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Abstract Testing cognitive hypotheses in extinct species can be challenging, but it
can be done through the integration of independent sources of information (e.g.,
anatomy, archaeology, neurobiology, psychology), and validated with quantitative
and experimental approaches. The parietal cortex has undergone changes and
specializations in humans, probably in regions involved in visuospatial integration.
Visual imagery and hand-eye coordination are crucial for a species with a remark-
able technological and symbolic capacity. Hand-tool relationships are not only a
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