at 20s. alfo covering horfes, dogs, plate,
watches, clocks, mills of all kinds, furnaces, forges,
fills, breweries, tan yards, retailers of fpirituous  li-
quors, ferries, fifheries, coaches, and: carriages of ail
fortss thefe are affeffed differently in the feveral pro-
vinces of America, and in general very high. The
tonnage of veffels of all forts is affefled, -and the fup-
pofed profits made by merchants, Jawyers, and mecha-
niics, which is called a tax on faculty. The fum affef-
fed on cach is fixed at the arbitrary difcretion of the
affellors, except in the cafe of lawyers, or pradifing
attornies, the loweft of which is directed by ftatute to
e sol. and higher, in proportion to the vifible extent of
their pratice. Traders and merchants are affefled from
20l up to 1oool. in proportion as it is prefumed by the
affeflors that their bufinefs is profitable ; and the fame
tmode is adopted even with regard to the loweft tradef-
imen. Every writ, fubpcena, or judicial paper, and all
papers iffued out of the probate office, are taxed. Be-
fides taxes laid on the above articles, every male, from
fixteen to fifty, is obliged to labour at leat four days
“éach year in repairing the highways and public roads,
and more; if the fuperintendant of the diftriét requires
it. Each-male within the above ages is alfo obliged to
exercife in the militia at leaft four days in each year,
fnore, if the Colonel of the regiment gives orders; he
is alfo obliged to furnifh himfelf with a good fuzee, 2
“fabre, with one pound weight of powder, and four
pounds weight of ball, at his own expence,  All town;
1fchool, and parifh charges muft continue,  The expen-

ces
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we may have at leaft as good and as cheap,  if not

i better,

ces of each particular government will be greatly in-
creafed, now that each has become an independent fo-
vercignty ; and to pay the annual expences of the ge-
neral confederated government, a tax of 2s. 6d. has al-
ready been impofed, befides the duties and excife. In
fhort, it is calculated that a farmer pays nearly 15s. in
the pourd on all the neat income of his farm and of his
labour. The poor labourer muft, befides his militia
duty and labour on the high roads, be rated at 181, and
of courfe pay 63s. annual tax, although he cannot hire
himfelf out to labour, on an average, at more than
from 10l to 121, ferling, by the year; even the beft
and ftouteft labourers cannot get more ; and all, with=
out exception, from fixteen years to fifty, the weak
and infirm as well as the robuft, are fubjeck to the fame
poll tax. Thus thofe who were led to believe that ine
dependence would free them from all taxes or duties,
are already become fubje@ to more, and heavier, than
are known in this, or, perhaps, in any other country in
the world. Comparatively, the taxes fall very lightly
on the lower ranks of people in England. The labou-
rer who drinks little malt liquor, pays few, except thofe
that fall on foap, candles, falt, and leather.

Letters from America mention the miferable condition
of emigrants; one from a very refpe@able perfon, dated
Philadelphia, fays, that “ a {hip with German, and fe-
veral with Irifh emigrants, had arrived there.’ Thefe
poor people were taught to believe, that they had nos
thing to do on their arrival, but to take pofleflion of
the vacated and confifcated eftates 5 but fo greatly are
they difappointed, that Black Sam, who deals in fruit,

2 Eiz - has
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better®, elfewhere. Bothas a friend, and as an
enemy, America has been burthenfome to Great
Britain. It may be fome fatisfaction to think,
that by her breaking off rather prematurely,
Great Britain may find herfelf in a better fituation
in refpect to America, than if fhe had fallen off
when more ripe. Ametica never furnithed us with
any American born failors; although it has been
afferted, that the Britifh fleet was in great part fup-
plied with feamen from that country. More than
half the number employed by the American States
during the war, were not Americans. In the
fouthern Provinces, Britith and Irifh failors prin-
cipally were employed before the war; in all the
other Colonics, they were more than half Britifh,
except in New England, where three fourths
might be natives. In the time of her greateft

has purchafed two fine Irifh youths, and employs them
in hawking fruit about the ftreets, and in the meaneft
employs.” Irihmen juft emancipated in Earope, go
to America to become flaves to a negro! Other let-
ters defcribe fome of the better fort of emigrants,
begging about the fireets, curfing their folly, and
reprefenting the various means by which they were
deceived,

* Tthas been o often neceflary to mention, that cer-
tain produéts of the American States are inferior to
thofe of the-iflands, and of South America, and other
countries, that it might almoft feem invidiouss but on
the firiteft enquiry it is found that they are, and the
argument required that they fhould be ftated.

profperity,
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profperity, the money which America raifed,
was trifling. She will feel the lofs of 370,000l
a year, which was the expence of the Britifh efta-
blifhment there, and was drawn from this coun-
try . Pennfylvania, even with the aid of a parlia-
mentary donation of 8o,000l. fterling, was twenty
years finking 313,0431. fterling, granted for the
expence of the war begun 1755, at the rate of
18d. in the pound on the annual value of real and
petfonal property.  Pennfylvania, although fhe
never paid much above 20,000l. yearly currency,
complained greatly of her taxes.

It will not be an eafy matter to bring the Ame-
rican States to act as a nation; they are not to be
feared as fuch by us. It muft be a long time be-
fore they can engage, or will concur in any ma-
terial expence. A Stamp ad&, a Tea a&, or fuch
ad, that can never again occur, could alone
unite them 3 their climate, their ftaples, their
manners, are different ; their interefts oppofite 3

* Before the war in 1755, the expence of our efta-
blifhment in America was 70,000l From the peace of
3763 to the time of the Stamp adk, it was 370,000l
yearly, although the French were driven from North
America, and Canada and the Floridas only were added.
The cuftons, from the sth of January, 1768, when the
Board was eftablifhed, to 1775, when the troubles be-
gan, amounted to about 290,000l in a little more than
feven yeats; out of which the expence of colle@ing is
to be deducted. The only other revenue was the quit-
rents, which’ were never tolerably paid, except in the

fouth, and barely defrayed the expence of collecting.
an
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and that which is beneficial to one, is deftructive
to the other. We might as reafonably dread
the effeéts of combinations among the German
as among the American States, and depricate the
refolves of the Diet, as thofe of Congrefs. In
fhort, every circumftance proves, that it will be
extreme folly to enter into any engagements, by
which we may not. wifb 10 be bound hereafter. Itis
impoffible to name any material advantage the
American States will, or can give us_in return,
more than what we of courfc -fhall have. No
treaty can be made with the American States
that ean be binding on the whole of them. The
act of Confederation does not enable Congrefs ta
form more than general treaties* : at the moment
of the higheft authority of Congrefs, the power in

queftion

* Part of the ninth article of Confederation, &c.
< Provided that no treaty of commerce fhall be made,
whereby the legiflative powet of the refpeCive States
fhall be reftrained from impofing fuch impofts and du-
ties on foreigners, as their own people are fubject to,
or from prohibiting the exportation or importation of
any fpecies of goods or commodities whatfoever; of
eftablifhing rules for deciding in all cafes what captures
on land or water fhall be legal, and in what manner
prizes taken by land or mnaval forces in the fervice of
the American States, fhall be divided or appropriated 5
of granting letters of marque and reprifal in times of
peace ; appointing courts for the trial of piracies and
felonics committed on the high feas; and eftablifhing

4 . gourts
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queftion was withheld by the feveral States . No
treaty that could be made would fuit the different
interefts.  When treaties are weceffary, they muft
‘be made with the States fepararely.  Each Stars
bas referved every power relative to imports, ex-
ports, probibitions, duties, &c. to itfelf. But up
treaty at prefent is neceffary.  We trade with feve-
ral very confiderable nations, without commer.
cial treaties. The novelty of the cafe, and the
neceffity of inquiry and full confideration, make
it improper for us: to hurry into any engagements
that may poffibly injure our navigation. When
men talk of liberality and reciprocity in commer-
cial matters, it is clear, either that they have no
argument, or no knowledge of the fubject, that
they are fupporting a favourite hypothefis, or that
they are interefted. It is not friendthip or favour,
but exadtnefs and punttuality, that is looked for
in commerce. Our great national objet is to
raife as many failors and as much thipping as pof-
fible; fo far acts of Parliament may have effect ;

courts for recciving and determining finally appeals in
all cafes of captures.” ;

The fixth article fays, ¢ No State fhall lay any duties
which may interfere with ftipulations in treaties enter-
ed into by the American States in Congrefs affembled,
with any Prince or State, ingpurfuance of any treaties
already propofed to the courts of France and Spain.”
The Confederation is dated the gth of July, 1778.

.+ An attempt to give them general powers, has very
Tately failed,
3 bur
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but neither acts of Parliament nor treaties, in
matters mercly commercial, will have any force,
farther than the interefts of individuals coincide 3
2nd wherever advantage is to be gotten, the indi-
vidual will purfue it.

At leaft four fifths of the importations from
Europe into the American States, were at all
times made upon credit ; and undoubtedly the
States arc in greater want of credit at this time
than at former periods. It can be had only in
Great Britain #,  The French, who gave them

credit,

* This credit was fo_extenfive and fo ftretched be-
yond all proper bounds, as to threaten the ruin of every
Britith merchant trading to America in the year 1772
The long credit given to America, the difficulty of reco-
yering debts, (which from the fecblencfs of the new go-
vernments, muft become ftill more difficult) greatly pre-
judiced our trade with that country, and made bankrupts
of almoft three fourths of the merchants of London
trading to America, particularly to Virginia and Mary-
Iand. Some of the provinces never paid more of their
debts than was juft neceflary to keep up their credit,
They employed Britifh money to improve their country
and extend their trade with foreigners. It is aflerted,
that more goods have been latcly fent to America in
one year, than that country could poflibly pay for in
five years: It may be the motive to quarrel, for which
different caufes will be pretended. Too much credit is
an excefs in the principles of commerces it ever muft
produce bankruptcy in thofe who give it. Our merchants,
jtisto be hoped, have acquired experience from the

wifdom
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credit, are all bankrupts : French merchants can-
not give much credit. ‘The Dutch in general
have not trufted them to any amount ; thofe who
did have fuffered ; and it is not the cuftom'of the
Dutch to give credit, but on the beft fecurity. Itis
therefore obvious, from this and theforegoing ftate
of importsand exports, into what channels the com-
merce of the American States muft inevitably flow,

wifdom of the Dutch, and from the folly of many.of our
own and of the French merchants. Unlefs there is pru-
dence, the credit given by the Britith merchants will,
for fome years, in the prefent impoverifhed ftate of
America, be a drain to the wealth of Britain! But the
enterprizing fpirit of our merchants will lead them, and
their wealth will cnable them, to give a proper credit.
From them only, the Americans can have that credit
which is fo neceffary to their commerce. It may be
thought, that having confidered in what degree and
manner America can fupply us, for fo much, and no
more, we ought to reckon on her demand for our ma-
nufa&tures ; but if the exports from the American States
to this country are not fufficient to pay for the Britith
manufactures they may want, they muft pay the dif-
ference, as they ufed to do formerly, in bills of exchange
upon Spain and other countries, which they will get in
return for their falted fith, flour, and other drticles of
export to thofe places, The balance or excefs of ex-
ports to and imports from the American States, is
given, and fhews the large fums which the northern’
States of America were enabled to pay us by means of
their circuitous trade 3

Kk 3 and
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and that nearly four fifths of their importations *
will be from Great Britain direétly. Where articles
are

* Notwithftanding the refolves of Congrefs, and all
the difadvantages arifing from the war, Britifh manufac-
tures, to a vaft amount, had the preference, and in great
part fupplied America, though burthened with double

freight, double port charges and commiffion, and a cir-

cuitous voyage through a neutral port, Befides, what '
went to the Americans through Halifax,New York, South
Carolina and Georgia, many fhips which cleared for
New York and Halifax at the ports of London, Briftol,
Liverpool, Scotland, and Ireland, went at great rifque,
and in the face of the a& of Congrefs, direétly to North
America. One fhip in pasticular, loaded with Britifh
goods, cleared from London for New York, but went
dire@ly to Boftons the cargo was fold wholefale, for
270l per cent. profit—what did the confumer pay
who bought the articles by retail? Several cargoes
that went to the American States were paid for in
ready money, before departure from England; and
all this happened when the markets and manufac-
tures of France and Holland; &c. were open to them.
Thefe falts being notorious, can it be fuppofed, our
manufa@ures being fo much better, fo much cheaper,
and fo much more fuitable, as to fupport themfelves
againft all thefe difadvantages in war, that they will
not occupy the American markets in peace? And no
fmall advantage may arife to this country from the
diftruft the French and Americans have of each other
in commercial matters. ‘The French, fearing to confign
their goods to Americans, fent out fattors ; while the
latter, equally jealous, fent their own people to tranf-
ad
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‘are nearly equal, the fuperior credit afforded by -
England will' always give the preference. The
Americari will, doubtlefs, attempt to perfuade
the Britith merchant to be his fecurity with
foreigners; but it is certain many foreign articles
will go to America through Great Britain, as
formerly, on account of the difficulty the Ame-
rican merchant would find in reforting to every
quarter of the world to colle& a cargo. The
Americans fend fhips to be loaded with all forts
of European goods. A general cargo for the Ame-
rican market cannot be made up on fuch advan-
tageous terms in any part of the world as in

adk their bufinefs in France, where feveral houfes were
eftablifhed during the war, which fince the peace are
fettled ox fettling in England, American agents were
alfo in Holland to little advantage,

The Americans muft feck the commerce of Britain,
becaufe our manufaGtures are moft fuitable, Few
trading Americans fpeak any forcign language; they
are acquainted with our laws as well as with our lane
guage. They will put a confidence in Britith mer-
chants, which they will not in thofe of other nations,
with whofe people they are unacquainted, as well as
with their laws and language. They have impreffions
of the arbitrary proceedings of the French; they will
recolled, that when they went to the French iflands,
they were not permitted to fell the provifions, &c.
they had imported, until the French merchants had
fold all theirs ; that the French took their goods at
what price they pleafed, and charged them as they

. thought proper for their own.
kea 5 England.
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England, In our ports, all articles may be got
with difpatch—a moft winning cireumftance in
trade ; but wherever they carry fith, and thofe
articles for which England cannot be the entrepot,
they will take back wine, filk, oil, &c. from Spain
and Portugal, and the Mediterranean®. But if

we

* It is not probable the American States will have a
very free trade in the Mediterranean it will not be
the intereft of any of the great maritime powers to
proteé them there from the Barbary States. If they
Know their interefts, they will not encourage the Ame-
ricans to be carriers. That the Barbary States are ad-
vantageous to the maritime powers is certain. If they
were fupprefled, the little States of Italy, &c. would
have much more of the carrying trade. The French
never fhewed themfelves worfe politicians, than in en-
couraging the late armed neutrality ; but notwithftand-
ing their exultation in it at firt, it was not long before
they were fenfible of their bad policy. The league
probably would not long have held together; the Danes
had already. relaxed. It was the part the Dutch were
taking in that league, that brought on them a war,
that has neither been very glorious for them, nor advan-
tageous. The armed neutrality would be as hurtful to
the great maritime powers, as the Barbary States are
ufeful. The Americans cannot proteét themfelves
from the latter ; they cannot pretend to a navy. In
war, New England may have privateers, but they will
he/ much fewer than they have been; they will be few
indeed, if we do mnot give up the Navigation act.
The beft informed fay, not lefs than three fourths of
fhe crews of the American privateers, during the late
2 5 waty
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we maintain the carrying trade, half the com-
merce of the American States, of lefs than-half,

without

war, were Europeans. It has been fhewn, America
has not many failors, and they are not likely to be in-
creafed if we are prydent; and when Irifhmen learn
to employ themfelves better than in fighting the bat-
tles of the Americans, by fca as well as by land, the
gharalter of the latter will not in general be very
martial ; their condition, ftate, circumftances, interefts,
muft prevent. It is remarkable how few good harbours
there are for large thips of war in the American States,
fouth of Cape Cod, at leaft we have found nonc ex-
cept at Rhode Iland; and if a navy could be afforded,
there would be as much difficulty in agreeing, that fo
effential an eftablifhment fhould be at Rhode Ifland, ‘as
there would be in removing the Dutch Admiralty
from Amfterdam, whofe harbour is remarkably bad,
and greatly inferior to feveral others in Holland—but
the influence of Amfterdam is powerful. To the
fouthward of the ‘Bay of Fundy, there is not flow of
tide fufficient to enable the Americans to have a dry
dock for fhips of the line. The want of durability in
their timber would alone make a navy moft cxpenfive
to them. Immediately on:the peace, their mafter builders
left off building, on account of the high wages, the high
price of certain materials, and the f{mall demand for
thipping, except filhing veflels, and the Jatter will b
creafe; but as to the expence of forming and maintain-
ing a navy, it may be obferved, that, before the war,
America raifed a revenue of nearly 62,700!. which is

-not a twelfth part of what the muft now raife, withoyt

9. attempt at havmg one fhip of war, allowlng very
" modenately
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without the expence of their government and
protec¥ion, and without the extravagance of
bounties, would be infinitely better for us than the
m onopol, fuch as it was.

Free

moderately for her different cftablihments, and only the
jntereft of the debt fhe has acknowledged. A country
which bas fuch opportunity of farming, cannot be fup-
pofed to produce many feamen. There is not a poffi-
Bility of her maintaining a navy. That country, com-
ceming which writers of lively imaginations have faid
fo much, is weaknefs itfelf. Exclufive of its poverty, and
want of refources, having loft all credit, its independent
governments,difcordant interefts, and the great improba-
Bility of a@ting again together, the circumftance alone of
fuch a vafk country, with a third lefs of people, exclufive
f negroes, than that fmall fpot in Europe inhabited by
the Dutch, is incompatible with ftrength, If the inhabi~
tants were colle€ted on one tenth part of her territory,
fhe would be infinitely more powerful, and might be
more commercial. Her population is not likely to in-
creafe as as it has done, at leaft on her coaft. On the
contrary, the prefent inhabitants are likely to fall back
to the interior country to get better land, and to avoid
taxes; and there they may, in fome ages, become as
numerous as a country of farmers, without markets,
€an be expeéted, but the fettlers beyond the Allegany
mountains cannot become commercial. It is fuppofed,
that the population of the American States doubled
gvery twenty-five years, owing, however, to encouraged
emigration from Europe, as well as to natural increafe 3

_ But this happened Wwhile they were protected and en«

couraged in various fhapes by England, before they were
convulfed,
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Free portsat Bermuda, the Bahamas*, the Weft
Indies, &c. have been fuggefted, as means of

convulfed, and what is fill of greater confequence, be-
fore they paid the taxes of independence, and before
there were Britith colonies in competition where greater
advantages are to be found.

* We had better think of eftablifhing part of the
Loyalifts on the Bahamas, in the beft manner we can
inhabitants are wanting on thefe numerous iflands.
Many of thofe unhappy people might live there com-
fortably in a fhort time, cultivating lands for cotton,
building fhips, &c. Valuable hard timber, fuch as
mahogany, &c. is to be found jn thofe iflands. They
fhould be encouraged to dire& their views to navigation
as the Bermudians do. The growth of cedar on the
rocky foil and mountains of Bermuda is wonderful ; in
25 or_30 years, it is of fize fufficient for their largeft
fhips. The timbers of a cedar veffel will laft for gene-
rations. The Bermudas fhould be fortified, and have a.
refpectable garrifon, and a circum{pe officer, or be
difmantled entirely. But the Bermudas and Bahamas,
properly managed, might effentially command the
French and Spanith Weft India trade.

Nothing is more refpe€table than the liberality and
good policy of Ireland towards the Genevans. No coun-
try is more forward in generofity. If fhe has the means,
why is not the bounty of Ireland extended to Ame-
rican Refugees ? She wants inhabitants. It would be a
great acquilition for England, if the Loyalifts were put
in poﬂ"efﬁon of all the royal forefts, chaces, and wafte
lands of England, = But where would they find the
money to cultivate them ? They might fell a part.

afiitting
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aflifting commerce. They are in general nefts
for fmugglers, and detrimental to the fair trader.
At the fame time that they encourage the Ameri-
can States, they would encourage emigration
from Brirain and Ireland to thofe States. Every
encouragement given to the trade, cultivation of
land, or the fithery of the American States; adts
as 2 bounty on emigration; the reftraints which
have fallen on their fitheries, have already had a
confiderable effe@ in favour of our Newfound-
land fithery. - Jamaica can raife Indian corn,
live fock, &c. fufficient for her ufe; and if a
fufficiency of Indian corn could not be procured
in the other iflands, it has already been ftated
thar peas and beans may be had from our re-
maining colonies or this country, which would
anfiwer the purpofe equally well ; therefore, as the
Britith Weft Indies can be fupplied upon reafon-
able terms with every thing they poffibly can
ftand in need of, without being materially in-
jured for want of a market for any part of their
produce, no good reafon can be affigned for. mak-
ing any free ports. The effects of fuch a mea-
fure would be the opening a channel for fmug-
glers, to the prejudice of fair trade and of the
fevenue, and a divifion of the carrying trade of
this country with the American States. The con-
fequence is obvious; the Americans will build
thips, oyr artificers and failors will emigrate to
America, and they and their progeny be loft to
this country for ever.

af
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If the fubjes of the American States thould go
o the Britifh free ports to fell their lumber and
fome other articles, perhaps a little cheaper than
they could be procured from our remaining co-
lonies, it does not by any means follow, that they
will take any Britith Weft-India produce in re-
turn; on the contrary, it is clear they will take
little from Britith free ports but money*, and they
will, as they have hitherto done, go to the
foreign Weft-India fettlements with their ready
money, and purchafe fuch Weft-India commodi-
dities as they want, at a much lower price than
Britith Weft-India produce could be fent to any
free port in North America, 2s has been already
thewn.  Particular free ports are injurious ;—
if general regulations cannot be made to anfwer
the purpofe intended, we fhould not venture to
make a change. We had better give up the
iflands than open the trade to the Americans, or
any nation ; and we may almoft as well open the
trade, as make free ports in the Weft Indies. Be-
fore it is done, Weft-India Cuftom-houfe officers
fhould be lefs corrupt. The advantage to be de-
rived from a Britith free port, which cannot be
got through a foreign free port in thofe parts,
does not appear. It will be faid, through free
ports we fhould get Spanifh dollars. It is an-
fivered, the latter may be got without fuch means.

* That mifchief has already taken place in the out-
ports, and many have gone this [prmg (viz. 1784) from
the post of London.

L1 The
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The introducion of the produce of foreign iflards
into Britith free ports, might hurt our Weft-In-
dia iflands, and fmuggling would be greatly en-
couraged by them ; but, above all other confide-
rations, free ports will be dangerous to our carry-
ing trade ; they will undoubtedly be the means of
dividing it with others. American, or the fhip-
ping of any nation, would carry from them our
‘Weft-India produce where they pleafed. They
may be advantageous to individuals ; but if a free
port is in any cafe neceflary or proper, it muft be
at Bermuda, or one of the Bahama iflands, and
for thofe articles only that it may be abfolutely
neceffary for the Britith Weft-India iflands to
have from the fouthern American States, Indian
corn and rice; and rum only fhould be received
in return. 'The laws of Congrefs could not pre-
vent the Americans from running to. Bermuda
with their provifions, &c. Free ports, however,
in thofe parts; are abfolutely unneceflary ; in many
refpects they are extremely exceptionable #;3 but
the allowing the produce and merchandife of the

* It has been already obferved, that if any free port
is eftablihed, American oil, which will be fmuggled
into fuch port, and tranfported from thence to the
Britith Weft Indies as well as to this country, to the
ruin of our rifing whale fithery. Dunkirk is much
+more hurtful to France as a free port, than advantage-
ous.” No feverities or precautions can prevent the
fmuggling from thence into the country a great quan-
tity of goods.

American
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American States, imported only in thips of that
country or of Britain, to be ftored, until a fale
can be made of them at home, or in fome other
part of Europe, might be of great advantage to
Doth countries. The produce and merchandife,
when landed, thould, if fold for confumption in
the kingdom, be fubje to, and pay, when taken
from the warehoufes, the duties and taxes

are or may be laid upon fuch arti
part as thall be re-exported
fhould be fubject to no burden
ing the ufual ftore rent, and unavo s
ac the Cuftom Houfe ; and regulations fhould
be made, giving every poffible facility at the
Cuftom Houfes, By this means the Britith mer-
chant will have the management of the fales, and
the advantages to be derived from them ; and the
American, without running the rifque, and incur-
ting the expence of going from one port to ano-
ther, will be at all times fure of the beft market
to be had in Europe. ‘The American commerce,
efpecially for the moft neceffary and the moft
bulky articles, would, in a great meafure, center
in this kingdom. The merchants in America,
not being able to make remittances in advance,
but, on the contrary, obliged to go in great part
on credit, being enabled thus to depofit their ef-
fe@s at the difpofal of their correfpondents, at the
highefl market which can be had in Europe ; and
in cafe they are univerfally.low on the arrival of
the produce, to wait a demand and rifc of them,

Liz will
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will derive to themfclves a very cffential advan-
tage ; and the Britith merchant, being fecured
in his returns, will readily anfwer the American
orders for goods, previous to the fale of the ar-
ticles that have been fhipped to him for pay-
ment. By adopting this plan, we fhould have
the carrying from hence of the feveral articles,
or great part of them, in Britith fh This
might in a.great degree prevent the fhips of the
American States from going to other countries,
and taking from thence produce and manufactures
merely for a freight, though not fo advantage-
ous; and it would promote the taking, through
Britain, fuch articles as the American States may
want from other countries, which this country
doesnot fupply. The articles fhould be placed in
public flores, and only certain ports fhould be al-
lowed to recsive them *. France is not without the

* Since. the lafl edition of this pamphlet, the mode
here propofed has been adopteds but the idea would
have been ftill better carried on with refpeét to tobacco,
if at the end of the fifteen months (the expiration of
the bond) the whole or any part of the depofited to-
bacco underthe King’s locks could be entered for inland
or home confumption, on the fame duties or difcount as
on the day of arrival. It would encourage the American
to depofit his tabacco here, waiting for a forcign mar-
ket, having it in his power to, take it. out on the
fame terms as on_the firft importation. It gives an
advantage to capitals in trade, by not inducing prompt
payment for the fake of the difcount. ;

2 1dea
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jdea of opening ports in the manner now men-
tioned. The idea is fuggefted here for confide-
ration, and may be worthy attention #. It might

be

* It is a moft extraordinary circumftance, that a na.
tion, which ftates itfelf to be commercial, fhould not
have a Minifter, or Board, or perfon whatever, who
neceffarily attends, and applies to, comprehends, or con-
fiders the ftate of commerce—Some eftablithment of the
kind might have been, particularly at this moment, of
the utmoft advantage. A knowledge of the nature, ex~
tent, operation, influence, and changes of commerce,
cannot be expeted from Minifters in general, efpecially.
from thole, the application of whofe whole time to the
bufinefs of keeping themfelves in office, is barely fuffi=
cient for the purpofe (fuch is called government in this
country.) A Committec of the Privy Council may now
and then fpare 2 moment to try a plantation caufe ; but
it is an infult to the underftanding of any man ac-
quainted with this country to fay, that the Privy Coun-
cil will ever form or follow any fyftem, examine into,
and really underftand the concerns of commerce. The -
highly-commendable attention which has'been Iately
given by a Committee of the Privy Council, to a princi-
pal part of the fubjec of this work, will ever be an ex-
ception to this rule; but the neceffarily-laborious perfe-
verance exercifed on the occafion, is an argument againft
its happening often. Tt muft ever be a reflection on
the underftanding of the nation which fo readily gave up,
and on that bill which abolifhed the Board of Trade,
without fubftituting any thing in its place; at the fame.
time fuffering fuch offices to exift, in the manner they.
then did, as the Tellers of the Exchequer, Auditors of

the
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be extended to goods from other countries as well
as from America, te promote an increafe of the
trade and navigation of this country. For the ac-
commodation of our merchants, all high-duty
goods fhould be allowed to be warchoufed, and
to be taken for exportation free of duty. The
diftrefs which frequently arifes from the want of
ready money to fatisfy the duties atr the time
of importation, would be effectuaily prevented ;
as likewife the various artifices made ufe of at
prefent to obtain drawbacks fraudulently, by
which there can be no doubt that the revenue
fuffers confiderably, probably more than it gains
By the fums retained at prefent for goods intend-
¢d to be exported *. No drawbacks fhould be

allowed

the Exchequer and Impreft, and the finecure offices of
the Cuftoms, &c. Boards of Treafury and Admiralty,
comparatively are of little confequence, the bufinefs of
the Commiffioners or Lords, except the Firft Lord, being
neatly no more than officially to fign their names. 1f the
Board of trade gave improper influence (which few
people feem now to think it did) or was improperly
filled up, the objections might have been removed,
without the ftrangeft neglec of our Colonies and com-
merce, by the abolition of the only board which could
be ufeful to both.

*'In 1772, previous to the war, the import of tobacco
into Scotland was 45,259,675 1b. duties 1,178,6371.
the export that year was 44,423,4123 drawback
5,156 8591, In 1773, the import of tobacco was'

44,543,0501b.
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allowed after the goods have been taken out for
home confumption, and the duties once fatisfied.
Each delivery of goods from the warchoufe
1hould be of fufficient quantities to ' prevent hard-
dhips, vexatious or otherwife, by too frequent
attendances.

The faéts on which thefe obfervations are foun-
ded, were not by any means lightly taken up;
they have been minutely and carefully enquired
into, and ftrictly examined, efpecially thofe which
are in any degree material; but there may be
miftakes, although every precaution has been
taken to avoid them, and they are, for this rea-
fo, publicly fubmitted to flill farther enquiry.
The obfervations have been thrown out as they
occurred, in a hurry, and without a nice atten-
tion to method or to ornament. The purpofe,
however, will be “anfwered, if they fhould lead
men to fee the neceflity of maintaining the {pi-
rit of our nevigation laws, which we fcemed

44,543,0501b. duties 1,159,9751. export 46,380,5181b.
the drawback 1,208,06cl. But when the import and ex-.
port were reduced by the war comparatively almoft to
nothing, the revenue was improved. In 1781, the
import was 1,952,2431bs. duties 53,381l. export
1,788,0571bs. drawback 48,8921, In 1782, the import
_was 2,624,8071bs. duties 110,278l exports 934,2821bs.
drawback 39,2521 So that in the two years when the
commerce was at the higheft, the revenue loft 26,3071
but in the two years when it was at the lowelt, it gained

75,5151 :
: almoft
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almoft to have forgot, although to them we owe
our confequence, our power, and almoft every
great national advantage. The Navigation a&,
the bafis of our great power at fea, gave us the
trade of the world : if we alter that ac, by per-
mitting any ftate to trade with our iflands, or by
fuffering any flate to bring into this country any
produce but its own, we defert the Navigation act,
and facrifice the marine of England. But if the
principle of the Navigation act * be properly
under-

* Sir Jofiah Child, in hisdifcourfe on trade, mention«
ing the Navigation a&, fays, “Lam of opinion, that
< jn relation to trade, fhipping, profit, and power, it is
¢ one of the choiceft and moft prudent aéls that ever
¢ was made in England, and without which, we had
% not been owners of one half of the fhipping, nor
“ trade, nor employed one half of the feamen which
% we do at prefent” The Navigation a& was only of
feventeen or eighteen years ftanding when he wrote.
He adds, ¢ this kingdom being an ifland, the defence
< of which has always been our fhippitig and feamen,
¢ it feems to me abfolutely neceffary that profit and
« power ought jointly to be confidered : and, if fo, T
< think none can deny but the aé of Navigation has,
«and does occafion building and employing of three
« times the number of fhips and feamen that otherwife
st we fhould or would do.” Talking of America and
our Weft-India iflands, he fays, “if they were not
& kept to the rules of the aét of Navigation, the con-
«¢ fequence would be, that in a few years; the benefit
< of them would be wholly loft to the mation.” He
faid,
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underftood, and well followed, this country may
ftill be fafe and great. Minifters will find, when

the
faid, ¢ the Navigation a& deferved to be called our
“CHARTA MARITIMA.”

None of our writers have fhewn themfelves greater
enemies to reftriCtions, monopolies, &c. than Mr.
Adam Smith. In his excellent treatife on the wealth
of nations, fpeaking of the Navigation a&, he fays,
It is not impoffible, that fome of the regulations of
< this famous aét may have proceeded from national
“animofity. 'They are as wife, however, as if they
¢ had all been ditated by the moft deliberate wifdom,
¢ National animofity, at that particular time, aimed
¢ at the fame objeét which the moft deliberate wifdom
« would have recommended, the diminution of the
« nayal power of Holland, the only naval power which
¢ could endanger the fecurity of England.”

He adds, * the a& of Navigation is not favourable to
« foreign commerce ;” and afterwards fays, “it is true,
< that it Jays no burthen upon foreign fhips that come to
“ export the produce of Britifh induftry. Even the an-
“cient alien’s duty, which ufed to be paid upon all goods
“ exported as well as imported, has, by feveral fubfe-
“ quent acks, been taken off from the greater part of the
““articles of exportation. But if foreigners, cither by
« prohibitions or high duties, are hindered from coming
““to fell, they cannot always afford to come to buy;
““becaufe, coming without a cargo, they muft lofe the
“ freight from their own country to Greaf Britain.
“ By diminifhing the number of fellers, therefore, we
“ neceflarily diminifh that of buyers, and are thus like~
“ly, not only to buy foreign goods dearer, but to fell

Mm ¢ our
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the 'country \\gpxdcrﬂands the queftion, that the
principle of the Navigation a&t muft be kept
entire, and that the carrying trade muft not in
any degree be hazarded. They will fee the preci-
pice on which they ftand; any negle¢t or mifina-
nagement in this point, or defertion of national in-
tereft, to gain a few temporary votes, will inevi-
tably bring on their downfal, even more defervedly

than

¢ our own cheaper, than if there was a more perfe&t
& freedom of trade. As defence, however, is of much
¢ more importance than opulence, the aél of Navigation
& is, perbaps, the wifefl of all the commercial regulations of
« England.” He alfo fays,  there feems to be two
« cafes, in which it will generally be advantageous
& to lay fome burden upon foreign, for the encourage-
« ment of domeftic induftry. The firft is, when
¢ fome particular fort of induftry is neceffary for the
< defence of the country. The defence of Great
« Britain, for example, depends very much upon the
¢ number of its failors and fhipping. The act of Navi-
< gation, therefore, very properly endeavours to give
< the failors and fhipping of Great Britain the mono-
< poly of the trade of their own country ; in fome cafes
¢ by abfolute prohibitions, andin others by heavy bur-
& dens upon the fhipping of foreign countries.” He
then fates, firft, that part of the a& which fays, ¢ All
& fhips, of which the owners, mafters, and three fourths
« of the mariners are not Britifh fubjeéts, are prohi-
< bited, upon pain of forfeiting fhips and cargo, from
& trading to the Britifh fettlements and plant aticns.”
Reftraints upon trade are for the general good of the
cmpire. We may learn from the beft writers upon the
2 {fubjedt,
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than the miferable peace brought on that of their
predeceffors ; and as the mifchief will be more
wanton, their fall will be, as it ought—more
ignominious. ‘Fheir conduct on this occafion
ought to be the teft of their abilities and good
management, and muft determine the degree
of confidence which fhould be placed in them
for the future. This country has not found
itfelf in a more interefting and critical firua-
tion than it is at prefent. It is now to be de-
cided, whether we are to be ruined by the inde-
pendence of America or not. The peace, in
comparifon, was a trifling objet; and, if the
neglet of any one intereft more than another de-
ferves impeachment, furely it will be the neglect
of this, which involves in it, not merely the
greatnefs, but even the very exiftence of our
country,

fubje€t, that the freedom of commerce is not a power
granted to merchants to do what they pleafi 5 this would
be more properly the flavery. The conftraint of the
merchant is not the conftraint of commerce.  The laws
conftrain the merchant, but it is in favour of commerce,
exadly as in the body politic, the checks of licentiouf-
nefs are productive of true liberty; or, in the indivi-
dual, the due regulation of free-will is the perfedtion
of virtue.

Mm 2 APPEN-
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_THE Tables annexed, have not hi-
therto been publifhed or brought together
in the fame point of view. Many new
Tables are added fince the firft editions 5
feveral of the former Tables are l:hrov&;n
into one, and thofe of the firft editions,
in which the information eould be confi-

dered in any degree doubtful, are omitted.
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has been to feleét the moft comprehenfive, and
the moft ufeful. They will affift thofe: who
with to examine the ftate of Britith and Ame-
rican commerce — they may help to remove
prejudice and vulgar error—they will prove, that
our country docs not entirely depend on the mo-
nopoly of the commerce of the Thirteen Ame-
rican States, and that it is by no means neceffary
to facrifice any part of our carrying trade for ima-
ginary advantages now to be attained.

The tables No. I. and I fhew the amount of
the principal American and Weft-Indian flaple
commodities, which were imported into, or ex-
ported from, Great Britain, during the year 1773,
the moft profperous of our commerce, and during
1782, the year of the moft general war the nation
ever fuftained. - This table is curious, as well as
inftruétive. The imports and exports of 1773,
exhibit a view of our colony trade during its ufual
courfe; thofe of 1782, point out the circuitous
courfe that the ingenuity of individuals concerned
in trade, had found for their ventures under the
greateft embarraflments.

No. IIL. gives the total of the imports and ex-
ports of the before-mentioned ftaple commodiries
for a period of ten years, fhewing their fluctua-
tions in peace and war; and the bad effect of war
on commerce—It proves the abfurdity of en-
gaging in war, under the idea of gaining cufto-
mers by means of foreign fettlements. At the

fame
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fame time it feems to fhew, that the duties laid on
during the war, had no great effet on the imports,
particularly of fugar and rum.

No. 1V. gives the imports into America from
the South of Europe, from Africa and the Weft
Indies, which, including the Wine Iflands, were
the only countries with which the feveral provin-
ces could carry on any legal commerce. Alfo, an
eftimate of their value at the port of importation,
exclufive of duties, amounting to 1,123,096l
which proves the affertion, that the Colonies re-
ceived all their imports through England was not
true, and confequently that we have not loft the
fupply to that amount.

No. V. and VI. give the exports from
America, to all parts permitted by law ; with
an cftimate of their value at the port of ‘ex-
portatlon.

No. VII. fhews the number of veflels em-
ployed by the continental Colonies, with their
tonnage, immediately before the revolt.

No. VIIL gives the ftate of the French New-
foundland fithery before the war of 1744; to which
ftate, or nearly the fame, that rival nation is now
reftored by the laft peace.

Table No. IX. gives the imports and exports
of South Britain from and to all parts; toge-
ther with the balance of trade from 1700 to
1780, inclufive, according to averages of each
fucceeding ten years; which averages are much
more to be relied on than thofe of two, three, or

: Na five
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five years, becaufe by takin‘g fingle years, or fhort
averages, a balance may be exhibited as very large
or very fmall. The balance or excefs of exports has
been various, and not always in proportion to the
value exported.  In 17350, the total value of ex-
ports amounted 0 15,132,004L 3s. 1d. and the
excefs or balance to 7,359,064L os. 8d.; but in
1771, when the exports were at the higheft ever
known, viz. 17,161,146l 14s. 2d. the balance
or excefs was only 4,339,150L 175. 5d. Thofe
who reafon merely from thefe balances, and arc
content with fuch a fuperficial view, will find
themfelves liable to much error.  The unfavour-
able appearance of the balance of trade at fome
periods, has arifen not fo much from a diminu-
tion of our exports, as from an increafe of our
imports, confifling chiefly of materials for our
increafing manufactures. Our imports have in-
creafed in thirty years, from lefs than feven mil-
lions and an half, to upwards of eleven millions
and an half.

The average exports from 1760 to 1770, exceed
thofe from the latter period to 1780, above
900,000l.  This is eafily accounted for by the
American war; a very great part of the decreafe
arofe from the lofs of the tobacco, rice, and other
trade in American produce, during the laft five
years of the latter period, which had been valued
outwards as part of our exports; and it had alfo
been ‘valued inwards as part of our imports.
The average imports of the firft five years, viz.

4 from
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fiom 1770 to 1775 were 12,870,2711 Exports,
15,840,5041.  Average imports from 1775 to
1780, 11,050,861l Exports, 12,635,020l. The
¢Xports to. America for the firft five years, viz.
thofe that preceded the war, greatly exceeded any
former exportations to thar country; perhaps it
partly arofe from a prudent attention to lay in
flores previous to the burfting of thé  fiorm,
It may here be worthy of obfervation, that al-
though upon the ten years average, from 1770
o 1780, there feems an annual balance of
2,152,280l in our favour perhaps more than
that fum was abforbed by the amount of goods *
fmuggling into_this country, and by the intereft
paid ro foreigners on our national debt: the for.
mer has been flated at about two millions ; and
if the proportion of capital ftock belonging to
perlons refiding: abroad, be, as is faid, upwards
of thirty millions, the yearly intereft to be re.
mitted them is about 800,000l4. Thefe would
produce a balance againft us of above 650,000l.

ARP BN B X

* With refpect to the goods carried in our
gling veflels from hence to the continent of I
they do not appear confi
remark.

fmug-
urope,
derable enough to merit &

t The circumitance of large fums being pliced by
foreigners in our funds, is not hurtful in the manner
hat is commohly imagined. The money brought into
this country for that purpofe, when employed in trade,
produces perhaps 1ol. per cent. or more than double
the intereft generally derived from the funds.

; Nnz which
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which is no ways reconcileable with the fuppofed
increafing wealth of this country during the
above period. On the other hand it ought to be
remarked, that a part of the unfavourable ba-
lance on the Weft-India commerce, amounting,
during the fame period, to 1,664,3831.% ought
to be taken into the account, as that fum had
been admitted into the general balance againt
this country. About one third of the above fum
is faid to be fpent among us, partly by the
owners of the eftates, or partly in payment of
the intereft of the large fums of money bor-
rowed from the people of England. The value
of flaves+- fent by the merchants of this country
from Africa to the Britifh Weft Indies fhould be
added. Bt fo much of the unfavourable balance
on Weft-India commerce as is not fpent here by
the owners of cftates, or in payment for intercf,
or for flaves, was gained from Britain by North
America, by bills of payment for lumber, pro-
vifions, frcight, &ci. Such parts of the in-

come

# Mr, Edwards chufes to ftate the imports from the
Britifh Weft Indies at four millions yearly; if fo, this
balance againft England would feem to be abowe
2,700,000l

+ In the year 1773, there were imported dire&ly from
Africa into the Britith Weft Indies 23,745 negrocs
which, at 40l. each, amount to 949,8col. Some years
the number was confiderably lefs.

1 The annual balance in favour of North America,

againft
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come of Trifh eftates alfo fpent in Britain fhould
be taken into the account, and the great private
fortunes which have come from India through
other countries. There is alfo a confiderable
profit arifing to this country by the freight and
infurance on all goods paid for and confumed by
foreign mnations ; there is a faving on the con-
famption of foreign commodities in this coun-
try, by our meichants tranfacting that part them-
felves. 'The amount of thefe are very vaguely
computed, as well as the amount of the money
{pent abroad by Britifh fubjets ; but the circum-
ftances now mentioned help to fhew, that we
fhould not always pronounce the nation enriched
or tuined, from a view of Cuftom-houfe balan-
ces. When exchange is in our favour for a cou=
tinvance, we have the beft criterion of an influx
of money—for feven or eight months, till lately¥,
it has been againt us. b

The tables which follow No. IX. give the
average of each ten years, from the year 1700
to the year 1780, of the imports and _exports of
South Britain, to and from all parts, diftinguifh-
ing cach place. And the tables No. X. and
XI. give the value of all imports and exports
of England and Scotland, from Chriftimas 1780
to 1782, diftinguithing each year and place.

againft the iflands, was near 350,001 including freight,
25 has been dlready fhewn, and was paid in fpecic ar
bills.
* December, 1783+
3 Thefe
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Thefe, together, comprehend the trade of Eng-
land during the whole of this century,

Table No. XIL gives the total of the imports
and exports of South Britain, to and from all
parts, for the laft twelve years, diftinguithing
each year, viz. from 1771 to 1782, both in-
clufive,

Table No. XIIL gives the total imports and
exports of South Britain, to and from all North
Amcrica for the laft twelve years, diftinguithing
each year, viz, from 1771 to 1782, both in-
elufive.

Table No. XIV. fhews the total imports and
exports of South. Britain to and from that part
of America now the United States, for nineteen
years, diftinguithing each year, viz. from 1764
to 1782, both inclifive.

Table No. XV. gives the total imports and
exports of South Britain to and from the Britifh
Weft Indies for twelve years, diftinguithing:
each year, viz. from 1771 to 1782, both in-
clufive.

It is unneceffary to remark, that the value of the
imports and exports, which was calculated from
the Cuftom-houfe accounts, is not perfectly exact,
owing to well-known caufes ; but they are allowed
to be fufficiently accurate to anfwer, in general, the
important purpofes of comparifon between dif
tant periods, and of contraft between different
countries,

Th
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If we were to judge from common converfation,
or even from pariiamentary debate, during almoft
the laft twenty years*, we fhould be apt to deter-
mine, that we had no trade worthy of notice, ex-
cept that with the revolted Colonies. It was to
counterad the effets of thar error, (among other
purpofes) that the foregoing tables were formed ;
in order to convince the moft prejudiced, that
Great Britain does not depend alone on her com-
merce with the American States; and it will be a
pleafing obfervation to every unprejudiced mind,
that we have carried on an advantageous com-
merce with many other countries,

Thus it appears from the tables, that the ex-
ports to Ireland alone, eftimated by decennial
averages, have always exceeded thofe.to the
American States,

In the fame manner it appears, that the exports
evento Holland (if we may determine from fimilar
averages) have, during the late period of twenty
years (when it was o fathionable to make fi&itious
eatries for the Colonies at the Cuftorn Houfe) ex-
ceeded the exports to the now American States;
and thirty years ago, the firft were more than
double thofe of the latter.  Our trade to Holland

:has been by far the moft fteady, having varied

little during the current century, yielding us ge-

* When Eaft-India matters have been brought for-
ward, it was generally on different ground from that of
commerce. o

nerally
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nerally a balance of a million and a half yearly *,
till the late Dutch war, which breaking out fud-
denly, produced a confiderable effect on our ex-
ports in the year 1781, at the fame period the
imports inereafed very confiderably by prize
goods, and for the firft time during this century,
the imports_exceeded the exports of England.
In that yearjgthe latter decreafed near two millions
fterling ;- butdn the courfe of a year, other channels
for our exports were found 3 and in 1782, they in-
creafed to about the average annual exports of
the war. ¥

Our trade with Flanders has been very great,
and our cxports thither doubled withen tent
years. s

Our exports to Germany during all the fame
period, have exceeded thofe to therevolted pro-
vinces of America. It appears that our exporta-
tions to Holland, Flanders, and Germany, coun-
tries which were of no expence to us, amounted
in 1780, t0 3,904,7341. 15. 5d.

The trade with Ruffia, if to be judged of only by
the balance againft us, feems very unfavourable ;
and yet is a moft effential trade; the principal
articles being neceflary to our marine, and all of
any confequence except linens, are raw materials,
part of which is fent back to Ruffia manufactured,

* It is well known that Holland could not confume all
the articles fhe took from us, but carried them to Ger-
many, the Baltic, &c.

leaving
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leaving great advantage and profit. If we were
to judge by the fallacious rule of the apparent
balance, our commerce to fome of the American
States would feem alfo to be againft us; for the
balance in favour of Virginia, Maryland, North
and South Carolina, in feventy years, amounted
to above ten millions; but part of that apparent
balance was paid in flaves, which were fent by our
African traders to thofe colonies. dn the year
1769, there were imported into North America
6391 flaves, which being valued at gol. fterling
each, were worth 225,640l. Probably other
deductions could be made from thefe balances;
this article ~efpecially not appearing in our
Cuftom-houfe accounts as exports to- America,
being purchafed on the coaft of Africa with our
manufactures fent there.

Notwithftanding the balance of trade with our
Weft-India iflands feems confiderably more than
a million and a half in our disfavour, yet for the
fake of the navigation they occafion, few Englifh-
men wifh to relinquith thofe iflands, although we
re-export fo fmall a quantity of Weft-India ar-
ticles, compared with the importation. The iron,
&c. of Ruffia, the tobacco, rice, naval flores, &ci
of the fouthern Provinces, are returns more ad-
vantageous to us than bills of exchange, or fpecie;
they are more beneficial than the products of the
Weft Indies;  becaufe the latter are luxuries
moftly confumed among ourfelves, but the others
are abfolutely neceffary to our navigation and ma-

Qo9 nufatures,
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nufactures, furnifhing the means of farther profic:
able trade fo other parts, affording an advantage,
when taken in return inftead of money, employ-
ing our fhipping, paying freight, commiffion,
&ec. &c. and fupplying a confiderable part of the
trade to. Holland, Flanders, Gernany, &c. al-
ready proved to be very beneficials

The balance of trade with Dentnark and Nor-
wyay is in our favour; but the trade with Sweden,
and the Eaft Country, or Baltic; viz. Dantzick,
Riga, &c. is of the fame nature with that to
Ruffia, and the balance feems greatly againft us.
Our exports to Spain and Portugal have been
very great.

Qur trade to the Straits, indeed, has nmch
declined, and ‘alfo our trade to.Turkey ; but
whenever peace gives fecurity, it.appears there is
fill vigour left in the trade to. thofe parts; and
the gradual inereafe of. i, previons to the late
war, was very confiderable : though dormant, it
may revive with fpirit. . The trade to Africa has
doubled within twenty  years; which feems to
prove the advantages of . opening; that commerce.
The: increafe of the trade torand from the Eaft
and Weft Indies, has been greater in proportion
than the value of that to the American States,
yithin the laf chirey. years. The average im-
poits from the Eaft Indies, from 1760 to 1780,
is ‘about a millionrand an half, and our exports
thither about one smillion. '

I
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- 1t fhotld feem obvious how extremely impru®
dent it muft be to employ our commercial capital
in one branch of bufinefs alone, from the fame
reafoning as it muft prove ruinous to a tradel
man to confine his dealings to only one cuftomer:
In this cafe, the very exiftence of our manu-
fattures and our traffic might depend on a fingle
firoke, or on the events of one war. The late
affociations of the colonifts gave usia greater
alarm than the fubfequent breach with France;
and England had well nigh incurred the difgrace
" of becoming tributary to her dependencies, by
her fears for the lofs of her colonial commerce;
though the ftruggles of the laft war have hap-
pily fhewn, that her fears in this tefpect were
groundlefs, and that the threats of future affocia=
tions of a fimilar kind ought to be defpifed as im-
potent—Great Britain, notwithftanding all the
affociations againft her commerce, maintained an
expenfive war with the moft potent nations of
the world ; which evinced to all Europe the ftabi-
lity of her traffic, the folidity of her refources,
and the extent’sf her ftrengthy and fhewed at
the fame time, that while Britain has lefs to fear,
the nations which proveke her withéut a caufe
have much to dread.

Notwithftanding the imprudence or impolicy
in turning fo much of our commercial capital
into the channel of the Colonies, our foreign trade
has nearly' trebled fince the commencement of

Qo2 the
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the prefent century ; as appears from an infpec.
tion of the Tables.

Our profperity may be attributed to very dif-
ferent caufes than to the increafe of our Ameri,
can territories. - Our merchants became more in.

 telligent, they employed greater capitals, and

their wealth became greater, New manufactures
were introduced in proportion as our artificers
acquired greater fkill and diligence. . Monopolics
were abolithed, and freedom of trade was there-
by promoted, Parliamentary bounties and draw-
backs have enabled our traders to fend various
articles of an extenfive commerce with every ad-
vantage to foreign markets; but above all, that
judicious ftatute, which freed our exportation
from every duty, was alone equal to the produc.
rion of the gradual increafe of our traffic, and
the uncommen profperity of our commerce at
the time of th late revolt, had our colonies never
exifted. Let us not, therefore, facrifice folid
{enfe to groundlefs terrors, nor give up the wife
fyftem of our forefathers to the idle theories of
unexperienced men, or to the interefted projects
of American fpeculators, A wife nation ought
to prote@ equally every branch of trade, and
encourage many markets, without favouring or
overloading any, upon the fame principle as the
prudent merchant himfelf courts many correfpon-

dents, hecaufe he finds no friendfhip in trade.
No country can carry its trade beyond its
capital; and there is full fufficient op?orrunity for
cmPloy-
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employing ours, diminifhed# as it may be, with-
out facrificing our marine. The fyftem of facri-
ficing permanent interefts, from a temporary im-
patience to induce or cnable the Americans to
trade with us—The fyflem of courting them,
left their trade fhould take another turn, and of
treating the Navigation act as obfolete, impolitic
or ufelefs, cannot be attributed to any. thing but
ignorance, levity, or treachery, and it can hardly
be fuppofed will be longer tolerated; and when we
{fee American emiffaries and interefted perfons ac-
tive, we know the attention their attempts to de-
ceive deferves. - That memorable a¢t is known to
many, as far as a bare recolletion of the feveral
claufes will go; but few, very few indeed, have
taken the trouble to fit down, and ferioufly. con-
fider the many views to which it extends, and the
many parts it affects. Among thofe who pretend
to judge of it, there are few who can be prefumed
to have confidered commercial and navigation prin-
ciples info enlarged and extenfive a manner, as to
enable them to decide. This celebrated aét, which

* This is doubtful ; becaufc the balance of trade
during war, the riches from India, and the value of
prizes taken, may have overbalanced the foreign expences
during the war, and intereft of money paid to foreign-
ers, &e. Anincreafed national debt, and augmenta-
tion of taxes, require a greater quantity of fpecie in
the general circulation; but it is probable our ftock
for foreign trade js as great as ever; and that the mer-
chants have as great a quantity of the coin circulating
for that purpofe.

was
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was in part intended againft the Dugch, and has
entirely excluded them-frony being the carriersto.,
Great Britain, and from importing to us the goods
of any other European country, has not prevented
the trade betwen the two countrics. 'About the
year 1652, Cromwell, finding the Dutch were the
carriers of the produce of our Weft-India iflands;
and of Virginia in particular;, laid the foundation
of the Navigation ac by the'wifc regulations he in-
troduced. The refentment of the Dutch was as
greatas can be fuppofed ; but the trade, however;
with that country, became infinitely greater than
with any other, andhas continued fo, and to {uch
a degree, that in fome years the balance in out
favour, or excefs of exports over imports, has
amounted to near two millions fterling, and ge-
nerally to a million and a half from the year
1700 to 1780; the imports from Holland may
generally be averaged at rather lefs than half 2
million.

Comparatively with the number of our people
and extent of country, we are doomed almoft al-
ways to wage unequal war. The means. of raifing
feamen, on whom we are to depend in the day of
danger for defence, was the principal object of the
Navigation laws ; and it cannot be too often repeat-
ed, that it is-not poffible to be too jealous.on the
head of navigation, If our anceftors had not been
5, we thould not have had this a&, and confe~
quently not half the ﬂ*.if»ping we now have; and
this jealotfy fhould not be confounded with, that

1 i : towards
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towards neighbouring countries a5 to trade and
manufactures; nor is the latter jealoufy in many
inftances reafonable or well founded. Competi-
tion is ufeful, forcing our manufacturers to act fair-
ly, and to work reafonably. We have borrowed
moft manufactures from our neighbours, and im-
proved them. The difpofition of Parliament, and
of the country, is to encourage all manufactures
and ufeful undertakings, at leaft in their infaricy,
till ‘they are on a footing to take care of them-
felves; and when once well eftablithed, it is not
neceflary to facrifice other interefts of the eountry
to keep them up on narrow principles, if thofe
principles clath with great commercial views. It is
hurtful to force a manufaGure beyond reafon and
the natural circumftances of the country : we have
only a' certain capital to employ ; induftry wilt
find out the beft means of employing it.

Iis not with a thinly-inhabited, nor a poor couns
try, that a great commerce can be carried 'on:
The miferable policy, or rather Jjealoufy, of Bri-
tain and France, in refpect to each other, is moft
firiking. France began the illjudged fyftem of
prohibiting our manufaGures; dnd at prefent the
trade between two of the moft enlightened, moft
liberal, and richeft nations that cver exifted, is
more trifling than the trade * between many of the

* Except the fmuggling trade from France, which has
been very confiderable, and greatly in her favour; but
Proper checks-to fmuggling may reduce it to.an equali-
y at leaft,
> petty
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petty nations. We think it neceffary to call France
our natural enemy; if we muft have a natural
enemy, fortunately we “have for fuch a moft
civilized, gallant, and generous nation. No-
thing can, however, be more unnatural than war
between Britain and Spain as nations; but it is not
the interefts of nations that decide in thefe matters,
but the caprice of princes, minifters, or miftrefles,
and not uncommonly the ftill more vile influence
of money; but when it is thought proper we
fhould be at peace, we might furely trade with
them on principles advantageous to all parties. A
Jealoufy of commerce between Spain and Great Bri-
tain is ftill more abfurd, as the products and the
ftate of the two countrics interfere lefs with each
other. Britain has been amufed by a treaty with
Portugal, the utility of which at leaft is become
difputable. Our exports. to that country are Tefs
than one half of what they were twenty years ago;
and the commercial condué of that country to-
wars us has occafionally tended to exonerate us
from the treaty. However, in the mean time, the
people of England are fentenced, in favour of that
country, to drink her coarfe wines, inftead of the
pleafant and lefs-hurtful light wines of France, and
to pay between 2 and 300,000l annually more than
we fhould pay for the fame quantity of wine from
France*. The exchange of our manufatures of

2 iron

* We import above 12,000 tons of Portugal wines
yearly, the prime coft of Fronch wines is about 20l
per
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dron and fteel, and earthen ware, for the wines of
France would be advantageous to both countries ;
and

per ton cheaper than that of Portugal. The wines of the
fouthern provinces of France are much improved ; they
are of “a ftronger body than claret, but of the fame na-
ture.  In Languedoc good wine may be *had at 61, per
pipe, of two hogfheads, or 12l. per ton. If the duties
on French wines were not heavier than on Portugueze,
the prime coft of the latter would be reduced very cone
fiderably.

From Portugal and Madeira we import about 25,000
pipes yearly, which, at 171 per pipe paid to Portugal,
freight not being included, amounts to 42,0001, This
exceeds the whole imports from the Portugueze domie
nions about 5o,000l. according to the Cuftom-houfe
accounts, notwithftanding fruit, oil, fome articles for
dying, and other articles are imported from thence as
well as wine.  Our annual exports to Portugal have di-
minifhed 623,2431. in twenty years, viz. from 1760 to
17803 and in ten years they have decreafed above
200,000l. yearly. We export thither confiderable
quantities of filks, hats, fockings, &c. befides woollens,
The decreafe in our exports to Portugal is probably in
the article of woollens ; but how it happens merits en~
quiry, as no country can afford fo cheap as we can, the
baize, and other common articles of woollens, which
Portugal confumes or re-exports to her fettlements.
The woollens which fhe takes from us are fent almoft
entirely from the north of England. We have not the
monopoly of the Portugueze market for woollens 3 the
Dutch alfo are allowed to import them; and although
French woollens are prohibited, they are introduced

Pp under
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and other interchanges we could propofe, might
make it pot defirable or neceffary for her to force
a competition in certain articles. Various other

inter-

under the appearance of Dutch. Portugal has given
the advantage to the linens of France. They pay lower
dutics than formerly, cfpecially. the brown linens of
Brittany.

Cottons from Britain are ftriély prohibited in Portu-
gal. Ttis faid Portugal confumes from 8o 0 100,000
quintals of fifh from the American fifherics, at 15s. per
quintal, freight included; but that a much greater
quantity arrives there ;. that the Portugueze often buy
this article to re-export, and a great number of fhips
ficft touch at Lifbon, and if they do not find a good
market there, they go to other ports, and up the
Straits.  On an average of eleven years, viz. from
1770 to 1780, both inclufive, the annual imports into
Scotland from Portugal were, in value, 16,391l The
exports at the fame period from Scotland to that coun-
try, were only 1152l yearly. Altbough the Portugueze
at the time of making the treaty of 1703, objeéted 10
the entry of Irifh woollens as Englifh, there feems no
rational ground for their refufing it at prefent. It
might be the policy of England, but the competition at
the Portugueze market would be advantageous to the
latter by lowering the price. Only camblets are ad-
mitted from Ireland into Portugal, and they were al-
Jowed before the Methuen treaty, - The principal ex-
port from Ircland to Portugal is butter.  The con-
fumption of Portugal wine in Ireland is greatly in-
ereafed the laft twenty years; and the confumption of
French wines has decreafed more than yroponionally-

Wines
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intercourfe might be advantageoufly recommended,
not now neceflary to fpecify# The ftate of Britifh
manufa&ures, the enlightened and fuperior cha-
racter of our merchants above all others, their

great
Wines imported into IRELAND,
French. Portugal.
Tuns, Hhds. Tuns,. Hhds,

1764 3,62 ¢ 2 923 2
1765 4,968 3 1,448 1
1766 4,536 o 1,402 3
1767 4,189 1 1,494 2
1780 1,683 1 2,099 3
1781 2,783 2 2,158 2
LRI e 6857 2
1783 1,588 o 2,014 b

Ireland, expeing the fame advantages in the Portu~
g2l trade as Britain, gives the wines of Portugal that
advantage over the wines of France in the impofition of
duties, which is deferibed in the treaty of 1703. Upon
the whole trade with Portugal, the balance is in favour
of Ireland about 6o,c00l. Portugal could not get pro-
vifions and butter fo cheap or fo good from any country
as from Ireland ; yet fhe gives the preference to French
linens, and does not favour Ireland in any article, orfupply
any that the latter could not get clfewhere as good, ex«
cept falt, from whicly Portugal derives wealth and re-
venue, the duties on the export being above 5o per
cent. of the value. Itappears then, that we have no.
monopoly in Portugal, notwithftanding the advantages

. Popia given
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great capn‘al fpirit, and enterprize, give us fuch
advantages, that we fhould perhaps have little to
fear
given her in the article of wine in the Britifh iflands.
It may not fuit her policy or intereft to maintain or give
2 monopoly, nor fhould we defire it, that being the cafe.
The countries fhould put each other on the footing of
the moft favoured nation; we fhould lofe little or no
advantage that we have at prefent, and there would be
nothing to interefere with a commercial arrangement
with France on our part. If Portugal fhould be fo per-
verfe, fo ill advifed, as to prohibit our woollens in cafe
French wines fhould be put on the fame footing by us
as thofe of Portugal, the prohibition of her wines in
our dominions would be ruinous to her. No other
country would take her wines; but our woollens,
which could not be fupplied elfewhere, at leaft fo good
or fo cheap, would find their way into her dominions
through the Dutch or other channels. If the wines of
France and Portugal were put on an equal footing in
_ Britain, habit would keep up a great demand for the
wines of the latter, in preference to the light wines of
the former.

The article of wine fliould not be difmiffed without
obferving, that although England is not fuppofed to be
a great wine country, it is probable fhe makes more than
the imports. The Englifh have fucceeded in moft ma-
nufactures; and as to quantity, they have not failed in
the manufa@ure of wine; but her imitations being
charged to the confumer as high as the foreign wines
themfelves, they merit an excife, efpecially as cyder,
which is the only liquid, except water, that does not pay
heavy taxes, is the principal ingredient, particularly in
Englifh port. ki
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fear from opening the ports of Britain gradually,
not fuddenly, to all the manufactures of France and
Spain,

The following comparative view of the importation of
Wines from Chriftmas, 1766, to Chriftmas, 1770,
and from Chriftmas, 1778, to Chriftmas, 1782,

fhews the decreafe in the importation, and the lofs
arifing to the Revenue :

Apparent lofs
of duty by the
Wines import- | Wines import- tecreafe of im-
e from Chrift-{ ed. from Chritt- | Decreafe [portation,  tho®
nas, 1766, to|mas, 1778, to]  of leven caleulated

| Chrittmas, | Chritmas, | importa= e e old rates
1770 1782, tion.  [of the firft four
years.

Tuns. Tuns. Tuns; I

Portugal | 52607 46260 6347 | 185371
Spanith 16690 8008 8682 | 250754
French 1914 15730 b\ a4n [ 2251

Rhenith 720 p 529 191 5754

71931 56370 | 15561 | 474391

And as the increafe of revenue, by the ad-|
ditional duty in the laft four years, ap-
pears by the Report of the Revenue
Committee to be more. than - 407161

It clearly appears, that the general revenue f;
upon the article was not fo great in the
laft four years'as it was from Chriftmas,
1766, to Chriftmas, 1770, by the fum of | 66230

2 The
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Spain, and indeed of all nations, on condition
that they fhall open theirs to ours*.

The revenue fuffers a lofs of about 35,000l annually
from the abfurd difference of duties, viz. 41. on im-
“portation of wines into London and the out-ports.

About forty years ago, the import of wines into the
port of London nearly doubled the quantity imported
into the out-ports, but latterly the out-ports have
imported more than London,

* There is no article of confequence in which it imme-
diately occurs, that the doétrine is more objectionable
than in linens and fail-cloth. It is the bounty allowed,
which enables much of our coarfe linen to go to market,
in competition with foreignlinens; yet it feems a manu-
falure perfe@ly natural to our country : and furely by
the help of machines, which might be introduced in
fome degree in this; as they are in other manufactures,
the price might be reduced as low as foreign linens.
But it ought to be underftood, that as to the admiffion
of all foreign manufactures, they fhould enter liable te
duties equal to any taxes that are on fimilar articles, o
on the raw materials of which they are made here. The
fyftem is only fuppofed to extend to manufaures, and
ot to the introdution of foreign plantation produces;
and it cannot be fuppofed, foreign corn of any kind
Thould be admitted in competition with the produce of
our own-{oil, Joaded as it is with {o many taxes. Agri-
culture would foon ceafe in this country, if the corn of
another country, where labour is low and taxes few,
was at all times to be admitted,

The
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The navigation principles laid down in this
work have been faid to be narrow; but they
come from one who thinks the above doctrine
may be maintained, and with more argument
than perhaps at firft occurs to inconfiderate pre-
judice. It is, however, a fpeculation of the ut-
moft confequence, and not to be adopted in prac~
tice, but after mature deliberation.

It may be objeéted, that although it be necef-
fary to prohibit any nation from trading with
our Colonies, why not extend the liberal princi-
ples above ftated refpeing commerce, to the
narrow policy of the act of Navigation in refpect
to Europe—that the afcendancy Britain has at-
tained, would give her the advantage in the car-
rying trade, as well as in all others—that the thip-
ping of Britain, foftered and brought to maturity
by the Navigarion aé, is now equal toa competi~
tion with the Dutch— that Britain would acquire
part of the carrying trade of France and of other
countries—that notwithftanding the gencral opi-
nion to the contrary, fhip building is cheaper in
Britain than in Holland—that the price of labour
is lower in Britain, and many of the materials are
on the fpot—that an Englith fhip carpenter will
do his bufinefs in two thirds of the time the Dutch-
man will require—that Englifh fhipping is fitted
out and navigated cheaper and with more expedie
tion—that the fhipping of Britain is better~the
mafters of fhips more intelligent and active=and
the failors moke expert i—tHat there is great confl-

. dence
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dence in Englifhmen—infurance on both thip and
cargo in Epglifh vefels is of courfe lower than in
the fhipping of any other nation—Englith fhip-
ping having as much advantage over the Dutch,
as the latter has over the fhipping of Norway, Swe-
den, and the Baltic, in point of charatter and
nfurance, and the Dutch have this advantage over
the north, notwithftanding the country on the
Baltic builds cheaper than any other in the
world—and finally, Britain is in fo different a fitua-
tion from that fhe was in at the time of making
the navigation laws, that the circumftance of the
Dutch being the carriers for England at that time,
eannot now be received as an objection.—Though
fome of thefe circumftances may be doubted, yet
admitting the truth of the facts,*it may be an-
fwered, that England has'never attempted to avail
herfelf of half the carrying trade fhe might have
had—that the keeping fhips for freight, not being
the moft ‘profitable branch of trade, it is necef-
fary, for the fake of our marine, to force or encou-
rage it, by exclufive advantages—that thofe, at
Teaft, who fancy we cannot carry on our own Weft-
Indiatrade, willnot fuppofe, if France*fhould agree
to let us partake with the Dutch in her carrying

* The facrifice of the Navigation a& would be no ad-
vantage to France, except the eventual deftrution of
our marine : {he has not {hipping or feamen to carry on
her own trade—Admitting our fhipping, in competition *
with the Dutch, might fo far be advantageous to her, 28
it would lower the price fhe pays for freight,

trade,
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trade, that we thould much interferetvith the latter
—that the Dutch are content with a much fmaller
profit than we are—that they have not the oppor-
tunity of fuch variety of commerce as we have.—
That we have not capiral for every thing, and that
if the great encouragement held out to Britith thip-
ping by the Navigation at thould be done away,
we fhould undoubtedly have much lefs thipping,
and the cheaper thipping of the Baltic and the
American States would be introduced, and a faf-
ficiency of fhipwrights and feamen would not be
found in Britain on the day of danger. It may
alfo be admitted, that in point of commerce it is
clear, that the eafier the means of exchange of
commodities the better ; that if foreigners find it
more convenient to carry in their own thips what
we want, we have a chance of buying cheaper ;
and by tempting the free arrival of all f’orcign
thips into our ports, we facilitate their taking out
our commoditics. But the great obje@ of the
Navigation act is naval “ftrength 3 it therefore
facrifices  thefe  commercial {peculations ' to
ftrengthen our marine 3 and in anfwer to thofe
who would rifk our naval power in attempts to
enlarge our commerce, furely it thould be fuffi-
cient to fay, we have, without fuch hazaid, an-
epportunity of more trade tham our capital can
poffibly fupport, and that it is well worthy con-
fideration, whether we havé not engaged by far
too great a proportion of our capital in foreigm
trade, 'to the great detriment of other important
Q= g - natjonal
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national concerns, and particularly of the moft
important of all, namely, agriculture, which at
this moment languifhes in a great degree by the
fcarcity of money 5 it would be found on invefti-
‘gation, that mot one half the money is employed
in it that fhould be; and that in many parts,
the farms are by no means properly frocked or
cultivated. It is alfo well known, that the price of
land has fallen nearly one third within eight or
nine years. ~Putting out of the queftion the cla-
mours of interefted perfons, the Navigation a&
can have no efiemies but thofe who, fuppofing it
merely commercial, do not obferve its objec is
naval firengths Although it is at leaft doubtful;
whether our capital can carry us farther in foreign
trade, or whether it is prudent to employ more

" of it atprefent in that way, yet, admitting both,

and that England, by repealing the Navigation
ac, might become a country of opulent mer-
chants for a sime, (if riches are our only obje&)
we fhould foon find ourfelves unequal to defend
our trade—the French and Spaniards would not
be content to look into. Plymouth, but would
foon take pofleffion of the Thames—we fhould
find -ourfelves; like the Dutch, rich'perhaps, 15
mdwxduals, but weak asa ftate, and wanting the
only propér defeice of theifland, and of trade
natidnial feamen. . In'the end we fhould depend
on forexgnerg;who would exa for freight what
they pIEafed No man who has thought on the
fubje&, can doubt that.it is -through: the ope-

4. zation
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nation of the Navigation act; any number of fea.
men are employed by us during peace *, -

Had the ‘government of James: L and of
Charles I.:been fo wife; and the {pirit of their
times been {o tolerant, as ‘to have given the Pu-
ritans. no caufe for emigration : had America
been fettled by any other nation, it is more than
probable that Great Britain had been more popu~
lous and powerful ; that her taxes had been much
lighter, and her debt much lefs. Had the emi-
grants been retained at home, whofe progeny now
form a people of nearly two millions, in a climate
no ways fuperior, and in moft parts inferior, to
that of Britain and Ireland : had the lands at home,
which ftill continue wafte 4+, been given them on
condition of cultivation, and hounties been added
to encourage new produéts of. agriculture ; had
they been planted on the banks of our rivers and
our bays, with a view to fitheries 3 they. would

* Yet, with folittle refpe@t has the Navigation act
Iately et, that although all Governors of Colonics are
particularly fworn to enforce it, yet fome of the Gover-
nors of the Weft-India iflands haye even boafted of dif-
penfing with that a& in favour of the Americans, fub-
fequent to the peace. No King of England, or Mini-
fter, fince the Revolution, has ventured to do'the like.

. 1 The growth of timber, the inclofure and culture
of commons, heaths, and other wafte lands, fhould
now B enforced by onie general fiatute, and. encon
faged by preminms : a tax on pleafure or wafte grounds
Would pay the expence, s s
‘ q 2 have
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have increafed the pcople, and augmented the
opulence ‘of Great Britain, in the fame propor-
tion as the Colonifts have for many years formed
a balance to our population, and to our power.
Nothing can be more impolitic, at leaft in a com-
mercial nation, than a fondnefs for foreign domi-
nions, and a propenfity to encourage diftant colo-
nization, rather than to promote domeftic induftry
and population at home. The internal trade of
Great Britain is much greater than its external
commerce. The beft cuftomers of the manufac-
turers of Britain, are the people of Britain. Every
emigrant confequently, from being the beft cuf-
tomer, becomes the worft; and from being a fol-
dier or a failor, who may be brought forward on
the day of danger, ceafes to be of fervice to the-
State in any fhape. Let confiderations of advan-
tage and protection hereafter go hand in hand to-
gether. In moft cafes, the expence of protection
and civil government is much. greater than the
prevention of competition is worth ; a prevemion
which is very feldom complete. The fuperior
ftate of Britifh manufa€tures in general does not
require-other means of monopoly than what their
fuperiority and cheapnefs will give, If we have
not purchafed our experience fufficiently dear,
Ter us derive a leffon of wifdom from the misfor-
tunes of other nations, who, like us, purfued the
phantom of foreign conqueft and diftant coloniza-
tion, and who, in the end, found themfelves lefs
populous, opulent, and powerful. » By the war of

17391
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1739, which may be truly called an American
. conteft, we incurred a debt of -

upwardsof - - - - - - £.31,000,000
By the war of 1755, we incurred
a farther debt of - - - ~ - 71,500,000

And by the war of the Revolt,
we have added to both thofe
debts nearly - - -~ - = 100,000,000

£-202,500,000
And thus have we expended a larger fum in de-
fending and retaining our Colonies, than the va-.
lue of all the merchandife which we have ever
fent them : we have, in a great meafure, dif-
burfed this enormous fum, to fecure the poflel-
fion of a country which yielded us no revenue,
and whofe commerce called for but 1,655,9021.
of the manufactures of Britain, taking the ave-
rage of four years, from 1767 to 1770 ; fo egre-
gious has our impolicy been in rearing colonifls
for the fake of their cuftom. It anfwers, how-
ever, no good purpofe to reflect any farther on
paft errors, than to render us more wife for the
future.

‘We, however, have gone great lengths through
returning good-will to them, or rather through
an eagernefs, not in every refpect judicious, to
engage their commerce : the proclamations for
opening the intercourfe with the American States
prove it. * But it is curious to obferve fo many
among us ignorantly or mahcmuﬂy reprefenting
thofe

VVA.BHSC



02 APPENDIX.

thofe proclamations as reftraining the intercourfe
and commerce between the American States and
Britain. Whatever reftri€tions exift, are not
new, but arife from fundamental principles of all
colonization, and of courfe take place. The pro-
clamations are, nothing more or lefs, relaxations
of our commercial principles, and of the Navi-
gation act, extremely in favour of the American
States. Some of the regulations eftablithed by
thofe proclamations relative to tobacco and rice,
and fome other articles, are very proper, and are
founded on good principles ; but in other parts
the proclamations are very reprehenfible. The
allowing tobacco, rice, turpentine, -tar, pitch,
#ec. to enter the Britifh ports in American bot-
toms, on the fame footing as if in Britifh bot-
toms, is an extraordinary relaxation of the Navi-
gation a&, and encourages a competition with
Britith fhipping : even if it were not hurtful,
it is unneceffary, as the provinces of Virginia,
Maryland, the Carolinas, and Georgia, that pro-
duce thofe articles, have now no fhipping, they
would be little anxious to prefer the fhipping of
the northern States. But this relaxation of the
Navigation aét encourages them to build fhipping
to vie with ours. 'To fuffer thofe articles to come
in Britith bottoms on the fame terms as if belong-
ing to Britith fubjecs, and free of all duties, is
proper, and tends, with other circumflances, to
make Britain a mart, to a confiderable degree, for
tobacco and rice, and it gives the fouthern States

2 mono-
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2 monopoly of our market for thofe articles, by
fuffering them to enter duty free. But in Ame-
rican bottoms, thofe articles, and all other Ame-
rican commodities, fhould enter on the fame
footing as the Navigation a& requires, and as the
«commodities of all other countries enter. For
the fake of encouraging another market in com-
petition with the north of Europe, for tar, pitch,
“end turpentine, it will be furely fufficient to al-
dow thofe bulky articles to be imported in Britith
bottoms duty free. It will give America a great
advantage over thofe articles cam{ng from other
foreign countries.

It will be proper policy to continue the bounties
on naval flores from Nova Scotia, St. John’s, and
Canada, which will be able to fend the beft mafts,
yards, and bowfprits; and there is reafon to expe
that thefe colonies will, with proper attention,
even produce turpentine, as it has been already
thewn, that that neceflary article has been lately
imported from the northern climate of Archan-
gel, from whence it was litele expected. Thefe
and furs will be the prineipal articles of export
from thofe provinces of Britain, But it will be 2
great difcouragement to them, and to the Loyalifts
now fettling there, to fuffer the fame articles to
come in American bottoms, on the fame terms
from the American States, who have ‘their par-
ticular ftaples that Nova Scotia and Canada have
not.

Advan-
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‘ Adyantages which cannot be hereafter allowed
o the American States, {hould not now be held out
to them. The withdrawing of them will produce
jealoufy and illowill. This is the moment for
eftablifhing the principle on which we are to act.
We muft maintain our prefent ftrong ground ;
we cannot poffibly be on better. If we begin to
change, we know not what we do or where to flop.
Relax the navigation laws, and the Americans will
defpife and infult us. If we are wife—if we keep
our prefent ground, it muft always be the fituation
of America to court us, (fhould courting be ne-
ecffary) not we them. It is repeated, that no.con-
ceffion which can poffibly be avoided, fhould be
ot tnade. It is ufelefs, and may be mifchievous
Thereafter; and no doétrine can be more abfurd to-
swards the States, than what is often declared, that
they muft ot expect the temporary arrangements
and advantages now held out to them, fhould, be
always continued. They will foon tell you, that you
led them into the expence of fhip building ;
and juft as the fhips were ready, you took away
the beft opportunity of employing them.

But the topic of the proclamations muft not be
concluded without obferving, that we fhall prove
ourfelves a contemptible nation indeed, and that
we have not among our Minifters a man fit to be
called aStatefman, if weareto be borne down by oc-
cafional and interefted clamours, which are eafily
raifed, or muft fubmit to whatever American Com-
mirtees may tequire of us. We have nothing to
: expett
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expect from them but an attention to their own
interefts, to which alone they, like every other na-
tion, have ever attended. The expectation of more
would have been vain if we had parted the beft
friends 5 and Britain thould only fmile, when fhe
hears interefted partizans or political emiffaries
threaten the renewal of affociations and commit~
tees. The American States will foon difcover,
that every expence they throw on European manu-
fattures will fall only on themfelves.

But that we fhould give up thip building to the
Americans to enable them to purchafe cur goods,
is the moft wild of all extravagancies. Yet there
are numbers (fome of them it is to be hoped from
ignorance) who have encouraged that vain expec-
tation. It has moreover been afferted (with what
foundation or propriety need not be remarked)
that, unlefs we fuffer American-built thips, when
purchafed by Britith fubjecs, to be confidered ag
Britifh-built thips, the Americans will not be able
to pay for our manufatures, and that it would
be very advantageous to our merchants to pur-
chafe fhipping as cheap as poffible. ~ The argu-
ments againft thefe dangerous propofals are {6 obs
Vious to every one who has confidered the fubject,
that it feems almoft unneceffary to ftate them.
Ship-building, to a nation which depends on thips
for its exiftence, is undoubtedly a manufacture the
moft neceflary, dnd perhaps the only one of which
we need be peculiarly jealous. It is a manufac-
ture which employs as many different kinds of ar-

Rr tificers
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tificers as any other : the equipping a fhip requires
numberlefs articles; nor is it merely the fhip.
wright alone who is employed, but the fail-cloth
maker, the rope-maker, the fmith, the rigger,
and many others. 'The giving conftant employ.
ment to fuch artificers, and thereby preferving
this moft neceffary bufinefs among ourfelves, is to
enfure the command of thofe artificers, whena
fudden emergency requires a great fleet to be
fitted out. 'The admiffion of woollens, or any
manufacture whatever, into this country, would
not hurt us half {o much.

As the treaties made with France and Holland
prohibit the Americans from putting Great
Britain on a better footing than any other forcign
nation, it would be folly-in the extreme to lavify
away any privilege to the American States, which
they deny this country. A regardto every maxim
of found policy, by which Great Britain has
flourifhed, a regard to the improvement of our
marine and the increafe of our carrying trade, an
attention to the intereft of the Britifh merchant,
and a debt of juftice to the Colonies that yet te-
main to us, with numberlefs other confiderations
founded on the experience of ages, point out the
abfolute neceffity of maintaining in the fulleft ex-
tentour navigation laws, as the bafis of that fyftem
which, is to preferve to Great Britain her trade,
her manufactures, her power and confequence 23
a, maritime nation.” For obtaining thefe advan-
tages, the firft objeét is a facred and {erupulous

attention
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attention to the building and navigating our thips.
If a bounty is neceffary, and fhould be allowed on
the importation of timber and plank from Canada
and our other colonies, the bufinefs of fhip build-
ing may be carried on with great advantage in
Britain, and our artificers will be employed and
kept at home. In confequence of the fhipping
of the American States being no longer deemed
Britith, the numerous bodies that were raifed and
employed, during the war, in building and equip-
ping thips, inftead of being idle, famifhed, and
riotous, as on the conclufion of former wars, are
now all employed; and there is more work for
them than they can perform. Do the wild advo-
cates for imaginary Weft-Indian advantages with
to colle& round their houfes ftarving mobs of
thefe' now ufeful and induftrious men ?

In navigating our fhips alfo a cautious atten-
tion fhould be paid to the privileges of the Britith
feamen, and a proper difcrimination made. It
will attach them to their native country, and thew
them the fuperiour advantages they enjoy as
Englifh fubjeés. In this view, every citizen of
the American States muft be confidered as a
foreigner, and difcouraged from continuing in the
employment of the Britith merchant, that they
may not pre-oceupy the rights of our own’ fea-
men, who riiay want the fame employment. This
attention fhould particularly extend to our
fiflierics, in' which no actual citizen of America
fhould be employed to the exclufion of the fub-

Rra S5 jeéts
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jects of Great Britain; nor ought we to be afraid
of adopting a meafure of this kind under the
apprehenfion of offending America. 'We can
receive no injury in any refpet; as the fyftem of
that country is to withhold every fort of preference
from Great Britain, Every poffible regulation
applicable to the prefent ftate of Britain, that can
have a tendency to increafe our fhipping and im-
prove our carrying trade, ought to be adopted
by the Legiflature, ~ Every meafure that may
hazard its difcouragement, fhould be cautioufly
avoided #, ;

Speculative ideas and untried projects are dan
gerous. While it continues to be the policy of
European nations to regulate their commerce, and
to adhere to ancient rules, it would be madnefsin
ws to alter any part of that fyftem, by which the
marine of England has been raifed to its prefent
height, and by which her commerce and manu:
fattures have furpaffed thofe of every other
country. .

Ports of entrepot in Great Britain for lodging
American produce for a market, free of all
charges but thofe merely unavoidable, would cer:
tainly improve our carrying trade; but it would
be dangerous to adopt the idea of ftaple ports or
free ports in any of the diftant dominions of the
Crown, Nothing fhould be done to court the

# For fuller obfervations on this fubject, fee the
article ¢ Ships built for fale,”
! < attention
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ateention of forcigners to participate a trade of
which our fuperiour fkill in manufacture, our ca-
pitals as merchants, onr fpirit of enterprize, and
many other circumftances applicable to our fitua-
tion, has, in amanner, fecured to us a monopoly.
For if .we are confiftent, and underftand our own
fituation, as great a fhare of the American trade
is ftill in the power of Great Britain, as is con-
fiftent with her intereft, and this too upon princi-
ples, which will render it more fecure than vo-
Tumes of treaties, namely‘thofe incitements which
arife from mutual convenience and mutual inte-
reft; but above all, upon the fcore of intereft
alone, the merchandize of Great Britain muft
ever be preferred in America. But the encou-
raging of the American States to build thips for
us, is holding out a premium for the emigration
of our fhipwrights, together with the various

" induftrious clafles conneéted with fhip building,
to the country, where timber and iron abound,
and where confequently fhip building may be
carried on ta the greateft advantage.

Tt was this confideration which, before the war,
induced our merchants tradfng to America, too
often to fend over their captains and other mana-
gers to build and equip fhips in the American
ports, particularly in New England, and who
thereby gave employment to our rivals, for furcly.
they were fuch in this bufinefs, rather than to the
ufeful men) that carried on and proteéted their
trade during peace and war, Nor fhould we for-
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bear to obfetve, that American fhip carpefiters and
failors ¥, being exempt from the prefs, feldom
entered into the public fervice. It was owing to
our impolicy in this refpe, that of all our manu.
faGurers, the clafles connected with thip b\zilding
emigrated in the greateft numbers. There is the
fame reafon to allow the Dutch to build thips for
us, in order to enable them to pay for our manu-
fagtures. The Americans and Dutch are now
equally foreigners ; the latter paid us a greater ba~
lance, which they were enabled to do by their
circuitous commerce. ~ To the Dutch we owe
greater commercial benefits, becaufe we have
always gained much more by the trade with them;
and the fame  unreafonable pretenfion might
equally be fet up by the numerous people who
build fhips on the thores of the Baltic ; who may
equally fay, they are unable to pay for our manu-
factures without it. It is furely no fmall advan-
tage which we have gained by the difimember-
mentof the empire, that we have recovered that
moft important branch of bufinefs, which we, in
great meafure, formerly gave up by the ack, which
declared; that plantation-built thips fhould be
deemed Britith. It may be a queftion, whether
the advantage of holding Canada and Nova Scotia,
may 1ot in a great degree, be balanced by the

* America, inftead of fupplying Britain with failors,
was, on the contrary, aconftant drain. OQur feamen
deferted. for higher wages,. and, in. the. end, fettled
there, :

operatlon
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operation of that ac with regard to fhipping. It
may not, indeed, be ¢xpedient to revoke that im-
politic privilege, for which, however, it would
be worth while to give almoft any other advan-
tage ; but we ought not furely to extend it to
ftrangers and rivals. If any thing like policy is
preferved in this nation, we thall have thip-
building in every port and creek of Britain and
Ireland, by the encouragement which we ought
to give to every fithery, and to every art con-
nected with navigation, In the end it would,
with other advantages, give a command of trade,
the only fort of monoply to be defired, except
that which the Navigation a& gives. It would
fecure to us the commerce of the world, the only
dominion to which we thould afpire.

It has lately been confidently afferted, that
Britith fhips have rifen fo much in their price,
that it is neceflary, to the carrying onof our com-
merce, to permit the purchafe of American fhips,
by ftill allowing the latter the privilege of Britifh-
built fhips. It is allowed there muft be a rife in
the value of hips during every war, owing to. the
increafed demand for privateers, tranfports, &c.
but it is equally true, that they conftantly. fall in
value on the return of peace. Itis a well-known
faf, that this has now happened, and that the
Thames was lately covered with fhips, which. lay
at the wharfs for want of purchafers or freights:
The government too is daily augmenting the
numbers, by offering fhips to fale, and difcharg-
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ing a ftill greater number from employmemt,
‘What madnefs then would it be either to admit
American fhips to participate with us in our
carrying trade, or to allow them to be fold as
Britith !

This country has now had an opportunity of
examining the queftion relative to the opening
fll farther the ports of the Weft Indies to the
American States, by admitting their thips; and it
can hardly be fuppofed, that any man, becaufe he
has-committed. himfelf on that fubject, or becaufe
he may wifh to retain or filence fome clamorous
individuals, will rifk a meafure fo entirely fubver=
five of the act of Navigation, even if it were feri-
oufly his own opinion, upon diligent examination
of this great queftion. If he fhould, his delufion
will amount to that degree of infatuation which
hurries on the devoted to their deftruction. = Such
a fyftem, founded as it is in impolicy, certainly
could not laft.  The evil confequence would foon
flare every man in the face. And the people of
England would demand the neceffary change -in
fuch language, as would mark in the firongeft

* chara@ers their difapprdbation of fuch a meafure,
and their want of confidence in fuch as fhould
advife it ; for it was a principle interwoven into
the original fyftem of our American colonization,
to oblige the plantations to fend their produce to
the markets of Great Britain, and to receive their
European fupplies from the mother country alone.
The long Parligment, Cromwell’s, and the Refto-
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ration Parliament, improved and enforced the pru~
dent policy of James the Firft, and Charles the
Firft, who fettled our Colonies ; and a great ob-
ject of the a& of Navigation was to prohibit any
nation from trading with our Colonies, or our
Colonies from trading with foreigners ; but if we
admit the Americans, who are now aliens, to
trade direcly in their own thips with our Weft-
India iflands, we facrifice the policy of that a&,
which was naval firength ; and it would be much
wifer to declare them at once independent, be-
caufe then we fhould enjoy the moft beneficial
part of their commerce, without being put to the
enormous and ruinous charge of their defence *.

By

* There is nothing to be lamented more than the
prodigious fums which have been fpent on fugar planta.
tions by Britifh fubjecs; (ruinous it has been to many
of them.) The mifchief is great which has arifen to
us at home, in agriculture as well as in various other
ways, from the expenditure of fuch immenfe fums in
the fettling thofe iflands; fums which, if laid out at
home, would have been much more beneficial to the
country, and we fhould bave now felt much lefs fe-
verely the fearcity of money. Some of the Weft-India
advocates venture to ftate thofe fums at fixty millions 5
fo much the worfe for Britain; and it is to be hoped
that, as a nation, we {hall have fenfe enough to relin=
quith the whole, or that we fhall lofe the iflands the
next war, if the great advantage of Colonies, the fup-
Ply of them, is to be given up. If the monopoly is
not maintained on one fide, it cannot be claimed on

S : the
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By fuffering the entry of American veflcls, even
of limited tonnage, into thofe iflands, other Weft-
India produce, befides rum, would undoubtedly
be carried away by them, and we fhould not only
ruin our marine, but deprive ourfelves of the
chance, however fmall it may be, of having, at
any future time, Weft-India commodities at any
other price than that which all other countries
may refufe. We could not expect longer to ex-
port fugar from this country. The Britith domi-
nions are as much entitled to the monopoly of the
markets of the Britifh Weft Indies, as the latter
are entitled to thofe of the former ; and whenever
that monopoly is given up, it will be the higheft
abfurdity not to open all the Britifh ports to

the other. Our ports fhould be opened to the raw fu-
gars of all countries, efpecially if imported in Britifh
fhipping. The cheapnefs of the article will make the
prefent bounty on refined fugar operate ftrongly, and
we fhall be able to fend abroad, inftead of a fmall quan-
tity, great quantitics of the latter. Not only rice and
tobacco might be encouraged in Africa and other parts,
but alfo fugars, Markets will multiply, and the price
be reduced, If Britain fhould open her market for fo-
rcign fugars, fhe might raife her duties on them, and
probably have that article 20 or 3o per cent, cheaper
than from her own Colonies, But all this is only ftated
a5 to be purfued, when the difadvantages of Colonics
are not counterbalanced by the advantages to our ma-
rine, manufaures, and agriculture, through the mo-
nopoly of their fupply; and this cannct be too often
repented, F

forcign
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foreign raw fugars, It muk be obvious to every
man, what opportunitics to {fmuggling will be
given by any partial opening of the Weft-India
trade ;' but if we are to break through all colonial
principles, why not open our Weft-India ports to
other nations as well as the Americans ? There is
much more argument in favour of opening them
to the Spaniards, who would bring their cafh,
their raw hides, their excellent tobacco, cocoa,
&c. as well as lumber, if wanted, to exchange
for our dry goods. The Americans have no more
pretenfions to go to our Weft-India than to our
Faft-India fettlements ; yet the latter would be
thought a very extraordinary claim, even by thofe
who are ready to give way to the former, The
Americans and Weft Indians affet to confider the
reftri€tions in this refpeét as an extraordinary
fiep. It is no meafure ; it happened of courfe,
and according to all colonial regulations ; and the
proclamations, which are fuppofed to have done
it, on the contrary, have relaxed many of thofe
regulations, as' already pointed out, greatly in
favour of the iflands, and of the American States ;
and, inftead of putting them merely on the foot-
ing of the moft favoured nation, give extraordi-
nary advantages to the latter.  Every other nation
has the fame right to demand free entry, and will
expeét it, if we yield in this inftance.  Neither
Holland, - nor any other country, pretends to fay,
we fhall not enter their ports, becaufe we do not
fuffer them to trade with our Colonies.”

Ssa2 I
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1t is not uncommon to hear men fay, Certainly
the Navigation a¢t muft be friétly maintained.
It is not intended to alter it— Only American
veffels, of limited tonnage*, muft be permitted
to go to our iflands to carry certain articles, and
to take back rum. Nothing can be more deceit-
ful than this language ; fuch permiffion would de-
firoy the object of the aét in the moft effential
part, which either thefe men ignorantly' do not
fee, or affe& not to fec. Surely more feamen
would be raifed in the multitude of the American
veflels, that would be employed by thofe means,
than in the larger fhips which carry the fugar;
and, at this moment, our obje& fhould be to
engage, in our trading veflels, the great number
of failors that are difcharged from the navy.

In fhort, the candid part of the Americans ac-
knowledge, it cannot be expected we fhould give
up our navigation principles; and add, that as
long as we preferve them, we fhall keep the game
in our own hands.

The unfettled condition of the American States
fince the preliminaries of peace were ratified, and
the turn of affairs there, which might well have
been forefeen, by no means juftify any gratuities
on the part of this country, which, in the prefent
fituation of things, cannot afford any facrifices.

* Every man knows the evafions in tonnage; and
that, in ordinary cafes, the real tonnage is at leaft one
third more than the regiftereds

We
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We have only to let the confufion of the new
States fettle, as they may, without troubling
ourfelves about them. If a commercial treaty
were as much to be withed, as it certainly is
not, during the prefent ferment, there is no power
with whom it could be made with any certainty
of being carried into cffeét. Bue it is plainly
impoffible to make a commercial treaty with the
American States, without giving them fome valu-
able privilege, for which- they have precluded
themfelves from making an adequate return. The
treaty of peace, and fubfequent acts, opened the
ports of Great Brirain and Ireland to them, in
the fame manner as their ports were opened to us
when they repealed their reftraining laws. A
brifk trade has already begun, and it is unnecef-
fary to prove on which fide the advantage is, be-
tween the traders who afk for credit, or the
traders who give it.

If the American States had any thing to grant
by any kind of commercial treaty, it may be well
doubted, whether they would keep it farther than
fuited their convenience; and of this we may
form a judgment by their proceedings fince they
received the preliminaries of peace, which in no
inflance have they fulfilled®, In fhort, every

Englifh-

* The moderate and violent pariy in the State of New
York, however'they may have differed in other points,
have agreed in fharing the confifcated eftates unfold
among them. They had fpeculated largely in army

certificates,
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Englithman fhould proteft againft any conimercml
treaty with any power on the degrading principle
of the Portugal treaty of 1703, whereby we
granted fpecial privileges for a mere permiffion
to trade on the fame footing as other nations.
Whatwas foretold in the firftedition of this work,
has now actually happened.  Every account from
America fays, that Britifh manufactures are felling
at a confiderable profit, while other European

certificates, which have rifen from four fhillings to
cighteen per pound, in confequence of the aé paffing
to allow their being accepted in payment for the pur-
chafes of confifcated eftates: this accounts for the
following refolves of the Senate and Affembly of that
State, in dire&t oppofition to the Definitive Treaty :

March 30, 1784.

Refolved, That as on the one hand, the rules of
juftice do not require, {o on the other hand the public
tranquillity will not admit, that fuch adherents who
bave been attainted, fhould be reftored to the rights of
citizenfbip, and therc can be zo reafon for refloring pro-
perty which bas been confifeated or forfeited, as no compen-
fation is offered on the part of the faid King for the
damages fuftained by this State, and its cmzens for the
devaftation aforefaid 5

Refolved, therefore, that while this Legiflature enter=
tain the higheft fenfe of national honour, and the fanc-
tion of treaties, and of the deference which is due to
the advice of the United Statés in Congrefs aflembled,
they find it inconfiftent with their duty to comply with
the recommendation of the faid United States, on the
fubjeCt matter of the fifth article of the Definiive Treaty.

goods
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goods cannot obtain the firft coft., Every day’s
experience fhews that this country, from the nature
and quality of its manufactures, and from the af-
cendancy it has acquired in commerce, will com-
mand at leaft three fourths of the American
wade. The American merchants folicit a cofre~
fpondence, and beg for credit, becaufe; while
they feel their own want of capital, they know
that our traders are more liberal, and our goods
cheaper and better than any in Europe. And the
only danger is, not that the American merchants
will afk for too few manufatures, but that they
will obtain too many. The American confumers
have been imgov‘criﬂxed by an expenfive war,
which has bequeathed them many taxes to pay;
and they will not be more pun&ual in their re-
mittances at a time when they are aflociating
againft the payment of old debts. It may be for
our intereft to run fome hazard, however, at the
renewal of our ‘correfpondence, by accepting 2
trade which is preffed upon us by willing cuftom-
ers: but how far it may be prudent for the Bri-
tifh merchant to comply with orders, till the fe-
veral States hold out fome regulations that will
give them fecurity, isa queftion.

The apprehenfion alone of fwelling this Ap-
pendix too much, prevents the infertion of genuine
extra@s of mercantile letters from different States,
in order to thew the moft incredulous, that Britifh
goods are preferred in the American matkets to
ail others,

As
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As to the over-flock of goods in the different
markets of America, we were at firft mifinformed.
"The ill-forted cargoes, which had been fent during
the war, might occafion an overftock in fome ar-
ticles.. The miftake has been of a fpecies which
has ftrengthened every argument in fayour of the
advantages of Britifh goods over all others ; for
while the cargoes of foreigners lay untouched,
thofe from Britain, afforted in the old mode, were
bought up with avidity to be paid (in the'South-
ern States) from the crops of this year. When
the laft advices were difpatched, every fpecies of
goods were {carce, ‘and there did not prevail an
idea through the whole States, of looking to any
other country than Great Britain# ; for the execu-

tion

* All mercantile men, who have lately returned from
America, uniformly agree in aflerting, that the French
trade in that country is at an end; that their goods
were high charged, and in no inftance adapted to the
country; that a mutual jealoufy and diftruft fubfifted
between the two nations; and that there was very little
probability of commercial intercourfe being eftablifhed
between them. Some Dutch fhips had returned with-
out breaking bulk; other foreign fhips, not being able
0 get any return or loading befides hickery, took car-
goes of that wood. ~The foreigners have left, or are
leaving America; at leaft every one that poflibly can
extricate himfelf from that country. - The flutuations
in the fyftems in the diffcrent States muft caufe: infi-
aite diftrefs ; and nothing can be more ruinous to com-
merce than uncertainty. Pennfylvania lately laid a

4 moft
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tion of their orders which are fent here, including
every article pra&ifed in the fame mode as prac-
tifed before the war, and doubtlefs, the returns
will come in the fame manner; but it ‘would be
imprudent to give them the unlimited credits
which prevailed before the year 17753 and it is
likely too, that the retail bufinefs will (at leaft in
the fouthern States) be carried on chiefly by fmall
merchants who have not eftablifhed credits in
Britain, and cannot obtain fuch credits*.

At

moft heavy duty on wine—a fhip arrived—a merchant
paid 1200l. dutieson the wines that came in it to him—
immediately the duties were repealed, the merchant
was ruined—the wine which came immediately after
being fold free of the duty. There was not, lately,
one fhip ‘preparing to fail either from Holland or
Trance to America.

# Tt is faid, that the mode of doing bufinefs, likely
tou prevail, particularly in the fouthern Provinces, will
be, what is denominated a wholefale trade, to be car=
ried on by European, or rather Britifh merchants, who

will form connetions at home, and carry out cargoes
of afforted goods, to be fold by the package unopened,
to thofe who retail; and who will receive in return,
within the year from the American merchants, the
produce they may colle€t, which will be fhipped off by
the Britith wholefale merchants. This is the fpecies of
trade that  Britifh fubjects. fhould wifh to purfue.
Without being concerned in retailing goods, they fhould
endeavour to monopolize the fupplies in wholefale to
country merchants, This will enable them to deal to
S i % a gredt
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At prefent there is a greater demand for Britifh
manufadtures than our manufa@urers can fupply,
or for which there is a difpofition to give credit,
although the latter is carried farther than pru-
dence will authorize ; but we fhould be upon our
guard, not to indulge ourfelyes in ufual declama-
tions on the ruin of the country, in confequence
of American independence, if we fhould find
fome check on commerce, to which feveral other
caufes may contributc.—Notwithﬂanding our
misfortunes, we are certainly on a much better
footing than any commercial maritime power. It
will, indeed, prove a moft vigorous ftate of ma-
nufactures and commerce, if we do not feel fome

a great extent, with half the hazard formerly experi-
enced; and it will, befides, give them the fole coms
mand of the fhipping bufinefs. It is not probable that
the Britifh merchants will chufe, in the new ftate of
affars, to fix their flores, as formerly, in Virginia and
Maryland ; they may rather adopt the expedient already
mentioned, of fending out agents or partners, with
wholefale cargoes, to be fold to merchants who may
not have credit here, and he may be very fafe while
their creditors are on the fpot, ready to compel punétu-
ality, and to receive and fhip their produce. This Jine
of commerce, although the profits at firft may be
fimaller, will nlti ly be moze ad: to the
Britifh merchant. Large fums of money will not (as
formerly) be funk in debts in the country. The! returns
will be more certain, and lefs liable to thofe difappoint-
ments which prevailed when cevery American planter
was a Britifh creditor. :

incons
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inconvenience in trade from the confequences of
the additional weight of an hundred milliohs
added to ouf debt, and of the takes for the in-
tereft, which fall of courfé on the price of la-
bour. Perfons of all deferiptions, many of whom
ufed to lend their money upon the higheft legal
intereft to traders anid farmers; now make more
than legal interct in the funds; with the hope
and chance that better times will greatly improve
their capitals#.  The immoderate iflue of navy
bills, the great unfiihded debt, and the certainty
of new loans, induce {peculators, and thofe who
have money, to hold it in readinefs, and froth
thefe checks in eirculation, a ftagnation of im-
provements in hufbandry, and in varlous other
national eoficerns have atifen.

The prefeiit temporary featcity of inoney, hot=
withftanding the late importations of dollats from
the American States, from Jamaica and Cadiz,
fnay affedt trade; but the fearcity does not en-

* It is however alledged, hat accumulations, as ba-
ldnes of trade, riches from India, &¢. will inereafe the
circulating coin of this dotntry, and énable merchints
to jricreafe their dead ftock by importation of raw ma-
terials for manufi€ure, and articles of confamption for
this country. It will alfo enable the farmers to increafe
the ftack of their farms, becaufe a general inereafe of
circulation is the confequence. A part will alfo natu-
rally flow to the daily operations. in the funds ; but if
the whole were turned to that purpofe, they would rife
beyond all bounds.

Totiz. tirely
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tirely arife from caufes exifting gmong ourfelves,
There has been a counter current, which carried
out a much greater quantity of money than was
brought in through the channels before ftated. It
is an article which will find its level, and all our
laws, and every reftraint which ever was or can
be devifed, will not prevent its paffing to ‘the
neighbouring countries, when the price or de-
mand for it abroad, is fo much greater than it is
at home. The very unfavourable exchange a-
gainﬁ this country fince the laft loan, till lately %,
is a collateral evidence of the egreffion. The, im-
portation of filver into Spain laft fummer (1783)
has increafed the general circulation throughout
Europe, confequently that which was taken from
this country fome months ago for the exigencies
of other nations, is now returning, and thould in-
creafe the price of ftocks,

The moft part of the current coin in Europe
is filver; the Spaniards were interrupted near four
years in their importations of it 4, in confequence,
2 confiderable diminution of coin has taken place
‘throughout Europe; from thefe, with other
caufes, namely, thatall the great powers in Eu-
rope, and alfo the American States, have been
borrowing more money than their circulation
eould fupport, the prefent fearcity is much to be
attributed.

* December, 1783,

1 It is faid only one flota arrived during the war, and
that came 'very fcafonably the laft year of i ity
The
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The Englith coinage being chicfly gold, Eng-
land naturally felt the effe of this diminution the
laft: it is well known to what great diftrels Spain
was brought by thefe circumftances before the
peace.  France fupplied her own wants in fome
meafure by the notes of the Caiffe &’Efcompe,
which has fince failed. Holland having had a fu~
per-abundance of money, and her trade being al-
molt torally fufpended, did not feel the effects of a
temporary fcarcity, till upon the revival of com-
merce fhe found the want of money, and her mer-
chants of courfe gave .orders for the fale of a
part of their property in our funds*. This circum-
flance brought on the firft depreffion. The French
bankers feem alfo to have contributed to producg
the fame effeét, having remitted money to play
in our funds, in hopes of felling to advantage on a
peace, and all thefe difficulties were increafed by
the Bank of England having thought it expe~
dient, fubfequent to the late loan, to re-
fufe to accommodate in_the uftial manner the
lenders to government. The Bank DireGors not
being able to coin gold without a confiderable
lofs, from the high price of bullion at that time,
could not referve a fufficient quantity of guineas
in their vaults, and were therefore probably:

* The fame argument is applicable in a degree to
England, and all the commereial part of Europe, whofé
trade was checked, as well as to Holland. y:

obliged
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obliged to dimninifh the circulation of their notes,
The fimple refufal fo difcount the loan could not
Affect the general circulation, becaufe if they ‘had
the money to {end as before, by a great iffue of
ihéir notes, they would have difcounted other
objects, that in the contrary event muft have re-
quired it from the general circulation, inde-
pendent of the Bank. To add to the diftrefs, above
3 million and a half {terling may have been fent
2broad this year for corn®, which added to what
has gone out for the other purpofcs, perhaps hat
diminifhed the circulation near three millions.

" hefe caufes, therefore, having diminifhed
that article by which every thing is interchanged,
have naturally affeéted in the moft fenfible manner
the funds, as have allo their increafed quantity,
But when Europe has had a little timie to recover,
there is reafon to hope, if this country fhould haye
a capable adminiftration, that may find itfelf fuf-

® Upwards of one rmillion of quarters of foreign corn
Have been imported in 1783 Mr. Edwards, for the fake
of afferting a contradiétion in this part, affures us, that
this fupply of corn was obfained chiefly from Americz,
1t happened that only two, or, at moft, three fhips have
arrived with corn from America, and they made a lofing
voyage, the price of flour has been nearly as high Tadt
winter in Philadelphia as in Longdon, notwithftanding
¢he unnfual fearcity in Britain. This is of a_piece with
the reft of Mr. Edwards’s mifinformation and perverfion:
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#iciently firm and fupported to undertake proper
meafures; that public credit will be ftrengthened,
the ftocks will recover their former tone; and in
proportion as public credit is invigorated, pri-
vate credit will be reftored, and plenty of money
will once more appear.

High intereft of money has always been con-
fidered as deftruétive to manufadures and trade *,
and low intereft feems peculiarly neceflary for
eftablifhing them ; the beft writers on the fubject
attribute the great commercial proferpity of the
Dutch to the lownefs of intereft, namely, three
per cent, but our manufactures are fo well eftab-
lifhed, the diftribution of labour and improve-
ment of machines in manufactures fo well atten-
ded to, and our capitals are fo much greater than
thofe of other countries, that we can beft ftand
the fhock. ‘The parfimonieus Dutchman is fatiss
fied with four or five per cent. while the Bris
tifh trader expects ten: for the prefent we muft
be content, perhaps, with lefs profit 5 nor fhould
swe be difayed, if the demand for our manufac+
tures from the American States fome time hence
fhould decreafe,

# Tt may be here obferved, that if there were no othet
obilraction or impediments, the high intereft ‘of mo*
ney in America muft prevent the eftablifhment of ma-
Anfadtures there. Tn New York, intereft afed to be
feven per cent. in Pennfylvania fix per cént. in South
Carolina eight per cent, and in Virginia, where it was
lowett, five per cent.

Thers
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There has been a fudden call for many articles
of which they were in great want; when thae
call fhall be fatisfied, and our fleets, troops, and
different eftablifhments (which' caufed no incon-
fiderable part of the demand at all times) are en-
tirely withdrawn from America, the orders
from thence muft neceffarily, and of courfe, dimi-
nith much for a time. Weare, therefore, not to
impute every check or flutuation that may arife
in our trade, to the wantof any different arrange-
ments with the American States, but we have rea-
fon to flatter ourfelves that the intelligence, in-
duflry, and {pirit of our merchants will preferve
us from fucha fituation, by conftantly finding dif-
ferent refources of trade, and difcovering new
markets for our manufactures.

Perhaps it will be fortunate for us, if the diffi-
tulties which may arife, or the caution which may
become neceffary, thould lead us to confider whas
arc the moft fure and advantageous employments
that can be found for our capitals. Europe has
been long wild'and extravagant in looking towards
America for eyery thing; fortunately for France,
ihe failed there;; but in her purfuits, loft more glory
than fhe had attained elfewhere during a century.
$pain has been impoverithed, and is much reduced
below what fhe was, before fhe fuffered from her
,American delpfions.  England furvives ; and it is
tobe hoﬁed‘ﬁxllfurvxvc hu,‘\mcncan misfortunes,

nthxnh‘
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notwithftanding the declamations of her internal
enemies, and it is to be hoped the will learn wif-
dom from what has happened #, and that fhe will
no longer fquander her riches needlefsly at a dif-
tance, and out of her reach.

It is well known, that numbers of our merchants
have been made bankrupts through the bad pay-
ment of the Americans. The merchants will re-
flet on this, and if, from a confideration of our
prefent fituation, they fhould look at home, fo far
at leaft as tokeep their commerce more within their
own reach, Britain may have the good fortune to
fee her fitheries furpafs thofe of the reft of the
world, and to raife five feamen of the beft and har-
dieft kind for one the does now. It is aftonifhing
that the Scotch, than whom there is no nation more
intelligent and more enterprifing, or who better
underftand the nature and benefit of commerce,
and of employing their capitals, fhould neglect
theirfifheries, which, confidering their great extent
of coaft and fituation, are the moft natural purfuits
for them, and hold out the greateft advantages 3
it might be the means of populating their whole
coaft to the degree which cannot poflibly be done
by other means ; it would find employment for .
thofe that emigrate for want of employment ; it

* As the intereft of the debt incurred on account of
America is in a great meafure fpent in this country, it
cannot be confidered as all loft; yet it may be remarked,
l}mt that intereft is morc than double the annual value of
the manufaures fent thither from Great Britain.

Uu would
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would occupy the idle better than gloomy ideas
concerning the fecurity of a religion not likely to
be difturbed : hergenius fhould be better employed.
The perfevering induftry of her people, well
pointed, would infure fuccefs in all their under-
takings. Every man muft obferve with concern,
how much the trade of that country has been hurt
by the late war. Immediately after the former
peace, the improvements of her commeree were
moft rapid. In the year 1770, the balance in
her favour was 514,556l in the year 1780, it
was reduced to 99,3151 in 1781 and 1782, there
was a balance againft her, and the laft of thofe

years it amounted to upwards of 150,000l
The glory of the volunteers of Ircland might
be in lefs danger ‘of being tarnithed, if her warm
and fpirited fons would cultivate the advantages
they have attained. She is peculiarly fituated for
trade and fitheries. The fums fhe is fpending in
uniforms, feathers, and fifes, might found fithe-
ries to rival Holland *. To eftablifh her fifherics,
half

* Although that ancient nurfery of the Dutch ma-
rine, the berring fithery, has decreafed in number of
bufles from 1800 to lefs than 200, it flill fubfifis
20,000 people at leaft, employing them in preparing
timber, and in the various branches dependent on fhip-
building, making fail-cloth, rigging, netting, caks,
falt, vi@ualling, &c. De Wit, Sir Walter Raleigh,
and others, give accounts of this fithery which feem al-
moft incredible, but in general they are we{I fupportéd.

' They
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half the induftry and efforts that ate making for
the amelioration of Parliament would be fuffi-
cient. The " procefls of the latter is dangerous
and uncertain; but riches and happinefs would
be the certain confequences of equal efforts in fa-
your of induftry. No people can talk more of
induftry and manufadures, and no Parliament,
in ‘proportion to the riches of its conflituents,
was ever half fo lavith of bounties, and encou-
ragements of trade and manufactures ; and ‘no
country can boaft of perfons better informed on
thefe fubjects, and of her real interefts, than
fhe can.

But to conclude ; fome may doubt what turn
the American States will take, and with many it
may reafonably be a queftion, whether the trade

They fay the fifh caught by the Dutch laft century was
valued at upwards of fix millions fterling annually, and
that gooo veflels of all forts, and 260,000 men were
employed in this bufinefs. Sir Walter computes that
twenty bufles maintain 8ooo people. De Wit fays,
that upwards of 800,000 perfons were fubfited in the
two provinces of Holland and Weft Fricfland alone by
this fihery. "The Hamburghers, Swedes, &c. have
got a fhare of it, and the French, living much cheaper
than the Dutch, are making a confiderable progrefs 3
they can work cheaper, and confequently underfel them,
and, if they are wife, will acquire a great part of this
filhery. But the people of Ireland and Scotlapd may
live as cheap, and would have many advantages over
the French in it. The principal markets for hcrrmgs
are Germany, Poland, America, &c,

Vuz : ever
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ever will be again in o profperous a flate for
America. Confufion and anarchy are likely to
prevail for fome time. Our defcendants, "the
New Englanders, apt to be troublefome to them.
felves as well as to others, and encouraged by a
party among us in the habit of bullying our Mi.
nifters, may affume a tone, which, however, will
now avail them little in Europe. Their natural
difpofition will be heightened by finding they
have loft the principal market for their thipping,
lumber, the produce of the whale fithery, and
much of the carrying trade. They will machi-
naté, and muft attempt to manage. The weak-
nefs of the fouthern States has not a little to fear
from their interference. It remains to be feen,
whether the fouthern will become the puppets of
the northern, whether the middle Colonies will
be the dupes to the northern, or a barrier to the
fouthern States; we fhall, however, fee New
Englanders emigrate from the government of
their own forming, even to Nova Scotia and
Canada, putting themfelves under that Britith go-
vernment, of which they fo loudly complained.
Nothing is more uncertain than political fpecula-
tion. 'The exiftence of one man, the mereft ac-
cident, gives a turn to the affairs of the greateft
countries, more efpecially of a country in the
ftate in which America now is; but it is certain,
that the confufion of the American States can
now only hurt themfelves. - They muft pay Eu-
rope in the beft manner they can for cloathing

g and
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and many articles; for which they are not likely
to have the credit'they had while in more fettled
circumftances.  If one or more States fhould
prohibit the manufaCtures of any particular couns
try, they will find their way to them through
other States, and by various means. The diffi-
culty will only raife the price on the confumers
in the States where the articles are prohibited.
The Britith manufactures found their way to
every part of the country during a moft ranco-
rous war, and the moft ftrenuous Americans ac-
knowledge, that no impofls or excifc laws will,
for a long time, be regarded in America. In the
mean time, and at all times, Britain will have
nothing to apprehend. The American States will
hardly enter into real hoftilities with Britain.
Britain need not quarrel with them all; but thould
cither happen, fome ftout frigates, cruizing be-
tween Halifax and Bermuda, and between the
latter and the Bahamas, would completely com-
mand the commerce of this mighty continent,
concerning which our prophets have fo much
amufed themfelves, deluding the unthinking—a
frangely conduted war is no proof to the con-
trary ; and a land war would not be neceffary—
but in fome of the States, and poffibly even in
the New-England provinces, when the animofity
ceafes, and the interefted oppofition to the return
of the Loyalifts on the part of thofe who are in
pofleffion of their lands, is no longer kept alive
by apprehenfion, the natural good wifhes that we

have
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have to the Americans, which they will gradually
allow themfelves to fee, their intereft, our inter-
eft, and many circumftances may bring us clofe
together.

At prefent, the only part Britain fhould take
is moft fimple, and perfetly fure. The necef-
fary parts of the Proclamations may be formed
into a thort bill.  If the American States chufe to
fend Confuls, receive them, and fend a Conful
to each State. . Each State will foon enter into all
neceflary regulations with the Conful, and this is
the whole that is neceffary.

THE
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As brought in by the Right Hon. W. P,
then Chancellor of the Exchequer,

FOR

The Provifional Eflabliftment and Regulation of
Trade and Intercourfe between the Subjecis of
Great Britain and thofe of the United States of
North America.

WHEREAS the following thirteen provinces
of North America, namely, New Hampfhire,
Maffachufet’s Bay, Rhode Ifland and Providence
Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jerfey,
North Carolina, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
Pennfylvania, South Carolina, and Georgia, have
lately been folemnly acknowledged by his Majefty
to be, and now are, free, independent, and fove-
reign States, by the name and defcription of the
United States of America :

* This Bill, after repeated attempts to amend it, was

daid afide.
Be
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Be it therefore enaded and declared by the
King’s Moft Excellent Majetty, by and with the
advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal and Commons in this prefent Parlia-
ment affembled, and by the authority of the fame,
that all ftatutes heretofore made to regulate the
trade ‘and commerce between Great Britain and
the Britifh Plantations in America, or to prohibit
any intercourfe between the fame, fhall, fo far as
they regulate or prohibit the intercourfe and com-
merce between Great Britain and the teritories
now compofing the faid United States of America,
wholly and abfolutely ceafe :

And whereas, whilft the aforefaid Thirteen Pro-
“yinces were annexed to and conftituted a part of
the dominions of Great Britain, the inhabitants of
the faid Provinces enjoyed: all rights, franchifes,
privileges and benefits of Britith fubjeéts born
in Gréat Brirain, as well in réfpet to the trade
and commerce with Great Britain asin other in-
ftances ; and in confequence thereof the fhips and
veffels of the faid inhabitants, being navigated in
{ike manner as Britifh fhips and veffels are by law
directed to be navigated, were admitted into the
ports of Great Britain, with all the privileges and
advantages of Bricifh-built fhips:

And ‘whereas, By the feveral laws now exift-
‘ng for regula;iim of the trade and commerce of
Great Britain with foreign States, the fubjects of
the latter are, as.aliens, liable to various commer-
cial refirictions, and alfo to various duties and

cuftoms
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ciiffoms at the ports of Great Britain, which
hitherto have not been applicable to, or demand-
dble from, the inhabitants of the féveral Pro-
vitices now compofing the faid United States of
America :

And whereas it is highly expedient, that the
' intercourfe between Great Britain and the faid
United States fhould be eftablifhed on the moft
entarged principles of reciprocal benefit to both
countries ; but, from the diftance between Great
Britain and America, it muft be a confiderable
time befote any convention or treaty for eftablifh-
ing and regulating the trade and intercourfe be-
tween Greéat Britain and the faid United States of
Amefica, upon a permanent foundation, can be
concluded :

Now, for the purpofe of making a temporary
tegulation of the commerce and intercourfe be-
tween Great Britain and the faid United States of
America, and in order to evince the difpofition of
Great Britain to bé on terms of the moft perfect
amity with the faid United States of America,
and in confidence of 4 like friendly difpofition on
the part of the faid United States towards Great
Britain; Be it further enacted, That from and
after the the fhips
and veffels of the fubjeéts and citizens of the faid
Unitéd States of America, with the merchandizes
and goods on board thé fame, fhall be admitted
into all the ports of Great Britain in the fame
manner as the thips and veffels of the fubjets of

X x other
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other independent fovereign States ;- but the mer-
chandizes and goods on board. fugh thips or vef-
fels of the fubjecs or citizens of the faid United
States, being -of the growth, produce, or manu-
faGture of the faid United States, thall . be liable
to the fame duties and charges only, as the fame
merchandizes and goods would be fubject to, if
they were the property of Britith fubjects, and im-
ported in Britifh-built fhips or veflels, navigated
by Britifh natural-born fubjeés.

And be it further cnaded,. That during the
time aforefaid, the thips and veflels of the fubjects
and Citizens of tht faid United States fhall be
admitted into_the ports of His Majefty’s iflands,
colonies, or plantations, .in America, with any
merchandizes or goods of the growth,' produce,
or manufa&ure, of the territories of the aforefaid
United States, - with liberty to export from His
faid Majefty’s iflands, colonies, or plantations in
America, to the faid territories of the faid United
States, any merchandize or goods whatfoever ;
and fuch merchandizes and goods which fhall be
fo imported into, or exported from, the faid
Britith iflands, colonies, or plantations, in Ame-
rica, thall be liable to the fame duties and charges
only, as the faid merchandizes and goods would
be fubject to, if they were the property of Britifh
natural-born fubjeéts, and importcd‘n or exported
in Britifh-built fhips or veffels, navigated by
Britith feamen.

And
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And be it further enacted, That during 2!l the
time herein-before limited, there thall be the fame
drawbacks, exemptions, and bounties, on mer-
chandizes and goods exported from Great Britain
into the territories of the faid United Stares of
America, as are allowed in the cafe of exportation-
to the iflands, plantations, or colonies, now re-
maining, or belonging to the Crown‘of Great
Britain, in America.

And be it further enacted, 'That all thips and
veffels belonging to any of the citizens or fub-
je€ts of the faid United States of America, which
fhall have come into any port of Great Britain
fince the together with the
goods and merchandizes on board the fame fhips
and vefiels, fhall have the full benefit of this act.

X oxig At
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At the Court of St. James’s, the 26th of
December, 1783.

BORVE (S TBENGIT;
The KING’s Moft Excellent Majefty in Council,

WHEREAS by virtue of an aé paffed in the
laft feffion of Parliament, intituled, ¢ An A&
“¢ for preventing certain Inftruments from being
¢¢ required from Ships belonging to the United
€ States of America, and to give to his Majetty,
¢ for a limited Time, certain Powers for the bet.
¢ ter carrying on Trade and Commerce between
¢ the Subje&s of his Majefty’s Dominions and
< the Inhabitants of the faid United States,”
feveral orders have been iffued by his Majefty at
this Board, for regulating and carrying on the
trade and commerce between' the fubjecs of his
Majefty’s dominions, and the inhabitants of the
United States of America, which erders did ex-
pire on the 20th day of this inftant December.
And whereas by an a& pafled in the prefent
feffion of Parliament, to continue, for a limited
time, the faid above-recited at, it is enacted,
that the faid a&, and all the matters and things
therein contained, fhall continue and be in force

until
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until the 2oth day of April, 1784. His Ma-
Jjefty doth thereupon, by and with the advice of
his Privy Council, hereby order and declare, that
any unmanufactured goods or merchandizes, the'
importation of which into this kingdom is not
prohibited by law, (except oil) and any pitch,
tar, turpentine, indigo, mafts, yards and bowfpnts,
being the growth or produion of any of the
United States of America, may (until farther or-
der) be imported directly from thence into any of
the ports of this kingdom, either in Britifh or Ame-
rican fhips, by Britith fubjecs, or by any of the
people inhabiting in, and belonging to, the faid
United States, or any of them, and may be en-
tered and landed in any port in this kingdom,
upon payment of the fame duties as the like fort
of goods or merchandize are or may be fubjeét
and liable to, if imported by Britith fubjets, in
Britifh thips, from any Britith ifland or planta-
tion in America, and no other, notwithftanding
fuch goods or merchandize, or the fhips in which
the fame may be brought, may not be accom-
panied with the certificates or other documents
heretofore required by law :—

And it is hereby farther ordered, that there fhall
be the fame drawbacks, exemptions, and bounties,
on merchandizes and goods exported from Great
Britain into the territories of the faid United
States of America, or any of them, as are or
may be allowed by law upon the exportation of
the like goods or merchandize to any of the iflands,

. plantations
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plantations, or colonies, belonging to the crown
of Great Britain in America,

And his Majefty is hereby farther pleafed to
order, that any tobacco, being the growth or pro-
duion of any of the territories of the faid United
States of America, may (until farther order) be
imported direétly from thence, in manner above
mentioned, and may be landed in this kingdom ;
and, upon the importer paying down, in ready
money, the duty commonly called the Old Sub-
fidy (except as herein after excepted) fuch tobacco
may be warchoufed under his Majefty’s locks,
upon the importer’s own bond for payment of all
the farther duties due for fuch tobacco, within
the time limited by law, according te the neat
weight and quantity of fuch tobacco, at the time
it-fhall be fo landed, with the fame allowances for
the payment of fuch farther duties, and under the
like reftriCtions and regulationsinallother refpects,
not altered by this order, as fuch tobacco is and
may be warchoufed by virtue of any act or acts of
Parliament in force; but it is his Majefty’s pleafure
neverthelefs, that upon theimportation-of any fuch
tobacco into the ports of London, Briftol, Liver-
pool, Cowes, Whitehaven, Greenock, and Port
Glafgow, or either of them, in the manner herein
before exprefled, fhall be at liberty, until farther
order, to enter into bond for the payment, as well
of the duty, commonly called the Old Subfidy,
as of all the farther duties due for fuch tobacco,
but without any allowance for prompt payment of

1 i the
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the faid duty, commonly called the Old Subfidy,
-or any other of the duties which were formerly
payable in ready money ; and that if any tobacco
which has been, or hall be fo imported, during the
continuance of this order, from the territories of
the faid-United States, into the faid ports of Lon-
don,  Briftol, Liverpool, Cowes, Whitehaven,
Greenock, and Port Glafgow, - fhall be afterwards
taken, within the time limited, out of the ware-
houfes wherein the fame fhall be fecured under his
Majefty’s locks, in manner herein before direéted,
at cither of the above ports, to be exported di
rectly from thence, the bonds which have been or
thall be entered into for payment of thé faid du-
ties, fhall be difcharged in the manner direéted by
the feveral aéts of parliament in force.

And in order to facilitate the carrying on trade
and commerce between the people and térritories
belonging to the Crown of Great Britain in the
Weft Indies, including in that defcription the Ba-
hama iflands, and the Bermuda or Somers iflands,
and the people and territories belonging to the faid
United States of America, his Majefty is hereby
farther pleafed to order, that pitch, tar, turpen-
tine, hemp and flax, mafts, yards and bowfprits,
ftaves, heading boards, timber, thingles, and all
other fpecies of lumber ; ‘horfes, neat cattle, theep,
hogs, poultry, and all other fpecies of live ftock
and live provifions ; peas, beans, potatoes, wheat,
flour, bread, bifcuit, rice, oats, barley, and all
other fpecies of grain, bemg the growth or pro-

PRE - duttion
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duion of any of thie faid United States of Ame-
tica, may (until farther ordér) be imported by Bri-
tifh fubjecs, in Britifh-buile fhips owned by his
Majefty’s fubjeéts; and navigated according to
law, from any port of the faid United States of
America; to any of his Majefty’s Weft India
iflands, the Bahama iflands; and the Berfuda or
Somers iflands ; and that fum, fogar, molafles,
coffee; cocoa nuts, ginger and pimento, may (tn-
til fuch order) be exported by Britifh fubjects,
in Britith fhips owned by his Majefty’s fubjects,
and navigated according to laws from any of
the faid iflands, to any port or place with-
in the faid United States, upon payment of
the fame duties on exportation; and- fubjedt
to the like rules, regulations, fecurities and re-
friGions; as the fame articles by law are or
miay be fubje& and liable to, if exported to
any Britifh colony or plantation in America ; and
the bonds and fecurities heretoforc required to be
taken for fuch fhips carrying fuch goods; fhalt
and may be cancelled and difcharged, upon the
like eertificatés as ate required by the above-fe-
cited act to difcharge any bonds given in Great
Britain for the due landing any other goods in the
faid United Stdtes of America.

And his Majefty is hereby farther pleafed to
order; with the advice aforefaid; that the faid fe-
veradl regulations herein comprized, fhall, in all re-
{peéts; be extended to fuch fhips and goods as
fhall have been brought and imported from, or
may be entered and “thipped for exportation to,

any
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any part of the faid United States, fince the faid
2oth day of this inftant December.

And the Right Honourable the Lords Com-
miffioners of his Majefty’s Treafury, and the
Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty, are to
give the neceflary directions herein as to them
may refpectively appertain.

STEPHS COTTRELT.

Yy
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lot)

No. IX.

The following are the IMPORTS and EXPORTS
of ENGLAND, to and from ALL PARTS.

Total Tmports | Total Exports to [B2lancein our Fa-

vour,
from all Parts. all Parts. Excefs of Exports.
MR MR D KT T (R

from 1700
w1710, | 4557894 11 23| 6512095 15 11}|1954201 4 of

—_—

frome7zo0
01720 | 5288571 13 93| 7767307 11 13 [2478735 18 3T

from 1720

0 1730, | 6950811 3 25/10130870 11 9 3180059 § (53
from 1730

©5740. | 7570598 2 off11338961 8 3il3768363 6 3
from 1740 i
10 1750 | 7396609 11 13|12399055 15 2%|5002446 4 oF
from 1750

0 1760. | 8570989 9 8 |13829953 13 1 [5258964 3 5
from 1760

©1770. 111088711 7 61|14841548 12 9 [3752837 5 2f

from 1770

0 1780. | 11760635 10 43[13913236 z

2152580 15 1}

w
EN

VYA.BHSC



C2)

IMPORTS FROM

EXPORTS TO
TR e AT
Average ot e, d bl o
from 1700 it .
toryro. | 290429 5 113 | 288809 10 8%
from 1710 ‘
0 1720, 362121 19 5% | 348551 3 of
o fn’—om 1720
t01730. | 328086 1 6| 489547 8 3%
from 1730 i
to 1740. 377588 18 o 667505 10 10%
from 1740
to 1750. 612000 16 2% | 872259 17 2
frém 1750
_ 10 1760. 734548 19 113 | 1068983 16 of
from 1760
01770, | 1032436 12 of | 1818595 6 2
from 1770,
to 1780 || 1412130 5 o | 1897001 11 7%

VVA.BHSC



£3)

IMPORTS FROM

EXPORTS TO

GUERNSEY, JERSEY, and ALDERNEY. |

Average U W B
from 1700 :

0 17100 28749 © 8 11490 8 4%
from 1710

10 1720. 22877 © 8 38531 14 §
from 1720

10 1730- 20336 19 9 17548 7 9%
—

from 1730

10 1740, 19855 § 3 77200 0 3
from 1740

0 1750. 52628 12 3 24364 160 2%
from 1750

to 1760. 58637 9 oi| 58834 g 10f
from 1760

w1770 | 52584 17 6 12004 2 7%
from 1770 i

to 1780. 58441 8 3% 61806 1 11}

VVA.BHSC



IMPORTS PROM

EXPORTS To

VVABHSC

He Qo BB AT SNE

Average Ly Lh T
. from 1700

to 1710, 588357 o i 2146519 9 2

from 1710

to 1720, 538021 18 6 2020172 18 10%

from 1720

to1730. | 571430 18 10 | 1985979 6 of

from 1730

to1740. | 495495 13 9oF | 1867142 18 113

from 1740 3

to1750. | 436485 18 of | 2404559 14 o}

from 1750

to 1760, 352420 18 o | 1692594 1 103

from 1760

t0-1770. 444981 19 3% | 1864362 8 10}

from 1770

to 1780. 475166 12 8 | 1553143 18 g



(1

IMPORTS FROM

P LA NG CE REES

D)

EXPORTS ToO

Average g B Lo
from 1700

to 1710, 9888 18 1} 81534 '3 73
from 1710

0 1720, 25017 0 o} | 258058 7 1}
from 1720

011730 937 79 ZI4G2ER NS
from 1730

0 1740, 158923 4 43| 290348 6 113
from 1740

0 1750. 121518 19 23| 286600 2 4
from 1750

to 1760, 50706 12 8% | 382024 o 3%
from 1760
10 1770, 116057 1 25| 506296 8 6%
from 1770

10 1780, 226041 15 3% | 1019097 2 6%

VYVA.BHSC »



(6

IMPORTS FROM

EXPORTS TO
GERMANY

i

Average e O Pa
from 1700
to 1710, 604982 16, 73| 971434 9 11F
from 1710
0 1720, 612427 6 10% 1 888781 13 7%
from 1720
0 1730, 680612, 1 3 1086721 0" 6
from 1730
0 1740+ 737340 18 6 1111174 36 oF
from 1740
toxzso. | 704209 3 43 | 1481633 18 73
from 1750
mx7éc. 701129 18 "7 | 1338733 7 o}
from 1760
t0 1770, | 682122 o 4% | 1863416 17 1}
from 1770
to 1780, 657545 9 1} 1340639 4 8

VVA.BHSC



VVA.BHSC

v
1MPORTS FROM EXPORTS T0
B SR dri

Bvetage £ srid, Vil ke
from 1700 |

0 r710. § A23752" '3 8% 132380 6 9
from 1710 x

0 1720, 181587 9 73 87705 13 7%
from 1720 .

0 1730. fgr124 8 8 42565 2 6%
from 1730

wr7ho. | 28283813 25| 4368 ¢ 3
from 1740

0 1750, 341468 12 o} 86425 4 3
from 1750 o .

to 1760. 526504 16 1% 71009 12 4%
from 1760

to 1770, 660279 4 10 100021 9 5}
from 1770

01780, | 1084539 17 4 206813 2 of



§ 8y

IMPORTS FROM EXPORTS TO
SEW A E DB N
Average L3 b rids L taad.

fiom 1700
0 1710, 188595 7 10 55538 11 2%
from 1710
0 1720. 131516 13 of 35398 17 53

from 1720
to1730. | 167493 2 103 | 35205 6 o
from 1730
0 1740, 198069 15 ok 24131 7 5%
from 1740
0 1750. 183789 3 103 32570 18 1
from 1750
ta 1760. 201545 14 6% 18190 15 4%
from r760
o 1770 210415 15 . 25 40235 13 ' 6L
from 1770
to 1780, 200967 5 8 77679 12 8

UVVA.BHSC



(e
IMPORTS FROM EXPORTS TO

DENMARK awp NORWAY.

Average Vi N e DT 2
from 1700

© 1710, 747161 313 43374 ‘9 11}

from 1710
to 1720. 86310 5 of 79667 1 3
from 1720
0 17304 100249 3. 9% 714830 1 62
from 1730
0 1740 92750y 21 13 60060 12 8%
from 1740
o1y | o439 5ok | 75746 3
from 1750
o 1760, 7982 T3 81279 19 10%
from 1760
0 1770, 8081 7 23 [ 149926 3 10

from 1770
10 1780, 92004 8 8| 179588 8 1

VYA.BHSC



IMPORTS FROM < EXPORTS TO

G/R.E EN.L AN D;

Average Ve Rt G VasE
from 1700

t0 17104 1716, 7 g
from 1710

to 1720. —_—— —_———
from 1720

0 1730. 4265 5 6% 93 o of
from 1730

€0 1740, 2513 1 of 44-110 4L
from 1740

to 1750, 1409 17 1% ey
from 1750

to1760. | ° 17225 17 3 203 14 10
from 1760

to 1770. 11287 7 of 288150 75
from 1770

o 1780, 31692 11 ¢ 67 14 11

VVA.BHSC



IMPCRTS FROM
EAST COUNTRY, or BALTICK :

V1Z. DANTZICK, RIGA, &e.

EXPORTS To

Average VA Lol
from 1700

to 1710, | 139835 9 &3 | 115208 3 7

from 1710

to1y20. | 126457 8 25| 73225 6 s
from 1720

to1730. | 197828 7 6 | 119506 1 11

from 1730

o 1740. 211826 18 of 125107 4 Ll

from 1740

to 1750. | 249854 4 13 [ .151767 1 5

from 1750

10 1760, 255513 13 8L | 162573 12 1f
from 1760

10 1770 191322 4 10 193243 7 10

from 1770

10 1780, 275849 10 4 75071 o 11}

VVA.BHSC



IMPORTS FROM

S gl e d Ll 0

. EXPORTS

TO

VVABHSC

Average P NP isis s s
from 1700

0 1710, 19941 3 © 29508 1 113
from 1710

to 1720, 48186 9 112 | 136492 12 9
from 1720

0 1730, 46453 © 10% | 217530 11 §
from 1730

0 1740. 64294 10 10% | 303165 12 8%
from 1740

10 1750, 38373 8 113 | 260913 2 13
frcmvx";gra
_to 1760. 30704 16 o 285971 2. 2%
from 1760

1040 87129 15 o | 177943 6 9
from'1770

to 1780. 45872 17 43 | 183432712 2



¢ el

IMPORTS FROM

SPAIN axp CANARIES.

EXPORTS TO

VVA.BHSC

Average L isitids oy s
from 1700

0 1710+ 2250901 67 2 2210579 L TR
from 1710

0 1720. 351927 1i 0% 445505 18 1 8L
from 1720

£0 1730 460129 13 fo 625246 7 16%
from 1730 .

to1740. | 477639 1 73| 768904 7 4
from 1740

to ry750. 158941 19 8 369726 5 o
from 1750

to 1760, 413065 11 6% | 1195854 11 4

.

from 1760

0 1770 501910 4 3% | 1049796 12 3
from 1770

o780, | 256597 16 63 | 899595 13 7



{14
IMPORTS FROM " EXPORTS To

PORTUGAL axp MADEIRA.

Average £ S d. L Sl
from 1700
0 1710, 243990 2 4% | 646575 5 o

from 1710
t01720. | 304956 o 8 | 723156 16 of
from 1720
to1730. | 376009 16 of [ gobb4z 16 1I
from 1730
0 1740, 317260 14 1 | 1109231 17 10
from 1740
to 1750. 380436 ‘0 2 | 1137691 15 6%
from 1750
to 1760, 267656 19 113 | ‘223262 o 9
from 1760
to0 1770, 339996 19 195 | 805728 g 2%
from 1770
0 1780, 375485 3 3 600019 10 0%

VYVA.BHSC



IMPORTS FROM EXPORTS

ITALY axp VENICE,

Average Gt BT
from 1700
t0 17104 248298 5 63| 173597 o o
from 1710
tor720. | 403503'13 sk | 212924 16 of
from 1720
to1730. | 503859 18 43 | 144293 6 3%
from 1730
to1740. | 464443 4 9F | 150734 8 11}
from 1740
0 17500 549704 14 63 | 142781 18 6%
from 1750
o 1760, 583852, 5 43| 276034 15 6F
from 1760
o 1770 | 717948 1 43| 686045 4 9
from 1770
0 1780, 677903 11/ 7 772195 11 6%

VVA.BHSC



IMPORTS FROM

EXPORT§S TO

SaBIRaE LuG HiL 8.
Average Y e
from 1700
tg r3y0, 3455 5. 0c | 263615, 4 10f
from 1710
0 1720, 2358011 1% | 301860 19 8%
from 1720 |
0 1730- 104589 gu10 503565 6. 33
from 1730
10 1740. 116517 14 4 991392 14 2%
from 1740
10 1750. 37831 14 103 | 565463 4 6
from 1750
%o 1760. 96769 10 5 | 539955 13 6%
from 1760
t© 1770 24866 4. of | 148655 9 oF
from 1770 d
0 1780, FRah e oT s 288 82028 15 8%

VYA.BHSC




& aa)

IMPORTS FROM

T Ry Rl By

EXFORTS TQ

Average P e
from 1700
o 1710, 252042 19 113 | 184341 2 1%
from 1710
to 720, | 312218119 85| 221856 8 i
from 1720
0 1730. | 201637 9 5L| 206794 & 8
from 1730
0 1740. 201500 4 10% | 177786 11
from 1740
0 1750. 164261 15 53| ‘119784 7 6%
from 1750
0 1760, 157380 o 2% 97516 14 4
from 1760 ¢
0 1770, 124429 "0 1 74041 2 63
from 1770
to 1780, 13584z 1 53| 106804 18 10

VYA.BHSC



Gy

IMPORTS FROM EXPORTS TO

Avelicas Ry To G o,

Average T3 7 g e )

from 1700

0 1710, 13790 11 1 82017 4 4%
from 1710

10 1720, 20647 2 9 32936, 2 10.
from 1420

0 1730. 40395 10, 9 | 193929 18 8

from 1730
0 1740, 52858 10 2F | 184207 13 5,

from 1740
0 1750 21957 2. o | 154826 3 10

from 1750
© 1760, 37258 19 103 | 221977 16 10

from 1760
0 17704 46115 7 43| 493959 919

from 1770 g ;
0 1780, 6828 17 73| 508294 16 2

VVA.BHSC



Y9
IMPORTS FROM EXPORTS T@®
BALS T EN'DALE 8!

Average L sl L sl
from 1700 |

to1710.7 | 4826707 1 6% | 100283 1 10%
from 1710

to 1720, 73818319 2% 93692 4 o
from 1720

01730, 961959 12 112477 12 6
from 1730

to 1740. 971506 15 10% | 207979 16 6%
from 1740

01750, 976298 3 73 | 488682 10 103
from 1750 ;

0 1760, 8547937 1 103 | 801637 7 8§
from 1760

t 1770, | 1478138 8 sk | 1038023 4 2
from 1770 2
@ 1780, | 1523273 18 83| Q09933 7 2z

VYA.BHSC



20)

IMPORTS FROM EXPORTS TO
WESTVEEINDIE 8
Average T s L4 i

from 1700

to 1710, | 629127 14 8% | 313038 18 10}
from 1710

0 1720, 909471 O % 43675219 11}
from 1720

to 1730, | 1229075 I1 1 2% | 470076 15 10F
from 1730

10 1740, [ 1342122 7 2% | 439467 5 10}
from 1740

to'1760. | 1220443 17 63| 725664 16 11
from 1750

to 1760. | 1779008 o 8 824026 12 9}
from 1760

f0 1770 273334 18 3 | 1133233 6 1f
from 1770

fo 1780. | 2043955 7' 1 | 1279572 6 @

VVA.BHSC



Cu)
IMPORTS FROM EXPORTS To

B ER MU DA

Average L & 4 £ oo b
from 1700

10 1770, 32516 3% 653 9 10%
from 1710

10 17204 700 15" 6% 1014 15" 6%
from 1720

10X 7304 3399 14 1% 4238 4 7%
from 1730

£0 1740, 634 18 558 15 7
from 1740

10 1750. 341 9 of 3247 19 11
from 1750

10 1760. 1029 '3 3% 9412 5 8%
from 1760

0 1770, 1986 2 g2 118150 9" 4%
from 1770

to 1780, 1882 10 o} 13024 18 8%

VVA.BHSC



{22 )
IMPORTS FROM EXPORTS TQ

SPANISH WEST INDIES.

Average £ 5 a Lr Sohy A

from 1700

to X710. — ——
from 1710

10 1720, 27112 25,62 43240 312 4§
from 1720

to1zs0. | 38068 17 33| 108839 3 11}

from 1730

9 1740, 32601 5o v 29292 19 11
from 1740

19 1750, 25118, 3% 1219 ~ 75
from 1750

40 1360, —_——— 17 Bk
from 1760

01770, | 25186 19 o 3682 11 10
from 1770

1o 1782, 28004 o 8} 6326 15 &

VVABHSC



(

Lo

AMPORTS FROM EXPORTS TG,
ALL NORTH AMERICA.
Average ol Gy el
from 1700
0 1710, 283729 7. o. 277560 2 8L
from 1710
0 1720, 411908 o o 375489 18 o
from 1720
t01730. | §56270, 4 8 | 487495 1 8
from 1730
1o 1740. | 719487 8 6F | 690986 14 13
from 1740
0 1750, 756219 12 1% | 858326 18 4%
from 1750
0 1760, 848517 3.8 | 1676138 4 6%
from 1760
01779, | 1138720 11 4 | 2091407 9, OF
from 1770
® 1780, | 877442 15 10 | 2156479 2 3%

VYA.BHSC



( 24)

IMPORTS FROM EXPORTS T@
THAT PART OF AMERICA Now

U N LTHE DS TR S
Average L s d £ s. d
from 1700

to 1710, | 265783 © 10 267205 3 4
from 1710

0 1720, 39265317 13| 363645 7 11%
from 1720

0 1730+ 518830 16 6 471342 12 10§
from 1730

to 1740, | 670128 16 of | 660136 11 1%
from 1740

0 1750, 708943 o 6% | 812647 13 of
from 1750

to 1760, 802691 6 10 | 1577419 16 2%
from 1760

10 Y770- | 1044591 17 © 1763409 10 3
from 1770

o 1780 743560 10 10 | 1331206 1. §

VVA.BHSC
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Numeer  XII.

IMPORTS and LXPORTS of Excraxo;| to
and from all Parts for the laft! Twelve Years,

diftinguifhing each  Year, viz. fiom 1771, to

1782, inclufive,

Years..

1771
1772
ok
774
1775
1776
Lj77
1778
1779
1780
1781
1782

Tmports from all Parts.

Exports to all Parte.

i, 5

d.
| 12,821,995 16 9
23

13,298,452

11,406,841 3. 8
1352755599 |9 1o
13,548,467 10 11
1156965754 14 6
1,841,577 13 3

10,203,243 17 II |

10,660,492 5 6

10,762,240 (7. 9+

11,018,091 9 o
9,532,606 19 10

Yy

Vil s
17,161,146 14 2
16,150,412 14 4
14,763,253 2 |4
15,916,343-13
15,202,365 13 10
13,729;731 |7 O
12,653,363 7 |8
11,551,070 2 6
12,603,429 11 1
12,552,054 4 T
10,569,186 10 1o
12,’355,750 (R

Numezr

VVA.BHSC



Numser  XIIL

IMPORTS and EXPORTS of EXGLAND, t0

and' from all Norta AMerica for the laft

Twelve Years, diftinguithing each Year, viz.

from 1771, to 1782, inclufive.

Years.
771
1772
2773
74
1715
1776
B9
1778
1779
1780
1781
1782

IMPORTS.

EXPORTS.

Vel PR S
1,468,941 12 I1

1,408,603 19 o

1,480,877 2 4

1,533:396 1 4
2,079,968 16 o
255,808 4 1o
194,539 '3 10
196,830 17
180,363 ‘12
154,998 7
253,046 12

H ot 0

283,508 14 2

UVYA.BHSC

s
4,586,882
3,4075452
2,462,148
35081,380
953,014
1,063,201
1,847,022
1,127,185
1,320,631
1,715,291
1,401,708
862,693

L5
L 5¢
{5

IY

100

(R SRRV R RN S R X

Numser




Numeer XIV.

IMPORTS and EXPORTS of ExcrLaxp, to
and from that Part of AmERICA, now the

UxiTED STATES, for the laft Nineteen Years,

from 1764 to 1782, inclufive, diftinguifhing

each Year.

IMPORTS. EXPORTS.

Years. Ly Se L. A
1764 | L ayT10565 % 7 2 2,149,712 1 IE
1765 | 1ir51,701 6' 6 1,044,118 5 6
1766 1,043,960 13 3 1,804,335 11 ' &
1767 | 1,096,083 13 7 1,000,925 16 1
1768 T 7.51,456 124 4 2,157,220 12 10
1769 |  1,0605208 5 1 1,3365125,19/ 1T
1770 | 1,015,538 2 1 1,925,575 5 8
1770 | 1,330,844 7 8 || 4,202,475 o §
17925 W s BB e 18l gholzi6g8 sty
1773 1,368,232 4 8 1,079,416 17 - 3
1774 | 1,373,849 4 6 2,590,440 IT L
1775 | 1,920,922 9.4 196,164 11 3
1776 103,786 10 6 55415 9 7
777 12,618 9 9 575204 13 .6
1778 17,694 1 11 33,986 9 3
1779 20,578 19 11 349,797 11 4
1780 1856 IENG 825,431 8 8
1781 99,847 17 7 847,883 6
1782 28,676 10 o 256,324 15 8

Numser
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Numser XV.

IMPORTS and EXPORTS of Excraxp, to
and from the Britisy West INpigs, for the
laft Twelve Years, diftinguithing cach year, viz.,
from 1771 to 1782, inclufive.

e e O

IMPORTS, EXPORTS,

Years. A st ¥ e
1771 2,667,727 T 1,121,742 3 .o
1772 | 3:152,714 12 & | 1,335626 115 g
1773 2,566,456 6 4 1,227,090 0 " 5
1774 | 3,453,510 1 1 [l 1,330,364 17 5
1775 3,514,228 3 10 1,607,088 4 1T
1776 | 3,210,689 Gk 1,470,571 12 2
1777 | ©2655:994 9 o - 1114504 0 g
1778 | 2,765,346 7 6 150055465 g 5
1779 2,663,251 8 10 991,007 8 7
1780 | 2,430,027 13 3 1,553,030 12 6
1781 1,832,674 12 1 9685531 3 g
1782 | 3332777 6 6 | 1,265,510 9 10

N. B. The exports to the Danifh Weft-Tndia ifland St
Thomas, are not placed under the bead of thefe exports
to the Weft Indies. They increafed from a trifle to
222,632L. in the year 1782, in confequence of the Dutch
war. Dhe Americans were fupplicd through this ifland
ith Britith maufatures, as they formerly were through
St. Euftatius, and confequently this article belongs more
properly to the exports to North America. Previous to
the American war we had 1o exports to St. Euftatius;

. but they rofe to 118,249l in the year 1780.

The imports from Tortola into England increafed from
about 50,0001, to 161,388, on the Dutch war; and the
exports thither increafed in proportion. At that period
large quantities of tobacco were imported into England
and Scotland from thence, viz, 4,779,9661bs. in the
year 1782, which is about half of the whole quantity
imported that year into the two kingdoms,

The imports and exports to and from England of
foreign Weft-India fettlements, while in our pofleflion,
arc included in thefe tables,
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; i Tonn.rﬂge given in to the Regifter,
is, upon an average, about a third lefs than
ﬂle real meafurement, in order to evade

* duties and expences, fuch as lights, &c. 3
- but this is much more than coﬁuterbalanced- )
by the tonnage being, in many inftances,

repeated two or three times, or as often as

the veflel fails from port in the fame year,
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Numser XVIL

EXPORTS and IMPORTS to and from
ExcLAND to Portucar, for Thirteen Years,
viz. from 1770 to 1782, both inclufive, dif-
tinguifhing each Year.

EXPORTS. IMPORTS.
Years. Ve s Lo st
1770 | 534,708 19 1 | 320,663 3 4
1771 | 716,122 3 5 354363 x X0 | 7
172 | 63srnan a2 0] 347,373 HIEGEE
17731 522,370 104\ E il (349,218 X3 Hag
1774 | 558,158 14 11 | 405905 12 ‘5
1775 | 632,989 4 8 | 367,093 4 %

1776 |15305784. (13 3 {372,439 | 19

4
1777 | 554449 8 2 | 382,708 8 5
1778 | 430,936 16 . 2 340,576 14 9
1779 | 647,813 19 .9 | 285334 3 10
1780 | 459,673 16 10 | 522,803 18 2
3585} 523,493 7 B8 SRba723: - BH S
1782 | 687,324 11 10 280,654 14 6

The exports and imports to and from Madeira
are not included in the above.

During war with Spain, the exports to Portu-
gal increafe, :
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OF THE

NUMBER I

A.N Account of all Rice, Indigo, Tobacco, and Coa
chineal, imported into, and exported from, Great
Britain, for two Years, viz. from Chriftmas, ‘1772,
to Chriftmas, 1773, and from Chriftmas, 1771, to
1982, diftinguithing England from Scotland, and the
particular ‘Countries to which thefe Asticles were
exported, or from whence they were imported 3
dikewife the refpe@ive Year,

Numb. II. An Account of all Sugar, Rum, and Coffee;
imported into, and exported from, Great Britain, for
two Years, viz. from Chriftmas, 1772, to Chriftmas,
1773, and from -Chriftmas, 1781, to 1782, diftine
‘guithing England from Scotland, and’ the particular
‘Countries‘to which thefc Articles were exported,;or
“from whence they werc imported 3 likewife the re=

dpedtive Year.
Zz kN um}‘
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Mumb, IIE. Totals of .an Account. of Rice, Indigs
Cochineal, Tobacco, Sugar, Molafles, and Rum, im.
ported to, and exported from, that Part of Grea
Britain called England, for ten Years, ending «
Chriftmas Iaft, viz. from Chriftmas, 1772, to Chrit.
mas, 1782, diftinguifhing ‘cach Year, the fever|
Quantities and Species ; and alfo diftinguithing each
Year, and how much from the Port of Londm
feparately, and how much from the Out-ports, un.
der one general Head, the feveral Quantities ani
Species,

Numb. IV. An Account of the Goods and Produc
imported "from the South" of Europe; from Afric,
and the Weft Indies, into the feveral Provinces in
North America, the Iflands of Newfoundland, Bi
hama, and Bermuda, between the sth Day of Ji
fudary, 1770, and the sth of January, 1771

Numb. V. AnAccount of the Quantity, with an Efti
mate of the Value at the Ports of Exportation, of all

= the: Goods and, Produce exported from the fevenl

= Provinces of- North America, the Iflands of New-
foundland, Behama, and Bermuda, between the 5th
Day of January, 1770, and the sth Day of January,
1791

i\hmb. VI. Continuation of Numb. V.

Numib, VIL An Account of the Number of Vefcls,
= 'with  their Tonnage, which have ertered Inwardsy
“oand cleared Outwards, in the feveral Provinces in
+2 North America, and the Iflands thereunto belong:

ing, between the sth of January, 1770, and the sth

Janvary, 1771,
e = Nugbe
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Numb. VIII. A Computation of the French Fithery,
. @s it was managed before the War in 1744.

Numb. IX. The Imports and Exports of England,
20 and from all Parts, from 1500 to 1780.  Page 1

Imports and Exports of England from and to
Ireland, from 1700 to 1780 -
Ditto, Guernfey, Jerfey, and Alderney ~ —
Ditto, Holland Hi i
Ditto, Flanders
Ditto, Germany —_—
Ditto, Ruffia _—
Ditto, Sweden —_—
Ditto, Denmark and Norway —_
Ditto, Greenland —_ —_ 10

n

®N v AW o

1
o

Ditto, Eaft Country or Baltic —-— = 1r
Ditto, France e 12
+ Ditto, Spain and Canaries —_— o 13
Ditto, Portugal and Madeira — — 14
Ditto, Italy and Venice — 15
Ditto, Straits — —_ - 16
Ditto, Turkey — — S0 17
Ditto, Africa —_— & 18
Ditto, Eaft Indies —_— Pt 19
Ditto, Weft Indies - T 20
Ditto, Bermuda - =y p sl 21
Ditto, Spanith Weft Indies - - 22
Ditto, AllNorth América  — -~ —  — a3
Ditto, American States — - 24

Numb. X. An Account of the Value of all Goods,
Wares, and Merchandize, exported from, and ime
ported into, that Part of Great Britain called Eng-
“land, from Chriftmas, 1780, to Chriftmas, 1782,

diftinguithing cach Year and Place.
Zz 2 Numb,
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Numb, XI. “An Account of the Value of all Goods,
‘Wares, and Merchandize, exported from, and im.
ported into, Scotland, from Chriftmas, 1780, t
Chriftmas; 1982, diftinguithing each Year ang
Place.

Numb. XII. Imports and Exports of England to an{
from all Parts, for the laft Twelve Years, diftinguif.
ing each Year, viz. from 1771 to 1782 inclufive,

Numb. XIL. The Imports and Esports of England
to and from all North America, for the laft Twelv
Years, diftinguithing each Year, viz. from 1771t
1782 inclufive,

Numb, XIV. Imports and Exports of England to and
from that Part of America, now the United States, for
Nineteen Years, diftinguithing each Year, viz, fron
1764 to 1782 inclufive,

Numb. XV. The Imports and Exports of England to
and from the Briti(h Weft Indies, for Twelve Years,
diftinguithing each Year, viz. fram 1771 to 1782
inclufive,

Numb. XVL Imports and Exports of England from and
to Portugal, for Thirteen Years, viz. from 1770t
1782, both inclufive, diftinguifhing each Year,

INDEX
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AFRICA, the growth of fugar, sice, and tabaceo,

might be encouraged there, 314

African trade declared againft by the American Cone
grefs, 154—Number of flaves annually imported inta
North America, 155— Do. into the Britith Wefy
Indies, 156—The difcontinuance of the flave trade
much to be withed, from motives of humanity, 156
— England procures flaves one fixth cheaper than
France, 195

Mllegany ins, very derabl 1 alreas
dy made on the weft fide of them, 238

Avchangel, turpentine produced from trees growing in
the neighbourhood of, 86

Armed neutrality hurtful to the great maritime powers,

252
dniicls the fecond of the treaty of commerce between
France and the United States of America, 223

B
Balance, or excefs of exports to, and of -imports froms

the American States, during a certain period, 233
Barbary States advantageous to the maritime powers,

252
Buef, falted, no quantity of it exported from any colony

but Connelicut, 139 — State of this article in the
other
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othier parts of America, 140—Does not keep fo wel]
as the Irifh, 142 — Average of the quantity cxported
to. the Weft Indies, 144 — Quantity exported from
Ireland, 225

Bermudas fhould be fortified, and have a refpedable
garrifon, 255

Bermudians, their veflels well calculated for the carry-
ing trade, 183

Bill, as firft brought in, for the provifional eftablithment
and regulation of trade and intercourfe between the
fubjedts of Great Britain and thofe of the United
States of North America, 33

Birmingham and Sheffield manufa@ures, See Jewellery,

Bifeuit and flour, average of the quantity imported into
the Weft Indies, 136—The Weft Indies fupplied with
grain from England cheaper than from America, 138,
and the introdution, i

Board of Trade, the abolithing of, without fubﬁituting
fomething like it, a refle@ion on the nation, 261

Books, a confiderable article of exportation to America,
35 — Printing and paper at Philadelphia bad, 36

Brandies, the confumption of, not great in the Ameri-
can States, §6—Comparifon between thofe of France
and Spain, 57— Made in America from peaches, ap-
ples, &c. 58 — Large quantities of it exported from
France to America juft before and fince the peace, 204

Butter, American, very little of it fent to the Weft In-
dies, 142—The principal export from Ireland into
Portugal, 290

Buttons one of the articles of American imports frosn
Europe, 26

Callicoes, printed, and other printed goods, of great con-
fequence in the ¢exports to America, 43— Compa~
zifon between thofe of England and France, 44

5 Camblets
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Gamblets only are admitted from Ireland into Portugal,
290

CGambrics imported into America from Europe, 59

Canadawill be capable of amply fupplying our iflands with
wheat, 172—Should be put on the beft footing poffi-
ble, and the government altered, 213 — The writ of
Habeas Corpus fhould be feeured to the Canadians by
Iaw, 214 — A military police inadequate to the go-
vernment of that country, 215

Candies and foap, great quantitics of them formerly fent
to America, 1A3-—Avemge of the quantity exported
to the Weft Indies, 14

Carrying trade, regn!anons that ought to be adopted to
improve it, 170—The confequences of relaxing in our
attention toit, 178 — Farther hints for the improve-
ment of it, 198 —Muft be retained wherever we pof-
fibly can, 235—The neceflity of embracing every pof=
Gible means of improving it, 308, and induction.

Cheefs, average quantity of, exported to the Weft Indics,

144 -

Child, Sir Jofiah, his fentiments on the Navigation ac,
264

Cloths, woollen, a comparifon between thofe of England
~and France, 7

Coach-makers and fadlers, materials for, can be had only
from Britain, 34

Cocoa imported by the Americans, 133

Cod fiperies. - See Whale fitheries.

Coffe, the quantity of, annually imported into America,

. 133

Congrefs, American, their refolves uf httle confequcnce
to England, 246

Copper in fheets, and wrought into kitchen and other
utenfils, asticles of confequence in the Amencan
imports from Europe, 3t

A ¥ qulng:
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Lordage and tip-chandlery, flate of the manufattories
of, in America and Europe, 33

Corn tradey the Americans, at prefent, have rivalled us
therein, 46, g

Cotton, (See Manchefter manufattures) the quantity of,
anntually imported into Americ, 134~That of Bri.
tain prohibited in Portogal, 290

Credit given by the Englifh merchants to the Americans
too_ extenfive, 227 —Stretched ‘beyond all proper
bounds at a certain period, 248 — How far it ought
o be‘extended, 319

Cufom-boufe fees in the Weft Indies {eandaloufly and
unnceeffarily oppreflive, 193

D.

Debtsof the Americans, and the annual interefts there~
on, an eftimate of; 208—Thofe incurred by England
in the courfe of three wars, 301

De Wit, bis eftimate of the value of the Dutch fifhcry,
331

Diffillries of New England, formerly one of the princi-
pal fupports of their commerce, 212—Whether there,
or in the foreign iflands, the competition will be the
fame with the Britith ‘Weft Indies, 202

Dundpnald, Earl of, his method of cxtratting tar ‘and
varnifh from coal, of benefit to “England, 87

Dugeh, the, have not trufted the Americans to any cori-
fiderable amount, 249 — England more indebted to
that ftate for commercial benefits than to America,
310

Duties, the lowering of, the beft method to prevent the
growing evil of fmuggling, 19t

Earthenware.  See Porcelain,

Edwards, Mr. his fate of the imports.from the Britifh

Wett Indics, 276
; Lmigrations
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Emigrations from New England to the interior parts of
the continent, as frequent as thofe from Europé to
America, 239 — Miferable and difappointed flate of
the European emigrants in America,y 240—A ﬁrﬂ.mg
infance of their wretched condition, 243

LEftimate of the inhabitants of the United States of Ame-
sica to be made the bafis of an afleflment, 239—The
number has been over-rated, ibid.

Expences of our former eftablifhments in America, 245

K.

Fipy, dried and pickled, eftimate of the quantity of,
exported from America, 65 — Salted fifh may be'had-
in the Weft Indies from' Newfoundland, &c. chenpcr
than from the American States, 144

Fiffery of Newfoundland, its advantages to Great Bri
tain, 68 -~ That of the New-England States ‘ot of
the principal fupports of their commerce, 212

Flanders, our trade thither vcry great, and our exports
much increafed, 280 /

Flas fied, that of Ametica compared with the European,
116—Average of the annual import of flax into Great
Britain and Ireland, 11y

Flour. See Wheat 5 fee alfo Bifcuit.

Franez no great gainer by American independence, 5—
Has offended the Americans by the reftraints they
find at the French Weft-India ports, 167 — Depends
von her Weft Indies for the fupport of her marine,
1%77—Her merchants cannot afford to give much cre-
dit, 249~—Her trade with America now nearly, if
not quite, at an end; 320

Freightage, the advantage of, 170— Britifh fhipping will

“be fufficient, 178 — The value of, in the trade fors
merly carried on between America and our iflands,

18
Aaa Funds
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Fund:, the property of foreigners therein not prejudicial
to the nation, 275

Furs and peltry, the exportation of them from America
formerly very confiderable, 112—Methods by which
this trade might be improved, 113 — Value of the
furs annually brought to Great Britain from Ame-
#ica, x14—Amount of the Canada fales, 115

G.

Genevay will foon be made in America, at prefent im-
ported from Holland, 58

Genevans, the liberality and good policy of Ireland in
their treatment of them, 255

Glafs, imported by the Americans from Europe, 24—
America in want of materials to make it, ibid

Guvernment of the remaining Colonies, the prefent op-"
portunity of fettling them ought to be embrac~
ed, 221

Ghreat Britain, its internal trade much greater than its
external commerce, 300 — Notwithftanding her mif-
fortunes, is ftill the firlt commercial maritime power,
322

Gunpowder.  See Saltpere,

155

Habeas Corpus, the writ of, fhould be fecured to the Ca-
nadians by law, 214

Haberdafbery, and millenary, valuable articles in the
American imports from Europe, 28 — Englifh rib-
bands preferable to all others, 29— Britith gauzes
the beft, 30

Harbours, very few good ones, for large fhips, in the
American States, 253 -

#ats, the difference between thofe made in England and
- thofe_made in America, 57

Hompy
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Eemp, reafons why the culture of it docs not fucceed
in America, §3

Herrings, different quality of thofe’ of America and
Europe, 145 i

Hogs, may be bred to advantage in the/back fettlements
of Carolina and Georgia, 141

Holland, our exports to, have exceeded thofe to the
American States, 279

Honduras, exports from the bay of; advantageous to
Great Britain, 229

Horfes, for the faddle and draught, average of the nime
ber imported into the Weft Indies, 135

i3

Famaica, that ifland now plentifully fupplied with Tume

» berof all kinds from America, 201 — Can raife In=
dian corn, live ftock, &c. fufficient for her owm
ufe, 256

Jewllry, plate, Shefficld and Birmingham manufaGures,
valuable articles in the trade to America, 34

Tnports from the Colonies, value of, during a period
of four years, 228

Independence, American, the confequences of ity 2
France no great gainer by it, 5, — Has introduced
‘more heavy taxes than are known in any other
country, 243 3

Indian. trade, the articles for that purpofe to be had
cheapeft in Bitain, 35 -

dudian corn, came chiefly frony Virginia and North Ca-
rolina, 152 — May be raifed in Nova Scotia and Ca= -
nada, though not fo'advantageoully as wheat, 153

Judigo, produced chiefly in Carolina and Georgia, 108
— Great quantities raifed by the Spaniards; 109
— Quantity imported into and exported from Eng-
land, 110 — That of thc iflands and in South Anies
zica better than that of North America, 226
e Aaaz Trdlard,
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“Ireland, the quantity of provifions exported from thence
to America, 225 — Exports to, have always exceeded
thofe to the American States, 279 — Peculiarly fi-

- tuated for trade and fifheries, 330

o, and Steel manufaltures of everykind, an article
of American. imports, 14— The fythes and axes of
America preferred to thofe of England; #bid — Com-
parifon between the iron of England and that of other
countries, 16 — The bad policy of loading it with too
heavy a duty, ibid —Profits arifing from thefe manu-
faBtures, 20— Steel in bars made in the American

States, 21— America fruitful in iron mines, 11y —
Average of the quantity of iron imported from
America for three years, 118 S

K.

Kingflon in Jamaica, veflels fitting out there for the efta-
blithment of a trade between that place and Philadel-
phia, 201 ¢

L.

Languedoc, the price.of wines there, 189

Lawns, an asticle of American imports from Europe, 52

{eadin pigs andiin fheets, to'be had to advantage only
from Great Britain, 31

Linens, an article of much importance to - Britain and
Ireland, 36—What kinds are imperted into America,
37— Difference between thofe of England and thofc
tof  Germany, 38 — Means by which our exports of
linens:might be increafed, 39

Layalifis, in Nova Scotia and Candda, will foon be able
to furnifh lumber for the Britith- Weft Indies, 172—
Part of them fhould be eftablifhed on the Bahamas in
the beft manner we can, 255

ZLumber. See Pipe ftaves.

2 ; o Lumberg
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ZLumber, articles of, exported from North America to the,
Britifh and foreign Wefk Indies for one year, 150—
Quantity imported from North America into, and ac-
tually ufed in the Britifh Weft Indies, 151—Brought
from Montreal to the river Thames, and from thence
fent to the Weft Indies, 176

M.

Mackerel, fate of shat filhery on the coaft of Nova
Scotia, 145

Mabsgany, the demand for, much increafed in Germany,
229 4

Manchefier manufadeures;a valuable article in the im-
ports of America from Europe, 28 — Their thriving
ftate during the late war with America, 7bid.

Manfactures of Great Britain are, and will be preferred
by the Americans to all others, 234

Mafls and fpars for the navy, &c. plentiful in Nova
Scotia and Canada, 88— The beft imported by Bri-
tain from the Baltic, 92—The white and yellow pines
fuperior to the other forts, 93 — Prices of, in New
England, 94

Medicines and drugs, Englifh, preferred by the Ameri-
cans to thofe of any other country, 34 %

Mediterranean, the improbability of America fuccccding
in that trade, 252

Merchants, Britifh, many of them ruined by the Ame-
ricans, 320

Millinery.  See Haberdafhery.

Malaffés of great importance to the American Smes,
122 — Price per gallon at St, Kitt's on exportation,
124 — The revenue that arofe from it, 126 — Any

w.quantity of, makes an equal quantity of rum, 127~

Adoney, very little of it fent officially to America after
the_firlt year or two of the war, 209 — Much of it
hoarded up in America by the Dutch and Germans,

210—Eng-
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210—Englifh money in America fent to St Euftatius
to purchafe Englith manufa@ures, 211 —The caufes
of the prefent temporary fearcity of it, 323— The
high interet of, defirucive to manufactures and
trade, 327

N
Naval power of America, reaforis why it never can be
confiderable, 254 &
Naval flores fhould not be clogged with a duty, 21—
Average of the pitch, tar, and turpentine exported
from America in three years, 78— Prices of Ameri-
<an and Ruflian tar, 8o—Regulations neceflary to be
made in the commeice of thefe articles, 82 — Whe-
ther the Baltic or American tar be the beft, not fully
decided, 83 —Ruffia taught the art of drawing tur-
pentine from the pine tree, 84—Quality of the Arche
angel turpentine, 85— Earl of Dundonald’s difcovery
of extradting tar and varnifh from coal, of great bence
fit to Britain, 87—To continue the bounties on, from
Nova Scotia, St. John’s, and Canada, will be proper
policy, 303
Navigation adt, the guardian of the profperity of Britain,
I—Probable confequences of any infringement of ity
3 — Prevented -the Dutch from being the carriers of
our trade, 158 — When firft enacted, bid— A viola-
tion of, injurious to the Irifh, 167 —The neceflity of
preferving. the navigation laws entire, 213 — The
Wwifeft of all the commercial regulations in England,
266—The foundation of it laid by Cromwell, 286 —
The facrifice of, would be no advantage to France,
296 —Sir J. Child’s opinion of this act, 264 —Ditta
Adam Smith, 265
Nova Scotia, the navigation from, to our iflands, fhorter
and guicker than from the American States, 173 —
Better
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Better fituated for the fitheries than any other coun
try whatever, 212
O: N

Qak of Canada heavier and more lafting than that of
New England, 172

Objedtions made to the Navigation ak, 295

Oil, raifins, figs, olives, and other fruits, imported into
America from Spain and Portugal, 58 .

Onions, large quantities of them imported by the Ber-
mudians into the Weft Indies, 132

Osen and fheep, a great number of, fent from New Enge
land to the Windward Iflands, 151

35

Painters colours, an article of American imports from
Europe, 32 — Whiting and - white lead to. be had
cheapeft from England, ibid

Paper and ftationary, cheaper in France and Flanders
than in England or Holland, 42— Some made by the
Americans, 43.

Paffi Iy, its natural for %

Peitry. See Furs.

Penabfeor, the giving up that tersitory highly cenfuras
ble, 89

Pipe-flaves and lumber in general, an article of Amerie
can exports, 77 — Thofe articles farther confidered,
147 A

Ritch. See Naval ftores.

Population of America, not likely to increafe as it has
done, 254

Pork of America, its qualities confidered, 141— Ave-
rage of pork exported to the Weft Indies, 144

Pot and pearl afh, the quantity exported to Great Bri-
" tain on an average of three years, 119— A late dife
govery relative to pot afh, 120

Poultry,
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Paultry, as cheap in Canada as in the American States,
BEF i

Porcelain and earthen ware, articles of American imports,
23 — Ineffectual attempts to manufacture them in
America, ibid

Portugaly our exports to, lefs by one half than what
they were formerly, 288 — Has given the advantage
to the linens of France, 296 - State of the trade be-
tween that country and Scotland, ibid -~ 'Can no
where get sheir provifion' o' cheap- as from Iréland,

Hag¥ y

Provifions, the quantity exported from Ireland to Amea

fich) 225,

L5
RQuack Midicines, the fale of them confiderable in Ame-
#iea before the late war, 35
RQuebez, the only channel, through which the lumber of
Vermont can pafs, 148

R,

Raleigh, Sir Walter, his calculation of the value of the

Duitch Bhery, 330 ;

Refilves of the Affembly of New York, in dire@ op-

" pofition to the Definitive Treaty, 318

Rice, produced in Carolina and Georgia only, 110 —
Reafons why Britain muft be the beft market for it,
#bid — Average of the quantity imported into Eng-
fand in three years, 111 — Prohibited in Portugaly
ibid,

Ribm, great quantities of it confumed in the American i
States, 127 — The Weft-India rum in a ftate of im-
provement, 128 —Prices of in different parts, ibid—~
Quatttity anmally exportéd from North Anterica, 130
A gredt Yeal confumed in our Alhérics and semainn

ing
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ing Colonies, 131-—Average quantity of, imported inta
England for ten years, 192 — Confiderations on the
high price of, 196—Rum diftilleries, ro2—Asmucha
neceffary of life in America as malt liquors are in Bris
tain, 203—Quantity imported into all North America

* from the Britifh Weft Indies, 205

Ruffia, will not fucceed in her efforts as a maritime
power, 22— Turpentine now made there from trees
growing in the neighbourhood of Archangel, 86—
Our trade to, very effential to us, 280

S.

Sail-cloth of every kind imported by the Americans,
40 — Number of pieces exported from Peterfburgh,
41

Sailors, the numbers of, in Holland, and in the middle
and fouthern States of America, 165 — American
born, none of them in the Bhglith navy, 244—Ame-
rica has not mary, 253, == Thofe of Britain fhould
be encouraged in preference to thofe of America,

397,

Salt, taken by the Americans as ballaft, 48 — Average
of the quantity jmported by America, 134

Saltpetre and gunpowder, imported cheaper by the Ames
ricans than they can make it, §1 — Bad qualities of
American faltpetre, 52

Scatch, the, firangely negle@ the advantages to be dea
rived from their fifheries, 329 -

Ship-builders of England have many advantages over
thofe of the Dutch, 296 —In a better ftate 2t the
conclufion of the late than any former wars, 307

Shipebuilding, formerly one of the principal fupports of
the commerce of the New-England States, 212

Ships built for fale, a profitable branch of trade in Enga
1and, 94— The quality of thafe built in the fouthern

Bbb pro=
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provinces of America, 95—~ Account of the number
and tonnage of veflels built in America during three
years, 96 — American fhip-building thould not be en-
couraged, 97 — By what means' it may be kept in
England, 99 — Lift of, that paffed the Sound, to
and from the Baltic, for three years, 224 — The ne-
ceffity of encouraging our fhip-building and improy-
ing our carrying-trade, 177, 305

Bljaes, one of the articles of American imports from
Europe, 25 — Reafons why the Americans do not
fucceed in that manufaGture, 26

Silks, what Kinds of them are preferred in America, 45
— Comparifon between thofe of England and thofe
of France, 46 — Annual average of filks imported and
exported for five years, 47.

Swmith, Mr. Adam, his fentiments concerning the navi=
gation a&, 265

Soap. See Candles.

Spars. See Mafts.

Spermaceti candles, a confiderable export from the nor~
thern colonies of America, 71 — Eftimate of Candles

exported on an average of three years, 72

Stationary. See paper,

Steel.  See iron.

Stockings, imported into America from Europe, 25—
Thofe of the Englifh manufadory preferred in Ame-
rica, ibid

Sugar plantations, the mifchiefs that have arifen
from the prodigious fums fpent on them by Britifh
fubjedts, 313

Sugars, comparifon between thofe of France, Denmark,
Holland, and the Britith Weft Indies, 121 — Average
‘quantity imported into Great Britain during ten years,
188 — Quantity of, imported and confumed in Irea

- land, 189 — A candid inquiry into the high price of,

<amight be ufeful, 194 — Not yet commonly ufed in

i " < one
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one half of Europe, 206 —The growth of them
might be encouraged in Africa, 314

) T.
¢ Zar. Sce Naval ftores.

Taxes, infinitely more heavy in America than in Enge
Tand, 241

Tea and Eaft-India goods, great quantities formerly

. fmuggled into America, 49— England may under~
fel all other countries in thefe artioles, 5 1—Quantity
exported from England to America, ibid.

Thread, great quantities-of, exported from Europe to
America, 52

Tin in plates, a valuable article among the American
imports from Europe, 31

Zubacco, the principal article of American commerce,
100 — The means of making that trade advantageous
to Britain, 101 — Little encouragement given to the
Americans to carry this article to France, 103—The
quantities confumed in Great Britain, 104 — Ditto
in France, 105 — Comparifon between American and
European tobacco, 106 — Might be cultivated to ad-
vantage in Africa, 107 — Where it firflt grew, and
at what time firft fold in England, 154 —Raifed in
St. Vincent’s with very little labour, 193 — The
fineft. grows in the iflands and in South America,
226 — Quantity and value of, imported inta Scot-
land, 262

Trade to America, not to be rafhly purfued in England,
s—Articles in which there will be {carcely any com=
petition, 7 — Articles in which there may be com-
petitors, 36 — Articles which cannot be exported by
Great Britain to advantage, 54— Articles exported to
the Weft Indies from North America, 235 — Ame-
sican trade, reafons why it is not to be courted,

Bbha 223~ The
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223 — The clearelt and moft advantageous light in
which American trade can be viewed, 228—To Turky
and the Straits, the fate of, 282 — In what manner,
moft probably, it will in future be carried on in Ames
rica, 321,

Freafury, Board of, of little confequence in comparifors
of that of trade, now abolifhed, 262

Tyeaties with the American States, of what kind they
muft be, 247—Should not be attempted at this period
of their unfettled ftate, 317.

Turpentine. See Naval ftores.

V.

Permont, ftate of, abounds with an immenfe quantity of
lumber, 148.

Pefféls in the New-England States, at what price built
and equipped, 162 — At what price built and equips
ped in other parts of America and England 163

W.

Weft-India iflands, if declared independent, could not
prote& themfelves, 188 — Cuftom-houfe fees there,
{fcandaloufly opp 193—The cultivation of them
might be camed much farther than it is, 194 — The
balance of trade to thofe iflands in our disfavour, 281
— The evil confequences of allowing them a free
trade, 315

Hifi-India planters, their condud inimical to their fus
ture intereft, 164— Reprefentation of their Com-
mittee to the King’s Minifters, 169 — Have fettled
and extended their plantations on the credit given by
our merchants, 174

FFhale and cod fitheries, producc whale oil, bone, fins,
and falted fifh, 6o — The quantity of oil exported to

Great
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Creat Britain within three years, 61— The cod
fifhery an objeé of great importance to England,
62 — An excellent nurfery for feamen, 63 — Num-
ber of perfons employed in the Newfoundland fifhe-
ries, 64

JWheat and flour, a very capital article among the Ame-
rican exports, 73 — Average of the quantities export-
ed, 74— Not a good ftaple for America, 75— The

average crop of wheat in America per acre, 76

Fines, what kinds of, are confumed in America; 54—
Unfuccefsful attempts of the Americans to make wine,
55—Comparifon between the wines of Portugal and
thofe of France, 288 — Quantity of Portugal wine
imported into England, ibid. — Quantity of thofe of
France and Portugal imported into Ircland, 291 —
Thofe of France fhould be put on the fame footing
Dby us as thofe of Portugal, 292—Comparative view of
the importations of, 293

Vosl, French, g—American, the value and quality of, 10

Waollens of Great Britain, a great and capital article in
the trade to America, 7 — Return of the quantities
made in Yorkfhire during certain years, 12 — Their
confumption in Ruflia injurcd by abufes here, 21—
Exportation of, to Portugal much diminifhed, 289

Worfied. Sce Stockings.
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Page 19, line 30, for in the iron trade, read of irom.

80, 16, for 11s. read 105,

83, 24, dele or forcign.

117, 19, infert after the word quantity, for' the latter
Kingdom. !

138, 3, from the bottom, infert after the word Treland

to the Britifh Weft Indies.
202, 18, dele (3) after Indics, and infert ()
258, 8, from the bottom, dele which.
275, 14 for fmuggling, read fimuggled.
276, 20, for bills of, read bills in.
292, 3, for iflands, read dominions.
i Sy dele () after cafe, and infert (:) after defireits
2045 4, infert per ton after 41,
303, 24, for of Britain, read to Bitain.
321, 2, for praifed, read precifely.
326, 13, for has, read have.
329, 2, for necdlefily, read heedlefily.
There are other errors of the prefs, which the reader will
.readily correct,

VYA.BHSC






BOOKS printed for J. DEBRET T, oppofite BurLINGTON
Hojteimialin o

HE PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER of the laft Seffion, complete.

Containing, befides an accurate and full Account of all the Debates, many
of which were upon the moft interefting Subjelts, difcufiing the Rights of the
Commons, and the Prerogatives of the Crown: Alfo the Debates upon the Bati-
India Company’s Affairs, many of which were long, arduous, and involved
Queftions of the higheft Importance : The feveral Starements of the Company’s
Affairs: Mr. Fox’s and Mr. Pit’s Bills. ~ The Reports of the Committee ap=
pointed to enquire into the illicit Praftices nfed in dafrauding the Revenuc; to-
gether with the Appendixes, containing authentic Tables of feveral Branches of
the Revenue, which are no where elfe to be met with.  In thece Volumes oflavo,
Price One Guinea half bound and lettered.

Numbers XCVI. XCVIL and XCVIIL being XVI. XVIL and XVIIL. of
the laft Scffion, were publithed this Day, (Price 15. cach) and complete the laft
Parliament.  Gentlemcn who-want any Numbers to perfet thefr Sets, are defired
to order them as foon as poffible.

And Number XCIX. being the Firlt Number of the prefent Parliament, will
be publifhed on the 17l of Auguft, Price 1s. and will contain an accuratc, full,
and impartial Account of all the Debates of the prefent Sefiion, collated with the
Notes and Papers of feveral Gentlemen, who have already very obligingly com-
municated the fame ; and the Editors beg Leave to renew their Solicitations to all
their former Friends, affuring them that the fame Affiduity will be perfevered iny
and the fame impartial Refpeét fhewn to all their Favours,

Of whom may be had,

The Firft, Second, and Third Seffions of the laft Parliament, in cleven Vea
lumes, Price 4l 75. half bound and lettered.

The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER of the former Parliament, viz.
from 1774 to 1750, in feventeen Volumes, Price 6l. 65, half bound and lettered.

The REMEMBRANCER ; or, IMPARTIAL REPOSITORY of PUB-
LIC EVENTS. The AMERICAN WAR gave rife to this Work in 1775.
Every authentic Paper relative to that War, as alfo with France and Spain,
whether publithed in ENGLAND or AMERicA, by the BRITISK MiNisiRY,
or the AMERICAN CONGRESS, are all carefully inferted in this Work. The
Letters of the feveral Commanding Officers, Addrefles, Refolutions of the
various Committees, Conventions, &c, To thefe’ have been prefixed, at the
Defire of many Perfons, a Colletion of authentic Papers refpeéting the Dif-
pute with America before the Commencement of Hoftilities. As the Remem-
brancer gave the beft and only Accounts of the Tranfallions of ‘the War, the
principal Encouragers of the Work withed to fee preferved and printed, in the
fame Size, all thofc avthentic Papers on the various Subjects of Difpute, from
the Refolutions which gave rife to the Stamp A in 1764, to the Battle of Lex-
ington in 1775. This Volame accompanies the Remembrancer, and is called
Prior Documents, or a Colle@tion of interefling, authentic Papers, relative to
the Difpute between Great Britain and America; fhewing the Caufes and Pro-
grefs of that Mifunderftanding, from 1764 to 1775. Complete Sets of this
valuable and intercfiing Work may be had of the Publifhicr in Seventeen Vo=
lumes. Price Six Guineas, half botnd and lettered.

#,% Thofe Gentlemen who are in want of any particular Numbers to com=
plete theix Sets, are carneRly intreated to order them as fpeedily as poffible,

he
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BOOKS PRINTED: FOR Ji DEBRET .

The NEW FOUNDLING HOSPITAL FOR WIT: Beinga Coucamn
of fugitive Picces in Profe and Verfe, not i
Edition, confiderably impraved and enlarged i’ which arc inferted G
rious.Pieces, by Lady Craven, the Marquis of Carmarthen, the Barls of Car-
lifle, Buchan, Nugent; the Lords Palmerfton, Mulgrave, Holland; Sir |,
Moore, Right Hon. C. J. Fox, Right Hon. R. Fitzpatrick, Sir W. Jones, Dr,
B. Frankim, J. Wilkes, D. Garrick, R. B. Sheridan, Sir Charles Hanbury
Williams, Mr: Gray, Mr. Mafon, G. Ellis, R,*Cumberland, B. Edwards,
Capt. E. Thompfon, &c. &e. which were not in the former Editio together
with feveral Pieces, mow firft printed from the Authors’ Manuf The
Whole carefully revifed, arranged, and correéted, in fix Volumes. Price 155,
fowed.

The NEW PEERAGE; or, the Ancient and Prefent State of the Nobility of
ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, and IRELAND ; containing a genealogical Account
of the Peers; whether by Summons or Creation; their Defcents and collateral
Branches; theif Births, Marriages, and Iffue: together with' theirpaternil
Coats of Arms, Crefis, Supporters, and Mottoes, engraved. To”which is
added, The Extin& Peerage, comprehending an suthentic Accouut of the Peers
who have ever exified from the earlieft Times. A new Edition. " In three
Volumes Oftavo, Price xss. in Boards.

#,# The Editors profefs to have given in thefe Volimes the cleareft, mot
authentic, and the beft digefted Account of 'the noble Families of ENGLAND,
SCOTLAND, and JRELAND, hitherto publifled’s -and, by omitting unneceflary
Digreffions, and oftentatious Quorations from Hiftories and “biographical Me
moirs, which only ferve to increafe the Price, have exhibited their Genealogics
clear and. explicit, fo that every collateral Branch is fuen with great Facility
and Exaltnefs, and few even of the Gentry of England, Scotland, and lreland,
wwho have intermarried with the Nobility of thofe Kingdoms, but may here
difcover by what Degree of Confanguinity they are allied.

A New Edition of COLLINS's PEERAGE of ENGLAND. "In’ eight
Volemes. Enriched with many. valuable Additions, and continaed to the pre-
fent Time; with all the Arms finely engraved. - Price 2l 125. 64

OBSERVATIONS on the COMMERCE of the AMERICAN STATES,
by JOHN LORD SHEFFIELD. A now Edition, being the Sixth, much
enlarged ; “with an Appendix, containing Tables of the Imports and Exports
of Great Britain to and from all Parts; alfo the Exports of America, &c.
‘with Remarks on thofe Tables, and on the late Proclamations; &c. = With
«copious Index. Price Six Shillings in Boards.

BIOGRAPHIA BRITANNICA ; or, the Livesiof the moft eminent Per-
fons who haye flourifhed in Great Britain and Irland, from the earlieft Ages
to the prefent Times. - ColleGed from the beft Authoritics;” printed and manu-
foript, and digefied in the Manner of M. Bayle's Hiftorical and Critical Dic-
tionary.  The fecond Edition, with Corretions, Enlargéments, and the Addi-
tion of new Lives. By Andrew Kippis, D.D. F. R.S.and §. A. he
Affifance of the Rev. Jofeph Tc\vcrs, LI. D, and other Gentlemen. Vo-
Jume the Third. Price k. 115, 6d. in Sheets.

OF whom may be had the firft and fecond Volumes of the above Work, Price
31, 115 6d. cach, in Sheets.

#,% The fourth Volume is in the Prefs, and will be publified with all
poffible Expedition,

=
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BOOKS PRINTED FOR J. DEBRETT.

BIOGRAPHIA DRAMATICA  an hifforical and critical Account of the
Lives and Writings of Brivith and Irifh Dramatic Writers, from the carlie®
Times to 17845 with Ancedotes and Remarks on every anonymous dramatic
Petformaficea  In two large Volumes oftavo. . Price 125. in Boardss

OLD: BALLADS, hiftorical and narrative, with fome of ‘modern Date s
now el colleéted and ré-printed from rare Copies and Menuferipté, none of
which.ate/inferted in Dr. Percy’s Colie@tion; to which this Work may be con=
fidered a5 @ proper Supplement. The fecond Edition 5 elegantly printed, in four
Volumes ofavo.  Price 145. fewed.

A CONCISE HISTORY of KNIGHTHOOD. ' Containing the Religious
and Military Orders which hate bech inftituted in Europe. With Defcriptions
of the Mantles, Caps, Collars, Stars, Ribbands, and Mottocs.  ‘Alfo Accounts
of the Infiallations of the Garter, Bath, Thiftle and St. Patrick 5 and correét
Lifts of the Knights of cach.  To which are added, the ancient Ceremonies ufed
& Duels, Combats, Joufts and Tournaments. The whole embellifhed with cighty-
two Copper-plates, comprifing one hundred and fixteen Orders, ' aceurately
diawn, and neatly engraved 3 being the completeft Colle@tion cver publifhed in
Great Britain,  Colleéted from the beft and moft approved Prints and Manus
feripts. . With a correét Index to the whole. By Hugh Clark, Heraldic En-
graver. In two Volumes oflavo. Price 1os. 6d. in Boards.

The HISTORY and ADVENTURES of the renowned DON QUIXOTE.
Tranflated from the Spanifh of Miguel de Cervantes de Saavedra. o which is
prefixed fome Account of the Author’s Life. By T. SMOLLETT, M. D.
Jiluftrated with twenry-cight new Copper Plates, defigned by Haymam, and
elegantly engraved. Tn four Volumes. Price 125, bound-

The PROFESSED COOK ; or the modern Art' of Cookery, Paftry, and,
Confe@ionary made plein and eafy. By B. Clermont, who has been many
Years Clerk of the Kitchen in fome of the firft Families in this Country, and
lately to the Earl of Abingdon. The third Bdition, much enlarged, Price 65
bound.  °
This Book contains the moft approved Receipts in the French as well as Eng-
lifh Cookery ; is particularly infiruéive in Bills of Fare, explaining the fathion-
able Terms ufed therein, and is fufficicnt without farther Affitance to perfeét any
Perfon in thar Profeffion. It likewife fhews how to fet out the Tables of pri-
Vate Families in the moft delicate and clegant Manner, and at the fame Time at
icfs Expence than is ufoally allowed for the plain and ordinary Way 3 and will
alfo qualify any one; who has any Notion of Cookery, for preparing and dref-
fing the moft fuperb Entcrtainments. It exceeds very materially every Thing
itherto publifhed with refpeét to Soups, Gravics, Ragouts, Tourtes and Entre-
mets of every Kind, as well as for Deferts, Iced Creams, Tced Fruits, and fo-
seign Liqueurs of all Soits.

THOUGHTS on HUNTING, ina Series of Letters. - By PETER
BECKFORD, Efg. Illufirated with an clegant Frontifpicce,’ defigned: by
Qipriani, and engraved by Bartolozzi, Price 7. 6d. in Boards. - $

The HISTORY of the political Life and public Services, as a Senator and
Statefinan, of the Right Honourable CHARLES-JAMES FOX.  Elegantly
printed in one large Volume, Oftavo, Price 7s. in Boards: T

An ENQUIRY into the ORIGIN and MANNER of CREATING PEERS.
By RICHARD WEST, Efq. Lord Chancellor of Ireland. Price 35.

& The above interefting Trad was quoted and recommended by the EARL
«of SHELBURNE, in the grear Debate in the Houfe of Lovds, upon Lord

Seckville's
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his own Gerdener ; and ornamented with an Head of the Author, engraved by

alker. In two Volumes. Price 6s. in Boards. i

The ROYAL KALENDAR for ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, IRELAND, and
AMER1CA, for 1784 : Containing accurate Lifis of the whole Eftablithment of
thefe Kingdoms, Parliament, Navy, Army, &c. &c. correfied at the refpec
tive Offices to the prefent Time. Price 25,

A COMPANION tothe ROYAL KALENDAR, for the Year 1784 : Being
a LIST of all the CHANGES in ADMINISTRATION, from the Accefiion
of the prefent King, in Oftober, 1760, to the prefent Time.  To which is prc-
fixed a LIST of the MEMBERS in the Two Last and PRESENT PARLIA.
MENTS ; fhewing the Changes made in the Houfe of Commons by the Ge.
neral Elections in 1780 and 1784 ; with the Names of the Candidates where
the Eletions were contefted, the Numbers polled, ‘and the' Decifions fince mads
by the Scleét Committees.  Alfo the Dates when each City and Borough firt
fent Reprefentatives to Parliament, the Right of Ele€tion in each Place, and the
fuppofed Number of Voters. To this Edition is now firft added @ fummary Ac-
count of the Duties of the GREAT OFFICERS of STATE; a Table of ¢
DURATION of the feveral Parliaments from HENRY VIL. to the prefent
a Lift of thofe PLACES which formerly fent MEMBERS to PARLIAM
and now do not; a Lift of the Deaths of the PRINCIPAL MINISTERS
duting the PRESENT REIGN; with an APPENDIX, containing the Cafes of
contraverted Ele€tions, as they lately appeared before the feveral Commitrees,
ith their Determinations thereupon; and a complere INDEX of NAMES,
“The Thirty-feventh Edition.

" 4t This Companion may always be had bound with the Rogal Kalendar,
with or without an Almanack. -

FOX and PITT"s SPEECHES on Tucflay, June 8, 1784. Thefe Speeches
(which arean Abridgement of all the Arguments of both Parties upon the Ba-
$inefs of the Sciutiny, and contain the Accufation of Government by the formes,
and the Defence of it by the latter Leader) are preceded by a bricf, imparcil
Detail of the Progrefs and Proceedings in this Affair, from the Clofe of the Poll
fo the Determination of the Houfe of Commons ; comprehending, in the whole,
2 Body of Information, which will enable the plaineft Underfianding to form 1
decifive Opinion upon a Queftion of the very firt Moment to every Citizen of
‘this Country. Price 25. 6d.

A REPRESENTATION to His MAJESTY on the SPEECH from the
THRONE, moved in the Houfe of Commons by the Right Honourable ED-
MUND BURKE, June 14, 17845 with a Preface and Notes. Price 15. 6d.

The RESOLUSIONS of the HOUSE of COMMONS, on the great anl
Conflitutional Quettion between the PRIVILEGES of the HOUSE of COM-
MONS and the PREROGATIVE of the CROWN, from the 17th of De-
cember, 1733, to the 10th of March, ‘1784; including the Mover and Sccon-
der, and the Numbers in the Divifion on cach Motion; extrafted verbaim
from the Records of Parliament. Price 1s. 6d.

&5 Thefe Refolutions, fo important to every man who values the Conftitution
of his Country, are thus colle@ted'to ferve, not only as a Matter of Reference
and Record, but to exhibit in one Point of View, the truc Nature, and the
alarming Extent and Tendency of the Queftion, ia which the Reprefentatives of
the People have been'at iffuc vith the Crown.

An ADDRESS to the Citizens of the United States of North America. To
whieh is added a Letter o the Hon, Robert Morris, Efg. with Notes and Obs

fervations,
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frvations, By Silas Deane, By, late one of the Commiffioners Plenipotentiary
from the United States to the Court of Verfailles. Price 25,

DTTERS to a Member of the prefent Parliament, upon the extraordinary
and unprecedented Tranfactions in the luft Houfe of Commons. Price 5. 6d:

A LETTER to the Reverend Sir THOMAS BROUGHTON, Baronet, of
Broughton Hall, in Stafford(hire, Price 6d.

TBTTERS from a PEERESS of ENGLAND to her ELDEST SON.
Price 25. 6d. fewed.

o ADDRESS to the Right Worfhipful the Mayor and Corporation of thie
Trinity Houft, and to the Worthy Burgelles of the Town of Kingfton upon
Hall. By David Hartley, Bfg. Price 15,

LETTERS on PUBLIC CREDIT. To which is added a fhort Account of
the Bank of Améterdam. By John Hope, Efq.  Price 1s. 6d. ;

“The SUBSTANCE of the SPEECH of the Right Honourable WILLIAM
PITT, on Friday, February 21, 1783. Price 15.

A LETTER to the Right Honourable CHARLES JENKINSON, o the
prefent riical Siruation of Public Affairs, and the Condudt of the Intesior Ca- !
binet. Fifth Edition.  Price 2s.

An ADDRESS to the INTERIOR CABINET. By the fame Author.
In which the State of the Navy and other Fals are continued to the prefent
Time. Third Bdition. _Price 2s.

e REVOLUTION of 1752 Impartially Confidered. By the fame Au-
thor,  Third Edition. - Price 1s. 6d.

. % The great Sale of thefe Pamphlets, in.a fhort Time, is the beft Proof
that san be given of their Merit, and the Eftimation in which they arc held by
the Dublic. ~ The State of Falts contained in them is peculiarly interefting to all
Derfons

\n ANSWER to THOUGHTS on a PARLIAMENTARY REFORM.
Price 15.

A SPEECH which was fpoken in the Houfe of Aflembly of St. Chriftopher’s,
upon & Motion made on Tucfday the 6th of November, 1751, for prelenting
A ddrels to His Majelly, relative to the Proceedings of Admiral Rodney and
General Vaughan, at St. Euftatus, and the prefent dangerous Situation of the
Welk-India lands. _Price 1s.

The RIGHT, INTEREST, and DUTY of GOVERNMENT, as con-
corned in the Affairs of the Eaft Indies. The Cafe as fated, and Argument
upon it 25 it wristen by Govemor Pownally M. P, in 1773, aow revifed.
Price 15. 6d.

The REPORTS from the SECRET and SELECT COMMITTEES on
India Affuirs, in two Volumes. Price 8. fewed.

EXTRAGT of an ORIGINAL LETTER from Caleutta, relative to
the Adminifiration of Juftice, by Sir Elijah Impey. Price 1s. 6d.

ORIGINAT, MINUTES of the Governor Genéral and Council of For
William, on the Sctflement,and Colleftion of the Revenues of Bengal; with &
Plan of Setlement, recommended to the Court of Direflors. . By Philip Fran-
cis, Efq. Price 75. 6d. in Boards.

ORIGINAL MINUTES of the Governor General and Council of Fort
William, in Bengal, on the Appointment recommended and carried by Mr.
Haftings, in Oftober, 1780, of Sir Elijah Impey to be Judge of the Suddax
Dewanny Adavlet, with a Salary of 7795l 43. per Annwm.  Price 15,

A REPLY
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BOOKS PRINTED FOR J. DEBRETT.

A REPLY to Mr. BURKE's SPEECH, on the 1fi ‘of December, 173,
By Major John Scott. Price 1. 6d.

PROCEEDINGS at a General Court of Proprictors of Baf-Tndia Stuck,
nl'peﬂmg the Hon. WARREN HASTINGS, Governor General,  Price :

An AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT of the DEBATES in th Houfe of Lo
on the Eaf-India Bill, on the 9th, 15th, and 17th of December. To Whiciy
is added, accurate Lifis of the Divifions, Price 2. 6d.

Two LETTERS to the Right Hon. Edmund Burke, Reply to the Ning
Report of the Seleét Committee. - By Major Scatt. - Price 1. 6

The ELEVENTH REPORT from the Selcét Commitree, appointed to t
into Confideration the State of the Adminiftration of Juflice in the Provinces of
Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa. ~Price 25,

*4* This Report contains an Account of Moncy received and acknowledged
by the Hon. Waren Haftings, Governor General of Bengal.

The SUBSTANCE of the SPEECH of the Right Honourable CHARLES.
JAMES FOX, on the Eaft India Bill, December 1, 1783. Price 1s. 6d.

The SUBSTANCE of the SPEECH of GEORGE TIERNEY, Efy. at the
Eait-India Houfe, December 3, 1783. Price 15.

POPULAR TOPICS; or, the GRAND QUESTION DISCUSSED : Iy
which the following Subjeéts are confidered, viz. The KING’s PREROGATIVE,
the PRIVILEGES of PARLIAMENT, SECRET INFLUENCE, and a SYSTEN of
Rerory for the EasT-INDIA CoMPANY.  Sccond Edition, . Price 15,

Major SCOTT’s SPEECH on a Motion made by the Right Honourable
WILLIAM PITT, for Leave to bring in a Bill for the Relief of the Est.
India Company, on Friday, July 2, 1784. Price 15,

The SPEECH .of PHILIP FRANCIS, Efq. in the Houfe of Commons,
on Friday, July 2, 1784. Price 1s. 6d.

1 An HEROLC EPISTLE to Sir WILLTAM CHAMBERS, Kot. Comp-
troller General of his Majefty’s Works, and Author of a late Differtation on
Qriental Gardening, enriched with explanatory Notes, chiefly extracted from
that claborate Performance, 14th Edition, Price 1s.

2 An HEROIC POSTSCRIPT to the PUBLIC, oceafioned by their fo-
vourable reception of a late Heroic Epifile to Sir William Chambers, fif
Edition. Price 1s.

3 ODE to Mr, PINCHBECK, upon his new-invented Patent Candle Snuie
fers, Price 6d.

4 The DEAN and the *SQUIRE, a Poctical Epifilc: humbly dedicated to
Soar Jenyns, Efq. the fifth Edition, Price 1s. 6d,

*7 The above four Tradts being all writeen by the fame Author, and usi-
formly printed, may be had complete in one Volume, Price 65, jn Boards.

The SPEECH of the Right Fon. CHARLES JAMES FOX, ac a geners
Meeting of the ElcGtors of Weiminlier, July 17, 1782, taken in.fhort hand
by ¥, Blanchard. ~ Price 1s.

An INQUIRY into. the MANNERS, TASTE, and AMUSEMENTS, of the
wwo lat Cencurics in England, by Jors ANDREWS, L.L. D. Price s td.
fewed.

A SEAMANs REMARKS on the Britifh Ships of the Line, from Ja-
Iuary 4756, to Janunary 1782, with occafional Obfervations on the Fleots of
the Howfe of Bourbon. Price ¢d.

The ADVANTAGES and Difadvantages of inclofing Wafte Lands and
Open Ficlds, fated and confidered. By a Country Gentleman,  Price 15, 60,
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