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Chapter 2

Governance of Visigothic Iberia: The Shifting Role 
of the Bishops

Pablo Poveda Arias

1	 Introduction

One of the elements that defined the period of Visigothic domination in 
Hispania was the role granted to the Church and to bishops in the preservation 
of the political order conceived after the Visigothic defeat at Vouillé in 507. It 
would not be possible to understand the kingdom’s survival until 711 without 
the contribution of the Church.1 After all, both kings and bishops addressed 
the same social group, which they aimed to rule, and therefore could not 
ignore each other.2 Bishops may have held a more dominant position over 
society, given that the Church regulated every aspect of their communities’ 
daily lives.3 As stated by Lina Fernández, the episcopate would constitute “un 
elemento de poder con una base social mucho más amplia que cualquiera de 
los sectores sociales laicos del reino visigodo.”4 Social ascendency had its terri-
torial correspondence due to diocesan structures.5 Such episcopal cooperation 
was necessary for Visigoths to benefit and to successfully impose their power, 
particularly during the formative periods of the kingdom.6 Both the Church 
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