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En esta comunicacidn, se presentard detalladamente la ejecucién de las
tres ediciones del proyecto, tanto de manera individual como compa-
rada: las necesidades curriculares y contextuales que justifican el pro-
yecto, sus objetivos educativos e institucionales, su estructura, el mate-
rial implicado en su desarrollo, los resultados cuantitativos y cualitativos
acerca de la participacién y el grado de satisfaccién de los participantes,
asi como las previsiones de desarrollo del proyecto en el curso académico

2023-2024.

PALLABRAS CLAVE

APRENDIZAJE COLABORATIVO, INNOVACION EDUCATIVA,
INTERCAMBIO LINGUISTICO

LEARNING OF OBJECT AND VERB PROPERTIES:
HOW MUCH DOES THE FIRST LANGUAGE WEIGH
IN SECOND LANGUAGE LEARNING?

RAQUEL FERNANDEZ FUERTES
SONJA MUJCINOVIC
QIANTING YUAN

Universidad de Valladolid

When it comes to second/foreign language (L2) learning, crosslinguistic
influence (CLI) between the learners’ L1 (first language) and L2 has
been said to have a specific directionality and a specific effect: from the
L1 into the L2 and generally with an interfering effect, making the L2
learner’s performance differ from that of the native speaker (e.g.,
Gawlitzek-Maiwald & Tracy 1994; Paradis & Genesee 1996).

In this study, we aim at characterizing potential interfering CLI effects
in the L2 English experimental production of Chinese learners in the
case of sentential direct objects. While both languages exhibit overt and

- 2039 -



null/empty objects (¢), English null objects are only possible if inter-
preted semantically as [+generic] (/ have just eaten e), while Chinese null
objects can be either [-generic] or [+generic] due to the topic-chaining
mechanism (Huang 1982-1987; Pérez-Leroux et al. 2008-2018).

We have elicited experimental data via a production task from 40 L1-
Chinese L2-English students (15 intermediate and 25 advanced) and
from 9 L1 English speakers as controls. The experimental production
task was designed to examine interfering CLI contexts and comprises
three conditions: (i) direct object overtness (null/overt; 1 will eat e/it);
(i) verb type (pure/mixed; I haveleat a sandwich); and (iii) verb form
(simple/phrasal; John loves cats/turns on the light).

The results we have obtained reveal that, even if accuracy rate for the L2
group is high (90.25%), it is significantly lower than that of the L1
speakers (97.78%; #(47)=2.486, p=.017), which points to CLI with an
interfering effect. When it comes to the two linguistic factors under con-
sideration, data show that (i) verb type may be an influential factor in
the acquisition of direct objects as, while no L1-L2 difference appears
with pure transitive verbs, a significant difference between the two par-
ticipant groups does show in the case of mixed verbs (#(42.442)=5.823,
<.001); and that (ii) verb form seems to play a role, although not in
the expected direction, in that, while the L2 group’s accuracy rates are
significantly higher with phrasal rather than with simple verbs (#39)=-
3.777, p<.001), the control group outperforms the L2ers in both verb
types (#(47)=2.544,p=.014; #(39)=3.509, p=.001). When considering
the L2 data in terms of the two proficiency groups, the L1 group shows
a significantly higher accuracy rate (Welch F(2, 26.267)=9.914,
<.001), while no difference between the intermediate and the advanced

group appears.

These results suggest that, when characterizing the interfering CLI effect
from L1 Chinese into L2 English, higher proficiency does not always
correlate with lower interfering CLI effects, and that verb type and verb
form need to be set aside. While verb type emerges as an influential factor
in that consistency in sentence structure and the overt direct object cue
seem to facilitate L2 production, the particle in phrasal transitive verbs
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as an indicator for direct object overtness and the potential role of in-
struction could be behind verb form reverse pattern. This points to areas
that could be targeted with specific language teaching activities.

PALLABRAS CLAVE

CROSSLINGUISTIC INFLUENCE, L2 LANGUAGE ACQUISITION,
NULL OBJECTS, PRODUCTION DATA

INTRODUCCION DE LAS TIC EN LA ENSENANZA DEL
INGLES EN LA UNIVERSIDAD DE MAYORES

NAZARET MARTINEZ-HEREDIA
GRACIA GONZALEZ-GIJON
Jost Luis ORTEGA-MARTIN
S1LVIA CORRAL ROBLES
Universidad de Granada

Vivimos en una sociedad donde la esperanza de vida ha crecido progre-
sivamente. Las personas mayores forman un amplio sector de la pobla-
cién cada vez mds representativo dentro de nuestra sociedad y presentan
un mayor interés por seguir aprendiendo a lo largo de su ciclo vital con
el fin de mantenerse activos e integrados. En la actualidad, existen di-
versas propuestas formativas para personas mayores, como son las uni-
versidades de mayores que ofrecen formacién en multitud de dmbitos.
El estudio que presentamos nace de un proyecto de investigacién finan-
ciado en el que su eje central es el aprendizaje de los idiomas y los nu-
merosos beneficios en relacién a la introduccién de las TIC en el aula
de idiomas. El objetivo principal es describir la aplicacién de las TIC
por parte del alumnado en el proceso de aprendizaje del inglés de las
personas mayores. Este estudio estd dirigido al alumnado del Aula Per-
manente de Formacién Abierta de la Universidad de Granada que esté
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