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Pedro Pérez de Monroy (1310–1324):
A New Bishop for a New Era  

in Salamanca

Fernando Gutiérrez Baños

In the chapel of San Nicolás of the Old Cathedral of Salamanca (i.e. the south 
apse chapel of this magnificent Romanesque building erected between the 
mid-twelfth century and the early thirteenth century and decorated in the 

Gothic period) there is an episcopal tomb that has no epitaph (see Figure 9.1). 
The book of anniversaries of the cathedral, compiled in its present form at the 
beginning of the sixteenth century, refers to it in the entry of 30 January in the 
following terms: ‘Por don Pedro, obispo de Salamanca, que yaze en la capilla 
de sant Niculás en vn arco como entran a la mano derecha, en vn monumento 
figurado’ (For don Pedro, Bishop of Salamanca, who lies in the chapel of San 
Nicolás beneath an arch to the right as one enters, inside a figured monument).1 
There were many bishops named Pedro in Salamanca in the Middle Ages, but 
since the seventeenth century this niche tomb has been ascribed to the one who 
flourished in the early fourteenth century. Stylistic comparisons not only of the 
architectural layout of the niche, but also of the sculptures of the sarcophagus 
and recumbent effigy and of the paintings displayed on the soffit of the arched 
niche, confirm this ascription.2 But the question is: Who was Bishop Pedro?

1 Salamanca, ACS, Caj. 67, leg. 3, núm. 1, fol. 60v.
2 About the tomb of Bishop Pedro, see Gómez-Moreno, Catálogo monumental de España: 

Bishops’ Identities, Careers, and Networks in Medieval Europe, ed. by Sarah E. Thomas, MCS 44 
(Turnhout: Brepols, 2021), pp. 199–221
BREPOLS  PUBLISHERS  10.1484/M.MCS-EB.5.120618
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