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Self-realization and “ecological” autonomy: An ecosophical
perspective

Luca Valera*
*Corresponding author: luca.valera@uva.es

Abstract: The paper explores the compatibility between human autonomy and ecosophical thinking, in
particular Arne Næss’s worldview. Contrary to the prevailing view that environmental ethics marginalizes
autonomy due to its anti-anthropocentric roots, the paper argues that Næss’s concept of self-realization
not only accommodates human autonomy but is foundational to it. Self-realization, understood as the
fulfillment of inherent capacities of every living being, is analyzed through philosophical traditions from
Aristotle to Spinoza, emphasizing its dynamic interpretation. The paper highlights the role of identification
—a process of recognizing kinship with other beings—as central to expanding the self while preserving
individuality. This relational autonomy, called ‘ecological autonomy’, underscores interdependence without
erasing personal agency. By situating autonomy within ecological networks, the paper demonstrates that
flourishing (self-realization) arises from acknowledging and nurturing these connections. Ultimately,
Næss’s ecosophy redefines autonomy as inherently relational, offering a pathway for humans to thrive
alongside nature. Self-realization, rooted in ontology rather than in ethics, fosters a harmonious
coexistence where autonomy and ecological dependence coexist, challenging traditional dichotomies in
environmental philosophy.
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Problem of Agency in Climate Action

Max Fedoseev*
*Corresponding author: max.fedoseev@anu.edu.au

Abstract: We know how to address climate change, and we have the technology to do so. The problem is
that key agents like governments and businesses will not act soon enough—in the existing structural
context, meaningful climate action is against their immediate interests. Call this the problem of agency.
This paper fleshes out the problem of agency in relation to climate action and argues that existing
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proposals for solving it fail. Our best hope for solving the problem of agency and addressing climate
change lies in social movements.
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Debating the biosafety of golden rice: A Utilitarian-ethical
evaluation

Norman K. Swazo, Nazrul Islam, Sk. Tawfique M. Haque, Mostafizur Rahman*
*Corresponding author: mostafizur.rahman14@northsouth.edu

Abstract: The GMO rice crop known as “Golden Rice (GR2E)”—renamed as “Malusog rice” (“healthy rice”)
because of controversy—has been advanced as a prospective remedy for Vitamin A deficiency (VAD) in
developing countries. The Philippines government issued biosafety permits for confined field trials and
prospective commercialization of Golden Rice in the country. However, the Philippines Court of Appeals
withdrew these permits citing potential environmental harm, concerns about metabolic toxicity from long-
term consumption, and the absence of post-approval health-impact monitoring for human populations.
Bangladesh is similarly considering approval of Golden Rice for agricultural production and human
consumption. The biosafety debate is engaged here through a review of relevant data about VAD, the
reasoning of the Court of Appeals, the political economy of GR2E, a utilitarian ethical analysis of risk and
benefit, and a brief assessment of policy implications for the South Asia region, especially Bangladesh.
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Epistemic hospitality: religion, ecology and democratic
legitimacy in public sphere

João Akio Ribeiro Yamaguchi*
*Corresponding author: joaoakio@gmail.com

Abstract: I propose a three-stage itinerary for engaging religious meanings within democratic ecologies.
First, I outline a phenomenology of shared vulnerability to clarify how ecological harm is experienced
across diverse lifeworlds. Second, I perform an epistemic translation, rendering religious metaphors—such
as gift and covenant—publicly intelligible while preserving their surplus meanings. Third, I sketch a
normative architecture grounded in liberation ethics, emphasizing the effective inclusion of marginalized
actors. Drawing on Amazonian rights-of-nature jurisprudence and comparative insights from Mekong eco-
monasticism and Sahelian water ethics, I introduce “epistemic hospitality” as a portable tool for both
diagnostic analysis and institutional design.
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MacIntyre in Ecological Political Thought: Animality,
Dependencies and Local Communities

Michael Haus, Francisca Echeverría*
*Corresponding author: mfecheverria@uandes.cl

Abstract: Should a political theory of the human-animal relationship draw on Aristotelian modes of
thought such as those developed by Alasdair MacIntyre? Might this approach open possibilities that
remain inaccessible to some dominant perspectives? In light of the growing concern within ecological
discourse to move beyond dualistic frameworks, this article examines MacIntyre’s conception of the
proximity between human and nonhuman animals as a promising site for such reflection. Beginning from
the premise of human animality and converging with feminist ethics of care, MacIntyre highlights the
political significance of vulnerability and dependence. He advocates for local communities of practice in
which reciprocal dependence is acknowledged, proposing this as a political response to the modern
difficulty of establishing non-manipulative relationships. Although MacIntyre does not explicitly address
ecological questions, his reflections provide thought-provoking insights for these debates. He
demonstrates a striking appreciation for nonhuman animals and their own good, and his vision of certain
local social configurations can be extended to communities of ecological practice where the striving for the
good for humans is understood as related to the striving for the good for other animals. This paper
reconstructs MacIntyre’s perspective on the human-animal relationship, explores the potential of his
concept of “acknowledged dependence” for ecological politics, and outlines a preliminary vision of an
ecological community articulated in a MacIntyrean key. The central claim is that MacIntyre’s
unconventional treatment of human animality and proximity to other animals can yield unexpected and
fruitful insights for contemporary ecological debates.
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Relational Environmental Ethics and the Challenge of Moral
Cultural Relativism

Tianxiang Lan*
*Corresponding author: Tianxiang.lan@u.nus.edu

Abstract: This paper critically examines the relationship between relational environmental ethics and
relativism. Relational environmental ethics, which foreground the moral significance of humans’
interdependence and kinship with components of nature, have gained influence as alternatives to
individualistic and dualistic Western frameworks. However, their contextual and culturally-sensitive
orientation makes such theories susceptible to moral cultural relativism, which could undermine their
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ability to provide cross-cultural criticism of environmentally harmful norms and to protect individuals from
coercive communal expectations. This paper seeks to address this overlooked issue. I propose common
criteria for evaluating what is consistent with people’s relational ethical commitments across cultures,
avoiding the legitimisation of destructive environmental practices. I also propose a “self-care clause” to
allow individuals to not comply with oppressive or harmful norms in their communities. These proposals
aim to enhance the critical and emancipatory capacities of relational environmental ethics, ensuring their
relevance and integrity in a pluralistic, global context.
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