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¢ Inrecent years the archaeology of salt in
C

Abstra inary advances. The earliest evidence of s
i

prehistoric Iberia has witnessed
extraord

alt production dates to the Early
ithic (late sixth millennium BC), but intensive production did not emerge in
Neolit!

in regions until the Copper Age (ca. 3200 BC), It is argued here that by the
Ce%mt;li;giﬂﬂeﬂﬂium BC, Iberian Beaker groups—reg
mid-

arded as high-status individ-
radually took control of salt production and distribution as part of their strat-
ua] s—&

ds Salt - Iberia - Chalcolithic - Forced evaporation - Bell Beaker - Power
KeyWOl'
. Elites

9.1 Introduction

the mid-third millennium BC (ca. 2500-2000 BC), during the transition from the
In e to the Bronze Age, a cultural complex known as the Bell Beaker phenop:l-
" d across central and western Europe and a strip of northwestern Afnc;a
a Spr%w) While the geographic origins of this cultural complex remain
EIB Izlgtzi the P(;rtuguese Estremadura, in the Iberian Peninsula, has yielded some of
tlfe Zar]j’est radiocarbon dates, around 271?0 BC (C::.trd_osoi, 2014{; e
The name “Bell Beaker” derives from 1ts.most d1st1n‘ct1ve archaeo f:)gtli s c(i
a finely handmade, richly decorated ce;inuc vesse_l w;rtﬁyafzzirgn:;r;sg s(i:de s Ects

ling an inverted bell. Beakers are prim . .

E:.gifti:ﬁiieeszli’ﬂ;tangls, such as copper items, archery equipment, ivory buttons, and

E. Guerra Doce (I4) - G. Delibes de Castro g . bl
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